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NOTE  BY  THE  AUTHOR 

TO  THE  EDITION  OF  1 857. 

',        In  these  volumes,  for  the  first  time,  a  complete  collection  of  my 

!  poetical  writings  has  been  made.  While  it  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  these  scattered  children  of  my  brain  have  found  a  home,  I 
cannot  but  regret  that  I  have  been  unable,  by  reason  of  illness,  to 
give  that  attention  to  their  revision  and  arrangement,  which  respect 
for  the  opinions  of  others  and  my  own  afterthought  and  experience 

i    demand. 

I  That  there  are  pieces  in  this  collection  which  I  would  "willingly 
let  die,"  I  am  free  to  confess.    But  it  is  now  too  late  to  disows 

I     them,  and  I  must  submit  to  the  inevitable  penalty  of  poetical  as 

I  well  as  other  sins.  There  are  others,  intimately  connected  with 
the  author's  life  and  times,  which  owe  their  tenacity  of  vitality  to 

I  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  written,  and  the  events 
by  which  they  were  suggested. 

The  long  poem  of  Mogg  Megone  was,  in  a  great  measure,  com* 
posed  in  early  life ;  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  its  sub- 
let is  not  such  as  the  writer  would  have  chosen  at  any  subsequent 

Deriod. 

J.  G.  W. 
Ambsbuky,  \%ik  yima.,  1857. 
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PROEM. 


I  LOVB  the  old  melodious  lavs 
Which  softly  melt  the  ages  through. 

The  songs  of  Spenser's  go^en  days, 

Arcadian  Sidney's  silvery  phrase, 
Sprinkling  our  noon  of  time  with  freshest  morning  dew. 

Yet,  vainly  in  my  quiet  hours 

To  breathe  their  marvellous  notes  I  try ;  , 

I  feel  thenu  as  the  leaves  and  flowers  { 

In  silence  feel  the  dewy  showers^  ; 

And  drink  with  glad  still  lips  the  blessing  of  the  sky. 

The  rigor  of  a  frozen  dime. 
The  harshness  of  an  untaueht  ear. 

The  jarring  words  of  one  whose  rhyme 

Beat  often  Labor's  hurried  time, 
Or  Duty's  rugged  march  through  storm  and  strife,  are  htn. 

Of  m  vstic  beauty,  dreamy  grace,  ■ 

No  rounded  art  the  lack  supplies ;  < 

Unskilled  the  subtle  imes  to  trace. 

Or  softer  shades  of  Nature's  face,  , 

I  view  her  common  forms  with  unanointed  eyes. 

Nor  mine  the  seer-like  power  to  show  | 

The  secrets  of  the  heart  and  mind ; 

To  drop  the  plummet-line  below 

Our  common  world  of  ^ov  and  woe, 
A  more  intense  despair  or  brighter  hope  to  find.  j 

Yet  here  at  least  an  earnest  sense  ' 

Of  human  right  and  weal  is  shown ; 

A  hate  of  tyranny  intense. 

And  hearty  in  its  vehemence, 
As  if  my  brother's  pain  and  sorrow  were  my  own. 

O  Freedom  I  if  to  me  belong 
Nor  miffhty  Milton's  gift  divine, 

Nor  Marvell's  wit  and  graceful  song, 

Still  with  a  love  as  deep  and  strong 
As  theirs,  I  lay,  like  them,  my  best  gifts  on  thy  shrine  1 


AmbsburYi  itiAm^f.,  1847. 
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titu  fHytj  of  MoGG  Mbgonb  has  been  considered  by  the  author  od];^  as  m 
^T.e«rork  rar  sketches  of  the  scenery  of  New  England,  and  of  its  earlv  inhab* 
itants.  In  portraying  the  Indian  character,  he  has  followed,  as  closely  as  nis  story 
woald  admit,  the  rough  bot  natural  delineations  of  Church,  Mayhew,  Charlevoix, 
and  Roger  Williams ;  and  in  so  doing  he  has  necessarily  discarded  much  of  the 
tomance  which  poets  and  novdists  have  thrown  around  the  ill-&ted  red  mar  * 


PART  I. 


Who  stands  on  that  di£^  like  a  figure 
of  stone, 
Unmoving  and  tall  in  the  light  of  the 

skv. 
Where  the  spvav  of  the  cataxact  spar* 
kles  on  hign. 

Lonely  and  sternly,  save  Mogg  Me- 
gone?' 

Close  to  the  verge  of  the  rock  is  he. 
While  beneath  him  the  Saco  its  work 
is  doing, 

HunTinff  down  to  its  grave,  the  sea, 
Aod  slow  through  the  rock  its  path- 
way hewing  I 

Far  down,  through  the  mist  of  the  fell- 
ing river. 

Which  nses  an  like  an  incense  ever, 

The  splinteied  points  of  the  crags  are 
seen. 

With  water  howling  and  vexed  between, 

While  the  scooping  whirl  of  the  pool  be- 
neath 

Seems  an  open  throat,  with  its  granite 
teeth  f 

Bnt  Mogg  Megone  never  trembled  yet 
Wherever  his  eye  or  his  foot  was  set. 
He  is  watchful :  each  form  in  the  moon- 
light dim, 
Of  rock  or  of  tree,  is  seen  of  him  : 
He  listens;  taach  sound  from  alar  is 

caught, 
The  fiiintest  shi^'er  of  leaf  and  limb : 
But  be  sees  niA  the  waters,  which  foam 
todirct- 


L,. 


Whose  moonlit  spray  has  his  moccashi 

wet, — 
And  the  roar  of  their  rushing,  he  hears 

it  not. 

The  moonlight,  through  the  open  bough 
Of  thegnarl'd  beech,  whose  naked  root 
Coils  like  a  serpent  at  his  foot. 
Falls,  checkered,  on  the  Indian's  brow 
His  hesul  is  bare,  save  only  where^ 
Waves  in  the  wind  one  lock  of  hair, 
Reserved  for  him,  whoe'er  he  be. 
More  mighty  than  Megone  in  jtrife. 
When,  breast  to  breast  and  knee  ta 
knee. 
Above  the  fiillen  warrior's  life 
Gleams,  guick  and  keen,  the  scalping- 
kntfe. 

Megone  hath  his  knife  and  hatchet  and 

^n. 
And  his  saudv  and  tasselled  blanket  on : 
His  knife  hath  a  handle  with  gold  inlaid. 
And  magic  words  on  its  polishedblade, — 
'T  was  the  gift  of  Castine  >  to  Mogg  Me- 
gone, 
For  a  scalp  or  twain  from  the  Yengees 

torn  : 
His  gun  was  the  gift  of  the  Tarrantine, 
And  Modocawando's  wives  had  strung 
The  brass  and  the  beads,  which  tinkle 

and  shine 
On  the  polished  breech,  and  broad  bright 
line 
Of  beaded  wampum  around  it  hung. 
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Wbat  seeks  Megone?    His  fees  are 
near,  — 
Grey  Jocelyn's*  eve  is  never  sleeping, 
And  the  garrison  lights  are  burning 
dear. 
Where  Phillips'  *  men  their  watch  are 
keeping. 
Let  him  hie  him  away  through  the  dank 
river  foe. 
Never  rustling  the  boughs  nor  dis- 
placing the  rocks, 
For  the  eyes  and  the  ears  which  are 
watching  for  Mogg, 
Are  keener  than  those  of  the  wolf  or 
the  fox. 

He  starts,  —  there  *s  a  rustle  among  the 
leaves : 
Another,  —  the  click  of  his  gun  is 
heanl  I 
A  footstep  —  is  it  the  step  of  Cleaves, 
With  Indian  blood  on  his  English 
sword? 
Steals  Harmon  ^  down  from  the  sands 

of  York, 
With  hand  of  iron  and  foot  of  cork? 
Has  Scamman,  versed  in  Indian  wile. 
For  vengeance  left  his  vine-hung  isle  r* 
Hark  I  at  that  whistle,  soft  and  Tow, 

How  lights  the  eye  of  Moeg  Megone  t 

A  smile  gleams  o'er  his  dusky  brow^  -~ 

**  Boon  welcome,  Johnny  Bonythonl" 

Out  steps,  with  cautious  foot  and  slow, 
And  quick,  keen  glances  to  and  fro. 

The  hunted  outlaw,  Bonython  1  ^ 
A  low,  lean,  swarthy  man  is  he. 
With  blanket-garb  and  buskined  knee. 

And  naught  of  English  fashion  on  ; 
For  he  hates  the  race  from  whence  he 

sprung. 
And  he  couches  his  words  in  the  Indian 
tongue. 

*  Hush,  —  let  the  Sachem's  voice  be 

weak : 
The  water-rat  shall  hear  him  speak,  — 
The  owl  shall  whoop  in  the  white  roan's 

ear. 
That  Mogg  Megone,  with  his  scalps,  is 

here!" 
He  pauses,  —  dark,  over  cheek    and 

brow, 
A  flash,  as  of  shame,  is  stealing  now : 


"  Sachem  ! "  he  says,  '*  let  me  htve  tin 

land. 
Which  stretches  away  upon  either  haxtd, 
As  far  about  as  my  feet  can  stray 
In  the  half  of  a  gentle  summer's  day, 
From^  the  leaping  brook  *  to  the  Saco 

river,  — 
And  the  fair-haired  girl,  tRouhast  sought 

of  me, 
Shall  sit  in  the  Sachem's  wigwam,  and 

be 
The  wife  of  Mogg  Megone  forever." 

There 's  a  sudden  light  in-  the  Indian's 
glance, 
A  moment's  trace  of  powerful  feeling, 

Of  love  or  triumph,  or  both  perchance. 
Over  his  proud,  calm  features  steal- 
ing. 

"  The  words  of  my  father  are  very  good ; 

He  shall  have  the  land,  and  water,  and 
wood; 

And  he  who  harms  the  Sagamore  John, 

Shall  feel  the  knife  of  Mogg  Megone ; 

But  the  (awn  of  the  Yengees  shall  sleep 
on  my  breast. 

And  the  binl  of  the  clearing  shall  sing 
in  my  nest" 

"But,  &ther  I"— and  the  Indian's  hand 

Falls  gently  on  the  white  man's  arm. 
And  with  a  smile  as  shrewdly  bland 

As  the  deep  voice  is  slow  and  calm,  — 
"Where  is  ray  father's  singing-bird, — 

The  sunny  eye,  and  sunset  hair? 
I  know  I  have  my  lather's  word. 

And  that  his  word  is  good  and  fair ; 

But  will  my  father  tell  me  where 
Megone   shall   go   and   look  for    hi« 

bride?— 
For  he  sees  her  not  by  her  father's  side.'* 

l*he  dark,  stem  eye  of  Bonython 
Flashes  over  tne  features  of  Mogg 

Megone, 
In  one  of  those  glances  which  search 
within : 
But  the  stolid  calm  of  the  Indian  alone 
Remains  where  the  trace  of  emotion 
has  been. 
' '  Does  the  Sachem  doubt  ?    Let  him  go 

with  me. 
And  the  eyes  of  the  Sachem  his  bri4« 
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CantioQS  and  slow,  with  MOses  oft, 
And  watchful  eyes  and  whispers  soft, 
The  twain  are  stealing  thtou^  the  wood. 
Leaving  the  downward-rushing  flood, 
Whoae  deep  and  solemn  roar  whind 
Grows  Winter  on  the  evening  wind. 

Hark  I  — is  that  the  angry  howl 

Of  the  wolf,  the  hills  among  ?  — 
Or  the  hooting  of  the  owl,  / 

On  his  leafy  cradle  swung? — 
Quickly  glancinc,  to  and  fro, 
Listenmc  to  each  sound  they  go 
Round  the  columns  of  the  pine. 

Indistinct,  in  shadow,  seeming 
Like  some  old  and  pillared  shrine ; 
With  the  soft  and  white  moonshine. 
Round  the  foliace-tracery  shed 
Of  each  column^  branchmg  head. 

For  its  lamps  of  worship  gleaming  I 
And  the  sounds  awakened  there. 

In  the  pine-leaves  fine  and  small. 

Soft  and  sweetly  miuical. 
By  the  fingers  of  the  air. 
For  the  anthem's  dying  fall 
Lingering  round  some  temple's  wall  I 
Niche  and  cornice  round  and  round 
Wailing  like  the  ghost  of  sound  1 
Is  not  Nature's  worship  thus, 

Ceaseless  ever^  going  on  ? 
Hath  it  not  a  voice  for  us 

In  the  thunder,  or  the  tone 
Of  the  leaf-harp  &int  and  small. 

Speaking  to  the  unsealed  ear 

Words  of  hiended  iove  and  fear. 
Of  the  mighty  Soul  of  all  ? 

Maught  had  the  twain  of  thoughts  like 
these 

As   they   wound   along   through    the 
crowded  trees, 

Where  never  had  rung  the  axeman's 
stroke 

On  the  gnarled  trunk  of  the  rough- 
barked  oak ;  — 

Climbing;  the  dead  tree's  mossy  log, 
Breaking  the  mesh  of  the  bramble 

fine, 
Turning  ^ide  the  wild  grape  vine, 

And  lighuy  crossing  the  quaking  bog 
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sing  tne  quaKing  oog 
shakes  at  the  leap  of 
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Whose  sur£u» 
the  firoK, 

And  out  of  wnose  pools  the  ghostly  fog 
Creeps  into  the  chill  moonshine  I 


Yet,  even  that  Indian's  ear  had  heard 
The  preaching  of  the  Holy  Word : 
Sancnekantaocet's  isle  of  sand 
Was  once  his  Cither's  hunting  land. 
Where  zealous  Hiacoomes  *  stood,  '~- 
The  wild  apostle  of  the  wood. 
Shook  firom  his  soul  the  fear  of  hann. 
And  trampled  on  the  Powwaw's  charm ; ' 
Until  the  wizard's  curses  hung 
Suspended  on  his  palsying  tongue, 
Ana  the  fierce  warrior,  grim  and  tall. 
Trembled  before  the  forest  Paul  1 

A  cottage  hidden  in  the  wood,  — 
Red  through  its  seams  a   light   it 

Slowing, 
and  bough  and  tree-trunk  rude, 
A  narrow  lustre  throwing. 
"  Who 's  there  ? "  a  clear,  firm  voice 
demands ; 
"Hold,   Ruth,  — 'tis    I,  the  Saga- 
more ! " 
Quick,  at  the  summons,  hasty  hands 

Unclose  the  bolted  door : 
And  on  the  outlaw's  daughter  shine 
The  flashes  of  the  kindled  pine. 

Tall  and  erect  the  maiden  stands, 
Like  some  young  priestess  of  the 

wood. 
The  fireeboTn  child  of  Solitude, 
And  bearing  stiil  the  wild  and  rude. 
Yet  noble  trace  of  Nature's  hands. 
Her  dark  brown  cheek  has  caught  its 

stain 
More  from  the  sunshine  than  the  rain  : 
Yet,  where  her  long  fair  hair  is  parting, 
A  pure  white  brow  into  light  is  start- 
ing: 
And,   where  the  folds  of  her  blanket 

sever. 
Are  a  neck  and  bosom  as  white  as  ever 
The  foam-wreaths  rise  on  the  leaping 

river. 
But  in  the  convulsive  quiver  and  grip 
Of  the  muscles  around  her  bloodless 

There  is  something  painful  and  sad 
to  see ; 
And  her  eve  has  a  glance  more  sternly 

wild 
Than  even  that  of  a  forest  child 
In  its  fearless  and  untamed  frsedum 
should  be. 
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Are  natiire*s  feelings  in  thy  breast. 
As  with  an  iron  hand,  repressed  I 
And  how,  upon  that  nameless  woe. 
Quick  as  the  pulse  can  come  and  go, 
While  shakes  the  unsteadfast  knee,  and 

yet 
The  bosom  heaves,  — the  eye  is  wet,  — 
Has  thy  dark  spirit  power  lo  stay 
The  heart's  wild  current  on  its  way  ? 

And  whence  that  baleful  strength  of 
guile. 
Which  over  that  still  working  brow 
And  tearful  eye  and  cheek,  can  throw 

The  mockery  of  a  smile  r 
Warned   by  her  Other's  blackening 

frown. 
With  one  strong  effort  crusliing  down 
Grief,  hate,  remorse^  she  meets  again 

The  savage  murderer's  sullen  gaze, 

And  scarcely  look  or  tone  betrays 
How  the  heart  strives  beneath  its  chain. 

"  Is  the  Sachem  angry,  —  angry  with 

Ruth, 
Because  she  cries  with  an  ache  in  her 

tooth,M 
Which  would  make  a  Sagamore  jump 

and  cry. 
And  look  about  with  a  woman's  eye? 
No,  —  Ruth  will  sit  in  the  Sachem's 

door 
And  braid  the  mats  for  his  wigwam  floor. 
And  broil  his  fish  and  tender  fawn. 
And  weave  his  wampum,  and  grind  his 

com, — 
For  she  loves  the  brave  and  the  wise, 

and  none 
Are    braver  and    wiser    than    Mogg 
Megone ! " 

The  Indian's  brow  is  clear  once  more  : 

With  grave,  calm  face,  and  half-shut 
eye. 
He  sits  upon  the  wigwam  floor, 

And  watches  Ruth  go  by, 
Intent  upon  her  household  care ; 

And  ever  and  anon,  the  while. 
Or  on  the  maiden,  or  her  fare. 
Which  smokes  in  jpateful  promise  there. 

Bestows  his  quiet  smile. 

Ah,  Mogg  Megone  I  —  what  dreams 
are  thine. 
Bat  those  which  love's  own  fimdes 
drcsSk  — 


The  stun  of  Indian  happiness  I  -^ 
A  wigwam,  where  the  warm  sunshine 
Looks  in  among  the  groves  of  pine,  -r- 
A  stream,  where,  round  thy  light  canoe. 
The  trout  and  salmon  dart  in  view. 
And  the  fair  girl,  before  thee  now, 
Spreading  thy  mat  with  hand  of  snow, 
Or  plying,  in  the  dews  of  mom. 
Her  hoe  amidst  thy  patch  of  com. 
Or  offering  up,  at  eve,  to  thee. 
Thy  birchen  dish  of  hominy  I 

From  the  rade  board  of  Bonython, 
Venison  and  suckatash  have  gone,  — 
For  lone  these  dwellers  of  the  wood 
Have  felt  the  gnawing  want  of  food. 
But  untasted  of  Ruth  is  the  fmgal 

cheer,  — 
With  head  averted,  yet  ready  ear. 
She  stands  by  the  side  of  her  austere  sire. 
Feeding,  at  times,  the  unequal  fire 
With  the  yellow  knots  of  the  pitch-pine 

tree. 
Whose  flaring  light,  as  they  kindle,  falls 
On  the  cottage-roof,  and  its  black  log 

walls. 
And  over  its  inmates  three. 

From  Sagamore  Bonython's  hunting 

flask 
The  fire-water  bums  at  the  lip  of  Me- 
gone : 
"  Will  the  Sachem  hear  what  his  fother 

shall  ask  ? 
Will  he  make  his  mark,  that  it  may 

be  known. 
On  the  speaking-leaf,  that  he  gives  the 

land. 
From  the  Sachem's  own,  to  his  father's 

hand?" 
The  fire-water  shines  in  the  Indian's 

eyes. 
As  he  rises,  the  white  man's  bidding 

to  do : 
"Wuttamuttata— weekan  I"  Mogg  is 

wise,  — 
For  the  water  he  drinks  is  strong 

and  new,  — 
Mogg's  heart  is  great  I — will  he  shut 

his  hand. 
When  his  father  asksfor  a littleland?" — 
With  unsteady  fingers,  the  Indian  hat 

drawn 
On  the  parchment  the  shape  of  a 

hunter's  bow. 
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"BooQ  water,  —  boon  wster,  —  Saga- 
more John  1 
Wuttainuttata,  —  weekan !  our  hearts 
will  grow  I " 

He  drinks  yet    deeper, —  he  mutters 
low,  — 

He  reeb  on  his  bear-skin  to  and  fro,  — 

His   head    fails  down  on  his   naked 
breast, — 

He  strugglesi  andsinks  to  a  drunken  rest. 

"  Hunnph  —  drunk  as  a  beast  I  '*  —  and 

Bonython's  brow 
Isdarker  than  ever  with  evil  thought — 
*'The  fool   has  signed  his    warrant; 

but  how 
And  when  shall  the  deed  be  wrought  ? 
Speak,  Ruth  I  why,  what  the  devil  is 

there. 
To  fix  thy  nze  in  that  empty  air? — 
Speak,  Ruth  I  by  my  soul,  if  I  thought 

that  tear. 
Which  shames  thyself  and  our  purpose 

here. 
Were  shed  for  that  cursed  and  pale- 

&ced  dog, 
Whose  green  scalp  hangs  firom  the  belt 

otMogg, 
And  whosebeastly  soul  is  in  Satan's 

keeping,  — 
This— this  1^'— he  dashes  his  hand 

upon 
The  rattling  stock  of  his  loaded  gun, — 
*'  Should  send  thee  with  him  to  do 

thy  weeping  I** 

"  Father  I  "  —  the  eye  of  Bonython 
Sinks  at  that  low,  sepulchral  tone. 
Hollow  and  deep,  as  it  were  spoken 

By  the  unmoving  tongue  of  death, — 
Or  from  some  statue's  lips  had  bro- 
ken,— 

A  sound  without  a  breath  I 
"  Father !  —  my  life  I  value  less 
Than  yonder  fool  his  gaudy  dress  ; 
And  how  it  ends  it  matters  not. 
By  heart-break  or  by  rifle-shot : 
But  spare  awhile  the  scoff  and  threat,  — 
Our  business  is  not  finished  yet*' 


tt 


"True,  true,  my  girl,  —  I  only  meant 
To  draw  up  agam  the  bow  unbent 
Harm  thee,  my  Ruth  i  I  only  sought 
To  firighten  off  thy  gloomy  thought ;  •> 


Come,— let 'she  firiendsl'*    He  seeks 

to  clasp 
His  daughters  cold,  damp  hand  in  \m. 
Ruth  startles  firom  her  father's  grasp, 
As  if  each  nerve  and  muscle  felt. 
Instinctively,  the  touch  of  guilt. 
Through  all  their  subtle  s3rmpathi 


He  points  her  to  the  sleeping  Mogg: 
"  What  shall  be  done  with  yonder  oofq? 
Scamman    is  dead,    and    revenge   n 

thine,  — 
The  deed  is  signed  and  the  land  is  mine; 
And  this  drunken  fool  is  of  use  no 

more. 
Save  as  thy  hopefiil  bridegroom,  and 

sootH, 
'T  were  Christian  mercy  to  finish  him, 

Ruth, 
Now,  while  he  lies  like  a  beast  on  out 

floor.  — 
If  not  for  thine,  at  least  for  his  sake. 
Rather  than  let  the  poor  dog  awake^ 
To  drain  my  flask,  and  claim  as  his  bride 
Such  a  forest  devil  to  run  by  his  side,  •-' 
Such  a  Wetuomanit  **  as  tnou  wouldal 

make  I" 

He  laughs  at  his  jest.    Hush  —  what 
is  there  ?  —       , 
Thesleepin^Indian  is  striving  to  rise. 
With  his  knife  in  his  hand,  and  glar- 
ing eyes  I  — 
"  Wagh  I  —  Mo^  win  have  the  pale- 
face's hair, 
For  his  knife  is  sharp,  and  his  fitt- 
ers can  help 
The  hair  to  pull  and  the  skin  to  peel,  — 
Let  hiin  cry  like  a  woman  and  twist 
like  an  eel. 
The  great^  Captain  Scamman  must 
lose  his  scalp  1 
And  Ruth,  when  she  sees  it,  shaQ  danct 

with  Mogg." 
His  eyes  are  fixed,  —  but  his  lips  draw 

in, — 
With  a  low,  hoarse  chuckle,  and  fiend- 
ish grin,  — 
And  he  sinkr  again.  like  a  seoseleti 
log. 

Ruth  does  not  speak,  —  aihe  does  nol 
stir: 
\   But  die  gazes  down  on  the  murderer. 
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Whose  broken  and  dreaunfiil  slumberi 
teU 

Too  much  for  her  ear  of  that  deed  of 
helL 

Sne  sees  the  knife, with  its  slaughter  red. 

And  the  dark  fingers  clenching  the  bear- 
skin bed  1 

What  thoughts  of  horror  and  madness 
whirl 

Through  the  burning  brain  of  that  fidlen 
girl  I 

John  Bonython  lifts  his  gun  to  his  eye, 
Its  muzzle  is  close  to  the  Indian's 

ear, — 
But  he  drops  it  agam.    '*  Some  one  may 

be  mgh. 
And  I  would  not  that  even  the  wolves 

should  hear." 
He  draws  his  knife  from  its  deer-skin 

belt,—  . 
Its  et^e  with  his  fingers  is  slowly  felt ;  — 
Kncenng  down  on  one  knee,  by  the 

Indian's  side. 
From  his  throat  he  opens  the  blanket 

wide: 
And  twice  or  thrice  he  feebly  essays 
A  trembling  baud  with  the  kniie  to 

raise. 

'*  I  cannot," —he  mutters,  —  "  did  he 

not  save 
My  life  from  a  cold  and  wintry  grave. 
When  the  storm  came  down  fi:om  Agioo- 

chook. 
And  the  north-wind  howled,  and  the 

tree-tops  shook,  — 
And  I  strove,  in  the  dbifts  of  the  rush- 

ine  snow. 
Till  my  knees  grew  weak  and  I  could 

not  go, 
And  I  felt  the  cold  to  my  vitals  creep. 
And  my  heart's  blood  stinfen,  and  pulses 

sleep  I 
I  cannot  strike  him  —  Ruth  Bonython  I 
In  the  Devil's  name,  tell  me  —  what 's 

to  be  done?" 


O,  when  the  soul,  once  pure  and  high. 
Is  stricken  down  fixMn  Virtue's  sky. 
As,  with  the  downcast  star  of  mora, 
Some  gems  of  light  are  with  it  drawn,  —' 
And,  through  its  night  of  darkness,  play 
Some  tokens  of  its  primal  day,  — 
Some  lofty  feelings  linger  still,  — 

The  strength  to  dare,  the  nerve  to 
meet 

Whatever  threatens  with  defeat 
Its  all-indomitable  will  I  — 
But  lacks  the  mean  of  mind  and  hearts 

Though  eager  for  the  gains  of  crime^ 

Oft,  at  his  chosen  place  and  time, 
The  streneth  to  bear  his  evil  part ; 
And,  shielded  by.  his  venr  Vice, 
Escapes  fit)m  Crime  by  Cowardice. 

Ruth    starts   erect,  —  with  bloodshot 

eye. 

And  lips  drawn  tight  across  her  teeth, 

Showing  their  locked  embrace  beneath. 

In  the  red  fire-light :  —  '*  Mogg  must 

die  I 
Give  me  the  knife  ! "  —  The   outlaw 
turns. 
Shuddering  in  heart  and  limb,  away, — 
But,  fitfully  there,  the  hearth-fire  buras, 
And  he  sees  on  the  wall  strange  shad- 
ows play. 
A  lifted  arnij  a  tremulous  blade, 
Are  dimjy  pictured  in  light  and  shade. 
Plunging   down    in    the    darkness- 
Hark,  that  cry 
Again  —  and  again  —  he  sees  it  fidl,  — 
That  shadowy  arm  down  the  lighted 
wall! 
He  hears  quick  footsteps  —  a  shape 

flits  by  — 
The    door    on    its    rusted    hinges 
creaks:  — 
"  Ruth  —  daughter  Ruth  I "  the  outlaw 

shrieks. 
But  no  sound  comes  back,  —  he  is  stand- 
ing alone 
By  the  mangled  cone  of  Mogg  Me* 
gonel 


PART  II. 


T  IS  rooming  over  Norridgewock,  — 
On  tree  and  wigwaun,  wave  and  rock. 
Bathed  in  the  eutumnal  sunshine,  stiiied 


At  intervals  by  breeze  and  bird. 
And  wearing  all  the  hues  which  glow 
In  heaven's  own  pure  and  oerfect  bo¥^ 
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That  glorions  picture  of  the  air, 
Which  tummer's  iight-robed  angel  ibirm 
On  the  dark  {{round  of  fading  storms. 

With   pencil   dipped   in    sunbeams 
there,  — 
And,  stretching  out,  on  either  hand. 
O'er  all  that  wide  and  unshorn  land, 
Till,  weary  of  its  sorKeounness, 
The  achine  and  the  dazzled  eye 
kests  gladdened,  on   the   calm   blue 
sky,— 

Slumbers  the  mighty  wilderness  ! 
The  oak,  upon  the  windy  hill. 

Its    dark    green    burthen    upward 
heaves —  ^   " 

The  hemlock  broods  above  its  rill. 
Its  cone-like  foliage  darker  still, 

Against  the  birch's  graceful  stem, 
Ana  the  rough  walnut-boush  receives 
The  sun  upon  its  crowded  leaves. 

Each  colored  like  a  topaz  gem  ; 

And  the  tall  maple  wears  with  them 
The  coronal  wlych  autumn  gives, 

The  brief|  bngh^jjgn  of  ruin  near. 

The  hectic  of  ^^bs  year  I 

The  hermit  tplst,  who  lingers  now 
On  the  Bal^H^ountain's  shrublessbrow, 
The  gray  and  thunder-smitten  pile 
WhidpOnarks  afar  the  Desert  I»le,M 
^Wfiile  eazing  on  the  scene  below, 
Ma^  halfTorget  the  dreams  of  home, 
Ihat    nightly    with    his    slumbers 
come,  — 
The  tranquil  skies  of  sunny  France, 
The  peasant's  harvest  songj  and  dance, 
The  vines  around  the  hillsides  wreath- 
ing 
The  soft  airs  midst  their  dusters  breath- 
ing. 
The  wings  which    dipped,  the    stars 

which  shone 
Within  thv  bosom,  blue  Garonne  I 
And  rouna  the  Abbey's  shadowed  wall, 
At  morning  spring  and  even-fall, 

Sweet  voices  in  the  still  air  singing,  — 
The  chant  of  many  a  holy  hymn,  — 

The  solemn  bell  of  vespers  ringing,  — 
And  hallowed  torch-light  falling  dim 

On  pictured  saint  and  seraphim  I 
For  here  beneath  him.  lies  unrolled. 
Bathed  deep  in  morning's  flood  of  gold, 
A  viuon  goiseous  as  the  dream 
Of  the  beatinied  may  leeai. 


When,  as  his  Church's  lq;ends  ix% 
Borne  upward  in  ecstatic  bliss. 

The  rapt  enthusiast  soars  away 
Unto  a  brighter  world  than  this : 
A  mortal's  glimpse  beyond  the  pale,  ^ 
A  moment's  lifting  of  the  veil  I 

Far  eastward  o'er  the  lovely  bay, 
Penobscot's  clustered  wigwams  lay : 
And  gently  from  that  Incuan  town 
The  verdant  hillside  slopes  adown. 
To  where  the  sparkling  waters  play 

Upon  the  yellow  sands  below  ; 
And  shooting  round  the  winding  shore* 

Of  narrow  capes,  and  isles  which  lie 

Slumbering  to  ocean's  lullaby,  — 
With  birchen  boat  and  glancing  oan, 

The  red  men  to  their  fishing  go  ; 
While  from  their  planting  ground  is 

borne 
The  treasure  of  the  golden  com, 
By  laughing  girls,  whose  dark  eves  glow 
wild  through  the  locks  which  o  er  tnem 

flow. 
The  wrinkled  squaw,  whose  toil  is  done. 
Sits  on  her  bear-skin  in  the  sun, 
Watching  the  buskers,  with  a  smile 
For  each  full  ear  which  swells  the  pile 
And  the  old  chief^  who  nevermore 
May  bend  the  bow  or  pull  the  oar. 
Smokes  gravely  in  his  wigwam  door. 
Or  slowly  shapes,  with  axe  of  stone. 
The  arrow-head  from  flint  and  bone. 

Beneath  the  westward  tUTnin|(  eye 
A  thousand  wooded  islands  lie,  — 
Gems  of  the  waters  I  —  with  each  hue 
Of  brightness  set  in  ocean's  blue. 
Each  bears  aloft  its  tuft  of  trees 

Touched  by  the  pendl  of  the  frost. 
And,  with  the  motion  of  each  breeze, 

A  moment  seen,  —  a  moment  lost,   - 

Changing  and  blent,  confiised  and 
tossed. 

The  brighter  with  the  darker  crossed. 
Their  thousand  tints  of  beauty  glow 
Down  in  the  restless  waves  below. 

And  tremble  in  the  sunny  skies. 
As  if,  from  waving  bough  to  bougli. 

Flitted  the  birds  of  paradise. 
There  sleep  Placentia's  group, — and 

there 
P^  Breteaux  marks  the  hoar  of  prayer  x 
And  thefe.  beneath  the  sea-worn  di^ 
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On  which  the  Father**  hut  is  seen, 
r>»e  Indian  stays  his  rocking  aki£^ 

And  peers  the  hemJock-Doughs  be- 
tween. 
Half  trembling,  as  he  seeks  to  look 
Upon  the  Jesuit's  Cross  and  Book.^^ 
There,  gloomily  against  the  sk^r 
The  Dark  Isles  rear  their  summits  high; 
And  Desert  Rock,  abrupt  and  bare, 
Lifts  its  gray  turrets  in  the  air,  — 
Seen  from  afar,  like  some  stronghold 
Built  by  the  ocean  kings  of  old  ; 
And,  &int  as  smoke-wreath  white  and 

thin. 
Swells  in  the  north  vast  Katahdin  : 
And,  wandering  from  its  marshy  feet. 
The  broad  Penobscot  comes  to  meet 

And  mingle  witH  his  own  bright  bay. 
Slow  sweep   his  dark  and  gathering 

floodsi 
Arched  over  by  the  ancient  woods, 
Which  Time,  m  those  dim  solitudes, 

Wielding  the  dull  axe  of  Decay, 

Alone  hath  ever  shorn  away. 

• 
Not  thus,  within  the  woods  which  hide 
The  beauty  of  thy  azure  tide. 

Aim!  with  their  falling  timben  block 
Thy  broken  currents,  Kennebec  I 
Gazes  the  white  man  on  the  wreck 

Ofthedown-trodden  Norridgewock, — 
lu  one  lone  village  hemmed  at  length. 
In  battle  shorn  ofhalf  their  strength. 
Turned,  like  the  panther  in  his  lair. 

With  his  fast-flowing  life-blood  wet, 
For  one  last  strunle  of  despair. 

Wounded  and  nunt,  but  tameless  yet  I 
Unreaped,  upon  the  planting  lands, 
The  scant,  neglected  harvest  stands : 

No  shout  is  there,  —  no  dance,  —  no 
song: 
The  aspect  of  the  very  child 
Scowls  with  a  meaning  sad  and  wild 

Of  bitterness  and  wrong. 
The  almost  infant  Norridgewock 
Essays  to  liil  the  tomahawk  : 
And  plucks  his  father's  kntfe  away. 
To  mimic,  in  his  frightful  playt 

The  scalping  of  an  English  foe : 
Wreathes  on  his  lip  a  horrid  smile, 
Bums,  like  a  snake's,  his  small  eye, 
while 

Some  bough  or  saplingmeets  his  blow. 
T1»»  fidaer,  as  be  dn^  his  line, 


Starts,  when  he  sees  the  hazels  quiver 
Along  the  margin  of  the  river, 
Looks  up  and  down  the  rippling  tide. 
And  grasps  the  firelock  at  nis  side. 
Fcnr  fiomazeen^^  from  Tacconock 
Has  sent  his  runners  to  Norridgewock, 
With  tidings  that  Moultou  and  Harmon 
ofV^rk 

Far  up  the  river  have  come  : 
They  have  lefk  their  boats, — they  have 

entered  the  wood, 
And  filled  the  depths  of  the  solitude 

With  the  sound  of  the  ranger's  drum. 

On  the  brow  of  a  hiD,  which  slopes  to 

meet 
The  flowing  river,  and  bathe  its  feet,  — 
The  bare-washed  rock,  and  the  droop- 
ing grass, 
And  the  creeping  vine,  as  the  waters 

pass,— 
A  rude  and  unshapely  chapel  stands. 
Built  up  in  that  wild  by  unskilled  hands; 
Yet  the  traveller  knows  it  a  place  of 

prayer, 
For  the  holy  sign  of  the  cross  b  there : 
And  should  he  chance  at  that  place  to 

be, 
Of  a  Sabbath  mom,  or  some  hallowed 

day, 
When  prayers  are  made  and  masses  are 

saio. 
Some  for  the  living  and  some  for  the 

dead, 
Well  might  that  traveller  start  to  see 
The  tall  dark  forms,  that  take  their 

way 
From  the  birch  canoe,  on  the  river-shore. 
And  the  forest  paths,  to  that  chapel 

door; 
And  marvel  tn  mark  the  naked  knees 
And  the    dusky  foreheads  bending 

there, 
While,  in  coarse  white  vesture,  over 

these 
Tn  blessing  or  in  prayer. 
Stretching  abroad  his  thin  pale  hands, 
Like  a  shrouded  ghost,  the  Jesuit  t* 

stands. 

Two  forms  are  now  in  that  cha{>el  dim, 
The  Jesuit,  silent  and  sad  and  pale. 
Anxiously  heeding  some  fearfoTtalc^ 

Which  a  stranger  is  tellmg  him. 
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That  stranger's  garb  is  soiled  and  torn, 
And  wet  with  dew  and  loosely  worn  ; 
Her  fair  neglected  hair  falls  down 
O'er  cheeks  with  wind  and  sunshine 

brown ; 
Yet  still,  in  that  disordered  face. 
The  Jesuit's  cautious  eye  can  trace 
Those  elements  of  former  grace 
Which,  half  effaced,  seem  scarcely  less, 
Even  now,  than  perfect  loveliness. 

With  drooping  head,  and  voice  so  low, 
That  scarce   it   meets  the  Jesuit*! 
ears,  — 

While  through  her  clasped  fingers  flow. 

From  the  heart's  fountain,  hot  and  slow, 
Her  penitential  tears,  — 

She  tells  the  story  of  the  woe 
And  evil  of  her  years. 

**  O  father,  bear  with  me  :  my  heart 
Is  sick  and  death-like,  and  m^  brain 
Seems  girdled  with  a  fiery  chain. 

Whose  scorching  links  will  never  part. 
And  never  cool  aeain. 

Bear  with  me  while  I  speak,  —  but  turn 
Away  that  gentle  eye,  the  while,  — 

The  fires  of  guilt  more  fiercely  bum 
Beneath  its  holy  smile  ; 

For  half  I  £wcy  1  can  see 

My  mother's  sainted  look  in  thee. 

*'  My  dear  lost  mother  I  sad  and  pale, 

Moumfullv  sinkine  day  by  day, 
And  with  a  hold  on  Ufe  as  frail 
As  frosted  leaves,  that,  thin  and  gray. 
Hang  feebly  on  their  parent  spray. 
And  tremble  m  the  gale  : 
Yet  watching  o'er  my  childishness 
With  patient  fondness,  —  not  the  less 
For  all  the  agony  which  kept 
Her  blue  eye  wakeful,  while  I  slept ; 
And  checking  every  tear  and  groan 
That  haply  might  nave  waked  my  own. 
And  bearing  still,  without  offence. 
My  idle  words,  and  petulance  ; 

Reproving  with  a  tear,  —  and,  while 
The  tooth  (n  pain  was  keenly  preying 
Upon  her  veiy  heart,  repaying 
My  brief  repentance  with  a  smile. 

"  O,  in  her  meek,  forgiving  eye 
There  was  a  brightness  not  of  mirth, 

A  li^ht  whose  clear  intensity 
Wju  borrowed  not  of  earth. 


Along  her  cheek  a  deepenivg^  red 
Told  where  the  feverish  hectic  fed ; 

And  yet,  each  fatal  token  gave 
To  the  mild  beauty  of  her  face 
A  newer  and  a  dearer  grace, 

Unwaming  of  the  grave. 
*T  was  like  the  hue  which  Autumn  givea 
To  yonder  changed  and  dying  leaves. 

Breathed  over  by  his  frosty  breath ; 
Scarce  can  the  gazer  feel  that  this 
Is  but  the  spoiler's  treacherous  kiss, 

The  mocking-smile  of  Death  ! 

'*  Sweet  were  the  tales  she  used  to  tel 

When  summer's  eve  was  dear  to  u% 
And,  ^ding  firom  the  darkening  dell. 
The  glory  of  the  sunset  fell 

On  wooded  Agamenticus,  — 
When,  sitting  by  our  cottage  wall. 
The  murmur  of^the  Saco's  feU, 

And  the  south -wind's  expiring  sighs 
Came,  softly  blending,  on  my  ear. 
With  the  low  tones  I  loved  to  hear : 

Tales  of  the  pure,  —  the  good,  —  thf 
wise,—* 
The  holy  men  and  maids  of  old. 
In  the  all-sacred  pages  told ;  — 
Of  Rachel,  stooped  at  Haran's  foutt< 
tains. 

Amid  her  father's  thirsty  flock. 
Beautiful  to  her  kinsman  seeming^ 
As  the  bright  angels  of  his  dreaming^ 

On  Padan-aran's  holy  rock  ; 
Of  gentle  Ruth,  —  and  her  who  kept 

Her  awful  vi^il  on  the  mountains. 
By  Israel's  virgin  daughters  wept  ;^ 
Of  Miriam,  with  her  maidens,  smging; 

The  song  for  grateful  Israel  meet. 
While  every  crimson  wave  was  bringing 

The  spoils  of  Egypt  at  her  f«et ; 
Of  her,  —  Samaria's  humble  daughter. 

Who  paused  to  hear,  beside  her  well. 

Lessons  of  love  and  tnith,  which  fell 
SoAIy  as  Shiloh's  flowing  water ; 

And  saw,  beneath  his  pilgrim  guise. 
The  Promised  One,  so  long  foretold 
By  holy  seer  and  bard  of  old. 

Revealed  before  her  wondering  eyes, 

"  Slowly  she  faded    Day  by  day 
Her  step  grew  weaker  in  our  hall. 
And  fainter,  at  each  even -fall, 

Her  sad  voice  died  away. 
Yet  on  her  thin,  pale  lip,  the  while. 
Sat  Resignation's  holy  smile : 
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And  even  my  fiither  checked  his  tread. 
And  hushed  his  voice,  beside  her  bed : 
Beneath  the  calm  and  sad  rebuke 
Of  her  meek  eye's  imploring  look. 
The  scowl  of  hate  his  brow  forsook. 

And  in  his  stem  and  gloomy  eye. 
At  times,  a  few  unwonted  tears 
Wet  the  dark  lashes,  which  for  years 

Hatred  and  pride  had  kept  so' dry. 

*  Calm  as  a  child  to  slumber  soothed. 
As  if  an  angel's  hand  had  smoothed 

The  still,  white  features  into  rest. 
Silent  and  cold,  without  a  breath 

To  stir  tlic  drapery  on  her  breast. 
Pain,  with  its  keen  and  poisoned  fiing, 
The  horror  of  the  mortal  pang. 
The  suffering  look  her  brow  had  worn. 
The  fear,  the  strife,  the  anguish  gone,  — 

She  slept  at  last  in  deaUi  1 

'^O,  tell  me,  fether,  can  the  dead 
Walk  on  the  earth,  and  look  on  ns, 

And  lay  upon  the  livinf^'s  head 
Their  blessins  or  their  curse  ? 

For,  O,  last  nignt  she  stood  by  me. 

As  I  lay  beneath  the  woodland  tree  I 

The  Jesuit  crosses  himself  in  awe,  — 
'*  Jesu  I  what  was  it  my  daughter  saw  ? 

**  SJu  came  to  me  last  night 

llie  dried  leaves  dta  not  feel  her 
tread ; 
She  stood  by  me  in  the  wan  moonlight. 

In  the  white  robes  of  the  dead  t 
Pale,  and  very  mournfully 
She  bent  her  light  form  over  me. 
I  heard  no  sound,  I  felt  no  breath 
Breathe  o'er  me  frnm  that  fece  of  death : 
/ts  blue  eyes  rested  on  my  own, 
Rayless  and  cold  as  eyes  of  stone ; 
Yet,  in  their  fixed,  unchanging  gaze, 
S<Mnething,  which  spoke  of  early  days,  — 
A  sadness  in  their  quiet  glare. 
As  if  love's  smile  were  frozen  there,  ■— 
Came  o'er  me  with  an  icy  thrill ; 
O  God  I  I  feel  its  presence  still !  '* 

The  Jesuit  makes  the  holy  sign,  — 
"  How  passed   the   vision,    daughter 
nune  ?  " 


tt 
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"  All  dimly  in  the  wan  moonshine. 
As  a  wreatl)  of  mist  will  twist  and  twine. 


And  scatter,  and  melt  into  the  li^ht,  — 
So  scattering,  —  melting  on  my  sight, 

The  pale,  cold  vision  passea  : 
But  those  sad  eyes  were  fixed  on  mine 

Mournfully  to  the  last." 


t< 


God  help  thee,  daughter,  tell  me  why 
That  spirit  passed  before  thine  eye  I " 

**  Father,  I  know  not,  save  it  be 
That  deeds  of  mine  have  summoned 

her 
From  the  unbreathing  sepulchre. 
To  leave  her  last  rebuke  with  me. 
Ah,  woe  for  me  !  my  mother  died 
Just  at  the  moment  when  I  stood 
Close  on  the  verge  of  womanhood, 
A  child  in  everything  beside  ; 
And  when  my  wild  heart  needed  most 
Her  gentle  counsels,  they  were  lost. 

"  My  iather  lived  a  stormy  life. 
Of  finequent  change  and  daily  strife  : 
And,  —  God  forgive  him  I  left  his  chiW 
To  feel,  like  him,  a  ftvedom  wild ; 
To  love  the  red  man's  dwelling-place, 

The  birch  boat  on  his  shaded  floods, 
The  wild  excitement  of  the  chase 

Sweeping  the  ancient  woods, 
The  camp-fire,  blazing  on  the  shore 

Of  the  still  lakes,  the  clear  stream, 
where 

The  idle  fisher  sets  his  wear. 
Or  angles  in  the  shade,  far  more 

Than  that  restraining  awe  I  felt 
Beneath  my  gentle  mother's  care. 

When  nightly  at  her  knee  I  knelt. 
With  childhooa's  simple  prayer. 

**  There  came  a  change.    The  wild, 
glad  mood 

Of  unchecked  fireedom  passed. 
Amid  the  ancient  solitude 
Of  unshorn  grass  and  waving  wood. 

And  waters  glancing  bright  and  fast. 
A  softened  voice  was  m  my  ear. 
Sweet  as  those  lulling  sounds  and  fine 
The  hunter  lifts  his  head  to  hear, 
Now  far  and  faint,  now  full  and  near — 

The  murmur  of  the  wind-swept  pine. 
A  manly  form  was  ever  nigh, 
A  bold,  free  hunter,  with  an  eye 

Whose  dark,  keen  glance  had  power 
to  wake 
Both  fear  and  love, — to  awe  and  chann : 
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*T  WAS  ao  the  iritard  rattlesnake. 
Whose  evil  elances  lure  to  harm  — 
Whose  cold  and  small  and  glittering 

And  brOliant  coil,  and  changing  dye, 
Draw,  step  by  step,  the  gazer  near, 
With  drooping  wing  and  cry  of  fear. 
Yet  powerless  all  to  turn  away, 
A  conscious,  but  a  willing  prey  I 

Fear,  doubt,  thought,  life  itself,  erelong 
Merged  in  one  feeling  deep  and  strong. 
Faded  the  world  which  I  had  known, 

A  poor  vain  shadow,  cold  and  waste ; 
In  the  warm  present  bliss  alone 

Seemed  I  of  actual  life  to  taste. 
Fond  longings  dimly  understood, 
The  glow  of  passion  s  quickening  blood, 
And  cherished  fiintasies  which  press 
The  voung  lip  with  a  dream's  caress,  — 
The  heart  s  forecast  and  prophecy 
Took  form  and  life  before  my  eye, 
Seen  in  the  glance  which  met  my  own, 
Heard  in  the  soft  and  pleading  tone. 
Felt  in  the  arms  around  me  cast. 
And  warm  heart-pulses  beating  fast. 
Ah  t  scarcely  yet  to  God  above 
With  deeper  trust,  with  stronger  love 
Has  prayerful  saint  his  meek  heart  lent. 
Or  cloistered  nun  at  twilight  bent, 
Than  I,  before  a  human  shnne, 
As  mortal  and  as  frail  as  mine. 
With  heart,  and  soul,  and  mind,  and 

form. 
Knelt  madly  to  a  fellow-worm. 

**  Full  soon,  upon  that  dream  of  sin, 
An  awful  light  came  bursting  in. 
The  shrine  was  cold,  at  which  I  knelt 

The  idol  of  that  shrine  was  gone  ; 
A  humbled  thing  of  shame  and  guilt, 

Outcast,  and  spumed  and  lone. 
Wrapt  in  the  shadows  of  my  crime,  ^ 

With  withering  heart  and  burning 
brain. 

And  tears  that  fell  like  fiery  rain, 
I  passed  a  fearful  time. 

"  There  came  a  voice  —  it  checked  the 
*  tear  — 

In    heart   and   soul    it   wrought    a 
change : —  « 

M V  father's  voice  was  in  my  ear ; 
It  whispered  of  revenge ! 


A  new  and  fiercer  feeling  swept 
All  lingering  tenderness  away ; 

And  tinr  passions,  which  had  slept. 
In  childhood's  better  dav, 

Unknown,  unfelt,  arose  at  length 

In  all  their  own  demoniac  strength. 

**  A  youthful  warrior  of  the  wild. 
By  words  deceived,  bjf  smiles  beguile4» 
Of  crime  the  cheated  instrument. 
Upon  our  fatal  errands  went 

Through  camp  and  town  and  wilder^ 
ness 
He  tracked  his  victim  ;  and,  at  last. 
Just  when  the  tide  of  hate  had  passed. 
And  milder  thoughts  came  warm  aoo 

fast. 
Exulting,  at  my  feet  he  cast 

The  bloody  token  of  success. 

"  O  God  !  with  what  an  awful  power 

I  saw  the  buried  past  uprise. 
And  gather,  in  a  single  hour. 

Its  ehost-like  memories  I 
And  then  t  felt  —  alas  I  too  late  — ■ 
That  undenieath  the  mask  of  hate. 
That  shame  and  guilt  and  wrong  hiia 

thrown 
O'er  feelings  which  they  might  not  own. 

The  heart's  wild  love  had  known  no 
change ; 
And  still,  that  deep  and  hidden  love. 
With  its  first  fondness,  wept  above 

The  victim  of  its  own  revenge  ! 
There  lay  the  fearful  scalp,  and  there 
The  blood  was  on  its  pale  brown  hair  7 
I  thought  not  of  the  victim's  scorn, 

I  thoueht  not  of  his  baleful  guile. 
My  deadly  wrong,  my  outcast  name, 
The  characters  of  sin  and  shame 
On  heart  and  forehead  drawn  : 

I  only  saw  that  victim's  smile,  — 
The  still,  green  places  where  we  met,  — 
The  moonlit  branches,  dewy  wet ; 
I  only  felt,  I  only  heard 
The  greetii^g  an^  the  parting  word,  — 
The  smile,  —  the  embrace,  — the  tonei 

which  made 
An  EMen  of  the  forest  shad& 

"  And  oh,  with  what  a  loathing  eve. 
With  what  a  deadly  hate,  arra  deepw 

I  saw  that  Indian  murderer  lie 
Before  me,  in  his  drunken  sleep  I 
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What  though  for  me  the  deed  was  done. 
And  words  of  mine  had  sped  him  on  I 
Yet  when  he  murmured,  as  he  slept, 

The  horrors  of  that  deed  of  blood. 
The  tide  of  utter  madness  swept 

O'er  brain  and  bosom,  like  ^  flood. 
And,  fitther.  with  this  hand  of  mine  —  " 

"  Ha  !  what  didst  thou  ? "  the  Jesuit 
cries, 
Shuddering,  assmitten  with  sudden  pain, 

And  shading,  with  one  thin  hand,  his 
eyes, 
With  the  other  he  makes  the  holysign. 
"  —  I  smote  him  as  I  would  a  worm  :  — 
With  heart  as  steeled,  with  nerves  as 
firm: 

He  never  woke  again  I " 

0 

**  Woman  of  sin  sind  blood  and  shame. 
Speak,  —  I  would  know  that  victim's 
name.'* 

'*  Father,"  she  gasped,  "  a  chieftain, 

known 
As  Sacu's  Sachem, — M  OGG  Mbgonb  I '* 

Pale  priest  I    What  proud  and  lofty 

dreams, 
What    keen    desires,  what   cherished 

schemes. 
What  hopes,  that  time  may  not  recall. 
Are  darkened  by  that  chieftain's  fall  I 
Was  h'*  not  pledged,  by  cross  and  vow, 

To  lift  the  hatchet  of  his  sire. 
And,  round  his  own,  the  Church's  foe. 

To  light  the  avenging  fire  ? 
Who  now  the  Tarrantine  shall  wake. 
For  thine  and  for  the  Church's  sake? 

Who  summon  to  the  scene 
Of  conquest  and  unsparing  strife. 
And  vengeance  dearer  than  his  life, 

The  fiery-souled  Castine?!^ 


Three    backward    steps    the     Jesuit 

takes, — 
His  long,  thin  frame  as  ague  shakes ; 

And  loathing  hate  is  in  his  eye. 
As  from  his  lips  these  words  of  fear 
Fall  hoarsely  on  the  maiden's  ear,  — 
"  The  soul  that  cinneth  shall  sureK 
diel'* 

She  stands,  as  stands  the  stricken  deer, 
Checked  midway  in  the  fearful  chase. 
When  bursts,  upon  his  eye  and  ear, 
The  gaunt,  gray  robber,  baying  near. 
Between  him  and  bis  hidmg-place : 
While  still  behind,  with  yell  and  blow, 
Sweeps,  like  a  storm,  the  coming  foe. 
**  Save  me,  O  holy  man  !  "  —  her  cry 
Fills  all  the  void,  as  if  a  tongue, 
Unseen,  from  rib  and  rafterhung, 
Thrilling  with  mortal  agony ; 
Her  hands  are  clasping  the  Jesuit's 
knee. 
And  her  eye  looks  fearfully  into  his 
own  ;  — 
"  Off,  woman  of  sin  !  —  nay,  touch  not 
me 
With  those  fingers  of  blood  ;  —  be- 
gone I " 
With  a  gesture  of  horror,  he  spurns  the 

form 
That  writhes  at  his  feet  like  a  trodden 
worm. 

Ever  thus  the  spirit  must. 
Guilty  in  the  sight  oi  Heaven* 
With  a  keener  woe  be  riven. 

For  its  weak  and  sinful  tnist 

In  the  strength  of  human  dust ; 
And  its  anguish  thrill  aftesh. 

For  each  vain  reliance  given 
To  the  failing  arm  of  flesh. 


PART  III. 


Ah,  weary  Priest !  —  with  pale  hands 
pressed 

On  thy  throbbing  brow  of  pain, 
Baftled  m  thy  life-long  quest, 

Overworn  with  toiling  vain. 
How  ill  thy  troubled  musings  fit 

The  holy  quiet  of  a  breast  ^ 

With  the  Dove  of  Peace  at  rest. 
Sweetly  brooding  over  it. 


Thoughts  are  thine  which  have  no  part 
With  the  meek  and  pure  of  heart. 
Undisturbed  by  outward  things. 
Resting  in  the  neav«nly  shade. 
By  the  overs^jrehding  wings 

Of  the  BlwS'jcd  Spirit  made. 
Thoughts  o.' strife  and  hate  and  wron# 
Sweep  thy  .leat^'i  brain  along.  — - 
Fading  hop^s  lor  whose  success 
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It  were  ftin  lo  breathe  a  prayer ;  — 
Schemes   which  Heaven  may    never 
blcM, — 

Fears  which  darken  to  despair. 
Hoarv  priest  I  thy  dream  is  done 
Of  a  hundred  red  tribes  won 

To  the  pale  of  Holv  Church  ; 
And  the  heretic  o'ertKrown, 
And  his  name  no  longer  known. 
And  thy  weary  brethren  turning, 
Joyful  m>m  their  years  of  mourning, 
'Twixt  the  altar  and  the  porch. 
Hark  I  what  sudden  sound  is  beard 

In  the  wood  and  in  the  sk^. 
Shriller  than  the  scream  of  bird,  — 

Than  the  trumpet's  clang  more  high  I 
Every  wolf-cave  of  the  hills,  — 

Forest  arch  and  mountain  gorge, 

Rock  and  dell,  and  river  verge,  — 
With  an  answering  echo  thrills. 
Well  does  the  Jesuit  know  that  cry. 
Which  summons  the  Norridgewock  to 

die, 
And  tells  that  the  foe  of  his  flock  is  nigh. 
He  listens,  and  hears  the  rangers  come, 
With  loud  hurrah,  and  iar  of  drum. 
And  hurrying  feet  (for  the  chase  is  notX 
And  the  snort,  sharp  sound  of  rifle  shot. 
And  taunt  and  menace, — answered  well 
Bv  the  Indians'  mocking  cry  and  veil, — 
The  bark  of  dogs,  —  the  squaw's  mad 

scream,  — 
The  dash  of  p;iddles  along  thestream, — 
The  whistle  ot  shot  as  it  cuts  the  leaves 
Of  the  maples  around  the   church's 

eaves,  — 
And   the   gride   of  hatchets,  fiercely 

thrown. 
On  wigwam-log  and  tree  and  stone. 
Black  with  the  grime  of  paint  and  dust, 

Spotted  and   streakea  with  human 
gore, 
A  grim  and  naked  head  is  thrust 

within  the  chapel -door. 
•*  Ha  —  Bomazeen  I  —  In  God's  name 

say, 
What  mean  these  sounds  of  bloody 

fray?" 
Silent,  the  Indian  points  his  hand 

I'o  where  across  the  echoing  glen 
Sweep  Harmon's  dreaded  ranger-band. 

And  Moulton  with  his  men. 
"  Where  are  thy  warriors,  Bomazeen  ? 
Where  are  De  Rouville>Band  Caffaoe, 


And   where   the   braves  of  Saw^a** 

^ueen  ?  " 
*'  Let  my  father  find  the  winter  snow 
Which  t  ne  sun  drank  up  long  moonsago ) 
Under  the  £dls  of  Tacconock, 
The  wolves  are  eating  th^  Norridge- 
wock; 
Castine  with  his  wives  lies  clo5ely  hid 
Like  a  fox  in  the  woods  of  Pemaquid  I 
On  Saw^'s  banks  the  man  of  war 
Sits  in  his  wigwam  like  a  squaw,  — 
Squando  has  ned,  and  M<^(g  Megone, 
Struck  by  the  knife  of  Sacamore  John, 
Lies  stiflTand  staric  and  cold  as  a  stone.** 

Fearfully  over  the  Jesuit's  fiice. 

Of  a  thousand  thoughts,   trace  after 

trace. 
Like  swift  cloud-shadows,  each  other 

chase. 
One  instant,  his  fingers  grasp  his  knife. 
For  a  last  vain  struggle  for  cherished 

life,  - 
The  next,  he  hurls  the  blade  away. 
And  kneels  at  his  altar's  foot  to  pray ; 
Over  his  beads  his  fingen  stray. 
And  he  kisses  the  cross,  and  calls  aloud 
On  the  Virgin  and  her  Son  ; 
For  terrible  thoughts  his  memory  crowd 

Of  evil  seen  and  done,  — 
Of  scalps  brought  home  by  his  savage 

flock 
From  Casco  and  Sawga  and  Sagada- 

hock. 
In  the  Church's  service  won. 

No  shrift  the  gloomy  savage  brooks. 
As  scowling  on  the  priest  he  looks : 
"  Cowesass  —  cowesass  —  tawhich  wea- 

saseen  ?  *• 
Let  my  father  look  upon  Bomazeen,  — 
My  father's  heart  is  the  heart  of  a 

squaw,  ' 
Rut  mine  is  sohardthatit  does  notthaw: 
Let  my  father  ask  his  God  to  make 
A  dance  and  a  feast  for  a  great  saga- 

n»ore. 
When  he  paddles  across  the  wester* 

lake, 
With  hiH  dops  and  his  squaws  to  the 

spirit's  shore. 
Cowesass  —  cowesass  —  tawhich 

sateen  ? 
Let  my  father  die  like  Boreaxeen  ! 
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Throagh  the  chapers  narrow  doora, 

And  through   each  window  in   the 
walls, 
Round  the  priest  and  warrior  pours 

The  deadliy  shower  of  English  balls. 
Low  on  his  cross  the  Jesuit  falls ; 
While  at  his  side  the  Norridgewock, 
With  failing  breath,  essays  to  mock 
And  menace  yet  the  hated  foe,  — 
Shakes  hb  scalp-trophies  to  and  fro 

Exultingly  before  their  eyes,  — 
Till,  cleft  and  torn  by  shot  and  blow, 

Defiant  still,  he  dies. 

**  So  fiure  all  eaters  of  the  firog  I 
Death  to  the  Babvlonidi  dog  I 

Down  with  the  oeast  of  Rome ! " 
With  shouts  like  these,  around  the  dead. 
Unconscious  on  his  bloody  bed. 

The  rangers  crowding  come. 
Brave  men  !  the  dead  pnest  cannot  hear 
Theunfeeline  taunt, — thebrutal  jeer ; — 
Spurn  —  for  he  sees  ye  not  —  in  wrath, 
llie  symbol  of  your  Saviour's  death  ; 

Tear  fVom  his  death-grasp,  in  your 
zeal. 
And  trample,  as  a  thing[  accursed. 
The  cross  he  cherished  m  the  dust : 

The  dead  man  cannot  feel  1 

Brutal  alike  in  deed  and  word. 

With  callous  heart  and  hand  of  strife. 
How  like  a  fiend  may  man  be  made. 
Plying  the  foul  and  monstrous  trade 

Whose  harvest-field  is  human  life. 
Whose  sickle  is  the  reelcing  sword  I 
Quenching,  with  reckless  hand  in  blood, 
Sparks  kindled  by  the  breath  of  God ; 
l/mng  the  deathless  soul,  unshriven. 

Of  open  guilt  or  recref  sin. 
Before  the  bar  of  that  {lure  Heaven 

The  holy  only  enter  in  | 
O,  by  the  widow's  sore  distress. 
The  orplian's  wailing  wretchedness, 
By  Virtue  strugelinjg  in  the  accursed 
Embraces  of  poilutmg  Lust, 
By  the  fell  discord  of  the  Pit, 
And  the  pained  souls  that  people  it 
And  by  tne  blessed  peace  which  fills 

The  Paradise  of  God  forever, 
Resting  on  all  its  holy  hills, 

And  flowing  with  its  crystal  river,  — 
Let  Christian  harxls  no  longer  bear 

In  triumph  on  his  crimson  car 


The  foul  and  idol  god  of  war : 
No  more  the  purple  wreaths  prepare 
To  bind  amid  his  snak^  hair ; 
Nor  Christian  bards  his  glories  tell, 
Nor  Christian  tongues  his  praises  swell. 

Through  ^  the   gun  -  smoke  wreathing 

white. 
Glimpses  on  the  soldiers'  sight 
A  thing  of  human  shape  I  ween, 
For  a  moment  only  seen. 
With  its  loose  hair  backward  streaming, 
And  its  eyeballs  madly^  gleaming. 
Shrieking,  like  a  soul  in  pain. 

From  tne  worid  of  light  and  breath. 
Hurrying  to  its  place  again. 

Spectre-like  it  vanisheth  I 

Wretched  girl  I  one  eye  alone 
Notes  the  way  which  thou  hast  gone. 
That  great  Eye,  which  slumbers  never, 
Watch ine  o'er  a  lost  world  ever. 
Tracks  tnee  over  vale  and  mountain, 
Bv  the  gushing  forest -fountain. 
Plucking  from  the  vine  its  fruit. 
Searching  for  the  ground-nut's  root. 
Peering  in  the  she-wolf^s  den, 
Wading  through  the  marshy  fen. 
Where  the  sluggish  water-snake 
Basks  beside  the  sunny  brake, 
Coilin);  in  his  slimy  bed. 
Smooth  and  cold  against  thy  tread,  — 
Purposeless,  thy  mazy  way 
Threading  through  the  lingering  day. 
And  at  night  securely  sleeping 
Where  thedogwood'sdews  are  weeping  I 
Still,  though  earth  and  man  disoml 

thee. 
Doth  thy  Heavenly  Father  ^uard  tht.ci 
He  who  spared  the  guilty  Cain, 

Even  when  a  brother's  blood, 

Cr3ring  in  the  ear  of  God, 
Gave  the  earth  its  primal  stain,  — 
He  whose  mercy  ever  liveth. 
Who  repenting  guilt  fotgiveth, 
And  the  broken  neart  receiveth,  — 
Wanderer  of  the  wilderness. 

Haunted,  guilty,  crazed,  and  wild. 
He  r^rdetn  thy  distress, 

And  careth  for  his  sinful  child  I 


'T  is  spring-time  on  the  eastern  hills  / 
Like  torrents  gush  the  summer  rills ; 
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Through  winter's  moss  and  dry  dead 

leaves 
The  bladed  grass  revives  and  lives, 
Pushes  the  mouldering  waste  away. 
And  glimpses  to  the  April  day. 
In  kindly  shower  and  sunshine  bod 
The  branches  of  the  dull  gray  wood  ; 
Out    from    its  sunned  and   sheltered 

nooks 
The  blue  eve  of  the  violet  looks ; 
The  southwest  wind  is  warmly  blow- 

And  odors  from  the  springing  grass, 
I'he  pine-tree  and  the  sassafras, 
Are  with  it  on  its  errands  going. 

A  band  is  marching  through  the  wood 
Where  rolls  the  Kennebec  his  flood,  — 
The  warriors  of  the  wilderness, 
Painted,  and  in  their  battle  dress  ; 
And  with  them  one  whose    bearded 

cheek. 
And  white  and  wrinkled  brow,  bespeak 

A    wanderer    from    the    shores   of 
France. 
A  few  long  locks  of  scattering  snow 
Beneath  a  battered  morion  flow, 
And  from  the  rivets  of  the  vest 
Which  girds  in  steel  his  ample  breast, 

The  slanted  sunbeams  glance. 
In  the  harsh  outlines  of  his  face 
Passion  and  sin  have  left  their  trace  ; 
Yet,  save  worn  brow  and  thin  gray 

^  hair, 
No  signs  of  weary  age  are  there. 

His  step  is  firm,  his  eye  is  keen. 
Nor  years  in  broil  and  battle  spent. 
Nor  toil,  nor  wounds,  nor  pain  have  bent 

l*he  lordly  friime  of  old  Castine. 

No  purpose  now  of  strife  and  blood 

Urges  the  hoary  veteran  on  : 
The  nre  of  conquest,  and  the  mood 

Of  chivalry  have  i^one. 
A  mournful  task  is  his,  —  to  lay 

Within  the  earth  the  bones  of  those 
Who  perished  in  that  fearful  day. 
When  Norridgewock  became  the  prey 

Of  all  unsparing  foes. 
Sadly  and  still,  dark  thoughts  between, 
Of  cbmins  vengeance  mused  Castine, 
Of  the  fallen  chieftain  Rnmazeen, 
Who  bade  for  him  the  Norridgewockk 
Jl\%  up  their  buried  tomahawks 


For  firm  defence  or  swift  attadc : 
And  him  whose  friendship  formed  the 
tie 
Which  held  the  stem  self-enle  back 
From  lapsing  into  savagery  ; 
Whose  garb  and  tone  and  kindly  glance 
Recalled  a  younger,  happier  day. 
And  prompted  memory  s  fond  essay. 
To  bridge  the  mighty  waste  which  lay 
Between  his  wild  home  and  that  gray. 
Tall  chateau  of  his  native  France, 
.Whose  chapel  bell,  with  far-heard  din 
Ushered  his  birth-hour  gayly  in. 
And  counted  with  its  solemn  toll 
The  masses  for  his  father's  souL 

Hark  !  firom  the  foremost  of  the  band 

Suddenly  bursts  the  Indian  yell ; 
For  now  on  the  very  spot  they' stand 
Where  the  Nomdgewocks  fighting 
fell. 
No  wigw^am  smoke  is  curling  there : 
The  very  earth  is  scorched  and  bare  : 
And  they  pause  and  listen  to  catch  a 
sound 
Of  breathing  life,  —  but  there  comes 
not  one, 
Save  the  fox's  bark  and  the  rabbit's 

bound ; 
But  here  and  there,  on  the  blackened 
ground. 
White  bones  are  glistening  in  the  sun. 
And  where  the  house  of  prayer  arose. 
And  the  holy  hymn,  at  daylight's  close. 
And  the  aged  priest  stood  up  to  bless 
The  children  of  the  wilderness, 
There  is  naught  save  ashes  sodden  and 
dank : 
And  the  birchen  boats  of  the  Nor* 

ridgewock. 
Tethered  to  tree  and  stump  and  rock. 
Rotting  along  the  river  bank  I 

Blessed  Maiy  I  who  is  she 
Leaning  against  that  maple-tree  ? 
The  sun  upon  her  &ce  bums  hot. 
But  the  fixed  eyelid  moveth  not  : 
The  squirrel's  chirp  is  shrill  and  clear 
F'om  the  dry  bough  above  her  ear ; 
Dashing  from  rock  and  root  its  spray. 

Close  at  her  feet  the  river  mshes ; 

The  blackbird's  wing   against    her 
brushes^ 

Aud  sweetly  through  the  haael-bushe* 
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The  robin's  mellow  music  gushes :  — 
God  save  her  I  will  she  sleep  alway  ? 

CsBtlne  hath  bent  him  over  the  sleeper : 
'  *  Wake,  daughter,  —  wake  I  '*  —  but 

she  stirs  no  limb : 
The  eye  that  looks  on  him  is  fixed 

axMidim: 


And  the  sleep  she  is  sleeping  shall  be 
no  deeper, 
Until  the  angel's  oath  is  said, 
And  the  final  olast  of  the  trump  goes 

forth 
To  the  graves  of  the  sea  and  the  graves 
of  earth. 
Ruth  Bonython  is  dbad  I 


_J 


(    .  _._ 
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THE  BRIDAL  OF  PENNACOOK." 


We  had  been  wandering  for  many  days 

rhroush  the  rough  northern  country. 
We  had  seen 

The  sunset,  with  its  bars  of  purple 
doud, 

Uke  a  new  heaven,  shine  upward  from 
the  lake 

Of  Winnepiseogee ;  and  had  felt 

The  sunrise  breezes,  midst  the  leafy  isles 

Which  stoop  their  summer  beauty  to 
the  lips 

Of  the  bright  waters.  We  had  checked 
our  steeds, 

Silent  with  wonder,  where  the  moun- 
tain wall 

Is  piled  to  heaven :  and,  through  the 
narrow  rift 

Of  the  vast  rocks,  against  whose  rugged 
feet 

Beats  the  mad  torrent  with  perpetual 
roar, 

Where  noonday  is  as  twilight,  and  the 
wind 

Comes  burdened  with  the  everlasting 
moan 

Of  forests  and  of  fiu--off  waterfalls. 

We  had  looked  upward  where  the  sum- 
mer sky, 

Tasselled  with  clouds  light-woven  by 
the  sun, 

Sprung  its  blue  arch  above  the  abut- 
ting crags 

O*er-roonng  the  vast  portal  of  the  land 

Beyond  the  wall  of  mountairu.  We 
had  passed 

The  high  source  of  the  Saco ;  and  be- 
wildered 

In  the  dwarf  spruce-belts  of  the  Crystal 
Hills, 

Had  heard  above  us,  like  a  voice  in  the 
cloud, 

The  horn  of  Fabyan  sounding ;  and 
atop 


Of  old  Agioochook  had  seen  the  moun- 
tains 

Piled  to  the  northward,  shagged  with 
wood,  and  thick 

As  meadow  mole-hills,  — the  far  sea  of 
Casco, 

A  white  gleam  on  the  horizon  of  the 
east  ; 

Fair  lakes,  embosomed  in  the  woods 
and  hills ; 

Moosehillock's  mountain  range,  and 
Kearsarge 

Lifting  his  Titan  forehead  to  the  sun  I 

And  we  had  rested  underneath  the  oaks 
Shadowing   the  bank,   whose    grassy 

q>ires  are  shaken 
By  the  perpetual  beating  of  the  falls 
Of  the  wild  Ammonoosuc.    We  had 

tracked 
The  winding  Pemigewasset,  overhung 
By  beechen  shadows,  whitening  down 

its  rocks, 
Or  lazily  gliding  through  its  intervals. 
From  waving  rye-6elds  sanding  up  the 

gleam 
Of  sunlit  waters.    We  bad  seen  the 

moon 
Rising  behind Umbagog'seastempines, 
Like  a  great  Indian  camp-fire ;  and  its 

TOams 
At  midnight  spanning  with  a  bridge  of 

silver 
The  Merrimack.by  Uncanoonuc's  falls. 

There  were  five  souls  of  us  whom  trav- 
el's chance 
Had   thrown  _  together  in  these  wild 

north  hills :  — 
A  dty  lawyer,  for  a  month  escaping 
From  his  dull  office,  where  the  weary  eye 
Saw  only  hot  brick  walls  and  close 
thronged  streets,  — 
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BriefleM  as  yet,  but  with  an  eye  to  see 

Life's  sunniest  side,  and  with  a  heart  to 
take 

Its  chances  all  as  godsends:  and  his 
brother. 

Pale  from  long  pulpit  studies,  yet  re- 
taining 

The  warmth  and  freshness  of  a  genial 
heart, 

Whose  mirror  of  the  beautiful  and  true. 

In  Man  and  Nature,  was  as  yet  un- 
dimmed 

Bv  dust  of  theoloffic  strife,  or  breath 

O?"  sect,  or  cobwebs  of  scholastic  lore  ; 

Like  a  dear  crystal  calm  of  water,  taking 

The  hue  amd  image  of  o'erleaning  flow- 
ers. 

Sweet  human  feces,  white  clouds  of  the 
noon^ 

Slant  starlight  glimpses  through  the 
dewy  leaves, 

And  tenderest  moonrise.  'Twas,  in 
truth,  a  study, 

To  mark  his  spirit,  alternating  between 

A  decent  and  professional  sravity 

And  an  irreverent  mirthfrilness,  which 
often 

Laughed  in  the  fece  of  his  divinity, 

Pluoted  off  the  sacred  ephod,  quite 
un  shrined 

The  oracle,  and  for  the  pattern  priest 

Left  us  the  man.  A  shrewd,  sagacious 
merchant. 

To  whom  the  soiled  sheet  found  in 
Crawford's  Inn, 

Giving  the  latest  news  of  city  stocks 

And  Mies  of  cotton,  had  a  deeper  mean- 
ing 

Than  the  great  presence  of  the  awful 
mountains 

Glorified  by  the  sunset ;  —  and  his 
daughter 

A  delicate  flower  on  whom  had  blown 
too  long  ^ 

Those  evil  winds,  which,  sweeping 
from  the  ice 

And  winnowing  the  fogs  of  Labrador, 

Shed  their  cold  blight  round  Massa- 
chusetts Bay, 

With  the^  same  breath  which  stirs 
Spring's  opening  leaves 

And  lifts  her  half-formed  flower-bell  on 
its  stem, 

Poisoning  our  seaside  atmosphere. 


Tt  chanced 
That  as  we  turned  upon  our  homeward 

way, 
A  drear  northeastern  storm  came  howl- 
ing up 
The  valley  of  the  Saco ;  and  that  eirl 
Who  had  stood  with  us  upon  Mount 

Washington, 
Her  brown  locks  ruffled  by  the  wind 

which  whirled 
In  gusts  around  its  sharp  cold  pinnade. 
Who  had  joined  our  gay  trout-fishing 

in  the  streams 
Which  lave  that  giant's  feet;  whoee 

laogdh  was  heard 
Like  a  bird*s  carol  on  the  sunrise  breeze 
Which   swelled   our   sail  amidst  the 

lake's  ^een  islands. 
Shrank  ,frt>m  its  harsh,  chill  breath,  and 

visibly  drooped 
Like  a  flower  in  the  finost    So,  in  that 

quiet  inn 
Which   looks   firom    Conway  on   the 

mountains  piled  ^ 
Heavilyagainst  the  horizon  of  the  north. 
Like  summer  thunderclouds,  we  made 

our  home  :^ 
And  while  the  mist  hung  over  dripping 

hills. 
And  the  cold  wind-driven  rain-drops 

all  day  long^ 
Beat  their  sad  music  upon  roof  and  psuie. 
We  strove  to  cheer  our  gentle  invalid. 

The  lawyer  in  the  pauses  of  the  storm 
Went  angling  down  the  Saco,  and,  re- 
turning 
Recounted  his  aulventures  and  mishaps: 
Gave  us  the  history  of  his  scaly  clients, 
Mingling  with  ludicrous  yet  apt  citations 
Of  barbarous  law  Latin,  paj^sages 
From  Izaak  Walton's  Angler,  sweet  and 

fr«sh 
As  the  flower-skirted  streams  of  Staf 

fordshire. 
Where,  under  aged  trees,  the  southweak 

wind 
Of  soft  June  mornings  fenned  the  thin, 

white  hair 
Of  the  sage  fisher.  And,  if  truth  be  told. 
Our  youthful  candidate  forsook  his  ser 

mons, 
His  commentaries,  articles  and  creedsi 
For  the  fair  page  of  human  loveliness,  — 
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Hie  misttl  of  yoong  hearts,  whose  sa- 
cred text 

fs  music,  its  iOomining  sweet  smiles. 

He  san^  the  songs  she  loved ;  and  ia 
his  low, 

Deep,  tiniest  voice,  recited  many  a  page 

Of  poetry,  — the  holiest,  tenderest  lines 

Of  the  sad  bard  of  Olney,  —  the  sweet 
songs, 

Simple  and  beautiful  as  Truth  and  Na- 
ture, 

Of  hiro  whose  whitened  locks  on  Rydal 
Mount 

Are  lifted  yet  by  morning  breezes  blow- 
ing 

From  the  green  hills,  immortal  in  his 
lays. 

And  for  m  vsel^  obedient  to  her  wish, 

I  searched  our  landlord's  proffered  li- 
brary, — 

A  well-thumbed  Bunyan,  with  its  nice 
wood  pictures 

Of  scalv  fiends  and  angels  not  unlike 
tnem, — 

Watts*  unmelodious  psalms, — Astrol- 

Last  home,  a  musty  pile  of  almanacs. 
And  an  old  chronicle  of  border  wan 
And  Indian  history.    And,  as  I  read 
A  story  of  the  marriage  of  the  Chief 
Of  Saugus  to  the  dusky  Weetamoo^ 
Daughter  of  Passaconaway,  who  dwelt 
In  the  old  time  upon  the  Meirimack, 
Our  fair  one,  in  tne  playful  exercise 
Of  her  preroeative,  —  the  right  divine 
Of  youth  ana  beauty,  —  bade  us  versify 
The    legend,  and  with   ready   pencu 

sketched 
Its  plan  and  outlines,  laughingly  as- 
signing 
To  each  his  part,  and  barrinz  our  excuses 
With  absolute  will    So,  like  the  cava- 
liers 
Whose  voices  still  are  heard  in  the  Ro- 

^  roance 
Of  silver-tongued  Boccaccio,  on  the 

banks 
Of  Amo,  with  soft  tales  of  love  beguilinz 
The  ear  oflanguid  beauty,  plague-exiled 
From  stately  Florence,  we  rehearsed 

our  rhymes 
To  their  iair  auditor,  and  shared  by  turns 
Her  kind  approval  and  her  i^yful  cen- 
sure. 


It  may  be  that  these  fragments  owe 

alone 
To  the  fair  setting  of  their  dicnmstan- 

ces,— 
The  associauions  of  time,  scene,  andi 

audience,  — 
Their  place  amid  the  pictures  which 

fill  up 
The  chambers  of  my  memory.    Yet  I 

trust 
That  some,  who  sigh,  while  wandering 

in  thousht. 
Pilgrims  of  Romance  o'er  the  olden 

world. 
That   our  broad  land,  —  our  sea-like 

lakes  and  mountains 
Piled  to  the  clouds,  — our  rivers  over- 
hung 
By  forests  which  have  known  no  other 

change 
For  ases,  than  the  budding  and  the 


ages, 
fell 


Of  leaves,  —  our  valleys  lovelier  than 

those 
Whic^  the  old  poets  sang  of,  —  should 

but  figure 
On  the  apocryphal  chart  of  speculation 
As  pastures,  wood-lots,  mill-sites,  with 

the  privileges. 
Rights,  and  apptutenances,  which  make 

A   Yankee    Paradise,  —  unsung,    un- 
known. 
To    beautiful    tradition;    even   their 

names. 
Whose  melody  yet  lingers  like  the  last 
Vibration  of  tne  red  man's  requiem. 
Exchanged  for  syllables  significant 
Of  cotton-mill  and  rail-car,  will   look 

kindly 
Upon  this  eflfort  to  call  up  the  ghost 
Of  our  dim  Past,  and  listen  with  pleased 

ear 
To  the  responses  of  the  questioned 
Shade. 


I.     THB  MBXRIMACK. 

O  CHILD  of  that  white-crested  moun- 
tain whose  springs 

Gush  forth  in  the  shaide  of  the  cliff 
eagle's  wings, 
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Down  whose  slopes  to  the  lowlands  thy 

wild  waters  shine, 
Leaping  gray  walls  of  mck,  flashing 

through  the  dwarf  pine. 

From  that  cloud-curtained  cradle  so 

cold  and  so  looe, 
From  the  arms  of  that  wintry-locked 

mother  of  stone, 
By  hills  hunj;  with   forests,  through 

vales  wide  and  free. 
Thy  mountain-bom  brightness  glanced 

down  to  the  sea  1 

No  bridge  arched  thy  waters  save  that 

where  the  trees 
Stretched  their  long  arms  above  thee 

and  kissed  in  the  breeze  : 
No  sound  save  the  lapse  of  the  waves 

on  thy  shores, 
The  plunging  of  otters,  the  light  dip  of 

oars. 

Green-tufted,  oak-shaded,  by   Amos- 

keag's  ^1 
Thy  twin  Uncanoonucs  rose  stately  and 

tall, 
Thy  Nashua  meadows  lay  green  and 

unshorn, 
And  the  hills^  of  Pentucket  were  tas- 

selled  with  com. 

But  thy  Pennacook  valley  was  fairer 
tiian  these, 

And  greener  its  grasses  and  taller  its 
trees. 

Ere  the  sound  of  an  axe  in  the  forest 
had  rung, 

Or  the  mower  his  scythe  in  the  mead- 
ows had  swung. 

In  their  sheltered  repose  looking  out 
from  the  wood 

The  bark-builded  wigwams  of  Penna* 
cook  stood, 

There  i^lided  the  cora-dance,  the  coun- 
cil-fire shone, 

And  against  the  red  war-post  the  hatchet 
was  thrown. 

There  the  old  smoked  in  silence  their 

pipes,  and  the  young 
To  the  pike  and  the  white-perch  their 

baited  lines  (lunM  : 


Thei«  the  boy  shaped  his  arrows,  aod 

there  the  shy  maid 
Wove  her    many-hued    baskets  and 

bright  wampum  braid. 

O  Stream  of  the  Mountains  I  if  answer 

of  thine 
Could  rise  from  thy  waters  to  question 

of  mine, 
Methinks    through    the    din    of   thy 

«thronged  banks  a  moan 
Of  sorrow  would  swell  for  the  days 

which  have  gone. 

Not  for  thee  the  dull  jar  of  the  loom 

and  the  wheel, 
The  gliding  of  shutdes,  the  ringing  <A 

steel ; 
But  that  old  voice  of  waters,  of  bird  and 

of  breeze. 
The  dip  of  the  wild-fowl,  the  mstling 

of  trees  I 


II.    THE  BASHABA.*^ 

Lift  we  the  twilight  curtains  of  tV* 

Past, 
And,  tuming  from  fiuniliar  ught  atvl 

sound. 
Sadly  and  full  of  reverence  let  us  cast 
A  glance  upon  Tradition's  shadoMj* 

ground. 
Led  by  the  few  pale  lights  which,  glira 

mering  round 
That  dim,  strange  land  of  Eld,  seem 

dying  ia&X  ; 
And  that  wnich  history  gives  not  to  the 

eye, 
The  faded  coloring  of  Time's  tapc»try. 
Let  Fancy,   with    her   dream-dipped 

brush  supply. 

Roof  of  bark  and  walls  of  pine. 
Through^  whose  chinks  the  sunbeaaor* 

shine. 
Tracing  many  a  golden  line 

On  the  ample  floor  within  ; 
Where  upon  that  earth -floor  stark, 
La^  the  gaudy  mats  of  bark. 
With  the  bear's  hide,  rough  and  dark. 

And  the  red-deer's  skin. 
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Wfodow-tiacery,  small  and  slight, 
Woven  of  the  willow  white. 
Lent  a  dimly  checkered  light. 

And  the  night-stars  glimmered  down, 
Where  the  lodge-fire's  heavy  smoke. 
Slowly  through  an  opening  broke, 
In  the  low  roof,  ribbied  with  oak. 

Sheathed  with  hemlock  brown. 

Gloomed  behind^  the  changeless  shade. 
By  the  solemn  pine-wood  made ; 
Through  the  nigged  palisade, 

In  the  open  foreground  planted. 
Glimpses  came  of  rowers  rowing. 
Stir  of  leaves  and  wild-Aowers  blowing. 
Steel-like  gleams  of  water  flowing, 

In  the  sunlight  slanted. 

Here  the  mighty  Bashaba, 
Held  his  long-unquestioned  sway, 
From  the  White  Hills,  far  away. 

To  the  great  sea's  soundins  shore ; 
Chi^  of  chiefs,  his  regal  word 
All  the  river  Sachems  heard. 
At  his  call  the  war-dance  stirred, 

Or  was  still  once  more. 

'iliere  his  spoils  of  chase  and  war, 
law  of  woli  and  black  bear's  paw, 
f*anther's  skin  and  eagle's  claw. 

Lay  beside  his  axe  and  bow  ; 
And,  adown  the  roof-pole  hung. 
Loosely  on  a  snake-skin  strung, 
In  the  smoke  his  scalp-locks  swung 

Grimly  to  and  fro. 

Nightly  down  the  river  going. 
Swifter  was  the  hunter's  rowing. 
When  he  saw  that  lodge-fire  flowing 

O'er  the  waters  still  and  red ; 
And   the   squaw's   dark   eye   burned 

brighter, 
A,nd  she  drew  her  blanket  tighter, 
As.  with  quicker  step  and  lighter. 

From  that  door  she  fled. 

For  that  chief  had  magic  skill, 
^nd  a  Panisee's  dark  will. 
Over  powers  of  good  and  ill, 
^wers  which  bless  and  powers  which 
ban, — 
i^izard  lord  of  Pennacook, 
.liiefs  upon  their  war>path  shook, 
Vhen  they  met  the  steady  look 
Of  that  wi^  dark  man. 


Tales  of  him  the  gray  squaw  told. 
When  the  winter  night-wind  cold 
Pierced  her  blanket's  thickest  fold, 

And  the  fire  burned  low  and  small. 
Till  the  very  child  abed. 
Drew  its  bear-skin  over  head. 
Shrinking  from  the  pale  lights  shed 

On  the  trembling  walL 

All  the  subtle  spirits  hiding 
Under  earth  or  wave,  abidm^ 
In  the  cavemed  rock,  or  riding 

Misty  clouds  or  morning  breeze ; 
Every  dark  intelligence. 
Secret  soul,  and  influence 
Of  all  things  which  outward  sense 

Feels,  or  hears,  or  sees,  — 

These  the  wizard's  skill  confessed. 
At  his  bidding  banned  or  blessed, 
Stormful  woke  or  lulled  to  rest 

Wind  and  cloud,  and  fire  and  flood ; 
Burned  for  him  the  drifted  snow. 
Bade  through  ice  fresh  lilies  blow, 
And  the  leaves  of  summer  grow 

Over  winter's  wood  I 

Not  untrue  that  tale  of  old  I 
Now,  as  then,  the  wise  and  bold 
All  the  powers  of  Nature  hold 

Subject  to  their  kingly  will ; 
From  the  wondering  crowds  ashore, 
Treading  life's  wild  waters  o'er. 
As  upon  a  marble  floor, 

Moves  the  strong  man  stilL 

Still,  to  such,  life's  elements 
With  their  sterner  laws  dispense. 
And  the  chain  of  consequence 

Broken  in  their  pathway  lies ; 
Time  and  change  (heir  vassals  makiufi 
Flowers  from  icy  pillows  waking. 
Tresses  of  the  sunrise  shaking 

Over  midnight  sKies. 

Still,  to  earnest  souls,  the  sun 
Rests  on  lowered  Gibeon, 
And  the  moon  of  Ajalon 

Lights  the  batilc-grounds  of  li/e ; 
To  his  aid  the  strong  reverses 
Hidden  powers  and  ^^iant  forces, 
And  the  nigh  stars,  m  their  courses, 

Mingle  in  his  strife  I 


a8 
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III.     THB  DAUGHTBR. 

Ths  soot'black  brows  of  men,  —  the 
yell 
Of  women  thronging   round   the 
bed, — 
The  tinkling  charm  of  ringand  shell,  — 
The  Powah  whispering  o'er   the 
dead  I  — 
All  these  the  Sachem's  home  had 
known. 
When,  on  her  journey  long  and  wild 
To  the  dim  World  of  Souls,  alone, 
lu  her  youn^  beautv  passed  the  mother 
of  his  child. 

Three  bow-shots  from  the  Sachem's 
dwelling 
They  laid  her  in  the  walnut  shade, 
Where  a  green  hillock  eently  swelling 
Her  fitting  mound  of  bunal  made. 
There  trailed  the  vine  in  summer 
hours, 
The  tree-perched  squirrel  dropped 
his  shell,  — 
On  velvet  moss  and  pale-hued  flowers, 
Woven  with  leaf  and  spray,  the  softened 
sunshine  fell  I 

The  Indian's  heart  is  hard  and  cold, — 

It  closes  darkly  o'er  its  care, 
And   formed   in    Nature's   sternest 
mould. 
Is  slow  to  feel,  and  strong  to  bear. 
The  war-paint  on  the  Sachem's  face, 
Unwet  with  tears,  shone  fierce  and 
red. 
And,  still  in  battle  or  in  chase. 
Dry  leaf  and  snow-rime  crisped  beneath 
his  foremost  tread. 

Yet  when  her  name  was  heard  no 
more, 
And  when  the  robe  her  mother  gave, 
And  small,  light  moccasin  she  wore. 
Had  slowly  wasted  on  her  grave, 
Unmarked  ofnim  the  dark  maids  sped 
Their  sunset  dance  and  moonlit 
play ; 
No  other  shared  his  lonely  bed. 
No  other  fair  young  head  upon  his  bo- 
som lay. 

A  lone,  stem  man.  Yet,  as  sometimes 
The  tempest-smitten  tree  receives 


From  one  small  root  the  sap  whidi 
climbs 
Its  topmost  spray  and  crowniog 
leaves. 
So  from  his  child  the  Sachem  drew 
A  life  of  Love  and  Hope,  and  fislt 
His  cold  and  nigged  nature  throivh 
The  softness  ana  the  warmth  of  her 
young  being  melt. 

A  laugh  which  in  the  woodland  rang 
Bemocking  April'sgladdest  bird,  — 
A  li^t  andgraceful  form  which  sprang 
To  meet  him  when  his  step  wa» 
heard,  — 
Eyes  by  his  lodge-iire  flashing  daik. 
Small  fingers  stringing  b^d  and 
shell 
Or   weaving    mats  of  bright-hued 
bark, — 
With  these  the  household-god »  had 
graced  his  wigwam  welL 

Child  of  the  forest  I  —  strong  and  ftiee. 
Slight-robed,  with  louseTy  flowiog 
hair. 
She  swam  the  lake  or  climbedthetnse. 

Or  struck  the  flying  bird  in  air. 
O'er  the  heaped  dnfb  of  winter's 
moon 
Her  snow-shoes  tracked  the  hun- 
ter's way ; 
And  dazzling  m  the  summer  noon 
The  blade  of  her  light  oar  threw  off  its 
shower  of  spray  I 

Unknown  to  her  the  rigid  rule. 
The    dull    restraint,  the   chiding 
frown, 
The  weary  torture  of  the  sdiool. 

The  taming  of  wild  nature  down. 
Her  only  lore,  the  legends  told 

Around  the  hunter^  fire  at  night ; 
Stars  rose  and  set,  and  seasons  rolled. 
Flowers  bloomed  and  snow-flakes  fel]» 
unquestioned  in  her  sight. 

Unknown  to  her  the  subtle  skill 
With  which  the  artist-eye  can  trace 

In  rock  and  tree  and  lake  and  hill 
The  outlines  of  divinest  grace : 

Unknown  the  fine  soul's  keen  unrest. 
Which  sees,  admires,  yet  yeanir 
alway ; 
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Too  doMly  on  her  mother's  breaut 
To  note  her  smiles  of  love  the  child  of 
Nature  lay  i 

It  is  enough  for  such  to  be 

Of  common,  natural  things  a  rart, 
To  feel,  with  bird  and  stream  ana  tree. 
The  pulses  of  the  same  great  heart ; 
But  we,  from  Nature  long  exiled 
In  our  cold  homes  <m   Art   and 
Thought, 
Griere  like  the  stianger-tended  child. 
Which  seeks  its  mother's  arms,  and 
but  feels  them  not 


The  garden  rose  may  richly  bloom 

In  cultured  soil  anidgeniaU  air, 
To  doud  the  light  of  I^hion's  room 
Or  droop  in  ^auty's  midnight  hair, 
In  lonelier  grace,  to  sun  and  dew 
The   sweetbrier  on   the    hillside 
shows 
Its  single  leaf  and  Winter  hue, 
VTntrainra  and  wildly  free,  yet  still  a 
sister  roee  I 

Thus  o'er  the  heart  of  Weetamoo 
Their  mingling  shades  of  joy  and 

m 

Tne  instincts  of  her  nature  threw,  — 

The  savage  was  a  woman  still. 
Midst  outlinesdim  of  maiden  schemes, 

Heart-colored  prophecies  of  lile, 
Roee  on  the  ground  of  her  young 
dreams 
The  light  of  a  new  home,  —the  lover 
and  the  wife. 


IV.     THB  WBODIN& 

Coot,  amd  dark  fell  the  autumn  night. 
But  the  Bashaba's wigwam glowedwith 

light. 
For  down  from  its  roof  by  green  withes 

hung 
Flaring  and  smoking  the  pine-knots 

swung. 

And  along  the  rfver  great  wood-fires 
Shot  into  the  night  their  long  red  spires, 
'Showing  behind  the  tall,  dark  wood. 
Flashing  before  on  the  sweeping  fiood- 


In  the  changeliil  wind,  with  shimmer 

and  shade. 
Now  high,    now  low,   that  firelight 

played. 
On  tree-leaves  wet  with  eveniug  dew% 
On  gliding  water  and  still  canoes. 

Thetrapper  that  night  on  Turee's  brook. 
And  the  weary  fisher  on  Contoocook. 
Saw  over  the  marshes  and  through  tne 

pine. 
And  dowu  on  the  river  the  dance-lights 

shine. 

For  the  Saugus  Sachem  had  come  t» 

woo 
The  Bashaba's  daughter  Weetamoo. 
And  laid  at  her  father's  feet  that  night 
His  softest  furs  and  wampum  white. 

From   the   Crystal    Hills   to  the   fas 

southeast 
The  river  Sasamores  came  to  the  feast : 
And  chie&  whose  homes  the  sea-windt 

shook, 
Sat  down  on  the  mats  of  Pennacook. 

They  came  from  Sunapee's  shore  of 

rock. 
From  the  snowy  sources  ofSnooganock, 
And    from  rough    Coos  whose   thick 

woods  shake 
Their  pine-cones  in  Umbagog  Lake. 

From  Ammonoosuc's  mountain  pass. 
Wild  as  his  home,  came  Chepewass : 
And  the  Keenomps  of  the  hills  which 

throw 
Their  shade  on  the  Smile  of  Manito. 

Withpipes  of  peace  and  bows  unstrung. 
Glowing  with  paint  came  old  and  young, 
In  wampum  and  furs  and  feathers  ar* 

rayed 
To  the  dance  and  feast  the  Bashaba 

made. 

Bird  of  the  air  and  beast  of  the  field, 
All  which  the  woods  and  waters  yield. 
On  dishes  of  birch  and  hemlock  piled. 
Garnished  and  graced    that  banquet 
wild. 

Steaks  of  the  brown  bear  fat  and  large 
From  the  rocky  slopes  of  the  Kear* 
saige; 
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Delicnte  trout  finom  B«bboo»uck  biook. 
And  salmon  speared  in  the  Contoocoolc ; 

Squirrels  which  fed  where    nuts  fell 

thick 
In  the  gravell^r  bed  of  the  Ottemic, 
And  small   wild-hens   in    reed-snares 

caught 
From    the     banks     of    Sondagardee 

brought ; 

Pike  and  perch  from  the  Suncook  taken, 
"Nuts  from  the  trees  of  the  Bkick  Hills 

shaken,  ^ 
Cranberries  picked  in  the  Squamscot 

bog. 
And  grapes  from  the  \'ines  of  Piscata- 

quog: 

And,  drawn  from  that  great  stone  vase 

which  stahds 
In   the    river   scooped  by  a    spirit's 

hands,  «> 
Garnished  with  spoons  of  shell  and 

horn. 
Stood  the  birchen  dishes  of  smoking 

com. 

Thus  bird  of  the  air  and  Deast  oi  t»ie 

field, 
All  which  the  woods  and  the  waters 

Furnished  in  that  olden  day 
The  bridal  feast  of  the  Bashaba. 

And  merrily  when  that  feast  was  done 
On  the  fire-lit  green  the  dance  begun, 
With  squaws'  shrill  stave,  and  deeper 

hum 
Of  old  men  beating  the  Indian  drum. 

Painted  and  plumed,  with  scalp-locks 

flowing. 
And  red  arms  tossing  and  black  eyes 

glowing. 
Now  in  the  light  and  now  in  the  shade 
Around  the  fires  the  dancers  played. 

The  step  was  quicker,  the  song  more 

shrill. 
And  the  beat  of  the  small  drums  louder 

still 
Whenever  within  the  circle  drew 
'Wut  Saugus  Sachem  and  Weetamoa 


The  moons  of  forty  winters  had  alied 
Their  snow  upon  that  chieftain's  hea4 
And  toil  and  care,  and  battle's^hanoe 
Had  seamed  his  hard  dark  countenance. 

A  fawn  beside  the  bison  grim,  — 
Why  turns  the  bride's  foml  eye  on  him, 
In  whose  cold  look  is  naught  beside 
The  triumph  of  a  sullen  pride  ? 

Ask  why  the  graceful  grape  entwines 
The  rough  oak  with  her  arm  of  vines ; 
And  why  the  gray  rock's  rugged  cheek 
The  soft  lips  of  the  mosses  seek : 

Why,  with  wise  instinct,  Nature  seems 
To  harmonue  her  wide  extremes. 
Linking  the  stronger  with  the  weak. 
The  haughty  with  the  soft  and  meek  1 


V.     THS  NSW   HOME. 

A  WILD  and  broken  landscape,  spiked 
with  firs, 
Rougheningthebleakhorizon'snorth^ 
em  edge, 

Steep,  cavernous  hillsides,  t^ere  black 
hemlock  spurs  ^ 
And  sharp,  gray  splinters  of  the  wind- 
swept ledge 

Pierced  the  thin-glased  ice,  or  bristling 
rose, 

Where  the  cold  rim  of  the  sky  sunk  down 
upon  the  snows. 

And    eastward    cold,    wide    marshes 

stretched  away. 
Dull,  dreary  fiats  without  a  bush  or 

tree, 
O'er-crossedby  icy  creeks,  where  twice  a 

day 
Gurgled  the  waters  of  the  moon-stmck 

sea ; 
And  faint  with  distance  came  the  stifled 

roar. 
The  melancholy  lapse  of  waves  on  that 

low  shore. 

No  cheerful  village  with  its  minglinf 
smokes. 
No  laugh  af  children  wrestling  in  tb» 
snowt 
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No  camp-fire  blazing  through  the  hill- 
side oaks, 
No  fishers  kneeling  on  the  ice  be- 
low: 

Yet  midst  all  desolate  things  of  sound 
and  view, 

Through  the  long  winter  moons  smiled 
dark-eyed  Weetamoo, 

Her  heart  hadfound  a  home;  and  freshly 
all 
Its  beautiful  affections  overgrew 
Thelrrugsedprop.  As  o'er  some  granite 

Soft  vine-leaves  open  to  the  moisten- 
ing dew 

And  warm  bright  sun,  the  love  of  that 
young  wife 

Found  on  a  hard  cold  breast  the  dew 
and  warmth  of  life. 

Tbe  steep  Ueak  hills,  the  melancholy 
shore. 
The  kmg  dead  level  of  the  marsh  be- 
tween, 

A  coloring  of  unreal  beauty  wore^ 
Through  the   soft  golaen   mist    of 
ycw^  love  seen. 

For  o*er  th(»e  hills  and  from  that  dreary 
I^in, 

Nightly  ^e  welcomed  home  her  hun- 
ter chief  again. 

No  warmth  of  heart,  no  passionate  burst 
of  feeling 
Repaid  her  welcoming  smile  and  part- 
ing kiss, 

No  fond  and  plajrful  dalliance  half  con- 
cealing. 
Under  the  guise  of  mirth,  its  tender- 
ness; 

Bat,  in  their  stead,  the  warrior's  settled 
pride, 

And  vanity's  pleased  sraQe  with  homage 
satisfied. 

Enoogh  for  Weetamoo,  that  she  alone 
Sat  on  his  mat  and  slumbered  at  his 
side: 
That  he  whose  fiime  to  her  young  ear 
had  flown 
New  looked  upon  her  proudly  as  his 
bridc! 


That  he  whose  name  the  Mohawk  trem 

bling  heard 
Vouchsafed  to  her  at  times  a  kindly  look 

or  word. 

For  she  had  learned  the  maxims  of  her 
race, 
Which  teach  the  woman  to  become  a 
slave 

And  feel  herself  the  pardonless  disgrace 
Of  love's  fond  weakness  in  the  wise 
and  brave,  — 

The  scandal  and  the  shame  which  they 
incur. 

Who  give  to  woman  all  which  man  re- 
quires of  her. 

So  passed  the  winter  moons.    The  sun 
at  last 
Broke  link  by  link  the  frost  chain  of 
the  rills, 

And  the  warm  breathings  of  the  south- 
west passed 
Over  the  hoar  rime  of  the  Saugus 
hills. 

The  gray  and  desolate  marsh  grew  green 
once  more, 

And  the  birch-tree's  tremulousshade  fell 
round  the  Sachem's  door. 

Then  from  far  Pennacook  swift  runners 
came. 
With  ^ift  and  greeting  for  the  Saugut 
chief; 

Beseeching  him  in  the  great  Sachem's 
name. 
That,  with  the  coming  ofthe  flower  and 
leaf, 

The  song  of  birds,  the  warm  breeze  and 
the  rain. 

Young  Weetamoo  might  greet  her  lone- 
ly sire  again. 

And  Winnepurkit  called  his  chiefs  to- 
gether. 
And  a  grave  council  in  his  wigwam 
met. 

Solemn  and  brief  in  words,  considering 
whether 
The  rigid  rules  of  forest  etiquette 

Permitted  Weetamoo  once  more  to  look 

Upon   her   Other's  face   and   green- 
banked  Pennacook. 


ta 
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With   interiudes  of  pipe-smoke   and 
■trang  water, 
The  forest  sage*  pondered,  and  at 
lenath. 

Conduded  in  a  body  to  escort  her 
Up  to  her  father's  home  of  pride  and 
strength, 

ImprcBsing  thus  on  Pennacook  a  sense 

Of  winnepurkit's  power  and  regal  con- 
sequence. 

So  throuj^h  old  woods  which  Aukeeta- 
mit's**  hand, 
A  soft  and  many-shaded  greenness 
lent. 

Over  high  breezy  hills,  and  meadow 
land 
Yellow  with  flowers*  the  wild  proces- 
sion went. 

Till,  rolling  down  its  wooded  banks  be- 
tween, 

A  broad,  clear  mountain  stream,  the 
Merrimack  was  seen. 

The  hunter  leaning  on  his  bow  un- 
drawn. 
The  fisher  lounging  on  the  pebbled 
shores^ 

Squaws  in  the  clearing  dropping  the 
seed-com, 
Youn^  children  peering  through  the 
wicwam  doors. 

Saw  with  delight,  surrounded  by  her 
train 

Of  painted  Saugus  braves,  their  Wee- 
tamoo  again. 


▼I.     AT   rSNNACOOK. 

Thb  hills  are  dearest  which  our  child- 
ish feet 

Have  climbed  the  earliest;  and  the 
streams  most  sweet 

Are  ever  those  at  which  our  young  lips 
drank. 

Stooped  to  their  waters  o'er  the  grassy 
bank  : 

Midst    the    cold    drearr  sea -watch. 

Home's  hearth-light 
Shines  round  the  hehnsnum  plunging 

through  the  night ; 


And  still,  with  inward  rrt,  the  travcOe.- 
sees 

In  close,  dark,  stzanger  streets  his  na- 
tive trees. 

The  home-sick  dreamer's  brow  is  ni^t- 
ly  fanned 

By  breezes  whispering  of  his  native 
land. 

And  on  the  stranger's  dim  and  dying 
eye 

The  soft,  sweet  inctures  of  his  child- 
hood lie. 

Joy  then  for  Weetamoo,  to  sit  oooe 
more 

A  child  upon  her  Other's  wigwam  floor  i 

Once  more  with  her  old  fondness  to  be- 
guile 

From  his  cold  eye  the  strange  li|^t  of  a 
smile. 

The  long  brisht  days  of  summer  swiftly 

pasaecC 
The  dry  leaves  whiried  in  autumn's 

rising  blast. 
And  evening;  doiul  and  whitening  vam* 

rise  nme 
Told  of  the  coming  of  the  winter-time. 

But  vainly  looked,  the  while,  young 
Weetamoo^ 

Down  the  dark  nver  for  her  chiers  ca- 
noe ; 

No  dusky  messenger  from  Saugus 
brought 

The  grateful  tidings  which  the  youi^ 
wife  sought 

At  length  a  runner  horn  her  ftthcr 

sent. 
To  Winnepurkit's  sea-cooled  wigwam 

went: 
"  Eagle  of  Saugus,  —  in  the  woods  the 

dove 
Mourns  for  the  shelter  of  thy  wings  of 

love." 

But  the  dark  chief  of  Saugus  turaed 

aside 
In  the  grim  anger  of  hard-hearted  pride; 
**  I  bore  her  as  became  a  chienain'i 

daughter. 
Up  to  her  nome  beside  the  gliding 

ten 
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*  If  now  ao  moK  a  mat  fior  her  is  fiDQiid 
Of  all  which  line  her  Other's  wigwam 

round. 
Let  Pennacook  call  oat  his  1  irrior  train, 
And  lend  her  back  with  wampum  gifts 


again, 


I* 


Tlie  baffled  runner  turned  npon  his 

track. 
Bearing  the  wwds  of  Winneporkit  back. 
**Dog  of  the  Marsh,*'  cned  Penna- 

cook,  **no  more 
ShaD  child  of  mine  sit  on  his  wigwam 

floor. 

'*  Go,  —  let  him  seek   some  meaner 

a  saw  to  spread 
en  bear-skin  of  his  beggar's 
bed:  ^^ 

Son  of  a  6sh-hawk  ! — let  him  dig  his 

dauns 
For  some  vile  daughter  of  the  Aga- 
wama, 

"  Or  onward    Nipmucks  !  —  may  his 

scalp  dry  black 
In  Mohawk  smoke,  before  I  send  her 

back." 
He  shook  his  clenched  hand  towards 

the  ocean  wave^ 
While  hoane  assent  h«  Ui 

dlgave. 

Alas  iHxnr  bride  I~can  thy  grim  rire 

mfipart 
His   iron   hardness  to   thy  woman's 

heart? 
Or  cold  self-torturing  pride  like  his 

atone 
For  love  denied  and  life's  warm  beauty 

flown? 

On  Autumn's  gray  and  monrnftd  grave 

the  snow 
Hung  its  white  wreaths;  with  stifled 

voice  and  low 
The  river  crept,  by  one  vast  bridge 

o'ercroased, 
Built  by  the   hoar-locked  artisan   of 

Frost 

And  many  a  Moon  in  betaty  newly 

bom 
Pierced  the  red  sunset  with  her  silver 

honiy 
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Or,  firom  the  east,  across  her  asnie  field 
Rolled  the  wide  brightness  of  her  fiill- 
orbed  shield. 

Yet  Winnepurkit  came  not, — on  tbs 

mat 
Of  the  scorned  wife  her  dusky  rival  sat ; 
And  he,  the  while,  in  Western  woods 

afar, 
Ui^ed  the  long  chase,  or  trod  the  path 

of  war. 

Dry  up  thy  tears,  young  daughter  of  a 

chief! 
Waste  not  on  him  the  sacredness  of 

grief; 
Be  the  fierce  spirit  of  thy  sire  thino 

own. 
His  lips  of  scorning,  and  his  heart  tk 

stone. 

What  heeds  the  warrior  of  a  hundred 
fights, 

The  storm-worn  watcher  through  long 
hunting  nights, 

Cold,  crafty,  proud  of  woman's  weak 
distress, 

Her  home-bound  grief  and  pining  lone- 
liness? 


VII.  THB  DBPAXTVKB. 

Thb  wild  March  rains  had  fidlen  last 
and  long 

The  snowy  mountains  of  the  North 
among. 

Making  each  vade  a  watercourse,— 
each  hill 

Bright  with  the  cascade  of  some  new- 
made  rilL 

Gnawed  by  the  sunbeams,  softened  by 
the  rain. 

Heaved  underneath  by  the  swollen 
current's  strain. 

The  ice-bridge  yielded,  and  the  Merri- 
mack 

Bore  the  huge  ruin  crashing  down  its 
track. 

On  that  strong  turbid  water,  a  small 

boat 
Guided  b^*  one  weak  hand  was  seen  to 

floSi, 


r 


34 


THE  BRIDAL  OF  PENNACOOK, 


Evil  the  tate  which  loosed  it  from  the 

shore. 
Too  early  voyager  with  too  frail  an 

oar  1 

Down  the  vexed  centre  of  that  rushing 

tide, 
The  thick  huge  ice-blocks  threatening 

either  side. 
The  foam-white  rocks  of  Amoskeag  in 

view, 
With  arrowy  swiftness  sped  that  light 

canoe. 

The  trapper,  moistening  his  moose's 

meat 
On  the   wet   bank  by  Uncanoonuc*s 

feet. 
Saw  the  swift  boat  flash   down   the 

troubled  stream  — 
Slept  he,  or  waked  he? — was  it  trutYi 

or  dream? 

The  straining  eye  bent  fearfully  before. 

The  small  band  clenching  on  the  use- 
less oar. 

The  bead-wrought  blanket  trailing  o*er 
the  water — 

He  knew  them  all — woe  for  the  Sa- 
chem's daughter. 

Sick  and  aweary  of  her  lonely  life. 

Heedless  of  peril  the  still  &ithful  wife 

Had  left  her  mother's  grave,  her  fa- 
ther's door, 

To  seek  the  wigwam  of  her  chief  once 
more. 

Down  the  white  rapids  like  a  sere  leaf 

whirled. 
On  the  sharp  rocks  and  piled-up  ices 

hurled. 
Empty  and  broken,  circled  the  canoe 
In  toe  vexed  pool  below — but,  where 

was  Weetamoo? 


VIII.   SONG  OF  INDIAN  WOMBN. 

Thb  Dark  eye  has  left  us. 

The  Spring-bird  has  flown  ; 
On  the  pathway  of  spirits 
She  wanders  alone. 
The  song  of  the  wood-dove  has  died  on 
our  shore,  — 


S^U  w^nck  ktauut-moneet^  —  yix 
hear  it  no  more  I 

O,  dark  water  Spirit  I 

We  cast  on  thy  wave 
These  furs  which  may  never 
Hang  over  her  grave ; 
Bear  down  to  the  lost  one  the  rober 

that  she  wore,  — 
Mat  wonck  kuMtta-motu^  /—We  ser 
her  no  more  1 

Of  the  strange  land  she  walks  in 

No  Powah  has  told  : 
It  may  bum  with  the  sunshine. 
Or  freeze  with  the  cx>ld. 
Let  us  give  to  our  lost  one  the  robe« 

that  she  wore, 
Afat  WffHck  kutina-monee! — We  se« 
her  no  more  I 

The  path  she  b  treading 
Shall  soon  be  our  own ; 
Each  gliding  in  shadow 
Unseen  and  alone  !  — • 
In  vain  shall  we  call  on  the  souls  gone 

before,— 
Mat  wonck    kunna-monee  I  —  They 
hear  us  no  morel 

O  mighty  Sowanna  I^ 

Thy  gateways  unfold, 
From  thy  wigwam  of  sunset 
Lift  airtains  of  gold  1 
Take  home  the  poor  Spirit  whose  jour- 
ney is  o'er,  — 
Mat  wonck  kunna-monee I ^-We  see 
her  no  more  I 

So  sang  the  Children  of  the  Leaves 

beside 
The  broad,  dark  river's  coldly-flowing 

tide. 
Now  low,  now  harsh,  with   sob-like 

pause  and  swell. 
On  the  high  wind  their  voices  rose  and 

fell.  , 
Nature's  wild  music,  —  sounds  of  wind- 
swept trees. 
The. scream  of  birds,  the  wailing  of  the 

breeze. 
The  roar  of  waters,  steady,  deep,  and 

strong,  — 
Mingled  and  murmured  in  that  &rewell 

song. 
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While  yonder  lonely  coast-light,  set 
Within  its  wave- washed  minaret. 
Half  quenched,  a  beamless  star  and 

pale, 
Shines  dimly  through  its  cloudy  veil ! 

Home  of  mv  fathers  I  —  I  have  stood 
Where  Huason  rolled  his  lordlv  flood: 
Seen  sunrise  rest  and  sunset  faoe 
Along  his  frowning  Palisade  ; 
Looked  down  the  Apalachian  peak 
On  Juniata's  silver  streak ; 
Have  seen  along  his  valley  gleam 
The  Mohawk 's  softly  winding  stream  ; 
The  level  light  of  sunset  shine 
Through  hroad  Potomac's  hem  of  pine ; 
And  autumn's  niinhow- tinted  banner 
Hang  lightly  o'er  the  Susquehaana ; 
Yet,  wheresoe'er  his  step  might  be, 
Thy  wandering  child  looked  back  to 

thee  I 
Heard  in  his  dreams  thy  river's  sound 
Of  murmuring  on  its  pebbly  bound, 
The  unforgotten  swell  and  roar 
Of  waves  on  thy  familiar  shore  ; 
And  saw,  amidst  the  curtained  gloom 
And  quiet  of  his  lonely  room, 
Thy  sunset  scenes  before  him  pass ; 
As,  in  Agrippa's  magic  glass,^ 
The  loved  and  lost  arose  to  view, 
Remembered  |;roves  in  greenness  grew, 
Bathed  still   m  childhood's   morning 

dew, 
Along  whose  bowers  of  beauty  swept 
Whatever  Memory's  mourners  wept. 
Sweet  faces,  which  the  chamel  kept, 
Young,  gentle  eyes*  which  long  had 

slept; 
And  while  the  gazer  leaned  to  trace, 
More  near,  some  dear  familiar  face, 
He  wept  to  find  the  vision  flown,  — 
A  phantom  and  a  dream  alone  1 


THE   NORSEMEN.*) 

Gimr  firom  the  cold  and  silent  Pastl 
A  relic  to  the  present  cast ; 
Left  on  the  ever-changing  strand 
Of  shifting  and  unstable  sand, 
Which    wastes    beneath    the    stea^ 

chime 
And  beating  of  the  waves  of  Timt » 


Who  from  its  bed  of  primal  rock 
First    wrenched  thy  dark,  unshapely 

block? 
'Whose  iiand,  of  curious  skill  untaught, 
7'hy  rude  and  savage  outline  wrougnt? 

The  waters  of  mv  native  stream 
Are  glancing  in  tne  sun's  warm  beam : 
From  sail-urged  keel  and  flashing  oar 
llie  circles  widen  to  its  shore : 
And  cultured  field  and  peopled  town 
Slope  to  its  willowed  roargm  down.^ 
Yet,  while  this  morning  breeze  is  bring- 

ing 
The    home-life   sound  of  school-bel^a 

ringing. 
And  rolling  wheel,  and  rapid  jar 
Of  the  fire-winged  and  steedless  car; 
And  voices  from  the  wayside  near 
Come  quick  and  blended  on  my  ear, 
A  spell  is  in  this  old  gray  stone,  — 
My  thoughts  are  with  the  Past  alone  I 

A  change ! — The  steepled  town  no  mo^£ 
Stretches  along  the  sail-thronced  shoiv' 
Like  palace-domes  in  sunset^  doud. 
Fade  sun-gilt  spire  and  mansion  proud  : 
Spectrally  rising  where  they  stood, 
I  see  the  old,  primeval  wood  : 
Dark,  shadow-like,  on  either  hand 
I  see  its  solemn  waste  expand : 
It  climbs  the  green  and  cultnr«%d  hill, 
It  arches  o'er  the  valley's  rill ; 
And  leans  from  cliff  aivd  crag,  to  throjr 
Its  wild  arms  o'er  the  stream  below. 
Unchanged,  alone,    the    same    bright 

river 
Flows  pn,  as  it  will  flow  forever  I 
I  listen,  and  I  hear  the  low 
Soft  ripple  where  its  waters  go  ; 
I  hear  behind  the  panther's  cr^r,  _ 
The  wild-bird's  scream  goesthrillingbf. 
And  shyly  on  the  river's  brink 
The  deer  is  stooping  down  to  drink. 

But  hark  !  —  from  wood  and  rock  flung 

back. 
What  sound  comes  up  the  Merrimack? 
What  sea-worn  barks  are  thoee  which 

throw 
The  light  spray  firom  each  rushingiprow  ? 
Have  they  not  in  the  North  Sea  s  b'aat 
Bowned  to  the  waves  the  straining  ma«t? 
Their  frozen  sails  the  low,  pale  ««« 
Of  Thul^*s  night  has  shoiM  upon ; 
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/^iippeJ  by  the  tea-wind's  gusty  sweep 
itound  icy  drift,  aod  headland  steen. 
Wild  Jutland's  wives  and    Lochlin's 

daughters 
Have  watched  them  &ding  o*er  the 

waters, 
Lesaeniog  through  driving  mist  and 

Like  v^te-winged  sea-birds  on  their 
way  I 

Onward  they  glide,  —  and  now  I  view 
Their  iron-armed  and  stalwart  crew ; 
Toy  glistens  in  each  wild  blue  eye, 
Turned  to  green  earth  and  summer  sky : 
Each  broad,  seamed  breast  hascast  aside 
Its  cumbering  vest  of  shaggy  hide  ; 
Bared  to  the  sun  and  soft  warm  air, 
Streams  back  the  Norsemen's  yeUow 

hair. 
I  see  the  gleam  of  axe  and  spear. 
The  souna  of  smitten  shields  I  hear, 
Keeping  a  harsh  and  fitting  time 
To  saga's  chant,  and  Runic  rhyme  ; 
Such  lays  as  Zetland's  Scald  has  sung, 
His  gray  and  naked  isles  among  ; 
Or  muttered  low  at  midnight  hour 
Round  Odin's  mossy  stone  of  power. 
The  wolf  beneath  the  Arctic  moon 
Has  answered  to  that  startling  rune  ; 
The  Gael  has  heard  its  stormy  swell, 
The  light  Frank  knows  its  summons 

well; 
Ioaa*s  sable-stoled  Culdee 
Has  heard  it  sounding  o'er  the  sea. 
And  swept,  with  hoary  beard  and  hair, 
His  altar's  foot  in  trembling  prayer  ! 

T  is  past,  —  the  'wilderinp  vision  dies 
In  darkness  on  my  dreammg  eyes  1 


The  forest  vanishes  in  air,  — > 
Hill-slope  and  vale  lie  starkly  bare  i 
I  hear  tne  common  tread  of  men. 
And  hum  of  work-day  life  again  : 
The  mystic  relic  seems  alone 
A  broken  mass  of  common  stona ; 
And  if  it  be  the  chiselled  limb 
Of  Berserker  or  idol  grim,  — 
A  fragment  of  Valhalla's  Thor, 
The  stormy  Viking's  god  of  War, 
Or  Praga  of  the  Runic  lay. 
Or  love-awakening  Siona, 
I  know  not,  -—for  no  @aven  line. 
Nor  Druid  mark,  nor^unic  sign. 
Is  left  me  here,  b^  which  to  trace 
Its  name,  or  ori|^n,  or  place. 
Vet,  for  this  vision  of  the  Past, 
This  glance  upon  its  darkness  cast. 
My  spirit  bo%«rs  in  gratitude 
Before  the  Giver  of  ail  good. 
Who  fashioned  so  the  human  mind. 
That,  from  the  waste  of  Time  behind 
A  simple  stone,  or  mound  of  earth. 
Can  summon  the  departed  forth ; 

?uicken  the  Past  to  life  again,  — 
he  Present  lose  in  what  hath  been, 
And  in  their  primal  freshness  show 
The  buried  forms  of  long  aga 
As  if  a  portion  of  that  Thought 
Bv  which  the  Eternal  will  is  wrought. 
Whose  impulse  fills  anew  with  breath 
The  frozen  solitude  of  Death, 
To  mortal  mind  were  sometimes  lent. 
To  mortal  musings  sometimes  sent. 
To  whisper  —  even  when  it  seems 
But  Memory's  fantasy  of  dreams  — 
Through  the  mind's  waste  of  woe  and 

sin, 
Of  an  immortal  origin  I 
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To  the  God  of  all  sure  mercies  let  my  blessing  rise  to-day, 
From  the  scoffer  and  the  cruel  He  hath  plucked  the  spoU  away,  — 
Yea,  He  who  cooled  the  furnace  around  the  faithful  three. 
And  tamed  the  Chaldean  lions,  hath  set  His  handmaid  free  t 

Last  night  I  saw  the  sunset  melt  through  my  prison  bars, 
Last  night  across  my  damp  earth-floor  fell  tne  pale  gleam  of  stars ; 
In  the  coldness  and  the  darkness  all  through  the  long  night-time. 
If  V  grated  casement  whitened  with  autumn's  eariy  rime. 
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nter  DCNiff  crept  DjTf 
m  andsmk  adown  thedcy; 

ve  duit  wlHcii  seemed  to  be 
of  ^  pobce  of  the 


AH  nii^  I  nt  eiidcepinK,  Ibr  I  knew  tluit  on  die  momw 
The  reler  and  the  crael  priett  wooM  nock  ne  in  my  mmtow. 
Dragged  to  their  pboe  <>ir  market,  and  bargained  for  and  add* 
Like  a  lamb  hefae  the  ihambki,  like  a  heifer  from  die  fold  I 


O,  the  wcakncm  of  the  aesh  was  there.  —  the  shrtnkii^  and  the  ahamt; 
And  the  low  Toioe  of  the  Tempter  like  whispers  to  me  came  : 
**  Why  sit*st  thoa  thus  foriomfy  I  '*  the  wicked  marmur  said, 
**  Damp  waUa  thy  bower  of  beauty,  cokl  eaith  thy  oaaiden  bed? 

**  Where  be  the  smiling  fi^es,  and  voices  soft  and  sweet, 
Seen  in  thy  father's  dwelling,  heard  in  the  pleasant  street  ? 
Where  be  the  vouths  whose  glances,  the  sommer  Sabbath  thnMq;h« 
Turned  tendeny  and  timidly  unto  thy  fiitho's  pew? 

**  Why  sit'st  thou  here,  Cassandra  ?  ~  Betbiidc  thee  with  what  mirth 
Thy  happy  schoolmates  gather  around  the  warm  br^ht  hearth  ; 
How  the  crimson  shadows  tremble  on  foreheads  white  and  fiur. 
On  eyes  of  merry  girlhood,  half  hid  in  gdden  hair. 

**  Not  for  thee  the  hearth-fire  brightens,  not  for  thee  kind  words  are  spoke 
Not  for  thee  the  nuts  of  Wenham  woods  by  laughing  boys  are  broken. 
No  first-fruits  of  the  orchard  within  thy  lap  are  laid. 
For  thee  no  flowera  of  autumn  the  youthfiu  hunters  braid. 

**  O,  weak,  deluded  maiden !  —  by  crazy  fancies  led. 

With  wild  and  raving  railers  an  evil  path  to  irbad ; 

To  leave  a  wholesome  worship,  and  teaching  pure  and  sound ; 

And  mate  with  maniac  women,  loose-haired  and  sackcloth  bound. 

"  Mad  scoffers  of  the  priesthood,  who  mock  at  things  divine. 
Who  rail  against  the  pulpit,  and  holy  bread  and  %intf ; 
Sore  from  tneir  cart- tail  scourpngs,  and  from  the  pilltxy  lame, 
Rejoicing  in  their  wretchedness,  and  glorying  in  ibeir  duune. 

"And  what  a  fate  awaits  thee?  —  a  sadly  toiling  slave. 
Dragging  the  slowly  lengthening  chain  of  bondage  to  the  grava  I 
Think  of  thy  woman's  nature,  subdued  in  hopeless  thrall, 
The  easy  prey  of  any,  the  scoff  and  acorn  of  ail  I  ** 

O,  ever  as  the  Tempter  spoke,  and  feeble  Nature's  fears 
Wrung  drop  by  drop  the  scalding  flow  of  unavailing  tears, 
I  wrestled  down  the  evil  thoughts,  and  strove  in  silent  prayer, 
To  feel,  O  Helper  ef  the  weak  I  that  Thou  indeed  wert  then*  1 

I  thought  of  Paul  and  Silas,  within  Philippi's  cell. 
And  how  from  Peter's  sleeping  limbs  the  prison-shackles  fell. 
Till  1  seemed  to  hear  the  traihng  of  an  angel's  robe  of  whita^ 
And  to  feel  a  bleated  preaenoa  invinble  to  sight. 
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Bless  the  Lord  for  all  his  mevdes  I  —  for  tlie  peace  and  love  I  foU, 
Like  dew  of  Hermon's  holy  hill,  upoo  my  sprit  melt ; 
When,  '*  Get  behind  me,  Satan  I "  was  the  language  of  my  heart. 
And  I  felt  the  Evil  Tempter  with  all  his  doubts  depart. 

Slow  broke  the  gray  oold  morning ;  again  the  sunshine  fell, 
Fledced  with  the  shade  of  bar  and  grate  within  my  lonely  cell ; 
The  hoar-frost  melted  on  the  wall,  and  upward  firtMn  the  street 
Came  careless  laugh  and  idle  word,  and  tread  of  passing  feirt. 

At  length  Che  heavy  bolts  fell  back,  my  door  was  open  cast, 
And  slowly  at  the  ^erifPs  side,  up  the  long  street  I  passed ; 
I  heaud  tfaie  murmor  round  me,  and  felt,  but  daued  not  see, 
How,  fipom  evCTy  door  and  window,  the  people  gated  on  me. 

And  doubt  and  fear  fell  on  me,  shame  burned  u^on  my  cheek. 
Swam  earth  and  sky  around  me,  my  nembling  limbs  grew  weak : 
"  O  Lord  I  support  thy  handmajd ;  and  from  bar  aoul  cast  out 
The  fear  of  man,  which  brings  a  snare,  —the  weakness  and  the  doubt" 

Then  the  dreary  shadows  scattered,  like  a  dond  in  mominfl^s  breeie^ 
And  a  low  deep  voice  within  me  seemed  whispering  words  like  these: 
**  TbcM^  thy  earth  be  as  the  iron,  and  thy  heiven  a  braxen  wall. 
Trust  still  Hjs  loving-kindness  whose  power  is  over  all." 

We  paused  at  length,  where  at  my  feet  the  snnfit  waters  broke 
On  glaring  reach  of  shinine  beach,  and  shincly  wall  of  rock ; 
The  merchant-ships  lay  idly  there,  in  bard  aear  lines  on  high. 
Tracing  with  rope  and  slender  spw  their  network  on  the  sky. 

And  there  were  ancient  citisens,  doak-wnipped  and  grave  and  odd, 
Aod  grim  and  stout  sea-captains  with  feces  bronzed  and  old. 
And  on  his  horse,  with  Rawson,  his  cruel  derk  at  hand, 
Sat  dark  and  haughty  Endicott,  the  rukr  of  the  land. 

And  poisoniog  with  his  evil  words  the  ruler's  ready  ear. 
The  priest  leaned  o'er  his  saddle,  with  laugh  and  scoff  and  jeer ; 
It  stirred  my  soul,  and  from  my  lips  the  seal  of  silence  broke. 
As  if  throogli  woman's  weakness  a  warning  spirit  spoke. 

I  cried,  "The  Lord  rebuke  thee,  thou  smiter  of  the  meek. 
Thou  robber  of  the  righteous,  thou  trampler  of  the  weak  I 
Go  light  the  dark,  cold  heartn-stones,  —  go  turn  the  prison  lode 
Of  the  poor  hearts  thou  hast  hunted,  thou  wolf  amid  the  flodc  I  ** 

Dark  lowered  the  brows  of  Endicott,  and  with  a  deeper  red 

O'er  Rawson's  wine-empurpled  cheek  the  flush  of  anger  spread ; 

'*  Good  people,"  quoth  tiie  white-lipped  priest,  "  heed  not  hch'  words  so  wild. 

Her  Master  ^ieaks  within  her,  —  the  Devil  owns  his  child  I  " 

But  gray  heads  shook,  and  young  brows  knit,  the  while  the  sheriff  read 
That  law  the  wicked  nilers  against  the  ooor  have  made, 
Who  to  their  house  of  Rimmon  and  idol  priesthood  bring 
No  bended  knee  of  worship,  nor  gainfel  offering 
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Then  to  the  stout  sea-captains  the  sheriff,  tamiqg,  said,  — 
"  Which  of  ye,  worthy  seamen,  will  take  this  Quaker  nuid?  ] 

In  the  Isle  of  &ir  BarDadoes,  or  on  Vir^ginia's  shore,  | 

You  may  hold  her  at  a  higher  price  than  Indian  girl  or  Moor.'* 

Grim  and  silent  stood  the  captains ;  and  when  again  he  cried, 
I  *'  Speak  out,  ray  worthy  seamen  I  "  —  no  voice,  no  sign  replied ; 

But  I  felt  a  bard  hand  press  my  own,  and  kind  words  met  my  ear»  •« 

I  "  God  bless  thee,  and  preserve  thee,  my  gentle  girl  and  dear  t " 

I 

A  weight  seemed  lifted  from  mv  heart, — a  fditying  friend  was  nigh,  i 

I  felt  It  in  his  hard,  rough  hand,  and  saw  it  in  his  eye ;  I 

And  when  again  the  sheriff  spokcj  that  voice,  so  kind  to  me,  ' 
Growled  back  its  stormy  answer  bke  the  roaring  of  the  sea,  — 

*'  Pile  my  ship  with  bars  of  silver,  —pack  with  coins  of  Spanish  gold,  ; 

From  keel-piece  up  to  deck-plank,  the  roomage  of  her  hold,  ' 

By  the  living  God  who  made  me  I  —  I  would  sooner  in  your  bay 
Sink  ship  and  crew  and  caigo,  than  bear  this  child  away  1  " 

J 
*'  Well  answered,  worth^r  captain,  shame  on  their  cniel  laws  f  *'  | 

Ran  through  the  crowd  in  murmurs  loud  the  people's  just  applause. 
*'  Like  the  herdsman  of  Tekoa,  in  Israel  of  old. 
Shall  we  see  the  poor  and  righteous  again  for  silver  sold?  " 

I  looked  on  haughty  Endicott ;  with  weapon  half-way  drawn, 
Swept  round  the  throng  his  lion  glare  of  bitter  hate  and  scorn; 
Fiercely  he  drew  his  bndle-rein,  and  turned  in  silence  back, 
And  sneering  priest  and  baffled  clerk  rode  murmuring  in  his  track. 

Hard  after  them  the  sheriff  looked,  in  bitterness  of  soul ; 
Thrice  smote  his  staff  upon  the  ground,  and  crushed  his  parchment  roll. 
*'  Good  friends,"  he  said,  "since  both  have  fled,  the  ruler  and  the  priest. 
Judge  ye,  if  from  their  further  work  I  he  not  well  released." 

Loud  was  the  cheer  which,  full  and  clear,  swept  round  the  silent  bay. 
As,  with  kind  words  and  kinder  looks,  he  bade  me  go  ray  way ; 
For  He  who  turns  the  courses  of  the  strearalet  of  the  glen. 
And  the  river  of  great  waters,  had  turned  the  hearts  of  men. 

O,  at  that  hour  the  very  earth  seemed  changed  beneath  my  eye, 
A  holier  wonder  round  me  rose  the  blue  wsuls  of  the  sky, 
A  lovelier  light  on  rock  and  hill,  and  stream  and  woodland  lay. 
And  softer  lapsed  on  sunnier  sands  the  waters  of  the  bay. 

Thanksgiving  to  the  Lord  of  life  !  —  to  Him  all  praises  be, 
Who  frdm  the  hands  of  evil  men  hath  set  his  handmaid  free  ; 
All  praise  to  Him  before  whose  power  the  mighty  are  afraid, 
Who  takes  the  crafty  in  the  snare,  which  for  the  poor  is  laid  1 

Sing,  O  mv  soul,  rejoicini^ly,  on  evening's  twilight  calm 
Uplift  the  loud  thanksgiving,  —  pour  forth  the  grateful  psalm  { 
Let  all  dear  hearts  with  me  rejoice,  as  did  the  saints  of  old. 
When  of  the  Lord's  good  angel  the  rescued  Peter  told. 
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A%id  weep  and  howl,  ye  evil  priests  aod  roi|;hty  men  of  wrong. 
The  Lord  shall  smite  the  proud,  and  lay  his  hand  upon  the  strong. 
Woe  to  the  wicked  rulers  m  his  avenging  hour  I 
Woe  to  the  wolves  who  seek  the  flocks  to  raven  and  devour  1 

« 

Bot  let  the  humble  ones  arise,  —  the  poor  in  heart  be  glad, 
And  let  the  mourning  ones  again  with  robes  of  praise  oe  dad. 
For  He  who  cooled  tlie  furnace,  and  smoothed  the  stormy  wave, 
And  tamed  the  Chaldean  lions,  is  mighty  still  to  save  I 
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AieoUND  Sebago's  lonely  lake 
There  lingers  not  a  breeze  to  break 
The  mirror  which  its  waters  make. 

The  solemn  pines  along  its  shore, 
The  firs  which  hang  its  gray  rocks  o*er, 
Are  painted  on  its  ^assy  floor. 

The  son  looks  o'en  with  hazy  eye. 
The  snowy  mountain-tops  which  lie 
Piled  col^y  up  against  the  sky. 

Dazzling  and  white  1  save  where  the 
bleak. 

Wild  winds  have  bared  some  splinter- 
ing peak,  / 

Or  mow-slide  left  its  dusky  streak. 

Yet  green  are  Saco's  banks  below. 
And  Del  ts  of  spruce  and  cedar  show. 
Dark  fringing  round  those    cones  of 
snow. 

The  earth  hath  felt  the  breath  of  spring. 
Though  yet  on  her  deliverer's  wing 
The  lingering  frosts  of  winter  cling. 

Fresh   grasses    fringe    the    meadow- 
brooks, 
And  mildly  from  its  sunny  nooks 
The  blue  eye  of  the  violet  looks. 

And  odors  from  the  springing  grass, 
The  sweet  birch  and  the  sassafras, 
Upon  tlie  scarce-felt  breezes  pas& 

Her  tokens  of  renewing  care 
'  Hath  Nature  scattered  everywhere. 
In  bod  and  flower,  and  warmer  air. 


But  in  their  hour  of  bitterness, 
What  reck  the  broken  Sokokis, 
Beside  their  slaughtered  chief,  of  this? 

The  turfs  red  stain  is  yet  undried,  — 
Scarce  have  the  death-shot  echoes  died 
Along  Sebago's  wooded  side : 

And  silent  now  the  hunters  stand, 
Grouped  darkly,  where  a  swell  of  land 
Slopes  upwara  from  the  lake's  white 
sand. 

Fire  and  the  axe  have  swept  it  bare. 
Save  one  lone  beech,  unclosing  there 
Its  light  leaves  in  the  vernal  air. 

With  grave,  cold  looks,  all  sternly  mute. 
They  break  the  damp  turf  at  its  foot, 
And  bare  its  coiled  and  twisted  root 

They  heave  the  stubborn  trunk  as'.de, 
The  firm  roots  from  the  earth  divide,  -% 
The  rent  beneath  yawns  dark  and  wide. 

And  there  the  fallen  chief  is  laid, 
In  tasficlled  garbs  of  skins  arraved. 
And  girded  with  his  wampum-braid. 

The  silver  cross  he  loved  is  pressed 
Beneath  the  heavy  arms,  which  rest 
Upon  his  scarred  and  naked  breast. 

'T  is  done :  the  roots  are  backward  sent. 
The  beechen-tree  stands  up  unbent,  — 
The  Indian's  fitting  monument  I 

When  of  that  sleeper's  broken  race 
Theirgreen  and  pkaunl  dwelling-place 
Which   knew  tA«m  once,  retams  ne 
trace ; 
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O,  long  iMiy  sunset's  light  be  shed 
At  now  upon  that  beech*8  head,  — 
A  green  memorial  of  the  dead  I 

There  shall  his  fitting  requiem  be, 

In  northern  winds,  that,  cold  and  free. 

Howl  nightly  in  that  funenU  tree. 

To  their  wild  wail  the  waves  which 

break 
Forever  round  that  lonely  lake 
A  solemn  undertone  shall  make  1 

And  who  shall  deem  the  spot  unblest, 
Where  Nature's  younger  children  rest, 
Lulled   on   their  sorrowing  mother's 
breast? 

Deem  ye  that  mother  loveth  less 
These  bronzed  forms  of  the  wilderness 
She  fbldeth  in  her  long  caress  ? 


As 


them  her  wild-flowers 


sweet  o  er 
blow, 
As  if  with  fairer  hair  and  brow  <> 

The  blue-eyed  Saxon  slept  below. 

What  though  the  places  of  their  rest 
No  priestly  knee  hath  ever  pressed,  — 
No  funeral  rite  nor  prayer  hath  blessed? 

What  though  the  bigot's  ban  be  there. 
And  thougnts  of  waning  and  despair, 
And  cursing  in  the  place  of  prayer  I 

Yet  Heaven  hath  angelswatchinground 
The  Indian's  lowliest  forest-mound,  — 
And  they  have  made  it  holy  ground. 

There  ceases   man's  frail  judgment: 

all 
His  powerless  bolts  of  cursing  fall 
Unheeded  on  that  grassy  palL 

O,  peeled,  and  hunted,  and  reviled. 
Sleep  on,  dark  tenant  of  the  wild  I 
Great  Nature  owns  her  simple  chUd  I 

And  Nature's  God,  to  whom  alone 
The  secret  of  the  heart  is  known,  — 
The  hidden  language  traced  thereon ; 

Who  fit>m  its  many  cumberings 

Of  form  and  creed,  and  outward  things, 

To  light  the  naked  spirit  brings ; 


Not  with  our  partial  eve  shall  scan. 
Not  with  our  pride  and  acorn  shall  ban. 
The  spirit  of  our  brother  man  I 


ST.  JOHN. 
1647. 

**  To  the  winds  give  our  baaiier  ) 

Bear  horoewsud  a^ain  I  " 
Cried  the  Lord  of  Acadia, 

Cried  Charles  of  Estienne ; 
From  the  prow  of  his  shalk{> 

He  ^z<mL  as  the  sun. 
From  Its  bed  in  the  ocean. 

Streamed  up  the  St  John. 

O'er  the  blue  western  waters 

That  shallop  had  passed. 
Where  the  mists  of  Penobscot 

Clung  damp  on  her  mask. 
St  Saviour  had  looked 

On  the  heretic  sail. 
As  the  songs  of  the  Huguenot 

Rose  on  the  gale. 


The  pale,  ghostly  fiithen 

Remembered  ner  welL 
And  had  cucsed  her  while 

With  uper  and  bell. 
But  the  men  of  Monhegan, 

Of  I^ists  abhorred. 
Had  welcomed  and  feasted 

The  heretic  Lord. 


They  had  loaded  his  shallop 

With  dun-fish  and  ball, 
With  stores  for  his  larder, 

And  steel  for  his  wall.  ^ 
Pemequid,  from  her  bastions 

And  turrets  of  stone,  ^ 
Had  welcomed  his  coming 

With  banner  and  gun. 

And  the  prayers  of  the  eldMs 

Had  followed  his  way. 
As  homeward  he  glided, 

Down  Pentecost  Bay. 
O,  well  sped  La  Tour  I 

For,  in  peril  and  pain, 
His  lady  kept  watch, 

For  his  coming  again. 
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O'er  the  lale  of  the  Pheasant 

The  morning  sun  shone. 
On  the  plane-trees  which  shaded 

The  shores  of  St  John. 
*'  Now,  why  from  yon  battlements 

SpeaJcs  not  my  love  1 
Wlnr  waves  there  no  banner 

My  fortress  above  ?  " 

Dark  and  wild,  from  his  dedc 

St.  Estienne  gazed  about, 
On  fire-wasted  dweHinga, 

And  silent  redoubt ; 
From  the  lolir,  shattered  waDs 

Which  the  flame  had  o'ernm. 
There  floated  no  banner. 

There  thundered  no  gun  1 

But  beneath  the  low  arch 

Of  its  doorway  there  stood 
A  pale  priest  of  Rome, 

In  his  cloak  and  his  hood. 
With  the  bound  of  a  lion. 

La  Tour  sprang  to  lani^ 
On  the  throat  of  the  Papist 

He  fastened  his  hand. 

**  Speak,  son  of  the  Woman 

Of  scarlet  and  sin  I 
What  wolf  has  been  prowling 

My  castle  within  ?  ^' 
From  the  grasp  of  thfe  soldier 

The  Jesuit  broke^ 
Half  in  scorn,  half  m  sorrow, 

He  smiled  as  he  spoke  : 

**  No  wolf^  Lord  of  Estienne, 

Has  ravaged  thy  hall, 
Bui  thy  red-handed  rival. 

With  fire,  steel,  and  ball  I 
On  an  errand  of  mercy 

I  hitherward  came. 
While  the  walls  of  thy  castle 

Yrt  spouted  with  flame. 

"  Pentagoet's  dark  vessels 
Were  moored  in  the  bay. 


l*» 


Grim  sea-lions,  roaring 
Aloud  for  their  prey  '* 

**  But  what  of  my  lady  ?  * 
Cried  Charles  of  Estienne  : 

"  On  the  shot-crumbled  turret 
Thy  lady  was  seen : 


'*  Half-veiled  in  the  smoke^kmd, 

Her  hand  grasped  thy  pennon. 
While  her  dark  tresses  swayed 

In  the  hot  breath  of  cannon  I 
But  woe  to  the  heretic, 

Evermore  woe  I 
When  the  son  of  the  church 

And  the  cross  is  his  foe  1 

**  In  the  track  of  the  shell. 

In  the  path  of  the  ball, 
Penugoet  swept  over 

The  breach  of  the  wall  I 
Steel  to  steel,  gun  to  gun. 

One  moment, — and  then 
Alone  stood  the  victor, 

Alone  with  his  men  I 

"  Of  its  sturdy  defendets, 

Thy  lady  alone 
Saw  the  cross-blazoned  banner 

Float  over  St.  John." 
"  Let  the  dastard  look  to  it  I " 

Cried  fiery  Estienne, 
"Were  D'Aulney  King  Louis, 

1  'd  free  her  again  ! " 

'*  Alas  for  thy  lady  I 

No  service  from  thee 
Is  needed  by  her 

Whom  the  Lord  hath  set  firee  i 
Nine  davs,  in  stem  silence. 

Her  thraldom  she  bore. 
But  the  tenth  momine  came. 

And  Death  opened  her  door  I  ** 

As  if  suddenly  smitten 

La  Tour  staggered  back  ; 
His  hand  grasped  his  sword-hilt, 

His  forehead  grew  black. 
He  sprang  on  the  deck 

Of  his  shallop  again. 
"  We  cruise  now  for  venj^nce' 

Give  way  I  "  cried  Estienne. 


"  Massachusetts  shall  hear 

Of  the  Huguenot's  wron|^. 
And  from  island  and  creekside 

Her  fishers  shall  throng  1 
Pentagoet  shall  rue    ' 

What  his  PapisU  have  done^ 
When  his  palisades  echo 

The  Puritan's  gun ! " 
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O,  the  loveliest  of  heavens 

Hung  tenderly  o'er  him, 
There  were  waves  in  the  sunshine, 

And  green  isles  before  him  : 
But  a  pale  hand  was  beckoning 

The  Huguenot  on : 
And  in  blackness  and  ashes 

Behind  was  St  John  ! 


\  PENTUCKET. 
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How  sweetly  on  the  wood-girt  town 
The  mellow  light  of  sunset  shone  I 
Each  small,  bright  lake,  whose  waters 

stiU 
Mirror  the  forest  and  the  hill. 
Reflected  from  its  waveless  breast 
The  beauty  of  a  cjoudless  west. 
Glorious  as  if  a  glimpse  were  given 
Within  the  western  gates  of  heaven. 
Left,  by  the  spirit  ofthe  star 
Of  sunset's  holy  hour,  ajar  i 

Beside  the  river's  tranquil  flood 

The  dark   and  low-walled    dwellings 

stood. 
Where  many  a  rood  of  open  land 
Stretched  up  and  down  on  either  hand, 
With  corn-leaves  waving  freshly  green 
The  thick  and  blackened  stumps  be- 
tween. 
Behind,  unbroken,  deep  and  dread. 
The  wild,  untravelled  forest  spread. 
Back  to  those  mountains,  white  and 

cold. 
Of  which  the  Indian  trapper  told,  # 
Upon  whose  summits  never  yet 
Was  mortal  foot  in  safety  set. 

8uiet  and  calm,  without  a  fear 
f  danger  darkly  lurkinj^.near. 
The  weary  laborer  left  his  plough,  — 
The  milkmaid  carolled  by  ner  cow,  — 
From  cottage  door  and  household  hear'.n 
Ro5e  songs  of  praise,  or  tones  of  minh. 
At  length  the  murmur  died  away. 
And  silence  on  that  village  l.ny,  — 
So  slept  Pompeii,  tower  and  hall, 
Ere  the  quick  earthquake  swallowed  all, 
Undreaming  of  the  fiery  fate 
Which  made  its  dwellings  desolate  I 


Hours  passed  awav.  By  moonlight  sped 
The  Merrimack  along  his  bed. 
Bathed  in  the  pallid  lustre,  stood 
Dark  cottage-wall  and  rock  and  wood. 
Silent,  beneath  that  tranquil  beam. 
As  the  hushed  grouping  of  a  dream. 
Yet  on  the  still  air  crept  a  sound,  — 
No  bark  of  fox,  nor  rabbit's  bound. 
Nor  stir  of  wings,  nor  waters  flowing. 
Nor  leaves  in  midnight  breezes  blow- 
ing. 

Was  that  the  tread  of  many  feet. 
Which  downward  from  the  hillside  beat? 
What  forms  were  those  which  darkly 

stood 
Just  on  the  margin  of  the  wood? — 
Charred  tree-stumps  in  the  moonlight 

dim, 
Or  paling  rude,  or  leafless  limb? 
No,— through  the  trees  fierce  eyeballs 

glowed 
Dark    human    forms    in    mounshine 

showed, 
Wild  from  their  native  wilderness. 
With  painted  limbs  and  battle-dress  I 

A  yell  the  dead  might  wake  to  hear 
Swelled  on  the  night  air,  for  and  clear,-— 
Then  smote  the  Indian  tomahawk 
On  crashing  door  and  shattering  lock,— 
Then  rang  the  rifle-sliot,  —  and  then 
The   shrHI    death-scream  of  stricken 

men,  — 
Sank  the  red  axe  in  woman's  brain, 
And  childhood's  cry  arose  in  vain,  — 
Bursting    through    roof  and  window 

came. 
Red,  fast,  and  fierce,  the  kindled  flame ; 
And  blended  fire  and  moonlight  glared 
On  still  dead  men  and  weapons  bared. 

The    morning    «cm    looked    brightly 

through 
The  river  willows,  wet  with  dew. 
No  sound  of  combat  filled  the  air,  — 
No  shout  was  heard,  —  nor  gunshot 

there : 
Yet  still  the  thick  and  sullen  smoke 
From  smouldering  ruins  slowly  broke ; 
And  on  the  greensward  many  a  stain. 
And,  here  and  there,  the  maneled  slam, 
Told  hr  w  that  midnight  bolt  nad  sped 
Pentucket,  on  thy  fated  h«ad  I 
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Even  iMMT  the  ^llanr  can  tell 
Where  Rolfe  beMclehis  hearthstone  Cell, 
StiU  show  the  door  of  wasting  oak. 
Through  which  the  fatal  death -shot 

broke, 
And  point  the  curious  stranger  where 
De  Rooville'soorse  lay  grira  and  bare, — 
Whose  hideous    head,  in  death  still 

feared. 
Bore  not  a  trace  of  hair  or  beard,  — 
And  still,  within  the  churchyard  ground. 
Heaves  darkly  up  the  ancient  mound. 
Whose  grass-grown  surface  overlies 
The  victims  of  that  sacrifice. 


THE  FAMILISTS  HYMN. 

Father  !  to  thy  suffering  poor  _ 

Strength  and  grace  and  nith  impart. 
And  wiui  thy  own  love  restore 

Comfort  to  the  broken  heart  I 
O  the  failing  ones  confirm 

With  a  holier  strength  of  zeal  I  — > 
Give  thou  not  the  feeble  worm 

Helpless  to  the  spoiler's  heel  I 

Father  I  for  thy  holy  sake 

We  are  spoiled  and  hunted  thus  ; 
Jogrfol,  for  thy  truth  we  take 

Bonds  and  burthens  unto  us : 
Poor,  and  weak,  and  robbed  of  all. 

Weary  with  our  daily  task. 
That  thy  truth  may  never  fall 

Through  our  weakness,  Lord,  we  ask. 

Roqnd  our  fired  and  wasted  homes 

Flits  the  forest-bird  unscared. 
And  at  noon  the  wild  beast  comes 

Where  our  frugal  meal  was  shared ; 
For  the  song  of  praises  there 

Shrieks  the  crow  the  livelong  day ; 
For  the  sound  of  evening  prayer 

Howls  the  evil  beast  of  prey  I 

Sweet  the  songs  we  loved  to  sing 

Underneath  thy  holy  skv,  — 
Words  and  tones  that  usea  to  bring 

Tears  of  joy  in  every  eye,  — 
Dear  the  wrestling  hours  of  prayer, 

When  we  gathered  knee  to  knee. 
Blameless  youth  and  hoary  hair, 

Bowed,  O  God,  alone  to  thee. 


As  thine  earl^  children.  Lord, 

Shared  their  wealth  and  dally  bread. 
Even  so,  with  one  accord, 

We,  in  love,  each  other  fed. 
Not  with  us  the  miser's  hoard. 

Not  with  us  his  grasping  hand ; 
Eoual  round  a  comroou  board, 

Drew  our  meek  and  brother  band  1 

Safe  our  quiet  Elden  lay 

When  the  war-whoop  stirred  the  land 
And  the  Indian  turned  away 

From  our  home  his  bloody  hand. 
Well  that  forest-ranger  saw, 

That  the  burthen  and  the  curse 
Of  the  white  man's  cruel  law 

Rested  also  upon  us. 

Tom  apart,  and  driven  forth 

To  our  toiling  hard  and  lonfl^ 
Father  !  fi-om  the  dust  of  earth 

Lift  we  still  our  grateful  song  I 
Grateful,  —  that  in  bonds  we  share 

In  thy  love  which  maketh  free  ; 
Joyful,  —  that  the  wronzs  we  bear, 

Draw  us  nearer,  Lord,  to  thee  1 

Grateful !  —  that  where'er  we  toil,  — 

Bv  Wachuset's  wooded  side, 
On  Nantucket's  sea-worn  isle. 

Or  by  wild  Neponset's  tide,  — 
Still,  in  spirit,  we  are  near. 

And  our  evening  hymns,  which  rise 
Separate  and  discordant  here. 

Meet  and  mingle  in  the  skies  1 

Let  the  scoffer  scorn  and  mock. 

Let  the  proud  and  evil  priest 
Rob  the  needy  of  his  flock. 

For  his  wine-cup  and  his  feast,  -~ 
Redden  not  thy  bolts  in  store 

Throug[h  the  blackness  of  thy  skies? 
For  the  sighing  of  the  poor 

Wilt  Thou  not,  at  length,  arise? 

Worn  and  wasted,  oh  !  how  lone^ 

Shall  thy  trodden  poor  complain  ? 
In  thy  name  thev  bear  the  wrong, 

In  thy  cause  the  bonds  of  pain  I 
Melt  oppression's  heart  of  steel. 

Let  tne  haughtv  priesthood  see^ 
And  their  blinded  followers  feel, 

Thaf  io  Ml  ^h«v  nrodr  a*  The#  ^ 
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In  thy  time,  O  Lord  of  hosts, 

Stretch  abroad  that  hand  to  save 
Which  of  old,  on  Egypt's  coasts, 

Smote  apart  the  Kea  Sea's  wave  I 
Lead  us  firom  this  evil  land, 

From  the  spoiler  set  us  free. 
And  once  more  our  gathered  band. 

Heart  to  heart,  shall  worship  thee  I 


THE  FOUNTAIN. 

Tkavbllbr  t  on  thy  journey  toiling 

Bv  the  swift  Powow, 
With  the  summer  sunshine  falling 

On  thy  heated  brow. 
Listen,  while  all  else  is  still. 
To  the  brooklet  from  the  hill. 

Wild  and  sweet  the  flowers  are  blowing 

By  that  streamlet's  side, 
And  a  greener  verdure  showing 

Where  its  waters  gMde,  — 
Down  the  hill-slope  murmuring  on, 
Over  root  and  mossy  stone. 

Where  yon  oak  his  broad  arms  flingeth 

O'er  the  sloping  hill, 
Beautiful  and  freshly  springeth 

That  soft^flowing  rill, 
Through  its  dark  roots  wreathed  and 

birr, 
Gushing  up  to  sun  and  air. 

Brighter  waters  sparkled  never 

In  that  magic  well. 
Of  whose  gift  of  life  forever 

Ancient  legends  tell,  — 
In  the  lonely  desert  wasted. 
And  by  mortal  lip  u^tasted. 

Waters  which  the  proud  Castilian  ^ 

Sought  with  lon-^ing  eyes. 
Underneath  the  bnght  pavilion 

Of  the  Indian  skies ; 
Where  his  forest  pathwav  lay 
Through  the  blooms  of  f^londa. 

Years  ago  a  lonely  stranger, 

With  the  dusky  brow 
Of  the  outcast  forest-ranger. 

Crossed  the  swift  Powow ; 
And  betook  him  to  the  rill 
And  the  oak  upon  the  hiU. 


0*er  his  £ice  of  moody  sadness 

For  an  instant  shone 
Something  like  a  ^leam  of  i^adneasL 

As  he  sto(H>ed  him  down 
To  the  fountain's  grassy  side. 
And  his  eager  thirst  supplied. 

With  the  oak  its  shadow  throwing 

O'er  his  mossy  seat. 
And  the  cool,  sweet  waters  flowing 

Softly  at  his  feet. 
Closely  by  the  fountain's  rim 
That  lone  Indian  seated  him. 

Autumn's  earliest  frost  had  given 

To  the  woods  below 
Hues  of  beauty,  such  as  heaven 

Lendeth  to  its  bow ; 
And  the  soft  breeze  from  the  west 
Scarcely  broke  their  dreamy  rest 

Far  behind  was  Ocean  striving 

With  his  chains  of  sand  : 
Southward,  sunny  glimpses  giving, 

'Twixt  the  swells  of  land. 
Of  its  calm  and  silvery  track, 
Rolled  the  tranquil  Merrimack. 

Over  village,  wood,  and  meadow 

Gazed  that  stranger  man. 
Sadly,  till  the  twilight  shadow 

Over  all  things  ran. 
Save  where  spire  and  westwara  paos 
Flashed  the  sunset  back  again. 

Gazing[  thus  upon  the  dwelling 

Of  his  warrior  sires, 
Where  no  lingering  trace  was  telling 

Of  their  wigwam  fires. 
Who  the  gloomy  thoughts  might  know 
Of  that  wandering  child  of  woe  ? 

Naked  lay,  in  sunshine  glowing, 

Hills  that  once  had  stood 
Down  their  sides  the  shadows  throwing 

Of  a  mighty  wood, 
Where  the  deer  his  covert  kept, 
And  the  eagle's  pinion  swept  I 

Where  the  birch  canoe  had  glided 

Down  the  swift  Powow, 
Dark  and  gloomy  bridges  strided 

Those  clear  waters  now ; 
And  where  once  the  beaver  swam. 
Jarred  the  wheel  and  frowned  the  dam 
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LEGENDARY, 


"NoWf    Goodman    Macey,   ope   thy 
door,  — 

We  would  not  be  house-breakers ; 
A  ruefuT  deed  thou  'st  done  this  dav« 

In  harboring  banished  Quakers.*' 

Out  looked  the  cautious  goodraan  then. 
With  much  of  fear  andawe, 

For  there,  with  broad  wig  drenched 
with  rain,^ 
The  pariah  priest  he  saw. 

"Open  thy  door,  thou  wicked  roan. 

And  let  thy  pastor  in. 
And  give  God  thanks,  if  forty  stripes 

Repay  thy  deadly  nn." 

*'Wbat  seek  ye?"  quoth  the  good- 
man,  — 
*'  The  stranger  is  my  g^est ; 
He   is   worn  with  toil  and  grievous 
wrong,  — 
Pray  let  the  old  man  rest." 

"  Now,  out  upon  thee,  cantine  knave !  '* 
And  strong  hands  shook  the  door, 

**  Believe    me,    Macey,"   quoth    the 
priest,  — 
"  Thou  'It  rue  thy  conduct  sore." 

Then  kindled  Macey's  eye  of  fire  : 
"  No  priest  who  walks  the  earth, 

Shall  pluck  away  the  stranger-guest 
Maoe  welcome  to  my  hearth." 

Down  from  his  cottage  wall  he  caught 

The  matchlock,  hotly  tried 
At  Preston-pans  and  Marston-moor, 

By  fiery  Ireton's  side  : 

Where  Puritan,  and  Cavalier, 
With  shout  and  psalm  contended : 

And    Rupert's  oath,  and  Cromwell's 
prayer, 
With  battle-thunder  blended. 

Up  rose  the  ancient  stranger  then  : 

My  spirit  is  not  free 
To  brine  the  wrath  and  violence 
Of  evu  men  on  thee  : 

"  And  for  thyself,  I  pray  forbear,  — 

Bethink  thee  of  thy  Lord, 
Who  healed  again  the  smitten  ear. 

And  sheathed  bis  follower's  sword. 


*'  I  go,  as  to  the  slat^ter  led : 
Friends  of  the  poor,  ftrewell ! " 

Beneath  liis  hand  the  oaken  door. 
Back  on  its  hinges  fell. 

"  Come  forth,  old  graybeard,  yea  aad 
nay  "  ; 

The  reckless  scoffers  cried. 
As  to  a  horseman's  saddle-bow 

The  old  man's  arms  were  tied. 

And  of  his  bondage  hard  and  long 

In  Boston's  crowded  jail, 
Where  suffering  woman's  prajrer  wa« 
heard. 

With  sickening  childhood's  wail* 

It  suits  not  with  our  tale  to  tell : 
Those  scenes  have  passed  away,  — 

Let  the  dim  shadows  of  the  past 
Brood  o'er  that  evil  day. 

"Ho,    sheriff  I"    quoth    the    arder4 
priest,  — 

"  Take  Goodman  Macey  too ; 
The  sin  of  this  day's  heresy, 

His  back  or  purse  shall  rue." 

"  Now,  ^oodwife,  hatte  thee  I "  Matf  f 
cned. 

She  caught  his  manly  am  :  — 
Behind,  the  parson  urged  pursuit. 

With  outcry  and  alarm. 

Ho  i    speed    the    Maceys,   neck    *«* 
naught,  — 

The  river-course  was  near :  — 
The  plashing  on  its  pebbled  shore 

Was  music  to  their  ear. 

A  gray  rock,  tasselled  o'er  with  bircW 

Above  the  waters  hung, 
And  at  its  base,  with  every  wave^ 

A  small  light  wherry  swung. 

A  leap  —  they  gain  the  boat  — and  tber* 

The  goodman  wields  his  oar: 
"III    luck    betide    them    all."  — b* 
cried,  — 
The  laggards  upon  the  shore." 


« ' 


Down  through   the   crashing   under 
wood, 
The  burly  sheriff  came :  -' 


THB  EXILES. 


fk 


StaiKi,  Ooodmao  Macey,  —  yield  thy- 
self; 
Yiaid  in  the  King's  own  name." 

**  N  3  V  out  upon  thy  hangman's  hat  I " 
•irnld  Macey  answered  then,  — 

**  .Vhip  wottun,  on  the  villase  green. 
But  meddle  not  with  merCr* 

The  priest  came  panting  to  the  shore,  — 
Hts  grave  cocked  hat  was  gone  ; 

Behindhiro,  like  some  owl's  nest,  hung 
His  wig  upon  a  thorn. 

'*  Come  back,  — come  back  I "  the  par- 
son cried, 
"  The  church's  curse  beware." 
"CufM,  an'  thou  wilt,"  said  Macey, 
**but 
Thy  blessing  prithee  spare.'* 


«*VUe   scoflerl"    cried    the     baffled 
pnest,  — 
"  Thou  'It  yet  the  gallows  see." 
'  Who 's  bom  to  be  hanged,  will  not  be 
drowned," 
Quoth  Macey,  metrily ; 

'*And  so,  air  sheriff  and  priest,  good 
by!" 

He  bent  him  to  his  oar. 
And  the  small  boat  glided  quietly 

From  the  twain  upon  the  shore. 

Now  in  the  west,  the  heavy  clouds 

Scattered  and  felt  asunder. 
While  feebler  came  the  rush  of  rain. 

And  fainter  growled  the  thunder. 

And  through  the  broken  clouds,  the  sun 
Looked  out  serene  and  warm. 

Painting  its  holy  symbol -light 
Upon  the  passing  storm. 

O,  beautiful !  that  rainbow  span. 
O'er  dim  Crane-neck  was  bended  ;  —■ 

One  bright  foot  touched  the  eastern 
hills. 
And  one  with  ocean  blended. 

Bygreen  Pentucket's  southern  slope 
T%e  small  boat  glided  fast,  — 

The  watchers  of  "the  Block-house" 
saw 
The  strangers  as  they  passed. 


That  night  a  stalwart  garrison 

Sat  shakinE  in  their  shoes. 
To  hear  the  dip  of  Indian  oan,  •— 

The  glide  of  birch  canoes. 

The  fisher-wives  of  Salisbury, 

(The  men  were  all  away,) 
Looked  out  to  see  the  stranger  oar 

Upon  their  waters  play. 

Deer- Island's  rocks  and  fir-trees  threw 
llieir  sunset -shadows  o'er  them, 

And  Newbury's  ^re  and  weathercock 
Peered  o'er  the  pines  before  them. 

Around  the  Black  Rocks,  on  their  left. 
The  marsh  lay  broad  and  green  ; 

And  on  their  right,  with  dwarf  shrubs 
crowned. 
Plum  Island's  hills  were  seen. 

With  skilfiil  hand  and  wary  eve 
The  harbor  jar  was  crossed  ;  — 

A  plaything  of  the  restless  wave, 
The  boat  on  ocean  tossed. 

The  glory  of  the  sunset  heaven 

On  land  and  water  lay,  — 
On  the  steep  hills  of  Agawam, 

On  cape,  and  blufl^  and  bay. 

They  passed  the  gray  rocks  of  C^ 
Ann, 

And  Gloucester's  harbor-bar ; 
The  watch-fire  of  the  garrison 

Shone  like  a  setting  star. 

How  brightly  broke  the  morning 

On  Massachusetts  Bay  I 
Blue  wave,  and  bright  green  island. 

Rejoicing  in  the  day. 

On  passed  the  bark  in  safety 
Round  isle  and  headland  steep»  — 

No  tempest  broke  above  them, 
No  fog-cloud  veiled  the  deep. 

Far  round  the  bleak  and  stormy  Cape 
The  vent'rous  Macey  passed. 

And  on  Nantucket's  naked  isle. 
Drew  up  his  boat  at  last. 

And  how,  in  log-built  cabin. 

They  braved  the  rough  sea-weather 
And  there,  in  peace  and  quietness, 

Went  down  life's  vale  together : 
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And  how  tkeir  fishing  sped. 
Until  to  ercfy  wind  oi  heaven 

NjutadKiet's  sails 


How  pale  Want  alternated 
With  Plenty's  golden  aoule : 

Behold,  is  ii  not  written 
In  the  annals  of  the  isle? 

And  yet  that  isle  remaaneth 

A  refuge  of  the  free. 
As  when  trae-hearted  Maoey 

Beheld  it  from  the 


Free  as  the  winds  that  winnow 
Her  shnibless  hills  of  sand,— 

Free  as  the  waves  that  batter 
Along  her  yielding  land. 

Than  hers,  at  duty's  sommoos, 
No  loftier  spirit  stirs,  — 

Nor  falls  o'er  human  s  ^ring 
A  readier  tear  than  hers. 

God  bless  the  sea-beat  island  !— 
And  grant  foreTermore, 

That  charity  and  freedom  dwdl 
As  now  upon  her  shore  ! 


THE    NEW    WIFE    AND    THE 
OLD. 

Dark  the  halls,  and  cold  the  feast,  — 
Gone  the  bridemaids,  gone  the  priest : 
All  is  over,  —  all  is  done. 
Twain  of  yesterday  are  one  I 
Blooming  girl  and  manhood  gray. 
Autumn  m  the  arms  of  May  ! 

Hushed  within  and  hushed  without, 
Dancing  feet  and  wrestlers'  shout ; 
Dies  the  bonfire  on  the  hill ; 
All  is  dark  and  all  is  still. 
Save  the  starlight,  save  the  breeze 
Moaning  through  the  graveyard  trees; 
And  the  great  sea-waves  below, 
Pulse  of  the  midnight  beating  slow. 

From  the  brief  dream  of  a  bride 
She  hath  wakened,  at  his  side. 
With  half-uttered  shriek  and  start.  -' 
VeeU  she  not  his  beating  heart  ? 


And  the  pressniv  oThb  arm, 

And  bis  breathing  near  and  wann> 

Lightly  from  the  bridal  bed 
Springs  that  &ir  dishevelled  head. 
And  a  feeling,  new,  intense. 
Half  of  shame,  half  innocence, 
Maiden  fear  and  wonder  speaks 
lliroug^  her  lips  and  changii^  cheeln 

From  the  oaken  mantel  glowing 
Faintest  light  the  lamp  is  throwing 
On  the  minor's  antique  mould. 
High-backed  chair,  and  wainscot  old, 
And,  through  &ded  curtains  stealing 
His  dark  skeping  faxit  revealing. 

Listless  lies  the  strong  man  there. 
Silver-streaked  his  careless  hair ; 
Lips  of  love  have  left  no  trace 
On  that  hard  and  haughty  fiice ; 
And  that  forehead's  knitted  thought 
Love's  soft  hand  hath  not  unwrought 

"  Yet,"  she  Nghs,  "  he  loves  me  well. 
More  than  these  calm  lips  will  telL 
Stooping  to  my  lowly  state. 
He  hath  made  me  ricJ)  and  great. 
And  I  bless  him,  thoi^  he  be 
Hard  and  stem  to  all  save  me !  " 

While  she  speaketh,  frjls  the  light 
O'er  her  fingers  smsdl  and  white ; 
Gold  and  ^em,  and  costly  ring 
Back  the  timid  lustre  fling,  — 
Love's  selfectest  gifts,  and  rare. 
His  proud  hand  had  fastened  thero 

Gratefully  she  marks  the  glow 
From  those  tapering  lines  of  snow ; 
Fondlv  o'er  the  sleeper  bending 
His  bfack  hair  with  golden  blending 
*  In  her  soft  and  light  caress. 
Cheek  and  lip  together  press. 

Ha!  —that  start  of  horror!—  Why 
That  wild  stare  and  wilder  cry. 
Full  of  terror,  fiill  of  pain? 
Is  there  madness  in  her  brain  ? 
Hark  I  that  gasping,  hoarse  and  low, 
'*  Spare  me,  —  spare  me, —  lei  me  go  i 

God  have  mercy  1  —  Icy  cold 
Spectral  hands  ner  own  enfold. 
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PrawinK  aifently  from  tkein 
Love's  nir  gifts  of  gold  and  gem, 
"  Waken !  save  me  I "  still  as  death 
At  her  side  he  slumbereth. 

Ring  and  bracelet  all  are  gone» 

And  that  ice-cold  hand  withdiawn ; 

Bat  she  hears  a  murmur  low. 

Fall  of  sweetness,  iiill  of  woe, 

Haifa  sigh  and  half  a  moan  : 

"  Fear  not  I  give  the  dead  her  own  !  *' 

Ah  I  —  the  dead  wife's  voice  sheknowsl 
That  cold  hand,  whose  pressure  froze, 
Once  in  warmest  life  had  borne 
Gem  and  band  her  own  hath  worn. 
"  Wake  thee  I  wake  thee  I "  Lo,  his  eyes 
Open  with  a  dull  surprise. 

In  his  arms  the  strong  man  folds  her, 
Closer  to  his  breast  he  holds  her ; 
Trembling  limbs  his  owm  are  meeting. 
And  he  feels  her  heart's  quick  beating : 
"  Nay,  my  dearest,  why  this  fear  ?  *' 
•«  HtMh  !  ^'    shA    saith.    *'  the   d«ad 


here  I 


she   saith,  '*the  dead  is 


I* 


**  Nay,  a  dream,  —  an  idle  dream." 
But  before  the  lamp's  pale  gleam 
Tremblinglv  her  hand  she  raises,  — 
There  no  more  the  diamond  blazes, 
Clasp  of  pearl,  /or  ring  of  gold,  — 
*<AhI"  she   sighs,  '*her   hand  was 
cold  I" 

Broken  words  of  cheer  he  saith. 
But  his  dark  lip  quivereth,^ 
And  as  o'er  the  |>ast  he  thinketh, 
Fromhis  youngwife'sarmsheshrinketh : 


Can  thoie  soft  arms  round  him  lie. 
Underneath  his  dead  wife's  eye  ? 

She  her  fiiir  young  head  can  rest 
Soothed  and  childlike  on  his  breast. 
And  in  trustful  innocence 
Draw  new  strength  and  courage  thence ; 
He,  the  proud  man,  feels  wiuiin 
But  the  cowardice  of  sin  I 

She  can  murmur  in  her  thought 
Simple  pravers  her  mother  taught. 
And  His  blessed  angels  call. 
Whose  great  love  is  over  all ; 
He,  alone,  in  praverless  pride. 
Meets  the  dark  JPast  at  her  side  I 

One,  who  living  shrank  with  dread 
From  his  look,  or  word,  or  tread. 
Unto  whom  her  earlv  grave 
Was  as  freedom  to  tne  slave. 
Moves  him  at  this  midnight  hour. 
With  the  dead's  unconsaous  power ! 

Ah,  the  dead,  the  unforgot  I 

From  their  solemn  homes  of  thoueht. 

Where  the  cypress  shadows  blend 

Darklv  over  foe  and  friend. 

Or  in  love  or  sad  rebuke, 

Baick  upon  the  living  look. 

And  the  tendeiest  ones  and  weakest, 
Whotheir  wrongs  have  borne  the  meek* 

est, 
Lifting  from  those  dark,  still  places. 
Sweet  and  sad-remembered  faces. 
O'er  the  guilty  hearts  behind 
An  iinwitting  triumph  find. 
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FROM    1833  TO   1848. 


TOUSSAINT  L'OUVERTURE  w 

*T  WAS  nieht.    The  tranquil  mooDlight 
smile 
With  which  Heaven  dreams  of  Earth, 
shed  dowii 
Its  beauty  on  the  Indian  isle,  — 
On  broad  green  field  and  white -walled 
town; 
And  inland  waste  of  rock  and  wood. 
In  searching  sunshine,  wild  and  rude. 
Rose,  no  ellowed  through  the  silver  gleam, 
Soft  as  the  landscape  of  a  dream. 
All  motionless  and  dewy  wet. 
Tree,  vine,  and  flower  in  shadow  met : 
The  myrtle  with  its  snowy  bloom. 
Crossing     the     nightshade's    solemn 

gloom,  — 
The  white  cecropia's  silver  rind 
Relieved  by  deeper  neen  behind,  — 
The  orange  with  its  fruit  of  gold,  — 
The  lithe  pauUinir's  verdant  fold,  — 
The  passion-flower,  with  symbol  holy, 
Twinmg  its  tendrils  long  and  lowly,  — 
The  rhexias  dark,  and  cassia  tall. 
And  proudly  rising  over  all. 
The  kingly  palm's  imperial  stem, 
Ciownedwith  its  leafy  diadem. 
Star-like,  beneath  whose  sombre  shade, 
The  fiei^-winged  cucullo  played  I 
Yes,  —  lovely  was  thine  aspect,  then, 

Fair  island  of  the  Western  Sea  ! 
Lavish  of  beauty,  even  when 
Thy  brutes  were  happier  than  thy  men^ 

For  they,  at  least,  were  free  ! 
Regardless  of  thy  glorious  clime, 

Ijnmindful  of  thy  soil  of  flowers. 
The  toiling  negro  sighed,  that  Time 

No  faster  sped  his  hours. 
For.  by  the  dewy  moonlight^  still. 
He  fed  the  weary-turning  mill. 


Or  ben:  him  in  the  chill  morass. 
To  pluck  the  Ions  and  tangled  grassy 
Ana  hear  above  his  scar-worn  back 
The  heavy  slave-whip's  frequent  crack 
While  in  his  heart  one  evil  thought 
In  solitary  madness  wrought. 
One  baleful  fire  surviving  still 
The  quenching  of  the  immortal  mind, 
One  sterner  passion  of  his  kind, 
Which  even  fetters  could  not  kill,  — 
The  savage  hope,  to  deal,  erelong, 
A  vengeance  bitterer  than  his  wrong  I 

Hark  tothat  cry !— long,  loud,  and  shrill. 
From  field  and  forest,  rock  and  hill. 
Thrilling  and  horrible  it  rang, 

Around,  beneath,  above  ;  — 
The  wild  beast  from  his  cavern  sprang. 

The  wild  bird  from  her  grove  I 
Nor  fear,  nor  joy,  nor  ajijony 
Were  mingled  in  that  midnight  cry ; 
But  like  the  lion's  growl  of  wrath, 
When  falls  that  hunter  in  his  path 
Whose  barbed  arrow,  deeply  set, 
Is  rankling  in  his  bosom  yet, 
It  told  of  hate,  full,  deep,  and  strong. 
Of  vengeance  kindling  out  of  wrong ; 
It  was  as  if  the  crimes  of  years  — 
The  unrequited  toil,  the  tears. 
The  shame  and  hate,  which  liken  well 
Earth's  garden  to  the  nether  hell  — 
Had  found  in  nature's  self  a  tongue. 
On  which  the  gathered  horror  hung  : 
As  if  from  diC^nd  siream,  and  glen 
Burst  on  the  startled  ears  of  men 
That  voice  which  rises  unto  God. 
Solemn  and  stem,  —  the  cry  of  blood  I 
It  ceased,  —  and  all  was  still  once  more 
Save  ocean  chafing  on  his  Bhor»^, 
The  sighing  of  the  wind  beiwern 
The  broad  banana's  leaves  of  green. 


VOICES  OF  FREEDOM. 


Or  bough  by  restless  plumage  shook. 
Or  murmuring  voice  of  mountain  brook. 

Brief  was  the  silence.    Once  a^in 

Pealed  to  the  skies  that  frantic  yell. 
Glowed  on  the  heavens  a  fiery  stain. 

And  flashes  rose  and  fell : 
And  painted  on  the  blood -red  sky, 
Dark,  naked  arms  were  tossed  on  high  ; 
.nd,  round  the  white  man's  lordly  hall, 
Trod,  fierce  and  free,  the  britie  h* 
made ; 
And  those  who  crept  along  the  wall, 
And  answered  to  his  lightest  call 

With  more  than  spaniel  dread,  — 
The  creatures  of  his  lawless  beck,  — 
Were  trampling  on  his  very  neck  ! 
And  on  the  night-air,  wild  and  clear. 
Rose  woman's  shriek   of  more  than 

fear; 
For  bloodied   arms  were   round   her 

thrown, 
And  dark  cheeks  pressed  against  her 
own! 

Then,  injured  Afric  I — for  the  shame 
Ot  thy  own  daughters,  vengeance  came 
Full  on  the  scornful  hearts  of  those. 
Who  mocked  thee  in  thv  nameless  woes. 
And  to  thy  hapless  children  gave 
One  choice,  — pollution  or  trie  grave  I 
Where  then  was  he  whose  fiery  «eal 
Had  taught  the  trampled  heart  to  feel, 
Until  despair  itself  grew  strong, 
Andvengeance  fed  its  torch  from  wrong  ? 
Now,  when  the  thunderbolt  is  speed- 


ing 


Now,  when  oppression's  heart  is  bleed- 
ing: 
Now,  when  the  latent  curse  of  Time 

Is  raining  down  in  fire  and  blood,  — 
That  curse  which,  through  long  years 

of  crime. 
Has  gathered,  drop  by  drop,  its  flood,  — 
Why  strikes  he  not,  the  foremost  one. 
Where    murder's  sternest   deeds   are 

done? 

He  stood  the  aged  palms  beneath. 
That  shadowed  o  er  his  humble  door, 

Listening,  with  half-suspended  breath, 

To  the  wild  sounds  of  fear  and  death,  — 
Toussaint  I'Ouverture ! 

Virhat  marvel  that  his  heart  beat  high  ! 


The  blow  for  freedom  had  been  giveo; 
And  blood  had  answered  to  the  cry 

Which  Elarth  sent  up  to  Heaven  i 
What  marvel  that  a  fierce  delight 
Smiled  grimly  o*er  his  brow  of  night,  — 
As  0*030  and  shout  and  bursting  flame 
Tola  where  the  midnight  tempest  came. 
With  blood  and  fire  along  its  van. 
And  death  behind  \  —  he  was  a  Man  I 

Yes,  dark-souled  chieftain ! — if  the  light 

Of  mild  Religion's  heavenly  ray 
Unveiled  not  to  thy  mental  sight 

The  lowlier  and  the  purer  way. 
In  which  the  Holy  Sufferer  trod. 

Meekly  amidst  the  sons  of  crime,  -» 
That  calm  reliance  upon  God 

For  justice  in  his  own  good  time,  — 
Tliat  gentleness  to  which  belongs 
Forgiveness  for  its  many  wrongs. 
Even  as  the  primal  martyr,  kneeling 
For  mercy  on  the  evil -dealing,  — 
Let  not  the  fovored  white  man  name 
Thy  stem  appeal,  with  words  of  blame. 
Has  he  not,  with  the  light  of  heaven 

Broadly  aroimd  him,  made  the  same? 
Yea,  on  his  thousand  war-fields  striven, 

And  gloried  in  his  ghastly  shame?— > 
Kneeling  amidst  his  brother's  blood, 
To  offer  mockery  unto  God, 
As  if  the  High  and  Holy  One 
Could  smile  on  deeds  of  murder  done  I— 
As  if  a  human  sacrifice 
Were  purer  in  his  Holy  eyeSj 
Though  offered  up  by  Christian  hands. 
Than  the  foul  rites  of  Pagan  lands  I 


Sternly,  amidst  his  household  band. 
His  carbine  grasped  within  his  hand. 

The  white  man  stood,  prepared  and 
still, 
Waitinjg  the  shock  of  maddened  men. 
Unchained,  and  fierce  as  tigers,  when 

The  horn  windstlirough  their cavemed 
hill. 
And  one  was  weeping  in  his  sight,  — 

The  sweetest  flower  of  all  the  isle,  — 
The  bride  who  seemed  but  yesternight 

Love's  feir  embodied  smile. 
And,  clingine  to  her  trembling  knee 
Looked  up  the  form  of  infancy. 
With  tearful  glance  in  either  ace 
The  secret  ofits  fear  to  trace. 
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*Ha !  stand  or  die  !*    The  white  man's 

cyt: 
His  steady  musket  gleamed  along, 
As  a  tall  Negro  hastened  nigh. 
With  fearless  step  and  strong. 
"  What«  ho,  Toussaint  I "     A  moment 

more. 
His  shadow  crossed  the  lighted  floor. 
"  Away  I"  he  shouted  ;  "  fly  with  me,  — 
The  white  man's  bark  is  on  the  sea ;  — 
Her  sails  must  catch  the  seaward  wind, 
For  sudden  vengeance  sweeps  behind. 
Our  brethren  from  their  graves  have 

spoken, 
Tlie  yoke  is  spumed, — the  chain  is 

broken  ; 
On  all  the  hills  our  fires  are  glowing,  — 
Through  all  the  vales  red  blood  is  flow- 
ing I 
No  more  the  mocking  White  shall  rest 
His  foot  upon  the  Negro's  breast : 
No  more,  at  mom  or  eve,  shall  drip 
The  warm  blood  from  the  driver's  whip : 
Yet,  though  Tousssunt  has  vengeance 

sworn 
For  all  the  wrongs  his  racehave borne, — 
llioueh  for  each  drop  of  Negro  blood 
Thewhite  man's  veins  shall  pour  a  flood; 
Not  all  alone  the  sense  of  ill 
Around  his  heart  is  lingering  still. 
Nor  deeper  can  the  white  man  feel 
The  generous  warmth  of  grateful  zeaL 
Friends  of  the  Negro  !  fly  with  me,  — 
The  path  is  open  to  the  sea : 
Away,  for  life !  * '  —  He  spoke,  and  pressed 
llie  young  child  to  his  manly  breast. 
As,  headlong,  through  thecrackingcane, 
Down  swept  the  dark  insurcent  train,  — 
Drunken  and  grim,  with  shout  and  yell 
Howled  through  the  dark,  like  sounds 

from  hell. 

Far  out,  in  peace,  the  white  man*s  sail 
Swayed  free  before  the  sunrise  gale. 
Cloud-like  that  island  hung  afar, 

Along  the  bright  horizon's  verge. 
O'er  which  the  curse  of  servile  war 

Rolled  its  red  torrent,  sur^e  on  surge ; 
And  he  —  the  Negro  champion  —  where 

In  the  fierce  tumult  struggled  he  ? 
Go  trace  him  by  the  fiery^  glare 
Of  dwellings  in  the  midnight  air,  — 
The  yells  of  triumph  and  d(>.spair,  — 

The  sireams  that  crimson  to  the  sea  I 


Sleep  calmly  in  thy  dungeon-tomb. 

Beneath  Besan^on's  alien  sky, 
Dark   Haytien  I  —  for  the  time    shall 

come, 
Yea,  even  now  is  nigh,  — 
When,  everywhere,  thy  name  shall  be 
Redeemed  from  color's  infatny ; 
And  men  shall  learn  to  sp«ak  of  thee. 
As  one  of  earth's  gp'eat  spirits,  born 
In  servitude,  and  nursed  in  scom. 
Casting  aside  the  weary  weight 
And  fetters  of  its  low  estate. 
In  that  strong  majesty  of  soul 

Which  knows  no  color,  tongue,  or 
clime,  — 
Which  still  hath  spumed  the  base  con- 
iTol 

Of  tyrants  through  all  time  I 
Far  other  hands  than  mine  may  wreath 
The  laurel  round  thy  brow  of  death, 
And  speak  thy  praise,  as  one  whose  word 
A  thousand  nery  spirits  stirred,  — 
Who  crushed  his  foeman  as  a  worm,  ~- 
Whose    step    on    human    hearts    fell 

firm  :  —  ** 
Be  mine  the  better  task  to  find 
A  tribute  for  thy  lofty  mind. 
Amidst  whose  gjioomy  vengeance  shont 
Some  milder  virtues  all  thme  own,  — 
Some  gleams  of  feeling  pure  and  warm, 
Like  sunshine  on  a  sky  of  storm,  — 
Proofs  that  the  Negro  s  heart  retains 
Some  nobleness  amidst  its  chains,  — 
That  kindness  to  the  wronged  is  never 

Without  its  excellent  reward,  — 
Holy  to  human -kind,  and  ever 

Acceptable  to  God. 


THE  SLAVE-SHIPS.** 

- "  That  fatal,  that  pcrf!dlon«  bark, 
Built  r  the  eclipse,  and  ngged  with  curaev 
dark." 

MUtorCn  Lt/cidoB. 

"  All  ready  ? "  cried  the  captain  ; 

"  Ay,  ay  !  "  the  seamen  said  ; 
"  Heave  up  the  worthless  lubbers,  — 

The  dying  and  the  dead.'* 
Up  from  the  slave-ship's  prison 

Fierce,  bearded  heads  were  thrust  .• 
'*  Now  let  the  sharks  look  to  it,  — 

Toss  up  the  dead  ones  first  1 " 
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CoTfuit  after  corpse  came  up,  — 

Death  had  been  busy  there  : 
Where  every  blow  is  mercy, 

Why  should  the  spoiler  spare  ? 
Corpse  after  corpse  they  cast 

Sullenly  from  the  ship, 
Yet  blooay  with  the  traces 

Of  fetter-link  and  whip. 

Gloomilv  stood  the  captain, 

With  his  arms  upon  his  breast. 
With  his  cold  brow  sternly  knotted. 

And  his  iron  lip  compres&ed. 
*'  Are  all  the  dead  dogs  over  ?  *' 

Growled  through  that  matted  lip,  — 
"  The  blind  ones  are  no  better, 

Let 's  lighten  the  good  ship." 

Hark  I  from  the  ship's  dark  bosom, 

The  very  sounds  of  hell  t 
The  ringing  clank  of  iron,  — 

The  maniac's  short,  sharp  yell  !  — 
The  hoarse,  low  curse,  throat-stifled,  — 

The  starving  infant's  moan,  — 
The  horror  of  a  breaking  heart 

Poured  through  a  nraiher's  groan. 

Up  from  that  loathsome  prison 

The  stricken  blind  ones  came  : 
Below,  had  all  been  darkness,  — 

Above,  was  still  the  same. 
Yet  the  holy  breath  of  heaven 

Was  sweetly  breathing  there. 
And  the  heated  brow  offever 

Cooled  in  the  soft  sea  air. 

*'  Overboard  with  them,  shipmates  I " 

Cutlass  and  dirk  were  plied  ; 
Fettered  and  blind,  one  after  one. 

Plunged  down  the  vessel's  side. 
The  sabre  smote  above,  — 

Beneath,  the  lean  shark  lay. 
Waiting  with  wide  and  bloody  jaw 

His  quick  and  human  prey. 

God  Oi'the  earth  !  what  cries 

Rang  upward  unto  thee  ? 
Voices  of  ajgony  and  blood. 

From  ship-deck  and  from  sea. 
The  last  dull  plunge  was  heard,  — 

llie  last  wave  caught  its  stain,  — 
And  the  unsated  shark  looked  up 

For  human  hearts  in  vain. 


Red  glowed  the  western  waters,  — 

The  setting  sun  was  there. 
Scattering  ahke  on  wave  and  doud 

His  fiery  mesh  of  hair. 
Amidst  a  group  in  blindness, 

A  solitary  eye 
Gazed,  from  the  burdened  slaver's  deo 

Into  that  burning  sky. 

**  A  storm,*'  spoke  out  the  gazer, 

"  Is  gathering  and  at  hand,  — 
Curse  on  't  —  I  'd  give  my  other  e«« 

For  one  firm  rood  of  land.'* 
And  then  he  laughed,  — ^^but  only 

His  echoed  laugh  replied,  — 
For  the  blinded  and  the  sufteriog 

Alone  were  at  his  aide. 

Night  settled  on  the  waters, 

And  on  a  stormy  heaven. 
While  fiercely  on  that  lone  ship**  .st)-> 

The  thunder-gust  was  driven. 
"  A  sail!  —  thank  God,  a  sail  I ' 

And  as  the  helmsman  spoke. 
Up  through  the  stormy  murmur 

A  shout  of  gladness  broke. 

Down  came  the  stranger  vessel. 

Unheeding  on  her  way, 
So  near,  that  on  the  slaver's  deck 

Fell  oft  her  driven  spray. 
*'  Ho  I  for  the  love  olmercy,  — 

We  're  perishing  and  blind  I " 
A  wail  of^utter  agony 

Came  back  upnn  the  wind : 

"  Help  us!  for  we  are  stricken 

Witn  blindness  every  one  : 
Ten  days  we  've  floatea  fearfully, 

Unnoting  star  or  sun. 
Our  ship 's  the  slaver  Leon, — 

We  've  but  a  score  on  board,  — 
Our  slaves  are  all  gone  over,  — 

Help,  —  for  the  love  of  God  I  ^ 
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On  livid  brows  of  agony 

The  broad  red  lightning  shone,  — 
But  the  roar  of  wind  and  thunder 

Stifled  the  answering  groan 
Wailed  from  the  broken  waters 

A  last  desi>airing  cry, 
As  kindling  in  the  stormy  light. 

The  stranger  ship  went  by. 


Id  tbt  lunny  Ggidalonpe 

Wilh  1  craw  who  noled  Dtver 

Tbe  nighitjl]  or  lh«  dajr- 
Tbt  bloHom  of  iht  oraDgi; 

Ami  (he  ikT  vu  bright  u  crcr. 

And  the  moonlighi  ticpt  u  well, 
Od  the  pilni-uee>  by  ihe  hilbide, 

And  the  ■treunlet  of  Ihc  dell : 
And  Ibe  glance*  at  Ihe  Creole 

Were  uill  u  aichly  deep. 
And  her  imilei  u  fall  is  *v*r 

or  pwioii  and  o[  ileep. 
Bat  *un  were  bird  and  bkHHiin< 

The  gnen  euth  anii  ihe  iky, 
And  Ihe  imile  othumin  ticei. 

At  the  breaking  of  IhE  mimimg. 

O'cTi  world  of  light  uid  beauty 


STAffZAS. 

A  groan  from  Enaw': 


Oim  fcllowcountrymi 
Slavea— ioaUndi 


:    Camden'i    nuitrra 

By  every  Vhrine  of  pairiol  blood. 
From  Moultrie',  wall  and  Juper'i 

By  storied  hill  and  hallowed  grot, 
By  iDowy  wood  and  niitihy  glen. 

And   hurrying   ahout  of   Marion'a 

The  aioan  of  breaking  heart!  is  there.  — 

The  ailing  la>h.  —the  fciiei'aclank  I 

Siavtj.  —SLAVES  are  breathing  in  that 


What!   molhcn 
Whaiicdd-ii 


■A  a>  Ihe  b 


«gokll 


Speak  r  ihali  Iheir  agon;  of  prayer  , 

Come  thrilline  to  our  hearts  m  vain? 
To  us  wha«  lathen  Komed  In  bear 

To  us.  whose  boast  i>  loud  and  long 

Of  holy  Liberty  and  Light,  — 
Siy,   ahall    Iheie  writhing   iLaveg  of 
Wrong. 
Plead    vainly   for   Iheir    plittidend 
Right? 
What!   shall    we  send,    with   lavish 

Wh*«  i«anlH«<i.  on  the  lield  of  death. 

Strikes  for  his  fTErdom  ur  a  gmve  ? 
Shall  prayers  go  up,  and  hymiu  ba 

For  Gmce.  the  Moslem  fetlet  (pum- 
Onr  light  on  all  her  allure  burning  i 
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Shall  Belgium  fe«l,  and  gallant  France, 

By  Venaome's  pile  and  Schoenbnin's 
wall. 
And  Poland,  gasping  on  her  lance, 

The  impulse  oi  our  cheering  call? 
And  shall  the  slavb^  beneath  our  eye. 

Clank    o'er  our  fields    his    hateful 
chain  f 
And  toss  his  fettered  arms  on  high, 

And  groan  for  Freedom's  gift,  in  vain  ? 

O,  say,  shall  Prussia's  banner  be 

A  refuee  for  the  stricken  slave  ? 
And  shall  the  Russian  serf  go  free 

Bv  Baikal's  lake  and  Neva's  wave? 
Ana  shall  the  wintry-bosomed  Dane 

Relax  the  iron  hand  of  pride. 
And  bid  his  bondmen  cast  the  chain. 

From  fettered  soul  and  limb,  aside  ? 

Shall  every  flap  of  England's  flag 

IVodaim  that  all  around  are  free. 
From  "  farthest  Ind  "  to  each  blue  crae 

That  beetles  o'er  the  Western  Sea? 
And  shall  we  scoff  at  Europe's  kings. 

When  Freedom's  fire  is  dim  \viih  us, 
And  round  our  country's  altar  clings 

The    damning    shade   of   Slavery's 
curse? 

Go  —  let  OS  ask  of  Constantine 

To  loose  his  grasp  on  Poland's  throat ; 
And  beg  the  lord  of  Mahmoud's  line 

To  spare  the  strujcgling  Suliote,  — 
Will  not  the  scorching  answer  come 

From  turbaned  Turk,  and  scomhil 
Russ: 
"  Go,  loose  your  fettered  slaves  at  home. 

Then  turn,  and  ask  the  like  of  u^ I" 

Just  God  I  and  shall  we  calmly  rest. 
The    Christian's    scorn,  — the    hea^- 
then's  mirth,  — 
Content  to  live  the  lingering  jest 

And  by-word  of  a  mocking  Earth  ? 
Shall  our  own  glorious  land  retain 
That  curse  which  Europe  scorns  to 
bear? 
Shall  our  own  brethren  drag  the  chain 
Which  not  even    Russia's  menials 
wear? 

Up,  then,  In  Freedom's  manly  part. 
From  graybeard  eld  to  fiery  youth. 


And  on  the  nation's  naked  b««rt 
Scatter  the  living  coals  of  Truth  I 

Up,  —  while  ye  slumber,  deeper  yet 
The  shadow  of  our  fiune  is  growing  \ 

Up,  —  while  ye  pause,  our  sun  ma^  set 
in  blood,  around  our  altars  flowmg ! 

Oh !  rouse  ye,  ere  the  storm  comes 
forth,  — 

The    gathered   wrath   of  God  and 
man, — 
Like  that  which  wasted  Eg]rpt*s  earth. 

When  hail  and  fire  above  it  ran. 
Hear  ve  no  warnings  in  the  air? 

Feel  ye  no  earthouake  underneath  ? 
Up,  —  up  !  why  will  ye  slumber  where 

The  sleeper  only  wiakes  in  death  ? 

Up  n«to  for  Freedom  I — not  in  strife 

Like  that  your  sterner  fikthere  saw,  — 
The  awful  waste  of  human  life,  — 

The  glorv  and  the  guilt  of  war : 
But  break  the  chain,  —  the  yoke  remove. 

And  smite  to  earth  Oppression's  rod 
With  those  mild  arms  of  Truth  and 
Love, 

Made  mighty  throngh  the  living  God  \ 

Down  let  the  shrine  of  Moloch  sink. 

And  leave  no  traces  where  it  stood  ; 
Nor  longer  let  its  idol  drink 

His  daily  cup  of  human  blood  ; 
But  rear  another  altar  there. 

To  Truth  and  Love  and  Mercy  given, 
And  Freedom's  gift,   and   Freedom's 
prayer, 

Shall  call  an  answer  down  from  Heav> 
en ! 


THE  YANKEE  GIRU 

She  sings  by  her  wheel  at  that  low 

cottage-door, 
Which   the  long   evening   shadow  is 

stretching  before. 
Wiih  a  tnusic  as  sweet  as  the  music 

which  seems 
Breathed  softly  and  faint  in  the  ear  of 

our  dreams  I 

How  brilliant  and  mirthful  the  light  of 

her  eye. 
Like  a  star  glancing  out  from  the  blu* 

of  the  sky  1 
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And  lightlf  and  freely  her  dark  tresses 

play 
0*er  SI  brow  and  a  bosom  as  lovely  as 

they  I 

Who  comes  in  his  pride  to  that  low 

cottage-door,  — 
lie  haughty  and  rich  to  the  humble 

and  poor? 
Tis  the  great  Southern  planter,  —  the 

roaster  who  waves 
His  whip  of  dominion  o'er  hundreds  of 

slaves. 

*'  Nay,  Ellen, — for  shame  I    Let  those 

Yankee  fools  spin. 
Who  would  pass  for  our  slaves  with  a 

change  of  their  skin  ; 
Let  them  toil  as  they  will  at  the  loom 

or  the  wheel, 
Too  stupid  for  shame,  and  too  vulgar  to 

feell 

*  But  thou  art  too  lovely  and  precious  a 

eera 

To  be  bound  to  their  burdens  and  sul- 
lied by  them,  — 

For  shame,  Ellen,  shame, — cast  thy 
bondage  aside, 

/Ind  away  to  the  South,  as  my  blessing 
and  pride. 

*  O,  come  where  no  winter  thy  footsteps 

can  wrong. 
But  where  flowers  are  blossoming  all 

the  year  long, 
Where  the  shade  of  the  palm-tree  is 

over  my  home. 
And  the  lemon  and  orange  are  white  in 

their  bloom  I 

"  O,  come  to  my  home,  where  my  ser- 
vants shall  all 

Depart  at  thy  bidding  and  come  at  thy 
call; 

They  shall  heed  thee  as  mistress  with 
trembling  and  awe, 

A'sd  each  wish  of  thy  heart  sliall  be  felt 
a»  a  law." 

O,  couid  ye  have  seen  her — that  pride 

of  our  girl's  — 
Ana*  Ami  c;«st  back  the  dark  wealth  of 


With  a  scorn  in  her  eye  which  the  gazei 

could  feel. 
And  a  glance  like  the  sunshine  that 

flashes  on  steel  I 

"  Go  back,    haughty    Southron  I    thy 

treasures  ol  gold 
Are  dim  with  the  blood  of  the  hearts 

thou  hast  sold : 
Thy  home  may  be  lovely,  but  round  it 

I  hear 
The  crack  of  the  whip  and  the  footsteps 

of  fear  I 

"  And  the  sky  of  thy  South  may  be 
brighter  than  ours, 

And  greener  thy  landscapes,  and  fairer 
thy  flowers : 

But  dearer  the  blast  round  our  moun- 
tains which  raves, 

Than  the  sweet  summer  zephyr  which 
breathes  over  slaves  1 

"  Full  low  at  thy  bidding  thy  negroes 

ma^  kneel, 
With  the  iron  of  bondage  on  spirit  and 

heel; 
Yet  know  that  the  Yankee  girl  sooner 

would  be 
In  fetters  with  them,  than  in  freedom 

with  thee  I " 


TO  W.   L,   G. 

Champion  of  those  who  groan  beneath 

Oppression's  iron  hand : 
In  view  of  penury,  hate,  and  death, 

I  see  thee  fearless  stand. 
Still  bearing  up  thy  lofty  brow. 

In  the  steadfast  strength  of  truth, 
In  manhood  sealing  well  the  vow 

And  promise  of  tny  youth. 

Go  on,  —  for  thou  hast  chosen  well ; 

On  in  the  strength  of  God  ! 
Long  as  one  human  heart  shall  swell 

Beneath  the  tyrant's  rod. 
Speak  in  a  sUimoenng  nation's  ear. 

As  thou  hast  ever  spoken, 
Until  the  dead  in  sin  shall  hear,  — 

The  fetter's  link  be  broken  1 


VOICES  OF  FREEDOM, 


I  love  thee  with  a  brother's  love, 

I  feel  mv  pulses  thrill» 
To  mark  tny  soirit  soar  above 

The  doua  ot  human  ill. 
My  heart  hath  leaped  to  answer  thine, 

And  echo  back  thy  words, 
As  leaps  the  warrior's  at  the  shine 

And  flash  of  kindred  swords  1 

They  tell  me  thou  art  rash  and  vain  — 

A  searcher  after  fame  ; 
That  thou  art  striving  but  to  gain 

A  long-enduring  name  ; 
That  thou  hast  nerved  the  Afric's  hand 

And  steeled  the  Afric's  heart. 
To  shake  aloft  his  vengeful  brand, 

And  rend  his  chain  apart 

Have  I  not  known  thee  well,  and  read 

Thy  mighty  purpose  long  ? 
And  watched  the  trials  which  have  made 

Thy  human  spirit  strong  ? 
And  shall  the  slanderer's  demon  breath 

Avail  with  one  like  me, 
To  dim  the  sunshine^  of  my  faith 

And  earnest  trust  in  thee  ? 

Go  on,  —  the  dagger's  point  may  glare 

Amid  thv  pathway's  gloom,  — 
The  fate  which  sternly  threatens  there 

Is  glorious  martyrdom  1 
Then  onward  with  a  martyr's  zeal ; 

And  wait  thy  sure  reward 
When  man  to  man  no  more  shall  kneel. 

And  God  alone  be  Lord  I 

»«U-  

SONG  OF  THE  FREE. 

Prtdk  of  New  England  I 

Soul  of  our  fathers  I_ 
Shrink  we  all  craven-like, 

When  the  storm  gathers  ? 
What  though  the  tempest  be 

Over  us  lowering, 
Where  *s  the  New-  Englander 

Shamefully  cowering  ? 
Graves  green  and  holy 

Around  us  are  lying,  — 
Free  were  the  sleepers  all. 

Living  and  dying  I 

Back  with  the  Southenier*s 
Padlocks  and  scourges  1 


Go,  —  let  him  fetter  down 

Ocean's  free  surges  1 
Go,  —  let  him  silence 

Winds,  clouds,  and  waters,- 
Never  New  England's  own 

Free  sons  anadaughten  I 
Free  as  our  rivers  are 

Ocean-ward  going,  — 
Free  as  the  breezes  are 

OvRF  us  blowing. 

Up  to  our  altars,  then. 

Haste  we,  and  summon 
Courage  and  loveliness. 

Manhood  and  woman  ! 
Deep  let  our  pledges  be : 

Freedom  forever  1 
Truce  with  oppression, 

Never,  oh  I  never  I 
By  our  own  birthright-gift* 

Granted  of  Heaven,  — 
Freedom  for  heart  and  lip, 

Be  the  pledge  given  1 

If  we  have  whispered  truth. 

Whisper  no  longer ; 
Speak  as  the  tempest  does, 

Sterner  and  stronger ; 
Still  be  the  tones  ottnith 

Louder  and  firmer. 
Startling  the  haughty  South 

With  the  deep  murmur; 
God  and  our  charter's  right. 

Freedom  forever ! 
Truce  with  oppression. 

Never,  oh  !  never  1 

1836. 


THE  HUNTERS  OF  MEN. 

Havb  ye  heard  of  our  hunting,  o*er 

mountain  and  glen. 
Through  cane-brake  and  forest,  —  the 

hunting  of  men  ? 
The  lords  of  our  land  to  this  hunting 

have  gone. 
As  the  fox-hunter  follows  the  sound  of 

the  horn ; 
Hark  !  —  the  cheer  and  the  hallo ! — the 

crack  of  the  whip. 
And  the  yell  of  the  hound  as  he  fiutens 

tusgripl 


I 
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An  blithe  are  our  hunters,  and  noble 
their  match,  — 

Though  hundreds  are  caught,  there  are 
millions  to  catch. 

So  speed  to  their  hunting,  o*er  moun- 
tain and  glen. 

Through  cane-brake  and  forest,  —  the 
hunting  of  men  1 

Oay  luck  to  our  hunters  I  —  bow  nobly 

they  ride 
In    the  glow  of  their  teal,   and  the 

strength  of  their  pride  I  — 
The  priest  with  his  cassock  flung  back 

on  the  wind. 
Just    screening  the  politic  statMman 

behind,  — 
The  saint  and  the  sinner,  with  cursing 

and  prayer,  — 
The  drunk  and  the  sober,  ride  merrily 

there. 
And  woman,  —  kind  woman,  —  wife, 

widow,  and  maid. 
For  the  good  of  the  hunted,  is  lending 

her  aid ; 
Her  foot 's  in  the  stirrup,  her  hand  on 

the  rein, 
flow  blithely  she  rides  to  the  hunting 

of  men  I 

0,   goodly  and  grand  is  our  hunting 

to  see, 
fn  this  "  land  01  the  brave  and  this 

home  of  the  free." 
Priest,  warrior,  and^  statesman,  from 

Georgia  to  Maine, 
All  mounting  the  saddle,  —  all  grasp- 
ing the  rein,  — 
Right  merrily  hunting  the  black  man, 

whose  sin 
Is  the  curt  of  his  hair  and  the  hue  of 

his  skin  I 
Woe,  now,  to  the  hunted  who  turns 

him  at  bay ! 
Wm  our  hunters  be  turned  from  their 

purpose  and  prey  ? 
Will  tfieir  hearts  iail  within  them?  — 

their  nerves  tremble,  when 
KW  roughly  they  ride  to  the  hunting  of 

men? 

Ho  !  —  ALMS  for  our  hunters !  all  weary 

and  b\xttj 
Wax  the  curse  of  the  sinned  and  prayer 

of  the  sarnt 

S 


The  horn  h  Wound  fiuntly,  —  the  edioes 
are  still, 

Over  cane-brake  and  river,  and  forest 
and  hill. 

Haste, — alms  for  our  hunters  1  the  hunt- 
ed once  more 

Have  turned  from  their  flight  with  theii 
backs  to  the  shore : 

What  right  have  tAgy  here  in  the  home 
of  the  white, 

Shadowed  o'er  by  <^*r  banner  of  Free- 
dom and  Right  ? 

Ho  I  —  alms  for  the  hunters  I  or  never 
again 

Will  they  ride  in  their  pomp  to  the  hunt- 
ing of  men  I 

Alms,  —  alms  for  our  hunters  I  why 

wiil  ye  delay. 
When  their  pride  and  their  glory  are 

melting  away  ? 
The  parson  has  turned ;  for,  on  charge 

of  his  own. 
Who  goeth  a  warfare,  or  hunting,  alone  ? 
The  politic  statesman  looks  back  with 

a  sigh,  — 
There  is  doubt  in  his  heart,  —  there  is 

fear  in  his  eye. 
O,  haste,  lest  that  doubting  and  fear  shall 

prevail. 
And  the  head  of  his  steed  take  the  place 

of  the  tail. 
O,  haste,  ere  he  leave  us  I  for  who  will 

ride  then, 
For  pleasure  or  gain,  to  the  hunting  of 

men? 

1835. 


CLERICAL  OPPRESSORS. 

[In  the  report  of  the  cclcbmtrf  pro' 
Riavery  meeting  in  Chsrlenton,  8.  C,  on 
the  4th  of  the  iHh  month,  18^,  published  in 
the  Cnnrier  of  that  city,  it  ia  sUted,  "  7^e 
CLERGY  of  all  fJettominatiom  attenrled 

in  a  body,  LKNDtNO   TIIEIK   8AXCTIOX   TO 

TUB  PROCKF.D tiros,  and  adding  by  tlieir 
prciience  to  the  iroprenive  character  of  the 
■cene  I  "J 

J  U.ST  God  !  —  and  these  are  they 
Who  minister  at  thine  altar,  God  of 
Right  I 
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Men  who  their  hands  with  prayer  and 
blessing  lay 
On  Israel's  Ark  of  light  I 

What  I  preach  and  kidnap  men  ? 
Give  thanks, — and  rob  thy  own  afflicted 

poor? 
Talk  of  tny  glorious  liberty,  and  then 

Bolt  hanl  the  captive's  door  ? 

What  I  servants  of  thy  own 
Merciful  Son,  who  came  to  seek  and  save 
The  homeless  and  the  outcast,  —  fet- 
tering down 

The  tasked  and  plundered  slave  I 

Pilate  and  Herod,  friends  I 
Chief  priests  and  rulers,  as  of  old,  com- 
bine 1 
Just  God  and  holy !  is  that  church,  which 
lends 
Strength  to  the  qwiler,  thine  ? 

Paid  hypocrites,  who  turn 
Judgment  aside,  and  rob  the  Holy  Book 
Of  those  high  words  of  truth  which 
search  and  bum 

In  warning  and  rebuke ; 

Feed  fat,  ye  locusts,  feed  I 
And,  in  vour  tasselled  pulpits,  thank 

the  Lord 
That,  from  the  toiling  bondman's  utter 
need. 
Ye  pile  your  own  full  board. 

How  long,  O  Lord  I  how  long 
Shall  such  a  priesthood  barter  truth 

away. 
And    in   thy  name,  for  robbery  and 
wrong 
At  thy  own  altars  pray  ? 

I*  not  thy  hand  stretched  forth 
Visibly  in  the  heavens,  to  awe   and 

smite  ? 
Shall  not  the  living  God  of  all  the  earth. 

And  heaven  above,  do  right  ? 

Woe,  then,  to  all  who  grind 
Their  brethren  of  a  common   Father 

down  I 
To  all  who  plunder  from  the  immortal 
mind 
Its  bright  and  glorious  crown  I 


Woe  to  the  priesthood !  woe 
To  those  whose  hire  is  with  the  price  c^f 


blood, 
5,    da 
jcy  go, 


Perverting,    darkening,    changing,    as 
they  go, 
The  searching  truths  of  God  ! 


Their  elory  and  their  might 
Shall  perish ;  and  their  very  names  shall 

be 
Vile  before  all  the  people,  in  the  light 

Of  a  world's  liberty. 


O,  speed  the  moment  on 
Wrong  sli 
and  Love 


When  Wrong  shall  «ase,  and  Liberty 


And  Truth  and  Right  throughout  th« 
earth  be  known 
As  in  their  home  above. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  SLAVE. 

En  a  latenublicatlon  of  L.  T.  Tuiiitro.— 
■ndom  Shots  and  Southern  Breeze*." — 
{■  a  deicription  of  a  slave  sncbon  at  Now 
Orleans,  at  which  the  auctioneer  rvcom- 
mended  the  woman  on  the  stand  as  **▲ 

GOOD  CHBISTIAM  1"] 

A  Christian  I  going,  gone  t 
Who  bids  for  God's  own  image  ?  —  for 

his  grace. 
Which  that  poor  victim  of  the  market- 

flace 
in  her  suffering  won  ? 

M  V  God  I  can  such  things  be  ? 
Hast  tnou  not  said  that  whatsoe'er  ia 

done 
Unto  thy  weakest  and  thy  humblest  one 

Is  even  done  to  thee  ? 

In  that  sad  victim,  then. 
Child  of  thy  pitying  love,  I  see  thee 

stand,  — 
Once  more  the  jest-word  of  a  inockin( 
band, 
Bound,  sold,  and  scourged  again 

A  Christian  up  for  sale  ! 
Wet  with  her  blond  your  v^ips,  oV 
task  her  frame. 


STANZAS  FOR   THE    TIMES. 
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Make  lier  life  loathsome   with   your 
wrong  and  shame. 
Her  patience  shall  not  fail  I 

A  heathen  hand  might  deal 
Back  on  your  heads  the  gathered  wrong 

of  years: 
But  her  low,  broken  prayer  and  nightly 
tears, 
Ye  neither  heed  nor  feel. 

Con  well  thy  lesson  o'er, 
Tbou  ^idtnt  teacher,  —  tell  the  toll- 
ing slave 
Nr  dangerous  tale  of  Him  who  came  to 
save 
The  outcast  and  the  poor. 

But  wisely  shut  the  ray 
Of  God's  free  Gospel  from  her  simple 

heart, 
A^  to  her  darkened  mind  alone  impart 

One  stem  command,  —  Obsy  t 

So  shalt  thou  <1e(%ly  raise 
T%e  market  price  of  human  flesh  ;  and 

while 
O^  thee,  their  pampered  guest,    the 
planters  smile, 
Thy  church  shall  praise. 

Grave,  reverend  men  shall  tell 
F«om  Northern  pulpits  how  thy  wcMc 

was  blest. 
While  in  that  vile  South  SodoR)  first 
and  best, 
Thy  poor  disciples  sell. 

O,  shame  I  the  Moslem  thrall, 
Who,  with  his  master,  to  the  Prophet 

kneels. 
While  turning  to  the  sacred  Kebla  feels 

His  fetters  break  and  fall 

Cheers  for  the  turbaned  Bey 
Of  robber-peopled  Tunis  !  he  hath  torn 
The  ihirk  slave-dungeons   open,    and 
hath  borne 

Their  inmates  into  day ; 

But  onr  poor  slave  in  vain 
Turns  to  the  Christian  shrine  bis  ach- 

•  ii^  eyes,  — 
Its  rites  win  mUy  swell  his  market  price, 

And  rivet  on  his  chain. 


God  of  all  right .'  how  long 
Shall   priestly    rbbbers  at    thine  altar 

stand. 
Lifting  in  prayer  to  thee,  the  bloody 
hand 
And  luughty  brow  of  wrong  ? 

O,  irom  the  fields  of  cane. 
From  the  low  rice-swamp,  from   the 

trader's  cell,  — 
From  the  black  slave-ship's  foul  and 
loathsome  hell. 
And  coffle's  weary  chain,  — 

Hoarse,  horrible,  and  strong. 
Rises  to  Heaven  that  agonizing  cry, 
Filling  the  archer  of  the  hollow  sky. 

How  LONG,  O  GOU,  HOW  LONG? 


STANZAS  FOR  THE  TIMES. 

Is  (his  the  land  our  fathers  loved. 
The  ^edom   which   they  toiled  to 
win? 
Is  this  the  soil  whereon  they  moved  ? 
Are  these  the  graves  they  slumber 
in? 
Are  cur  the  sons  by  whom  are  borne    ■ 
The   mantles   which    the    dead   have 
worn? 

And  shall  we  crouch  above  these  graves, 
With  craven  soul  and  fettered  lip? 

Yoke  in  with  marked  and  branded  slaves. 
And  tremble  at  the  driver's  whip  ? 

Bend  to  the  earth  our  pliant  knees. 

And  speak  —  but  as  our  masters  please  ? 

Shall  outraged  Nature  cease  to  feel? 

Shall  Mercy's  tears  no  longer  flow? 
Shall  ruffian  threats  of  cord  and  steel,  — 

The  dungeon's  gloom,  —  the  assas- 
sin's blow, 
Turn  back  the  spirit  roused  to  save 
The  Truth,  our  Country,  and  the  Slave? 

Of  human  skulls  that  shrine  was  made, 

Round  which  the  priests  of  Mexico 
"  Before  their  loathsome  idol  prayed  ;  — 

Is  Freedom's  altar  fashioned  so? 
And  must  we  yield  to  Freedom's  God. 
As  offering  meet,  the  negro's  blood? 


J 
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Shall  tongues  be  mute,  when  deeds  are 
wi  ought 
Which  well  might  shame  extremest 
hell? 

Shall     freemen     lock     the    indignant 
thought  ? 
Shall  Pity's  bosom  cease  to  swell  ? 

Shall  Honor  bleed  ? —  shall  Truth  suc- 
cumb? 

Shall  pen,  and  press»  and  soul  be  dumb  ? 

No ;  —  by  each  spot  of  haunted  ^und, 
Vhere  Freedom  weeps  her  children's 

fall,  — 
By   Plymouth's   rock,    and    Bunker's 

mound,  — 
By  Griswold's  stained  and  Mattered 

wall, — 
By   Warren's   ghost,— by  Langdon's 

shade,  — 
By  all  the  memories  of  our  dead ! 

By  their  enlarghig  souls,  which  burst 
The  bands  and  fetters  round  them 
set,  — 

By  the  free  Pilgrim  spirit  nursed 
Within  our  inmost  bosoms,  yet, — 

By  all  above,  around,  below, 

Be  ours  the  indignant  answer,  —  NO  I 

No ;  —  gnided  by  our  country's  laws. 
For  truth,  and  right,  and  suffering 
man. 
Be  ours  to  strive  in  Freedom's  cause, 
As    Christians   mroy,  —  as   fireemen 
can  I 
Still  pouring  on  unwilling  ears 
That  truth  oppression  only  fears. 

What  I  shall  we   guard  our  neighbor 
still, 
While  woman  shrieks  beneath  his 
rod, 
And  while  he  tramples  down  at  will 

The  image  of  a  common  God  ! 
Shall  watch  and  ward  be  round  him  set, 
Of  Northern  nerve  and  bayonet  ? 

And  shall  we  know  and  share  with  him 
The  danger  and  the  growing  shame  ? 

And  see  our  Freedom's  light  grow  dim, 
Which  should  have  filled  the  world 
with  flame? 

And,  writhing,  feel,  where'er  we  turn, 

A  world's  reproach  around  us  bum? 


Is 't  not  enough  that  this  is  borne? 

And  asks  our  haughtvneighbormorel 
Must  fetters  which  his  slaves  have  wora 
Clank  round  the  Yankee    farmer's 
door? 
Must  he  be  told,  beside  his  plough. 
What  he  must  q>eak,  and  when,  and 
how? 

Must  he  be  told  his  freedom  stands 
On      Slavery's     dark     fbundatioos 
strong,  — 

On  breaking  hearts  and  fettered  han<)s. 
On  robbery,  and  crime,  and  wrong? 

That  all  his  rathers  taught  is  vain,  — 

That  Freedom's  emblem  is  the  chain  ? 

Its  life,  its  soul,  from  slavery  drawn  ? 
False,  foul,  profane  I  Go>  —  teach  as 
well 
Of  holy  Truth  fix»m  Falsehood  bom  I 
Of  Heaven  refreshed  by  airs  from 
Hell  I 
Of  Virtue  in  the  arms  of  Vka  I 
Of  Demons  planting  Paradise  J 


RaU 


f( 


brethren   of    the 


on,     then, 
South,"  — 
Ye  shall  not  hear  the  tmth  the  less ; — 
No  seal  is  on  the  Yankee's  mouth, 
No  fetter  on  the  Yankee's  press  I 
From  our  Green  Mountains  to  the  sea, 
Oq%  voice  shall  thunder,  —  Wk  ark 
free! 


LINES, 

WRITTEN  ON  READING  THE  MESSAQR 
OF  GOVERNOR  RITNBR,  OP  PeNN' 
SVLVANIA,    1836. 

Thank  God  for  the  token  I  — one  lip 
is  still  free,  — 

One  spirit  untrammelled,  —  unbending 
one  knee ! 

Like  the  oak  of  the  mountain,  deep- 
rooted  and  firm. 

Erect,  when  the  multitude  bends  to  the 
storm ; 

When  traitors  to  Freedom,  and  Honor, 

and  God, 
Are  bowed  at  an  Idol  polluted  with 

blood; 


^ 
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When  t|«e  recreaat  North  hM  foifotten 

hfcr  trust. 
And  the  lip  of  ner  honor  is  low  in  the 

dust, — 
Thank  God,  that  one  ann  from  the 

shackle  has  broken  I 
Thank  God,  that  one  man  aa  a  Jit*' 

mam  lias  spoken  1 

O'er  thy  crass,  Alleghany,  a  blast  has 

been  uown  1 
Down  thy  tide,  Susquehanna,  the  mur- 
mur has  gone  I 
To  the  land  of  the  South,  —  of  the 

charter  and  chain,  — 
Of  Liberty  sweetened  with  Slavery's 

pain; 
Where  the  cant  of  Democracy  dwells 

on  the  lips 
Of  the  forcers  of  fetters,  and  wielders 

of  whips  !_ 
Where  "  chivalric  '*  honor  means  really 

no  more 
Then  acouiging  of  women,  and  robbing 

the  poor  1 
Where  the  Moloch  of  Slavery  sitteth 

on  high, 
And  the  words  which  he  uttets,  are  — 

Worship,  ok  die  ! 

Right  onward,  O  speed  it  1  Wherever 

the  blood 
Of  the  wronged  and  the  guiltless  is 

crying  to  God : 
Wherever  a  slave  in  his  fetters  is  pin- 
ing : 
Wherever  the  lash  of  the   driver  is 

twining ; 
Wherever  from   kindred,   torn  rudely 

apart. 
Comes  the  sorrowful  wail  of  the  broken 

of  heart; 
Wherever  the  shackles  of  tyranny  bind, 
In  silence  and  darkness,  the  God-given 

mind ; 
There,  God   speed   it   onward  I  —  its 

troth  will  be  felt,  — 
The  bonds  shall  be  loosened, — the  iron 

shall  melt  I 

And  O,  will  the  land  where  the  free 
soul  of  PsNN 

Still  lingers  and  breathes,  over  moun- 
tain and  glen,  — 


Will  the  land  where  a  Bbvbzbt*s  spirit 
went  forth 

To  the  peeled,  and  the  meted,  and  out- 
cast of  Earth,  — 

Where  the  words  of  the  Charter  of 
Liberty  first 

From  the  soul  of  the  sage  and  the  pa- 
triot burst,  — 

Where  first  for  the  wronged  and  the 
weak  of  their  kind. 

The  Christian  and  statesman  their  ef- 
forts combined,  — 

Will  that  land  of  the  free  and  the  good 
wear  a  chain  ? 

Will  the  call  to  the  rescue  of  Freedom 
be  vain? 

No,  RiTNBR  I  —  her  "  Friends  "  at  thy 

warning  shall  stand 
Erect  for  the  truth,  like  their  ancestral 

band ; 
Forgetting  the  feuds  and  the  strife  of 

past  time, 
Countmg  coldness  injustice,  and  silence 

a  crime ; 
Turning  back  from  the  cavil  of  creeds, 

to  unite 
Once  again  for  the  poor  in  defence  of 

the  Rieht ; 
Breasting  calmly,  but  firmly,  the  full 

tide  of  Wrong, 
Overwhelmed,  but  not  borne  on   its 

surges  along ; 
Unappalled  by  the  danger,  the  shame, 

and  the  pain. 
And  counting  each  trial  for  Truth  as 

their  gain  I 

And  that  bold-hearted  yeomanry,  hon- 
est and  true, 
Who,  haters  of  fraud,  give  to  labor  its 

due ; 
Whose  lathers,  of  old,  sang  in  concert 

with  thine, 
On  the  banks  of  Swetara,  the  songs  of 

the  Rhine,  — 
The  Germnn-bom  pilgrims,  who  first 

dared  to  brave 
The  scorn  of  the  proud  in  the  cause  of 

the  slave :  — 
Will  the  sons  of  such  men  yield  the 

lords  of  the  South 
One  brow  for  the  brand,  —  for  the  pad 

lock  one  mouth  ' 


VOICES  OF  freedom: 


They  cater  to  tyiants?  — Thejr  riwt 

the  chain, 
Which  their  fathers  smote  off,  on  the 

negro  again  ? 

No,  never  !  —  one  voice,  like  the  sound 
in  the  cloud, 

When  the  roar  of  the  storm  waxes  loud 
and  more  loud. 

Wherever  the  foot  of  the  freeman  hath 
pressed 

From  the  Delaware's  marge  to  the 
Lake  of  the  West, 

On  the  South -eoing  breezes  shall 
deepen  and  grow 

Till  the  land  it  sweeps  over  shall  trem- 
ble below  ! 

The  voice  of  a  people,  —  uprisen, — 
awake,  — 

Pennsylvania's  watchword,  with  Free- 
dom at  stake. 

Thrilling  up  from  each  valley,  flung 
down  firom  each  height, 

"Our  Country  and  Liberty  i  — 
God  for  the  Right  1 " 


THE  PASTORAL  LETTER. 

So,  this  is  all,  —  the  utmost  reach 

Of  priestly  power  the  mind  to  fetter ! 
When  laymen   think  —  when  women 
preach  — 
A  war  of  words — a  "  Pastoral  Let- 
ter ! " 
Now,  shame  upon  ye,  parish  Popes ! 
Was  it  thus  with  those,  your  prede- 
cessors. 
Who  sealed  with  racks,  and  fire,  and 
ropes ^ 
Their  loving-kindness  to  transgres- 
sors? 

A  "  Pastoral  Letter,"  grave  and  dull  — 
Alas  I  in  hoof  and  horns  and  fea- 
tures. 
How  different  is  your  Brookiield  bull. 
From  him  who"  bellows  from  St  Pe- 
ter's ! 
Your  pastoral  rights  and  powers  firom 
narm. 
Think  ye,  can  words  alone  preserve 
them? 


Your  wiser  fathers  taught  the  arm 
And   sword   of  temporal  power 
serve  them. 


to 


O,  glorious  days,  —  when  Church  m& 
State 
Were  wedded  by  your  spiritual  Wi- 
thers ! 
And  on  submissive  shoulders  sat 
Your  Wilsons  and  your  Cotton  Ma- 
thers. 
No  vile  "  itinerant "  then  could  mar 
The  beauty  of  your  tranquil  Zion, 
But  at  his  peril  of  the  scar 
Of  hangman's  whip  and  branding- 
iron. 

Then,  wholesome  laws   relieved   the 
Church 
Of  heretic  and  mischief-maker. 
And  priest  and  bailiff  joined  in  searcli. 
By  turns,  of  Papist,  witch,  and  Qua- 
ker! 
The  stocks  were  at  each  church's  door. 
The  gallows  stood  on  Boston  Com- 
mon, 
A  Papist's  ears  the  pillory  bore,  — 
The  gallows-rope,  a  Quaker  woman  f 

Your  fathers  dealt  not  as  ye  deal 
With  **non-professing'*  frantic  teach 
era; 
They  bored  the  tongue  with  red-hoi 
steel. 
And  flayed  the  backs  of  **ferea]« 
preachers." 
Old  Newbury,  had  her  fields  a  toneue; 
And  Salem's  streets  could  tell  their 
story. 
Of  fainting  woman  drs^ed  along. 
Gashed  by  the  whip,  accarsed  9aA 
gory  1 

And  will  ye  ask  me,  why  this  taunt 

Of  memories  sacred  from  the  scomer? 
And  why  with  reckless  hand  I  plant 

A  nettle  on  the  graves  ye  honor  ? 
Not  to  reproach  New  England's  dead 

This  record  from  the  past  I  summon 
Of  manhood  to  the  scaffold  led. 

And  suffering  and  heroic  woman. 

No,  — for  youraelves  alone,  I  turn 
The  pages  of  int<rieranoe  anx. 


LINES. 
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That,  in  their  spirit,  dark  and  stern, 
Ye  h^y  may  your  own  discover  I 

For,  if  ye  claim  ihe  "pastoral  njhi," 
To  siienoe  Freedom^*  voice  of  warn- 
ing. 

And  frnm  your  precincts  shut  the  light 
Of  Freedom's  day  around  ye  dawn- 

If  whan  an  earthquake  voice  of  power. 
And  signs  in  eaorth  and  heaven,  are 
showing 
That  ibrth,  in  its  appointed  hour. 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  going  1 
And,  with  that  Spirit,  Freedom's  light 
On    kindred,    tongue,    and    people 
breaking. 
Whose    slumbering   millions,   at   the 
sight. 
In  glory  and  in  streogth  are  waking  I 

When  ibr  the  sighing  of  the  poor. 

And  for  the  needy,  God  hath  risen. 
And  chains  are  breakmg,  and  a  door 

Is  opening  for  the  souU  in  prison  I 
If  then  ye  would,  writh  punv  nands, 

Arrest  the  very  work  of  Heaven, 
And  bind  anew  the  evil  bands 

Which  God's   right  arm  of  power 
hath  riven,  — 

What  marvel  that,  in  man;r  a  mind, 

Tliose  darker  deeds  of  bigot  madness 
Are  closely  with  your  own  combined, 

Vet  "  less  in  aneer  than  in  sadness  '*  ? 
What  marvel,  if  the  people  leara^ 

To  claim  the  right^  of  nree  opinion  ? 
What  marvel,  if  at  times  they  spurn 

The  ancient  yoke  of  your  dominion  ? 

i  glorious  remnan*  linger  yet. 

Whose  lifw  are  wet  at    Freedom's 
fountains, 
The  coming  of  whose  welcome  feet 

Is  beautnul  upon  our  mountains  I 
Men,  who  the  goftpcl  tidings  bring 

Of  Liberty  and  Loye  forever, 
Whose  joy  is  an  abiding  spring. 

Whose  peace  is  as  a  gentle  nver  I 

Bat  ve.  who  scorn  the  thrillinj;  tale 
Of  Carolina's  high-souled  daughters. 

Which  echoes  here  the  mournful  wail 
Of  sorrow  from  Edisto's  waters, 


Qoee  while  ye  may  the  public  ear,  -~ 
With  malice  vex,  with  slander  wound 
them,  — 
The  pure  and  good  shall  throng  to  hear, 
And  tried  and  manly  hearts  surround 
them. 

O,  ever  may  the  power  which  led 

Their  way  to  such  a  fiery  trial, 
And  strengthened  womanhood  to  tread 

The  wine-press  of  such  self-denial. 
Be  round  them  in  an  evil  land. 
With  wisdom  and  with  strength  from 
Heaven. 
With  Miriam^s    voice,  and   Judith's 
hand, 
And    Deborah's  song,  for  triumph 
given! 

And  what  are  ye  who  strive  with  God 

Against  the  ark  of  his  salvation. 
Moved  by  the  breath  of  prayer  abroad. 

With  blessings  for  a  dying  nation  ? 
What,  but  the  stubble  and  the  hajr 

To  perish,  even  as  flax  consuming. 
With  all  that  bars  his  glorious  way^ 

Before  the  brightness  of  his  coming? 

And  thou,  sad  Angel,  who  so  long 

Hast  waited  for  the  glorious  token. 
That  Earth  from  all  her  bonds  of  wrong 

To  libertv  and  light  has  broken,  — 
Angel  of  Freedom  t  soon  to  thee  ^ 

The  sounding  trumpet  shall  be  given, 
And  over  Earth's  full  jubilee 

Shall  deeper  joy  be  felt  in  Heaven  I 


LINES, 

WRITTEN  FOR  THE  MBSTING  OF  THl 
ANTI-SLAVERV  SOCIETY,  AT  CHAT- 
HAM STREET  CHAPEL,  N.  V.,  HELD 
ON  THE  4TH  OF  THE  JTH  MONTH, 
1834. 

O  Thoi7,  whose  presence  went  before 
Our  fathers  in  their  weary  way, 

As  with  thv  chosen  moved  of  yore 
The  fire  oy  night,  the  cloud  by  day  \ 

When  from  each  temple  of  the  free, 
A  nation's  song  ascends  to  Heaven, 

Most  Holy  Father  I  unto  thee 
May  not  our  humble  prayer  be  given 


1* 


VOICES  OF  FREEDOM. 


Thv  children  all,— though  hue  and  form 
Are  varied  in  thine  own  good  will,  — 

With  thy  own  hoi/  breaihings  warm. 
And  uishioned  m  thine  image  still. 

We  thank   thee,   Father  !  —  hill  and 
plain 
Around  us  wave  their  fruits   once 
more, 
And    clustered   vine,  and   blossomed 
grain, 
Are  bending  round  each  cottage  door. 

And  peace  is  here  :  and  hope  and  love 
Are  round  us  as  a  mantle  thrown. 

And  unto  Thee,  supreme  above, 
The  knee  of  prayer  is  bowed  alone. 

But  O,  for  those  this  day  can  bring, 
As  unto  us,  no  joyful  thrill,  — 

For  those  who,  under  Freedom's  wing, 
Arc  bound  in  Slavery's  fetters  still : 

For  those  to  whom  thy  living  word 
Of  light  and  love  is  never  given,  — 

For  those  whose  ears  have  never  heard 
The  promise  and  the  hope  of  Heaven  1 

For  broken  heart,  and  clouded  mind, 
Whereon  no  human  mercjes  fall,  — 

O,  be  thy  gracious  love  inclined. 
Who,  as  a  Father,  pitiest  all ! 

And  grant,  O  Father  I  that  the  time 
Of  Earth's  deliverance  may  be  near, 

When    every    land    and    tongue    and 
clime 
The  message  of  thy  love  shall  hear, — 

When,  smitten  as  with  fire  from  heaven. 
The  captive's  chain  shall  sink  in  dust. 

And  to  his  fettered  soul  be  given 
The  glorious  freedom  of  tlie  just  I 


LINES, 

WRITTKM  FOR  THE  CELEBRATION  OF 
THE  THIRD  ANNIVERSARY  OF  BRIT- 
ISH EMANCIPATION    AT  THE   BROAD- 


WAV  TABERNACLE,  N. 
AUGUST,' 


FIRST  OF 


And  unto  thee  alone  ar^  due 
Thank^iving  and  etei^ial  praise  1 

As  children  of  thy  graciuus  care. 
We  veil  the  eye,  we  b«id  the  kue«. 

With  broken"  words  of  pr^iie  and  prayei; 
Father  and  God,  we  come  to  thee. 

For  thou  hast  heard,  O  Ood  of  Right, 

The  sighing  of  the  island  slave  ; 
And  stretched  for  him  the  ami  of  might. 

Not  shortened  that  it  «>uld  not  save. 
The  laborer  sits  beneath  his  vine. 

The    shackled   soul   and  hand  are 
free, — 
Thanksgiving  ! — for  the  Work  is  thine  I 

Praise  I  —  for  the  blessing  is  of  thee  I 

And  O,  we  feel  thy  presence  here,  — 

Thy  awful  arm  m  judgment  bare  ! 
Thine  eye  hath  seen  the  bondinan\ 
tear,  — 

Thine  ear  hath  heard  the  bondman** 
prayer. 
Praise  !  —  for  the  pride  of  man  is  low. 

The  counsels  of  the  wise  are  naught. 
The  fountains  of  repentance  flow  ; 

What  hath  our  God  in  mercy  wrought  ? 

Speed  on  thy  work.  Lord  ♦>»d  of  Hosts  ! 

And  when  the  bondman's  chain  ia 
riven. 
And  swells  firom  all  our  gaflty  coasts 

The  anthem  of  the  free  to  Heaven, 
O,  not  to  those  whom  thou  hast  led. 

As  with  thy  cloud  and  fire  before, 
But  unto  thee,  in  fear  and  dread. 

Be  praise  and  glory  evermo"^ 


"  i837- 


O  Holy  Father  !  —just and  true 
Are  all  thy  works  and  words  and  ways, 


LINES, 

WRITTEN  FOR  THE  ANyiVBRSARY 
CELEBRATION  OF  THE  FIRST  OP 
AUGUST,    AT  MILTON,    1846. 

A  FEW  brief  years  have  passed  away 

Since  Britain  drove  het  million  slaves 
Beneath  the  tropic's  fiery  ray  : 
God  willed  their  freedom  :  and  to-day 
Life  bloomsabove  those  islandgraves ! 

He  spoke  !  across  the  Carib  Sea, 
We  heard  the  clanh  ufbreakinjtchatos 
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VOICES  OF  FREEDOM. 


From  the  tree  whose  shadow  lay 
On  their  childhood's  place  of  play,  — 
From  the  cool  spring  wnere  they  drank, — 
^ock,  and  hill,  and  rivulet  bank,  — 
torn  the  solemn  house  of  prayer, 
nd  the  holy  counsels  there,  — 
Gone,  gone,  —  sold  and  gone. 
To  the  rice-swamp  dank  and  lone. 
From  Virginia's  hills  and  waters,  — 
Woe  is  me,  my  stolen  daughters  I 

Gone,  gone,'  —  sold  and  gone. 
To  the  rice-swamp  dank  andlone, — 
Toiling  through  the  weary  day, 
And  at  night  the  spoiler's  prey, 
p  that  they  had  earlier  died, 
'peeping  calmly,  side  by  side, 
/here  the  tjrrant's  power  is  o'er, 
od  the  fetter  galls  no  more  I 
Gone,  gone,  —  sold  and  gone. 
To  the  rice-swamp  dank  and  lone. 
From  Virginia's  hills  and  waters,  — 
Woe  is  me,  my  stolen  daughters  I 

Gone,  gone,  — sold  and  gone. 
To  the  rice-swamp  dank  and  lone. 
By  the  holy  love  He  beareth,  — 
By  the  bruised  reed  He  spareth,  — 
O,  may  He,  to  whom  alone 
All  their  cruel  wrongs  are  known. 
Still  their  hope  and  refuge  prove. 
With  a  more  than  mother's  love. 
Gone,  gone,  —  sold  and  gone. 
To  the  rice-swamp  dank  and  lone, 
From  Virginia's  hills  and  waters,  — 
Woe  is  me,  my  stolen  daughters  I 


THE  MORAL  WARFARE. 

When  Freedom,  on  her  natal  day. 
Within  her  war-rocked  cradle  lay. 
An  iron  race  around  her  stood. 
Baptized  her  infant  brow  in  blood  ; 
And,  through  the  storm  which  round 

her  swept, 
rhe'ir  constant  ward  and  watching  kept. 

Then,  where  our  quiet  herds  repose. 
The  ronr  of  baleful  battle  rose, 
^nd  brethren  of  a  common  tongue 
To  mortal  strife  as  tipers  sprung, 
ind  every  gi.t  on  Freedom's  shrine 
IVaa  man  for  beast,  and  blood  for  wine  I 


Our  fathers  to  their  graves  have  gone. 
Their  strife    is  past,  —  their  triumph 

won ; 
But  sterner  trials  wart  the  race 
Which  rises  in  their  honored  place,  — 
A  moral  warfare  with  the  crime 
And  folly  of  an  evil  time. 

So  let  it  be.     In  God's  own  might 
We  gird  us  for  the  coming  fight. 
And,  strong  in  Him  whose  cause  is  oun 
In  conflict  with  unholy  powers, 
We  grasp  the  weapons  He  has  given,  — 
The  Light,  and  Truth,  and  lx)ve  of 
Ileaven. 


THE  WORLD'S   CONVENTION 

OF  THB    FRIENDS    OF    EMANCIPATION, 
HELD   IN   LONDON   IN    184O. 

Yes,  let  them  gather !  —  Summon  forth 
The  pledged  philanthropy  of  Earth, 
From  every  land,  whose  nills  have  heard 

The  bu^Ie  blast  of  Freedom  waking : 
Or  shriekmg  of  her  symbol-bird 

From  out  his  cloudy  eyrie  breaking: 
Where  Justice  hath  one  worshipper. 
Or  tnith  one  altar  built  to  her ; 
Where'er  a  human  eye  is  weeping 

O'er  wrongs  which  Elarth's  sad  chil- 
dren know,  — 
Where'er  a  single  heart  is  keeping 

Its  prayerful  watch  with  human  woe : 
Thence  let  them  come,  and  greet  eack 

other. 
And  know  in  each  a  friend  and  brother  1 

Yes,  let  them  come  I  from  each  green 
vale 

Where  England's  old  baronial  hall* 

Still  bear  upon  their  storied  walls 
The  grim  crusader's  rusted  mail. 
Battered  by  Paynim  spear  and  brand 
On  Malta's  rock  or  Syria's  sand  ! 
And  mouldering  pennon-staves  once  set 

Within  the  soil  of  Palestine, 
By  Jordan  and  Genesaret ; 

0^,  borne  with  England's  battle  line. 
O'er  Acre's  shattered  turrets  stooning. 
Or.  midst  the  c*mp  their  banners  droO|;^ 
in-- 
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Vitli  dewB  from  hallowed  Hennon 
wet, 
A  holier  auminons  now  is  given 

Than  that  gray  hermit's  voice  of  old, 
U^hich  unto  all  the  winds  of  heaven 

The  banners  of  the  Cross  unrolled  I 
No:  for  the  long-deserted  shrine,  — 

Not  for  the  doll  unconscious  sod, 
Which  tells  not  by  one  lingering  sign 

That  there  the  hope  oi"  Israel  trod ;  — 
But  for  that  truth,  for  which  alone 

In  pilnim  eyes  are  sanctified 
The  garaen  moss,  the  mountain  stone. 
Whereon  his  holy  sandals  pressed,  — 
The    fountain    which    his    lip    hath 

blessed,  — 
'')i^hate*er  hath  touched  his  garment's 

hem 
At  Bethany  or  Bethlehem, 

Orjordan's  river-side, 
fi'or  Fkrezx)M,  in  the  name  of  Him 

Who  came  to.  raise  Earth's  drooping 

fo  break  the  chain  from  every  limB, 

llie  bolt  from  every  prison  door  I 

l/'or  these,    o*er   all    the   earth   hath 

passed 
An  ever- deepening  trumpet  blast, 
As  if  an  angel's  breath  had  lent 
Its  vigor  to  the  instrument 

And  Wales,  from  Snowden's  mountain 

wall. 
Shall  startle  at  that  thrilling  call. 

As  if  she  heard  her  bards  again*: 
And  Erin's  "  harp  on  Tara's  wall  " 

Give  out  its  ancient  strain, 
Mirthful  and  sweet,  yet  sad  withal,  — 

The  melody  which  Erin  loves, 
When  o'er  that  harp,  'mid  bursts  of 

gladness 
And  slogan  cries  and  lyke-wake  sadness, 

The  hand  of  her  O'ConncIl  moves  ! 
Scotland,  from  lake  and  tarn  and  rill. 
And  mountain  hold,  and  heathery  hill, 

Shall  catch  and  echo  back  the  note. 
As  if  she  heard  upon  her  atr 
Once  more  her  Camrronian's  prayer 

And  son^  of  Freedom  float. 
And  cheering  echoes  shall  reply 
From  each  remote  dependency. 
Where  Britain's  mighty  sway  is  known, 
Jn  trop'c  sea  or  frozen  zone  ; 
Where'er  b«r  sunset  flag  is  furling, 


Or  morning  gun-fire's  smoke  is  curling ; 
From  Indian  Bengal's  groves  of  palm 
And  rosy  fields  and  gales  of  balm, 
Where  Eastern  pomp  and  power  are 

rolled 
Through  regal  Ava's  gates  of  gold  : 
And  from  the  lakes  and  ancient  woods 
And  dim  Canadian  solitudes. 
Whence,  sternly  from  her  rocky  throne, 
Queen  of  the  North,  Quebeclooksdown ; 
And  from  those  bright  and  ransomed 

Isles 
Where  all  unwonted  Freedom  smiles. 
And  the  dark  laborer  still  retains 
The  scar  of  slavery's  broken  chains  I 

From  the  hoar  Alps,  which  sentinel 
The  gateways  of  the  land  of  Tell, 
Where   morning's   keen  and   earliest 

f;]ance 
ura's  rocky  wall  is  thrown. 
And  from  the  olive  bowers  of  France 
And    vine    groves   garlanding    the 
Rhone, — 
"  Friends  of  the  Blacks,"  as  true  and 

tried 
As  those  who  stood  by  Oge's  side. 
And  heard  the  Haytien's  tale  of  wrong, 
Shall  gather  at  that  summons  strong,  — 
Broglie,  Passy,  and  him  whose  song 
Breathed  over  Syria's  holy  sod, 
And  in  the  paths  which  Jesus  trod. 
And  murmured  midst  the  hills  which  hem 
Crownless  and  sad  Jerusalem, 
Hath  echoes  wheresoe'er  the  tone 
Of  Israel's  prophet-lyre  is  knovm. 

Still  let   them  come,  —  from  Quito's 
walls, 

And  from  the  Orinoco's  tide. 
From  Lima's  Inca-haunted  halls. 
From  Santa  Fc  and  Yucatan,  — 

Men  who  by  swart  Guerrero's  side 
Proclaimed  the  deathless  rights  or 

MAN, 

Broke  every  bond  and  fetter  of?i 

And  hailed  in  every  sable  serf 
A  free  and  brother  Nf  exican  ! 
Chiefs  w^ho  across  the  Andes'  chain 

Have    followed    Freedom's    flowing 
pennon, 
And  seen  on  Junin's  fearful  plain. 
Glare  o'er  the  broken  ranks  of  Spain 

The  fire-burst  of  Bolivar's  cannon' 
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Aod  Hayti,  from  her  mountain  land. 
Shall  send  the  sons  of  those  who 
htirled 
Defiance  from  her  blazing  strand,  — 
The  war-ga^e  from  her  Petion's  hand, 
Alone  against  a  hostile  world. 

Nor  all  unmindful,  thou,  the  while. 
Land  of  the  dark  and  mystic  Nile  !  — 

Thy  Moslem  roerc>r  yet  may  shame 

All  tyrants  of  a  Christian  name,  — 
When  m  the  shade  of  Gizeh's  pile. 
Or,  where  from  Abyssinian  hills 
£1  Gerek's  upper  fountain  fills. 
Or  where  from  Mountains  of  the  Moon 
El  Abiad  bears  his  watery  boon. 
Where'er  thy  lotus  blossoms  swim 

Within  their  ancient  hallowed  wa- 
ters,— 
Where'er  is  heard  the  Coptic  hymn, 

Or  song  of  Nubia's  sable  daugh- 
ters, — 
The  curse  of  slavery  and  the  crime. 
Thy  beouest  from  remotest  time, 
At  thy  oark  Mehemet's  decree 
Foreverroore  shall  pass  from  thee  ; 

And  chains  forsake  each  captive's 
limb 
Of  all  those  tribes,  whose  hills  around 
Have  echoed  back  the  cymbal  sound 

And  victor  horn  of  Ibrahim. 

And  thou  whose  glory  and  whose  crime 
To  earth's  remotest  Sound  and  clime, 
In  mingled  tones  of  awe  and  scorn. 
The  echoes  of  a  world  have  borne, 
My  country  !  glorious  at  thy  birth, 
A  day-star  flashing  brighily  forth,  — 

The  herald-sipn  of  Freedom's  dawn  ! 
O,    who  could  dream  that  saw  thee 
then, 
And  watched  thy  rising  from  afar, 
That  vapors  from  oppression's  fen 
Would  cloud  the    upward    tending 
star? 
Or,  that  earth's  tyrant  powers,  which 
heard, 
Awe-struck,  the  shout  which  hailed 
thy  dawning, 
M'ould  nse  so  soon,  prince,  peer,  and 

king. 
To  mock  thee  with  their  welcoming. 
Like   Hades  when  her  thrones  were 
stirred 


To   greet   the   down-cast    Star    of 
Morning ! 
**  Aha  !  and  art  thou  fallen  thus  ? 
Art  THOU  become  as  one  of  Kf  ^  '* 

Land  of  my  fathers !  —  there  will  stand* 
Amidst  that  world-assembled  band. 
Those  owning  thy  maternal  claim 
Un weakened  by  tny  crime  and  ^ame,— 
The  sad  reprovers  of  thy  wrong,  — 
The  children  thou  hast  spurnedso  long. 
Still  with  afiRnrtion's  fond^t  yearning 
To  their  unnatural  mother  turning. 
No  traitors  they !  —  but  tried  and  leal. 
Whose  own  is  but  thy  general  weal, 
Still  blending  with  the  patriot's  zeal 
The  Christian's  love  for  human  kind. 
To  caste  and  climate  unconfined. 

A  holy  gathering !  —  peaceful  all : 
No  threat  of  war,  —  no  savage  call 

For  vengeance  on  an  erring  brother  • 
But  in  their  stead  the  godlike  plan 
To  teach  the  brotherhood  of  man 

To  love  and  reverence  one  another. 
As  sharers  of  a  common  blood. 
The  children  of  a  common  God  I  — 
Yet,  even  at  its  lightest  word, 
ShallSlaverv'sdarkestdepths.  be  stirred: 
Spain,  watching  from  her  Moro's  keep 
Her  slave-ships  traversing  the  deep. 
And  Rio,  in  her  strength  and  pride, 
Lifting,  along  her  mountain-side. 
Her  snowy  l^ttlements  and  towers, — 
Her  lemon-groves  and  tropic  bowers, 
With  bitter  hate  and  sullen  fear 
Its  freedom-giving  voice  sliall  hear : 
And  where  my  country's  flag  is  flowing. 
On  breezes  from  Mount  Vernon  blow 
ing 

Above  the  Nation's  council  halls. 
Where  Freedom's  praise  is  loud  and 
long. 

While  close  beneath  the  outward  walls 
The  driver  plies  his  reeking  thong,  — 

The  hammer  of  the  man -thief  falls. 
O'er  hypocritic  cheek  and  brow 
The  crimson  flush  of  shame  shall  glow: 
And  all  who  for  their  native  land 
Are  pledging  life  and  heart  and  hand,  —■ 
Worn  watchers  o'er  her  changing  wea). 
Who  for  her  tarnished  honor  feel^  — 
Through  cottage  door  and  counciMial 
Shall  thunder  an  awakening  call. 
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The  pen  along  fts  page  shall  burn 

With  all  intolerable  scorn,  — 

/in  eloquent  rebuke  shall  go 

On  all  ine  winds  that  Southward  blow,— 

From  priestly  lips,  now  sealed  and  dumb, 

W^armng  and  dread  appeal  shall  come. 

Like  those  which  Israel  heard  from 

him. 
The  Prophtt  of  the  Cherubim,  — 
Or  those  which  sad  Esaias  hurled 
Against  a  sin-accursed  world  I 
Its  wizard  leaves  the  Press  shall  fling 
Unceasing  from  its  iron  wing. 
With  characters  inscribed  thereon, 

As  fearful  in  the  despot's  hall 
As  to  the  pomp  of  Babylon 

The  fire-sign  on  the  palace  wall  I 
And,  from  her  dark  iniquities, 
Methinks  I  sec  my  country  rise  : 
Not  challenging  the  nations  round 

To  note  her  tardy  justice  done,  — 
Her  captives  from  tneirchains  unbound. 

Her  prisons  opening  to  the  sun  :  — 
!iat  tearfully  her  arms  extending 
Over  the  poor  and  unoffending ; 

Her  r^al  emblem  now  no  longer 
A  bird  ofprex,  with  talons  reeking. 
Above  the  dying  captive  shrieking. 
But,  spreading  out  ner  ample  wing,  — 
A  broad,  impartial  covering,  — 

The  weaker  sheltered  by  the  strong- 
er 1— 
O,  then  to  Faith's  anointed  eyes 

The  promised  token  shall  be  given ; 
And  on  a  nation's  sacrifice. 
Atoning  for  the  sin  of  ^rears, 
At.<i  wet  with  penitential  tears,  — 

The  fire  shall  fall  from  Heaven  I 

1839. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

1845. 

God   bless  New  Hampshire  I — fix>m 

her  granite  peaks 
Once  mors  the    voice  of   Stark  and 

Langdon  speaks. 
The  long-^und  vassal  of  the  exulting 

South 
For  very  shame  her  self-foiged  chain 

has  brokci^  -~ 


Tom  the  black  seal  of  slavery  from  hm 
mouth. 
And  in  the  clear  tones  of  her  old  tim« 
spoken ! 
O,  all  undreamed-of,  all  unhoped-fot 
changes  I  — 
The  tyrant's  ally  proves  his  stern- 
est foe ; 
To  all  his  biddings,  from  her  mountain 

ranges,   ^.       ^      .  ... 

New  Hampshire  thunders  an  indig- 
nant No  I 
Whois  it  now  despairs?  0,fiimt  of  heart. 
Look    upward    to   those    Northern 

mountains  cold. 
Flouted  by  Freedom's  victor-flag  un- 
rolled. 
And  gather  strength  to  bear  a  manlici 

part  1 
All  is  not  lost.    The  angel  of  God'i 
blessing 
Encamps  with  Freedom  on  the  fieW 
of  hght : 
Still  to  her  banner,  day  by  day,  an 
pressing. 
Unlooked-for  allies,  striking  for  the 
right! 
Courage,  then,  Northern  hearte  !  —  B« 

firm,  be  true  : 
What  one  brave  State  hath  done,  can  y« 
not  also  do  ? 
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The  wave  is  breaking  on  the  shore,  - 
The  echo  fading  from  the  chime,  — 

Arain  the  shadow  moveth  o'er 
The  dial-plate  of  time  1 

O,  seer-seen  Angel !  waiting  now 
With  weary  feet  on  sea  and  shore. 

Impatient  for  the  last  dread  vow 
That  time  shall  be  no  more  I 

Once  more  across  thy  sleepless  eye 
The  semblance  of  a  smile  has  pas.«*ed 

The  y2ai  departing  leaves  more  nigh 
Time's  fearfullest  and  last 
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O,  in  that  dying  year  hath  been 
The  sum  of  all  since  time  began,  — 

The  birch  and  death,  the  joy  and  pain, 
Of  Nature  and  of  Man. 

Spring,  with  her  change   of  aun  and 
shower. 
And  streams  released  from  Winter's 
chain. 
And  bursting  bud,  and  opening  flower, 
And  greenly  growing  grain  ; 

And  Summer's  shade,  and  sunshine 
warm, 

Andrainbowso'erherhill-tops  bowed, 
And  voices  in  her  rising  storm,  — 

God  speaking  from  his  cloud  !  — 

And  Autumn's  fruits  and  clustering 
sheaves. 

And  soft,  warm  days  of  golden  light. 
The  glory  of  her  forest  leaves, 

And  harvest-moon  at  night ; 

And  Winter  with  her  leafless  grove. 

And  prisoned  stream,  and  drifting 
snow. 
The  brilliance  of  her  heaven  above 

And  of  her  earth  below : — 

And  man,  — in  whom  an  angel's  mind 
With    earth's   low   instincts     finds 
abode,  — 

The  highest  of  the  links  which  bind 
Brute  nature  to  her  God ; 

His  infant  eye  hath  seen  the  light. 
His  childhood's    merriest    laughter 
rung. 

And  active  sports  to  manlier  might 
The  nerves  of  boyhood  strung  1 

And  quiet  love,  and  passion's  fires, 
Have  soothed    or  burned    in  man- 
hood's breast. 

And  lofly  aims  and  low  desires 
By  turns  disturbed  his  resL 

The  wailing  of  the  newly-bom 
Has  mingled  with  the  funeral  knell ; 

And  o'er  the  dyinf^'s  ear  has  gone 
The  merry  marriage-belL 


And  Wealth  has  filled  his  haUs  witl 
mirth. 
While  Want,  in  many  a  humble  shed. 
Toiled,    shivering    by   her    cheericct 
hearth. 
The  live-long  night  for  bread. 

Andworsethanall, — the  human  slave,— 
The  sport  of  lust,  and  pride,  and 
scont  I 

Plucked  off  the  crown  his  Maker  gave,— 
His  r^;al  manhood  gone  • 

O,  still,  my  country  I  o'er  thv  plains, 
Blackened  with  slavery's  blight  vA 
ban. 

That  human  chattel  drags  his  chains,  — 
An  uncreated  man  I 

And  stin,  where'er  to  sun  and  breeze. 
My  country,  is  thy  flag  unrolled. 

With  scorn,  the  gaxmg  stranger  sees 
A  stain  on  every  fold. 

O,  tear  the  gorgeous  emblem  down  1 
It  gathers  acorn  from  every  eye. 

And  despots  smile  and  good  men  frov  •« 
Whene'er  it  passes  by. 


Shame  I  shame  I  its  starry  splendoi  % 
glow 

Above  the  slaver's  loathsome  jail,  • 
Its  folds  are  ruflling  even  no\" 

His  crimson  flag  of  sale. 

Still  round  our  country's  proudest  hal 
The  trade  in  human  flesh  is  driven. 

And  at  each  careless  hammer-fidl 
A  human  heart  is  riven. 

And  this,  too,  sanctioned  by  the  men. 
Vested  with  power  to  shield  the  righ^i 

And  throw  each  vile  and  robber  den 
Wide  open  to  the  light 

Yet,  shame  upon  them  I  —  theiC  thci 
sit. 

Men  of  the  North,  subdued  and  stili  • 
Meek,  pliant  poltroons,  only  fix 

To  work  a  master's  wiU. 
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Sold,  —  bargained    off  for    Soathem 
votes,  — 
A  passive  herd  of  Northern  mules, 
Just  braying  through  their  purchased 
throats 
Whate'er  their  owner  rulesi 

And  he,*  —  the  basest  of  the  base. 
The  vilest  of  the  viJe,  —whose  name, 

Embalmed  in  infinite  disgrace. 
Is  deathless  in  its  shame  1  — 

A  tool,  —  to  bolt  the  people's  door 
Against  the  people  clamorinff  there, 

An  ass,  —  to  trample  on  their  floor 
A  people's  right  of  prayer  1 

Nailed  to  his  self-made  gibbet  &st, 
Self-pilloried  to  the  public  view,  — 

i\  nark  for  eveiv  passing  blast 
Of  scorn  to  wnjatle  through  ; 

There  let  him  hang,  and  hear  the  boast 
Of  Southrons  o'er  their  pliant  tool, — 

A  new  Stylites  on  his  post, 
**  Sacied  to  ridicule  !  '* 

Look  we  at  home  I — our  noble  hall. 
To  Freedom's  holy  purpose  given, 

Now  rears  its  black  and  ruined  wall. 
Beneath  the  wintry  heaven,  — 

Telling  the  story  of  its  doom,  — 
The  fiendish  mob,  —  the  prostrate 
law, — 

The  fiery  jet  through  midnight's  gloom, 
Our  gazing  thousands  saw. 

Look  to  our  State,  —  the  poor  man's 
right 
Tom  from  him:  —  and  the  sons  of 
those 
Whose  blood  in   Freedom's   sternest 
fight 
Sprinkled  the  Jersey  snows, 

Outlawed  within  the  land  of  Penn, 
That  Slavery's   guilty  fears   might 
cease, 

And  those  whom  God  created  men 
Toil  on  as  brutes  in  peace. 


Yet  o'er  the  blackness  of  tne  storm 
A  bow  of  promise  bends  on  high. 

And  gleams  of  sunshine,  soft  and  warm. 
Break  through  our  dauded  sky. 

East,  West,  and  North,  the  shout  is 
heard. 

Of  freemen  rising  for  the  right : 
Each  vallev  hath  its  rallying  word,  — 

Each  hill  its  signal  lignt 

O'er  Massachusetts*  rocks  of  grav. 
The  strengthening  light  of  freedom 
shines, 

Rhode  Island's  Nanagansett  Bay,  — 
And  Vermont's  snow-hung  pines  I 

From  Hudson's  firownine  palisades 
To  Alleghany's  laurelled  crest. 

O'er  lakes  and  prairies,  streams  and 
glades, 
It  shmes  upon  the  West. 

Speed  on  the  light  to  those  who  dwell 
In  Slavery's  land  of  woe  and  sin. 

And  through  the  blackness  of  that  hell. 
Let  Heaven's  own  light  break  in. 

So  shall  the  Southern  conscience  quake 
Before  that  light  poured   full    and 
strong. 

So  shall  the  Southern  heart  awake 
To  all  the  bondman's  wrong. 

And  from  that  rich  and  sunny  land 
The  song  of  grateful  millions  rise. 

Like  that  of  Israel's  ransomed  band 
Beneath  Arabia's  skies : 

And  all  who  now  are  botmd  beneath 
Our   banner's   shade,    our    eagle's 
wing, 

From  Slavery's  night  of  moral  death 
To  light  and  life  shall  spring. 

Broken    the   bondman's    chain,    and 
gone 
The  master's  guilt,  and  hate,  and 
fear. 
And  unto  both  alike  shall  dawi^ 
A  New  and  Happy  Year. 


So  VOICES  OF  FREEDOM, 


MASSACHUSETTS  TO  VIRGINIA. 


Ihe  proceedinn  of  tiie  dttieni  of  Noriblk,  V^,  hi 

alleged  flic Itlve  slave,  the  letuU  of  whose  cast 

lilar  to  that  of  the  negro  Somkbsbt  In  Kngland, 


{  (Written  en  reading  an  account  of  the 

rererence  to  Qkosub  Latikbk,  the  all 
j        In  Manachueetti  will  prohably  be  limilar  to  thaf  of  the  nent>  Somkbsbt  In  Kngland, 

In  1772.]  — •      -• 


Thb  blast  from  Freedom's  Northern  hills,  upon  its  Southern  way, 

Bears  greeting  to  Vii^pnia  from  Massachusetts  Bay :  — 

No  word  of  haughtv  challenging,  nor  battle  buele's  peal. 

Nor  steady  tread  of  marching  mes,  nor  clang  of  horsemen's  steeL 

No  trains  of  deep-mouihed  cannon  along  our  highways  go,  — 
Around  our  silent  arsenals  untrodden  lies  the  snow ;' 
And  to  the  land-breeze  of  our  ports,  upon  their  errands  far, 
A  thousand  sails  of  commerce  swell,  but  none  are  spread  for  war. 


We  hear  thy  threats,  Virginia  I  thy  stormy  words  and  high,  ! 

Swell  harshly  on  the  Southern  winds  which  melt  along  our  sky  ;  { 

Yet,  not  one  brown,  hard  hand  foregoes  its  honest  \ibot  here, '  i 
No  hewer  of  our  mountain  oaks  suspends  his  axe  in  fear. 

Wild  are  the  waves  which  lash  the  reefe  along  St  George's  bank,  —  < 

Cold  on  the  shore  of  Labrador  the  fo^  lies  white  and  dank  ;  i 

Through  storm,  and  wave,  and  blinding  mist,  stout  are  the  hearts  which  *"*" 
The  fishing-smacks  of  Marblehead,  the  sea-boats  of  Cape  Ann. 

The  cold  north  light  and  wintry  sun  glare  on  their  icy  forms, 
Bent  grimly  o'er  tneir  straining  lines  or  wrestling  with  the  storms  '. 
Free  as  the  winds  they  drive  before,  rough  as  the  waves  they  roam* 
They  laugh  to  scorn  the  slaver's  threat  against  their  rocky  home. 

What  means  the  Old  Dominion  ?    Hath  she  forgot  the  day 
When  o'er  her  conquered  valleys  swept  the  Briton's  steel  array  ? 
How  side  by  side,  with  sons  of  hers,  tne  Massachusetts  men 
Encountered  Tarleton's  charge  of  fire,  and  stout  Coruwallis,  then  7 


j  Fofgets  she  how  the  Bay  State,  in  answer  to  the  call 

Of  her  old  House  of  Burgesses,  spoke  out  from  Faneuil  Hall  ? 

'^  fSThen,  echoing  back  her  Henry's  cry,  came  pulsing  on  each  breath  • 

I  Of  Northern  winds,  the  thrilling  sounds  of  '^  Liberty  or  Death  1 "  ■ 

I  *  I 

'  What  asks  the  Old  Dominion  ?    If  now  her  sons  have  proved  ; 

,  False  to  their  fathers'  memory,  — ^  false  to  the  faith  they  loved,  • 

1  If  she  can  scoff  at  Freedom,  and  its  ereat  charter  spurn,  ' 

I  Must  we  of  Massachusetts  from  truth  and  duty  turn  ? 

We  hunt  your  bondmen,  flying  from  Slavery's  hateful  hell,  — 
i  Our  voices,  at  your  bidding,  take  up  the  bloodhound's  yell,  •— 

,  We  gather,  at  your  summons,  above  our  Others'  graves, 

From  Freedom's  holy  altar-horns  to  tear  your  wretched  slaves  1 


Thank  God  I  not  yet  so  vilely  can  Massachusetts  bow ; 

The  spirit  of  her  early  time  is  with  her  even  now  ; 

Oream  not  because  her  Pil{[;rim  blood  moves  slow  and  calm  and  coo^ 

Ihe  thus  can  stoop  her  chainless  neck,  a  sister's  slave  aikd  tool  t 


I 


MASSACHUSETTS   TO  VIRGINIA. 

An  that  a  sUUr  State  should  do,  all  that  a/rvtf  State  may. 
Heart,  hand,  and  purse  we  proffer,  as  \^  our  early  day : 
But  that  one  dark  loathsome  burden  ye  must  stagger  with  alone. 
And  reap  the  bitter  harvest  which  ye  yoonelves  have  sown  1 

Hold,  while  ve  may,  your  struggling  slaves,  and  burden  God's  free  ail 
With  woman  s  shnek  beneath  the  lash,  and  manhood's  wild  despair ; 
ClinK  closer  to  the  "  cleaving  curse  *'  that  writes  upon  your  plains 
The  blasting  of  Almighty  wrath  against  a  land  of  coains. 

Still  shame  your  gallant  ancestry,  the  cavaliers  of  old. 
By  watching  round  the  shambles  where  human  flesh  is  sold,  — 
Gloat  o'er  the  new-boni  child,  and  count  his  market  value,  when 
"The  maddened  mother's  cry  of  woe  shall  pierce  the  slaver's  den  1 

Lower  than  plummet  soundeth,  sink  the  Vii^nia  name  ; 

Plant,  if  ye  will,  your  fathers'  graves  with  rankest  weeds  of  shame; 

Be,  if  ye  will,  the  scandal  of  God's  fair  universe,  — 

We  wash  our  hands  forever  of  your  sin  and  shame  and  curse. 

A  voice  from  lips  whereon  the  coal  firom  Freedom's  shrine  hath  been, 
Thrilled,  as  but  yesterday,  the  hearts  of  Berkshire's  mountain  men : 
The  echoes  of  that  solemn  voice  are  sadly  lingering  still 
In  all  our  sunny  valleys,  on  every  wind-swept  hill. 

And  when  the  prowling  man-thief  came  hunting  for  his  prey 
Beneath  the  very  shadow  of  Bunker's  shaft  of  gray, 
How,  through  the  free  Iip»  of  the  son,  the  father's  warning  spoke 
How,  from  Its  bonds  of  trade  and  sect,  the  Pilgrim  city  broke ! 

A  hundred  thousand  ri^ht  arms  were  liAed  up  on  high,  — 

A  hundred  thousand  voices  sent  back  their  loud  reply  ; 

Through  the  thronged  towns  of  Essex  the  startling  summons  rang, 

And  up  from  bench  and  loom  and  wheel  her  young  mechanics  sprang  I 

The  voice  office,  broad  Middlesex,  —  of  thousands  as  of  one,  — 
The  shaft  of  Bunker  calling  to  that  of  Lexington,  — 
From  Norfolk's  ancient  villages,  from  Plymouth's  rocky  bound 
To  where  Nantucket  feels  the  arms  of  ocean  dose  her  round  ;  -^ 

From  rich  and  nual  Worcester,  where  through  the  calm  repose 
Of  cultured  vales  and  fringing  woods  the  gentle  Nashua  flows, 
To  where  Wachuset's  wintrv  blasts  the  mountain  larches  stir, 
Swelled  up  to  Heaven  the  thrilling  cry  of  "  God  save  Latimer  1  *' 

• 

And  sandy  Barnstable  rose  up,  wet  with  the  salt  sea  spray,  — • 

And  Bristol  sent  her  answering  shout  down  Narragansett  Bay  I 

Along  the  broad  Connecticut  old  Hampden  felt  the  thrill, 

And  the  cheer  of  Hampshire's  woodmen  swept  down  from  Holyoke  HUL 

The  vcnce  of  Massachusetts  I    Of  her  free  sons  and  daughters,  — 
Deep  calling  unto  deep  aloud,  —  the  sound  of  many  waters  I 
Against  the  Durden  of^that  voice  what  tyrant  power  shall  stand? 
No/ttUrs  tH  ilU  Bay  StaU  /    No  slaw  upon  kor  iandt 
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VOICES  OF  FREEDOM, 


Look  to  it  well,  Vii]^iiian8 1    In  calmness  we  have  borne. 

In  answer  to  our  faith  and  trust,  yonr  insult  and  vour  acorn ; 

You  've  spumed  our  kindest  counsels,  — you  've  nunted  for  our  fives,  • 

And  shaken  round  our  hearths  and  homes  your  manacles  and  gyves  I 

We  wage  no  war, — we  lift  no  arm,  — we  fling  no  torch  within 
The  fire-damps  of  the  auaking  mine  beneath  your  soil  of  sin ; 
We  leave  ye  with  your  bondmen,  to  wrestle,  while  ye  can. 
With  the  strong  upward  tendencies  and  godlike  soul  of  roan ! 

But  for  us  and  for  our  children,  the  vow  which  we  have  given 
For  freedom  and  humanity  is  registered  in  Heaven ; 
No  slave-hunt  in  our  borders^  —  no  pirate  on  our  strand  t 
No  fetters  in  ike  Bay  State,  —  no  slave  upon  our  land  I 


THE  RELIC. 

[PiNHSTLVAiriA  Hall,  dedicated  to  Ftee  Dlncnnion  and  the  came  of  human  llb^rtv. 
WM  destroyed  by  a  mob  in  1838.  The  fbllowinv  wai  written  on  receiving  a  cane  wrtMgnt 
from  a  fragment  of  the  wood-work  which  the  flro  had  spared.] 


Token  of  firiendship  true  and  tried. 
From  one  whose  tiery  heart  of  youth 

With  mine  has  beaten,  side  by  side, 
For  Liberty  and  Truth  ; 

With  honest  pride  the  gift  I  take. 

And  prize  it  for  the  giver's  sake. 

But  not  alone  because  it  tells 
Of  generous    hand  and   heart  sin- 
cere ; 
Around  that  gift  of  friendship  dwells 

A  memory  doubly  dear,  — 
Earth's  noblest  aim,  —  man*s  holiest 

thought. 
With  that  memorial  frail  inwrought  I 

Pure  thoughts  and  sweet,  like  flowers 
unfold. 

And  precious  memories  round  it  cling, 
Even  as  the  Prophet|s  rod  of  old 

In  beauty  blossoming : 
And  buds  of  feeling  pure  and  good 
Spring  from  its  cold  unconscious  wood. 

Relic  of  Freedom's  shrine  I  —  a  brand 
Plucked  from  its  burning  !  —  let  it  be 

Dear  as  a  jewel  from  the  hand 
Of  a  lost  ftiend  to  me !  — 

Flower  of  a  perished  garland  left, 

Of  life  and  beauty  unbereft  I 


O,  if  the  young  enthusiast  bears, 
O'er  weary  waste  and  sea,  the  stone 

Which   crumbled  from  the    Forum's 
stairs, 
Or  round  the  Parthenon ;  ^ 

Or  olive-bough  from  some  wild  tree 

Hung  over  old  Theraiopylje : 

If  leaflets  from  some  hero's  tomb, 
Or    moss-wTcath   torn    from    ruins 
hoarv,  — 

Or  fiided  flowers  whose  sisters  bloom 
On  fields  renowned  in  story, — 

Or  fragment  from  the  Alhambra's  crest. 

Or  the  gray  rock  by  Druids  blessed ; 

Sad  Erin's  shamrock  menly  growing 
Where  Freedom  led  nerstal wart kem. 

Or  Scotia's  "rough  bur  thistle"  blowing 
On  Bruce's  Bannockbum, — 

Or  Runnymede's  wild  English  rose, 

Or   lichen    plucked    from    Sempach'f 
snows !  — 

If  it  be  true  that  things  like  these 
To  heart  and  eye  bright  visions  brings 

Shall  not  far  holier  memories 
To  this  memorial  dinjg  ? 

Which  needs  no  mellowing  mist  of  time 

To  hide  the  crimson  stains  of  crime  i 
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Wreck  of  a  temple,  unproianed^  — 
or  courts  wbere  Feaoe  with  Freedom 
trod. 
Lifting  00  hi^b,  with  hands  unstained. 

Thanksgiving  unto  God ; 
Where  Mercy*«  voice  of  love  was  plead- 
ing 
For  human  hearts  in  bonda^  bleed- 
ing!— 

Where,  midst  the  sound  of  rushing  feet 
And  curses  on  the  night-air  flung, 

That  pleading  voice  rose  calm  and  sweet 
From  woman's  earnest  tongue ; 

And  Riot  turned  his  scowling  glance. 

Awed,  from  her  tranquil  countenance  1 

!*>iat  temple  now  in  ruin  lies  I  — 
The  fire-stain  on  its  shattered  wall, 

J^od  open  to  the  changing  skies 
Its  black  and  roofless  halU 

1<  stands  beibre  a  nation's  sight, 

A  gravestone  over  buried  Right  I 


But  from  that  ruin,  as  of  old, 
The  fire-scorched  stones  themselves 
are  crying, 
And  from  their  ashes  white  and  cold 

Its  timbers  are  replying  I 
A  voice  which  slavery  cannot  kill 
Speaks   from    the    crumbling    arches 
still  I 

And  even  this  relic  from  thy  shrine, 
O  holy  Freedom  I  hath  to  me 

A  potent  power,  a  voice  and  sign 
To  testify  of  thee  ; 

And,  grasping  it,  roethinks  I  feel 

A  deeper  faith,  a  stronger  zeal. 

And  not  unlike  that  mystic  rod, 
Of  old  stretched  o'er  the  Egyptian 
wave. 

Which  opened,  in  the  strength  of  God, 
A  pathway  for  the  slave, 

It  yet  may  point  the  bondman's  way. 

And  turn  the  spoiler  from  his  prey. 


THE  BRANDED  HAND. 
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Wblcomb  home  again,  brave  seaman  I  with  thv  thoughtful  brow  and  gray. 
And  the  old  heroic  spirit  of  our  earlier,  better  oay,  — 
With  that  front  of  calm  endurance,  on  whose  steady  nerve  in  vain 
Pressed  the  iron  of  the  prison,  smote  the  fiery  shafts  of  pain  1 

Is  the  tyrant's  brand  upon  thee  ?    Did  the  brutal  cravens  aim 
To  make  God's  truth  thy  falsehood,  his  holiest  work  thy  shame  ? 
When,  all  blocxl-^uenched,  from  the  torture  the  iron  was  withdrawn. 
How  laughed  their  evil  angel  the  baffled  fools  to  scorn  I 

They  change  to  wronc  the  duty  which  God  hath  written  out 

On  the  great  heart  of  humanity;  too  legible  for  doubt  I 

TAfjfy  the  loathsome  moral  lepers,  blotched  from  footsole  up  to  crowi^ 

Give  to  shame  what  God  hath  given  unto  honor  and  renown  I 

Why,  that  brand  is  highest  honor  I  —  than  its  traces  never  yet 
Upon  old  armorial  hatchments  was  a  prouder  blazon  set ; 
And  thv  unborn  ^nerations,  as  thry  tread  our  rocky  strand. 
Shall  tell  with  pnde  the  story  of  their  Other's  branded  hand  t 

As  the  Templar  home  was  welcome,  bearing  back  from  Syrian  wan 

The  scars  of  Arab  lances  and  of  Paynim  scymitars. 

The  pallor  of  the  prison,  and  the  shackle's  crimson  span, 

So  we  meet  thee,  so  we  greet  thee,  truest  friend  of  God  and  man 


I  VOICES  OF  FREEDOM, 

He  suffered  for  the  ramsom  of  the  dear  Redeemer's  erave, 
Thou  for  his  living  presence  in  the  bound  and  bleemng  ^ve ; 
He  for  a  soil  no  longer  by  the  feet  of  angels  trod. 
Thou  for  the  true  Shechinah,  the  present  home  of  God  I 

For,  while  the  jurist,  sitting  with  the  slave-whip  o'er  him  swtmg; 

From  the  tortured  truths  of  freedom  the  lie  of  ^very  wrung^ 

And  the  solemn  priest  to  Moloch,  on  each  God-deserted  shnne, 

Broke  the  bondman's  heart  for  bread,  poured  the  bondman's  blood  for  wiot, ' 

While  the  multitude  in  blindness  to  a  far-off  Saviour  knelt. 
And  spurned,  the  while,  the  teniple  where  a  present  Saviour  dwelt ; 
Thou  beheld'st  him  in  the  task-neld,  in  the  prison  shadows  dim. 
And  thy  mercy  to  the  bondman,  it  was  mercy  uuto  him  I 

In  thy  lone  and  long  night-watches,  sky  above  and  wave  below, 
Thou  didst  learn  a  higher  wisdom  than  the  babbling  schoolmen  know ; 
God's  stars  and  silence  tau|^ht  thee,  as  his  angels  only  can, 
That  the  one  sole  sacred  thmg  beneath  the  cope  of  Heaven  is  Man  1 

That  he  who  treads  pro&nely  on  the  scrolls  of  law  and  creed. 
In  the  depth  of  God  s  great  goodness  may  find  mercy  in  his  need ; 
But  woe  to  him  who  crushes  the  soul  with  chain  and  rod. 
And  herds  with  lower  natures  the  awful  form  of  God  1 

Then  lift  that  manly  right-hand,  bold  ploughman  of  the  wavet 
,  Its  branded  nalm  snail  prophesy,  "  Salvation  to  the  Slavk  ! " 
Hold  up  its  nre-wrought  language,  that  whoso  reads  may  feel 
His  heart  swell  strong  within  him,  his  sinews  change  to  steel. 

Hold  it  up  before  our  sunshine,  up  against  our  Northern  air,  — 
Ho  t  men  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  love  of  God,  look  there  1 
Take  it  henceforth  for  your  standard,  like  the  Brace's  heart  of  yore, 
In  the  dark  strife  closing  round  ye,  let  that  hand  be  seen  before  1 

And  the  tyrants  of  the  slave-land  shall  tremble  at  that  si^. 
When  it  points  its  finger  Southward  along  the  Puritan  hne  : 
Woe  to  the  State-gorged  leeches  and  the  Church's  locust  band. 
When  they  look  from  slavery's  ramparts  on  the  coming  of  that  hand  1 
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Up  the  hillside,  down  the  glen. 
Rouse  the  sleeping  citizen  ; 
Summon  out  the  might  of  men  I 

Like  a  lion  growling  low,  — 
Ljke  a  night-storm  rising  flow,  — 
Like  the  tread  of  unseen  foe,  — 


It  is  coming,  —  it  is  nigh  I 
Stand  your  noroes  and  altats  by  i 
On  your  own  free  thresholds  die;. 

Clane  the  bells  in  all  your  spires  i 
On  tne  gray  hills  of  your  sires 
Fling  to  heaven  your  signal-fires. 

From  Wachu9et,  lone  and  bleak. 

Unto  Berkshire's  tallest  peak. 

Let  the  flame-tongued  heralds  speak. 


J 
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O.  mi  God  and  dutv  stand, 
Heart  to  heart  and  nand  to  hand. 
Round  the  old  gravM  of  the  land. 

Whoso  shrinks  or  Alters  now. 
Whoso  to  the  yoke  would  bow, 
Bnmd  the  craven  on  his  brow  I 

Freedom's  soil  hath  only  place 
For  a  free  and  fearless  race,  — 
None  for  traitors  false  and  base. 

Perish  party,  —  perish  clan  ; 
Strike  together  while  ye  can. 
Like  the  arm  of  one  strong  man.  ' 

Like  that  angel's  voice  sublime, 
Heard  above  a  world  of  crime. 
Crying  of  the  end  of  time,  — 

With  one  heart  and  with  one  mouth, 
Let  the  North  unto  the  South 
Speak  the  word  befitting  both : 

'*  What  though  Issachar  be  strong  1 
Ye  may  load  his  back  with  wrong 
Overmuch  and  over  long  : 

"  Patience  with  her  cup  o'crrun. 
With  her  weary  thread  outspun. 
Murmurs  that  her  work  is  done. 

"  Make  our  Union-bond  a  chain. 
Weak  as  tow  in  Freedom's  strain 
Link  by  link  shall  snap  in  twain. 

*■  Vainly  shall  your  sand-wrought  rope 
Bind  the  starry  cluster  up. 
Shattered  over  heaven's  blue  cope  I 

"  Give  us  bright  though  broken  rays. 
Rather  than  eternal  haze. 
Clouding  o'er  the  full-orbed  blaze. 

"  Take  your  land  of  sun  and  bloom  ; 

Only  leave  to  Freedom  room 

For  her  plough,  and  forge,  and  loom ; 

"  Take  your  slavery-blackened  vales ; 
Leave  us  but  our  own  free  gales, 
Blowing  on  our  thousand  sails. 

**  Boldly,  or  with  treacherous  art, 
Stnke  tne  blood-wrought  chain  apart ; 
Break  the  Union's  mighty  heart ; 


"Work  the  ruin,  if  ye  will ; 
Pluck  upon  your  heads  an  ill 
Which  shall  grow  and  deepen  stiU. 

'*  With  ^our  bondman's  right  arm  barot 
With  his  heart  of  black  despair, 
Stand  alone,  if  stand  ye  dare  ! 

"  Onward  with  your  fell  design ; 
Dig  the  gulf  and  draw  the  line  : 
Fire  beneath  your  feet  the  mine : 

"  Deeply,  when  the  wide  abyss 
Yawns  between  your  land  and  this. 
Shall  ye  feel  your  helplessness. 

'*  By  the  hearth,  and  in  the  bed. 
Shaken  by  a  look  or  tread. 
Ye  shall  own  a  guilty  dread. 

"  And  the  curse  of  unpaid  toil. 
Downward  through  your  generous  soil 
Like  a  fire  shall  bum  and  spoil. 

**  Our  bleak  hills  shall  bud  and  blow. 
Vines  our  rocks  shall  overgrow. 
Plenty  in  our  vallej^  flow ;  — 

"And  when   vengeance   clouds   youf 

skies. 
Hither  shall  ye  turn  your  eyes, 
As  the  lost  on  Paradise  1 


••  We  but  ask  our  rocky  strand, 
Freedom's  true  and  brother  band. 
Freedom's  strong  and  honest  hand, 

"  Vallesrs  by  the  slave  untrod. 
And  the  Pilgrim's  mountain  sod. 
Blessed  of  our  fathers'  God  1 " 


TO  FANEUIL  HALL. 
1844. 

Men  I  —  if  manhood  still  ye  claim. 

If  the  Northern  pulse  can  thrill. 
Roused  by  wrong  or  stung  by  shamc^ 

Freely,  strongly  still,  — 
Let  the  sounds  of  traffic  die  : 

Shut  the  mill -gate,— leave  the  stall, - 
Fling  the  axe  and  hammer  by.  — 

Throng  to  Faneuil  Hall  I 


-       \ 


w 


V0ICB5  OF  FREEDOM. 


Wrongs  which  freemen  neverbrooked,— 

Dangers  grim  and  fierce  as  they. 
Which,  Ifke  couching  lions,  looked 

On  your  fathers'  way,  — 
These  ^ur  instant  zeal  demand. 

Shaking  with  their  earthquake-caU 
Every  rood  of  Pilgrim  land. 

Ho,  to  Faneuil  Hall  I 

From  your  capes  and  sandy  bars,  — 

From  your  mountain-ridges  cold. 
Through  whose  pines  the  westering  stars 

Stoop  their  crowns  of  gold,  — 
Come,  and  with  your  footsteps  wake 

Echoes  from  that  holy  wall : 
Once  again,  for  Freedom's  sake. 

Rock  your  fathers'  hall  1 

Up,  and  tread  beneath  your  feet 

Every  cord  by  party  spun  : 
Let  your  hearts  together  beat 

As  the  heart  of  one. 
Banks  and  tariff,  stocks  and  trade, 

Let  them  rise  or  let  them  fall : 
Freedom  asks  your  common  aid,  -— 

Up,  to  FaneuU  Hall  1 

Up,  and  let  each  voice  that  speaks  _ 

Ring  from  thence  to  Southern  plains, 
Sharply  as  the  blow  which  breaks 

Pnson-bolts  and  chains  I 
Speak  as  well  becomes  the  free  : 

Dreaded  more  than  steel  or  ball. 
Shall  your  calmest  utterance  be, 

Heard  from  Faneuil  Hall  1 

Have  they  wronged  us  ?    Let  us  then 

Render  back  nor  threats  nor  prayers ; 
Have  they  chained  our  free- bom  men  ? 

Let  us  unchain  theirs  I 
Up,  your  banner  leads  the  van. 

Blazoned,  "  Liberty  for  all  1 " 
Finish  what  your  sircvbegan  I 

Up,  to  Faneuil  Hall  I 


TO  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1844. 

What  though  around  thee  blazes 
No  fiery  rallying  sign  ? 


From  all  thy  own  hi^h  places^ 
Give  heaven  the  hght  of  thiiM  t 

What  though  unthrilTed,  unmoving. 
The  statesman  stands  apart. 

And  comes  no  warm  approving 
From  Mammon's  crowded  martT 

Still,  let  the  land  be  shaken 

By  a  summons  of  thine  own ! 
By  all  save  truth  forsaken. 

Why,  stand  with  that  alone  I 
Shrink  not  firom  strife  uneaual  1 

With  the  best  is  always  hope ; 
And  ever  in  the  sequel 

God  holds  the  right  side  up  I 

But  when,  with  thine  uniting. 

Come  voices  long  and  loud. 
And  far-off  hills  are  writing 

Thy  fire- words  on  the  cloud  :^ 
When  from  Penobscot's  fountains 

A  deep  response  is  heard, 
And  across  the  Western  mountains 

Rolls  back  thy  rallying  word ; 

Shall  thy  line  of  battle  falter. 

With  Its  allies  just  in  view? 
O,  by  hearth  and  holy  altar. 

My  fatherland,  be  true  I 
Fling  abroad  thy  scrolls  of  Freedom  ( 

Speed  them  onward  far  and  fast  1 
Over  hill  and  valley  speed  them. 

Like  the  sibyl's  on  the  blast  1 

Lo  I  the  Empire  State  is  shaking 

The  shackles  from  her  hand  ; 
With  the  rugged  North  is  waking 

The  level  suns«t  land  ! 
On  they  come,  —  the  free  battalions  I 

East  and  West  and  North  they  corner 
A*id  the  heart-beat  of  the  millions 

Is  the  beat  of  Freedom's  drum. 

*  To  the  tyrant's  plot  no  fevor  I  > 

No  heed  to  place-fed  knaves  I 
Bar  and  bolt  the  door  forever 

Against  the  land  of  slaves  ! " 
Hear  it,  mother  Earth,  and  hear  it. 

The  Heavens  above  us  spread  I 
The  land  is  roused,  —  its  spirit 

Was  sleeping,  but  not  dead  ] 
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THE  PINE-TREE. 

1846. 

Lift  again  the  stately  emblem  on  the  Bay  State's  rusted  shield, 
Give  to  Northern  winds  the  Pine-Tree  on  our  banner's  tattered  field. 
Sons  of  men  who  sat  in  council  with  their  Bibles  rotrad  the  board. 
Answering  Enrland's  royal  missive  with  a  firm,  *'  Thus  saith  thb  Losd  t  * 
Rise  again  for  home  and  freedom  1  —  set  the  baittle  in  array  I  — 
What  the  fathers  did  of  ok!  time  we  their  sons  must  do  to-day. 

Tell  ns  not  of  banks  and  tariflb,  —  cease  your  pahrv  pedler  cries,  — 
Shall  the  good  State  sink  her  honor  that  your  gamblmg  stocks  may  rise  ? 
Would  ye  Darter  man  for  cotton  ?  —  That  your  gains  may  sum  up  hicher. 
Must  we  kiss  the  feet  of  Moloch,  pass  our  children  through  the  firer 
Is  the  dollar  only  real  ?  —  God  ana  truth  and  right  a  dream  ? 
Weighed  against  your  lying  ledgers  must  our  manhood  kick  the  beam  ? 

O  my  God  I  —  for  that  free  ^irit,  which  of  old  in  Boston  town 

Smote  the  Province  House  with  terror,  struck  the  crest  of  Andnw  down  I  •^ 

For  another  strong-voiced  Adams  in  the  city's  streets  to  cry, 

'*  Up  for  God  and  Massachusetts  1  —  Set  your  feet  on  Mammon's  lie  I 

Pensh  banks  and  perish  traffic,  —  spin  your  cotton's  latest  pound,  — 

But  in  Heaven's  name  keep  your  honor, — keep  the  heart  o'  the  Bay  State  sound  1 " 

Where 's  the  man  for  Massachusetts? — Where  'Hhe  woxot  to  speak  her  firee?'^ 

Where 's  the  hand  to  light  up  bonfires  from  her  mountains  to  the  sea  ? 

Beats  her  Pilgrim  pulse  no  longer  ?  —  Sits  she  dumb  in  her  despair  ?  — 

Has  she  none  to  break  the  silence  ?  —  Has  she  none  to  do  and  dare  ? 

D  my  God  !  for  one  right  worthy  to  lift  up  her  rusted  shield. 

/ind  to  plant  again  the  Pine-Tree  in  her  banner's  tattered  neld  I 


LINES, 

IVGGBSTBO  BY  A  VISIT  TO  THB  CITY 
or  WASHINGTON,  IN  THB  I2TH 
MONTH  OF  1845. 

With  a  cold  and  wintry  noon-light. 

On  its  roofs  and  steeples  shed. 
Shadows  weaving  with  the  sunlight 
From  the  gray  sky  overhead, 
Iroadly,  vaguely,  all  around  me,  lies 
the  half-built  town  outspread. 

Through  this  broad  street,  restless 
ever, 
Ebbs  and  flows  a  human  tide. 
Ware  on  wave  a  living  river ; 
Wealth  and  fiuhion  side  by  side : 
r,  idler,  slave  and  master,  in  tha 
same  quick  cumnt  glide. 


Underneath  jron  dome,  whose  copinf 
Springs  above  them,  vast  and  tall. 
Grave  men  in  the  dust  are  groping 
For  the  lareess,  base  ancTsmall, 
Which  the  hand  of  Power  is  scatteriragt 
crumbs  which  from  its  table  fiuL 

Base  of  heart!    They  vilelv  barter 

Honor's  wealth  for  party  s  place  : 

Step  by^  step  on  Freeaom's  charter 

Leaving  footprints  of  disgrace  ; 

For  to-day's  poor  pittance  turning  from 

the  great  hope  of  their  race. 

Yet,  where  festal  lamps  are  throwing 

Glory  round  the  dancer's  hair, 
Gold-tressed,  like  an  angel's,  flowing 
Backward  on  the  sunset  air : 
And  the  low  quick  pulse  of  music  beatf 
its  measures  sweet  and  rare : 
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There  to-night  shall  woman's  glances, 

Star-like,  welcome  give  to  tnem. 
Fawning  fools  with  shy  advances 
Seek  to  touch  their  garments'  hem, 
With  the  tongue  of  flattery  glozing  deeds 
which  God  and  Truth  condemn. 

From  this  slittering  lie  my  vision 
Takes  a  broader,  sadder  range. 
Full  before  me  have  arisen 
Other  pictures  dark  and  strange ; 
From  the  parlor  to  the  prison  must  the 
scene  and  witness  change. 

Hark  I  the  heavy  gate  isswin^^ng 
On  its  hinges,  harsh  and  slow ; 
One  pale  prison  lamp  is  flinging 
On  a  fearful  group  below 
Such  a  light  as  leaves  to  terror  whatso- 
e'er it  does  not  show. 

Pitying  God  I —  Is  that  a  woman 

On  whose  wrist  the  shackles  dash  ? 
Is  that  shriek  she  utters  human, 
Underneath  the  stinging  lash  ? 
Are  they  men  whose  eyes  of  madness 
ftook  that  sad  procession  flash  ? 

Still  the  dance  goes  gayly  onward  I 
What  is  It  to  Wealth  and  Pride 
That  without  the  stars  are  looking 
On  a  scene  which  earth  should  hide? 
That  the  slave-ship  lies  in  waiting, 
rocking  on  Potomac's  tide  t 

Vainl]^  to  that  mean  Ambition 

Which,  upon  a  rival's  fall. 
Winds  above  its  old  condition, 
With  a  reptile's  slimy  crawl, 
Shall  the  pleading  voice  of  sorrow,  shall 
the  slave  in  anguish  call. 

Vainly  to  the  child  of  Fashion, 

Givins  to  ideal  woe 
Graceful  luxury  of  compassion, 
Shall  the  stncken  mourner  go ; 
Hateful  seems  the  earnest  sorrow,  beau- 
tiful the  hollow  show  I 

Nay,  m^  words  are  all  too  sweeping : 

In  this  crowded  human  mart. 
Feeling  is  not  dead,  but  sleeping : 
Man  sstrong  will  and  woman'sheart, 
la  the  coming  strife  for  Freedom,  yet 
shall  bear  their  generous  part 


And  from  yonder  sunny  vaDem 

Southward  in  the  distance  kmr. 
Freedom  yet  shall  summon  allies 
Worthier  than  the  North  can  boast, 
With  the  Evil  by  their  hearth-stones 
grappling  at  severer  cost. 

Now,  the  soul  alone  is  willing : 

Faint  the  heart  and  weak  the  knee : 
And  as  yet  no  lip  is  thrilling 
Withthemightywords,"BBFREB!" 
Tarrieth  long  the  land's  Good  Angel, 
but  his  advent  is  to  be  I 

Meanwhile,  turning  from  the  revel 

To  the  prison-cell  my  sight. 
For  intenser  hate  of  evil. 
For  a  keener  sense  of  right. 
Shaking  off  tlw  dust,  I  thank  thee,  Cit| 
of  the  Slaves,  to-night  I 

**  To  thy  duty  now  and  ever  I 

Dream  no  more  of  rest  or  stay ; 
Give  to  Freedom's  great  endeavor 
All  thou  Art  and  hast  to-day"  :  — 
Thus,  above  the  city's  murmur,  saith  a 
Voice,  or  seems  to  say. 

Ye  with  heart  and  vision  gifted 
To  discern  and  love  the  right. 
Whose  worn  faces  have  been  lifted 
To  the  slowly-growing  light, 
Where  from  Freedom's  sunnse  drifted 
slowly  back  the  murk  of  night !  •^ 

Ye  who  through  long  years  of  trial 
Still  have  held  jrour  purpose  fast. 
While  a  lengthening  shade  the  dial 
From  the  westerine  sunshine  cast 
And  of  hope  each  hours  denial  seemed 
an  echo  of  the  last  1— 

O  my  brothers  1  O  my  sisters  \ 

Would  to  God  that  ye  were  near. 
Gazing  with  me  down  the  vistas 
Of  a  sorrow  strange  and  drear ; 
Would  to  God  that  ye  were  listeners  l# 
the  Voice  I  seem  to  hear  I 

With  the  storm  above  us  driving. 

With  the  ftilse  earth  mined  below,-' 
Who  shall  marvel  if  thus  striving 
We  have  counted  friend  as  foe ; 
Unto  one  another  giving  in  the  darkne^ 
blow  fior  blow. 


YORKTOW'it 


Wen  it  me^y  be  that  oar  natures 

Have  grown  sterner  and  more  hard. 
And  the  freshness  of  their  features 
Somewhat  harsh  andbattle-scarred, 
And  their  harmonies  of  feeling  over- 
tasked and  rudely  jarred. 

Be  it  sa     It  should  not  swerve  us 
From  a  purpose  true  and  brave ; 
Dearer  Freedom's  rugged  service 
llian  the  pastime  of  the  slave ; 
Better  is  the  storm  above  it  than  the 
quiet  of  the  grave. 

I>t  OS  then,  uniting,  bury 

An  our  idle  feuds  in  dust. 
And  to  future  conflicts  carry 
Mutual  faith  and  common  trust ;  ^ 
Always  he  who  most  forgiveth  in  his 
brodier  is  most  just 

From  the  eternal  shadow  rounding 

All  our  sun  and  starlight  here. 
Voices  of  our  lost  ones  sounding 
Bid  us  be  of  heart  and  cheer. 
Through  the  silence,  down  the  spaces, 
ailing  OQ  the  mward  ear. 

Know  we  not  oar  dead  are  looking 

Downward  with  a  sad  surprise, 
All  our  strife  of  words  rebukmg 
With  their  mild  and  loving  eyes  ? 
5haQ  we  grieve  the  holy  angels  ?   Shall 
we  cloud  their  blessed  skies  ? 

Let  OS  draw  their  mantles  o'er  us 
Which  have  fidlcn  in  our  way ; 
7..et  us  do  the  work  before  us, 
Cheerly,  bravely,  while  we  may, 
!Kre  the  long  night-silence  comedit  and 
with  us  it  is  not  day  1 


LIN£S» 


y»>M  A 


LBTTBR  TO  A  YOUNG  CLKRI' 
CAL    ntlBND. 


A  sTRKNCTH  Thv  servioe  cannot  tire, — 
A  iaith  which  doubt  can  never  dim,  — 

A  heart  of  love,  a  lip  of  fire,  — 
O  Freedom's  God  I  be  thou  to  himl 


Speak  through  him  words  of  power  and 
fear, 

As  through  thy  prophet  bards  of  old. 
And  let  a  scornful  people  hear 

Once  more  thy  Smai -thunders  rolled* 

For  lying  lips  thv  blessing  seek. 
And  handsof  blood  are  raised  toThee, 

And  on  thy  children,  crushed  and  weak, 
The  oppressor  plants  his  kneelinf 
knee. 

Let  then,  O  God  I  thy  servant  dare 
Thy  truth  in  all  its  power  to  tell. 

Unmask  the  priestly  thieves,  and  tear 
The  Bible  from  the  grasp  of  hell  I 

From  hollow  rite  and  narrow  span 
Of  law  and  sect  by  Thee  released, 

O,  teach  him  that  the  Christian  man 
Is  holier  than  the  Jewish  priesL 

Chase  back  the  shadows,  sray  and  old. 
Of  the  dead  ages,  from  his  way. 

And  let  his  hopeful  eyes  behold 
The  dawn  ot  thy  millennial  day ;  — 

That  dav  when  fettered  limb  and  mind 
Shall  know  the  truth  which  maketh 
free. 
And  he  alone  who  loves  his  kind 
Shall,  childlike,  claim  the  love  of 
Theel 


YORKTOWN." 

From  Yorktown's  rains,  ranked  and 

still. 
Two  lines  stretch  far  o'er  vale  and  hill : 
Who  curbs  his  steed  at  head  of  one  ? 
Hark  !  the  low  murmur :  Washington ! 
Who  bends  his  keen,  approving j^nce 
Wheredown  the  gorgeous  line  of  France 
Shin9  knightly  star  and  plume  of  snow? 
Thou  too  art  victor,  Rocharabeau  I 

The  earth  which  bears  this  calm  array 
Shook  with  the  war-charge  yesterday, 
Ploughed  deep  with  hurrying  hoof  and 

wheel. 
Shot-sown  and  bladed  thick  with  steel ; 
October's  clear  and  noonday  sun 
Paled  in  the  breath-smoke  of  the  gun 
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And  down  night*s  double  blackness  fell, 
Like  a  drop^»d  star,  the  blazing  shell. 

Now  all  is  hushed  :  the  gleaming  lines 
Stand    moveless   as  the    neighboring 

pines : 
Wliile  through  them,  sullen,  grim,  and 

slow. 
The  conquered  hosts  of  England  go : 
O'Hara's  brow  belies  his  dress, 
Uay  Tarleton's  troop  rides  banner! ess : 
Shout,  from  thv  fired  and  wasted  hom«a, 
Thy  scourge,  Viiginia,  captive  comes  I 

Nor  thou  alone  :  with  one  glad  voioe 
Let  all  thy  sister  States  rejoice  ; 
Let  Freedom,  in  whatever  dime 
She  vtraits  with  sleepless  eye  her  time. 
Shouting  firom  cave  and  mountain  wood 
Make  guid  her  desert  solitude. 
While  they  who  hunt  her  quail  with 

fear; 
The  New  World's  chain  lies  broken 

here! 


But  who  are  they,  who,  cowering,  wait 
Within  the  shattered  fortress  gate  ? 
Dark  tillers  of  Virginia's  soil. 
Classed  with  the  battle's  common  spoil. 
With  household  stuffs,  and  fowl,  and 

swine. 
With  Indian  weed  and  planters*  wine. 
With  stolen  beeves,  and  foraged  com, — 
Are  they  not  men,  Viiginian  bora  ? 

O,  veil  your  faces,  young  and  brave  I 
Bleep,  Scammel,  in  thy  soldier  grave  I 
Sons  of  the  Northland,  ye  who  set 
Stout  hearts  ag^ainst  the  bayonet. 
And  pressed  with  steady  footfall  near 
The  moated  battery's  blazing  tier,  ^ 
Turn  your  scarred  faces  from  the  sight. 
Let  shame  do  homage  to  the  right  I 

Lo  I  threescore  years  have  passed :  and 

where^ 
The  Gallic  timbrel  stirred  the  air. 
With  Northern  drum-roll,  and  the  clear. 
Wild  horn-blow  of  the  mountaineer, 
While  Britain  grounded  on  that  plain 
The  arms  she  might  not  UA  again, 
As  abject  as  in  tluit  old  day 
Wm  al^vit  tftill  toils  his  life  away. 


O.  fields  still  ^en  and  fi«sh  in  story. 
Old  days  of  pnde,  old  names  of  glory. 
Old  marvels  of  the  tongue  and  pen. 
Old  thoughts  which  stirred  the  hearts  ok 

men. 
Ye  spared  the  wrong  ;  and  over  all 
Behold  the  avenging  shadow  fidl  I 
Your  world-wide  honor  stained  with 

shame,  — 
Your  freedom's  self  a  hollow  name  ! 

Where  's  now  the  flag  of  that  old  war? 
Where  flows  its  stripe  ?    Where  bum 

its  star  ? 
Bear  witness,  Palo  Alto's  day. 
Dark  Vale  of  Palms,  red  Monterey, 
Where    Mexic   Freedom,   young  and 

weak, 
Fleshes  the  Northero  eagle's  beak  : 
Symbol  of  terror  and  despair,  ^ 
Of  chains  and  slaves,  go  seek  it  there  1 

Laugh,  Prussia,  midst  thy  iron  ranks  I 
Laugh,  Russia,  finom  thy  Neva's  banks  1 
Brave  sport  to  see  the  fledgling  bom 
Of  Freedom  by  its  parent  torn  I 
Safe  now  is  Speilbeiv's  dungeon  cell. 
Safe  drear  Siberia's  frozen  hell : 
With  Slavery's  flag  o'er  Wh  unrolled. 
What  of  the  New  World  fears  the  Old? 


LINES, 


WRITTSN  IN  THB  BOOK   OP  A  FRtKND. 

On  page  of  thine  I  cannot  trace 

The    cold    and     heartless     commoa 

place, — 
A  statue's  fixed  and  marble  grace. 

For  ever  as  these  lines  I  penned, 
.Still  with  the  thought  of  tnee  will  blend 
That   of   some    loved    and   commoo 
friend,— 

Who  in  life's  desert  track  has  made 
His  pilgrim  tent  with  mine,  or  strayed 
Beneatn  the  same  remembered  shade. 

And  hence  my  pen  unfettered  moves 
In  freedom  wHich  the  heart^approvej,  — 
The  negligence  which  friencUnip  1o«m 
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And  wUt  thou  piize  mj  poor  gift  leas 

For  simple  air  and  rxistic  dress, 

And  sign  of  haste  and  carelessness  ?  — 

O,  more  than  specious  counterieit 

<)f  sentiment  or  studied  wit, 

A  heart  like  thine  should  value  it. 

Yet  half  I  fear  mv  gift  will  be 
Unto  thy  book,  if  not  to  thee, 
Of  more  than  doubtful  courtesy. 

A  banished  name  iirom  feshion's  sphere, 
A  lay  unheard  of  Beauty's  ear. 
Forbid,    disowned,  —  what    do    they 
here?  — 

X/pon  my  ear  not  all  in  vain 

<  'ame  the  sad  captive'sdanking  chain,— 

l*be  groaning  from  his  bed  of  pain. 

And  sadder  still,  I  saw  the  woe 
Which  only  wounded  spirits  know 
0'hen    Pnde's   strong  footsteps    o'er 
them  go. 

Spumed  not  alone  in  walks  abroad. 
But  from  the  "  temples  of  the  Lord  " 
7  hnist  out  apart,  lilce  things  abhorred. 

1  >eep  as  I  felt,  and  stern  and  strong. 
In  mords  which  Prudence  smothered 

long. 
My  soul  spoke  out  against  the  wrong ; 

Uot  mine  alone  the  cask  to  speak 
<)f  comfort  to  the  poor  and  weak. 
And  dry  the  tear  on  Sorrow's  cheek : 

^t,  mingled  in  the  conflict  warm, 
To  pour  tne  fiery  breath  of  storm 
rhrough  the  hanh  trumpet  of  Reform  ; 

To  brave  Opinion's  settled  frown. 
From  ermined  robe  and  saintly  gown. 
While  wresUingreverenced  Error  down. 

Founts  gushed  beside  my  pilgrim  way. 
Cool  shadows  on  the  ereensward  lay, 
Flowers  swung  upon  the  bending  spray. 

And,  broad  and  bright,  on  either  hand. 
Stretcher  4ie  green  slopes  of  Fairy-land, 
V}*b  >^OM*s  etonal  sunbow  spuuied ; 


Whence  voices  called  me  like  the  flov , 
Which  on  the  listener's  ear  will  grow* 
Of  forest  streamlets  soft  and  lew. 

And  gentle  eyes,  which  still  retain 
Their  picture  on  the  heart  and  brain. 
Smiled,  beckoning  from  that  path  cA 
pain. 

In  vain  I  —  nor  dream,  nor  rest,  nor 

pause 
Remam  for  him  who  round  him  draws 
The  battered  mail  of  Freedom's  cause. 

From    youthful    hopes,  —  from    each 

green  spot 
Of  young  Romance,  and  gentle  Thought, 
Where  stonn  and  tumult  enter  not,  — 

From  each  fiiir  altar,  where  belong 
The  offerings  Love  requires  of  Song 
In  homage  to  her  bright-eyed  throng,  — 

With  soul  and  strength,  with  heart  and 

hand, 
I  turned  to  Freedom's  struggling  band,— 
To  the  sad  Helots  of  our  land 

What  marvel  then  that  Fame  should 

turn 
Hernotcs  of  praise  to  those  of  scorn,  — 
Her  gifts  reclaimed,  —  her  smiles  with- 
drawn ? 

What  matters  it  I  —  a  few  years  more. 
Life's  surge  so  restless  heretofore 
Shall  break  upon  the  unknown  shore  I 

In  that  fiar  land  shall  disappear 

I'he  shadows  which  we  follow  here,  — 

The  mist-wreaths  of  our  atmosphere  f 

Before  no  work  of  mortal  hand. 
Of  human  will  or  strength  expand 
The  pearl  gates  of  the  Better  Land ; 

Alone  in  that  great  love  which  gave 
Life  to  the  sleeper  of  the  grave, 
Resteth  the  power  to  "  seek  and  save." 

Yet,  if  the  spirit  gazing  through 

The  vista  of^the  past  can  view 

One  deed  to  Heaven  abd  vinue  tnuk  ■* 
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If  through  the  wreck  of  wasted  powers, 
Of  garlands   wreathed   from     Folly's 

bowers, 
Of  idle  aims  and  misspent  hours,  — 

The  eye  can  note  one  sacred  spot 
By  Pride  and  Self  profaned  not,  — 
A  green  place  in  the  waste  of  thought , — 

Where  deed  or  word  hath  rendered  less 
"The  sum  of  human  wretchedness," 
And  Gratitude  looks  forth  to  bless,  — 

The  simple  burst  of  tenderest  feeling 
From  saa  hearts  worn  by  evil-dealing, 
For  blessing  on  the  hand  of  healing,  — 

Better  than  Glory*s  pomp  will  be 
That  green  and  blessed  spot  to  me,  — 
A  palm-shade  in  Eternity  1  — 

Something;  of  Time  which  may  invttd 
The  punned  and  spiritual  sight 
To  rest  on  with  a  calm  delight. 

And  when  the  summer   winds   shall 

sweep 
With  their  light  wings  my  place  ot  sleep, 
Andmussesround  my  headstone  creep, — 

If  still,  as  Freedom's  rallying  sign, 
Upon  the  voung  heart's  altars  shine 
The  very  nres  they  caught  from  mine,  — 

If  words  my  lips  once  uttered  still. 
In  the  calm  faith  and  steadfast  will 
Of  other  hearts,  their  work  fulfil,  — 

Perchance  with  joy  the  soul  may  learn 
These  tokens,  and  its  eye  discern 
The  fires  which  on  those  altars  bum,  — 

A  marvellous  joy  that  even  then, 

The  spirit  hatli  its  life  again, 

In  the  strong  hearts  of  mortal  men. 

Take,  lady,  then,  the  eift  I  bring. 

No  gay  and  graceful  ottering,  — 

No  flower-smile  of  the  laughing  spring. 

Midst  the  green  buds  of  Youth's  fresh 

May, 
With  Fancy's  leaf-enwoven  bay. 
My  sad  und  sombre  gift  I  lay. 


And  if  it  deepens  in  thy  mind 

A  sense  of  suffering  human-kind,  — • 

The  outcast  and  the  spirit-blind  : 

Oppressed  and  spoiled  on  every  side^ 
By  Prejudice,  and  Scorn,  and  Pride, 
Life's  common  courtesies  denied  ; 

Sad  mothers  mourning  o'er  their  trust 
Children  by  want  and  misery  nursed. 
Tasting  life's  bitter  cup  at  first ; 

If  to  their  strong  appeals  which  com* 
From  fireless  hearth,  and  crowded  roon^ 
And  the  close  alley's  noisome  gloom,  •  - 

Though  dark  the  hands  upraised  to  XhnA 

In  mute  beseeching  agony. 

Thou  lend'st  thy  woman's  sympathy,  •* 

Not  vainly  on  thy  eentle  shrine. 
Where  Love,  and  Mirth,  and  FrieiK* 

ship  twine 
Their  vaned  gifla,  I  offer  mine. 


PiEAN. 
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Now,  joy  and  thanks  forevermore  I 
The  dreary  night  has  weUnigh  passed 

The  slumbers  of  the  North  are  o'er,  - 
The  Giant  stands  erect  at  last ! 

More  than  we  hoped  in  that  dark  tum.^ 
When,  faint  with  watching,  few  arjt 
worn, 

We  saw  no  welcome  day-star  dimb 
The  cold  gray  pathway  of  the  mom  J 

O  weary  hours  I  O  night  of  years ! 
What  storms  our  darkling  pathway 
swept. 
Where,  beating  back   our   thronging 
fears. 
By  Faith  alone  our  march  we  kept 

How  jeered  the  scoffing  crowd  behind. 
How  mocked  before  the  tyriuit  traitw 

As,  one  by  one,  the  true  ana  kind 
Fell  fainting  in  our  path  of  pain  I 

They  died,  —  their  brave  hearts  breaW 
ing  slow,  — 
But,  self-foigetfiil  to  the  las^ 
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im  words  of  cheer  and  bi^Ie  blow 
Their   breaih    apon    the    darkness 
passed. 

A  mighty  host,  on  either  hand, 
SttK>d  waiting  for  ihe  dawn  of  dav 

To  crash  like  reeds  our  feeble  band ; 
The  mom  has  come,  —  and  where 
are  they  ? 

Troop  after  troop  their  line  forsakes  : 
With  peace-white   banners   waving 
free. 

And  firom  our  own  the  glad  shout  breaks, 
Of  Freedom  and  Fraternity  I 

Like  mist  before  the  growing  light. 
The  hostile  cohorts  melt  away  ; 

Our  frowning  foemen  of  the  ni^ht 
Are  brothers  at  the  dawn  ofday  I 

S%  unto  these  repentant  ones 
We  open  wide  our  toil -worn  ranks, 

Mong  our  line  a  murmur  runs 
Of  song,  and  praise,  and  grateful 
thanks. 

fioond  for  the  onset  i  —  Blast  on  blast  I 
Till  Slavery's  minions  cower  and 
quail : 

Oi.e  charge  of  fire  shall  drive  them  fast 
Like  chaff  before  our  Northern  gale  ! 

O  prisoners  in  your  house  of  pain. 
Dumb,  toiling  millions,  bound  and 
sold, 
Look  I  stretched  o*er  Southern  vale  and 
plain. 
The  Lord's  delivering  hand  behold  I 

Above  the  tyrant's  pride  of  power, 
His  iron  gates  and  guarded  wall. 

The   bolts   which   shattered  Shinar's 
tower 
Hang,  smoking,  for  a  fiercer  falL 

Awake !  awake  !  my  Fatherland  I 
It  is  thy  Northern  light  that  shines ; 

rhis  stimng  march  of  Freedom's  band 
The  storm-song ofthy  mountain  pines. 

f^ake,  dwellers  where  the  day  expires  I 
And  hear,  in  winds  that  sweep  your 
lakes 

|nd  fan  your  prairies*  roaring  fires. 
The  signal-call  that  Freedom  makes  I 
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Gone  to  thy  Heavenly  Father's  rest  f 

The  flowers  of  Eden  round  thee  blow- 
>ng, 
And  on  tnine  ear  the  murmurs  blest 

Of  Siloa's  waters  softly  flowing  ! 
Beneath  that  Tree  of  Life  which  gives 
To  all  the  earth  its  healing  leaves 
In  the  white  robe  of  angels*  clad. 

And  wandering  by  that  sacred  river, 
Whose  streams  of  holiness  make  glad 

The  city  of  our  God  forever  I 

Gentlest  of  spirits !  —  not  for  thee 

Ourtears  are  shed, our  sighsare  given' 
Why  mourn  to  know  thou  art  a  free 

Partaker  of  the  joys  of  Heaven  ? 
Finished  thy  work,  and  kept  thv  Saith 
In  Christian  firmness  unto  death ; 
And  beautiful  as  sky  and  earth, 

When  autumn's  sun   is   downward 
going 
The  blessed  memory  of  thv  worth 

Around  thy  place  of  slumber  glowing  \ 

But  woe  for  us  I  who  linger  still 

With  feebler  strength  and  hearts  less 
lowly, 
And  minds  less  steadfast  to  the  will 

Of  Him  whose  every  work  is  holy. 
For  not  like  thine,  is  crucified 
The  spirit  of  our  human  pride  : 
And  at  the  bondman's  tale  of  woe, 

And  for  the  outcast  and  forsaken. 
Not  warm  like  thine,  but  cold  and  slow, 

Our  weaker  sympathies  awaken. 

Darkly  upon  our  strugglinfi^  way 

lliestorm  of  human  hate  is  sweeping; 
Hunted  and  branded,  and  a  prey, 

Our  n^atch  amidst  the  darkness  keep- 
ing.   . 
O  for  that  hidden  strength  which  can 
Nerve  unto  death  the  inner  man  1 
O  for  thy  spirit,  tried  and  true. 

And  constant  in  the  hour  of  trial. 
Prepared  to  suffer,  or  to  do, 

In  meekness  and  in  self-denial. 

O  for  that  spirit,  meek  and  mild, 
Derided,  spumed,  yet  uncomplain- 
ing,— 
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By  man  deserted  and  reviled,  ^ 

Yet  faithful  to  its  trust  remaining. 
Still  prompt  and  resolute  to  save 
FrorascouTgcandchain  the  hunted  slave: 
Unwavering  in  the  Tnith's  defence, 
Even  where  the  fires  of  Hate  were 
burning. 
The  unquailing  eye  of  innocence 
Alone  upon  the  oppressor  turning  I 

O  loved  of  thousands  I  to  thy  grave, 
Sorrowing  of  hevt,  thy  brethren  bore 

thee. 
The  poor  man  and  the  rescued  slave 

Wept  as  the  broken  earth  closed  o'er 
thee; 
And  grateful  tears,  like  summer  rain. 
Quickened  its  dying  grass  af^ain  I 
And  there,  as  to  some  pilgnm -shrine, 

Shall  come  the  outcast  and  the  lowly, 
Ofgentle  deeds  and  words  of  thine 

Kecalling  memories  sweet  and  holy  1 

O  for  the  death  the  righteous  die  I 

An  end,  like  autumn's  day  declining, 
On  human  hearts,  as  on  the  sky, 

With  holier,  tenderer  beauty  shining ; 
As  to  the  partimr  soul  were  given 
The  radiance  of  an  opening  Heaven  f 
As  if  that  pure  and  blessed  light. 

From  on  the  Eternal  altar  flowing, 
Were  bathing,  in  its  upward  flight, 

The  spirit  to  its  worship  going  I 


TO    A     SOUTHERN     STATES- 
MAN. 

1846. 

Is  this  thy  voice,  whose  treble  notes  of 

fear 
Wail  in  the  wind?     And  dost  thou 

shake  to  hear, 
Actaeun-like,   the  bay  of  thine   own 

hounds, 
Spuming  the  leash,  and  leaping  o'er 

their  bounds  ? 
Sore-baffled  statesman  I  when  thy  eager 

hand. 
With  game  afoot,  unslipped  the  hungry 

pack, 
To  hunt  down  Freedom  in  her  chosen 

land. 


Hadst   thou   no   fear,    that,   erelong, 

doubling  back. 
These  dogs  of  thine  might  snuff  on 

Slavery's  track? 
Where's  now  the  boast,  which  even 

thy  guarded  tongue, 
Cold,  calm,  and  proud,  in  the  teeth  o' 

the  Senate  flung, 
O'er  the  fulfilment  of  thy  baleful  plan, 
Like  Satan's    triumph  at  the  tall  of 

man? 
How  stood'st  thou  then,  thy  feet  o« 

Freedom  planting. 
And  pointing  to  the  lund  heaven  alar. 
Whence    all   could   see,   through  tb# 

south  windows  slanting. 
Crimson  as  blood,  the  beams  of  th:/. 

Lone  Star  I 
The  Fates  are  just ;  they  give  us  b'i> 

our  own  ; 
Nemesis  ripens  what  our  hands  ha\  # 

sown. 
There  is  an  Elastem  story,  not unknowi*. 
Doubtless,  to  thee,  of  one  whose  magit' 

skill 
Called  demons  up  his  water-jars  to  fill ; 
Deftly  and  silently,  they  did  his  will. 
But,  when  the  task  was  done,  kexA 

pouring  still. 
In  vain  with  spell  and  chann  the  wi 

ard  wrought. 
Faster  and  faster  were   the   buckeft 

brought, 
Hieherand  higher  rose  the  flood  aroanf\ 
Till  the  fienflb   clapped   their   hauNC, 

above  their  master  drowned  I 
So,  Carolinian,  it  may  prove  with  thri. 
For  God  still  overrules  man's  scheme^ 

and  takes 
Craftiness   in   its  self-set  snare,  at'd 

makes 
The  wrath  of  man  to  praise  Him.    Xt 

may  be. 
That  the  roused  spirits  of  Democracy 
May  leave  to  freer  States  the  sane 

wide  door 
Through  which  thy  slave-cursed  Texfta 

entered  in. 
From  out  the  blood  and  fire,  the  wrorg 

and  sin. 
Of  the  stormed  city  and  the  ghastly 

plain. 
Beat  by  hot  hail,  and  wet  with  bloody 

rain. 
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-;  mynad -handed  Aztec  hose  may  pour, 
And  swarthy  South  with  pallid  North 

combine 
Back  on  thyself  to  turn  thy  dark  design 


LINES, 

WRITTEM  ON  THB  ADOPTION  OF 
PINCKNBY's  RESOLirriONS,  IN  THB 
HOUSE  OF  REPRBSBNTATIVSS,  AND 
THE  PASSAGE  OF  CALHOUN's  *'BILL 
FO't  BXCL170ING  PAPERS  WRITTEN 
OR  PRINTED,  TOUCHING  THE  SUB- 
JECT OF  SLAVERY  FROM  THE  U.  S. 
POST-OFFICE,"  IN  THE  SENATE  OF 
THB   UNITED  STATES. 

Men  of  the  North-land  I  where 's  the 
manly  spirit 
Of  the    true-hearted   and   the    un- 
shackled gone? 
Sons  of  old  freemen,  do  we  but  inherit 
Their  names  alone  ? 

Is   the   old    Pilgrim  spirit  quenched 
within  us, 
Stoops  the  strong  manhood  of  our 
souls  so  low, 
rhat  Mammon's  lure  or  Party's  wile 
can  win  us 

To  silence  now  ? 

Mow,  when  our  land  to  ruin's  brink  is 
verging. 
In  God^s  name,  let  us  speak  while 
there  is  time  I 
Now,  when  the  padlocks  for  our  lips 
are  foiging, 

Silence  is  crime  I 

What !  shall  we  henceforth  humbly  ask 
as  favors 
Rights  all  our  own?     In  madness 
shall  we  barter, 
For   treacherous   peace,   the  freedom 
Nature  gave  us, 

God  and  our  charter  ? 

[ftrt  shall  the  statesman  forge  his  hu- 
man fetters, 
Herethe^se jurist  human  rightsdeny. 
And,  in  the  church,  their  proud  and 
•killed  abettors 

Make  truth  a  lie? 


Torture  the  pages  of  tlw  nallowed  Bi- 
ble. 
To  sanction  crime,  and  robbery,  and 
blood  ? 
AnO,  in  Oppression's  hateful  service, 
libel 

Both  man  and  God? 

Shall  our  New  England  stand  erect  no 
longer, 
But  stoop  in  chains  upon  her  down- 
ward way. 
Thicker  to  gather  on  her  limbs  and 
stronger 

Day  after  day? 

O   no;    raethinks  hotn  all  her  wild, 
green  mountains,  — 
From  valleys  where  her  slumbering 
fathers  lie,  — 
From  her  blue  rivers  and  her  weiiing 
fountains, 

And  clear,  cm<i  sky,  — 

From  her  rough  coast,  and  isles,  which 
hungry  Ocean 
Gnaws  with  his  surges, — from  the 
fisher's  skiff, 
With  white  sail  swaying  to  the  billow?' 
motion 

Round  rock  and  clifli — 

From  the  free  fireside  of  her  unbouqht 
farmer,  — 
From  her  free  laborer  at  his  loom  and 
wheel,  — 
From  the  brown  smith-shop,  where, 
beneath  the  hammer. 

Rings  the  red  steel,  — 

From  each  and  all,  if  God  hath  not 
forsaken 
Our  land,   and  lefl   us  to   an   evil 
choice, 
Loud  as  the  summer  thunderbolt  shaJi 
waken 

A  People's  voice 

Startling    and    stem !     the    Northero 
wmds  shall  bear  it 
Over  Potomac's  to  St.  Mary's  wave, 
And  buried  Freedom  shall  awake  U 
hear  it 

Within  her  grave. 
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0,  let  that  voice  go  forth  !    The  bond- 
man sighing 
By  Santee  s  wave,  in  Mississippi's 
cane, 
Shall  feel  the  hope,  within  his  bosom 
dyin&  , 

Revive  again. 

Let  it  go  forth  I    The  millions  who  are 
gazing 
Sadly  upon  us  from  afar,  shall  smile. 
And  unto  God  devout    thanksgiving 
raising, 

Bless  us  the  while. 

O  for  vour  ancient  freedom,  pure  and 
holy, 
For  the  deliverance  of  a  groaning 
earth, 
For   the  wronged    captive,    bleeding, 
crushed,  and  lowly, 

Let  it  go  forth  I 

Sons  of  the  best  of  fathers  I  will  ye 
&lter 
With  all  they  left  ye  perilled  and  at 
stake? 
Ho!   once  again  on   Freedom's  holy 
altar 

The  fire  awake  I 

Prayer-strengthened  for  th«  trial,  come 
together, 
Put  on  the  harness  for  the  moral 
fijjht, 
And,  with  the  blessing  oi  your  Heav- 
enly Father, 

Maintain  the  right  ! 


THE  CURSE  OF   THE    CHAR- 
TER-BREAKURS." 

In  Westminster's  royal  halls, 
Robed  in  their  pontificaKs 
England's  ancient  prelates  stood 
For  the  people's  right  and  good. 

Closec*  around  the  waiting  crowd. 
Dark  rnd  still,  like  winter's  cloud  ; 
King  nnd  council,  lord  and  knight, 
Squirr  and  yeomm,  stood  in  sight*  — ' 


Stood  to  hear  the  priest  rehearse. 
In  God's  name,  the  Church's  curse. 
By  the  tapecs  round  them  lit. 
Slowly,  sternly  uttering  it. 

"  Right  of  voice  in  framing  laws, 
Right  of  peers  to  try  each  cause  ; 
Peasant  homestead,  mean  and  small, 
Sacred  as  the  monarch's  hall,  — 

"  Whoso  lays  his  hand  on  these, 
England's  ancient  liberties,  — 
Whoso  breaks,  by  word  or  deed, 
England's  vow  at  Runnymede,  — 

*'  Be  he  Prince  or  belted  knight, 
Whatsoe'er  his  rank  or  might,  - 
If  the  highest,  then  the  worst. 
Let  him  uve  and  die  accursed. 

"  Thou,  who  to  thy  Church  hast  giv«A 
Keys  alike,  of  hell  and  heaven. 
Make  our  word  and  witness  sure. 
Let  the  curse  we  speak  endure  I " 

Silent,  while  that  curse  was  said, 
Every  bare  and  listening  head 
Bowed  in  reverent  awe,  and  then 
All  the  people  said,  Amen  i 

Sev«n  times  the  bells  have  tolled. 
For  the  centuries  gray  and  old, 
Since  that  stoled  and  mitred  band 
Cursed  the  tyrants  of  their  land. 

Since  the  priesthood,  like  a  tower. 
Stood  between  the  poor  and  powei  : 
And  the  wronged  and  trodden  down 
Blessed  the  abbot's  shaven  crown. 

Gone,  thank  God,  their  wizard  spell. 
Lost,  their  keys  of  heaven  and  hell ; 
Yet  I  sigh  for  men  as  bold 
As  those  bearded  priests  of  old. 

Now,  too  oft  the  priesthood  wait 
At  the  threshold  of  the  state,  — 
Waiting  for  the  beck  and  nod 
Of  its  power  as  law  and  God. 

Fraud  exults,  while  solemn  words 
Sanctify  his  stolen  hoards ; 
Slaverv  laughs,  while  ghostly  lips 
Bless  his  manacles  and  whips. 


J 


THE  SLA  VES  OF  MARTINIQUE. 


VI 


Not  OD  them  the  poor  rely, 

NoC  to  them  looks  liberty, 

"Who  with  Owning  falsehood  cower 

Xothe  wrong,  when  clothed  wuh  power. 

O,  to  see  them  meanly  cling, 
Round  the  master,  round  the  king, 
Sported  with,  and  sold  and  bought,  — 
Pltifulkr  sight  is  not  I 

Ten  me  not  that  this  must  be : 
God's  true  priest  is  always  free  ; 
Free,  the  needed  truth  to  speak, 
Right  the  wronged,  and  raise  the  weak. 

Not  to  &wn  on  wealth  and  state, 
Leaving  Lazarus  at  the  gate,  — 
Not  to  peddle  creeds  like  wares,  — 
Not  to  mutter  hireling  prayers,  — * 

Nor  to  paint  the  new  life's  bliss 
On  the  sable  ground  of  this,  — 
Gcdden  streets  for  idle  knave. 
Sabbath  rest  for  weary  slave  I 

Not  for  words  and  works  like  these. 
Priest  of  God,  thy  mission  is  ; 
But  to  make  earth's  desert  glad, 
la  its  Eden  greenness  clad  ; 


And  to  level  manhood  bring 
Lord  and  peasant,  serf  and  king ; 
And  the  Christ  of  God  to  find 
In  the  humblest  of  thy  kind  I 

Thine  to  work  as  well  as  pray. 
Clearing  thorny  wrongs  away  ; 
Pluckine  up  the  wee£  of  s:n. 
Letting  heaven's  warm  sunsliine  in,- 

Watching  on  the  hills  of  Faith ; 
Listening;  what  the  spirit  saith, 
Of  the  dim-seen  light  a&r, 
Growing  like  a  nearing  star. 

God's  interpreter  art  thou, 
To  the  waiting  ones  below ; 
'Twixt  them  and  its  lieht  midway 
Heralding  the  better  day,  — 

Catching  gleams  of  temple  spires, 
Hearing  notes  of  angel  choirs, 
Where,  as  yet  unseen  of  them, 
Comes  the  New  Jerusalem  1 

Like  the  seerof  Patmos  gazing, 
On  the  glor^  downward  blazing  ; 
Till  upon  Earth's  grateful  sod 
Rests  the  City  of  our  God  ( 


THE  SLAVES  OF  MARTINIQUE. 

SDOGBSTED  BY  A  DAGUERREOTYPE  FROM  A   FRENCH   BNGRAVINCk 

Beams  of  noon,  like  burning  lances,  throueh  the  tree-tops  flash  and  glisttn* 
As  she  stands  before  her  lover,  with  raised  face  to  look  and  listen. 

Dark,  but  comely,  like  the  maiden  in  the  ancient  Jewish  song : 
Scarcely  has  the  toil  of  task-fields  done  her  graceful  beauty  wrong. 

He,  the  strong  one  and  the  manly,  with  the  vassal's  garb  and  hue, 
Holding  still  his  spirit's  binhright,  to  his  higher  nature  true ; 

Hiding  deep  the  strengthening  purpose  of  a  freeman  in  his  heart. 
As  the  greegree  holds  his  Feticn  from  the  white  man's  gaze  apart 

Ever  foremost  of  his  comrades,  when  the  driver's  morning  horn 
Calls  away  to  stifling  mill-bouse,  to  the  fields  of  cane  and  corn  : 

Fall  the  keen  and  burning  lashes  never  on  his  back  or  limb  ; 
Scarce  with  look  or  word  of  censure,  turns  the  driver  unto  htm. 
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98  VOICES  OF  freedom: 

Y«t,  his  brow  is  always  thoachtful,  and  his  eye  is  hard  and  stem ; 
Slavery's  last  and  humblest  lessoo  he  has  never  deigned  to  learn. 

And,  at  evening,  when  his  comrades  dance  before  their  master's  door. 
Folding  arms  and  knitting  forehead,  stands  he  silent  evermore. 

God  be  praised  for  every  instinct  which  rebels  against  a  lot 

Where  tne  brute  survives  the  human,  and  man's  upright  form  is  not  1 

As  the  serpent-like  bcjuco  winds  his  spiral  fold  on  fold 
Round  the  tall  and  stately  ceiba,  till  it  withers  in  his  hold ;  — 

Slow  decays  the  forest  monarch,  closer  ^rds  the  fell  embrace. 
Till  the  tree  is  seen  no  longer,  and  the  vme  is  in  its  place,  — 

So  a  base  and  bestial  nature  round  the  vassal's  manhood  twines, 
And  the  spirit  wastes  beneath  it,  like  the  ceiba  choked  with  vineiL 

God  is  Love,  saith  the  Evangel ;  and  our  world  of  woe  and  sin 
Is  made  light  and  happy  only  when  a  Love  is  shining  in. 

Ye  whose  lives  are  free  as  sunshine,  finding,  whereso'er  ye  toani. 
Smiles  of  welcome,  looks  of  kindness,  makmg  all  the  world  like  ni 

In  the  veins  of  whose  affections  kindred  blood  is  but  a  part. 
Of  one  kindly  current  throbbing  firom  the  universal  heart ; 

Can  ye  know  the  deeper  meaning^  of  a  love  in  Slavery  nursed, 
Last  flower  of  a  lost  Eden,  bloommg  in  that  Soil  accursed  ? 

Love  of  Home,  and  Love  of  Woman  1  — dear  to  all,  but  doubly  dear 
To  the  heart  whose  pulses  elsewhere  measure  only  hate  and  fear. 

All  around  the  desert  circles,  underneath  a  brazen  sky, 
Only  one  green  spot  remaining  where  the  dew  is  never  dry' 

From  the  horror  of  that  desert,  firom  its  atmosphere  of  he\ 
Turns  the  fainting  spirit  thither,  as  the  diver  seeks  his  belL 

*T  is  the  fervid  tropic  noontime ;  faint  and  low  the  sea-waves  beat ; 
Hazy  rise  the  inland  mountains  through  the  glimmer  of  the  heat,  — 

Where,  through  mingled  leaves  and  blossoms,  arrowy  sunbeams  flash  ana  [^isi« 
Speaks  lier  lover  to  tne  slave  girl,  and  she  lifts  her  head  to  listen  :  "- 

"  We  shall  live  as  slaves  no  longer  I    Freedom's  hour  is  close  at  hand  I 
Rocks  her  bark  upon  the  waters,  rests  the  boat  upon  the  strand  I 

**  I  have  seen  the  Haytien  Captain  ;  I  have  seen  his  swarthy  crew. 
Haters  of  the  pallid  faces,  to  their  race  and  color  true. 

"  Thev  have  sworn  to  wait  our  coming  till  the  night  has  passed  its  . 
And  tne  gray  and  darkening  waters  roll  above  the  sunken  moon  1 " 


THE  CRISIS. 


0  the  blessed  hope  of  freedom !  how  with  joy  and  f^aA  miipriac. 
For  an  instant  throbs  her  bosom,  for  an  instant  beam  her  eyes  1 

But  she  looks  across  the  valley,  where  her  mother's  hut  is  seen. 
Through  the  snowy  bloom  of  coffee,  and  the  lemon-leaves  so  green. 

And  she  answers,  sad  and  earnest :  **  It  were  wrong  for  thee  to  stay ; 
God  hath  heard  thy  prayer  for  freedom,  and  his  finger  points  the  way. 

"  Well  I  know  with  what  endurance,  for  the  sake  of  roe  and  mine. 
Thou  hast  borne  too  long  a  burden  never  meant  for  souls  like  thine. 

"  Go;  and  at  the  hour  of  midnight,  when  our  last  farewell  is  o*er, 
Knecling  on  our  place  of  parting,  I  will  bless  thee  from  the  shore. 

**  But  for  me,  mv  mother,  lying  on  her  sick-bed  all  the  day^  ^ 

Lifts  her  weary  nead  to  watch  me,  coming  through  the  twilight  gray. 

"Should  I  leave  her  sick  and  helpless,  even  freedom,  shared  with  thee. 
Would  be  sadder  far  than  bondage,  lonely  toil,  and  stripes  to  me. 

"  For  mv  heart  would  die  within  me,  and  my  brain  would  soon  be  wild  ; 

1  should  hear  my  mother  calling  through  the  twilight  fur  her  child  1 " 

Blazing  upward  from  the  ocean,  shines  the  sun  of  moming-time, 
Through  the  coffee-trees  in  blossom,  and  green  hedges  of  the  lime. 

Side  by  side,  amidst  the  slave-gang,  toil  the  lover  and  the  maid ; 
Wherefore  looks  he  o*er  the  waters,  leaning  forward  on  his  spade? 

Sadly  looks  he.  deeply  sighs  he :  *t  is  the  Haytien's  sail  he  sees, 
Like  a  white  cloud  of  the  mountains,  driven  seaward  by  the  breezel 

But  his  arm  a  light  hand  presses,  and  he  hears  a  low  voice  call: 
Hate  of  Slavery,  hope  of  Freedom,  Love  is  mightier  than  alL 


THE  CRISIS. 

WXITTBN  ON  LSARIfING  THE  TBRMS  OP  THB  TRBATY  WITH  MXXIOO* 

Across  the  Stony  Mountains,  oVr  the  desert's  drouth  and  sand. 
The  circles  of  our  empire  touch  the  Western  Ocean's  strand ; 
Froffl^  slumberous  Timpanogos,  to  Gila,  wild  and  free. 
Flowing  down  from  Nuevo-Leon  to  California's  sea ; 
And  from  the  mountains  of  the  East,  to  Santa  Rosa's  shore. 
The  eagles  of  Meacitli  shall  beat  the  air  no  more. 

O  Vale  of  Rio  Bravo !    Let  thy  simple  children  weep ; 
Close  watch  about  their  holy  fire  let  maids  of  Pecos  keep; 
Let  Taos  send  her  cry  across  Sierra  Madre's  pines. 
And  Algodones  toll  her  bells  amidst  her  com  and  vines) 


loO 


VOICES  OF  FREEDOM. 

Tor  lo  1  the  pale  land-sc-ekers  come,  with  eager  eyes  of  gain. 
Wide  scatteriog,  like  the  bison  herds  on  broad  Salada's  plain. 

Let  Sacramento's  herdsmen  heed  what  sound  the  winds  bring  dowa 
Of  footsteps  on  the  crisping  snow,  from  cold  Nevada's  crown  I 
Full  hot  and  faaX.  the  Saxon  rides,  with  rein  of  travel  slack, 
And,  bending  o'er  his  saddle,  leaves  the  sunrise  at  his  back  t 
By  many  a  lonely  river,  and  ^oii^e  of  fir  and  pine. 
On  many  a  wintry  hill-top,  his  nightly  camp-fires  shine. 

O  countrymen  and  brochen !  that  land  of  lake  and  plain. 

Of  salt  wastes  alternating  with  valleys  fiit  with  grain  ; 

Of  mountains  white  with  winter,  looking  downward^  cold,  serene, 

On  their  feet  with  spring-vines  tangled  and  lapped  ra  softest  green ; 

Swift  through  whose  black  volcanic  gates,  o'er  many  a  sunny  vale. 

Wind-like  the  Arapahoe  sweeps  the  bison's  dusty  trail  t 

Great  spaces  yet  untravelled,  great  lakes  whose  mystic  shores 

The  Saxon  rifle  never  heard,  nor  dip  of  Saxon  oars ; 

Great  herds  that  wander  all  unwatcned,  wild  steeds  that  none  have  tamed, 

Strange  fish  in  unknown  streamS|  and  birds  the  Saxon  never  named ; 

Deep  mines,  dark  mounlaiu  crucibles,  where  Nature's  chemic  powers 

Work  out  the  Great  Designer's  will ;  —  all  these  ye  say  are  ours ! 

Forever  ours !  for  good  or  Dl,  on  us^  the  burden  lies ; 

God's  balance,  watched  by  angels,  is  hung  across  the  skies. 

Shall  Justice,  Truth  and  Freolom  turn  the  poised  and  trembling  scale, 

Or  shall  the  £vil  triumph,  and  robber  Wrong  prevail  ? 

Shall  the  broad  land  o'er  which  our  flag  in  starry  splendor  waves 

Forego  through  us  iis  freedom,  and  bear  the  tread  of  daves  ? 

The  day  is  breakinc;  in  the  East  of  which  the  prophets  told. 

And  bnehtens  up  the  sky  of  Time  the  Christian  Age  of  Gold ; 

Old  Might  to  Right  is  yielding,  battle  blade  to  clerkly  pen. 

Earth's  monarchs  are  her  peoples,  and  her  serfs  stand  up  as  men ; 

The  isles  rejoice  together^  in  a  day  are  nations  bom, 

And  the  slave  walks  free  m  Tunis,  and  by  Stamboul's  Golden  Horn! 

Is  this,  O  countrymen  of  mine !  a  day  for  us  to  sow 

The  soil  of  new-gained  empire  with  slavery  s  seeds  of  woe? 

To  feed  with  our  fresh  life-blood  the  Old  Worid's  cast-off  crim^ 

Dropped,  like  some  monstrous  early  birih,  from  the  tired  lap  of  Time? 

To  run  anew  the  evil  race  the  old  lost  nations  ran, 

And  die  like  them  of  unbelief  of  God,  and  wrong  of  man  ? 

Great  Heaven !    Is  this  our  mission  ?    End  in  this  the  prayers  and  tears. 
The  toil,  the  strife,  the  watchings  of  our  younj^cr,  better  years  ? 
Still  as  the  Old  Worid  rolls  in  light,  shall  ours  in  shadow  turn, 
A  beamless  Chaos,  cursed  of  God,  through  outer  darkness  borne  ? 
Where  the  far  nations  looked  for  light,  a  blackness  in  the  air  ? 
Where  for  words  of  hope  they  listened,  the  long  wail  of  despair  ? 

The  Crisis  presses  on  us ;  face  to  face  with  us  it  stands. 

With  solemn  lips  of  question,  like  the  Sphinx  in  Egypt's  sands  I 
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Thit  day  we  fashion  Destiny,  our  web  of  Fate  we  spin ; 
This  day  iot  all  hereafter  dioose  we  holiness  or  sin  ; 
Even  now  from  starrv  Gerizim,  or  Ebal's  cloudy  crown. 
We  call  the  dews  of  olessing  or  the  bolts  of  cursing  down  I 

By  all  for  which  the  martyrs  bore  their  agonv  and  shame  ; 
By  all  the  warning  words  of  truth  with  wnicn  the  prophets  came 
By  the  Future  which  awaits  us ;  by  all  the  hopes  which  cast 
Tneir  faxax.  and  trembling  beams  across  the  blackness  of  the  Past ; 
And  by  the  blessed  thought  of  Him  who  for  Earth's  freedom  died, 
O  my  peoide  I  O  my  brothers  I  let  us  choose  the  righteous  side. 

So  shall  the  Norihcm  pioneer  go  joyful  on  his  way ; 

To  wed  Penobscot's  waters  to  San  Framcisco's  bay  ; 

To  make  ihe  nicged  places  smooth,  and  sow  the  vales  with  grain ; 

And  bear,  with  liberty  and  Law,  the  Bible  in  his  train  : 

The  mighty  West  shaO  bless  the  East,  and  sea  shall  answer  sea. 

And  mountain  unto  mountain  call,  Pxaisb  God^  fok  wb  arb  piub  1 
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THE  KNIGHT  OF  ST.  JOHN. 

Enc  down  yon  blue  Cariathian  hills 

The  8un  ahall  sink  a^in, 
Farewell  to  life  and  all  its  ills. 

Farewell  to  cell  and  chain. 

These  prison  shades  are  dark  and  cold,  — 

Bat,  darker  fax  than  thev. 
The  shadow  of  a  sorrow  old 

Is  on  my  heart  alway. 

For  since  the  day  when  Warkworth  wood 
Closed  o*er  my  steed  and  I, 

An  alien  from  my  name  and  blood, 
A  weed  cast  out  to  die,  — 

When,  looking  back  in  sunset  light, 

I  saw  her  turret  gleam, 
And  from  its  casement,  fn  and  white. 

Her  sign  of  fiuewell  stream. 

Like  one  whow  from  some  desert  shore. 
Doth  home  s  g^een  isles  descry, 

And,  vainly  longing,  gazes  o'er 
The  waste  of  wave  and  sky ; 

So  from  the  desert  of  my  bit 

I  gaze  across  the  past ; 
Forever  on  life's  dial-plate 

The  shade  is  backward  cast  I 

I  've  wandered  wide  from  shore  to  shore, 
I  've  knelt  at  many  a  shrine  : 

And  bowed  me  to  the  rocky  floor 
Where  Bethlehem's  tapers  shine  ; 

And  by  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
I  *ve  pledsjed  my  knightly  sword 

To  Chnst,  his  blessed  Church,  and  her, 
Th«  Mother  of  our  Lord. 


O,  vain  the  vow,  and  vun  the  strife  I 
How  vain  do  aill  things  seem  I 

My  soul  is  in  the  past,  and  life 
To-day  is  but  a  dream  I 

In  vain  the  penance  strange  and  long, 
And  hard  for  flesh  to  bear ; 

The  prayer,  the  fiisting,  and  the  thoog 
And  sackdoth  shirt  of  hair. 

The  eyes  of  memory  will  not  sleep,  — 

Its  ears  are  open  still ; 
And  vigils  with  the  past  they  keep 

Against  my  feeble  wilL 

And  still  the  loves  and  joys  of  old 

Do  evermore  uprise : 
I  see  the  flow  of  locks  of  gold. 

The  shine  of  loving  eyes  1 

Ah  me  I  upon  another's  breast 
Those  golden  locks  recline ; 

I  see  upon  another  rest 
The  glance  that  once  was  mine. 

"  O    iaithless    priest  1  —  O    perjured 
knight  I" 

I  hear  the  Master  cry ; 
*'  Shut  out  the  vision  m>m  thy  sight, 

Let  flarth  and  Nature  die. 

"  The  Church  of  God  is  now  thy  spouse^ 
And  thou  the  bridegroom  art : 

Then  let  the  burden  of  thy  vows 
Crush  down  thy  human  heart  1 
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In  vain  I  This  heart  its  grief  must  know. 

Till  life  itself  hath  ceased. 
And  fells  beneath  the  selfeame  blow 

The  lover  and  the  priest  1 
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O  pitying  Mother  I  souls  of  light. 
And  saints,  and  martyrs  oldl 

Pray  for  a  weak  and  sinful  knight, 
A  suffering  man  uphold. 

Then  let  the  Pavnim  work  his  will, 
And  death  unbind  my  chain. 

Ere  down  yon  blue  Carpathian  hill 
The  sun  shall  fall  agau. 


THE    HOLY   LAND. 

PROM   LAMARTINB. 

I  HAVB  not  felt,  o'er  seas  of  sand, 

The  rocking  of  the  desert  bark  ; 
Nor  laved  at  Hebron's  fount  my  hand. 

By  Hebron's  palm-trees  cool  and 
dark ; 
Nor  pitched  my  tent  at  even -fall, 

On  dust  where  Job  of  old  has  lain. 
Nor  dreamed  beneath  its  canvas  wall. 

The  dream  of  Jacob  o'er  again. 

One  vast  world-page  remains  unread ; 

How  shine  the  stars  in  Chaldea's  sky, 
How   sounds   the   reverent   pilgrim's 
tread. 

How  beats  the  heart  with  God  so 
nigh  I  — 
How  round  gray  arch  and  column  lone 

The  spirit  of  the  old  time  broods, 
And  signs  in  all  the  winds  that  moan 

Along  the  sandy  solitudes  I 

In  thy  tall  cedars,  Lebanon, 

I  have  not  heard  the  nations'  cries,. 
Nor  seen  thy  eagles  stooping  down 

Where  buried  Tyre  in  ruin  lies. 
The  Christian's  prayer  I  have  not  said 

In  Tadmor's  templtfs  of  decay, 
Nor  startled,  with  mv  dreary  tread. 

The  waste  where  Memnon's  empire 
lay. 

Nor  have  I,  from  thy  hallowed  tide^ 
O  Jordan  I  heard  the  low  lament. 
Like  that  sad  wail  along  thy  side 
Which    Israel's   moumnil    prophet 
sent  I 
Nor  thrilled  within  that  grotto  lone 
Where,  deep  in  night,  the  Bard  of 
Kings 


Felt  hands  of  fire  direct  his  own. 
And  sweep  for  God  the  csoaadoai 
stringa. 

I  have  not  climbed  to  Olivet, 

Nor  laid  me  where  my  Saviour  lay. 
And  left  his  trace  of  tears  as  yet 

By  angel  eyes  unwept  away  : 
Nor  watched,  at  midnight'ssolemn  time. 

The  garden  where  his  prayer  and 
groan, 
Wrung  by  his  sorrow  and  our  crime, 

Rose  to  One  listening  ear  alone. 

I  have  not  kiued  the  rock-hewn  grot 
Where  in  his  Mother's  arms  he  lay 
Nor  knelt  upon  the  sacred  spot 
Where  last  his  footsteps  pressed  the 
clay ; 
Nor  looked  on  that  sad  mountain  head. 
Nor  smote  my  sinful  breast,  where 
wide 
His  arms  to  fcld  the  world  he  spread, 
And  bowed  his  head  to  bless  —  and 
diedl 


PALESTINE. 

Blbst  land  of  Judza  I  thrice  hallowed 
of  song. 

Where  the  holiest  of  memories  pilgrim- 
like throng ; 

In  the  shade  of  thy  palms,  by  the  shores 
of  thy  sea. 

On  the  hills  of  thy  beauty,  my  heart  is 
with  thee. 

With  the  eye  of  a  spirit  I  look  cm  that 

shore. 
Where  pilgrim  and  prophet  have  lin- 


With 


gered  before ; 

the  glide  of  a  spirit  I  traverse  the 
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Made  bright  by  the  steps  of  the  angels 

Blue  sea  of  the  hills  I  —  in  my  spirit  I 

hear 
Thy  waters,  Genesaret,  chime  on  my 

car; 
Where  the   Lowly  and  Just  with  th* 

people  sat  down. 
And  thy  spray  on  the  dust  of  his 

dab  was  *hrow!i. 
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Beyond  are  BiBthulia's  mountains  of 
green, 

And  the  desolate  hiUs  of  the  wild  Gad- 
arene ; 

And  I  pause  on  the  goat-crags  of  Tabor 
to  see 

The  gleam  of  thy  waters,  O  dark  Gal- 
ilee I 

Hark,  a  sound  in  the  valley  I  where, 
swoUen  and  strong,  ^ 

Thy  river,  O  Kishon,  is  sweeping 
along : 

Where  the  Canaanite  strove  with  Je- 
hovah in  vain. 

And  thv  torrent  grew  dark  with  the 
blood  of  the  slain. 

There  down  from  his  mountains  stem 
Zebulon  came. 

And  Nsmhtali's  stag,  with  his  eyeballs 
ot  flame, 

And  the  chariots  of  Jabin  rolled  harm- 
lessly on. 

For  the  arm  of  the  Lord  was  Abino- 
am's  son  1 

There  sleep  the  still  rocks  and  the  cav- 
erns which  rang 

To  the  song  which  the  beautiful  proph- 
etess sang. 

When  the  [>rinces  of  Issachar  stood  by 
her  side. 

And  the  shout  of  a  host  ia  its  triumph 
replied. 

Lo,  Bethlehem's  hill-site  before  roe  is 

seen. 
With  the  mountains  around,  and  the 

valleys  between  ; 
Ther*  rested  the  shepherds  of  Judah, 

and  there 
tlie  song  of  the  angels  rose  sweet  on 

the  air. 

And  Bethany's  palm-trees  in  beauty 

still  throw 
Their  shadows  at  noon  on  the  ruins 

below ; 
But  where  are  the  sisters  who  hastened 

to  greet 
The  loww  Redeemer,  and  sit  at  his 

fiwt? 


I  tread  where  the  twklvk  in  their 

wayfaring  trod ; 
I   stand  where  they  stood  with   the 

CHOSEN  OP  God,  — 
Where  his  blessing  was  heard  and  his 

lessons  were  taught. 
Where  the  blind  were  restored  and  the 

healing  was  wroughL 

O,  here  with  his  flock  the  sad  Wan- 
derer came,  — 

These  hills  he  toiled  over  m  grief  are 
the  same,  — 

The  founts  where  he  drank  by  the 
wayside  still  flow. 

And  the  same  airs  are  blowing  which 
breathed  on  his  brow  ! 

And  throned  on  her  hills  sits  Jerusa- 
lem yet. 

But  with  dust  on  her  forehead,  and 
chains  on  her  feet : 

For  the  crown  of  her  pride  to  the 
mocker  hath  gone,  ^ 

And  the  holy  Shechmah  is  dark  where 
it  shone. 

But  wherefore  this  dream  of  the  earthly 
abode 

Of  Humanity  clothed  in  the  brightness 
of  God?, 

Were  my  spirit  but  turned  from  the 
outward  and  dim. 

It  could  gaze,  even  now,  on  the  pres- 
ence of  Him  I 

Not  in  clouds  and  in  terrors,  but  gentle 

as  when, 
In  love  and  in  meekness.  He  moved 

among  men  : 
And  the  voice  which  breathed  peace  to 

the  waves  of  the  sea 
In  the  hush  of  my  spirit  would  whisper 

to  me  I 

And  what  if  my  feet  may  not  tread 

where  He  stood, 
Nor  mv  ears  hear  the  dashing  of  Gaf- 

ilee's  flood. 
Nor  my  eyes  see  the  cross  which  He 

bowed  him  to  bear. 
Nor   my   knees   press   Gethseroanf's 

garden  of  prayer. 
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Yet,  Loved  of  the  Father,  thy  Spirit  is 
near 

To  the  meek,  and  the  lowly,  and  peni- 
tent here : 

And  the  voice  of  thy  love  is  the  same 
even  now 

As  at  Bethany's  tomb  or  on  Olivet's 
brow. 

O,  the  outward  hath  gone  1  —  but  in 

glory  and  power, 
The  SPIRIT  surviveth  the  things  of  an 

hour ; 
Unchanged,  undecaying,  its  Pentecost 

flame 
On  the  heart's  secret  altar  b  burning 

the  samel 


EZEKIEL. 

CHAPTER  XXXtll.   30-33. 

Thkv  hear  thee  not,  O  God !  nor  see ; 
Beneath  thy  rod  they  mock  at  thee ; 
The  princes  of  our  ancient  line 
Lie  drunken  with  Assyrian  wine  ; 
The  priests  around  thv  altar  speak 
The  alse  words  which  their  hearers  seek; 
And  hymns  which  Chaldea's  wanton 

maids 
Have  sung  in  Dura's  idol-shades 
Are  with  the  Levites'  chant  ascending, 
With  Zion's  holiest  anthems  blending  I 

On  Israel's  bleeding  bosom  set. 
The  heathen  heel  is  crushing  yet ; 
The  towers  upon  our  holy  hul 
Echo  Chaldean  footsteps  still. 
Our  wasted  shrines,  —  who  weeps  for 

them  ? 
Who  moumeth  for  Jerusalem  ? 
Who  tumeth  from  his  ^ains  away  ? 
Whose  knee  with  mine  is  bowed  to  pray  ? 
Who,  leaving  feast  and  purpling  cup, 
Takes  Zion's  lamentation  up  ? 

A  sad  and  thoughtful  youth,  I  went 
With  Israel's  earlv  banishment  ; 
And  where  the  sullen  Chebar  crept, 
The  ritual  of  mv  fathers  kept. 
The  water  for  the  trench  i  drew, 
The  firstling  of  the  flock  I  slew. 


And,  standins  at  the  altar's  side, 
I  shared  the  Levites'  lingering  pride. 
That  still,  amidst  her  mocking  foes, 
The  smoke  of  Zion's  offering  rose. 

In  sudden  whirlwind,  cloud  and  flame 
The  Spirit  of  the  Highest  came  t 
Before  mine  eves  a  vision  passed, 
A  ^lorv  teixibfe  and  vast ; 
With  dreadful  eyes  of  living  things. 
And  sounding  sweep  of  angel  wings^ 
With  circline  light  and  sapphire  thront. 
And  flame-like  form  of  One  thereon. 
And  voice  of  that  dread  Likeness  sent 
Down  from  the  crystal  firmament  I 

The  burden  of  a  prophet's  power 
Fell  on  me  in  that  fearful  hour ; 
From  off  unutterable  woes 
The  curtain  of  the  future  rose ; 
I  saw  far  down  the  coming  time 
The  fiery  chastisement  of  crime ; 
With  noise  of  mingling  hosts,  and  jar 
Of  falling  towers  and  shouts  of  war, 
I  saw  the  nations  rise  and  fall. 
Like  fire-gleams  on  my  tent'swhite  wall. 

In  dream  and  trance,  I  saw  the  slain 
Of  Egypt  heaped  like  harvest  grain  • 
I  saw  the  walls  of  sea-bom  Tyre 
Swept  over  by  the  spoiler's  fire  ; 
And  heard  the  low,  expiring  moan 
Of  Edom  on  his  rocky  throne  ; 
And,  woe  is  me  I  the  wild  lament 
From  Zion's  desolation  sent : 
And  felt  within  my  heart  each  Uow 
Which  laid  her  holy  places  lo^. 

In  bonds  and  sorrow^  day  by  day. 
Before  the  pictured  tile  I  lay ; 
And  there,  as  in  a  mirror,  saw 
The  coming  of  Assyria's  war, — 
Her  swarthy  lines  of  spearmen  pass 
Like  locusts  through  Bethhoron  sgrassf 
I  saw  them  draw  their  stormy  hem 
Of  battle  round  Jerusalem  ; 
And,  listening,  heard  the  Hebrew  wafl 
Blend  with  the  victor-trump  of  Banl  I 

Who  trembled  at  my  warning  word? 
Who  owned  the  prophet  of  the  Lord  ? 
How  mocked  the  rude,  —  how  scofiet' 

the  vile, — 
How  stung  the  Levites'  scomAil  smil« 


I 


THE   WIFE  OF  MANOAH  TO  HER  HUSBAND, 


109 


Av  o'er  my  spirit,  dark  and  slow, 
The  shadow  crept  of  Isracrs  woe, 
As  if  the  angel's  mournful  roll 
Had  left  its  record  on  my  soul. 
And  traced  in  lines  of  darkness  there 
The  picture  of  its  great  despair  1 

Yet  ever  at  the  hour  I  feel 
My  lips  in  prophecy  unseal. 
Pnflce,  priest,  and  Levite  gather  near. 
And  Salem's  daughters  haste  to  hear. 
On  Chebar*s  waste  and  alien  shore. 
The  harp  of  Judah  swept  once  more. 
They  listen,  as  in  Babel's  throng 
The  Chaldeans  to  the  dancer's  song^ 
Or  wild  sabbeka's  nig^htly  play, 
As  careless  and  as  vain  as  they. 


And  thus,  O  Prophet-bard  of  old. 
Hast  thou  thy  tale  of  sorrow  told  I 
Ihe  same  which   earth's  unwelcome 

seers 
Have  felt  in  all  succeedine  years. 
Sport  of  the  changeful  multitude. 
Nor  calmly  heard  nor  understood. 
Their  song  has  seemed  a  trick  of  art, 
Their  warnings  but  the  actor's' part. 
With  bonds,  and  scorn,  and  evil  will. 
The  world  requites  its  prophets  stilL 

S«  was  it  when  the  Holy  One 
The  garments  of  the  flesh  put  on  I 
Men  followed  where  the  Highest  led 
For  common  gifts  of  daSy  bread. 
And  gross  of  ear,  of  vision  dim, 
OwnM  not  the  godlike  power  of  him. 
Vain  as  a  dreamer's  words  to  them 
His  wail  above  Jerusalem, 
And  meanin|;]ess  the  watch  he  kept 
Through  which  his  weak  disciples  slept 

Yet  shrink  not  thou,  whoe'er  thou  art. 
For  God's  great  purpose  set  apart. 
Before  whose  far-disceming  eyes, 
The  Future  as  the  Present  lies  I 
Beyond  a  narrow*bounded  age 
Stretches  thy  prophet-heritage. 
Through  Heaven's  dim  spaces  angel- 
trod. 
Through  arches  round  the  throne  of 

God! 
Thy  audience,  worlds !  —all  Time  to  be 
The  witness  of  the  Truth  in  thee  I 
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Against  the  sunset's  glowing  wall 
The  city  towers  rise  black  and  tall. 
Where  Zorah  on  its  rocky  height. 
Stands  like  an  armed  man  in  the  light 

Down  Eshtaol's  vales  of  ripened  grain 
Falls  like  a  cloud  the  night  amain, 
And  up  the  hillsides  climbing  slow 
The  barley  reapers  homeward  go. 

Look,  dearest !  how  our  fair  child's  head 
The  sunset  light  hath  hallowed. 
Where  at  this  olive's  foot  he  lies, 
Uplooking  to  the  tranquU  skies. 

O,  while  beneath  the  fervent  heat 
Thy  sickle  swept  the  bearded  wheat, 
I've  watched,  with  mingled  joy  and 

dread. 
Our  child  upon  his  {grassy  bed. 

Toy,  which  the  mother  feels  alone 
Whose  morning  hope  like  mine  had 

flown, 
When  to  her  bosom,  over  blessed, 
A  dearer  life  than  hers  is  pressed. 

Dread,  for  the  ftiture  dark  and  still. 
Which  shapes  our  dear  one  to  its  will ; 
Forever  in  his  large  calm  eyes, 
I  read  a  ule  of  sacrifice.  — 

The  same  foreboding  awe  I  felt 
When  at  the  altar's  side  we  knelt. 
And  he,  who  as  a  pilgrim  came. 
Rose,  winged  and  glorious,  through  th« 
flame. 

I  slept  not  though  the  wild  bees  made 
A  dreamlike  murmuring  in  the  shade. 
And  on  me  the  warm-fingered  hours 
Pressed  with  the  drowsy  smell  of  flow- 
ers. 

Before  me,  in  a  vision,  rose 
The  hosts  of  Israel's  scornful  foes,  — 
Rank  over  rank,  helm,  shield,  and  spear 
Glittered  in  noon's  hot  atmosphere. 

I  heard  their  boast,  and  bitter  word, 
Their  mockery  of  the  Hebrew's  Lord, 
I  saw  their  hands  his  ark  assail. 
Their  feet  profime  his  holy  veil. 
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No  angel  down  the  blue  space  spoke, 
No  thunder  from  the  still  sky  broke  ; 
But  in  their  midst,  in  power  and  awe, 
Like  God's  waked  wrath,  our  child  1 
saw  I 

A  child  no  more  I  —  harsh-browed  and 

strong, 
He  towered  a  giant  in  the  throng. 
And  dovm  his  shoulders,  broad  and 

bare. 
Swept  the  black  terror  of  his  hair. 

He  raised  his  ami ;  he  smote  amain ; 
As  round  the  reaper  falls  the  grain, 
So  the  dark  host  around  him  fell, 
So  sank  the  foes  of  Israel  1 

Again  I  looked.     In  sunlight  shone 
The  towers  and  domes  of  Askelon. 
Priest,  warrior,  slave,  a  mighty  crowd, 
Within  her  idol  temple  bowed. 

Yet  one  knelt  not;  stark,  gaunt,  and 

blind. 
His  arms  the  massive  pillars  twined,  — 
An  eyeless  captive,  strong  with  hate. 
He  stood  there  like  an  evil  f'ate. 

The  red  shrines  smoked,  —  the  trum- 
pets pealed: 

He  stooped,  —  the  giant  columns 
reeled,  — 

Reeled  tower  and  fane,  sank  arch  and 
wallj 

And  the  thick  dust-cloud  closed  o*er  all  I 

Above  the  shriek,  the  crash,  the  groan 
Of  the  fallen  pride  of  Askelon, 
I  heard,  sheer  down  the  echoing  sky, 
A  voice  as  of  an  angel  cry,  — 

The  voice  of  him,  who  at  our  side 
Sat  through  the  golden  eventide,  — 
Of  hiro  who,  on  thy  altar's  blaze. 
Rose   fire-winged,   with   his  song   of 
praise. 

"Rejoice  o*er  Israel's  broken  chain, 
Gray  mother  of  the  mighty  slain  I 
Rejoice  1 "  it  cried,  "  he  vanquisheth  \ 
The  strong  in  life  is  strong  in  death  I 

"To  him  shall  Zorah's  daujghters raise 
Through  coming  years  theu-  hymns  of 
praise, 


And  gray  old  men  at  evening  tell 
Of  air  he  wrought  for  Israel 

"  And  they  who  sing  and  they  who  hew 
Alike  shall  hold  thy  memory  dear, 
And  pour  their  blessings  on  thy  head, 

0  mother  of  the  mighty  dead  I " 

It  ceased  ;  and  though  a  sound  I  heard 
As  if  great  wines  the  still  air  stirred, 

1  only  saw  the  barley  sheaves 
And  hills  half  hid  by  olive  leaves. 

I  bowed  my  face,  in  awe  and  fear. 
On  the  dear  child  who  slumbered  neax. 
"  With  me,  as  with  my  only  son, 
O   God,"    I   said,    "thy    wil 

DONE  I " 
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"  Get  ye  up  from  the  wrath  of  God% 

terrible  day  I 
Unjgirded,  unsandalled,  arise  and  away' 
'Tis  the  vintage  of  blood,  'tis  the  fill. 

nessof  time, 
And  vengeance  shall  gather  the  harvest 

of  crime  1" 

The  warning  was  spoken :  the  right- 
eous had  gone. 

And  the  proud  ones  of  Sodom  were 
feasting  alone ; 

All  gay  was  the  banquet ;  the  revel  was 
long. 

With  the  ppurinff  of  wine  and  the 
breathing  of  song. 

'T  was  an  evening  of  beauty ;  the  air  was 

perfume. 
The  earth  was  all  greenness,  the  trees 

were  all  bloom ; 
And  softly  the  delicate  viol  was  heard. 
Like  the  murmur  of  love  or  the  notes 

of  a  bird. 

And  beautiful  maidens  moved  down 

ill  the  dance. 
With  the  magic  of  motion  and  sunshins 

of  glance; 
And  white  arms  wreathed  lightly,  and 

tresses  fell  free 
As  the  plumage  of  birds  in  tome  aap> 

ical  tree. 
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Wliere  the  shrioes  of  foul  idols  were 

lighted  on  high. 
And  wantonneM  tempted  the  iust  of 

the  eye ; 
MkbC   rites  of  obsceneness,  strange, 

loathsome,  abhorred. 
The  blasphemer  scoffed  at  the  name  of 

the  Lord. 

Hark !  the  jpnowl  of  the  thunder,  —  the 

quaking  of  earth  I 
Woe,  woe  to  the  worship,  and  woe  to 

the  mirth  I 
The  black  sky  has  opened,  —  there  *8 

flame  in  the  air,  — 
Tbe  led  arm  of  vengeance  is  lifted  and 

baret 

Then  the  shriek  of  the  dying  rose  wild 

where  the  song 
And  the   low  tone  of  love  had  been 

whispered  along ; 
For  the  fierce  flames  went  lightly  o*er 

palace  and  bower, 
Uke  the  red  tongues  of  demons,  to  blast 

and  devour  1 

Down, —down  on  the  fidlen  the  red 
ruin  rained. 

And  the  reveller  sank  with  his  wine- 
cup  undrained  ; 

The  foot  of  the  dancer,  the  mnsic*s  loved 
thrill. 

And  the  shout  and  the  laughter  grew 
suddenly  stilL 

The  last  throb  of  anguish  was  fearfully 

given  : 
The  last  eye  glared  forth  in  its  madness 

on  Heaven  I 
The  last  pt>an  of  horror  rose  wildly  and 

vam. 
And  death  brooded  over  the  pride  of 

the  Plain  t 
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Sunlight  upon  Judaea's  hills  I 
And  on  the  waves  of  Galilee,  — ^ 

On  Jordan's  stream,  and  on  the  rills 
That  feed  the  dead  and  sleeping  sea  1 


Mostfireshly  from  thejgreen  woodspringi 
The  light  breeze  on  its  scented  wings ; 
And  gavly  quiver  in  the  sun 
The  cedar  tops  of  Lebanon  1 

A  few  more  hours,  — a  change  hath 

come  1 
The  sky  is  dark  without  a  cloud  I 
The  shouts  of  wrath  and  joy  are  dumb, 
And  proud   knees  unto   earth   are 

bowed. 
A  change  is  on  the  hill  of  Death, 
The  helmed  watchers  pant  for  breath. 
And  turn  with  wild  and  maniac  eyes 
From  the  dark  scene  of  sacrifice  1 

That  Sacrifice  I  —  the  death  of  Him,  — 

The  High  and  ever  Holy  One  1 
Well  may  the  conscious  Heaven  grow 
dim, 
And  blacken  the  beholding  Sun. 
The  wonted  light  hath  fled  away, 
Night  settles  on  the  middle  day, 
And  earthquake  from  his  cavemed  bed 
Is  waking  with  a  thrill  of  dread  I 

The  dead  are  wakin||[  underneath  I 
Their  prison  door  is  rent  away  1 
And,  ghastly  with  the  seal  of  death. 

They  wander  in  the  eye  of  day  I 
The  temple  of  the  Cherubim, 
The  House  of  God  is  cold  and  dim ; 
A  curse  is  on  its  trembling  walls. 
Its  mighty  veil  asunder  fiuls  I 

Well  may  the  cavern-depths  of  Earth 
Be  shaken,  and  her  mountains  nod  : 
Well  may  the  sheeted  dead  come  forth 

To  gaze  upon  a  suffering  God  I 
Well  may  the  temple-shnne  grow  dim, 
And  shadows  veil  the  Cherubim, 
When  He,  the  chosen  one  of  Heaven, 
A  sacrifice  for  guilt  is  given  t 

And  shall  the  sinful  heart,  alone, 

Behold  unmoved  the  atoning  hour, 
When  Nature  trembles  on  her  throne, 
And  Death  resigns  his  iron  power  ' 
O,  shall  the  heart,  —  whose  sinfulness 
Gave  keenness  to  his  sore  distress, 
And  added  to  his  tears  of  blood,  — 
Refuse  its  trembling  gratitude  1 
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THE  STAR  OF  BETHLEHEM. 

Where  Time  the  measure  of  his  hours 
By  changefiil  bud  and  blossom  keeps, 

An<C  like  a  young  bride  crowned  with 
flowers,   - 
Fair  Shiraz  in  her  garden  sleeps ; 

Where,  to  her  poet's  turban  stone, 
The  Spring  her  gif%  of  flowers  imparts, 

Less  sweet  than  those  his  thoughts  have 
sown 
In  the  warm  soil  of  Persian  hearts : 

There  sat  the  stranger,  where  the  shade 
Of  scattered  date-trees  thinly  lay. 

While  in  the  hot  clear  heaven  delayed 
The  long  and  still  and  weary  day. 

Strange  trees  and  fruits  above  him  hung; 

Stranse  odors  filled  the  sultry  air. 
Strange  oirds  upon  the  branches  swung. 

Strange  insect  voices  murmured  there. 

And  strange    bright  blossoms   shone 
around, 
Turned  sunward  from  the  shadowy 
bowers, 
As  if  the  Gheber's  soul  had  found 
A  fitting  home  in  Iran's  flowers. 

Whate*er  he  saw,  whate'er  he  heard, 
Awakened  feelings  new  and  sad,  — 

No  Christian  garb,  nor  Christian  word. 
Nor  church  with  Sabbath-bell  chim«<s 
glad, 

But  Moslem  graves,  with  turban  stones. 
And  mosque-spires  gleaming  white, 
in  view. 

And  graybeard  Mollahs  in  low  tones 
Chanting  their  Koran  service  through. 

The  flowers  which  smiled  on  either 
hand. 
Like  tempting  fiends,  were  such  as 
they 
Which  once,  o'er  all  that  Eastern  land. 
As  gifts  on  demon  altars  lay. 

As  if  the  bumine  eye  of  Baal 
The  servant  of  his  Conqueror  knew. 

From  skies  which  knew  no  cloudy  veil. 
The  Sun's  hot  glances  smote  him 
through. 


"  Ah  me  t "  the  lonely  stranger  said, 
"  The  hope  which  led  my  footsteps  on, 

And  light  from  heaven  around  them 
shed, 
O'er  weary  wave  and  waste,  is  gone  1 

"  Where  are  the  harvest  fields  all  white, 
For  Truth  to  thrust  her  sickle  in  ? 

Where  flock  the  souls,  like  doves  in 
flight. 
From  the  dark  hiding-place  of  sin  ? 

"  A  silent  horror  broods  o'er  all,  — 
The  burden  of  a  hateful  spell,  — 

The  very  flowers  around  recall 
The  hoary  magi's  rites  cA  hell  I 

"  And  what  am  I,  o'er  such  a  land 
The  banner  of  the  Cross  to  bear  ? 

Dear  Lord,  uphold  me  with  thy  hand. 
Thy  strength  with  human  weadeneas 
share  1 " 

He  ceased ;  for  at  his  very  feet^ 
In  mild  rebuke  a  floweret  smiled,  — 

How  thrilled  his  sinking  heart  to  greet 
The  Star-flower  of  the  Virgin's  child  / 

Sown  by  some  wandering  Frank,  i* 
drew 

Its  life  from  alien  air  and  earth. 
And  told  to  Paynim  sun  and  dew 

The  story  of  the  Saviour's  birth. 

From  scorching  beams,  in  kindly  mood, 
The  Persian  plan  tsits  beauty  screened, 

And  on  its  pagan  sisterhood. 
In  love,  the  Christian  floweret  leaned. 

With  tears  of  joy  the  wanderer  felt 
The  darkness  of  his  long  despair 

Before  that  hallowed  symbol  melt, 
Which  God's  dear  love  had  nurtured 
there. 

From  Nature's  face,  that  simple  flowet 
The  lines  of  sin  and  sadness  swept ; 

And  Magian  pile  and  Paynim  bower 
In  peace  like  that  of  Eden  slept 

Each  Moslem  tomb,  and  cypress  old, 
Looked  holy  through  the  sunset  aar  i 

And,  angel-like,  the  Muezsin  told 
F^^m  tc*wer  aAd  mosque  ih*  hour  of 
prayor. 


HYMNS. 


"3 


With  cliMiful  stepSi  the  morrow's  dftwn 
Fiom  Shiraz  saw  the  stranger  part ; 

The  Sur-flower  of  the  Viri^tn-Bom 
Still  Uocmiiig  in  his  hopeful  heart  I 


HYMNS. 

ntOM  THB  FKKlfCH  OF   LAMARTINV. 

Onb  hymn  raore,  O  my  lyre  ! 
Praise  to  the  God  above. 
Of  joy  and  life  and  love, 

Sweeping  i&  strings  of  firtf  I 

0,  who  the  speed  of  bird  and  wind 
And  sunbeam's  glance  will  lend  to 
me,^ 
That,  soaring  opward,  I  may  find 
My    resting-placa     and    home    in 
Thee?  — 
Thou,  whom  my  soul,  midst  doubt  and 
gloom, 
Adoreth  with  a  fervent  flame,-— 
Mysterious  spirit  I  unto  whom 
Pertain  nor  sign  nor  name  1 

Swiftly  my  lyre's  soft  murmurs  go. 

Up  from  the  cold  and  joyless  earth. 
Back  to  the  God  who  bade  them  flow, 

Whose  moving  spirit  sent  them  forth. 
But  as  for  me,  O  God  !  for  me, 

The  lowly  creature  of  thy  will, 
Lingering  and  sad,  I  sifj^h  to  thee. 

An  earth-bound  pilgnm  still  1 

Was  not  my  roirit  bom  to  shine 

Where  yonder  starsand  suns  are  glow- 
ing? 
To  breathe  with  them  the  light  divine 

From  God's  own  holy  altar  flowing  ? 
To  be,  indeed,  whate'er  the  soul 

In  dreams  hath  thirsted  for  so  long,  — 
A  portion  of  Heaven's  glorious  whole 

Of  loveliness  and  song  ? 

O,  watchen  of  the  stars  at  night. 

Who  breathe  their  fire,  as  we  the  air,  — 
Suns,  thunders,  stars,  and  rays  of  light, 

O,  say,  is  He,  the  Eternal,  there? 
Bend  there  around  his  awful  throne 

Theseraph's  glance,  the  angel's  knee? 
Or  are  thy  inmost  depths  his  own, 

O  wild  and  mighty  sea  ? 


Thoughts  of  my  soul,  how  swift  je  go  I 

Swift  as  the  eagle's  glance  of  nre. 
Or  arrows  from  the  archer's  bow, 

To  the  far  aim  of  your  desire  I 
Thought  after  thought,  yethrongingrise. 

Like  spring-doves  from  the  stsurtled 
wood. 
Bearing  like  them  your  sacrifice 

Of  music  unto  God  1 

And  shall  these  thoughts  of  joy  and 
love 

Come  back  again  no  more  to  me  ?  — 
Returning  like  the  Patriarch's  dove 

Wing-weary  from  the  eternal  sea. 
To  bear  within  my  longing  arms 

The  promise-bough  of  kindlier  skies, 
Plucked  from  the  green,  immortal  palms 

Which  shadow  Paradise  ? 

All-moving  spirit !  —  freely  forth 

At  thy  command  the  strong  wind  goes; 
Its  errand  to  the  passive  earth, 

Nor  art  can  stay,  nor  strength  oppose. 
Until  it  folds  its  weary  wing 

Once  more  within  the  hand  divine ; 
So,  weary  firom  its  wandering, 

My  spirit  turns  to  thine  I 

Child  of  the  sea,  the  mountain  streaa, 

From  its  dark  caverns,  hurries  on, 
Ceaseless,  by  night  and  morning's  beam, 

By  evening's  star  and  noontide's  sun, 
Until  at  last  it  sinks  to  rest, 

O'erwearied,  in  the  waiting  sea. 
And  moans  upon  its  mother's  breast, " 

So  turns  my  soul  to  Thee  I 

O  Thou  who  bid'at  the  torrent  flow. 

Who  lendest  wings  unto  the  wind,  — 
Mover  of  all  things  1  where  art  thou  ? 

O,  whither  shall  I  go  to  find 
The  secret  of  thy  resting-place  ? 

Is  there  no  holy  wing  for  me, 
Thnt,  soaring,  I  may  search  the  space 

Of  highest  Jbeaven  for  Thee  ? 

O,  would  T  were  as  free  to  rise 
As   leaves  on   autumn's  whirlwind 
borne, — 

The  arrowy  light  of  sunset  skies, 
Or  sound,  or  ray,  or  star  of  mom. 


I 


(.-,. 


.IJ> 


mSCELLA  NBOV^i, 


Which  meits  in  heaven  at  twilight's 
close, 
Or  aught  which  soars  unchedked  and 
free 
Through  Earth  and  Heaven;  that  I 
mi^ht  lose 
Myselim finding  Thee  1 


When  the  breath  divine  is  flowing. 
Zephyr-like  o'er  all  things  going, 
And,  as  the  touch  of  viewless  fingers. 
Softly  on  my  soul  it  lingers, 
Open  to  a  breath  the  lightest. 
Conscious  of  a  touch  the  slightest,  — 
As  anne  calm,  still  lake,  whereon 
Sinks  the  snowy-bosomed  swan. 
And  the  glistenmg  water-rings 
Circle  round  her  moving  wings : 
When  my  upward  saze  is  turning 
Where  the  surs  ofheaven  are  burning 
Through  the  deep  and  dark  abyss,  — 
Flowers  of  midnight's  wilderness. 
Blowing  with  the  evening's  breath 
Sweetly  in  their  Maker's  path  : 

When  the  breaking  da^  is  flushing 
All  the  east,  and  light  is  jgushing 
Upward  through  the  horizon's  haze, 
Sheaf-like,  with  its  thousand  rays, 
Spreading,  until  all  above 
CWerflows  with  joy  and  love. 
And  below,  on  earth's  green  bosom. 
All  is  changed  to  light  and  blossom  : 

When  my  waking  fancies  over 
Forms  of  brightness  flit  and  hover, 
Holy  as  the  seraphs  are. 
Who  by  Zion's  fountains  wear 
On  their  foreheads,  white  and  broad, 
"  Holiness  unto  the  Lord  I " 
When,  inspired  with  rapture  high, 
It  would  seem  a  single  sigh 
Could  a  world  of  love  create,  — 
That  my  life  could  know  no  date. 
And  my  eager  thoughts  could  fill 
Heaven  and  Earth,  o'crflowing  still  I-~ 

Then,  O  Father  I  thou  alone, 
From  the  shadow  of  thy  throne, 
To  the  sighing  of  my  breast 
And  its  rapture  answerest. 


All  my  thoughts,  which,  upward  wing 

Bathe  where  thy  own  light  is  s[uiiig< 

ing,  — 
All  my  yearnings  to  be  fire 
Are  as  echoes  answering  thee  I 

Seldom  upon  lips  of  mine. 
Father  I  rests  tnat  name  of  thioe,  — • 
Deep  within  my  inmost  breast, 
In  the  secret  place  of  mind. 
Like  an  awfiif  presence  shnned. 
Doth  the  dread  idea  rest  I 
Hushed  and  holy  dwells  it  there,*-' 
Prompter  of  the  silent  prayer, 
Lifting  up  my  spirit's  eye 
And  its  faint,  but  earnest  cry. 
From  its  dark  and  cold  abode. 
Unto  thee,  my  Guide  and  God  I 


THE  FEMALE  MARTYR. 


"SlSTBB   Of 

our  AtlsntU 


[Mabt  G .  Sired  18,  a 

Chakitt,**  died  in  one  of  <»..  »..>.» 
cities,  during  tho  prevBlenoe  of  the  India* 
cholera,  while  in  voluniaiy  attendance  ufr 
on  the  sick.] 

"Bring  out  your  dead!"    The  mid' 
night  street 
Heard  and  gave  bade  the  hoarse,  lo# 
call; 
Harsh  fell  the  tread  of  hasty  feet, — 
Glanced  through  the  dark  the  coarw 
white  sheet,  — 
Her  coffin  and  her  pall. 
"  What— only  one  P '  the  brutal  hack» 

man  said. 
As,  with  an  oath,  he  spumed  away 
the  dead. 

How  sunk  the  inmost  hearts  of  all. 

As  rolled  that  dead-cart  slowly  by. 
With  creaking  wheel  and  harsh  hoof^ 

foil! 
The  dying  turned  him  to  the  wall. 

To  hear  it  and  to  die  I  — 
Onward  it  rolled;  while  oft  its  drivef 

stayed. 
And  hoarsely  clamored,  "  Ho  t '— briqg 

out  your  dead." 
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tt  paused  boside  the  burial -place ; 
Tom  in  your  load  I  "  —  and  it  waa 
done.  — 
With  quick  hand  and  averted  face. 
Hastily  to  the  grave's  embrace 

They  cast  them,  one  by  one,  — 
Stranger  and  friend,  —  the  evil  and  the 

just. 
Together  troddenmthe  churchyard  dust! 

And  thou,  young  martyr  I— thon  wast 

there,  — 
No  white-robed  nsters  round  thee 

trod,  — 
Nor  holy  hymn,  nor  funeral  prayer 
Rose  thin>i4;h  the  damp  and  noisome 

air. 
Giving  thee  to  thy  God  ; 
Nor  flower,  nor  cross,  norhallowed  taper 

gave 
Grace  to  the  dead,  and  beaaty  to  the 

grave  I 

Yet,  gentle  sufierer  \  there  shall  be, 

In  eveiy  heart  of  kindly  feeling, 
A  rite  as  holy  paid  to  thee 
As  if  beneath  the  convent-tree 

Thy  sisteihood  were  kneeling. 
At  vemer  hours,  like  sorrowing  angels, 

keeping 
Their  tearful  watch  around  thy  place  of 
sleeping- 

For  thou  wast  one  in  whom  the  light 
Of  Heaven's  own  love  was  kindled 
well 

Enduring  with  a- martyr's  might. 

Through  weary  day  and  wakeful  night 
Far  more  than  wcffds  may  tell : 

Gentle,  and  meek,  and  lowly,  and  un- 
known, — 

Thy   merdes   measured  b/  thy  God 
alone  I 

Where  manly  hearts  were  filing, — 
where 
The  throngful  street  grew  foul  with 
^  death, 
O  high-souled    martyr  I  —  thou  wast 

there. 
Inhaling,  from  the  loathsome  air. 

Poison  with  every  breath.  ■ 
Ytt  shrinking  not  from  offices  of  dread 
For  the  wrung  dving,  and  the  imcon- 
■dotudeaa. 


Antf,  where  the  sickly  taper  shed 
lis  Heht  through  vapors,  damp,  coo- 
nned. 

Hushed  as  a  seraph's  fell  thy  tread,  — 

A  new  Electra  by  the  bed 
Of  suffering  human-kind  I 

Pointing  the  spirit,  in  its  dark  dismay, 

To  that  pure  hope  which  fadeth  not  away. 

Innocent  teacher  of  the  high 

And  holy  mysteries  of  Heaven  I 
How  turned  to  thee  each  glazing  eye. 
In  mute  and  awful  sympathsr, 

A*  thy  low  prayers  were  given  ; 
And  the  o'er-hovering  Spoiler  wore, 

the  while. 
An    angel's  features,  —  a   deliverer** 
smile  I 

A  blessed  task  !  —  and  worthy  one 

Who,  turning  from  the  world,  as  thou, 
Before  life's  pathvi'ay  had  begun 
To  leave  its  spring-time  flower  and  sun. 

Had  sealed  her  early  vow  ; 
Giving  to  God  her  beauty  and  her  youth. 
Her  pure  affections  and  her  guUeless 
truth. 

Earth  may  not  daim  thee.  Nothing  here 
Could  be  for  thee  a  meet  reward  ; 

Thine  is  a  treasure  far  more  dear,  — 

Eye  hath  not  seen  it,  nor  the  ear 
Of  living  mortal  heard,  — 

The  joys  prepared, —  the  promised  bliss 
above,  — 

The  holy  presence  of  Eternal  Love  I 

Sleep  on  in  peace.    The  earth  has  not 
A  nobler  name  than  thine  shall  be. 

The  deeds  by  martial  manhood  wrought, 

The  lofty  energies  of  thought, 
The  fire  of  poesy,  — 

These  have  but  frail  and  fading  hon- 
ors ;  —  thine 

Shall  Time  unto  Eternity  consigiL 

Yea,  and  when  thrones  shall  crumble 
down. 
And  human  pride  and  grandeur  fall,-— 
The  herald's  Ime  of  long  renown,  — 
The  mitre  and  the  kingly  crown,  — 

Perishing  glories  all  I 
The  pure  devotion  of  thy  generous  heart 
Shall  live  in  Heaven,  oil  which  it  was  a 
part 


•  lO  MISCELLANEOUS, 

THE  FROST  SPIRIT. 

Hb  comes. — he  comes, — the  Frost  Spirit  comes  I  You  ma^  trace  his  ibotstept 
On  the  naked  woods  and  the  blasted  fields  and  the  brown  hiU's  withered  brow. 
He  has  smitten  the  leaves  of  the  gray  old  trees  where  their  pleasant  green  came 

forth, 
And  the  winds,  which  follow  wherever  he  goes,  have  shaken  them  down  to  eaith. 

He  comeSf  — he  comes, —  the  Frost  Spirit  comes  I — from  the  frozen  Labmdor,  — 
From  the  icy  bridge  of  the  Northern  seas,  which  the  white  bear  wanders  o'er,  — ■ 
Where  the  nsherman's  sail  is  stiff  with  ice,  and  the  luckless  forms  bekm 
In  the  sunless  cold  of  the  lingering  night  mto  marble  statues  grow  1 

He  comes,  —  he  comes,  —  the  Frost  Spirit  comes  I  —  on  the  rushing  Northern  blaa^ 
And  the  dark  Norwegian  pines  have  bowed  as  his  fearM  breath  went  past 
With  an  unscorched  wing  he  has  hurried  on,  where  the  fires  of  Heda  glow 
On  the  darkly  beautiful  sky  above  and  the  ancient  ice  below. 

He  comes,  —  he  comes,  —  the  Frost  Spirit  comes  I  —  and  the  quiet  lake  shall  fed 
llie  torpid  touch  of  his  glazing  breath,  and  ring  to  the  skater's  heel ; 
And  the  streams  which  danced  on  the  broken  rocks,  or  sang  to  the  leaning  grtsi, 
Shall  bow  again  to  their  winter  chain,  and  in  mournful  silence  pass. 

He  comes,  —  he  comes,  —  the  Frost  Spirit  comes  t — let  us  meet  lum  as  we  mar* 

And  turn  with  the  light  of  the  parlor-nre  his  evil  power  away ; 

And  gather  closer  the  circle  round,  w^hen  that  fire-light  dances  high, 

And  laugh  at  the  shriek  of  the  baffled  Fiend  as  his  sounding  wing  goes  by  I 


THE  VAUDOIS  TEACHER." 

"  O  LADY  fair,  these  silks  of  mine  are  beautiful  and  rare,  •— 
The  richest  web  of  the  Indian  loom,  which  beauty's  queeti  might  wear ; 
And  mv  pearls  are  pure  as  thy  own  fair  neck,  with  whose  radiant  light  theyvie; 
I  have  Drought  them  with  me  a  weary  way,  —  will  my  gentle  lady  buy?  " 

And  the  lady  smiled  on- the  worn  old  man  through  the  dark  and  dusteringcuris 
Which  veiled  her  brow  as  she  bent  to  view  his  silks  and  glittering  pearls; 
And  she  placed  their  price  in  the  old  man's  hand,  and  lightly  turned  away, 
But  she  paused  at  the  wanderer's  earnest  call,  —  "  My  gentle  lady,  stay  I  *' 

"  O  lady  fair,  I  have  yet  a  gem  which  a  purer  lustre  flinn. 

Than  the  diamond  flash  of  the  jewelled  crown  on  the  lofty  brow  of  kingSi^ 

A  wonderful  jjearl  of  exceeding  price,  whose  virtue  shall  not  decay, 

Whose  light  shall  be  as  a  spell  to  thee  and  a  blessing  on  thy  way  I  "  i 

The  lady  glanced  at  the  mirroring  steel  where  her  form  of  grace  was  seen. 
Where  her  eye  shone  clear,  and  her  dark  locks  waved  their  ctesping  pearls betwbci^ 
•*  Bring  forth  thy  peari  of  exceeding  worth,  thou  traveller  gray  and  old,  —- 
And  name  the  price  of  thy  precious  gem,  and  my  page  shall  count  thy  goW-* 

■ 

The  cloud  went  off  from  the  pilgrim's  brow,  as  a  small  and  meagre  bool^ 
Unchased  with  gold  or  gem  of  cost,  from  bis  folding  robe  be  took  I 

I 

^J 


Afy  soum.  ^nd  /. 

**  Here,  lady  fair,  la  the  pearl  of  prioe,  may  it  proTe  as  such  to  ftiea  I 
Kay  —keep  thy  gold — I  auk  it  not,  for  the  word  of  God  is  free  I  '* 

The  hoarv  traveller  went  his  way,  but  the  gift  hs  left  behind 
Hath  haa  its  pure  and  perfect  work  on  that  hich-bom  maiden's  mind* 
And  she  hath  turned  from  the  pride  of  sin  to  the  lowliness  of  truth. 
And  given  her  human  heart  to  God  in  ita  beautiful  hour  of  youth  I 

And  she  hath  lel^  the  gray  old  lulls,  where  an  evil  faith  had  ix>wer. 
The  courtly  knights  of  her  father's  train,  and  the  maidens  ot  her  bower ; 
And  she  hath  gone  to  the  Vaudois  vales  by  lordly  feet  untrod, 
Where  the  poor  and  needy  of  earth  are  rich  in  the  perfect  love  of  God  1 


*«> 


THE   CALL    OF    THE    CHRIS- 
TIAN. 

Not  always  as  the  whirhrind's  rush 

On  Uoreb's  mount  of  fear. 
Not  always  as  the  burning  bush 

To  Midian's  shepherd  seer, 
Nor  as  the  awAil  voice  which  came 

To  Israel's  prophet  bards, 
Nor  as  the  tongues  of  cloven  flame. 

Nor  gift  of  tearful  words,  — 

Not  always  thus,  with  outward  sign 

Of  fire  or  voice  from  Heaven, 
fhe  message  of  a  truth  divine. 

The  call  of  God  is  given  I 
Awaking  in  the  human  heart 

Love  for  the  true  and  right,  — 
Zeal  for  the  Christian's  better  part, 

Strength  fin-  the  Christian's  fight 

Nor  mito  manhood's  heart  alone 

The  holv  influence  steals : 
Warm  witn  a  rapture  not  its  own. 

The  heart  of  woman  feels  I 
As  she  who  by  Samaria's  wall 

The  Saviour's  errand  sought^  — 
As  those  who  with  the  fervent  Paul 

And  meek  Aquila  wrought : 

Or  those  meek  ones  whose  martyrdom 

Rome's  gathered  grandeur  saw : 
Or  those  who  in  their  Alpine  home 

Braved  the  Crusader's  war. 
When  the  green  Vaudois,  trembling 
heard. 

Through  all  its  vales  of  death. 
The  naii^s  song  of  triumph  poured 

Fiom  woman's  filing  breath. 


And  gently,  by  a  thousand  things 

Which  o'er  our  spirits  pass, 
Like  breezes  o'er  the  harp's  fine  string!^ 

Or  vapors  o'er  a  glass. 
Leaving  their  token  strange  and  new 

Of  music  or  of  shade. 
The  summons  to  the  right  and  true 

And  merciful  is  made. 

O,  then,  if  gleams  of  truth  and  light 

Flash  o'er  thy  waitins  mind. 
Unfolding  to  thy  mentaU  sight 

The  wants  of  human-kind ; 
If^  brooding  over  human  grief^ 

The  earnest  wish  is  known 
To  soothe  and  gladden  with  relief 

An  anguish  not  thine  own ; 

Though  heralded  with  naught  of  fisar. 

Or  outward  sign  or  show  ; 
Though  only  to  the  inward  ear 

It  whispers  soft  and  low ; 
Though  dropping,  as  the  manna  fiell. 

Unseen,  yet  from  above. 
Noiseless  as  dew-fall,  heed  it  well,  -• 

Thy  Father's  call  of  love  I 


MV  SOUL  AND  L 

Stand  still,  my  soul,  in  the  silent  dark 

I  would  question  thee. 
Alone  in  the  shadow  drear  and  stark 

With  God  and  me  I 

What,  my  soul,  was  thy  errand  here? 
Was  it  mirth  or  ease. 
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Or  heaping  up   dust   from    year   to 
year? 
"  Nay,  none  of  these  I  ** 

Speak,  soul,  arisht  in  His  holy  sight 

Whose  eye  looks  still 
And  steadily  on  thee  through  the  night : 

"To  do  his  Willi" 

What  hast  thou  done,  O  soul  of  mine. 
That  thou  tremblest  so  ?  — 

Hast  thou  wrought  his  task,  and  kept 
the  line 
He  bade  thee  go  ? 

What,  silent  all  I  —  art  sad  of  cheer  ? 

Art  fearful  now  ? 
When  God  seemed  far  and  men  were 
near, 

How  brave  wert  thou  I 

Aha  i  thou  tremblest  1 — well  I  see 

Thou  'rt  craven  grown. 
Is  it  so  hard  with  God  and  me 

To  stand  alone  ?  — 

Summon  thy  sunshine  bravery  back, 

O  wretched  sprite  I 
Let  me  hear  thy  voice  through  this  deep 
and  black 

Abysmal  nighL 

What  hast  thou  wrought  for  Right  and 
Troth, 
For  God  and  Man, 
From  the  golden  hours  of  bright-eyed 
youth 
To  life's  mid  S)jan  ? 

Ah,  soul  of  mine,  thy  tones  I  hear. 

But  weak  and  low, 
like  far  sad  murmurs  on  my  ear 

They  come  and  go. 

**!    have   wrestled    stoutly   with   the 
Wrong, 

And  borne  the  Right 
from  beneath  the  foot£Ul  of  the  throng 

To  life  and  light. 

•*  Wherever  Freedom  shivered  a  chain, 

God  speed,  quoth  I , 
To  Error  amidst  her  ahoutiQg  trun 

Igave  thelie.*' 


Ah,  soul  of  mine  !  ah,  soul  of  miitie  l 

Thy  deeds  are  well  : 
Were  they  wrought  for  Truth's  sake  Is 
•  for  thine  ? 

My  soul,  pray  tell. 

"  Of  all  the  work  my  hand  hath  wroaf  ial 

Beneath  the  skv, 
5>ave  a  place  in  kinalv  human  thovg^t. 

No  gain  have  I." 

Go  to,  go  to  I  —  for  thy  very  self 

Thy  deeds  were  done : 
lliou  for  £ame,  the  miser  for  pel^ 

Your  end  is  one  1 

And  where  art  thou  going,  soul  of  miiM  k 

Canst  see  the  end  ? 
And  whither  this  troubled  hfe  of  thinn 

Evermore  doth  tend  ? 

What  daunts  thee  now? — what  shaikQa 
thee  so? 

My  sad  soul  say. 
*'  I  see  a  cloud  like  a  curtain  low 

Hang  o*er  my  way. 

"  Whither  I  go  I  cannot  tell : 

That  cloud  hangs  black. 
High  as  the  heaven  and  deep  as  hell 

Across  my  track. 

*'  I  see  its  shadow  coldly  enwrap 

The  souls  before. 
Sadly  they  enter  it,  step  by  step, 

To  return  no  more. 

*'  They  shrink,  they  shudder,  dear  God  \ 
they  kneel 
To  thee  in  prayer. 
They  ^ut  their  eyes  on  the  cloud,  but 
feet 
That  it  still  is  there. 

'*  In  vain  thevtum  from  the  dread  Before 
To  the  known  and  Gone ; 

For  while  gazing  behind  them  evervora 
Their  ftet  glide  on. 

"  Yet,  at  times,  I  see  upon  sweet  pak 
faces 

A  liffht  begin 
To  tremble,  as  if  finom  holy  placet 

And  sbjines  within. 


MiY  SOUL  AJ^D  I. 
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*  And  at  times  methinks  their  cold  fips 
move 

With  hvQiii  and  prayer, 
4s  if  somewnat  of  awe,  but  more  of  love 

And  hope  were  there. 

**  I  call  oo  the  souls  who  have  left  the 
light 

To  reveal  their  lot ; 
I  bend  mine  ear  to  that  wall  of  night, 

And  they  answer  not 

"  But  I  hear  around  me  sighs  of  pauo 

And  the  erf  of  fear. 
And  a  sound  like  the  slow  sad  drop- 
ping of  rain, 

Each  drop  a  tear  I 

"Ah,  the  doud  is  dark,  and  day  by 
day 

I  am  moving  thither : 
I  mnst  pass  beneath  it  on  my  wav  — > 

God  pity  me  I — Whithbr  f  " 

Ah,  soul  of  mine  I  so  brave  and  wise 

In  the  life-storm  loud, 
Frontine  so  calmly  all  human  eyes 

In  the  sunlit  crowd  I 

Now  landing  apart  with  God  and  me 

Thou  art  weakness  all. 
Gazing  vainly  after  the  things  to  be 

Through  Death's  dread  waU. 

But  never  for  this,  never  for  this 

Was  thy  being  lent ; 
For  the  craven's  fear  is  but  selfishness, 

Like  his  merriment. 

Folly  and  Fear  are  sisters  twain  : 

One  closing  her  eyes. 
The  other  peopiine  the  dark  inane 

With  spectral  lies. 

Know  well,  my  soul,  God's  hand  con- 
trols 

Whate'er  thou  fearest ; 
Round  him  in  calmest  music  rolls 

Whate'er  thou  hearest. 

What  to  thee  is  shadow,  to  him  is  day. 
And  the  end  he  knoweth. 

And  not  on  a  blind  and  aimless  way 
The  spirit  goeth. 


Man  sees  no  future,  -7  a  phantom  show 

Is  alone  before  him : 
Past  Time  is  dead,  and  the  grasses  grow, 

And  flowers  bloom  o'er  him. 

Nothing  before,  nothing  behind ; 

The  steps  of  Faith 
Fall  on  the  seeming  void,  and  find 

The  rock  beneath. 

The  Present,  the  Present  is  all  thou  hast 

For  thy  sure  possessing ; 
Like  the  patriarch's  angel  hold  it  &st 

Till  it  gives  its  blessing. 

Why  fear  the  night  ?  why  shrink  fix»m 
Death. 
That  phantom  wan? 
There  is  nothing  in  heaven  or  earth 
beneath 
Save  God  and  man. 

Peopling  the  shadows  we  turn  firom  Him 

And  from  one  another ; 
All  is  spectral  and  vague  and  dim 

Save  God  and  our  brother  I 

Like  warp  and  woof  all  destinies 

Are  woven  fast. 
Linked  in  sympathy  like  the  keys 

Of  an  organ  vast. 

Pluck  one  thread,  and  the  web  ye  mar; 

Break  but  one 
Of  a  thousand  keys,  and  the  paining  jatf 

Through  all  will  run. 

O  restless  roirit  I  wherefore  strain 

Beyona  thy  sphere  ? 
Heaven  and  hell,  with  their  joy  and 
pain. 

Are  now  and  here. 

Back  to  thyself  is  measured  well   . 

All  thou  hast  given ; 
Thy  neiehbor's  wrong  is  thy  present 
nell. 

His  bliss,  thy  heaven. 

And  in  life,  in  death,  in  dark  and  light. 

All  are  in  God's  care ; 
Sound   the    blacky  abyss,    pierce   the 
deep  of  night, 

And  he  ts  there  1 
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All  which  is  real  now  remaineth, 

And  £ideth  never : 
The  hand  which  upholds  it  now  sus- 
taineth 

The  soul  forever. 

Leaning  on  him,  nudce  with  reverent 
meekness 
His  own  thy  will, 
And  with  strength  from  Him  shall  thy 
utter  weakness 
Life's  task  fulfil ; 

And  that  cloud  itself  which  now  before 
ihee 
Lies  dark  in  view, 
Shall  with  beams  of  light  from  the  inner 
glory 
Be  stricken  through. 

And  like  meadow  mist  through  autumn's 
dawn 

UproUing  thin, 
Its  thickest  folds  when  aboutthee  drawn 

Let  sunlight  in. 

Then  of  what  is  to  be,  and  of  what  is 
done,  ^ 

Why  queriest  thou  ?  — 
The  past  and  the  time  to  be  are  one. 

And  both  are  now  1 


TO  A  FRIEND. 

ON  HER  RETURN  FROM  BUROPB. 

How  smiled  the  land  of  France 
Under  thy  blue  eye's  glance, 

Ltsht-hearted  rover  I 
Old  wauls  of  chateaux  gray, 
Towers  of  an  early  day, 
Which  the  Three  Colors  play 

Flauntingly  over. 

Now  midst  the  brilliant  train 
Thronging  the  banks  of  Seine : 

Now  midst-the  splendor 
Of  the  wild  Alpine  range, 
Wakine  with  change  on  change 
Thoughts  in  thy  young  heart  strange. 

Lovely,  and  tender. 


Vales,  soil  Elyuan, 
Like  those  in  the  vision 

Of  Mina,  when,  dreaming, 
He  saw  the  long  hollow  dell. 
Touched  by  the  prophet's  spell, 
Into  an  ocean  swell 

With  its  isles  teeming. 

Qifis  wrapped  in  snows  of  year\ 
Splintering  with  icy  spears 

Autumn's  blue  heaven : 
Loose  rock  and  frozen  slide, 
Hun^  on  the  mountain-side, 
Waitnig  their  hour  to  glide 

Downward,  storm-driven ! 


Rhine  stream,  bv  castle  old. 
Baron's  and  robber's  hold. 

Peacefully  flowing ; 
Sweeping  through  vineyards 
Or  where  the  <l\fh  are  seen 
O'er  the  broad  wave  between 

Grim  shadows  throwing. 

Or,  where  St.  Peter's  dome 
Swells  o'er  eternal  Rome, 

Vast,  dim,  and  solemn,  ^ 
Hymns  ever  chanting  low,  *- 
Censers  swung  to  and  fro,  -s 
Sable  stoles  sweeping  slow 

Cornice  and  column  1 


O,  as  from  each  and  all 
Will  there  not  voices  call 

Evennore  back  again? 
In  the  mind's  gallery 
Wilt  thou  not  alwavs  see 
Dim  phantoms  beckon  th^ 

O'er  that  old  track  again  7 

New  forms  thy  presence  haunt,  — 
New  voices  softly  chant.  — 

New  faces  greet  thee !  — 
Pilgrims  from  many  a  shrine 
Hallowed  by  poet]s  line. 
At  memory  s  magic  sigf% 

Rising  to  meet  thee. 

And  when  such  visions  come 
Unto  thy  olden  home. 

Will  they  not  waken 
Deep  thoughts  of  Him  whose  hand 
Led  thee  o  er  sea  and  land 
Back  to  the  household  band 

Whence  thou  wast  taken' 
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While,  at  the  tuoaet  time. 
Swells  the  cathedral's  chime, 

Yet,  in  thy  <h«ainii}g^ 
While  to  thy  spirit's  eye_ 
Yet  the  vast  mountains  lie 
PUed  in  the  Switzer's  sky, 

Icy  and  gleaming : 

Prompter  of  suent  prayer, 
Be  the  wild  fjicture  there 

In  the  mind's  chamber, 
And,  through  each  coming  day 
Him  who,  as  staff  and  stay, 
Watched  o'er  thy  wandering  way, 

Freshly  remember. 

So,  when  the  call  shall  be 
Soon  or  late  unto  thee. 

As  to  all  given. 
Still  may  that  picture  live. 
All  its  rair  forms  survive, 
And  lo  thy  spirit ^ve 

Gladness  in  Heaven  t 


THE  ANGEL  OF  PATIENCE. 

A  rXBK  PAKAPHRASS  OP  THB  CBKIf  AN. 

To  weary  hearts,  to  mourning  homes, 
God's  meekest  Angel  gently  comes : 
No  power  has  he  to  bsmish  pain. 
Or  nve  us  back  our  lost  agam ; 
Ana  yet  in  tenderest  love,  our  dear 
And  Heavenly  Father  sends  him  here. 

There 's  quiet  in  that  Angel's  glance, 
There 's  rest  in  his  still  countenance  I 
He  mocks  no  grief  with  idle  cheer, 
Nor  wounds  with  words  the  mourner's 

ear; 
But  ills  and  woes  he  may  not  cure 
He  kindly  trains  us  to  endure. 

Angel  of  Patience  I  sent  to  calm 
Our  fieverish  brows  with  cooling  palm ; 
To  lay  the  storms  of  hope  and  fear, 
And  reconcile  life's  smile  and  tear ; 
The  throbs  of  wounded  pride  to  still, 
And  make  our  own  our  Father's  will  I 

O  thou  who  moumest  on  thy  way, 
With  longings  for  the  close  of  day ; 


He  walks  with  thee,  that  Angel  kind. 
And  gently  whispers,  **  Be  resigned : 
Bear  up,  bear  on,  the  end  shall  teU 
The   oear  Lord   ordereth  ail   things 
well  I" 
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ON  RBADING  HIS  ESSAY  OR  THK  "  PQ* 
TUKB  STATE." 

Fkiend  of  my  soul  I — as  with  moiil 
eye 

I  look  up  from  this  page  of  thine, 
Is  it  a  dream  that  thou  art  nigh, 

Thy  mild  face  gazing  into  mine  ? 

That  presence  seems  before  me  now, 
A  placid  heaven  of  sweet  moonrise. 

When,  dew-like,  on  the  earth  below 
Descends  the  quiet  of  the  skies. 

Hie  calm  brow  through  the  parted 
hair, 

The  gentle  lips  which  knewnoeulle, 
Soften ine  the  blue  eye's  thouehtfuTcars 

With  tne  bland  beauty  of  tneir  smile. 

Ah  me  !  —  at  times  that  last  dread  scene 
Of  Frost  and  Fire  and  moaning  Sea, 

Will  cast  its  shade  of  doubt  between 
I'he  failing  eyes  of  Faith  and  thee. 

Yet,  lingering  o'er  thy  charmed  pajge, 
Where  through  the  twilight  air  of 
earth,  _ 

Alike  enthusiast  and  sage. 
Prophet  and  bard,  thou  gaxest  forth; 

Lifting  the  Future's  solemn  veil : 
The  reaching  of  a  mortal  hand 

To  put  aside  the  cold  and  pale 
cloud-curtains  of  the  Unseen  Land ; 

In  thoughts  which  answer  to  my  own. 
In  words  which  reach  my  inward  ear. 

Like  whispers  from  the  void  Unknown, 
I  feel  thy  living  presence  here. 

The  waves  which  lull  thy  body's  rest, 
I'he  dust  thy  pilgrim  footsteps  trod, 

Unwasted,  through  each  change,  attest 
The  fixed  economy  of  God. 


.J 


taa 


MIS  CELL  A  UEOUS. 


Shall  tht«e  poor  elements  outlive 
The  mind  whose  kingiy  will  they 
wrought  ? 

Their  gross  unconsciousness  survive 
Thy  godlike  energy  of  thought  ? 

Thou  livh^t,  Follem  !  —  not  in  vain 
Hath  thy  fine  spirit  meekly  bonie 

The  burthen  of  Life's  cross  of  pain. 
And  the  thomed  crown  of  suffering 
worn. 

O,  while  Life's  solemn  mystery  glooms 
Around  us  like  a  dungeon's  wall,  — 

Silent  earth's  pale  and  crowded  tombs. 
Silent  the  heaven  which  bends  o'er 
aUI- 

While  day  bv  day  our  loved  ones  glide 
In  spectral  silence,  hushed  and  lone, 

To  the  cold  shadows  which  divide 
The  living  firom  the  dread  Unknown ; 

While  even  on  the  closing  eye, 
And  on  the  lip  which  moves  in  vain. 

The  seals  of  that  stem  mystery  ^ 
Their  undiscovered  trust  retain  ;  — 

And  only  midst  the  doom  of  death. 
Its  moumful  doubts  and  haunting 
fears, 

Two  pale,  sweet  angels,  Hope  and  Faith, 
Smile  dimly  on  us  through  their  tears ; 

*T  is  something  to  a  heart  like  mine 
To  think  of  ttiee  as  living  yet ; 

To  feel  that  such  a  light  as  thine 
Could  not  in  utter  darkness  set 

Less  dreary  seems  the  untried  way 
Since  thou  hast  left  thy  footprints 
there, 

And  beams  of  moumful  beauty  play 
Round  the  sad  Angel's  sable  nair. 

Oh  I — at  this  hour  when  half  the  sky 

Is  glorious  with  its  evening  light. 
And  lair  broad  fields  of  summer  lie 
,  Hung  o'er  with  greenness  in  my  sight ; 

While  through  these  elm-boughs  wet 
with  rain 
The  sunset's  golden  walls  are  seen. 


With  dover-bloom  and  yellow  grate 
And  wood-draped  hfll  and   Btre«MM 
between ; 

I  long  to  know  if  scenes  like  this 
Are  hidden  firom  an  angel's  eyes, 

I  f  earth's  fiun  iliar  loveliness 
Haunts  not  thy  heaven's  serenerskies 

For  sweetly  here  upon  thee  grew 
lite  lesson  which  that  beauty  gave. 

The  ideal  of  the  Pure  and  True 
In  earth  and  sky  and  gliding  wave. 

And  it  mav  be  that  all  which  lends 
The  soul  an  upward  impulse  here^ 

With  a  diviner  beauty  blends, 
And  greets  us  in  a  nolier  sphere. 

Throush  groves  where  blighting  never 
tell 
The  humbler  flowers  of  earth  may 
twine ; 
And  simple  draughts  firom  childhood'^ 
well 
Blend  with  the  angel-tasted  wine. 

But  be  the  inyinK  vision  veiled. 
And  let  tne  seeking  lips  be  dumb,  '— 

Where  even  seraph  eyes  have  fiiiled^ 
Shall  mortal  bundness seek  to  cornel 

We  only  know  that  thou  hast  gone. 
And  that  the  same  retumleas  tide 

Which  bore  thee  fiom  us  still  glides  on. 
And  we  who  mourn  thee  with  it  glide. 

On  all  thou  lookest  we  shall  look. 
And  to  our  gaze  erelong  shall  turn 

That  page  of  God's  mysterious  book 
We  so  much  wish,  yet  dread  V)  learn. 

With  Him|  befiare  whose  awful  power 
Thy  spirit  bent  its  trembling  knee ;  -<• 

Who,  in  the  silent  greeting  flower. 
And  forest  leai^  looked  out  on  thee,  — 

We  leave  thee,  with  a  trust  serene. 
Which  Time,  nor  Change,  nor  Death 
can  move. 
While  with  thy  childlike  faith  we  leai^ 
On    Him    whose   dearest   oaoie   k 
Lovel 


THE  QUAKER  OF  THE  OLDEN  TIME, 
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TO      THE      REFORMERS     OF 
ENGLAND. 

Odd  bleai  ye,  brothera  I — in  the  fight 
Ye  *re  waging  now,  ye  cannot  fiuJ, 

For  better  is  your  eense  of  rifi^ht 
Than  king-craft's  triple  maiL 


Than  tyrant's  law,  or  bigjot's  ban. 
More  mighty  b  your  simplest 

The  free  heart  of  an  honest  man 
Than  crosier  or  the  sword. 


Go,  —  let  your  bloated  Church  rehearse 
The  lesson  it  has  learned  ui  well : 

It  moves  not  with  its  prayer  or  cune 
The  gates  of  heaven  or  helL 

Let  the  State  scafibld  rise  again,  — 
Did  Freedom  die  when  Russell  died  ? 

Forget  ye  how  the  blood  of  Vane 
Fnmi  earth's  green  bosom  cried  ? 

The  great  hearts  of  your  olden  time 
Are  beating  with  you,  full  and  strong 

All  holy  memories  and  sublime 
And  glorious  round  ye  throng. 

The  bhifl^  bold  men  of  Runnvmede 
Are  with  ye  still  in  times  like  these ; 

The  shades  of  England's  mighty  dead. 
Your  doud  of  witnesses  I 

The  tmths  ye  urge  are  borne  abroad 
By  every  wrind  and  every  tide ; 

The  voice  of  Nature  and  of  God 
Speaks  out  upon  your  side. 

The  weapons  which  your  hands  have 
found 
Are  those  which  Heaven  itself  has 

WTOUffht, 

Light,  Truth,  and  Love ;     vour  battle- 
ground 
Hie  free,  broad  field  </  Tliought. 

No  partial,  selfish  purpose  breaks 
The  simple  beauty  of  vour  plan. 

Nor  Ue  finora  throne  or  altar  shakes 
Your  steady  &ith  in  man. 


The  Ian 
And 


iguid  poise  of  England  starts 
Dounos  beneath  your  words  of 


The  beating  of  her  million  hearts 
Is  with  you  at  this  hour  1 

O  ye  who,  with  undoubting  eyes. 
Through  present  cloud  and  gathering 
storm. 

Behold  the  span  of  Freedom's  skies. 
And  sunshme  soft  and  warm,  — 

Prns  bravely  onward  !  —  not  in  vain 
Y'our  generous  trust  in  human-kind ; 

The  good  which  bloodshed  could  not 
gain 
Your  peaceful  seal  shall  find. 

Press  on  I  —  the  triumph  shall  be  won 
Of  common  rights  and  equal  laws, 

The  glorious  dream  of  Harrington, 
And  Sidney's  good  old  cause. 

Blessing  the  cotter  and  the  crown, 
Sweetening  worn  Labor's  bitter  cop ; 

And,  plucking  not  the  highest  down, 
Liftmg  the  lowest  up. 

Press  on  I  —  and  we  who  may  not  share 
The  toil  or  glory^  of  your  fight 

Mav  ask.  at  least,  in  earnest  prayer, 
God's  blessing  on  the  right  I 


THE  QUAKER  OF  THE  OLDEN 
TIME. 

The  Quaker  of  the  olden  time  I  — 

How  calm  and  firm  and  true^ 
Unspotted  by  its  wrong  and  crime. 

He  walked  the  dark  earth  through. 
The  lust  of  power,  the  love  of  gain. 

The  thousand  lures  of  sin 
Around  him,  had  no  power  to  stain 

The  purity  within. 

With  that  deep  insight  which  detects 

All  great  thmgs  in  the  small, 
And  knows  how  each  man's  life  affects 

llie  spiritual  life  of  all. 
He  walked  by  faith  and  not  by  sight. 

By  love  and  not  by  law ; 
The  presence  of  the  wrong  or  right 

He  rather  felt  than  saw. 
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He  felt  that  wroog  with  wroocpartaiketft 

That  nochini;  stands  alone. 
That  whoso  gives  the  motive,  makes 

His  brother's  sin  his  own. 
And,  pausing  not  for  doubtiul  choice 

Of  evils  great  or  small. 
He  listened  to  that  inward  voice 

Which  called  away  from  all. 

O  Spirit  of  that  early  day. 

So  pure  and  strong  and  true. 
Be  with  ns  in  the  narrow  way 

Our  ^ithfiil  fiithers  knew. 
Give  strength  the  evfl  to  forsake, 

The  cross  of  Truth  to  bear, 
And  love  and  reverent  fear  to  make 

Our  daily  lives  a  prayer  I 


THE  REFORMER. 

All  grim  and  soiled  and  brown  with  tan, 

I  saw  a  Strong  One,  in  his  wrath. 
Smiting  the  godless  shrines  of  man 
Along  his  path. 

The   Church,  beneath  her  trembling 
dome_ 
Essayed  in  vain  her  ghostly  charm : 
Weadth  shook  within  his  gilded  hooT 
With  strange  alarm. 

Fraud  from  his  secret  chambers  Aed 

Before  the  sunlight  bursting  in  : 

Sloth  drew  her  pillow  o'er  her  head 

To  drown  the  din. 

•*SjMre,"  Art  implored,  "yon  holy  pile; 
That  grand,  old,   time*wom   turret 
spare  " ; 
Meek  Reverence,  kneeling  in  the  aisle. 
Cried  out,  "Forbear!" 

Gray-bearded  Use,  who,  deaf  and  blind. 
Groped  for  his  old  accustomed  stone. 
Leaned  on  his  staff,  and  wept  to  find 
His  seat  o'erthrown. 

Young  Romance  raised  hisdreamyeyes, 
O'erhun^  with  palv  locks  of  gold,  — 
"  Why  smite,**  he  asked  in  sad  surprise, 
"Thafiur.theold?** 


Yet  loader  raiw  the  Strong  One's  stn^B*. 

Yet  nearer  fashed  hb  asce's  gleam ; 
Shuddering  and  sick  of  heart  i  woke. 
As  from  a  dream. 

I  looked :  aside  the  dust-dood  rolled,  — - 
llie  Waster  seemed  the  Builder  to«  .* 
Up  spriitt;ing  from  the  mined  Old 
Isaw the  New. 

*T  was  bat  the  ruin  of  the  bad,  — 

The  wasting  of  the  wron^  and  ill : 
Whale*er  of  good  the  old  time  had 
Was  living  stilL 

Calm  grew  the  brows  of  him  I  feared 
The  frown  which  awed  me 


away, 
And  left  behind  a  smile  which  cfaearod 
Like  breaking  day. 

The  grain  grew  green  on  battle-plains, 
O'er  swarded  war>mounds  giaxed  the 
cow: 
The  slave  stood  forging  from  hischjdiis 
The  spade  and  plough. 

Where  frowned  the  fort,  pavilions  gay 
And    cottage    windows,    flower-en- 
twmed. 
Looked  out  unon  the  peaoefol  bay 
And  hills  behind. 

Through  vine-wreathed  cups  with  wtnf 
once  red. 
The  lights  on  brimming  crystal  fell. 
Drawn,  sparkling,  from  the  rivulet  hea/ 
And  mossy  well. 

Through  prison  walls,  like  Heaven-sent 
hope, 
Fresh  breezes  blew,  amd  sunbeantf 
strayed, 
And  with  the  idle  gallows-rope 
The  young  child  played. 

Where  the  doomed  victim  in  his  crTI 
Had  counted  o'er  the  weary  hours. 
Glad  school-girls,  answerinc  to  *hc  htr^ 
Came  crowned  with  flowers^ 

Grown  wiser  for  the  lesson  given, 

I  fear  no  longer,  for  i  know 
That,  where  the  share  is  deepest  dr^re^ 
The  best  frii^t&  grow. 
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The  outworn  rite,  the  old  abuse. 

The  pious  fraud  transparent  grown. 
The  good  held  captive  in  the  use 
Of  wrong  alone,  — 

These  wait  their  doom,  from  that  great 
law 
Which  makes  the  past  time  aenre  to- 
day; 
And  fresher  life  the  world  shall  draw 
From  their  decay. 

O,  backward-looking  son  of  time ! 
The  new  is  old,  the  old  is  new. 
The  cyde  of  a  chan^  sublime 
Still  sweeping  through. 

%  o  wisely  taught  the  Indian  seer : 

Destroyins  Seva,  forming  Brahm, 
1  fho  wake  by  turns  Earth's  love  and 
fear, 
Are  one,  the  same. 

f<fly  as  thoa,  in  that  old  day 

Thou  mooroest,  did  thy  sire  repine ; 
So,  in  his  time,  thy  child  grown  gray 
Shall  sigh  for  thine. 

But  life  shall  on  and  upward  go : 

Th*  eternal  step  of  Progress  beats 
To  that  great  antnem,  calm  and  slow, 
Which  God  repeats. 

Take    heart  I  —  the    Waster    builds 
again,— 
A  charmed  life  old  Goodness  hath  ; 
The  tares  may  perish,  —  but  the  grain 
Is  not  for  death. 

God  works  in  all  things ;  all  obey 

His  first  propulsion  from  the  night : 
Wake  thou  and  watch  !  —  the  world  is 


v^' 


morning  light  1 
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Look  on  him  I  —  through  his  dungeon 
grate 

Feebly  and  cold,  the  morning  light 
Comes  stealing  round  him,  dim  andlale, 

As  if  it  lootned  the  sight. 


Reclining  on  his  strawy  bedj 

His  hand  upholds  his  drooping  head,-* 

His  bloodless  cheek  is  seamedand  hanL 

Unshorn  his  gray,  neglected  beard ; 

And  o*er  his  bony  fingers  flow 

His  long,  dishevelled  locks  of  snow. 

No  gratefiil  fire  before  him  glows, 
And  yet  the  winter's  breath  is  chill ; 

And  o'er  his  half-dad  person  goes 
The  frequent  ague  thrill  I  ' 

Silent,  save  ever  and  anon, 

A  sound,  half  murmur  and  half  groan. 

Forces  apart  the  painful  grip 

Of  the  old  sufferer's  bearded  lip ; 

O  sad  and  crushing  is  the  fate 

Of  old  age  chained  and  desolate  I 

Just  God  !  why  lies  that  old  man  there  ? 

A  murderer  shares  his  prison  bed, 
Whose  eyeballs,   througri    his    horrid 
hair, 

Gleam  on  him,  fierce  and  red  ; 
And  the  rude  oath  and  heartless  jeer 
Fall  ever  on  his  loathing  ear, 
And,  or  in  wakefulness  or  sleep. 
Nerve,  fiesh,  and  pulses  thrill  and  creep 
Whene'er  that  ruffian's  tossing  limb, 
Crimson  with  murder,  touches  him  I 

What  has   the  gray  •  haired  prisoner 
done? 

Has  murder  stained  his  hands  with 
gore? 
Not  so ;  his  crime 's  a  fouler  one  ; 

God  made  thb  oVd  man  poor  I 
For  this  he  shares  a  felon's  cell,  — 
The  fittest  earthly  type  of  hell  1 
For  this,  (he  boon  for  which  he  poured 
His  young  blood  on  the  invader's  swo'd. 
And  counted  light  the  fearful  cost,  — 
His  blood-gained  liberty  is  lost  1 

And  so,  for  such  a  place  of  rest, 
Old  prisoner,  dropped  thy  blood  as 
rain 
On  Concord's  field,  and  Bunker's  crest. 

And  Saratoga's  plain  ? 
Look  forth,  thou  man  of  many  scars, 
Through  th^  dim  dungeon's  iron  bars; 
It  must  be  joy,  in  sootn,  to  see 
Yon  monument  upreared  to  thee,  -* 
Piled  granite  and  a  prison  cell,  — 
The  land  repays  thy  service  well  I 


i— ,— , 


u6 


3aSCELLANB0US. 


Go,  ring  the  bells  and  fire  the  gfuns, 
And  fling  the  starry  banner  out ; 
Shout  "  Freedom  I  "^  till  your  lisi 


your  lisping 


ones 


Give  back  their  cradle-shout ; 
Let  boastful  eloquence  declaim 
Of  honor,  liberty,  and  fame  ; 
Still  let  the  poet^s  strain  be  heard. 
With  glory  tor  each  second  word. 
And  everything  with  breath  agree 
To  praise  "  oar  glorious  liberty !  " 

But  when  the  patron  cannon  jars. 

That  prison's  cold  and  gloomy  wall. 
And  through  its  grates  the  stripes  and 
stars 
Rise  on  the  wind  and  (all,  — 
Think  ye  that  prisoner's  aged  ear 
Rejoices  in  the  general  cheer  ? 
Think  ye  his  dim  and  failing  eye 
Is  kindled  at  your  pageantry  f 
Sorrowing  of  soul,  and  chained  of  limb. 
What  is  your  carnival  to  him  ? 

Down  with  the  law  that  bind)  hint 
thus  I 

Unworthy  freemen,  let  it  find 
No  refuge  nrom  the  withering  curse 

Of  God  and  human  kind  I 
Open  the  prison's  living  tomb, 
And  usher  from  its  brooding  gloom 
The  victims  of  your  savace  code 
To  the  free  sun  and  air  of  God  ; 
No  longer  dare  as  crime  to  brand 
The  chastening  of  the  Almighty's  ha\id. 


LINES, 

H*  TTTBN  ON  VBADIVG  PAMPHLETS 
irUBLISHBD  BY  CLKRUVMB.X  AGAINST 
THB  ABOLITION  OF  THE  FALLOWS. 

L 

Thb  tuns  of  eighteen  centuries  have 
shone 
Since  the    Redeemer  walked   with 
man,  and  made 
The  fisher's  boat,  the  oavmi's  Hoor  of 
stone, 
And  mountun  tnpo^  a  fxDh/if  for  hK 
head: 


And  He,  who  wancterea  witli  tbe  pea** 
ant  Tew, 
And  broke  with  publicans  the  bread 

of  shame. 
And  drank,  with   blessings   in  bis 
Father's  name. 
The  water  which    Samaria's   outcast 

drew, 
Hath  now   his  temples   opon   every 
shore. 
Altar  and  shrine  and  priest,  — and 

incense  dim 
Evermore    rising,   with   low  prayer 
and  hymn, 
From  lips  which  press  the   temple's 

marble  floor, 
Or  kiss  the  gilded  sign  of  the  dread 
Cross  He  bore. 


II. 

Yet  as  of  old,  when,  meekly  *'  doing 

good," 
He  fed  a  blind  and  selfish  mvltitnde,  _ 
And  even  the  poor  companions  of  his 

lot 
With  their  dim  earthly  vision  knew  him 

not. 
How  ill  are  his  high  teachings  uk* 

derstood ! 
Where  He  hath  spoken  Liberty,  ih« 

priest 
At  his  own  altar  binds  the  chain 

anew; 
Where  He  hath  bidden  to  Life's  equal 

feast. 
The  starving  many  wait  upon  the 

few; 
Where  He  hath   spoken  Peace,   his 

name  hath  been 
The   loudest  war-cry   of   contending 

men  ; 
Priests,  pale  with  vigils,  in  his  name 

have  blessed 
The  unsheathed  sword,  and  laid  ths 

spear  in  rest. 
Wet  the  war-banner  with  their  sacred 

wine, 
And  crossed  its  blazon  with  th*  holy 

sign; 
Yea,  in  his  name  who  bade  th*  erring 

live. 
And  Aiily  taught  '•is  ki"«on,  ••  ■  *o  *•• 
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Twisted  the  cord  and  edged  the  mur- 
derous steel : 

And.  with  his  words  of  mercy  on  their 
lips, 

Hong  jgloating  o'er  the  pincer's  burn- 
ing gri^ 
And  the  enm  horror  of  the  straining 
wheel; 

Fed  the  slow  flame  which  gnawed  the 
victim's  limb} 

Who  saw  before  his  searing  eyeballs 
swim 
The  image  of  their  Christ  in  cruel 
zeal, 

Thtoogh  the  black  torment-smoke,  held 
mockingly  to  him  1 

III. 

The  Uood  which  mingled  with  the  des- 
ert sand. 
And  beaded  with  its  red  and  ghastly 
dew 

The  vines  and  olivesof  the  Holy  Land,-" 
The  shrieking  curses  of  the  hunted 
Jew,— 

The   white-sown   bones    of  heretics, 
where'er 

They  sank  beneath  the  Crusade's  holy 
spear,  — 

Goa's  dark  dungeons,  —  Malta's  sea- 
washed  cell. 
Where  vrith  the  hymns  the  ghostly 

lathers  sung 
Mingled  the  groans  by  sjibtle  torture 
wrung, 

Heaven's^  anthem  blending  with   the 
shriek  of  hell ! 

The  midnight  of  Bartholomew, — the 
stake 
Of  Smithfield,  and   that   thrice-ac- 
cursed flame 

Which    Calvin    kindled  by   Geneva's 
Uke,— 

New  England's  scaflbtd,  and  the  priest- 
ly sneer 

Which  mocked  its  victims  in  that  hour 
of  fear, 
When  ^ilt  itself  a  human  tear  might 
claim,  — 

Bear  witnos,  O   thou  wronged   and 
mercifial  One  I 

Vhct  Earth's  most  hateful  crimes  have 
•B  thy  name  been  done  1 


IT. 

Thank  God  I  that  I  have  lived  to 
the  time 
When  the  great  truth  b^ns  at  last 

to  find 
An  utterance  from  the  deep  heart  of 
mankind, 
Earnest  and  clear,  that  all  Revencb 

IS  Crime  1 
That  man  is  holier  than  a  creed,  ^ 
that  all 
Restraint  upon  him  must  consult  his 
good, 
Hope's  sunshine  linger  on  his  prison 
wall, 
And  Love  look  in  upon  his  solitude. 
The  beautiful  lesson  which  our  Saviour 


Uugbt 

hath  wrought 


igl 
Through  long,  dark  centuries  its  way 


Into  the  common  mind  and  popular 

thought ; 
And  words,  to  which  by  Galilee's  lake 

shore 
Thehumble  fishers  listened  with  hushed 

oar. 
Have  found  an  echo  in  tha  general 

heart. 
And  of  the  public  £uth  become  a  livinf 

part. 

V. 

Who  shall  arrest  this  tendency  ? — Bring 

back 
The  cells  of  Venice  and  the  bigot's 

rack  ? 
Harden  the  softening  human  heart  again 
To  cold  indifference  to  a  brother's  pain? 
Ye  most  unhappy  men  I  —  who,  turned 

away 
From  the  mild  sunshine  of  the  Gospel 

day, 
Grope  in  the  shadows  of  Man's  twi- 
light time, 
What  mean  ye,  that  with  ghoul-like 

zest  ye  orood. 
O'er  those  foul  altars  streaming  with 

warm  blood. 
Permitted  in  another  a«e  and  dime  ? 
Why  cite  that  law  with  v^ich  the  bigf 

Jew 
Rebuked  the  Pagan's  mercy,  whes 

knew 
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No  evil  m  tlt«  Just  One?~  Wherefore 
j  turn 

To  the  dark  cruel  past  ?  —  Can  ye  not 
learn 

From  the  pure  Teacher's  life,  how  mild- 
ly free 

Is  themat  Gospel  of  Humanity? 

The  Flamen's  knife  is  bloodless,  and 
no  more 

iMexitli's  alurs  soak  with  human  gore. 

No  more  the  ghastly  sacrifices  smoke 

Through  the  green  arches  of  the  Dru- 
id's oak  ; 

And  ye  of  milder  faith,  with  your  high 
claim 

Of  prophet-utterance  in   the    Holiest 
name. 

Will  ye  become  the  Druids  of  Mfrtime  I 

Set  up  yoiir  scaffold-altars  in  our  land. 

And,  consecrators  of  Law's  darkest 
crime. 
Urge  to  its  loathsome  work  the  hang- 
man's hand? 

Beware,— lest  human  nature,  roused 
at  last. 

From  its  peeled  shoulder  your  encum- 
brance cast. 
And,  sick  to  loathing  of  your  cry  for 
blood. 

Rank  ye  with  those  who  led  their  vic- 
tims round 

The  Celt's  red  altar  and  the  Indian's 
mound. 
Abhorred  of  Earth  and  Heaven, — a 
pa^;an  brotherhood  1 


THE  HUMAN  SACRIFICE. 
I. 

Far  from  his  close  and  noisome  cell. 

By  grassy  lane  and  sunny  stream. 
Blown  clover  field  and  strawberry  dell. 
And  green  and  meadow  freshness,  fell 

The  footsteps  of  his  dream. 
Again  from  careless  feet  the  dew 

Of  summer's  misty  room  he  shook ; 
Arain  with  merry  heart  he  threw 

His  light  line  m  the  rippling  brook. 
Back  crowded  all  his  school-day  jojrs,  — • 

He  urged  the  ball  and  quoit  again 
And  heard  the  shout  of  laughing  boys 

Come  ringii^  down  the  walnut  glen. 


AsAin  he  felt  the  western  brBese, 
With  scent  of  flowers  and  crisping 

And  down  again  through  wi&d-stinned 

trees 
He  saw  the  quivering^  sunlight  play. 
An  angel  in  home's  vine-hung  door, 
He  saw  his  sister  smile  once  more : 
Once  more  the  truant's  brown-locked 

head 
Upon  his  mother's  knees  was  laid,         ' 
And  sweetly  lulled  to  slumber  there, 
With  evening's  holy  hymn  and  prayer  I 

II. 

He  woke.    At  once  on  heart  and  bram 
The  present  Terror  rushed  again,  — 
Clanxed  on  his  limbs  the  felon's  chain  1 
He  woke,  to  hear  the  church-tower  tell 
Time's  footfiill  on  the  conscious  bell. 
And,  shuddering,  feel  that  clanging  din 
His  life's  last  hour  had  ushered  in; 
To  see  within  his  prison-yard. 
Through  the  small  window,  iron  bam  d. 
The  gallows  shadow  rising  dim 
Between  the  sunrise  heaven  and  him,  — 
A  horror  in  God's  blessed  air,  — 

A  blackness  in  his  rooming  light,  — 
Like  some  foul  devil-altar  there  ^ 

Built  up  by  demon  hands  at  niriit 

And,  madaened  bv  that  evil  ngnt, 
Dark,  horrible,  confused,  and  strange^ 
A  chaos  of  wild,  weltering  change. 
All  power  of  check  and  guidance  gonf , 
Dizzy  and  blind,  his  mind  swept  on. 
In  vain  he  strove  to  breatVe  a  prayer. 

In  vain  he  turned  the  Holy  Book, 
He  onlv  heard  the  rAiiows-stair 

Creak  as  the  wirid  its  timbers  shook. 
No  dream  for  hi'n  of  sin  forgiven. 

While  still  tUt  baleful  spectre  stood. 

With  its  ho;.rse  murmur,  '*  Blood /ot 
Blood  t'' 
Between  (.im  and  the  pitying  Heaven  I 

III. 

J/ow  on  his  dungeon  floor  he  knelt. 
And  smote  his  breast,  and  on  hi;, 
chaiit. 

Whose  iron  clasp  he  alwajrs  felt, 
His  hot  tears  fell  like  rain  : 

And  near  him.  with  the  cold,  calm  look 
And  tone  ot  one  whose  formal  parU 
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Unwrarmed,  unsoftcned  of  the  heart, 
Is  measured  out  by  rule  and  book. 
With  placid  lip  and  tranquil  blood, 
The  hangman  s  ghostly  ally  stood. 
Blessing  with  solemn  text  and  word 
The  gauows-drop  and  strangling  cord  ; 
Leotnng  the  sacred  GospeFs  awe 
And  sanction  to  the  crime  of  Law. 


IV. 

He  saiw  the  victim's  tortured  brow,  — 

The  sweat  of  anguish  starting  there,'" 
rhe  record  of  a  nameless  woe 
In  the  dim  eye's  imploring  stare, 
Seen  hideous  through  thelong,  damp 
hair,  — 
Fingers  of  ghastly  skin  and  bone 
Working  and  writhing  on  the  stone  !  — 
And  heard,  by  mortal  terror  wrunjc 
From   heaving  breast    and    stiffened 
tongue. 
The  choking  sob  and   low  hoane 
prajer : 
As  o*er  his  half-crazed  fiincy  came 
A  vision  of  the  eternal  flame,  — 
Its  smoking  cloud  of  agonies,  _ — 
Its  demon*worm  that  never  dies, — 
The  everlasting  rise  and  &I1 
Of  fire-waves  round  the  infernal  wall ; 
While  high  above  that  dark  red  flood, 
Black,  giant-like,  the  gallows  stood ; 
Two  busy  fiends  attending  there  : 
One  with'cold  mocking  rite  and  prayer. 
The  other  with  impatient  grasp. 
Tightening  the  death-rope's  strangling 
clasp. 

V. 

The  miielt  rite  at  length  was  done,  — 
The  pnayer  unheard  at  length  was 
said, — 
An  hour  had  passed  :  —  the  noonday 
snn 
Smote  on  the  features  of  the  dead  1 
And  he  who  stood  the  doomed  be- 
side. 
Calm  gauger  of  the  swelling  tide 
Of  mortal  s^ony  suid  fear. 
Heeding  with  curious  eye  and  ear 
Whatever  revealed  the  keen  excess 
Of  roan's  extremest  wretchedness : 
And  who  in  that  dark  anguish  saw 
An  earnest  of  the  victim's  fitte, 
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Th«  vengeful  terrors  of  God's  hw. 

The  kmdlings  of  Eternal  hate,  -^ 
The  first  drops  of  that  fiery  rain 
Which  beats  the  dark  red  realm  tk 

pain, 
Did  he  uplift  his  earnest  cries 

Against   the  crime  of   Law,  which 
gave 

His  brother  to  that  fearful  grave. 
Whereon  Hope's  moonlight  never  lies. 

And   Faith  s  white  blossoms  never 
wave 
To  the  soft  breath  of  Memory's  sighs ; — 
Which  sent  a  spirit  marred  and  stained. 
By  fiends  of  sin  possessed,  profaned. 
In  madness  and  m  blindness  stark. 
Into  the  silent,  unknown  dark  ? 
No,  —  fix)m  the  wild   and   shrinking 

dread 
With  which  he  saw  the  victim  led  ^ 

Beneath  the  dark  veil  which  divides 
Ever  the  living  firom  the  dead. 

And  Nature^s  solemn  secret  hides. 
The  man  of  prayer  can  only  draw 
New  reasons  for  his  bloodv  law ; 
New  fiiith  in  stayine  Murder's  hand 
By  murder  at  that  Law's  command ; 
New  reverence  for  the  gallows-rope. 
As  human  Nature's  kitest  hope  ; 
Last  relic  of  the  good  old  time. 
When  Power  found  license  for  its  crime, 
And  held  a  writhing  world  in  check    . 
By  that  fell  cord  about  its  neck ; 
Stifled  Sedition's  rising  shout. 
Choked  the  young  breath  of  Freedom 

out. 
And  timely  checked  the  words  which 

sprung 
From  Heresy's  forbidden  tongue ; 
While  in  its  noose  of  terror  bound. 
The  Church  its  cherished  union  found, 
Conforming,  on  the  Moslem  plan. 
The  motley-colored  mind  of  man. 
Not  by  the  Koran  and  the  Sword, 
But  by  the  Bible  and  the  Cord  I 


VI. 

O,  Thon  t  at  whose  rebuke  the  grave 
Back  to  warm  life  its  sleeper  fOtve, 
Beneath  whose  sad  and  tearful  glance 
The  cold  and  changed  countenance 
Broke  the,  still  horror  of  its  trance, 
.^kI,  waking,  saw  with  joy  abo^nb 


iy> 
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A  brother's  face  of  tenderest  love ; 
Thou,  unto  whom  the  blind  and  lame, 
The  sorrowing  and  the  sin-sick  came. 
And  from  thy  very  garment's  hem 
Drew  life  and  healing  unto  them, 
The  burden  of  thy  holy  fiiith 
Was  love  and  life,  not  hate  and  death, 
Man's  demon  ministers  of  pain. 

The  fiends  of  his  revenge  were  sent 

From  thy  pure  Gospel's  element 
To  their  dark  home  again. 
Thy  name  b  Love!    What,  then,  is 
he. 

Who  in  that  name  the  gallows  rears, 
An  awful  altar  built  to  thee. 

With  sacrifice  of  blood  and  teazs  ? 


O,  once  again  thy  healing  lay 
On  the  blind  eyes  which  \ 


not 


cnew  thee 


And  let  the  light  of  thy  pure  day 
Melt  in  upon  his  daricened  thought 

Soften  his  hard,  cold  heart,  and  show 
The    power   which   in   forbearance 
lies. 

And  let  him  feel  that  mercy  now 
Is  better  than  old  sacrifice  I 


VII. 

As  on  the  White  Sea's  charmed  shore. 

The  Parsee  sees  his  holy  hill 
With  dunnest  smoke-clouds  curtained 

o'er, 
Yet  knows  beneath  them,  evermore, 

The  low,  pale  fire  is  quivering  stiu ; 
So,  underneath  its  clouds  of  sin, 

llie  heart  of  man  retaineth  yet 
Gleams  of  its  holy  origin  ; 

And  half-quenched  stars  that  never 
set. 
Dim  colors  of  its  faded  bow, 

And  early  beauty,  linger  there, 
And  o'er  its  wasted  desert  blow 

Faint  breathings  of  its  morning  air, 
O,  never  yet  upon  the  scroll 
Of  the  sin-stained,  but  priceless  soul, 

Hath  Heaven  inscribed  "Despair  I" 
Cast  not  the  clouded  gem  away. 
Quench  not  the  dim  but  living  ray,  — 

My  brother  man,  Beware  I 
With  that  deep  voice  which  from  the 

skies 
Forbade  the  Patriarch's  sacrifice, 

God's  angel  cries,  Forbbar  1 


RANDOLPH  OF  ROANOKB 

O  Mother  Earth  I  upon  thy  lap 

Thy  w^ary  ones  receiving. 
And  o'er  them,  silent  as  a  dream. 

Thy  grassy  mantle  weaving, 
Fold  softly  in  thy  long  embrace 

That  heart  so  worn  and  broken. 
And  cool  its  pulse  of  fire  beneath 

Thy  shadows  old  and  oaken. 

Shut  out  fi:om  him  the  bitter  word 

And  serpent  hiss  of  scorning ; 
Nor  let  the  storms  of  yesterday 

Disturb  his  quiet  morning. 
Breathe  over  him  fonetfulness 

Of  all  save  deeds  of  kindness, 
And,  save  to  sniiles  of  grateful  eyes. 

Press  down  his  lids  in  blindness. 

There,  where  with  living  ear  and  eyp 

He  heard  Potomac's  nowins. 
And,  through  his  tall  anoestnu  trees* 

Saw  autumn's  sunset  glowing; 
He  sleeps,  —  still  looking  to  the  west. 

Beneath  the  dark  wood  shadow. 
As  if  he  still  would  see  the  sun 

Sink  down  on  wave  and  meadow. 

Bard,  Sage,  and  Tribune  I — in  himseU 

All  moods  of  mind  contrasting,  — 
The  tenderest  wail  of  human  woe. 

The  scorn-like  liehtninjg  blasting ; 
The  pathos  which  from  rival  eyes 

Unwilling  tears  could  summon. 
The  stinging  taunt,  the  fiery  bur»* 

Of  hatred  scarcely  human  I 

Mirth,  sparkline  like  a  diamond  sha'VM 

From  lips;ofTife-]on^  sadness ; 
Clear  picturings  of  majestic  thought 

Upon  a  ground  of  madness ; 
And  over  all  Romance  and  Sons 

A  classic  beauty  throwing. 
And  laurelled  Clio  at  his  side 

Her  storied  pages  showing. 

All  parties  feared  him  :  each  in  tunr 

Beheld  its  schemes  disjointed. 
As  right  or  left  his  fiital  glance 

And  spectral  finger  }xnnted. 
Sworn  foe  of  Cant,  he  smote  it  down 

With  trenchant  wit  unsparing. 
And,  mocking,  rent  with  ruthless  haiil 

The  robe  Iretence  was  weaxu>|^ 
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Too  lumeat  ot  too  pioud  to  feign 

A  love  he  never  cherished, 
Bevond  Vii^nia's  border  line 

His  patriotism  perished. 
While  others  hailed  in  distant  skies 

Our  eagle's  dusky  pinion,  ^ 
He  only  saw  the  mountain  bird 

Stoop  o'er  his  Old  Dominion ! 

Still  through  each  change  of  fortune 
strange. 

Racked  nerve,  and  brain  all  bumingi 
His  loving  £uth  in  Mother-land 

Knew  never  shade  of  turning ; 
By  Britain's  lakes,  by  Neva's  wave. 

Whatever  sky  was  o'er  him, 
He  heard  her  nvers'  rushing  sojund. 

Her  blue  peaks  rose  before  him. 

He  held  his  slaves,  yet  made  withal 

No  fiilse  and  vain  pretences, 
Nor  paid,  a  Ijring  priest  to  seek 

For  ScripiuRu  defences. 
Hb  hardiest  words  of  proud  rebuke, 

His  bitterest  taunt  and  sooming, 
Fell  fire*Uke  on  the  Northern  brow 

That  bent  to  him  in  fiiwning. 

He  held  his  slaves  :  vet  kept  the  while 

His  reverence  for  the  Human : 
In  the  dark  vassals  of  his  will 

He  saw  but  Man  and  Woman  ! 
No  hunter  of  God's  outraged  poor 

His  Roanoke  valley  entered  ; 
No  trader  in  the  souls  of  men 

Across  his  threshold  ventured. 

And  when  the  old  and  wearied  man 

Lay  down  for  his  last  sleeping. 
And  at  his  side,  a  slave  no  more. 

His  brother-man  stood  weeping. 
His  latest  thought,  his  latest  oreath. 

To  Freedom's  duty  giving. 
With  failing  tongue  and  trembling  hand 

The  dying  blest  the  living. 

O,  never  bore  his  ancient  State 

A  truer  son  or  braver  I 
None  trampling  with  a  calmer  soom 

On  foreign  hate  or  favor. 
He  knew  her  faults,  yet  never  stooped 

His  proud  and  manly  feeling 
Topoor  excuses  of  the  wrong 

Qt  meanness  of  concealing. 


But  none  beheld  with  clearer  esre 

The  plague-spot  o'er  her  spreading, 
None  heard  more  sure  the  steps  of  Doom 

Along  her  future  treading. 
For  her  as  for  himself  he  spake. 

When,  his  gaunt  fiame  upbracing, 
Hetiaced  withdyinghand  "  Kemorsb  !  ** 

And  perished  in  the  tracing. 

As  from  the  grave  where  Henry  sleepi^ 

From  Vernon's  weeping  willow^ 
And  from  the  crassy  pall  which  hides 

The  Sase  ofMonticello, 
So  from  the  leaf-strewn  burial-stone 

Of  Randolph's  lowly  dwelling, 
Virginia  !  o'er  thy  land  of  slaves 

A  warning  voice  is  swelling  I 

And  hark  !  from  thy  deserted  fields 

Are  sadder  warnings  spoken, 
From  quenched  hearths,  where  thy  ex- 
ned  sons 

Their  household  gods  have  broken. 
The  curse  is  on  thee,  —  wolves  for  men. 

And  briers  for  com-sheaves  giving  I 
O,  more  than  all  thy  dead  renown 

Were  now  one  hero  living  1 


DEMOCRACY. 

All  ttiinn  whatsoever  ye  would  thai 
men  ihould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  10  to 
them.—  Matthew  viL  U. 

Bbarbr  of  Freedom's  holy  light. 
Breaker  of  Slavery's  chain  and  rod. 

The  foe  of  all  which  pains  the  sight. 
Or  wounds  the  generous  ear  of  God ! 

Beautiful  yet  thy  temples  rise. 
Though    there   profaning   gifts   are 
thrown  ; 

And  fires  unkindled  of  the  skies 
Are  glaring  round  thy  altar-stone. 

Still   sacred,  —  though   thy  name    be 
breathed 
By  those  whose  hearts  thy  truth  de- 
ride ; 
And  garlands,  plucked  from  thee,  are 
wreathed 
Around  the  haughty  brows  of  Pride. 
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Of  ides!  of  my  boyhood's  time  i 
The  faith  in  which  my  father  stood, 

£ven  when  the  sons  of  Lust  and  Crime 
Had  stained  thy  peaceful  courts  with 
blood  I 

Still  to  those  courts  my  footsteps  turn, 
For  through  the  mists  which  darken 
there, 

I  see  the  flame  of  Freedom  bum,  — 
The  Kebla  of  the  patriot's  prayer  1 

The  e;enerous  feeling,  pure  and  warm, 
Which  owns  the  rights  of  ai/divine,-» 

The  pitying  heart, — the  helping  ann, — 
The  prompt  sell-sacrifice, — are  thine. 

Beneath  thy  broad,  impartial  eye,  _ 
How  fade  the  lines  of  caste  and  birth  I 

How  equal  in  their  suffering  lie 
The  groaning  multitudes  of  earth  I 

Still  to  a  stricken  brother  true. 
Whatever  dime  hath  nurtured  him  ; 

As  stooped  to  heal  the  wounded  Jew 
The  worshipper  of  Gerizim. 

By  misery  unrepelled,  unawed 
Byjpomp  or  power,  thou  seest  a  Man 

In  prmce  or  peasant,  —  slave  or  lord,  — 
Pale  priest,  or  swarthy  artisan. 

Through  all  di^^ise,  form,  place,  or 
name, 

Beneath  the  flaunting  robes  of  sin, 
Through  poverty  and  squalid  Rhame, 

Thou  lookest  on  the  man  within. 

On  man,  as  man,  retaining  yet, 
Howe'erdebased,  and  soDed,  and  dim, 

The  crown  upon  his  forehead  set,  — 
The  immortal  gift  of  God  to  him. 

And  there  is  reverence  in  thy  look  ; 

For  that  frail  form  which  mortals  wear 
The  Spirit  of  the  Holiest  took. 

And  veiled  his  perfect  brightness 
there. 

Not  from  the  shallow  babbling  fount 
Of  vain  philosophy  thou  art ; 

He  who  of^old  on  Syria's  mount 
Thrilled,  warmed,  by  turns,  the  lis- 
tener's heart. 


In  holv  words  which  caonot  die, 
In  tnoughts  which  angds  leaned  •• 
know, 

Proclaimed  thy  message  from  on  high«-^ 
Thy  mission  to  a  world  of  woe. 

That  voice's  echo  hath  not  died  I 
From  the  blue  lake  of  Galilee, 

And  Tabor's  lonely  mountain-side, 
It  calls  a  struggfing  worid  to  thee. 

Thy  name  and  watchword  o'er  this  laiMl 
I  hear  in  every  breexe  that  stirs. 

And  round  a  thousand  altars  stand 
Thy  banded  party  wonhippers. 

Not  to  these  altars  of  a  day. 
At  party's  call,  my  gift  I  bring ; 

But  on  thy  olden  shrine  I  lay 
A  freeman's  dearest  ofiering : 

The  voiceless  utterance  of  his  will,  — 
His  pledge  to  Freedom  and  to  Truth, 

That  manhood's  heart  remembers  stiU 
The  homage  of  his  generous  youth. 

Election  Day^  1843. 


TO  RONGE. 

Strike  home,    strong-hearted   man  I 

Down  to  the  root 
Of  old  oppression  sink  the  Saxon  steeL 
Thy  work  is  to  hew  down.     In  God's 

name  then 
Put  nerve  into  thy  taslc    Let  other 

men 
Plant,  as  they  .may,  ^t  bettv  tree 

whose  fruit 
The  wounded  bosom  of  the  Church 

shall  heal. 
Be  thou  the  image-breaker.    Let  thy 

blows 
Fall  heavy  as  the  Saabian's  iron  hand. 
On  crown  or  crosier,  which  shall  inter- 
pose 
Between  thee  and  the  weal  of  Father> 

land. 
Leave  creeds  to  closet  idlers.    First  of 

all, 
Shake  thou  all  Germaa  dream-land  with 

the&ll 


i 
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Ok  that  accuned  tree,  ^wfaoae  eril  trunk 
Was  qured  of  old  oy  Erfurt's  stalwart 

monk. 
Fig^t  not  with  ghosts  and  shadows. 

Let  us  hear 
The  snap  of  chain-links.    Letourglad- 

dened  ear 
Catch  the  pale  prisoner's  welcome,  as 

the  light 
Follows  thy  axe-stroke,  through  his 

cell  of  night 
Be  fiiithful  to  both  worlds ;  nor  think 

to  feed 
Earth's  starving  millions  with  the  husks 

of  creed. 
Servant  of  Him  whose  mission  high 

and  holy 
Was  to  the  wronged,  the  sorrowing,  and 

the  lowly. 
Thrust  not  his  Eden  promise  fifom  our 

sphere. 
Distant  and  dim  beyond  the  blue  sky's 

span; 
Like  him  of  Patmos,  see  it,  now  and 

here, — 
The  New  Jerusalem  comes  down  to 

man ! 
Be  warned  by  Luther's  error.    Nor 

like  him. 
When  the  roused  Teuton  dashes  from 

his  limb 
The  rusted  chain  of  a^Ees,  help  to  bind 
His  hands  for  whom  thou  claim'st  the 

freedom  of  the  mind  I 


CHALKLEY   HALL» 

How  blahd  and  sweet  the  greeting  of 
this  breeze 
To  him  who  flies 
From  crowded  street  and  red  wall's 

weary  ^leam. 
Till  far  behind  him  like  a  hideous  dream 
The  close  dark  city  lies  I 

Here,  while  the  market  murmurs,  while 
men  throng 
The  marble  floor 
Of  Mammon's  altar,  from  the  crush  and 

din 
(Mthe  world's  madness  let  me  gather  in 
My  better  thoughts  once  more. 


O,  ooce  again  revive,  while  on  m j  ear 

The  cry  of  Gain 
And  low  hoarse  hum  of  Traffic  die  away, 
Ye  blessed  memories  of  m^  early  day 

Like  sere  grass  wet  with  rain  I  — 

Once  more  let  God's  green  earth  and 
sunset  air 
Old  feelings  waken ; 
Through  weanr  years  of  toil  and  strife 

and  ill, 
O,  let  me  feel  that  my  good  angel  still 
Hath  not  his  trust  fonaken. 

And  well  do  time  and  place  befit  my 
mood: 
Beneath  the  arms 
Of  this  embtacing  wood,  a  good  man 

made 
His  home,  like  Abraham  resting  m  the 
shade 
Of  Mamre's  lonely  palms. 

Here,  rich  with  autumn  gifts  of  count- 
less year^ 
The  virgin  soil 

Turned  from  the  share  he  guided,  and 
in  rain 

And  summer  sunshine  throve  the  fruits 
and  erain 


I 


Which  blessed  his  honest  toil. 

Here,  from  his  voyages  on  the  stormy 
seas, 
Weary  and  worn. 
He  came  to  meet  his  children  and  to 

bless 
The  Giver  of  all  good  in  thankfulness 
And  praise  for  his  return. 

And  here  his  neighbors  gathered  in  to 
^reet 
Their  friend  again, 
Safe  from  the  wave  and  the  destroying 

gales, 
Which  rean  untimely  green  Bermuda's 
vales. 
And  vex  the  Carib  main. 

Tohear  the  good  man  tellof  simple  truth. 

Sown  in  an  hour 
Of  weakness  in  some  far-ofl  Indian  isle, 
From  the  parched  bosom  of  a  barren  soil. 

Raised  up  m  life  and  power : 
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How  at  those  gatharinga  in  Barbadian 
vales, 
A  tendering  love 
Came  o'er  him,  like  the  gentle  rain  from 

heaven. 
And  words  of  fitness  to  his  lipe  were 
given. 
And  strength  as  from  above : 

How  the  sad  captive  listened  to  the 
Word, 
Until  his  chain 
Grew  lighter,  and  his  wounded  spirit 

felt 
The  healing  balm  of  consolation  melt 
Upon  Its  life-long  pain : 

How  the  armed  warrior  sat  him  down 
to  hear 
Of  Peace  and  Truth, 
And  ttie   proud  ruler  and  his  Creole 

dame, 
Jewelled  and  gorgeous  in  her  beauty 
came. 
And  &ir  and  bright-eyed  youth. 

O,  for  away  beneath  New  England'ssky, 

Even  when  a  bov, 
Following  my  plough  by  Merrimack's 

green  shore, 
His  simple  record  I  have  pondered  o'er 

With  deep  and  quiet  joy. 

And  hence  this  scene,  in  sunset  glory 
warm,  — 
Its  woods  around. 
Its  still  stream  winding  on  in  light  and 

shade, 
Its  soft,  green  meadows  and  its  upland 
glade,  — 
To  me  is  holy  ground. 

And   dearer   far   than    haunts  where 
Genius  keeps 
ITis  vigils  still  : 
Than  that  where  Avon's  son  of  song  is 

laid, 
Or  Vaucluse  hallowed  by  it«5  Petrarch's 
snAclc 
Or  Virgil's  laurelled  hill. 

To  the  grav  walls  of  fallen  Parac'ete, 

^  To  Jufiel's  urn. 
Fair  Amo  and  Sorrento's  orange-grove, 


Where  Tasso  sang,  let  young  Romanoi 
and  Love 
Like  brother  pilgrims  turn. 

But  here  a  deeper  and  serener  charm 

To  all  is  given ; 
And  blessed  memories  of  the  faithfiil 

dead 
O'er  wood  and  vale  and  meadow-stream 
have  shed 
The  holy  hues  of  Heaven  1 


TO  J.  P. 

Not  as  a  poor  requital  of  the  joy 
With  which  my  childhood  heard  tlu« 

lay  of  thine. 
Which,  like  an  echo  of  the  song  divine 
At  Bethlehem  breathed  above  the  Holy 
Boy, 
Bore  to  my  ear  the  Airs  of  Palestine,— 
Not  to  the  poet,  but  the  man  I  bring 
In  friendship's  fearlesstrust  mv  offering : 
How  much  It  lacks  I  feel,  ana  thou  wilt 

see. 
Yet  well  I  know  that  thou  hast  deemed 

with  me 
Life  all  too  earnest,  and  its  time  too 

short 
For  dreamy  ease  and  Fancy's  graceful 
spjort ; 
And  girded  for  thy  constant  strife  with 
wrong, 
Like    Nehemiah    6ghting    while    he 
wrought 
The  broken  walls  of  Zion,  even  thy 

song 
Hath  a  rude  martial  tone,  a  b'^tw  in 
every  thought  1 


THE   CYPRESS -TREE   OF 
CEYLON. 

[Tbtt  Bati'TA,  thp  celebnited  MuHulman 
travuller  of  the  fourteenth  c«Dtary.  ii|>eflV« 
of  n  cyprcM-trec  in  Ceylon,  uiiiveraalljr 
held  Hiirred  bv  the  nntivet,  the  le«re«  of 
which  were  said  to  fall  only  st  certain  inter- 
vnU.  and  he  who  had  the  nappineaa  to  find 
and  eat  one  of  them,  was  raBtMed.at  once,  tv 


A   DREAM  OF  SUMMER, 
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f oath  md  Ttgor  The  trareller  mw  ■ercfml 
rcnermble  Jookes,  or  Mints,  sitting  silent 
ud  motionlcae  under  the  tree,  patlcntlj 
awaiting  the  fnlting  of  a  leaf.] 

TheV  sat  in  silent  watchfulness 
The  sacred  cypress-tree  about. 

And,  from  beneath  old  wrinkled  brows 
Their  failing  eyes  looked  out. 

Gray  Age  and  Sickness  waiting  there 
Through  weary  night  and  ungering 
day,  — 

Grim  as  the  idols  at  their  side, 
And  motionless  as  they. 

Unheeded  in  the  boughs  above 
The  song  of  Ceylon's  birds  was  sweet ; 

Unseen  otthem  the  island  flowers 
Bloomed  brightly  at  their  feet. 

O'er  them  the  tropic  night-storm  swept. 
The  thunder  crashed  on  rock  and  hill ; 

The  doud-iire  on  their  eyeballs  blazed. 
Yet  there  they  waited  still  I 

What  was  the  world  without  to  them  ? 

The  Moslem's  sunset-call, — thedance 
Of  Ceylon's  maids,  — the  passing  gleam 

Of  battle-flag  and  lance  ? 

They  waited  for  that  foiling  leaf 
Of  which  the  wandering  Jo^ees  sing : 

Which  lends  once  more  to  wintry  age 
The  greenness  of  its  spfibg. 

O,  if  these  poor  and  blinded  ones 
In  trustful  patience  wait  to  feel 

O'er  torpid  pulse  and  failing  limb 
A  youthml  freshness  steal ; 

Shall  we,  who  sit  beneath  that  Tree 
Whose  healing  leaves  of  life  are  shed. 

In  answer  to  the  breath  of  prayer, 
Upon  the  waiting  head  ; 

Not  to  restore  our  failing  forms. 
And  build  the  spirit's  broken  shrine. 

But,  on  the  fainting  soul  to  shed 
A  light  and  life  divine  ; 

Shall  we  grow  weary  in  our  watch. 
And  murmur  at  tne  long  delay? 

Impatient  of  our  Father's  time 
And  his  appointed  way  ? 


Or  shall  the  stir  of  ootward  things 
Allure  and  claim  the  Christian's  eyi^ 

When  on  the  heathen  watcher's  ear 
Their  powerless  murmurs  die  ? 

Alas  f  a  deeper  test  of  faith 
Than  prison  cell  or  martyr's  stake' 

The  selraba&ing  watchfulness 
Of  silent  prayer  may  make. 

We  gird  us  bravely  to  rebuke 
Our  erring  brother  in  the  wrong,  — 

And  in  the  ear  of  Pride  and  Power 
Otu*  warning  voice  is  strong. 

Easier  to  smite  with  Peter's  sword 
Than  *' watch  one  hour"  in  hum- 
bling prayer. 
Life's  **  great  tnings,"  like  the  Syrian 
lora. 
Our  hearts  can  do  and  dare. 

But  oh  1  we  shrink  from  Jordan's  side. 
From  waters  which  alone  can  save ; 

And  murmur  for  Abana's  banks 
And  Pharpar's  brighter  wave. 

O  Thou,  who  in  the  garden's  shade 
Didst  wake  thy  weary  ones  again. 

Who  slumbered  at  that  fearful  hour 
Forgetful  of  thy  pain  ; 

Bend  o'er  us  now,  as  over  them, 
And  set  our  sleep-bound  spirits  fire«, 

Nor  leave  us  slumbering  in  tne  watch 
Our  souls  should  keep  with  Thee  I 


A  DREAM  OF  SUMMER. 

Bland  as  the  morning  breath  of  June 

The  s<iuihwest  breezes  play  ; 
And,  through  its  haze,  the  winter  noon 

Seems  warm  as  summer's  day. 
The  snow-plumed  Angel  of  the  North 

Has  dropped  his  icy  spear ; 
Again  the  mossy  eartn  looks  forth. 

Again  the  streams  gush  clear. 

The  fox  hts  hillside  cell  forsakes. 
The  muskrat  leaves  his  nook. 

The  bluebird  in  the  meadow  brakes 
Is  singing  with  the  brook. 
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"  B«w  up,  O  Mother  Nature  ! "  crjr 
Bird,  breeze,  and  streamlet  free  ; 

*'  Our  winter  voices  prophesv 
Of  summer  days  to  thee  I  '* 

So,  in  those  winters  of  the  soul, 

By  bitter  blasts  and  drear 
O'erswept  from  Memory's  frozen  pole, 

Will  sunny  days  appear. 
Reviving  Hope  and  r  aith,  they  show 

The  soul  its  living  powers. 
And  how  beneath  the  winter's  snow 

Lie  germs  of  summer  flowers  I 

The  Nisht  is  mother  of  the  Day, 

The  Winter  of  the  Spring, 
And  ever  upon  old  Decay 

The  greenest  mosses  cling. 
Behind  the  cloud  the  starlight  lurks, 

Through)  showers  the  sunbeams  fall ; 
For  God,  who  loveth  all  his  work8» 

Has  left  his  Hope  with  all ! 

4^A  ist  montA,  1847. 


TO 


WITH  A  COPY  OF  WOOLMAN*S  JOURNAL. 

**  Get  the  writinn  of  John  Woolmsn  by 
hsart**—  E$mi/$  o/EUa. 

Maiden  I  with  the  fair  brown  tresses 
Shading  o'er  thy  dreamy  eye, 

Floating  on  thy  thoughtful  forehead 
Cloud  wreaths  of  its  sky. 

ITouthfuI  years  and  maiden  beauty, 
Joy  with  them  should  still  abide,  — 

Instinct  take  the  place  of  Duty, 
Love,  not  Reason,  guide. 

Ever  in  the  New  rejmcing, 
Kindly  beckoning  back  the  Old, 

Turning;  with  the  g^ft  of  Midas, 
All  tnmgs  into  gold. 

And  the  passing  shades  of  sadness 
Wearing  even  a  welcome  ^ise, 

As,  when  some  bright  lake  lies  open 
To  the  sunny  skies, 


I.. 


Every  wing  of  bird  above  it, 
Every  light  doud  floating  oii| 


Glitters  like  that  flashing  mixror 
In  the  selfsame  spil 

But  upon  thy  vouthful  forehead 
Something  like  a  shadow  Ues ; 

And  a  serious  soul  is  looking 
From  thy  earnest  eyes. 

With  an  early  introversion. 
Through  the  forms  of  outward 

Seeking  for  the  subtle  essence. 
And  the  hidden  springs. 

Deeper  than  the  gilded  sui&ce 
Hath  thy  wakeful  vision  seen. 

Farther  than  the  narrow  present 
Have  thy  joumeyings  been. 


Thou  hast  midst  Life's  empty  noises 
Heard  the  solemn  steps  of  Time, 

And  the  low  mysterious  voices 
Of  another  clime. 

All  the  mystery  of  Being 

Hath  upon  thy  spirit  pressed,  — 
Thoughts  which,  like  the  Deluge  wai^^ 
derer, 

Find  no  place  of  rest : 

That  which  mystic  Plato  pondered. 
That  which  2eno  heard  with  awe. 

And  the  star-rapt  Zoroaster 
In  his  night-watch  saw. 

From  the  doubt  and  daricness  sprinf 

Of  the  dim,  uncertain  Past, 
Moving  to  the  dark  still  shadows 
O'er  the  Future  cast. 

Early  hath  Life's  mighty  question 
Ttirilled  within  thy  heart  of  youth. 

With  a  deep  and  strong  beseeching : 
What  and  wherb  is  Truth? 

Hollow  creed  and  ceremonial. 
Whence  the  ancient  life  hath  fled. 

Idle  &ith  unknown  to  action. 
Dull  and  cold  and  dead. 

Oracles,  whose  wire-worited  meaningly 
Only  wake  a  quiet  scorn,  — 

Not  fifom  these  thy  seeking  q^trit 
Hath  its  answer  drawn* 
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But,  like  some  tired  child  at  even, 
Oa  thy  mother  Nature's  breast. 

Thou,  roethiqks,  art  vainly  seeking 
Truth,  and  peace,  and  rest. 

0*er  that  mother's  run;ed  features 
Thou  art  throwing  Fancy's  veil, 

Light  and  soft  as  woven  moonbeams. 
Beautiful  and  frail  I 


O'er  the  roo^  chart  of  Existence, 
Rocks  of  sin  and  wastes  of  woe, 

Soft  aira  breathe,  and   green   I 
tremble. 
And  cool  fountains  flow. 


And  to  thee  an  answer  coraeth 
From  the  earth  and  from  the  sky. 

And  to  thee  the  hills  and  waters 
And  the  stars  reply. 

But  a  soul-sufficing  answer 

Hath  no  outward  origin  : 
More  than  Nature's  many  voices 

May  be  heard  within. 

Even  as  the  great  Augustine 
Questioned  earth  and  sea  and  sky,^ 

And  the  dusty  tomes  of  learning 
And  old  poesy. 

But  his  earnest  spirit  needed 

More  than  outward  Nature  taught,  — 
More  than  blest  the  poet's  vision 

Or  the  sage's  thought 

Only  in  the  gathered  silence 
Of  a  calm  and  waiting  frame 

Lifrht  and  wisdom  as  from  Heaven 
To  the  seeker  came. 

Not  to  ease  and  aimless  quiet 
Doth  that  inward  answer  tend. 

But  to  works  of  love  and  duty 
As  our  being's  end,  — 

Not  to  idle  dreams  and  trances. 
Length  of  frice,  and  solemn  tone. 

But  to  Faith,  in  daily  strivmg 
And  performance  shown. 

Earnest  toil  and  strong  endeavor 

Of  a  spirit  which  within 
Wrestles  with  fiimiliar  evil 

And  besetting  sin ; 


And  without,  with  tireless  vigor, 
Steady  heart,  and  weapon  stroni^ 

In  the  power  of  truth  awnailing 
Every  form  of  wrong. 

Guided  thus,  how  passing  lovely 
Is  the  track  of  Woolm  an's  feet  I 

And  his  brief  and  simple  record 
How  serenely  sweet  ( 

O'er  life's  humblest  duties  throwing 
Light  the  earthling  never  knew. 

Freshening  all  its  dark  waste  places 
As  with  Hermon's  dew. 

All  which  glows  in  Pascal's  pages,  — 
All  which  sainted  Guion  sou^t. 

Or  the  blue-eyed  German  Rahel 
Half-unconscious  taught :  — 

Beautv,  such  as  Goethe  pictured, 
Sudi  as  Shelley  dreamed  of,  shed 

Living  warmth  and  starry  brightness 
Round  that  poor  man's  head. 

Not  a  vain  and  cold  ideal, 

Not  a  poet's  dream  alone. 
But  a  presence  warm  and  real. 

Seen  and  felt  and  known. 

When  the  red  right-hand  of  slaughter 
Moulders  with  the  steel  it  swung. 

When  the  name  of  seer  and  poet 
Dies  on  Memory's  tongue. 

All  bright  thoughts  andpureshallgather 
Round  that  meek  and  suffering  one- 
Glorious,  like  the  seer-seen  angel 
Standing  in  the  sun  I 

Take  the  good  man's  book  and  ponder 
What  its  pages  say  to  thee,  — 

Blessed  as  tne  hand  of  healing 
May  its  lesson  be. 

If  it  onljr  serves  to  strengthen 
Yearnings  for  a  higher  good, 

For  the  fount  of  living  waters 
And  diviner  food ; 

If  the  pride  of  human  reason 
Feels  its  meek  and  still  rebuke. 

Quailing  like  the  eye  of  Peter 
From  the  Just  One's  look  1— 


A 
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If  with  readier  ear  thou  heedest 
What  the  Inward  Teacher  saith,^ 

Ustening  with  a  willing  spirit 
And  a  childlike  &ith,  — 

Thou  ma^rst  Kve  to  bless  the  giver, 
Who,  himself  but  frail  and  weak. 

Would  at  least  the  highest  welfiure 
Of  another  seek; 

And  his  gift,  though  poor  and  lowly 
It  may  seem  to  other  eyes, 

Yet  may  prove  an  angel  holy 
In  a  pilgrim's  guise. 


LEGGETT'S  MONUMENT. 
**  re  build  the  tombs  of  the  propheti.** 

Ybs,  -pile  the  marble  o'er  him  I    It 
is  well 
That  ye  who  mocked  him  in  his  long 
stem  strife^ 


And  planted  in  the  pathway  of  hii 
life 
The  ploughshares  of  your  hatred  hot 
from  hell. 
Who  clamored  down  the  bold  re* 

former  when 
He,  pleaded  for  his  captive  fellow- 
'men. 
Who  spumed  him  in  the  market-place, 
and  sought 
Within  thy  walls,  St  Tammany,  to 
bind 
In  party  chains  the  free  and  honest 
thought, 
The  aneel  utterance  of  an  upright 
mind,   - 
Well  is  it  now  that  o'er  his  giave  ye 

raise 
The    stony    tribute    of   your    tardy 

praise. 
For  not  alone  that  {ule  shall  tell  to 

Fame 
Of  the  brave  heart  beneath,  but  of  the 
builders'  shame  1 


SONGS    OF    LABOR. 


AND 
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SON-GS  OF   LABOR. 


DEDICATION. 

I  WOULD  the  gift  I  offer  here 

Might  graces  from  thy  favor  take. 
And,  seen  through  Friendship's  at- 
mosphere* 
On  softeneid  lines  and  coloring,  wear 
rhe  unaccustomed  light  of  beauty,  for 
thy  sake. 

Few  leaves  of  Fancy's  spring  remain : 

But  what  I  have  I  give  to  thee,  — 

The  o*er-sunned  bloom  of  summer's 

plain. 
And  paler  flowers,  the  latter  rain^ 
Calls  mm  the  westering  slope  of  life's 
autumnal  lea. 

Above  the  £dlen  groves  of  green, 
Where  youth's    enchanted  forest 
stood. 
Dry  root  and  mossed  trunk  between, 
A  sober  after-^owth  is  seen. 
As  springs  the  pine  where  ^Is  the  gay* 
leafed  maple  wood  I 

Yet  birds  will  sing,  and  breezes  play 
Their  leaf-harps    in  the    sombre 
tree; 
And  throi;^h  the  bleak  and  wintry 

day 
It  keeps  Its  steady  green  alway,  — 
Co,  even  my  after-thoughts  may  have 
a  charm  for  thee. 

Art's  perfect  forms  no  moral  need. 
Ana  beauty  is  its  own  excuse  ;  *^ 
But  for  the  duU^  and  flowerless  weed 
Some  healing  virtue  still  must  plead. 
And  the  rough  ore  must  find  its  honors 
in  its  use. 


So  haply  these,  my  dmple  lays 

Of  homely  toil,  may  serve  to  shovf 
The  orchard  bloom    and  tasselled 

maize 
That  skirt  and  gladden  duty's  ways, 
The  unsung  beauty  hid  life's  common 
things  below. 

Haply  from  them  the  toiler,  bent 
Above  his  foige  or  plough,  piay 

gain 
A  manlier  spirit  of  content. 
And  feel  that  life  is  wisest  spent 
Where  the  strong  working  hand  makes 
strong  the  working  brain. 

The  doom  which  to  the  suilty  pair 
Without  the  walls  of  £den  came. 
Transforming  sinless  ease  to  care 
And  rueged  toil,  no  more  shall  bear 
The  burden  of  old  crime,  or  mark  of 
primal  shame. 

A  blessing  now,  —a  curse  no  more ; 
Since  He,  whose  name  we  breathe 
with  awe, 
The  coarae  mechanic  vesture  wore,  — 
A  poor  man  toiling  with  the  poor. 
In  labor,  as  in  prayer,  fulfilling  the 
same  law. 


THE  SHIP-BUILDERS. 

Thb  sky  is  ruddy  in  the  east, 

The  earth  is  gray  below. 
And,  spectral  in  the  river-mist, 

The  ship's  white  timbers  show. 
Then  let  tne  sounds  of  measured  strok* 

And  grating  saw  begin  ; 
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The  broad-axe  to  the  gnarled  oak, 
The  mallet  to  the  pin  I 

Hark  I  —  roan  the  bellows,  blast  on 
blast. 

The  sooty  smithy  jars. 
And  fire-sparks,  rising  far  and  fast. 

Are  fading  with  the  stars. 
All  day  for  us  the  smith  shall  stand 

Beside  that  flashing  forge  : 
All  day  for  us  his  heavy  hand 

The  groaning  anvil  scourge. 

From  far-off  hills,  the  panting  team 

For  us  is  toiling  near ; 
For  us  the  raflsmen  down  the  stream 

Their  island  barges  steer. 
Rings  out  for  us  the  axe-man*8  stroke 

In  forests  old  and  still,  — 
For  us  the  centurv-circled  oak 

Falls  crashing  down  bis  hilL 

Up  I— up  I  —  In  nobler  toil  than  ours 

No  craftsmen  bear  a  jart : 
We  make  of  Nature's  giant  powers 

The  slaves  of  human  Art. 
Lay  rib  to  rib  and  beam  to  beam. 

And  drive  the  treenails  free  ; 
Nor  faithless  joint  nor  yawning  seam 

Shall  tempt  the  searching  sea  1 

Where'er  the  keel  of  our  good  ship 

The  sea's  rough  field  shall  plough,  — 
Where'er  her  tossing  spars  shall  drip 

With  salt-spray  caugnt  below,  — 
That  ship  must  heed  her  master's  beck. 

Her  helm  obey  his  hand. 
And  seamen  tread  her  reeling  deck 

As  if  they  trod  the  land. 

Her  oaken  ribs  the  vulture-beak 

Of  Northern  ice  may  peel ; 
The  sunken  rock  and  coral  peak 

May  grate  along  her  keel ; 
And  know  we  well  the  painted  shell 

We  give  to  wind  and  wave. 
Must  float,  the  sailor's  citadel, 

Or  sink,  the  sailor's  grave  1 

Ho !  —  strike  away  the  bars  and  blocks, 
And  set  the  good  ship  free  I 

Why  lingers  on  these  dusty  rocks 
The  young  bride  of  the  sea  ? 


Look  I   how    she    moves  adown  tlitt 
grooves. 

In  graceful  beauty  now  1 
How  lowly  on  the  breast  she  loves 

Sinks  down  her  virgin  prow  I 

God  bless  her  I  wheresoever  the  breezt 

Her  snowy  wing  shall  fim. 
Aside  the  frozen  Hebrides, 

Or  sultry  Hindostan  { 
Where'er,  in  mart  or  on  the  main. 

With  peaceful  flag  unfurled. 
She  helps  to  wind  the  silken  chain 

Of  commerce  round  the  world  I 

Speed  on  the  ship  T  —  But  let  her  bear 

No  merchandise  of  sin. 
No  groaning  cargo  of  despair 

Her  roomy  hold  within ; 
No  Lethean  drug  for  Eastern  lands. 

Nor  poison-draught  for  ours: 
But  honest  fruits  of  toiling  hands 

And  Nature's  sun  and  showers. 

Be  hers  the  Prairie's  golden  grain, 

The  Desert's  golden  sand. 
The  clustered  fruits  of  sunny  Spain, 

The  spice  of  Morning-land  ! 
Her  pathway  on  the  open  main 

May  blessmgs  follow  firee. 
And  glad  hearts  welcome  back  again 

Her  white  sails  firom  the  sea  1 


THE  SHOEMAKERS. 

Ho  !  workers  of  the  old  time  styled 

The  Gentle  Graft  of  Leather  ! 
Young  brothers  of  the  ancient  guild. 

Stand  forth  once  more  together  I 
Call  out  again  your  long  array. 

In  the  Olden  meny  manner  ! 
Once  more,  on  gay  St.  Crispin's  day, 

Fung  out  your  blazoned  banner  t 

Rap,  rap  !  upon  the  well-worn  stone 

How  falls  the  polished  hammer ! 
Rap,  rap  1    the  measured  sound  hiA 
g^Town 

A  quick  and  merry  clamor. 
Now  shape  the  sole  1  now  defUy  curl 

The  glossy  vamp  around  it, 
'And  bless  the  while  the  bright-eyed  gbf 

Whose  gentle  fingers  bound  it  I 


^ 
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For  Tou,  alone  the  Spanish  ma^n 

A  nundred  keels  are  ploughing  ; 
For  vou,  (he  Indian  on  the  plain 

His  lasso-coil  is  throwing  ; 
For  you,  deep  glens  with  hemlock  dark 

The  woodman's  tire  is  lighting ; 
For  you,  upon  the  oak's  gray  baurk, 

The  woodman's  axe  is  smiting. 

For  you,  from  Carolina's  pine 

The  rosin-gum  is  stealing ; 
For  you,  the  dark-eyed  Fjorentine 

Her  silken  skein  is  reeling  ; 
For  you,  the  dizzy  goatherd  roama 

His  nigged  Alpine  ledges ; 
For  you,  round  all  her  shepherd  homes, 

Bloom  England's  thorny  hedges. 

The  foremost  still,  by  day  or  night, 

On  moated  mound  or  neather,  ^ 
Where'er  the  need  of  trampled  right 

Brought  toiling  men  together ; 
Where  the  free  burghers  from  the  wall 

Defied  the  mail-clad  master, 
Than  yours,  at  Freedom's  trumpet- ciU, 

No  craftsmen  rallied  &ster. 

Let  foplings  sneer,  let  fools  deride,  — 

Ye  need  no  idle  scomer ; 
Tree  hands  and  hearts  are  still  your 
pride, 

And  duty  done,  your  honor. 
Ye  dare  to  trust,  for  honest  £&me, 

The  jury  Time  empanels. 
And  leave  to  truth  each  noble  name 

Which  glorifies  your  annals. 

Jhy  songs,  Han  Sachs,  are  living  yet. 

In  strong  and  hearty  German  : 
And  Bloomfield's  lay,  and  Gifford's  wit. 

And  patriot  fame  of  Sherman  ; 
Still  from  his  book,  a  mystic  seer. 

The  soul  of  Behmen  teaches, 
And   England's  priestcraft  shaki»s   to 
hear 

Of  Fox's  leathern  breeches. 

The  foot  is  yours ;  where'er  it  falls, 

It  treads  your  well-wrought  leather, 
On  earthen  floor,  in  marble  halls. 

On  carpet,  or  on  heather. 
Still  there  the  sweetest  charm  is  found 

Of  matron  grace  or  vestal's, 
hA  Hebe's  foot  bore  nectar  round 

Among  t!ie  old  celestials  I 


Rap,  rap  !  —  your  stout  and  bluff  bic 
gan. 

With  footstens  slow  and  weary. 
May  wander  where  the  sky's  blue  span 

Snuts  down  upon  the  prairie. 
On  Beauty's  foot,  your  slippers  glanc% 

By  Saratoga's  fountains. 
Or  twinkle  down  the  summer  dance 

Beneath  the  Crystal  Mountains ! 

The  red  brick  to  the  mason's  hand. 

The  brown  earth  to  the  tiller's. 
The  shoe  in  yours  shall  wealth  com- 
mand. 

Like  fairy  Cinderella's  I 
As  they  who  shunned  the  household 
maid 

Beheld  the  crown  upon  her. 
So  all  shall  see  your  toil  repaid 

With  hearth  and  home  and  honor. 

Then  let  the  toast  be  freely  quaffed. 

In  water  cool  and  brimminj^,  — 
"  All  honor  to  the  good  old  Craft, 

Its  merry  men  and  women  I  " 
Call  out  again  your  long  array, 

In  the  old  time's  pleasant  manner : 
Once  more,  on  gay  St.  Crispin's  day, 

Fling  out  his  blazoned  banner  1 
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Through  heat  and  cold,  and  shower 
and  sun, 

Still  onward  cheerly  driving  I 
There  's  life  alone  in  duty  done. 

And  rest  alone  in  strivmg. 
But  see  1  the  day  is  closing  cool. 

The  woods  are  dim  before  us  ; 
The  white  fog  of  the  wayside  pool 

Is  creeping  slowly  o'er  us. 

The  night  is  falling,  comrades  mine, 

Our  toot -sore  beasts  are  weary 
And  through  yon  elms  the  tavern  sign 

Looks  out  upon  us  cheery. 
The  landlord  beckons  from  his  door. 

His  beechen  fire  is  flowing ; 
These  ample  barns,  with  feed  in  star% 

Are  filled  to  overflowing. 
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From  many  a  valley  frowned  across 

By  brows  of  rugged  mountains ; 
From  hillsides  wn«re,  through  spongy 
moss. 

Gush  out  the  river  fountains  : 
From  Quiet  farm-fields,  green  and  low. 

And  oright  with  blooming  clover ; 
From  vales  of  com  the  wandering  crow 

No  richer  hovers  over ; 

Day  after  day  our  way  has  been. 

O'er  many  a  hill  and  hollow  ; 
By  lake  and  stream,  by  wood  and  glen, 

Our  stately  drove  we  follow. 
Through  dust-ciouds  rising  thick  and 
dun. 

As  smoke  of  battle  o'er  us, 
Their  white  horns  glisten  in  the  sun, 

Like  plumes  and  crests  before  us. 

We  see  them  slowly  climb  the  hill. 

As  slow  behind  it  sinking  ; 
Or,  thronging  close,  fi-om  roadside  riU, 

Or  sunny  lakelet,  drinking. 
Now  crowding  in  the  narrow  road. 

In  thick  and  struggling  masses. 
They  glare  upon  the  teamster's  load, 

Or  rattling  coach  that  passes. 

Anon,  with  toss  of  horn  and  t^l, 

And  paw  of  hoof,  and  bellow, 
They  leap  some  farmer's  broken  pale, 

O  er  meadow-close  or  fallow. 
Forth  comes  the    startled   goodman : 
forth 

Wife,  children,  house-dog,  sally, 
nil  once  more  on  their  dusty  paiD 

The  baffled  truants  rally. 

We  drive  no  starvelings,  scraggy  grown, 

Loose-legged,  and  ribbed  and  bony. 
Like  those  who  grind  their  noses  down 

On  pastures  bare  and  stony,  — 
Lank  oxen,  rough  as  Indian  dogs. 

And  cows  too  lean  for  shadows, 
Disputing  feebly  with  the  frogs 

The  crop  of  saw-grass  meadows  I 

In  our  good  drove,  so  sleek  and  fair. 
No  bones  of  leanness  rattle  ; 

No  tottering  hide-bound   ghosts   are 
there. 
Or  Pharaoh's  evil  cattle. 


Each  stately  beeve  besi>eaks  the  hand 

That  fed  him  unrepining  ; 
The  fatness  of  a  goodly  land 

In  each  dun  hide  is  shining. 

We  've  sought  them  where,  in  wannest 
nooks, 

The  ^shest  feed  is  growing, 
By  sweetest  springs  and  clearest  brooks 

Through  honeysuckle  flowing ; 
Wherever  hillsides,  sloping  south, 

Are  bright  with  eariy  grasses 
Or,  tracking  green  the  lowland's  drouth^ 

The  mountain  streamlet  passes. 

But  now  the  day  is  closing  cool, 

The  woods  are  dim  before  us, 
The  white  fog  of  the  wayside  pool 

Is  creeping  slowly  o'er  us. 
The  cricket  to  the  frog's  bassoon 

His  shrillest  time  is  keeping  ; 
The  sickle  of  yon  setting  moon 

The  meadow-mist  is  reaping. 

The  night  is  felling,  comrades  mme, 

Our  footsore  beasts  are  weary, 
And  through  yon  elms  the  tavern  sign 

Looks  out  upon  us  cheery. 
To-morrow,  eastward  with  our  charge 

We  '11  go  to  meet  the  dawning. 
Ere  yet  the  pines  of  Kdarsai|;e 

Have  seen  the  sun  of  mcnmrng. 

When  snow-flakes  o'er  the  frozen  earth. 

Instead  of  birds,  are  flitting : 
When    children   throng   the   glowing 
hearth. 

And  quiet  wives  are  knitting : 
While  in  the  fire-light  strong  and  dear 

Young  eves  of  pleasure  glisten. 
To  tales  p^all  we  see  and  hear 

The  ears  of  home  shall  listen. 

By  many  a  Northern  lake  and  hill. 

From  many  a  mountain  pasture. 
Shall  Fancy  play  the  Drover  still, 

And  speed  the  long  night  faster. 
Then  let  us  on,  through  shower  and 
sun. 

And  heat  and  cold,  be  driving ; 
There 's  life  alone  in  duty  done. 

And  rest  alone  in  strivmg. 
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RuitRAH  I  the  seaward  breezes 

Sweep  down  the  bay  amain ; 
Heave  up,  my  lads,  the  anchor  I 

Run  up  the  sail  again  1 
Leave  to  the  lubber  landsmen 

The  rail-car  and  the  steed  ; 
The  surs  of  heaven  shall  guide  vs, 

The  breath  of  heaven  shall  speed. 

From  the  hlll'top  looks  the  steeple, 

And  the  lighthouse  from  the  sand ; 
And  the  scattered  pines  are  waving 

Their  &rewell  from  the  land. 
One  glance,  my  lads,  behind  us. 

For  the  homes  we  leave  one  sigh, 
£re  we  take  the  change  and  chances 

Of  the  ocean  and  the  sky. 

Now,  brothers,  for  the  iceberga 

Of  frxxen  Labrador, 
Floi.ing  spectral  in  the  moonshine. 

Along  the  low,  black  shore  I 
Where  like  snow  the  gannet*s  feathen 

On  Brador's  rocks  are  shed. 
And  the  noisy  murr  are  flying. 

Like  black  scuds,  overhead ; 

Where  in  mist  the  rock  is  hiding. 

And  the  sharp  reef  lurks  below. 
And  the  white  squall  smites  in  siunmer. 

And  the  autumn  tempests  blow  : 
Where,  throu||^h  gray  and  rolling  vapor, 

From  evenmg  unto  mom, 
A  thousand  boats  are  hailing, 

Horn  answering  unto  horn. 

Hurrah  I  for  the  Red  Island, 

With  the  white  cross  on  its  crown  ( 
Hurrah  I  for  M«ccatina, 

And  its  mountains  bare  and  brown  I 
Where  the  Caribou's  tall  antlers 

O'er  the  dwarf-wood  frecJy  toss. 
And  the  footstep  of  the  Mickmack 

Has  no  sound  upon  the  moss. 


I 


There  we  Ml  drop  our  lines,  and  gather 

Old  Ocean's  treasures  in. 
Where'er  the  mottled  mackerel 

Turns  up  a  steel-dark  fin. 
The  sea's  our  field  of  harvest. 

Its  scaly  tribes  our  grain ; 
We  '11  reap  the  teeming  waters 

As  at  home  they  reap  the  plain  1 

Our  wet  hands  spread  the  carpet. 

And  light  the  nearth  of  home  ; 
From  our  fish,  as  in  the  old  time. 

The  silver  coin  shall  come. 
As  the  demon  fled  the  chamber 

Where  the  fish  of  Tobit  lay, 
So  ours  firom  all  our  dwellings 

Shall  firighten  Want  away. 

Though  the  mist  upon  our  jackets 

In  tne  bitter  air  connals. 
And  our  lines  wind  scinf  and  slowly 

From  off  the  frozen  reels ; 
Though  the  fog  be  dark  around  us. 

And  the  storm  blow  high  and  loud, 
We  will  whistle  down  the  wild  wind* 

And  laugh  beneath  the  cloud  I 

In  the  darkness  as  in  daylight. 

On  the  water  as  on  land, 
God's  eye  is  looking  on  us. 

And  beneath  us  is  his  hand  1 
Death  will  find  us  soon  or  later, 

On  the  deck  or  in  the  cot ; 
And  we  cannot  meet  him  better 

Than  in  working  out  our  lot. 

Hurrah  I  — hurrah  I  —  the  west-wind 

Comes  freshening  down  the  bay. 
The  rising  sails  are  filling,  — 

Give  way,  my  lads,  give  way  I 
Leave  the  coward  landsman  clinging 

To  the  dull  earth,  like  a  weed,  — 
The  stars  of  heaven  shall  guide  us. 

The  breath  of  heaven  shall  speed  I 
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It  was  late  in  mild  October,  and  the  long  autumnal  rain 
Had  left  the  summer  harvest-fields  all  green  with  grass  again ; 
The  fir«t  sharp  firosts  had  fallen,  leaving  all  the  w(x>dlands  gay 
With  the  hues  of  snouner's  rainbow,  or  the  meadow-flowers  01  May. 

so 
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Through  a  thin,  dry  mist,  that  morning,  the  sun  rose  broad  and  redp 

At  first  a  ra^less  disk  of  fire,  hie  brightened  as  he  sped  ; 

Yet,  even  his  noontide  glory  fell  chastened  and  subdued,  ' 

On  the  cornfields  and  the  orchards,  and  softly  pictured  wood. 

And  all  that  quiet  afternoon,  slow  sloping  to  the  night. 
He  wove  with  golden  shuttle  the  hase  with  yellow  Tight : 
Slanting  through  the  painted  beeches,  he  glorified  the  hill ; 
And,  beneath  it,  pond  and  meadow  lay  brighter,  greener  still. 

And  shouting  boys  in  woodland  haunts  caught  glimpses  of  (hat  skT»  | 

Flecked  by  the  many-tinted  leaves,  and  laugheo,  they  knew  nof  why;  ! 
And  school-girls,  gay  with  aster-flowers,  beside  the  meadow  brooks,  | 

Mingled  the  glow  of  autumn  with  the  sunshine  of  sweet  looks.  ; 

From  spire  and  bam,  looked  westerly  the  patient  weathercocks ; 


But  even  the  birches  on  the  hill  stood  motionless  as  rocks.  . 

No  sound  was  in  the  woodlands,  save  the  squirrel's  dropping  .hell,  | 

And  the  yellow  leaves  among  the  boughs,  low  rustling  as  th^y  feU. 

The  summer  grains  were  harvested  :  the  stubble-fields  lay  dry. 

Where  Tune  winds  rolled,  in  lij^ht  and  shade,  the  pale  green  Mives  of  i^t 

But  still,  on  gentle  hill-slopes,  in  vallevs  fi^nged  with  wood,  ! 

Ungathered,  oleaching  in  tne  sun,  the  heavy  corn  crop  stood. 

Bent  low,  by  autumn's  wind  and  rain,  through  husks  that,  dry  and  ttn. 
Unfolded  from  their  ripened  charge,  shone  out  the  yellow  ear ; 
Beneath,  the  turoip  lay  concealed^  in  many  a  verdant  fold. 
And  glistened  in  the  slanting  light  the  pumpkin's  sphere  of  gold. 

There  wrought  the  busy  harvesters  ;  and  many  a  creaking  wain 
Bore  slowly  to  the  long  barn-floor  its  load  of  husk  and  grain  ; 
Till  broad  and  red,  as  when  he  rose,  the  sun  sank  down,  at  last. 
And  like  a  merry  guest's  farewell,  the  day  in  brightness  passed. 

■ 

And  lo  I  as  through  the  western  pines,  on  meadow,  stream,  and  poo4 

Flamed  the  red  radiance  of  a  sky,  set  all  afire  beyond,  i 

Slowly  o'er  the  eastern  sea-blufis  a  milder  glorv  shone,  i 

And  the  simset  and  the  moonrise  were  mingled  into  one  1  .  ' 

As  thus  into  the  quiet  night  the  twilight  lapsed  away,  • 

And  deeper  in  the  brightening  moon  the  tranquil  shadows  lay ;  | 

From  many  a  brown  old  farm-house,  and  hamiet  without  name,  : 
Their  milking  and  their  home-tasks  done,  the  merry  buskers 


Swung  o'er  the  heaped-up  harvest,  from  pitchforks  in  the  mow. 

Shone  dimly  down  the  lanterns  on  the  pleasant  scene  below ; 

The  erowing  pile  of  husks  behind,  the  golden  ears  before. 

And  laughing  feyes  and  busy  hands  and  brown  cheeks  glimmering  oV 

Half  hidden  in  a  quiet  nook,  serene  of  look  and  heart. 

Talking  their  old  times  over,  the  old  men  sat  apart ; 

While,  up  I'nd  down  the  unhusked  pile,  or  ne«t!'ng  in  its  shade. 

At  hide-and-seek,  with  laugh  aad  snout,  the  happy  chiidren  played. 
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UrEed  oy  the  good  host's  daughter,  a  maiden  youiw  and  £iir, 
Lifting  to  light  her  sweet  blue  eves  and  pride  of  soft  bi-own  hair, 
The  master  of  the  village  school,  sleek  of  hair  and  smooth  of  toogufl^ 
To  the  quaint  tune  of  some  old  psalm,  a  husking-ballad  sung. 


THE  CORN-SONG. 

Hkap  hiffh  the  &nner*s  wintry  hoard  I 
Heap  high  the  golden  com  ! 

No  richer  gift  has  Autumn  poured 
From  out  her  lavish  horn  I 

Let  other  lands,  exulting,  glean 

The  aq;>ple  from  the  pine. 
The  orange  from  its  glossy  green, 

The  cluster  from  the  vine ; 

We  better  love  the  hardy  gift 

Our  rugged  vales  bestow. 
To  cheer  us  when  the  storm  shall  drift 

Our  harvest-fields  with  snow. 

Through  vales  of  grass  and  meads  of 
nowers. 

Our  ploughs  their  furrows  made. 
While  on  the  hills  the  sun  and  showers 

Of  changeful  April  played. 

We  dropped  the  seed  o'er  hill  and  plain, 

Beneath  the  sun  of  May, 
And  frightened  from  our  sprouting  grain 

The  robber  crows  away. 

All  through  the  long,  bright  days  of 
June 

Its  leaves  ^rew  green  and  feir. 
And  waved  m  hot  midsummer's  noon 

Its  soft  and  yellow  hair. 

And  now,  with  autumn's  moonlit  eves, 

Its  harvest-time  has  come. 
We  pluck  away  the  frosted  leaves. 

And  bear  the  treasure  home. 

There,  richer  than  the  fabled  gift 

Apollo  showered  of  old. 
Fair  hands  the  broken  grain  shall  sift, 

And  knead  its  meal  of  gold. 

Let  vapid  idlers  loll  in  silk 
Around  their  cosily  board ; 


Give  us  the  bowl  of  samp  and  milk. 
By  homespun  beauty  poured  I 

Where'er  the  wide  old  kitchen  hearth 

Sends  up  its  smoky  ctu'ls. 
Who  will  not  thank  the  kindly  earth. 

And  bless  our  &rmer  girls  I 

Then  shame  on  all  the  proud  and  vaii^ 
Whose  folly  laughs  to  scorn 

The  blessing  of  our  hardy  grain. 
Our  wealth  of  golden  com  1 

Let  earth  withhold  her  goodly  root. 

Let  mildew  blight  the  rye. 
Give  to  the  worm  the  orchard's  fruit. 

The  wheat-field  to  the  fly : 

But  let  the  good  old  crop  adorn 

The  hills  our  fathers  trod ; 
Still  let  us,  for  his  golden  com. 

Send  up  our  thanes  to  God  I 
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Wildly  round  our  woodland  quarters, 

Sad-voiced  Autumn  grieves ; 
Thickly  down  these  swelling  waters 

Float  his  fallen  leaves. 
Through  the  tall  and  naked  timber. 

Column-like  and  old, 
Gleam  the  sunsets  of  November, 

From  their  skies  of  gold. 

O'er  us,  to  the  southland  heading. 

Screams  the  gray  wild-goose ; 
On  the  night-frost  sounds  the  treading 

Of  the  brindled  moose. 
Noiseless  creeping,  while  we  *re  sleep- 
ing. 

Frost  his  task-work  plies ; 
Soon,  his  icv  bridges  heaping. 

Shall  our  log-piles  rise. 
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When,  with  sounds  of  smothered  thun- 
der, 
On  some  night  of  rain, 
Lake  and  river  break  asunder 

Winter's  weakened  chain, 
Down  the  wild  March  flood  shall  bear 
them 
To  the  saw-milPs  wheel, 
Or  where  Steam,  the  slave,  shall  tear 
them 
With  his  teeth  of  steeL 

Be  it  starlight,  be  it  moonlight. 

In  these  vales  below, 
When  the  earliest  beams  of  sunlight 

Streak  the  mountain's  snow. 
Crisps  the  hoar-frost,  keen  and  early, 

To  our  hurrying  feet. 
And  the  forest  echoes  dearly 

All  our  blows  repeat 

Where  the  crystal  Ambiiejis 

Stretches  broad  and  clear. 
And  Millnoket's  pine-black  ridges 

Hide  the  browsing  deer : 
Where,  through  lakes  and  wide  mo- 
rasses. 

Or  through  rocky  walls. 
Swift  and  strong,  Fenobscot  passes 

White  with  foamy  &lls ; 

Where,  through  douds,  are  glimpses 
siven 

Of  Katahdin's  sides,  — 
Rock  and  forest  piled  to  heaven, 

Tom  and  ploughed  by  slides  I 
Far  below,  tne  Indian  trapping. 

In  the  sunshine  warm  ; 
Far  above,  the  snow-cloud  wrapping 

Halt  the  peak  in  storm  I 

Where  are  mossy  carpets  better 

Than  the  Persian  weaves. 
And  than  Eastern  perfumes  sweeter 

Seem  the  fadine  leaves ; 
And  a  music  wila  and  solemn. 

From  the  pine-tree's  height, 
Rolls  its  vast  and  sea-like  volume 

On  the  wind  of  night ; 

Make  we  here  our  camp  of  winter ; 

And,  through  sleet  and  snow, 
Pitchy  knot  and  beechen  splinter 

On  our  hearth  shall  glow. 


Here,  with  mirth  to  lighten  daty. 

We  shall  lack  alone 
Woman's  smile  and  girlhood's  bemtty 

Childhood's  lisping  tone. 

But  their  hearth  is  brighter  bumfa^ 

For  our  toil  to-day ; 
And  the  welcome  of  returning 

Shall  our  loss  repay. 
When,  like  seamen  from  the  waters, 

From  the  woods  we  come. 
Greeting  sisters,  wives,  and  daughters 

Angels  of  our  home  1 

Not  for  us  the  measured  ringing 

From  the  villace  spire^ 
Not  for  us  the  Sabbath  singing 

Of  the  sweet-voiced  choir : 
Ours  the  old,  majestic  temple. 

Where  God's  brightness  shines 
Down  the  dome  so  grand  and  ample. 

Propped  by  lofty  pines  I 

Throush   each   branch-enwoven   skyv 
Tight, 

Speaks  He  in  the  breeze. 
As  of  old  beneath  the  twilight 

Of  lost  Eden's  trees! 
For  his  ear,  the  inward  feeling 

Needs  no  outward  tongue : 
He  can  see  the  spirit  kneeling 

While  the  axe  is  swung. 

Heeding  truth  alone,  and  turning 

From  the  false  and  dim. 
Lamp  of  toil  or  ahar  burning 

Are  alike  to  Him. 
Strike,    then,    comrades  I — Trade  'ft 
waiting 

On  our  ru{cged  toil : 
Far  ships  waiting  for  the  fireighting 

Of  our  woodland  spoil  1 

Ships,  whose  traffic  links  these  high- 

Bleak  and  cold,  of  ours, 
With  the^  citron -pi  anted  islands 

Of  a  clime  of  flowers  ; 
To  our  frosts  the  tribute  bringing 

Of  eternal  heats: 
In  our  lap  of  winter  flinging 

Tropic  fruits  and  sweets. 
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Cheerly,  on  tl>e  axe  of  labor. 

Let  the  sunbeams  dance, 
Better  than  the  flash  of  sabre 

Or  the  gleam  of  lance ! 
Strike  I  —  With  every  blow  is  given 

Freer  sun  and  sky. 
And  the  long-hid  earth  to  heaven 

Looks,  with  wondering  eye  I 

L<Mid  behind  us  grow  the  murmurs 

Of  the  age  to  come ; 
Qang  of  smiths,  and  tread  of  fiumers. 

Bearing  harvest  home  I 
Here  her  virgin  lap  with  treaaurM 

Shall  the  green  earth  fill ; 
Waving  wheat  and  golden  maise-ears 

Crown  each  beechen  hilL 

Keep  who  will  the  city*s  allejrs. 
Take  the  smooth-shorn  plain,  — 

Give  to  us  the  cedar  valleys, 
Rocks  and  hilis  of  Maine  1 


In  our  North-land,  wild  and  woody. 

Let  us  still  have  part : 
Rueged  nurse  and  mother  sturdy, 

Hold  us  to  thy  heart ! 

O,  our  firee  hearts  beat  the  warmer 

For  thy  breath  of  snow : 
And  our  tread  is  all  the  firmer 

For  thy  rocks  below. 
Freedom,  hand  in  hand  with  labor. 

Walketh  strong  and  brave ; 
On  the  forehead  of  his  neighbor 

No  man  writeth  Slave  ! 

Lo,  the  day  breaks  !  old  Katahdin's 

Pine-trees  show  its  fires, 
While  from  these  dim  forest  gardens 

Rise  their  blackened  spires. 
Up,  my  comrades !  up  and  doing  I 

Manhood's  rugged  play 
Still  renewing,  bravely  hewing 

Through  the  world  our  way  I 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE  ANGELS  OF  BUENA  VISTA. 

Spbak  and  tell  us,  our  Ximena,  looking  northward  far  away, 
O'er  the  camp  of  the  invaders,  o'er  the  Mexican  array, 
Who  is  losing  ?  who  is  winning  ?  are  they  &r  or  come  they  near? 
Look  abroad,  and  tell  us,  sister,  whither  rolls  the  storm  we  hear. 

**  Down  the  hills  of  Angostura  still  the  storm  of  battle  rolls  ; 
Blood  is  flowing,  men  are  dying  ;  God  have  mercy  on  their  souls  I  " 
Who  is  losing?  who  is  winning? —  "Over  hill  and  over  plain, 
I  see  but  smoke  of  cannon  clouding  through  the  mountain  ram." 


Holy  Mother  I  keep  our  brothers  I  Look,  Ximena,  look  once  more. 

'*  Still  I  see  the  fearful  whirlwind  rolling  darkly  as  before, 

Bearing  on,  in  strange  confusion,  friend  and  foenian,  foot  and  horse. 

Like  some  wild  and  troubled  torrent  sweeping  down  its  mountain  course." 

Look  forth  once  more,  Ximena  !  "  Ah  !  the  smoke  has  rolled  away ; 
And  I  see  the  Northern  rifles  gleaming  down  the  ranks  of  gray. 
Hark  t  that  sudden  blast  of  bugles  !  there  the  troop  of  Minon  wheels; 
There  the  Northern  horses  thunder,  with  the  cannon  at  their  heels. 

'*  Jeso,  pity  I  how  it  thickens  I  now  retreat  and  now  advance  ! 
Right  against  the  blazing  cannon  shivers  Puebla's  chaii^ng  lance  ! 
Down  they  go,  the  brave  young  riders  ;  horse  and  foot  together  fall : 
Like  a  ploughshare  in  the  &llow.  through  them  ploughs  the  Northern  ball" 
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Nearer  came  the  stonii  and  nearer,  roOing  fiut  and  frightfiil  on  c 
Speakj  Ximena,  npeak  and  tell  us,  who  has  lost,  and  who  has  won? 
*'  Alas  !  alas  !  1  know  not :  friend  and  foe  together  fidl, 
O'er  the  dying  rush  the  living :  pray,  my  sisters,  for  them  all  1 

*'  Lo  I  the  wind  the  smoke  is  lifting :  Blessed  Mother,  save  my  braio  t 
I  can  see  the  wounded  crawling  slowly  out  from  heaps  of  slain. 
Now  they  stagger,  blind  and  bleeding  :  now  thev  ^1,  and  strive  to 
Hasten,  sisters,  haste  and  save  them,  lest  they  die  before  our  eyes  1 

**  O  mv  heart's  love  I  O  my  dear  one  I  lay  thy  poor  head  on  my  knee  : 
Dost  thou  know  the  lips  that  kiss  thee  ?    Canst  thou  bear  me  ?  canst  tlioo  4M? 
O  my  husband,  brave  and  gentle  !  O  my  Bemal,  look  once  more 
On  the  blessed  cross  before  thee  !  Mercy  I   mer^  I  all  is  o'er  > " 

Dry  thy  tears,  my  poor  Ximena  :  lay  thy  dear  one  down  to  rest ; 
Let  his  hands  be  meekly  folded,  lay  the  cross  upon  his  breast ; 
Let  his  dirge  be  sung.hereafter,  and  his  funeral  masses  said : 
To-day,  thou  poor  bereaved  one,  the  living  ask  thy  aid. 

Close  beside  her,  fiiintly  moaning,  fair  and  young,  a  soldier  lay, 
Tom  with  shot  and  pierced  with  lances,  bleeding  slow  his  life  away; 
But,  as  tenderly  before  him,  the  lorn  Ximena  knelt. 
She  saw  the  Northern  eagle  shining  on  his  pistoi-belL 

With  a  stifled  ciy  of  horror  straight  she  turned  away  her  head  ; 

With  a  sad  and  bitter  feeling  looked  she  back  upon  her  dead  : 

But  she  heard  the  youth's  low  moaning,  and  his  struggling  breath  of  pain. 

And  she  raised  the  cooling  water  to  his  parching  lips  again. 

Whispered  low  the  dying  soldier,  pressed  her  hand  and  faintly  smiled : 
Was  that  pitying  face  his  mother's  ?  did  she  watch  beside  her  child  ? 
All  his  stranger  words  with  meaning  her  woman's  heart  supplied  ; 
With  her  kiss  upon  his  forehead,  "  Mother  I  "  murmured  he,  and  died  I 

**  A  bitter  curse  upon  them,  poor  boy,  who  led  thee  forth, 
From  some  gentle,  sad*eyed  mother,  weeping,  lonely,  in  the  North  I** 
Spake  the  mournful  Mexic  woman,  as  she  laid  him  with  her  dead, 
And  turned  to  soothe  the  living,  and  bind  the  wounds  which  bled. 

Look  forth  once  more,  Ximena  !  "  Like  a  cloud  before  the  wind 
Rolls  the  battle  down  the  mountains,  leaving  blood  and  death  behind ; 
Ah  I  they  plead  in  vain  for  mercy  ;  in  the  dust  the  wounded  strive ; 
Hide  your  faces,  holy  angels  !  oh  thou  Christ  of  God,  forgive  !  ^' 
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Sink,  O  Night,  aroon^;  ihv  mountains  !  let  the  cool,  gray  shadows  fall ; 
Dying  brothers,  fightmg  <Semons,  drop  thy  curtain  over  all  1 
Through  the  thickening  winter  twilight,  wide  apart  the  battle  rolled. 
In  its  sheaih  the  sabre  rested,  and  the  cannon's  lips  grew  cold. 

But  the  noble  Mexic  women  still  their  holy  task  pursued. 

Through  that  long,  dark  night  of  sorrow,  worn  and  faint  and  lacking  food 

Over  weak  and  suffering  brothers,  with  a  tender  care  they  hung, 

A%d  the  dying  foeman  blessed  them  in  a  strarge  and  NcMtheni  tongue. 


BARCLAY  OF  URY. 
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Not  whollT  lost,  O  Father  I  is  this  evil  world  of  cure : 
Upward,  tnroa^h  its  blood  and  ashes,  sprinfj  afresh  the  Eden  flowtn ; 
From  its  smoking  hell  of  battle,  Love  and  Pity  send  their  prayer, 
And  still  thy  wbite^winged  angels  hover  dimly  in  <nir  air  I 


FORGIVENESS. 

My  heart  was  heavy,  for  its  trust  had 
been 
Abased,  its  kindness  answered  with 
foul  wrong : 
Bo,  turning  gloomily  from  my  fellow^ 
men. 
One  summer  Sabbath  day  I  strolled 
among 
The  green  mounds  of  the  village  bur- 
ial-place ; 
Where,   pondering  how  all  human 

love  and  hate 
Find  one  sad  level;  and  how,  soon 
or  late, 
Wronged  and  wrongdoer,  each  with 
meekened  fiice, 
And  cold  hands  folded  over  a  still 
heart, 
Pass  the  green  threshold  of  our  com- 
mon grave, 
Whither  all  footsteps  tend,  whence 
none  depart. 
Awed  for  myself,  and  pitting  my  race. 
Our  common  sorrow,  like   a  mighty 

wave. 
Swept  all  my  pride  away,  and  trembling 
I  forgave  I 


BARCLAY  OF  URY.« 

Ur  the  streets  of  Aberdeen, 
By  the  kirk  and  college  ereen. 

Rode  the  Laird  of  Ury : 
Oose  behind  him,  close  beside. 
Foul  of  mouth  and  evil-eyed. 

Pressed  the  mob  in  fury. 

Flouted  him  the  drunken  churl. 
Jeered  at  him  the  serving-girl. 

Prompt  to  please  her  master ; 
And  the  begsinr  carlin,  late 
Fed  and  clothed  at  Ury's  gate, 

Cursed  him  aa  he  iwtirH  her. 


Yet,  with  calm  and  stately  mieOt 
Up  the  streets  of  Aberdeen 

Came  he  slowly  riding  : 
And,  to  all  he  saw  and  heard. 
Answering  not  with  bitter  word* 

Tummg  not  for  chiding. 

Came  a  troop  with  broadswords  swing- 

Bits  and  bridles  sharplv  ringins; 

Loose  and  free  and  frowaro  ; 
Quoth  the  foremost,  "  Ride  him  down  I 
Push  him  !  orick  him  I  through  the  town 

Drive  tne  Quaker  coward  I  " 

But  from  out  th^  thickening  crowd 
Cried  a  sudden  voice  and  loud  : 

"  Barclay  I  Ho  I  a  Barclay  I " 
And  the  old  man  at  his  side 
Saw  a  comrade,  battle  tried. 

Scarred  and  sun-burned  darkly : 

Who  with  ready  weapon  bare. 
Fronting  to  the  troopers  there. 

Cried  aloud :  "  God  save  us, 
Call  ye  coward  him  who  stood 
Ankle  deep  in  Lutzen's  l|Iood, 

With  the  brave  Gustavus?" 

"  Nay,  I  do  not  need  thy  swonL 
Comrade  mine,"  said  Ury's  lora ; 

"  Put  it  up,  I  pray  thee  : 
Passive  to  his  holy  will. 
Trust  I  in  my  Master  still. 

Even  though  he  slay  me. 

"  Pledges  of  thy  love  and  faith, 
Proved  on  many  a  field  of  death. 

Not  by  me  are  needed." 
Marvelled  much  that  henchman  bol^ 
That  his  laird,  so  stout  of  old, 

Now  so  meekly  pleaded. 

"  Woe 's  the  day  I ",  he  sadly  sai^ 
With  a  slowly-snaking  head. 

And  a  look  of  pity : 
**  Ury's  hoofst  lord  revikda 
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Mock  of  knave  and  sport  of  child. 
In  his  own  good  dty  I 

*'  Speak  the  word,  and,  master  mine, 
As  we  charged  on  Tillv's  line, 

And  his  Walloon  lancers, 
Smiting  through  their  midst  we  'U  teach 
Civil  look  and  decent  speech 

To  these  boyish  prancers  ! " 

"  Marvel  not,  mine  ancient  friend. 
Like  beginning,  like  the  end  " : 

Quoth  the  Laird  of  Ury, 
"  Is  the  sinful  servant  more 
Than  his  gracious  Lord  who  bore 

Bonds  and  stripes  in  Jewry  ? 

"  Give  me  joy^  that  in  hb  name 
I  can  bear,  with  patient  frame. 

All  these  vain  ones  ofier ; 
While  for  them  He  saffereth  long, 
Shall  I  answer  viTong  with  wrong, 

Scoffing  with  the  scoflbr? 

"  Happier  I,  with  loss  of  all. 
Hunted,  outlawed,  held  in  thrall. 

With  few  friends  to  greet  me, 
Thsui  when  reeve  and  squire  were  seen, 
Riding  out  from  Aberdeen, 

With  bared  heads  to  meet  me. 

"  When  each  goodwife,  o'er  and  o'er. 
Blessed  me  as  I  passed  her  door ; 

And  the  snooded  daughter, 
Throueh  her  casement  glancing  down, 
Smiled  on  him  who  bore  renowni 

From  red  fields  of  slaughter. 

"  Hard  to  feel  the  stranger's  scoff. 
Hard  the  old  friend's  falling  off. 

Hard  to  learn  forgiving  : 
But  the  Lord  his  own  rewards, 
And  his  love  with  theirs  accords, 

Warm  and  firesh  and  living. 

"Through  this  dark  and  stormy  night 
Faith  beholds  a  feeble  light 

\Jp  the  blackness  streaking  ; 
Knowing  God's  own  time  is  b^t. 
In  a  patient  hope  I  rest 

For  the  full  day-breaking !  *' 

So  the  Laird  of  Ury  said, 
Turning  alow  his  horse's  head 


Towards  the  Tolbooth  priioQ, 
Where,  through  iron  P^tes,  he  hear# 
Poor  disciples  of  the  Woiti 

Preach  of  Christ  arisen  I 

Not  in  vain.  Confessor  old. 
Unto  us  the  tale  is  told 

Of  thy  dav  of  trial ; 
Every  age  on  him,  who  strays 
From  its  broad  and  beaten  ways. 

Pours  its  sevenfold  vial. 

Happy  he  whose  inward  ear 
Angel  comfortings  can  hear. 

O'er  the  rabble's  laughter ; 
And,  while  Hatred's  fagots  bum, 
Glimjpses  through  the  smoke  discern 

Of  the  good  hereafter. 

Knowine  this,  that  never  yet 
Share  of  Truth  was  vainW  set 

In  the  world's  wide  fallow ; 
After  hands  shall  sow  the  seed. 
After  hands  fix>m  hill  and  mead 

Reap  the  harvests  yellow. 

Thus,  with  somewhat  of  the  Seer, 
Must  the  moral  pioneer 

From  the  Future  borrow : 
Qothe  the  waste  with  dreams  of  graiiu 
And,  on  midni^t's  sky  of  rain. 

Paint  the  golden  morrow  1 


WHAT  THE  VOICE  SAID. 

Maddbked  by  Earth's  wrong  and  evil, 
"  Lord  ! "  I  cried  in  sudden  ire, 

"  From  thy  right  hand,  dothed  with 
thunder. 
Shake  the  bolted  fire  I 

"  Love  is  lost,  and  Faith  is  dying ; 

With  the  brute  the  man  is  solo  ; 
And  the  dropping  blood  of  labor 

Hardens  into  gold. 

'*  Here  the  dyinff  wail  of  Famine, 
There  the  battle's  groan  of  pain . 

And,  in  silence,  smooth-faced  M amaoa 
Reaping  men  like  grain. 


TO  DRLA  IfTARS, 
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"*  Where  u  God^  that  we  should  fear 
Him?' 

Thus  the  earth-born  Titans  say ; 
'God  I  if  thou  art  living,  hear  us  1 ' 

Thus  the  weak  ones  pray  " 

'*Thoa,  the  patient  Heaven  npbiaid- 
ing, 

Spake  a  solemn  Voice  within  ; 
**  Weai7  of  our  Lord's  forbearance. 

Art  thou  free  from  sin  ? 

"  Fearless  brow  to  Him  uplifting, 
Canst  thou  for  his  thunders  csul. 

Knowing  that  to  guilt's  attraction 
£vennore  they  fall  ? 

**  KnoVst  thou  not  all  germs  of  evil 
In  thy  heart  await  their  time  ? 

Not  thyself,  but  God's  restraining, 
Stays  their  growth  of  crime. 

"  Couldst  thou  boast,  O  child  of  weak- 
ness I 

O'er  the  sons  of  wrong  and  strife. 
Were  their  strone  temptations  planted 

In  thy  path  of  life  ? 

"Thou  hast  seen  two  streamlets  gush- 
ing 

From  one  fountain,  clear  and  free, 
fiat  by  widely  varying  channels 

Searching  for  the 


*  Gltdeth  one  through  greenest  valleys. 
Kissing  them  with  lips  still  sweet ; 

'  mo,  mad  roaring  down  the  mountains. 
Stagnates  at  their  feet. 

•*  Is  it  choice  whereby  the  Parsee 
Kneels  before  his  mother's  fire  ? 

In  his  black  tent  did  the  Tartar 
Choose  his  wandering  sire  ? 

"  He  alone,  whose  hand  is  bounding 

Human  power  and  human  will. 
Looking  throu^  each  soul's  surround- 

Knows  its  good  or  ill. 

**  For  thyself,  while  wrong  and  sorrow 
Male  to  thee  their  strong  a|q;>eal, 

C^oward  wert  thou  not  to  utter 
What  the  heart  must  feeL 


"  Earnest  words  must  needs  bo  spoken 
When  the  warm  heart  bleeds  or  Dums 

With  its  scorn  of  wrong,  or  pity 
For  the  wronged,  by  turns. 

"  But,  by  all  thy  nature's  weakness. 
Hidden  faults  and  follies  known. 

Be  thou,  in  rebuking  evil, 
Conscious  of  thine  own. 

"  Not  the  less  shall  stem-eyed  Duty 
To  thy  lips  her  trumpet  set. 

But  with  harsher  blasts  shall  mingle 
Waitings  of  regret." 

Cease  not.  Voice  of  holy  speaking, 
Teacher  sent  of  God,  be  near, 

Whispering    through    the   day's  cool 
silence. 
Let  my  spirit  hear  I 

So,  when  thoughts  of  evil-doerv 
Waken  scorn,  or  hatred  mov% 

Shall  a  mournful  fellow-feeling 
Temper  all  with  love. 


TO  DELAWARE. 

rWrttten  during  the  discnstion  In  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  in  the  winter 
of  ISM-  47,  of  a  bill  #)r  the  stwUtion  <A 
■Isvery.] 

Thricb  welcome  to  thy  sisters  of  tl 
East, 
To  the  strong  tillersof  a  ruEged  home. 
With  spray-wet  locksto  Nortnem  winds 
released, 
And  hardy  feet  o'erswept  by  <>cean'8 
foam  ; 
And  to  the  young  nymphs  of  the  golden 
West, 
Whose  harvest  mantles,  fringed  with 
prairie  bloom. 
Trail    in    the   sunset,  —  O  redeemed 
and  blest. 
To  the  warm  welcome  of  thy  sisters 
come  1 
Broad  Pennsylvania,   down  her   sail- 
white  bay 
Shall  give  thee  joy,  and  lersey  frov 
her  plains. 
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And  the  great  laket,  where  echo,  free 

alway, 
Moaned  never  shoreward  with  the 

clank  of  chains, 
Shall  weave   new  sun-bows  in   their 

tossing  spray. 
And  all  their  waves  keep  grateful  holi- 
day. 
And,  smiling    on    thee    through   her 

mountain  rains, 
Vermont  shall  bless  thee ;  and  the 

Granite  peaks, 
And  vast    Kaiahdin  o'er  his  woods, 

shall  wear 
Their  snow-crowns  brighter  in  the  cold 

keen  air  ; 
And  Massachusetts,  witli  her  rugged 

cheeks 
Overrun  with  grateful  tears,  shall  turn 

to  thee. 
When,  at  thy  bidding,  the  electric 

wire 
Shall    tremble    northward  with    its 

words  of  fire  ; 
Glory  and  praise  to  God !  another  State 

is  free  I 


WORSHIP. 

''Pnre  religion,  and  undeflled,  befbre 
God  and  the  Father  \%  this-  To  visit  the 
widows  and  the  fatherlcM  in  their  affliction, 
and  to  keep  himaeir  unspotted  fVom  the 
World.**—  JtsmtM  i.  27. 

Thb  Pagan's  myths  through  marble 
lips  are  spoken. 
And  ghosts  of  old  Beliefs  still  flit  and 
moan 
Round  fane  and  altar  overthrown  and 
broken, 
O'er  tree-grown  barrow  and  gray  ring 
of  stone. 

Blind  Faith  had  martyrs  in  those  old 
high  places, 
The  Syrian  hill  grove  and  the  Druid's 
wood. 
With  mother's  offering,  to  the  Fiend's 
embraces. 
Bone  of  their  oone,  and  blood  of  their 
own  blood. 


Red  altars,  kindling  through  that  night 
of  error. 
Smoked  with  warm  bVKKl  beneath  thft 
cruel  eye 
Of  lawless  Power  and  sanguinary  Ter- 
ror, 
Throned  on  the  circle  of  a  jritilen 
sky: 

Beneath  whose  baleful  shadow,  over- 
casting 
All  heaven  above,  and  blighting  earth 
below, 
The  scourge  grew  red,  the  lip  grew 
pale  with  listing. 
And  man's  oblation  was  his  fear  an^ 
woe  ! 

Then  through  great  temples  swelled  the 
dismal  moaning 
Of  dirge-like  music  and  sepulchral 
prayer : 
Pale  wizard  priests,  o'er  occult  symbols 
droning, 
Swung  their  white  censers  in  the  bur- 
dened air : 

As  if  the  pomp  of  rituals,  and  the 
savor 
Of  gums  and  spices  could  the  Unseen 
One  plea&e ; 
As  if  his  ear  could  bend,  with- childish 
favor, 
To  the  poor  flattery  of  the  organ  keys  I 

Feet  red  from  war-fields  trod  the  church 
aisles  holy. 
With  trembling  reverence:  and  the 
oppre55Sor  there. 
Kneeling  before  his  priest,  abased  and 
lowly. 
Crushed  human  hearts  beneath  his 
knee  of  prayer. 

Not  such  the  service  the   benignant 
Father 
Requireth  at  his  earthly  children's 
hands : 
Not  the  poor  offering  of  vain  rites,  but 
rather 
The  simph  duty  man  from  man  d«* 
mands. 


THE  DEMON  OF  THE  STUDY. 
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For  Earth  he  asks  it :  the  full  joy  of 
Heaveu 
Knoweth  no  change  of  waning  or 
increase : 
The  great  heart  of  the  In6nite  beats 
even, 
Untroubled  flows  the  river  of  his 
peace. 

He  asks  no  taper  lights,  on  high  sur- 
rounding 
The   priestly  altar  and  the  santly 


grave, 
lolort 
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No  dolorous  chant  nor  organ  music 
sounding. 
Nor  incense  clouding  up  the  twilight 
nave. 

For  he  whom  Jesus  loved  hath  truly 
spoken : 
The  holier  worship  which  he  deigns 
to  bless 
Restores  the  lost,  and  binds  the  spirit 
broken. 
And  feeds  the  widow  and  the  father- 
less! 

Types  of  our  human  weakness  and  our 
sorrow ! 
Wholivcs  unhaunted  by  his  loved  ones 
dead? 
Who,  with  vain  longing,  seeketh  not  to 
borrow 
From  stranger  eyes  the  home  lights 
which  havi  fled? 

O  brother  man  I  fold  to  thy  heart  thy 
brother ; 
Where  pity  dwells,  the  peace  of  God 
is  tnere : 
<io   worship  rightly  is   to  love  each 
other. 
Each  smile  a  hymn,  each  kindly  deed 
a  prayer. 

follow  with  reverent  steps  the  great 
example 
Of  Him  whose  holy  work  was  "doing 
good"; 
%o  shall  the  wide  earth  seem  our  Fa- 
ther's temple. 
Each  loving  lite  a  psalm  of  gratitude. 


Then  shall  all  shackles  fall :  the  stonay 
clangor 
Of  wild  war  music  o'er  the  earth  shall 
cease  ; 
Love  shall  tread  out  the  baleful  fire  ol 
anjjer, 
And  in  itsashes  plant  the  tree  of  peace  I 


THE  DEMON  OF  THE  STUDY. 

Thb  Brownie  sits  in  the  Scotchman's 

room, 
And  eats  his  meat  and  drinks  his  alc^ 
And  beats  the  maid  with  her  unusea 

broom. 
And  the  lazy  lout  with  his  idle  flail. 
But  he  sweeps  the  floor  and  threshes 

the  com. 
And  hies  him  away  ere  the  break  of 

dawn. 

Thesliadeof  Denmark  fled  from  the  sun. 
And  th«  Cocklane  ghost  from  the 
barnloft  cheer, 

The  fiend  of  Faust  was  a  faithful  one, 
Agrippa's  demon  wrought  in  fear. 

And  the  devil  of  Martin  Luther  sat 

By  the  stout  monk's  side  in  social  chat 

The  Old  Man  of  the  Sea,  on  the  neck 

of  him 

Who  seven  times  crossed  the  deep» 

Twined  closely  each  lean  and  withered 

limb, 

Like  the  nightmare  m  one's  sleep. 

But  he  drank  of  the  wine,  and  Sinoad 

cast 
The  evil  weight  firom  his  back  at  last 

But  the  demon  that  cometh  dav  by  day 

To  my  quiet  room  and  fireside  nook. 

Where  the  casement  light  falls  dim  and 

On  faded  painting  and  ancient  book. 
Is  a  sorrier  one  than  any  whose  names 
Arc  chronicled  well  by  good  king  Jamea 

No  bearer  of  burdens  like  Caliban, 
No  runner  of  errands  like  Ariel, 

He  comes  m  the  shape  of  a  fat  old  man. 
Without  rap  of  knuckle  or  poll  ol 
beU; 
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miscella  NSOUS^ 


Aad  whence  he  conaes^  or  whither  he 

goes, 
I  know  as  I  do  of  the  wind  which  blows. 

A  stout  old  man  with  a  greasy  hat 
Slouched  heavily  down  to  his  dark, 
red  nose, 
And  two  gray  eyes  enveloped  in  fat. 
Looking  through  glasses  with  iron 
bows. 
Read  ye,  and  heed  ye,  and  ye  who  can. 
Guard  well  your  doors  from  that  old 
man  I 

He  comes  with  a  careless  "  How  d'  ye 

do?" 

And  seats  himself  in  my  elbow-chair ; 

And  my  morning  paper  and  pamphlet 

new 

Fall  forthwith  under  his  special  care, 

And  he  wipes  his  glasses  and  clears  his 

throat. 
And,  button  by  button,  unfolds  his  coat 

And  then  he  reads  from  paper  and  book. 

In  a  low  and  husky  asthmatic  tone. 

With  the  stolid  sameness  of  posture  and 

look 

Of  one  who  reads  to  himself  alone ; 

And  hour  after  hour  on  my  senses  come 

That  husky  wheeze  and  that  dolorous 

hum. 

The  price  of  stocks,  the  auction  sales, 
The  poet's  song  and  the  lover's  glee, 

Tlie   horrible    murders,   the  seaboard 
gales, 
The  marriage  Ibt,  and  the  Jeu  ete- 

All  reach  my  ear  in  the  selfsame  tone, — 
I  shudder  at  each,  but  the  fiend  reads 
on  ! 

O,  sweet  as  the  lapse  of  water  at  noon 
O'er  the  mossy  roots  of  some  forest 

tree. 
The  siKh  of  the  wind  in  the  woods  of 

June, 
Or  sound  of  flutes  o'er  a  moonlight 

sea, 
0<r  the  low  soft  music,  perchance,  which 

seems 
To  flcat  through  the  slumbering  singer's 

dreams. 


So  sweet,^  so  demr  n  the  silvery  tone, 
Of  her  in  whose  features  I  sometimes 
look. 
As  I  sit  at  eve  by  her  side  alone. 
And  we  read  by  turns  from  the  self* 
same  book,  — 
Some  tale  perhaps  of  the  olden  time. 
Some  lover's  romanc*  or  quaint  old 
rhyme. 

Then  when  the  story  is  one  of  woe, — 
Some  prisoner's  plaint  through  his 
dungeon-bar, 
Her  blue  eye  glistens  with  tears,  and  low 
Her  voice  sinks  down  like  a  moan 
afar; 
And  I  seem  to  hear  that  prisoner's  wail. 
And  his  iace  looks  on  me  worn  and  pale. 

And  when  she  reads  some  oierrier  scmg» 
Her  voice  is  glad  as  an  April  bird's, 

And  when  the  tale  is  of  war  and  wrong, 
A  trumpet's  summons  is  in  her  words. 

And  the  rush  of  the  hosts  I  seem  to  hear. 

And  see  the  tossing  of  plume  ana 
spear!  — 

O,  pity  me  then,  when,  day  by  day, 
Ihe  stout  fiend  darkens  my  parhir 
door: 
And  reads  me  perchance  the  selfsikme 

Which  melted  in  music,  the  night 
before. 
From  lips  as  the  lips  of  Hylas  sweet. 
And  moved  like  twin  roses  which  zeph- 
yrs meet  I 

I  cross  my  floor  with  a  nervous  tread, 
I  whistle  and  laugh  and  sing  and 
shout, 
I  flourish  my  cane  above  his  head. 

And  stir  up  the  fire  to  roast  him  out ; 
I  topple  the  chairs,  and  drum  on  the 

pane. 
And  press  my  hands  on  my  ears,  in  vain  I 

I  've  studied  GlanviUe  and  James  tho 
wise, 
And  wizard  black-letter  tomes  which 
treat 
Of  demons  of  every  name  and  size, 
Which  a  Christian  man  is  presumed 
to  meet. 


7HB  PUMPKIif. 
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But  nerer  a  hint  and  never  a  Kne 
Can  I  find  of  a  reading  fiend  like  mine. 

I  've  crossed  the  P«a!ter  with  Brady  and 
Tale, 

And  laid  the  Primer  above  them  all, 
I  've  nailed  a  horseshoe  over  the  grate. 

And  hang  a  wig  to  mv  parlor  wall 
Once  worn  by  a  learned  Judge,  they  say, 
At  Salem  court  in  the  witchcraft  day  I 

"  C»HfMro  Uy  sceiereUtssimej 
A  btre  ad  hmm  locum  !  "  —  still 

Like  a  visible  nightmare  he  sits  by  me, — 
The  exorcism  has  lost  its  skill ; 

And  I  hear  again  in  my  haunted  room 

The  husky  wheeze  and  the  dolorous 
hum ! 

Ah  t —commend  me  to  Mary  Magdalen 
With  her  sevenfold  plagues,  —  to  the 
wandering  Jew, 
To  the  terrors  which  haunted  Orestes 
when 
I1ie  furies  his  midnight  curtains  drew. 
But  charm  him  ofi^  ye  who  charm  him 
can. 
That  reading  demon,  that  fiit   old 
man  ( 


THE  PUMPKIN. 

O,  cnBBNLY  and  fiur  tn  the  lands  of 
the  sun. 

The  vines  of  the  gourd  and  the  rich 
melon  run. 

And  the  rock  and  the  tree  and  the  cot- 
tage enfold. 

With  broad  leaves  all  greeimess  and 
blossoms  all  gold. 

Like  that  which  o'er  Nineveh's  prophet 
once  fi[rew, 

While  he  waited  to  know  that  his  warn- 
ing was  true, 

And  longed  for  the  storm-cloud,  and 
listened  in  vain 

For  the  rush  of  the  whirlwind  and  red 
fiie'Tain. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Xenii  the  dark 

Spanish  maiden 
r«hies  up  with  the  fiiiit  of  the  tangled 

vine  ladzn; 


And  the  Creole  of  Cuba  laughs  «ut  t« 
behold 

Through  orange-leaves  shinmg  the 
broad  spheres  of  gold  ; 

Yet  with  dearer  deb'ght  from  his  home 
in  the  North, 

On  the  fields  of  his  harvest  the  Yankee 
looks  forth. 

Where  crook-necks  are  coiling  and  yel- 
low fruit  shines. 

And  the  sun  of  September  melts  down 
on  his  vines. 

Ah  I  on  Thanksgiving  day,  when  from 
East  and  from  West, 

From  North  and  from  South  come  the 
pilgrim  andjguest. 

When  the  gray-haired  New-£nglander 
sees  round  his  board 

The  old  broken  links  of  affection  re- 
stored, 

When  the  care-wearied  man  seeks  his 
mother  once  more. 

And  the  worn  matron  smiles  where  the 
girl  smiled  before, 

What  moistens  the  lip  and  what  bright- 
ens the  eye  ? 

What  calls  back  the  past,  like  the  rich 
Pumpkin  pie  ? 

O,  — fruit  loved  of  boyhood  I —  the  old 

days  recalling, 
When  wood-grapes  were  purpling  and 

brown  nuts  were  falling  I 
When  wild,  ugly  faces  we  carved  in  its 

skin, 
Glaring  out  through  the  dark  with  a 

candle  within  I 
When  we  laughed  round  the  corn-heap, 

with  hearts  all  in  tune, 
Our  chair  a  broad  pumpkin,  — our  lan- 
tern the  moon. 
Telling  tales  of  the  fairy  who  travelled 

Tike  steam. 
In  a  pumpkin-shell  coach,  with  two  rats 

for  her  team ! 

Then  thanks  for  thy  pn^seiUl — none 

sweeter  or  better 
E'er  smoked  from  an  oven  or  circled  a 

platter  I 
Fairer  hands  never  wrought  at  a  pastry 

more  fine. 
Brighter  eyes  never  watched  o'er  its 

baking,  than  thin*  1 
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And  the  prayer,  which  my  mouth  is  too 
fiill  to  express. 

Swells  my  heart  that  thy  shadow  may 
never  be  less. 

That  the  davs  of  thy  lot  may  be  length- 
ened fcelow, 

And  the  fame  of  thy  worth  like  a  pump- 
kin-vine grow, 

And  thy  life  be  as  sweet,  and  its  last 
sunset  sky 

Golden-tinted  and  fair  as  thy  own 
Pumpkin  pie ! 


EXTRACT  FROM  "  A  NEW 
ENGLAND  LEGEND." 

How  has  New  England*s  romance  fled, 

Even  as  a  vision  of  the  morning  ( 
Its     rites    foredone,  —  its     guardians 

dead,  — 
Its  priestesses,  bereft  of  dread, 

Waking  the  veriest  urchin's  scorning  I 
Gone  like  the  Indian  wizard's  yell 

And  fire-dance  round  the  magic  rock, 
Forgotten  like  the  Druid's  spell 

Ai  moonrise  by  his  holy  oak  I 
No  more  along  the  shadowy  glen, 
Glide  the  dim  ghosts  of  murdered  men  ; 
No  more  the  unquiet  churchyard  dead 
Glimpse  upward  from  their  turfy  bed. 

Startling  the  traveller,  late  and  lone  : 
As,  on  some  night  of  starless  weather, 
They  silently  commune  together. 

Each  sitting  on  his  own  nead -stone  1 
The  roofless  house,  decayed,  deserted. 
Its  living  tenants  all  departed. 
No  longer  rings  with  midnight  revel 
Of  witch,  or  ghost,  or  goblin  evil ; 
No  pale  blue  flame  sends  out  its  flashes 
Through  creviced  roof  and  shattered 

sashes  1  — 
The  witch-grass  round  the  hazel  spring 
May  sharply  to  the  night-air  sing. 
But  there  no  more  shall  withered  hags 
Refresh  at  ease  their  broomstick  nags. 
Or  taste  those  hazel-shadowed  waters 
Asbeverage  meet  for  Satan's  daughters ; 
No  more  their  mimic  tones  be  heard,  — 
The  mew  of  cat,  —  the  chirp  of  bird,  — 
Shrill  blending  with  the  hoarser  laugh- 
ter 
Of  the  fell  demon  following  after  I 


The  cautious  goodman  nails  no  mora 
A  horseshoe  on  his  outer  door. 
Lest  some  unseemly  hag  should  fit 
I'o  his  own  mouth  her  bridle-bit,  — 
The  goodwife's  chum  no  more  refuses 
Its  wonted  culinary  uses 
Until,  with  heated  needle  burned. 
The  witch  has  to  her  place  returned  I 
Our  witches  are  no  longer  old 
And  wrinkled  beldames,  Satan-sold, 
But  young  and  gay  and  laughing  crea- 
tures, 
With  the  heart's  sunshine  on  their  fea- 
tures, — 
Their  sorcery —  the  light  which  dances 
Where  the  raised  lid  unveils  its  glances : 
Or  that  low-breathed  and  gentle  tone. 

The  music  of  Love's  twilight  hours. 
Soft,  dreamlike,  as  a  fairy's  moan 

Alsove  her  nightlv  closing  flowersr 
Sweeter  than  that  w'hich  si^ed  of  yorew 
Along  the  charmed  Ausonian  shore  I 
Even  she,  our  own  weird  heroine. 
Sole  Pythoness  of  ancient  Lynn, 

Sleepscalmly  where  thelivtng  laid  her ; 
And  the  wide  realm  of  sorcery. 
Left  by  its  latest  mistress  free, 

Hatn  found  no  gray  and  skilled  ii** 
vader : 
So  perished  Albion's  "glammarye," 

with  him  in  Melrose  Abbey  sleeping* 
His  charmed  torch  beside  his  knee, 
That  even  the  dead  himself  might  see 

The  magic  scroll  within  his  keeping. 
And  now  our  modem  Yankee  sees 
Nor  omens,  spells,  nor  mysteries  : 
And  naught  above,  below,  around. 
Of  life  or  death,  of  sight  or  sound, 

Whate'er  its  nature,  form,  or  look. 
Excites  his  terror  or  surprise,  — 
All  seeming  to  his  knowmg  eyes 
Familiar  as  his  "  catechize," 

Or  ••  Webster's  Spelling- Book." 


HAMPTON  BEACH. 

The  sunlight  glitters  keen  and  bri^t, 

Where,  miles  away. 
Lies  stretching  to  my  danled  sight 
A  luminous  belt,  a  misty  lights 
Beyond  the  dark  pine  blu&  and 
of  sandy  gray. 


HAMPTON  BEACH. 
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Tim:  tr  "niUou   shadow  of  the  Sea  1 

A^inst  it»  grouiKl 
Of  silvery  Jight.  rock,  hill,  and  tree. 
Still  as  a  picture,  clear  and  free, 
With  varying  outline  mark  the  coast 
for  miles  around. 

On — on^ — we  tread  with  looae-flung 
rein 
Our  seaward  way. 
Through  dark-green  fields  and  bios- 

sorainf^  grain, 
Where  the  wild  brier-rose  skirts  the 
lane, 
l^nd  bends  above  our  heads  the  flower- 
ing locust  spray. 

Ha !  like  a  kind  hand  on  my  brow 

Comes  this  fresh  breeae. 
Cooling  its  dull  and  feverish  glow. 
While  through  my  being  seems  to  flow 
fhe  breath  of  a  new  life,  —  the  healing 
of  the  seas  1 

Now  rest  we,  where  this  grassy  mound 

His  feet  hath  set 
In  the  great  waters,  which  have  bound 
His  granite  ankles  greenly  round 
With  long  and  tangled  moss,  and  weeds 
with  cool  spray  weL 

Good  by  to  pain  and  care  I  I  take 

Mine  eajte  to-day : 
Here  where  these  sunny  waters  break. 
And  ripples  this  keen  breeze,  I  shake 
Ml  boidens  from  the  heart,  all  weary 
thoughts  away. 

I  draw  a  finrter  breath  —  I  seem 

Like  all  1  see  — 
Waves  in  the  sun — the  white-winged 

gleam  ^ 
Of  sea-birds  in  the  slanting  beam  — 
And  faroff  sails  which  flit  before  the 
south-wind  free. 

So  when  Time's  veil  shall  fall  asunder, 

The  soul  may  know 
No  fearful  change,  nor  sudden  wonder, 
Nor  sink  the  weight  of  mystery  under. 
But  wtih  the  upward  lisr,  aid  trith  the 
yaabiew  gr/w. 


And  all  we  shrink  from  now  may  s««m 

No  new  revealing ; 
Familiar  as  our  childhood's  stream. 
Or  pleasant  memory  of  a  dream 
The  loved  and  cherished  Past  upon  the 
new  life  stealing. 

Serene  and  mild  the  untried  light 

May  have  its  dawning  ; 
And,  as  in  summer's  northern  night 
The  evening  and  the  dawn  unite, 
The  sunset  hues  of  Time  blend  with 
the  soul's  new  morning. 

I  sit  alone ;  in  foam  and  spray 

Wave  after  wave 
Breaks  on  the  rocks  which,  <^tem  and 

pay, 
Shoulder  the  broken  tide  away, 
Ot  murmurs  hoarse  and  strong  through 
mossy  cleft  and  cave. 

What  heed  I  of  the  dusty  land 

And  noisy  town  ? 
I  see  the  mighty  deep  expand 
From  its  white  hne  of  glimmering  sand 
To  where  the  blue  of  heaven  on  bluer 
waves  shuts  down  I 

In  listless  quietude  of  mind, 

I  yield  to  all 
The  change  of  cloud  and  wave  and 

wind. 
And  passive  on  the  flood  reclined, 
i  wander  with  the  waves,  and  with  then 
rise  and  fall. 

But  look,  thou  dreamer !  —  wave  ani 
shore 
In  shadow  lie : 
The  night-wind  warns  me  back  onct 

more 
To  where,  my  native  hill-tops  o'er^ 
Bends  like  an  arch  of  fire  the  glowtny 
sunset  sky. 

So  then,  beach,  bluff,  and  wave,  fare 
well  I 
I  bear  with  me 
No  token  stone  nor  glittering  shell, 
But  long  and  oft  shall  Memory  te!! 
Of  this  brief  thoughtful  hour  of  musing 
by  the  Sea. 
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LINES. 

WKITTVN  ON  HEARING  OF  rHB  DBATH 
OP  SILAS  WiilCHT  OF  NEW  YORK. 

As  they  who,  tossing  midst  the  storm 
at  night, 
While  turnmg  shoreward,  where  a 

beacon  shone. 
Meet  the  walled  blackness  of  the 
heaven  alone, 

So,  on  the  turbulent  waves  of  party 
tossed. 

In  gloom  and  tempest,  men  have  seen 
thy  light 
Quenched  in  the  darkness.    At  thy 
hour  of  noon, 

While  life    was  pleasant  to  thy  un- 
dimmed  sight. 

And,   day  by  day,  within   thy  spirit 
grew 

A  holier  hope  than  young  Ambition 
knew. 

As  through  thy  rural   quiet,   not    in 
vain. 

Pierced  the  sharp  thrill  of  Freedom's 
cry  of  pain, 
Man  of  the  millions,  thou  art  lost 
too  soon  I 

Portents  at  which  the  bravest  stand 
aghast,  — 

The  birth-throes  of  a  Future,  stomge 
and  vast. 
Alarm  the  land ;  yet  thou,  so  wise 
and  strong, 

Suddenly  summoned  to  the  burial  bed, 
Lapped  in  its  slumbers  deep  and  ever 
long, 

Hear'st  not  the  tumult  sui^ging  over- 
head. 

Who  now  shall  rally  Freedom's  scat- 
tering host? 

Who  wear  the  mantle  of  the  leader 
lost? 

Who  stay  the  march  of  slavery?    He 
whose  voice 
Hath  called  thee  from  thy  task-field 

shall  not  lack^ 
Yet  bolder  champions,  to  beat  brave- 
ly back 

The  wrong  which,  through  his  poor 
one?,  reaches  Him  : 

Yet  firmer  hands  shall  Freedom's  torch- 
lights trim, 


And  wave    them    high  across  the 
abysmal  black. 
Till  bound,  dumb  millions  there  shaD 
see  them  and  rejoice. 

xoth  mo.f  1847. 
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ACCOMPANYING      MANUSCRIPTS 
SENTBD  TO  A   FRIEND. 


PRS^ 


*T  IS  said  that  in  the  Holy  Land 
The  angels  of  the  place  have  blesssd 

The  pilenm's  bed  of  desert  sand. 
Like  Jacob's  stone  of  resL 

That  down  the  hush  of  Syrian  skies 
Some  sweet-voiced  saint  at  twilight 
sings 

The  song  whose  holy  symphonies 
Are  beat  by  unseen  wings ; 

Till  starting  from  his  sandy  bed, 
The  wayworn  wanderer  looks  to  see 

The  halo  of  an  aneel's  head 
Shine  through  tne  tamarisk-tree. 

So  through  the  shadows  of  my  way 
Thy  smile  hath  fallen  soft  and  dear. 

So  at  the  weary  close  of  day 
Haih  seemed  thy  voice  of  cheer. 


That  pilgrim  pressing  to  his  f^l 
May  pause  not  for  the  vision's 

Yet  all  fair  things  within  his  soul 
The  thought  of  it  shall  wake : 


The  graceful  palm-tree  by  the  well, 
Seen  on  the  far  horirxm's  rim : 

The  dark  eyes  of  the  fleet  gaxelle. 
Bent  timidly  on  him  ; 

Each  pictured  saint,  whose  golden  hai« 
Streams  sunlike  through  the  con- 
vent's gloom ; 

Pale  shrines  of  martyrs  young  and  fair, 
And  loving  Mary's  tomb ; 

And  thus  each  tint  or  shade  which  falHr 
From  sunset  cloud  or  waving  trr<^ 

Alonf;  my  pilgrim  path,  recalls 
The  plsasant  thought  of  thee. 
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dfom  in  nm  and  shade  the  aame. 
In  weal  and  woe  my  steady  friend, 

Whatever  bv  that  hoW  name 
The  angels  comprraend. 

Not  blind  to  ianlts  and  follies,  th<ra 
Hast  never  failed  the  good  to  see, 

Nor  judged  by  one  unseemly  bough 
The  upwara-struggling  tree. 

These  light  leaves  at  thy  feet  I  lay,— 
Poor  common  thoughts  on  common 
things. 

Which  time  is  shaking,  day  by  day, 
Like  feathers  from  his  wings,  — 

Chance  shootings  from  a  frail  life-tree, 
To  nurturing  care  but  little  known. 

Their  jgood  was  portly  learned  of  thee 
Their  foUy  is  my  own. 

That  tree  still  cku^  the  kindly  mould, 
lu  leaves  still  d»mk  the  twilight  dew. 

And  weaving  its  pttle  green  with  gold. 
Still  shines  the  sunlight  through. 

There  still  the  morning  xephyrs  play, 
And  there  at  tioMS  the  spring  bird 
sings, 

And  mossy  trunk  and  fiuling  spray 
Are  flowered  with  glossy  wings. 

Vet,  even  in  genial  sun  and  rain, 
Root,  branch,  and  leaflet  fail  andikde; 

The  wanderer  on  its  lonely  plain 
Erelong  shall  miss  its  shade. 

O  friend  beloved,  whose  curious  skill 
Keeps  bright  the  last  year's  leaves 
and  flowers, 
WITith  warm,  glad  summer  thoughts  to 
fill 
The  cold,  dark,  winter  hours  i 

Pressed  on  thy  heart,  the  leaves  I  brmgr 
May  well  defy  the  wintnr  cold. 

Until,  in  Heaven's  eternal  spring. 
Life's  £urer  ones  unfold. 


THE  REWARD. 

Who,  looking  backward  from  his  man- 
hood's prime, 
Seesnotthespectreof  his  misspent  time? 

II 


And,  through  the  shade 
i  planted^ 
Hears  no  rieproacmul  wl 
wind 
From  his  loved  dead? 


Of  frineral  cypress  planted  thick  behind, 
o  reproacmul  whiq;>er  on  the 
wind 


Who  bears  no  trace  of  passion's  evil 

force? 
Who  shuns  thv  stii'f ,  O  terrible  Re 
morse  r — 
Who  does  not  cast 
On  the  thronged  pages  of  his  memorv'f 

book. 
At  times,  a  sad  and  half-reluctant  look. 
Regretful  of  the  Past? 

Alas !  —  the  evil  which  we  fein  would 

shun 
We  do,  and  leave  the  wished-for  good 
undone : 
Our  strength  to-day 
Is  but  to-morrow's  weakness,  prone  to 

£»11: 
Poor,  blind,  unprofitable  servants  all 
Are  we  alway. 

Yet  who,  thus  looking  badcward  o'er 

his  years. 
Feels  not  his  eyelids  wet  with  grateful 
tears. 
If  he  hath  been 
Permitted,  weak  and  sin  fill  as  he  was, 
To  cheer  and  aid,  in  some  ennobling 
cause. 
His  fellow-men  ? 

If  he  hath  hidden  the  outcast,  or  let  in 
A  ray  of  sunshine  to  the  cell  of  sin,  — 

Ifhe  hath  lent 
Strength  to  the  weak,  and,  in  an  hour  of 

need.  ^ 
Over  the  suffering,  mindless  of  his  creed 

Or  home,  hath  bent 

He  has  not  lived  in  vain,  and  while  he 

gives 
The  praise  to  Him,  in  whom  he  moves 

and  lives 
With  thankfiil  heart : 
He  gazes  backward,  and  with   hope 

before. 
Knowing  that  from  his  works  he  never 

more 
Can  henceforth  part 
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I  SHALL  not  soon  ibtxet  that  sight : 
The  glow  of  autumn's  westering  day, 

A  hasy  wannth,  a  dreamy  light, 
On  Raphael's  picture  lay. 

It  was  a  simple  print  I  saw, 
The  fair  face  of  a  musing  boy ; 

Yet,  while  I  gazed,  a  sense  of  awe 
Seemed  blending  with  my  joy. 

A  simple  print :  —  the  gracefiil  flow 
Of  boyhood's  soft  and  wavv  hair, 

And  fresh  young  lip  and  cheek,  and 
brow 
Unmarked  and  clear,  were  there. 

Yet  through  its  sweet  and  calm  repose 
I  saw  the  inward  spirit  shine ; 

It  was  as  if  before  me  rose 
The  white  veil  of  a  shrine. 

As  if,  as  Gothland's  sage  has  told, 
The  hidden  life,  the  man  within, 

Dissevered  lirom  its  frame  and  mould. 
By  mortal  ejs  were  seen. 

Was  it  the  lifting  of  that  eye. 
The  waving  otthat  pictured  hand? 

Loose  as  a  cloud-wreath  on  the  sky, 
!  saw  the  walls  expand. 

The  narrow  room  had  vanished, — space. 
Broad,  luminous,  remained  alone. 

Through  which  all  hues  and  shapes  of 
grace 
And  beauty  looked  or  shone. 

Around  the  mighty  master  came 
The  marvels  which  hispencil  wrought. 

Those  miracles  of  power  whose  fame 
Is  wide  as  human  thought 

There  drooped  thy  more  than  mortal 
face, 

O  Mother,  beautiful  and  mild  I 
Enfolding  in  one  dear  embrace 

Thy  Saviour  and  thy  Child  1 

The  rapt  brow  of  the  Desert  John ; 

The  awful  glory  of  that  day 
When  all  the  Fatner*s  brightness  shone 

Through  manhood's  veu  of  clay. 


And,  midst  gray  prophet  forms,  and  wild 
Dark  visions  of  the  days  of  old, 

How  sweetly  woman's  beauty  smiled 
Through  locks  of  brown  and  gold  I 

There  Fomarina's  fair  young  &oe 
Once  more  upon  her  lover  shone. 

Whose  model  of  an  angel's  grace 
He  borrowed  fh>m  her  own. 

Slow  passed  that  vision  from  my  view. 
But  not  the  lesson  which  it  taught ; 

The  soft,  calm  shadows  which  it  threw 
Still  rested  on  my  thought : 

The  truth,  that  painter,  bard,  and  sage, 
Even  in  Elarth's  cold  and  changefiu 
clime. 

Plant  for  their  deathless  heritage 
The  fruits  and  flowers  of  time. 

We  shafte  ourselves  the  joy  or  fear 
Of  which  the  coming  me  is  made, 

And  fill  our  Future's  atmosphere 
With  sunshine  or  with  shade. 

The  tissue  of  the  Life  to  be 
We  weave  with  colors  all  oitr  own. 

And  in  the  field  of  Destiny 
We  reap  as  we  have  sown 

Still  shall  the  soul  around  it  cau 
The  shadows  which  it  gathered  here^ 

And,  painted  on  the  eternal  wall. 
The  Past  shall  reappear. 

• 

Think  ye  the  notes  of  holy  song 
On  Milton's  tuneful  ear  have  died? 

Think  ye  that  Raphael's  angel  thrODg 
Has  vanished  from  his  side  ? 

O  no  I  —  We  live  our  life  again  : 
Or  warmly  touched,  or  coldly  dim. 

The  pictures  of  the  Past  remain,  -*- 
Man's  works  shall  follow  him  I 


LUCY  HOOPER.« 

Thry  tell  me,  Lucy,  thou  art  dead,  -o' 
That  all  of  thee  we  loved  and  chei« 

ished 
Has  with  thy  summer  roses  p«» 

ished; 
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And  leA,  as  its  young  beauty  fled, 

Ao  ashen  memory  in  its  stead,  — 
The  twilight  of  a  parted  day 

Whose  feding  light  is  cold  and  vain ; 
The  heart's  taint  echo  of  a  strain 

Of  low,  sweet  music  passed  away. 
That  true  and  loving  heart,  —  that  gift 

Of  a  mind,  earnest,  clear,  profound. 
Bestowing,  with  a  glad  un thrift, 

Its  sunny  light  on  all  around, 
Affinities  which  only  could 
Qeave  to  the  pure,  the  true,  and  good ; 

And  sympathies  which  found  no  rest. 

Save  with  the  loveliest  and  best 
0/   them  —  of    thee  — remains    tliere 
naught 

But  sorrow  in  the  mourner's  breast  ?— 
/•  shadow  in  the  land  of  thought  ? 
Not  —  Even  my  weak  and  trembling 
faith 

Can  lift  for  thee  the  veil  which  doubt 

Aud  human  fear  have  drawn  about 
Ihe  all-awaiting  scene  of  death. 

Ifven  as  thou  wast  I  see  thee  still ; 
And,  save  the  absence  of  all  ill 
And  pain  and  weariness,  which  here 
Kummoned  the  sigh  or  wrung  the  tear, 
The  same  as  when,  two  summers  back, 
Deside  our  childhood's  Merrimack, 
I  saw  thy  dark  eye  wander  o'er 
t>tream,  sunny  upland,  rocky  shore. 
And  beard  thy  low,  soft  voice  alone 
Midst  lapse  of  waters,  and  the  tone 
<>f  pine-ieaves  by  the  west-wind  blown. 
There 's  not  a  charm  of  soul  or  brow,  — 

Oi  all  we  knew  and  loved  in  thee, — 
Hut  lives  in  holier  beauty  now, 

Baptized  in  immortality ! 
Not  mine  the  sad  and  freezing  dream 

Of  souls  that,  with  theirearthly  mould, 

Cast  off  the  loves  and  joys  of  old,  — 
Unbodied,  —  like  a  pale  moonbeam, 

As  pure,  as  passionless,  and  cold ; 
Nor  mine  the  nope  of  India's  son. 

Of  slumbering  m  oblivion's  rest. 
Life's  myriads  blending  into  one,  — 

In  blank  annihilation  blest ; 
Dust-atoms  of  the  infinite,  — 
Sparks  scattered  from  the  central  light, 
And_  winning  back  through  mortal  pain 
Their  old  unconsciousness  again. 
Nol — I  have  FRiBKDsin  SpiritLand, — 
Kot  shadows  in  a  shadowy  band. 


Not  others^  but  dumtelvet  are  they. 
And  still  I  think  of  them  the  same 
As  when  the  Master's  summons  came : 
Their    change,  —  the    holy  mom-light 

breakmg 
Upon  the  dream-worn  sleeper,  waking,—* 

A  change  from  twilight  into  day. 

Tliey  've  laid  thee  midst  the  household 
graves, 

Where  father,  brother,  sister  lie : 
Below  thee  sweep  the  dark  blue  waves. 

Above  thee  bends  the  summer  sky. 
Thy  own  loved  church  in  sadness  read 
Her  solemn  ritual  o'er  thy  head. 
And  blessed  and  hallowed  with  her 

prayer 
The  turf  laid  lightly  o'er  thee  there. 
That  church,  whose  rites  and  liturgy. 
Sublime  and  old,  were  truth  to  thee, 
Undoubted  to  thy  bosom  taken. 
As  symbols  of  a  Kiith  unshaken. 
Even  I.  of  simpler  views,  could  feel 
The  beauty  of  thy  trust  and  zeal ; 
And,  owning  not  thy  creed,  could  see 
How  deep  a  truth  it  seemed  to  thee. 
And  how  thy  fervent  heart  had  thrown 
O'er  all,  a  coloring  of  its  own. 
And  kindled  up^  mtense  and  warm, 
A  life  in  every  nte  and  form, 
As,  when  on  Chebar's  banks  of  old. 
The  Hebrew's  gorgeous  vision  rolled, 
A  spirit  filled  the  vast  machine,  — 
A  hfe  "  within  the  wheels  "  was  seen. 

Farewell  I    A  little  time,  and  we 
Who  knew  thee  well,  and  loved  thee 
here. 
One  after  one  shall  follow  thee 

As  pilgrims  through  the  gate  of  fear, 
Which  opens  on  eternity. 
Yet  shall  we  cherish  not  the  less 

All  that  is  left  our  hearts  meanwhile ; 
The  memory  of  thy  loveliness 

Shall  round  our  weary  pathway  smile. 
Like  moonlight  when  the  sun  has  set,  — 
A  sweet  and  tender  radiance  yet 
Thoughts  of  thy  dear-eyed  sense  of 
duty. 
Thy  generous   scorn   of  all    things 
wrong,  — 
The  truth,  the  strength,  the  graceful 
beauty 
Which  blended  in  thy  song. 
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All  lovely  things,  by  thee  beloved. 

Shall  whisper  to  our  hearts  of  thee  : 
These   green    hills,   where  thy  child- 
hood roved, — 

Yon  river  winding  to  the  sea,  — 
The  sunset  light  of  autumn  eves 

Reflecting  on  the  deep,  still  floods, 
Qoud,    crimson    sky,    and    trembling 
leaves 

Of  rainbow'tinted  woods,  — 
These,  in  our  view,  shall  henceforth  take 
A  tenderer  meaning  for  thy  sake ; 
And  all  thou  lovedst  of  earth  and  •ky. 
Seem  sacred  to  thy  memory. 


CHANNING.** 

Not  vainly  did  old  poets  tell. 
Nor  vainly  did  ola  genius  paint 

God's  great  and  crowning  miracle,  — 
The  hero  and  the  saint  1 

For  even  ra  a  feithless  day 
Can  t^e  our  sainted  ones  discern ; 

And  feel,  while  with  them  on  the  way. 
Our  hearts  within  us  bum. 

And  thus  the  common  tongue  and  pen 
Which,    world-wide,    echo    Chan- 
ning's  fame. 

As  one  of  Heaven's  anointed  men, 
Have  sanctified  his  name. 

In  vain  shall  Rome  her  portak  bar. 
And  shut  fix>m  him  her  saintly  prize. 

Whom,  in  the  world's  great  calendar, 
All  men  shall  canonize. 

By  Narragansett's  snnny  bay^ 
Beneath  his  green  embowenng  wood, 

To  me  it  seems  but  yesterday 
Since  at  his  side  I  stood. 

The  slopes  lay  green  with  summer  rains, 
I'he  western  wind  blew  fresh  and  free. 

And  glimmered  down  the  orchard  lanes 
The  white  surf  of  the  ^a. 

With  us  was  one,  who,  calm  and  true, 
Life's  highest  purpose  understood. 

And,  like  his  blesaea  Master,  knew 
The  joy  of  doing  good. 


Unlearned,  unknown  to  lettered  fiimc^ 
Yet  on  the  lips  of  England's  poor 

And  toiling  millions  dwelt  his  name. 
With  blessings  evermore. 

Unknown  to  power  or  place,  yet  wheri 
The  sun  looks  o'er  the  Canb  sea. 

It  blended  with  the  freeman's  payer 
And  song  of  jubilee. 

He  tdd  of  England's  sin  and  wrong,  — 
The  illshersufferingchildren  know,  -> 

The  squalor  of  the  city's  throng,  — 
The  green  field's  want  and  woe. 

O'er  Channing'a  face  the  tenderness 
Of  sjrmpathetic  sorrow  stole. 

Like  a  stiil  shadow,  passionless,  — 
The  sorrow  of  the  souL 

But  when  the  generous  Briton  tdd 
How  hearts  were  answering  to  hb 
own. 

And  Freedom's  rising  murmur  rolled 
Up  to  the  dull-eared  throne, 

I  saw,  raethought,  a  glad  surprise 
Thrill  through  that  frail  and  pain- 
worn  frame. 

And,  kindling  in  those  deep,  calm  eyes, 
A  still  and  earnest  flame. 

His  few,  brief  words  were  such  as  move 
The  human  heart,  — U)e  Faith-sown 
seeds 

Which  ripen  in  the  soil  of  love 
To  hign  heroic  deeds. 

No  bars  of  sect  or  clime  were  felt,  — 
The   Babel   strife   of   tongues    had 
ceased, — 

And  at  one  common  altar  knelt 
The  Quaker  and  the  priest 

And  not  in  vain :  with  strength  renewe<i 
And  zeal  refreshed,  and  hope  less  dim 

For  that  brief  meeting,  each  pursued 
The  path  allotted  him. 

How  echoes  yet  each  Western  hill 
And    vale   with   Channing's  dyint 
wordl 

How  are  the  hearts  of  fi'eemen  stilt 
By  that  great  warning  stirred  1 
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lite  scranfer  treads  his  native  soil. 
And  pl^ds,  with  zeal  unfelt  before 

The  bcoest  right  of  British  toil. 
The  claim  of  England's  poor. 

Before  him  time-wrought  barriers  fall, 
Old  fears  subside,  old  hatreds  melt, 

And»  stretching  o'er  the  sea's  blue  wall, 
The  Saxon  greets  the  Celt 

The  yeoman  on  the  Scottish  lines, 
The  ShefBeld  grinder,  won  and  grim, 

The  delver  in  the  Cornwall  minesi 
Look  up  with  hope  to  him. 

!5waft  smiters  of  the  glowing  steel. 
Dark  feedere  of  the  fofge^  flame, 

Pale  watchers  at  the  loom  and  wheel. 
Repeat  his  honored  name. 

And  thus  the  influence  of  that  hour 
Of  converse  on  Rhode  Island's  strand, 

Lives  in  the  calm,  resistless  power 
Which  moves  our  fiitlier-land. 

God  blesses  still  the  generous  thought. 
And  still  the  fitting  word  He  speeds. 

And  Truth,  at  his  requiring  taugnt. 
He  quickens  into  deeds. 

Where  is  the  victory  of  the  grave  ? 

What  dust  upon  the  spirit  lies  ? 
God  keeps  the  sacred  lite  he  gave,  — 

The  prophet  never  dies  I 
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Thov  hast  &llen  in  thine  armor, 

'ili«iu  martyr  of  the  Lord  i 
With  thy  last  breath  crying.— "Ob - 
ward!" 

And  thy  hand  upon  the  sword. 
The  haughty  heart  derideth, 

And  the  sinful  lip  reviles^ 
But  the  blessing  or  the  perishinift 

Around  thy  pillow  smiles  I 


When  to  our  cup  of  trembling. 

The  added  drop  is  given. 
And  the  lone-suspended  thunder 

Falls  terribly  from  Heaven,  — 
When  a  new  and  fearful  freedom 

Is  proffered  of  the  Lord 
To  the  slow*consuming  Famine,  •« 

The  Pestilence  and  Sword  I  — 

When  the  refuges  of  Falsehood 

Shall  be  swept  away  in  wrath. 
And  the  temple  shall  be  shaken. 

With  its  idol,  to  the  earth,  — 
Shall  not  thy  words  of  warning 

Be  all  remembered  then  ? 
And  thy  now  unheeded  message 

Burn  in  the  hearts  of  men? 

Oppression's  hand  may  scatter 

Its  nettles  on  thy  tomb. 
And  even  Christian  bosoms 

Den^  thy  memory  room ; 
For  lying  lips  shall  torture 

Thy  mercy  into  crime, 
And  the  slanderer  shall  flourish 

As  the  bay-tree  for  a  time. 

But  where  the  south-wind  lingers 

On  Carolina's  pines. 
Or  falls  the  careless  sunbeam 

Down  Georgia's  golden  mines,  — 
Where  now  beneath  his  burthen 

The  toiling  slave  is  driven,  — 
Where  now  a  tyrant's  mockery 

Is  offered  unto  Heaven,  — 

Where  Mammon  hath  its  altars 

Wet  o'er  with  human  blood. 
And  pride  and  lust  debases 

The  workmanship  of  God,  — 
There  shall  thv  praise  be  spoken. 

Redeemed  from  Falsehood's  ban. 
When  the  fetters  shall  be  broken. 

And  the  slave  shall  be  a  man  t 

Joy  to  thy  spirit,  brother  I 

A  thousand  hearts  are  warm,  — 
A  thousand  kindred  bosoms 

Are  baring  to  the  storm. 
What  though  red>handed  Violence 

With  secret  Fraud  combine  ? 
The  wal.'  ot  .^rt  is  rounH  us,  — 

Oht  Pres«n'  Help  was  thinei 
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Lo,  —  tha  waking  up  of  nations, 

From  Slavery's  fatal  sleep,  — 
The  murmur  of  a  Universe,  — 

Deep  calling  unto  Deep  I 
Joy  to  thy  spirit,  brothei  I 

On  every  wind  of  heaven 
The  onward  cheer  and  summons 

Of  Fksbdom's  voice  is  given  I 

Giory  to  God  forever  I 

Beyond  the  despot's  will 
Tlie  soul  of  Freedom  liveth 

Imperishable  still. 
The  words  which  thou  hast  uttered 

Are  of  that  soul  a  part. 
And  the  good  seed  tnou  hast  scattered 

Is  springing  from  the  heart. 

In  the  evil  days  before  us. 

And  the  trials  vet  to  come,  — 
In  the  shadow  ot  the  prison, 

Or  the  cruel  martyrdom,  — 
We  will  think  of  thee.  O  brother  ! 

And  thy  sainted  name  shall  be 
In  the  blessing  of  the  captive. 

And  the  antnem  of  the  free. 
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Gone  before  us,  O  our  brother, 

To  the  spirit-land  I 
Vainly  look  we  for  another 

In  thy  place  to  stand. 
Who  shall  offer  youth  and  beauty 

On  the  wasting  shrine 
Of  a  stem  and  lofty  duty. 

With  a  faith  like  thine  ? 

O,  thy  gentle  smile  of  greeting 

Who  a^ain  shall  sec  ? 
Who  amidst  the  solemn  meeting 

Gaze  again  on  thee?  — 
Who,  when  peril  gathers  o'er  us> 

Wear  so  calm  a  brow  ? 
Who,  with  evil  men  before  us, 

So  serene  as  thou  ? 

flarly  hath  the  spoDer  found  the^ 
Brother  of  our  love  1 


Autumn's  faded  earth  aixnmd  the«, 

And  its  storms  above  I 
EvemKNTe  that  turf  tie  lightly. 

And,  with  future  showers, 
O'er  thy  slumbers  fresh  and  brightly 

Blow  the  summer  flowers  I 

In  the  locks  thy  forehead  gracinf^ 

Not  a  silvery  streak ; 
Nor  a  line  of  sorrow's  tracing 

On  thy  fair  young  cheek ; 
Eyes  of  light  and  lips  of  roses, 

Such  as  Hylas  wore,  — 
Over  all  that  curtain  d<»es, 

Which  shall  rise  no  more  I 

Will  the  vigil  Love  is  keeping 

Round  that  grave  of  thine, 
Moumfullv,  like  Jaier  weei»ng 

Over  Sibmah's  vine,** — 
Will  the  pleasant  memories,  sweUii^ 

Gentle  hearts  of  thee. 
In  the  spirit's  distant  dwelling 

All  unheeded  be  ? 

If  the  spirit  ever  gazes, 

From  its  joumeyings,  back ; 
If  the  immortal  ever  traces 

O'er  its  mortal  track ; 
Wilt  thou  not,  O  brother,  meet  ua 

Sometimes  on  our  way. 
And,  in  hours  of  sadness,  greet  us 

As  a  spirit  may  ? 

Peace  be  with  thee,  O  our  brotheri 

In  the  spirit-land  t 
Vainly  look  we  for  another 

In  thy  place  to  stand. 
Unto  Truth  and  Freedom  giving 

All  thy  early  powers, 
Be  thy  virtues  with  the  living, 

And  thy  spirit  ours  1 


A  LAMENT. 

^         ^^  ,        "The  parted  spirit, 
Knoweth  it  not  oar  sorrow  F   AaswerHfe 

not 
Its  blessing  to  our  lesri  ?** 

The   circle  is  broken,  —  one  teat  \% 

forsaken,  — 
One  bud  from  the  tree  of  our  fHendthi  1 

is  shaken.  — 
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One  heart  from  vsatrng  tie  no  longer 
shall  thriU  .  ^  . 

With  joy  in  our  gladness,  or  gnef  m 
our  ill. 

Weep !  — \onely  and  lowly  are  slum- 
bering now 

The  light  of  her  glances,  the  pnde  of 
her  brow, 

Weep  I — sadly  and  long  shall  we  listen 
in  vain 

To  hear  the  soft  tone*  of  her  welcome 
again. 

Give  OUT  tears  to  the  dead  I  For  hu- 
manity's claim 

From  its  silence  and  darkness  is  ever 
the  same ; 

The  hope  of  that  World  whose  exist- 
ence is  bliss 

May  not  stifle  the  tears  of  the  mourners 
of  this. 

For,  oh  1  if  one  glance  the  freed  spirit 

can  throw  . 

On  the  scene  of  its  troubled  probauon 

below, 
Than  the  pride   of  the  marble,   the 

pomp  of  the  dead, 
To  that  g[lance  will  be  dearer  the  tears 

which  we  shed. 

O,  who  can  forget  the  mild  light  of  her 

smile. 
Over  lips  moved  with  music  and  feeling 

the  while  — 
The   eye's   deep  enchantment,>.  dark, 

dieam-like,  and  clear. 
In  the  glow  of  its  gladness,  the  shade 

ofits  tear. 

And  the  charm  of  her  features,  while 

over  the  whole 
Pbyed  the  hues  of  the  heart  and  the 

sunshine  of  soul,  — 
And  the  tones  of  her  voice,  like  the 

music  which  seems 
Uurmured   low  in    our   ears  by  the 

Angel  of  dreams  I 

Bat  holier  and  dearer  our  memories 
hold 

Those  treasures  of  reeling,  more  pre- 
cious than  gold,  — 


I   The  love  and  the  kindness  and  pity 
which  gave 
Fresh  flowers  -for   the   bndal,  green 
wreaths  for  the  grave ! 

The  heart  ever  open  to  Charity's  claim, 
Unmoved  from  its  purpose  by  censure 

and  blame. 
While  vainly  alike  on  her  eye  and  her 

ear 
Fell  the  scorn  of  the  heartless,  the 

jesting  and  jeer. 

How  true  to  our  hearts  was  that  beau- 
tiful sleeper  I  , 

With  smiles  for  the  joyful,  with  tears 
for  the  weeper  I  — 

Yet,  evermore  prompt,  whether  mourn- 
ful or  gay, 

With  warnings  in  love  to  the  passing 
astray. 

For,  though  spotless  herself,  she  could 
sorrow  for  them 

Who  sullied  with  evil  the  spirit's  pure 
gem : 

And  a  sigh  or  a  tear  could  the  errmg 
reprove. 

And  the  sting  of  reproof  was  still  tem- 
pered by  love. 

As  a  cloud  of  the  sunset,  slow  melting 

in  heaven. 
As  a  star  that  is  lost  when  the  daylight 

is  given, 
As  a  glad  dream  of  slumber,  which 

wakens  in  bliss, 
She  hath  passed  to  the  world  of  the 

holy  from  this. 


DANIEL  WHEELER. 

[Dakibl  Whrvlir,  ft  mlniitcr  of  th« 
Society  of  Fricnrti,  snd  who  had  Isborvd 
in  the  cmiae  of  hii  Divine  Manter  in  Great 
Britain.  Ruraia,  and  the  irtandi  of  th«  Pa- 
riflc.  died  in  New  York  In  the  tprinn  of 
l»4n,  while  on  a  religious  viiit  to  this  coun- 
try.] 

O  DBARLV  loved  i 
And  worthy  of  our  love  I  —  No  more 
Thy  aged  form  shall  rise  before^ 
The  hushed  and  waiting  worshipper, 


iW                                        AftSCELLANEOUS. 

To  «onl.  of  irulh,  w  (rt.h  and  livinft 

•;■'■»;■?;=  Sisri^rtsv 

Called  from  thy  hearth  and  hone,  ~ 

Oi.  bowing  down  Ihy  lifvir  hair 

from  her, 

The  last  dear  oMlon.iiu.ie. 

In  rcvtctnl  awfulneai  of  pnycr,  — 

In  duly  ai>d  in  lote  to  thee. 

The  WDtId,  iti  tine  and  unte.  ahut 

Fnini  all  which  nauue  holdeih  dear. 

out,— 

Feeble  with  years  aod   worn  with 

The  hrighinen  of  Failh'i  holr  Ifince 
Gathered  upon  Ihy  counteiwice, 

To  seek  our  distant  [and  aga'n. 

Thi'iiild.  diuHh^w  re.tini  here" 

1-he  ihinp  which  ahould  be&ll  (be* 
here. 

Wen  lifted  by  an  idrI'9  hand. 
And  ihTotich  Ihem  on  (hv  Bpiriiual  eye 

Whelher  (or  labor  or  for  death. 

TolhatlaWtrialoflhySlhl 

The  gloiy  of  the  Betier  Land  I 

O.  tar  away. 

The  oak  hat  bllen  I 

Where  ne.tr  thinK  our  Northern  or 

Whfle.  meet  for  no  good  work,  the  vine 

Uu  thai  dark  waile  which  Balboa 

May  yei  iu  wanhle«  bianchet  Iwine. 

A  Ereit  mm  in  our  I'raeir 

FaD».  white  Ihylnni  were  girded  alill. 

lar, 

So  strange,  heaven-broad,  and  tou. 

Thy  feet  wiih'zion'.  de.>%Ii]l  wel, 

thai  there. 

Thi  pil'^l7»  .trffa'^'Kalft^ihell  1 

Uebeni  hit  mailed  knee  in  awe: 

Uahaimed  and  »le.  where,  wild  and 

free. 

The^ieV-rfth"  ™"beav 

AcroH  the  Nevs'i  cnM  morau 

'";:iss.iS"(.S't.-i, 

The  bnezei  <roni  Iht  Fnnen  5u 

With  winter's  arrowy  keennem  naMr 

Amidst  Owyhee't  hilli  of  blue. 

Smole  lo  the  »are>  thy  latieird  jj^. 

Are  irentle  hearta.  which  loni  shall  b* 
Sad  a.  our  own  at  Ihought  of  thee,  - 

Or  when:  the  nooQ-hour'<  fcrvid  heal 

A^«  Tahili-i  mnunlain.  beat : 

Worn  Hwert  cf  Truth's  holy  >«d. 

Were  si.engthened  and  refreshed  by 

Tempered  lor  thee  the  blasli  which 

blew 

Was  ihy  deep  love  vrt  leivder  care. 

|jda|ta^frDan.nTfa«o-er. 

Thy  minisirr  and  fcrvenl  prayer,  — 

-     - '  -»Kd  for  Ihee  Ihe  bilcfu]  dew 

Gmleful  as  EKhol's  clustered  vina 

To  linel  in  a  weary  land  1 

"IhSfw™"  hi?«nVf  o"r;. 

And  they  who  drew 

Of  pta,'erful  wailing,  hushed   and 

Hit  will  be  done. 

deep, 

«^thno<a.m)n,wh«e.ar 

Thai  He  Who  bade  Ihe  itlandi  keep 

luDunl  — 'Tiiwellwiihtheel 

''S,T,X'ri,s«i3;,.w 

limit  doubl  nor  dark  dilmay 

J 
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TTiey  too  shall  mourn  that  thou  art 
gone. 
That  nevermore  thy  aged  lip 
Shall  Boothe  the  weaJc^  the  erring  warn. 
Of  those  who  fint,  rqoicine,  heard 
rhrough  thee  the  Gospers   glorious 
word, — 
Seals  of  thy  true  apostleship. 
And,  if  the  brightest  diadem, 
Whose  gems  of  glory  purely  bum 
Around  the  ransomed  ones  m  bliss, 
Be  evermore  reserved  for  them 
Who  here,  through  toil  and  sorrow, 

turn 
Many  to  righteousness,  — 
May  we  not  think  of  thee  as  wearing 
That  star-like  crown  of  light,  and  bear- 
ing, 
Amidst   Heaven's  white  and  blissful 

band. 
The  fadeless  palm-branch  in  thy  hand ; 
And  joining  with  a  seraph's  tongue 
In  ttutt  new  sone  the  ciders  sung, 
Ascribing  to  its  blessed  Giver 
Tlianksgivinfj^  love,  and  praise  forever ! 

Farewell  ! 
And  though  the  ways  of  Zion  mourn 
When  her  strong  ones  are  called  away, 
Who  like  thyself  have  calmly  borne 
The  heat  and  burden  of  the  day, 
Yet  He  who  slumbereth  not  nor  sleep- 

eth 
His  ancient  watch  around  us  keepeth  ; 
Still,  sent  from  his  creatine  hand, 
New  witnesses  for  Truth  shall  stand,  — 
New  instruments  to  sound  abroad 
The  Gospel  of  a  risen  Lord  ; 

To  gather  to  the  fold  once  more 
The  desolate  and  gone  astray. 
The  scattered  of  a  cloudv  day. 

And  Zion's  broken  walls  restore ; 
And,  through  the  travail  and  the  toiV 

Of  true  obedience,  minister 
Beauty  for  ashes,  and  the  oil 

Of  jov  for  mourning,  unto  her  I 
So  shall  her  holy^  bounds  increase 
With  walls  of  praise  and  gates  of  peace  : 
So  shall  the  vine,  which  martyr  tears 
And  blood  sustained  in  other  years. 

With  firesher  life  be  clothed  upon  ; 
And  to  the  world  in  beauty  show 
Like  the  rose-plant  of  Jencho, 

And  glorious  as  Lebanon  t 
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Frjbnd  of  the  Slave,  and  yet  the  friend 
of  all: 
Lover  of  peace,   yet  ever    foremost 

when 
The  need  of  battling  Freedom  called 
for  men 

To  plant  the  banner  on  the  outer  wall ; 

Gentle  and  kindly,  ever  at  distress 

Melted  to  more  than  woman's  tender^ 
ness, 

Yet  firm  and  steadfast,  at  his  duty's  post 

Fronting  the  violence  of  a  maddened 
host, 

Like  some  gray  rock  from  which  the 
waves  are  tossed  ! 

Knowing  his  deeds  of  love,  men  ques- 
tioned not 
The  faith  of  one  whose  walk  and  word 
were  right,  — 

Who   tranquilly  in  Life's  great  task- 
field  wrought, 

And,  side  by  side  with  evil,  scarcely 
caught 
A   stain  upon   his   pilgrim  garb  of 
white : 

Prompt  to  redress  another's  wrong,  his 
own 

Leaving  to  Time  and  Truth  and  Peni- 
tence alone. 

II. 

Such  was  our  friend.    Formed  on  the 

good  old  plan, 
A  true  and  brave  and  downright  honest 

man  !  — 
He  blewnotrumi>et  in  the  market-place. 
Nor  in  the  church  with  hvpocritic  face 
Supplied  with  cant  the  lacV  of  Christian 

Loathing  pretence,  he  did  with  cheerful 

What  others  talked  of  while  their  hands 

were  still : 
And,  while  "  Lord,  Lord  1 "  the  pious 

tyrants  cried. 
Who,  in  the  poor,  their  Master  crucified. 
His  daily  prayer,  far  better  understood 
In  acts  than  words,  was  simply  doing 

GOOD. 

So  calm,  so  constant  was  his  rectitude. 


fTo 
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lliat,  by  his  loss  alone  we  know  its 

worth, 
And  feel  how  true  a  man  has  walked 

with  us  on  earth. 

Uh  tih  months  1846. 


TO     MY     FRIEND     ON     THE 
DEATH   OF   HIS   SISTERS 

Thinb  is  a  grief,  the  depth  of  which 
another 
Ma  V  never  know ; 
Y«t,  o*er  the  watery  O  my  stcidcen 
brother  1 
To  thee  I  ga 

I  lean  myheart  unto  thee,  sadly  folding 

Thy  hand  in  mine ; 
With  even  the  weakness  of  my  soul 
upholding 

The  strengtn  of  thine. 

1  never  knew,  like  thee,  the  dear  de- 
parted : 
I  stood  not  by 
When,  in  calm  trust,  the  pure  and  tran- 
quil-hearted 
Lay  down  to  die. 

And  on  thy  ears  my  words  of  weak 
condoling 
Must  vainly  fall : 
The  funeral  bell  which  in  thy  heart  is 
tolling, 
Sounds  over  all  1 

I  will  not  mock  thee  with  the  poor 
world's  common 
And  he<lrtless  phrase. 
Nor  wrong  the  memory  of  a  sainted 
woman 
With  idle  praise. 

With  silence  only  as  their  benediction, 

God's  angels  come 
Where,  in  the  shadow  of  a  great  afflic- 
tion, 

The  soul  sits  dumb  t 

Vet,  would  I  say  what  thy  own  heart 
approveth : 
Our  Father's  wUl, 


Calling  to  Him  the  dear  one  whom  He 
loveth, 
Is  mercy  still. 

Not  upon  thee  or  thine  the  solemn  angel 

Hath  evil  wrought : 
Her  funeral  anthem  is  a  glad  evangel,  — 

The  good  die  not  1 

God  calls  our  loved  ones,  but  we  loee 
not  wholly 
What  He  hath  given ; 
They  live  on   earth,  in  thou|^t  and 
deed,  as  truly 
As  in  his  heaven. 

And  she  is  with  thee;  in  thy  path  of 
trial 

She  walketh  yet ; 
Still  with  the  baptism  of  thy  self-denia! 

Her  locks  are  weL 

Up,  then,  my  brother  I    Lo,  the  fields 
of  harvest 
Lie  white  in  view  1 
She  lives  and  loves  thee,  and  the  God 
thou  servest 
To  both  is  true. 

Thrust  in  thy  sickle !  —  England's  toil- 
worn  peasants 
Thy  call  abide ; 
And  she  thou  moum'^t,  a  pure  and  holy 
presence. 
Shall  glean  beside  I 


GONE. 

Another  hand  is  beckoning  us, 

Another  call  is  given  ; 
And  glows  once  more  with  Angel-stepe 

The  path  which  reaches  Heaven. 

Ouryounc  and  gentle  friend,  whose  smile 
Made  brighter  summer  hours, 

Amid  the  frosts  of  autumn  time 
Has  left  us  with  the  flowers. 

No  paling  of  the  cheek  of  bloom 

Forewarned  us  of  decay ; 
No  shadow  from  the  Silent  Land 

Fell  round  our  sister's  way. 
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Hie  li^ht  of  her  young  life  went  down. 

As  sinks  behind  the  hill 
llie  glory  of  a  setting  star.  — 

Clear,  suddenly,  and  sttlL 

As jNue  and  sweet,  her  fiur  brow  seemed 

Eternal  as  the  sky ; 
And  Uke  the  brook's  low  song,   her 
voice,— 

A  sound  which  could  not  die. 


And  half  we  deemed  she  needed  not 
The  chaiiging  of  her  sphere, 

f ocive  to  Heaven  a  Shining  One, 
Who  walked  an  Angel  here. 

rhe  blessing  of  her  quiet  life 

Fell  on  us  like  the  dew  ; 
wind  good  thoughts,  where  her  footsteps 
pressed 

Like  £ury  bloasoms  grew. 

Sweet  promptings  unto  kindest  deeds 

Were  in  her  very  look ; 
We  read  her  £ice,  as  one  who  reads 

A  tr  je  and  holy  book : 

The  mejunre  of  a  blessed  hymn. 
To  which  our  hearts  could  move ; 

The  breathing  of  an  inward  psalm ; 
A  canticle  of  love. 

We  miss  her  in  the  place  of  prayer, 
And  by  the  hearth-f)re's  light ; 

We  pause  beside  her  door  to  hear 
Once  more  her  sweet  "  Good-night  t " 

There  seems  a  shadow  on  the  day. 
Her  smile  no  longer  cheers  ; 

A  dimness  on  the  stars  of  night. 
Like  eyes  that  look  through  teats. 

Alone  unto  our  Father's  will 
One  thought  hath  reconciled : 

That  He  whose  love  exceedeth  ours 
Hath  uken  home  his  child. 

Fold  her,  O  Father !  in  thine  arm&. 

And  let  her  henceforth  be 
A  messenger  of  love  between 

Our  human  hearts  and  thee. 


Still  let  her  mild  rebuking  stand 

Between  us  and  the  wrong. 
And  her  dear  memory  serve  to  make 

Our  £iitJi  in  Goodness  strong. 

And  grant  that  she  who,  trembling,  here 

Distrusted  all  her  powets, 
Mav  welcome  to  her  holier  home 

Ihe  weU-beloved  of  ours. 


THE  LAKE-SIDE. 

Thk  shadows  round  the  inland  sea 

Are  deepening  into  night ; 
Slow  up  the  slopes  of  Ossipee 

They  chase  the  lessening  lij^ht. 
Tired  of  the  long  day's  bhndmg  heat, 

I  rest  my  languid  eye. 
Lake  of  the  Hills  I    where,  cool  and 
sweet, 

Thy  sunset  waters  lie  I 

Along  the  sky,  in  wavy  lines, 

O'er  isle  and  reach  and  bay, 
Green-belted  with  eternal  pines, 

The  mountains  stretch  away. 
Below,  the  maple  masses  sleep 

Where  shore  with  water  blends, 
While  midway  on  the  tranquil  deep 

The  evening  light  descends. 

So  seemed  it  when  yon  hill's  red  crown, 

Of  old,  the  Indian  trod. 
And,  through  the  sunset  air,  looked 
down 

Upon  the  Smile  of  God.*' 
To  him  of  light  and  shade  the  laws 

No  forest  sceptic  taught ; 
Their  living  and  etenial  Cause 

His  truer  instinct  sought. 

He  saw  these  mountains  in  the  light 

Which  now  across  them  shines ; 
This  lake,  in  summer  sunset  bright, 

Walled  round  with  sombering  pines. 
God  near  him  seemed  :  from  earth  and 
skies 

His  loving  voice  he  heard. 
As,  face  to  .'ace,  in  Paradise, 

Man  stood  before  the  Lord. 
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Thanks,  O  our  Father  i  that,  like  him. 

Thy  tender  love  I  see. 
In  radiant  hill  and  woodland  dim. 

And  tinted  sunset  sea. 
For  not  in  mockery  dost  thou  fill 

Our  earth  with  light  and  grace ; 
Thou  hid'st  no  dark  and  cruel  will 

Behind  thy  smiling  face  ! 


THE  HILL- TOP. 

Thb  burly  driver  at  my  ude. 

We  slowly  climbed  tne  hill. 
Whose  summit,  in  the  hot  noontide. 

Seemed  rising,  rising  still. 
At  last,  our  short  noon-shadows  hid 

The  top-stone,  bare  and  brown, 
From  whence,  like  Giich's  pyramid. 

The  rough  mass  slanted  down. 

I  felt  the  cool  breath  of  the  North ; 

Between  me  and  the  sun, 
O'er  deep,  still  lake,  and  ridgy  earth, 

I  saw  the  cloud-shades  run. 
Before    me,    stretched    for   glistening 
miles. 

Lay  mountain -girdled  Squam  : 
Like  green-winged  birds,  the  leafy  isles 

Upon  its  bosom  swam. 

And,  glimmering  through  the  sun-haze 
warm, 

Far  as  the  eye  could  roam. 
Dark  billows  of  an  earthquake  storm 

Beflecked  with  clouds  like  foam, 
Their  vales  in  misty  shadow  deep. 

Their  rugged  peaks  in  shine, 
I  saw  the  mountain  ranges  sweep 

llie  horizon's  northern  line. 

There  towered  Chocorua's  peak  ;  and 
west, 

Moosehillock's  woods  were  seen. 
With  many  a  nameless  slide-scarred 
crest 

And  pine-dark  gorge  between. 
Bevond  them,  like  a  sun-rimmed  cloud. 

The  great  Notch  mountains  shone. 
Watched  over  by  the  solemn-browed 

And  awful  face  of  stone  1 


**  A  sood  look-off  1  **  the  driver  apako . 

"  About  this  time,  last  vear, 
I  drove  a  party  to  the  Lake, 

And  stoppea,  at  evening,  here. 
'T  was  duskish  down  below ;  but  all 

These  hills  stood  in  the  sun, 
Till,  dipped  behind  yon  purple  waUI, 

He  left  them,  one  by  one. 

"A  lady,  who,  from  Thornton  hill. 

Had  neld  her  pUce  outside, 
And,  as  a  pleasant  woman  will^ 

Had  cheered  the  long,  dull  nde. 
Besought  m«,  with  so  sweet  a  smile. 

That  — though  I  hate  delays-— 
I  could  not  choose  but  rest  awhile,  ^ 

(These  women  have  sudi  ways  I) 

**  On  yonder  mossy  ledge  she  sat. 

Her  sketch  upon  her  knees, 
A  stray  bruwn  lock  beneath  her  hat 

Unrolling  in  the  breeze ; 
Her  sweet  face,  in  the  sunset  light 

Upraised  and  glorified,  —- 
I  never  saw  a  prettier  sight 

In  all  my  mountain  ride. 

*'  As  good  as  fair ;  it  seemed  her  joy 

To  comfort  and  to  give ; 
My  poor,  sick  wif^  and  cripple  boy. 

Will  bless  her  while  they  live  1 » 
The  tremor  in  the  driver's  tone 

His  manhood  did  not  shame : 
"  I  daresay,  sir, you  may  have  known^  ^* 

He  named  a  well-known  name. 

Then  sank  the  pyramidal  mounds, 

The  blue  lake  fled  away ; 
For  mountain-scope  a  parlor's  bounorit 

A  lighted  hearth  for  day  I 
From  lonely  years  and  weary  miles 
*    The  shadows  fell  apart ; 
Kind    voices   cheered,   sweet ''^humao 
smiles 
Shone  warm  into  my  heart. 

We  journeyed  on  ;  but  earth  and  sky 

Had  power  to  charm  no  more  ; 
Still  dreamed  my  inward-turning  eye 

The  dream  of  memoiir  o'er. 
Ah  I  human  kindness,  numan  love,  -^ 

To  few  who  seek  denied,  — 
Too  late  we  learn  to  prise  above 

The  whole  round  world  beside  I 
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ON  RECEIVING 
QUILL  FROM 
RIOR. 


AN    EAGLE'S 
LAKE  SUPE- 


All  day  the  darkness  and  the  cold 

Upon  my  heart  have  lain, 
Like  shadows  on  the  winter  sky, 

Like  frost  upon  the  pane  ; 

But  now  my  torpid  fanqr  wakes, 
And,  on  thy  Eagle's  plume. 

Rides  forth,  like  Sinbad  on  his  bird. 
Or  witch  upon  her  broom  I 

Below  me  roar  the  rocking  pines. 
Before  me  spreads  the  lake^ 

Whose  longandsolemn-sounding  waves 
Against  the  sunset  break. 

I  hear  the  wild  Rice- Eater  thresh 
The  grain  he  has  not  sown  ; 

I  ^ee,  with  flashing  scythe  of  fire. 
The  prairie  harvest  mown  1 

I  hear  the  far-off  voyager's  horn  ; 

I  see  the  Yankee's  trail,  — 
His  foot  on  every  mountain-pass, 

On  every  stream  his  sail. 

By  forest^  lake,  and  waterfall, 

I  see  his  pedier  show ; 
The  mighty  mingling  with  the  mean. 

The  lofiy  with  the  low. 

He's  whittling  by  St  Mary's  Falls, 

Upon  his  loaded  wain ; 
He's   measuring    o'er   the    Pictured 
Rocks, 

With  eager  eyes  of  gain. 


I  hear  the  mattock  in  the  mine. 

The  axe-stroke  in  the  dell, 
The  clamor  from  the  Indian  lodge, 

The  Jesuit  chapel  bell  I 

f  tee  the  swarthy  trappers  come 
From  Mississippi's  springs : 

And     wai^chieis    with    their   painted 
brows. 
And  crests  of  eagle  wings. 

Behind  the  scared  squaw's  birch  canoe, 
llic  steamer  smokes  and  raves ; 


And  dty  lots  are  staked  for  sale 
Above  old  Indian  graves. 

I  hear  the  tread  of  otoneers 

Of  nations  yet  to  oe : 
The  first  low  wash  of  waves,  where  soon 

Shall  roil  a  human  sea. 

The  rudiments  of  empire  here 

Are  plastic  yet  and  warm  ; 
The  chaos  of  a  mighty  world 

Is  rounding  into  form  I 

Each  rude  and  jostliiie  fragment  soon 
Its  fitting  place  shall  find, — 

The  raw  material  of  a  State, 
Its  muscle  and  its  mind  I 

And,   westering  still,  the  star  which 
leads 

The  New  World  in  its  train 
Has  tipped  with  fire  the  ic)r  spears 

Of  many  a  mountain  chain. 

The  snowy  cones  of  Oregon 

Are  kindling  on  its  way  ; 
And  California's  golden  sands 

Gleam  brighter  in  its  ray  I 

Then  blessing  on  thy  eagle  qufll. 
As,  wandering  far  and  wide, 

I  thank  thee  for  this  twilight  dream 
And  Fancy's  airy  ride  ! 

Yet,  welcomer  than  regal  plumes. 
Which  Western  trappers  find. 

Thy  free  and  pleasant  tnoughts,  chance 
sown, 
Like  feathers  on  the  wind. 

Thv  «ymbol  be  the  mountain-bird, 
Whose  glistening  quill  I  hold  ; 

Thy  home  the  ample  air  of  hope. 
And  memory's  sunset  gold  ! 

In  thee,  let  joy  with  duty  join. 
And  strength  unite  with  love, 

The  eagle's  pinions  folding  round 
The  warm  heart  of  the  dove  I 

So,  when  in  darkness  sleeps  the  vale 
Where  still  the  blind  bird  clings, 

The  sunshine  of  the  upper  sky 
Shall  glitter  on  thy  wmgs  I 
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MISCELLA  NEOUS. 


MEMORIES. 

A  BEAUTIFUL  and  ha^ipy  girl, 

With  step  as  light  as  summer  air, 
Eyes  glad  with  smiles,  and  brow  of 

pearl. 
Shadowed  by  many  a  careless  curl 

Of  unconfinqd  and  flowing  hair  ; 
A  seeming  child  in  everythmg, 

Save  thoughtful  brow  and  ripening 
charms. 
As  Nature  w^ears  the  smUe  of  !^pring 

When  sinking  into  Summer's  arras. 

A  mind  rejoicing  in  the  light 

Which  melted  through  its  graceftil 
bower, 
Leaf  after  leaf|^  dew-moist  and  bright. 
And  stainless  in  its  holy  wltite, 

Unfolding  like  a  rooming  flower  : 
A  heart,  which,  like  a  fine-toned  lute, 

With  every  breath  of  feeling  woke, 
And,  even  when  the  tongue  was  mute, 

From  eye  and  lip  in  music  spoke. 

How  thrills  once  more  the  lengthening 
chain 

Of  memory,  at  the  thought  of  thee  I 
Old  hopes  which  long  in  dust  have  lain 
Old  dreams,  come  thronging  back  again. 

And  boyhood  lives  again  in  me  ; 
I  feel  its  glow  upon  my  cheek. 

Its  (illness  of  the  heart  is  mine. 
As  when  I  leaned  to  hear  thee  speak. 

Or  raised  my  doubtful  eye  to  thtue. 

I  hear  again  thy  low  replies, 

I  feel  thy  arm  within  my  own, 
And  timidly  again  uprise 
The  fringra  lids  of  hazel  eyes, 

With  soft  brown  tresses  overblown. 
Ah  I  memories  of  sweet  summer  eves. 

Of  moonlit  wave  and  willowy  way. 
Of  stars  and  flowers,  and  dew^  leaves. 

And  smiles  and  tones  more  dear  than 
they  ! 

Ere  this,  thy  quiet  eye  hath  smiled 
My  picture  of  thy  youth  to  see. 

When,  half  a  woman,  half  a  child. 

Thy  very  artlessness  beguiled,  ^ 
And  folly's  self  seemed  wise  in  thee  : 

I  too  can  smile,  when  o'er  that  hour 
The    lights   of   memory   backward 
•tream. 


Yet  feel  the  while  that  manhood's  power 
Is  vainer  than  my  boyhood's  dream. 

Years  have  passed  on,  and  left  their 
trace 
Of  graver  care  and  deeper  thought : 
And  unto  me  the  calm,  cold  &ce 
Of  manhood,  and  to  thee  the  grace 

Of  woman's  pensive  beautyorought. 
More  wide,  perchance,  for  blame  than 
praise. 
The  school-boy's  humble  name  ha» 
flown  ; 
Thine,  in  the  ^reen  and  quiet  ways 
Of  unobtrusive  goodness  known. 

And  wider  yet  m  thought  and  deed 

Diverge  our  pathways,  obe  in  youth  t 
Thine  the  Genevan's  sternest  creed. 
While  answers  to  my  spirit's  need 

The  Derby  dalesman^s  simple  truth. 
For  thee,  the  priestly  rite  ana  prayer, 

And  holy  day,  ana  solemn  psalm  ; 
For  me,  the  silent  reverence  where 

My  brethren  gather,  dow  and  calm. 

Yet  hath  thy  spirit  left  on  me 

An  impress  Time  has  worn  not  out« 
And  something  of  myself  in  thee, 
A  shadow  from  the  past,  I  see. 

Lingering,  even  yet,  thy  way  about : 
Not  wholly  can  the  heart  unlearn 

That  lesson  of  its  better  hours. 
Not  yet  has  Time's  dull  footstep  worn 

To  common  dust  that  path  of  nowera. 

Thus,  while  at  tiroes  before  our  eyes 

The  shadows  roelt,  and  fall  apart. 
And,  smiling  through  them,  round  tM 

lies 
The  warm  light  of  our  morning  skies,  — 

The  Indian  Summer  of  the  neart  1— 
In  secret  symjpathies  of  mind. 

In  founts  of  feeKng  which  retain 
Their  pure,  fresh  flow,  we  yet  majr  find 

Our  early  dreams  not  wholly  vain  1 


THE  LEGEND  OF  ST.  MARK.« 

The  day  is  closing  dark  and  cold. 
With  roaringblast  and  sleety  showers: 

And  through  the  dusk  the  lilacs  wear 
The  bloom  of  snow,  instead  of  flowers 
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I  turn  me  (rom  the  gloom  withoat, 
To  ponder  o'er  a  tale  of  old, 

A  legend  of  the  age  of  Faith, 
By  dreammg  monk  or  abbess  told. 

On  Tintoretto't  canvas  lives 
That  fancy  of  a  loving  heart. 

In  graceful  fines  and  shaoes  of  power, 
And  hues  immortal  as  nis  arL 

In  Provence  (so  the  story  runs) 
There  lived  a  lord,  to  whom,  as  slave, 

A  peasant-boy  of  tender  years 
The  chance  of  trade  or  conquest  gave. 

Forth-looking  from  the  castle  tower. 
Beyond  the  hills  with  almonds  dark. 

The  straining  eye  could  scarce  discern 
The  cbapd  of  the  good  St.  Mark. 

And  there,  when  bitter  word  or  fare 
The  service  of  the  youth  repaid. 

By  stealth,  before  that  holy  shrine, 
Forgrace  to  bear  hiawrong,  he  prayed. 

The  steed  stamped  at  the  castle  gate. 
The  boar-hunt  sounded  on  the  hill : 

Why  stayed  the  Baron  from  the  chase, 
w  ith  looks  so  stem,  and  words  so  ill  ? 

**  Go,  bind  yon  slave  I  and  let  him  learn. 
By  scath  of  fire  and  strain  of  cord. 

How  ill  they  speed  who |;ive  dead  saints 
The  homage  due  their  living  lord  1  ** 


»» 


Ttiey  bound  him  on  the  fearful  rack, 
mien,  through  the  dungeon's  vaulted 
dark. 

He  saw  the  light  of  shining  robes. 
And  knew  uie  £u»  of  g(Md  St.  Mark. 

Then  sank  the  iron  rack  apart. 
The  cords  released  their  cruel  clasp, 

The  pincers,  with  their  teeth  of  fire, 
Fell  broken  from  the  torturer's  grasp. 

And  lo  !  before  the  Youth  and  Saint, 
Barred  door  and  wall  of  stone  gave 
way: 

And  up  from  bondage  and  the  night 
They  passed  to  freedom  and  the  day  I 

O  cireaming  monk  1  thy  tale  is  true  :  — 
Q  painter  I  true  thy  pencil's  art ; 


In  tones  of  hope  and  jm^hecy. 
Ye  whisper  to  my  listening  neart  I 

Unheard  no  burdened  heart*s  appeal 
Moans  up  to  God's  inclining  ear ; 

Unheeded  oy  his  tender  eye, 
Falls  to  the  earth  no  sufferer's  tear. 

For  still  the  Lord  alone  is  God  I 
The  pomp  and  power  of  tyrant  man 

Are  scattered  at  his  lightest  breath, 
Like   chaff  before    the   winnoirer's 
fan. 

Not  always  shall  the  slave  uplift 
His  heavy  hands  to  Heaven  in  vain. 

God's  angel,  like  the  good  St.  Mark. 
Comes  shining  down  to  break   his 
chain  I 

O  weary  ones  I  ye  may  not  see 
Your  helpers  fn  their  downward  flight ; 

Nor  hear  the  sound  of  silver  wings 
Slow  beating  through  the  hush  of 
night  I 

But  not  the  less  zray  Dothan  shone,_ 
With    sunbrignt   watchers   bending 
low, 

That  Fear's  dim  eye  beheld  alone 
The  spear-heads  of  the  Syrian  foe. 

There  are,  who,  like  the  Seer  of  old. 
Can  see  the  helpers  God  has  sent. 

And  how  life's  rugged  mountain-side 
Is  white  with  many  an  angel  tent  I 

They  hear  the  heralds  whom  our  Lord 
Sends  down  his  pathway  to  prepare  : 

And  light,  from  others  hidden,  shines 
On  their  high  place  of  £iith  and  prayer. 

Let  such,  for  earth's  despairing  ones, 

Ho'peless,  yet  longing  to  be  free. 
Breathe    once    again    the    Prophet's 
prayer : 
"  Lord,  ope  their  eyes,  that  they  may 
see!'* 


THE  WELL  OF  LOCH  MAREE.« 

Calm  on  the  breast  of  Loch  Mare« 
A  little  isle  reposes  ; 
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A  shadow  woven  of  the  oak 
And  willow  o'er  it  closes. 

Within,  a  Druid's  mound  is  seen. 
Set  round  with  stonv  warders  : 

A  fountain,  gushing  through  the  turf, 
Flows  o'er  its  grassy  borders. 

And  whoso  bathes  therein  his  brow, 
With  care  or  madness  burning, 

Feels  once  again  his  healthful  thought 
And  sense  of  peace  returning. 

O  restless  heart  and  fevered  brain, 

Unquiet  and  unstable. 
That  holy  well  of  Loch  Maree 

Is  more  than  idle  fable  I 

Life's  changes  vex,  its  discords  stun, 
Its  glaring  sunshine  blindeth. 

And  West  is  he  who  on  his  way 
That  fount  of  healing  findeth  I 

The  shadows  of  a  humbled  will 
And  contrite  heart  are  o'er  it ; 

Go   read   its   legend  —  "  Trust    in 
God"  — 
On  Faith's  white  stones  before  it. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


TO  MY  SISTER; 


WITH    A    COPY    or 


"  SUPKRNATtTRAL- 
XSM  OP  NBW  ENGLAND." 


and 


Dbar  Sistbk  I  —  while  the  wise 

sage 
Turn  coldly  from  my  playful  page, 
And  count  it  strange  that  ripened  age 

Should  stoop  to  boyhood's  folly ; 
I  know  that  thou  wilt  judge  aright 
Of  all  which  makes  the  heart  more  light, 
Or  lends  one  star-gleam  to  the  night 

Of  clouded  Melancholy. 

Away  with  weary  cares  and  themes  I — 
Swing  wide  the  moonlit  gate  of  dreams  I 
Leave  free  once  more  the  land  which 
teems 
With  wonders  and  romances  I 
Where  thou,  with  clear  discerning  eyes, 
Shalt  rightly  read  the  truth  which  hes 
Beneath  the  quaintly  masking  guise 
\  Ofwild  and  wizard  fiu:ciea 


Lo  I  once  again  oar  feet  we  aet 

On  still  green  wood-paths,  twilight  wet. 

By  lone^  brooks,  wnose  waters  fret 

The  roots  of  spectral  beeches ; 
Again  the  hearth-fire  glimmers  o'er 
Home's  whitewashed  wall  and  painted 

floor. 
And  young  eyes  widening  to  the  lore 

Of  faery-f<wis  and  witcoes. 

Dear  heart  I  —  the  lesend  is  not  vain 
Which  lijshts  that  holy  hearth  again. 
And  calhng  back  from  care  and  pain. 

And  death's  funereal  sadness, 
Draws  round  its  old  familiar  blaze 
The  clustering  groups  of  happier  days. 
And  lends  to  sober  manhood's  gaze 

A  glimpse  of  childish  gladness. 

And,  knowing  how  my  life  hath  been 
A  weary  work  of  tongue  and  pen, 
A  long,  haish  strife  with  strong-willed 
men. 

Thou  wilt  not  chide  my  turning 
To  con,  at  times,  an  idle  rhyme. 
To  pluck  a  flower  from   cfafldhood*S 

clime, 
Or  listen,  at  Life's  noonday  chime. 

For  the  sweet  bells  of  Morning ! 


AUTUMN  THOUGHTS. 

FROM      "mARGARBT     SMITH's    JOUR 
NAL." 

GoNB  hath  the  Spring,  with  all  ita 
flowers, 
And  gone  the  Summer's  pomp  and 
show. 
And  Autumn,  in  his  leafless  bowers, 
Is  waiting  for  the  Winter's  snow. 

I  said  to  Earth,  so  cold  and  gray, 
"  An  emblem  of  myself  thou  art" : 

"  Not  so,"  the  Earth  did  seem  to  say, 
"  For  Spring  shall  warm  my  frosen 
heart" 

I  soothe  my  wintry  sleep  with  dreams 
Of  warmer  sun  and  softer  rain. 

And  wait  to  hear  the  sound  of  ttreaow 
And  songs  of  merry  birds  acain. 
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Bm  thoD,  Ihnn  whom  the  Spring  hath 
gone. 

For  whom  the  flowers  no  longer  blow, 
Who  standest  bhghted  and  forlorn, 

like  Autumn  waiting  for  the  snow : 

Ho  hope  is  thine  of  sunnier  hours, 
Thy  Winter  shall  no  more  depart ; 

Ko  Spring  revive  thy  wasted  flowers, 
Nor  Summer  warm  thy  frozen  heart. 


CALEF  IN  BOSTON. 
1693. 

In  the  solemn  days  of  old. 
Two  men  met  in  Boston  town. 

One  a  tradesman  frank  and  bold. 
One  a  preacher  of  renown. 

Cried  the  last,  in  bitter  tone,  — 
**  Poisoner  of  the  wells  of  truth  ! 

Satan's  hireling,  thou  hast  sown 
With  his  tares  the  heart  of  youth  I " 

Spake  the  simple  tradesman  then,  — 
'*  God  be  judge  'twixt  thou  and  I ; 

All  thou  knowest  of  truth  hath  been 
Unto  men  like  thee  a  lie. 

"  Falsehoods  which  we  spurn  to-day 
Were  the  truths  of  long  ago ; 

Let  the  dead  boughs  fkll  away. 
Fresher  shall  the  living  grow. 

"  God  is  good  and  God  is  light. 
In  this  faith  I  rest  secure : 

£vil  can  but  serve  the  right. 
Over  all  shall  love  endure. 

"  Of  your  spectral  puppet  play^ 
I  have  traced  the  cunning  wires  ; 

Come  what  will,  I  needs  must  say, 
God  is  true,  and  ye  are  liars.'* 

When  the  thought  of  man  is  free, 
Error  fears  its  lightest  tones ; 

So  the  priest  cried,  "  Sadducee  I  " 
And  the  people  took  up  stones. 

fn  the  ancient  burying-ground. 
Side  by  side  the  twain  now  lie,  — 

la 


One  with  humble  grasrr  mound. 
One  with  marbles  paTe  and  high. 

But  the  Lord  hath  blest  the  seed 
Which  that  tradesman  scattered  thei^ 

And  the  preacher's  spectral  creed 
Chills  no  more  the  blood  of  men. 

Let  us  trust,  to  one  is  known 
Perfect  love  which  casts  out  fear. 

While  the  other's  joys  atone 
For  the  wrong  he  suffered  here 


TO  PIUS  IX.» 

Thb  cannon's  brazen  lips  are  cold ; 

No  red  shell  blazes  dewn  the  air ; 
And  street  and  tower,  and  temple  old. 

Are  silent  as  despair. 

The  Lombard  stands  no  more  at  ba]^  — 
Rome's  fresh  young  life  has  bled  in 
vain ; 

The  ravens  scattered  by  the  day 
Cpme  back  with  night  again. 

Now,  while  the  fratricides  of  France 
Are  treading  on  the  neck  of  Rome, 

Hider  at  Gaeta,  —  seize  thy  chance  I 
Coward  and  cruel,  come  t 

Creep  now  from  Naples'  bloody  skirt : 
Thy  mummer's  part  was  acted  well. 

While  Rome,  with  steel  and  fire  begird 
Before  thy  crusade  fell  I 

Her  death-groans  answered  to  thy 
prayer ; 

Thy  chant,  the  drum  and  bugle-call ; 
Thy  fights,  the  burning  villa's  glare ; 

Thy  beads,  the  shelfand  balTl 

Let  Austria  clear  thy  way,  with  hands 
Foul  from  Ancona's  cruel  sack. 

And  Naples,  with  his  dastard  bands 
Of  murderers,  lead  thee  back  I 

Rome's  lipsare  dumb :  the  orphan's  wail. 
The  mother's  shriek,  thou  mayst  not 
hear 

Above  the  Pithless  Frenchman's  hail. 
The  unsexed  shaveling's  cheer  1 
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Go,  bind  on  Rome  her  cast-off  weight, 
The  double  curse  of  crook  and  crown. 

Though  woman's  scorn  and  manhood's 
hate 
From  wall  and  roof  flash  down  I 

Nor  heed  those  blood-stains  on  the  wall, 
Not  Tiber's  flood  can  wash  away, 

Where,  in  thy  stalely  Quirinal, 
Thy  mangled  victims  lay  I 

Let  the  world  murmur  ;  let  its  cry 
Of  horror  and  disgust  be  heard  ;  - 

Truth  stands  alone ;  thy  coward  lie 
Is  backed  by  lance  and  sword  I 

The  cannon  of  St.  Angelo, 

And  chanting  priest  and  clanging  bell. 
And  beat  of  drum  and  bugle  blow. 

Shall  greet  thy  coming  well  I 

Let  lips  of  iron  and  tongues  of  slaves 
Fit  welcome  give  thee; — for  her  part, 

Rome,   frowning  o'er   her   new-made 
graves, 
Shall  curse  thee  from  her  heart  I 

No  wreaths  of  sad  Carapagna's  flowers 
Shall  childhood  in  thy  pathway  fling ; 

No  garlands  from  their' ravaged  Dowers 
Shall  Temi's  maidens  bring : 

But,  hateful  as  that  tyrant  old, 
The  mocking  witness  of  his  crime. 

In  ihee  shall  loathing  eyes  behold 
The  Nero  of  our  time  1 

Stand  where  Rome's  blood  was  freest 
shed, 
Mock  Heaven  with  impious  thanks, 
and  call 
Its  curses  on  the  patriot  dead, 
Its  blessings  on  the  Gaul  1 

Or  sit  upon  thy  throne  of  lies, 
A  poor,  mean  idol,  blood-besmeared, 

Whom  even  its  worshippers  despise,  — 
Unhonored,  unrevered  1 

Yet,  Scandal  of  the  World  I  from  thee 
One    needful  truth    mankind   shall 
learn,  — 

That  kings  and  priests  to  Liberty 
And  God  are  cdse  in  turn. 


Earth  wearies  of  them ;  and  the  long 
Meek  sufferance  of  the  Heavens  doth 
fail ; 

Woe  for  weak  tyrants,  when  the  strong 
Wake,  struggle,  and  prevail  t 

Not  vainly  Roman  hearts  have  bled 
To  feed  the  Crozier  and  the  Crown, 

If;  roused  thereby,  the  world  shall  tread 
The  twin-bom  vampires  down  1 


ELLIOTT.n 

Hands  off  I  thou  tithe-&t  plunderer  I 
play 

No  trick  of  priestcrafl  here  I 
Back,  puny  lordling !  darest  thou  lay 

A  hand  on  Elliott's  bier? 
Alive,  your  rank  and  pomp,  as  dust. 

Beneath  his  feet  he  trod : 
He  knew  the  locust  swarm  that  cursed 

The  harvest-flelds  of  God. 

On    these  pale    lips,   the  smothered 
thought 

Which  England's  millions  feel, 
A  fierce  and  fearful  splendor  caught, 

As  from  his  foige  the  steel. 
Strong-armedas  1  hor, — a  shower  of  fire 

His  smitten  anvil  flung ; 
God's  curse.  Earth's  wrong,  dumb  Hun- 
ger's  ire,  — 

He  gave  them  all  a  tongue  I 

Then  let  the  poor  roan*s  homy  hands 

Bear  up  the  mighty  dead. 
And  labor's  swart  and  .«».alwax*  bands 

Behind  as  mourners  treao. 
Leave  cant  and  craft  their  baptizod 
bounds. 

Leave  rank  its  minster  floor ; 
Give    England's    green    and   daisied 
grounds 

The  poet  of  the  poor  I 

Lay  down  upon  his  Sheafs  green  verge 

That  brave  old  heart  of  oak, 
With  fitting  dirge  from  sounding  foige. 

And  pall  of  furnace  smoke  ! 
Where  whirls  the  stone  its  dizzy  rounds 

And  axe  and  sledge  are  swung, 
And,  timing  to  their  stormy  sounds, 

His  stormy  lays  are  sung. 
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Then  \et  the  peuant's  step  be  li«an]» 

The  grinder  chant  his  rhyme  ; 
Nor  patron's  praise  nor  damty  word 

Beaf  s  the  man  or  time. 
No  soft  lament  nor  dreamer's  sigh 

For  him  whose  words  were  bread,  — 
Hie  Runic  rhyme  and  spell  whereby 

The  fioodless  poor  were  fed  I 

Pile  up  thy  tombs  of  rank  and  pride, 

O  England,  as  thou  wilt  I 
With  pomp  to  nameless  worth  denied. 

Emblazon  titled  guilt  I 
No  part  or  lot  in  these  we  claim ; 

But,  o'er  the  sounding  wave, 
A  common  right  to  Elliott's  name, 

A  freehold  m  his  grav3  I 


ICHABOD  I 

So  fidlen  I  CO  lost  I  the  light  withdrawn 

Which  once  he  wore  I 
The  glory  from  his  gray  hairs  gone 

Forevermore  I 

Revile  him  not,  —  the  Tempter  hath 

A  snare  for  all ; 
And  pitying  tears,  not  scorn  and  wrath, 

Befit  his  M  I 

O,  dumb  be  passion's  stormy  rage. 

When  he  who  might 
Have  lighted  up  and  led  his  age. 

Falls  back  m  nighL 

Scorn  I  would  the  angels  laugh,  to  mark 

A  bright  soul  dnven, 
Fiend-goaded,  down  the  endless  dark, 

From  hope  and  heaven  I 

Let  not  the  land  once  proud  of  him 

Insult  him  now, 
Nor  brand  with  deeper  shame  his  dim, 

Dislumored  brow. 

But  let  its  humbled  sons,  instead. 

From  sea  to  lake, 
A  long  lament,  as  for  the  dead, 

In  sadness  make. 

Of  all  we  loved  and  honored,  naught 
Save  power  remains,  — 
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A  fiillen  angel's  jpfide  of  though^ 
Still  strong  in  chains. 

All  else  is  gone  ;  from  those  great  eyes 

The  soul  has  fled : 
When  faith  is  lost,  when  honor  dies, 

The  man  is  dead  ! 

Then,  pay  the  reverence  of  old  days 

To  his  dead  fame ; 
Walk  backward,  with  averted  gaxe, 

And  hide  the  shame  \ 


THE  CHRISTIAN  TOURISTS." 

No  aimless  wanderers,  by  the  fiend 
Unrest 
Goaded  from  shore  to  shore ; 
No  schoolmen,  turning,  in  their  classic 
Quest, 
The  leaves  of  empire  o'er. 
Simple  <A  faith,  and  bearing  in  their 
hearts 
The  love  of  man  and  God, 
Isles  of  old  song,  the  Moslem's  ancient 
marts. 
And  Scytbia's  steppes,  they  trod.  - 

Where  the  long  shadows  of  the  fir  and 
pine 
In  the  night  sun  are  cast. 
And  the  deep  heart  of  many  a  Norland 
mine 
Quakes  at  each  rivine  blast : 
Where,  in  barbaric  grandeur,  Moskwa 
stands, 
A  baptized  Scythian  queen, 
With  Europe's  arts  and  Asia's  jewelled 
hands, 
The  North  and  East  between  ! 

Where  still,  through  vales  of  Grecian 
fable,  stray 
The  classic  forms  of  yore, 
And  Beauty  smiles,  new  risen  from  the 
spray, 
And  Dian  weeps  once  more  ; 
Where  every  tongue  in  Smyrna's  mart 
resounds ; 
And  Stamboul  from  the  sea 
Lifts  her  tall    minarets   over   burial- 
grounds 
Black  with  the  cypr^ss-iree  J 
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From  Malta's  templet  to  the  gates  of 
Rome, 
FoUowioK  the  track  of  Paal, 
And  where  tne  Alps  gird  round  the 
Switzer's  home 
Their  vast,  eternal  wall  :^ 
They  paused  not  by  the  ruins  of  old 
time. 
They  scanned  no  pictures  rare, 
Nor  lingered  where  the  snow-lodced 
I  mountains  climb 

The  cold  abyss  of  air  I 

?3at  unto  prisons,  where  men  lay  in 
chains, 
To  haunts  where  Hunger  pined. 
To  kings  and  courts  forgetful  of  the 
pains 
And  wants  of  human-kind. 
Scattering  sweet  words,  and  quiet  deeds 
of  Kood, 
Along  their  way,  like  flowers, 
Or  pleading;  as  Christ's  freemen  only 
could. 
With  princes  and  with  powers ; 

Their  single  aim  the  purpose  to  fulfil 

Of  Truth,  from  day  to  day. 
Simply  obedient  to  its  guiding  will. 

They  held  their  pilgrim  way. 
Yet  dream  not,  hence,  the  beautiful  and 
old 

Were  wasted  on  their  sight, 
Who  in  the  school  of  Christ  had  learned 
to  hold 

All  outward  things  aright 

Not  less  to  them  the  breath  of  vine- 
yards blown 
From  off  the  Cyprian  shore. 
Not  less  for  them  the  Alps  in  sunset 
shone, 
^  That  man  they  valued  more. 
A  life  of  beauty  lends  to  all  ic  sees 

The  beauty  of  its  thought ; 
And  iairest  forms  and  sweetest  harmo- 
nies 
Make  glad  its  way,  unsought. 

In  sweet  accordancy  of  praise  and  love. 

The  singing  waters  run  ; 
And  sunset  mountains  wear  in  light 
above 

The  smile  of  duty  done  ; 


Sure  stands  the  promise,  — ever  fee  tbs 
meek 
A  heritage  is  given ; 
Nor  lose  they  Earth  who,  single-heart* 
ed,  seek 
The  righteousness  of  Heaven  1 
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Wbll  speed  thy  mission,  bold  Icono- 
clast I 
Yet  all  unworthy  of  its  trust  tliou  art, 
\if  with  dry  eye,  and  cold,  unloving 
heart. 
Thou  tread'st  the  solemn  Pantheon  of 
the  Past, 
By  the  great  Future's  dazxUng  hope 

made  blind 
To  all  the  beauty,  powor,  and  truth 
behind. 
Not   without  reverent    awe    sbouldsf 
thou  put  by 
The  cypress  branches  and  the  anui> 

ranth  blooms. 
Where,  with  clasped  hands  of  prayer, 
upon  their  tombs 
The  effi^es  of  old  confessora  lie, 
God*8  witnesses ;  the  voices  of  his  will. 
Heard  in  the  slow  march  of  the  cen- 
turies still ! 
Such  were  the  men  at  whose  rebuking 

frown. 
Dark  with  God's  wrath,   the  tyrant's 

knee  went  down ; 
Such  from  the  terrors  of  the  guilty  drew 
The  vassal's  freedom    and  the   poor 
man's  due. 

St.  Anselm  (may  he  rest  fbrevermore 
In  Heaven's  sweet  peace  I)  forbade, 

of  old,  the  sale 
Of  men    as   slaves,  and  fivm   the 

sacred  Dale 
Hurled  the   Northumbrian  buyers  oi 

the  poor. 
To  ransom  souls  from  bonds  and  evil 

fate 
St.  Ambrose  melted  down  the  sacred 

plate,  — 
Image  of  saint,  the  chalice,  and  the 

pix, 
Crosses  of  gold,  and  silver  candlesticks. 
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"Man  is  worth  mokb  than  tbm- 

PLBS  I  "  he  replied 
To  such  as  came  his  holy  work  lb  chide. 
And  brave  Cesarius,  stripping  altars 

bare, 
Aod  coining  from  the  Abbey's  golden 

hoard 
tlie  captive's  freedom,  answered  to  the 

prayer 
Or  threat  of  those  whose  fierce  zeal 

for  the  Lord 
Itifled  their  love  of  man,—*'  An  earth- 
en dish 
The  last  sad  supper  of  the  Master 

bore : 
Most  miserable  sinners  1  do  ye  wish 
More  than  your  Lord,  and  grudge  his 

aying  poor 
What  your  own  pride  and  not  his  need 

requires? 
Sotils,  than  these  shining  gauds,  He 

values  more ; 
Mercy,  not  sacrifice,  his  heart  desires  I " 
O  foithful  worthies  !  resting  far  behind 
In  your  dark  ages,  since  ye  fell  asleep. 
Much  has  been  done  for  truth  and  hu- 
man-kind, — 
Shadows    are    scattered    wherein    ye 

cTOped  blind ; 
Man  daims  his  birthright,  freer  pulses 

leap 
Throueh  peoples  driven  in  your  day 

like  sheep; 
Yet,  like  your  own,  our  age's  sphere  of 

light. 
Though  widening  still,  is  walled  around 

by  night ; 
With  slow,  reluctant  eye,  the  Church 

has  read. 
Sceptic  at   heart,  the   lessons  of  its 

Head; 
Counting,  too<^  its  living  members 

less 
Than  the  wall's  garnish  and  the  pul- 
pit's dress ; 
Worid-moving  zeal,  with  power  to  bless 

and  feed 
Life's  fainting  pilgrims,  to  their  utter 

need. 
Instead  of  bread,  holds  out  the  stone 

of  creed ; 
Sect  builds  and   worships  where    its 

wealth  and  pride 
And  vanity  stand  shrined  and  deified, 


THE  PEACE  CONVENTION  AT 
BRUSSELS. 

Still  in  thjr  streets,  O  Paris!  doth 
the  stain 

Of  blood  defy  the  cleansing  autumn 
rain; 

Still  breaks  the  smoke  Messina's  ruins 
through. 

And  Naples  mourns  that  new  Bar- 
tholomew, 

When  squalid  beggary,  for  a  dole  ol 
bread. 

At  a  crowned  murderer's  beck  of  li- 
cense, fed 

The  yawning  trenches  with  her  noble 
dead ; 

Still,  doomed  Vienna,  through  th> 
stately  halls 

The  shell  eoes  crashing  and  the  red 
shot  tails, 

And,  leagued  to  crush  thee,  on  the 
Danube's  side, 

llie  bearded  Croat  and  Bosniak  spear- 
man ride ; 

Still  in  that  vale  where  Himalaya's  snow 

Melts  round  the  cornfields  and  ihs 
vines  below. 

The  Sikh's  hot  cannon,  answering  baU 
for  ball. 

Flames  in  the  breach  of  Moullan'f 
shattered  wall ; 


Careless  that  in  the  shadow  of  its  waUi 
God's  living  temple  into  ruin  falls. 
We  need,  methinks,  the  prophet-hero 

still. 
Saints  true  of  life,  and  martyrs  strong      i 

of  wUl,  ' 

To  tread  the  land,  even  now,  as  Xavier 

trod 
The  streets  of  Goa,  barefoot,  with 

his  bell, 
Proclaiming  freedom  in  the  name  of 

God, 
And  startling  tyrants  with  the  fear  of 

hell! 
So/k  words,  smooth  prophecies,  are 

doubtless  well ; 
But  to  rebuke  the  age's  popular  crime. 
We  need  the  souls  of  tire,  the  hearts 

of  that  old  time  I 
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On  Cbenab**  nde  the  vnltare  aedu  the 

slain. 
And  Sutlej  paints  with  blood  its  banks 

again. 
**  What  folly,  then,"  the  Pithless  critic 

cries, 
With  sneering  lip,   and  wise,  world- 


«       "  While  fort  to 


knowing  eyes, 

lefort 

repeat 


eyes, 
tort, 


and  post  to  post, 


The  ceaseless  challenge  of  the  war- 
drum's  beat. 

And  round  the   green  earth,  to   the 
church-bell's  chime, 

The  morning^  drum-roll  of  the  camp 
keeps  time, 

Todreamofpeaceamidstaworldinarms, 

Of  swords  to  ploughshares  changed  by 
Scriptural  charms 

Of  nations,  drunken  with  the  wine  of 
blood, 

Staggering  to  take  the  Pledge  of  Broth- 
erhood, 

Like  tipplers  answering  Father  Math- 
ew's  call,  — 

The  sullen  Spaniard,  and  the  road-cap 
Gaul, 

The  bull-dog  Briton,  yielding  but  with 
life, 

The  Yankee  swaggering  with  his  bowie- 
knife, 

The  Russ,  from  banquets  with  the  vul- 
ture shared, 

The  blood  still  dripping  from  his  am- 
^  ber  beard. 

Quitting  their  mad  Berserker  dance  to 
hear 

The  dull,  meek  droning  of  a  drab-coat 
_  seer ; 

Leaving  the  sport  of  Presidents  and 
Kings, 

Where  men  for  dice  each  titled  gambler 
flings, 

To  meet  alternate  on  the  Seine  and 
Thames, 

For  tea  and  gossip,  like  old  country 
dames  I 

No !  let  the  cravens  plead  the  weak- 
ling's cant. 

Let  Cobden  cipher,  and  let  Vincent  rant, 

Let  Sturge  preach  peace  to  democratic 
throngs. 

And  Burritt,  stammering  through  his 
hundred  tongues, 


R^qieat,  in  all,  his  ghoatlr  lessons  o'er, 
Timed  to  the  pauses  of  the  battery's 

roar; 
Check  Ban  or  Kaiser  with  the  barxir 

cade 
Of  "  Olive-leaves  "  and   Resolutions 

made, 
Spikeguns  with  pointed  Scriptnre-texts, 

and  hope 
To  capsize  navies  with  a  windy  trope : 
Still  shall  the  glory  and  the  pomp  of 

War 
Along  their  train  the  shouUng  millions 

draw; 
Still  dusty  Labor  to  the  passing  Brave 
His  cap  shall  doff,  and  Beauty's  ker- 
chief wave; 
Still  shall  the  bard  to  Valor  tune  his 

Still  Hero-worship  kneel   before  the 

Strong ; 
Rosy  and   sleek,  the   sable  -  gowneil 

divine. 
O'er  his  third  bottle  of  suggestive  wine 
To  plumed  and  sworded  auditors,  shall 

prove 
Their  trade  accordant  with  the  Law  c  \ 

Love: 
And  Church  for  State,  and  State  fo 

Church,  shall  fight. 
And  both  agree,  that  Might  alone  i* 

,  Right  I " 
Despite  of  sneers  like  these,  O  fiutlt 

ful  few, 
Who  dare   to  hold  God's  word  anil 

witness  true, 
Whose  clear-eyed  fiiith  transcends  oui 

evil  time. 
And  o'er  the  present  wilderness  of  crime, 
Sees  the  calm  future,  with  its  robes  of 

green, 
Its  fleece-flecked  mountains,  and  soft 

streams  between,  — 
Still  keep  the  path  whidt  duty  bids  ye 

tread, 
Though    worldly  wisdom   shake    the 

cautious  head  : 
No  truth  firom  Heaven  descends  upon 

our  sphere, 
Without  the  greeting  of  the  sceptic's 

sneer; 
Denied  and  mocked  at,  till  its  bless- 
ings fall. 
Common  as  dew  and  sunshine,  over  all. 
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T&eti,  o^  Earth's  war-field,  till  tbe 

strife  shaD  cease, 
Like  Morven's  harpers,  sing  your  song 

of  peace ; 
As  in  old  fable  rang  the  Thracian's 

lyre, 
Midst  howl  of  fiends  and  roar  of  penal 

fire, 
Till  the  fierce  din  to  pleasing  mnrmurs 

fell. 
And  love  subdued  the  maddened  heart 

ofheU. 
Lend,  once  again,  that  holy  song  a 

tongue. 
Which  the  glad  angels  of  the  Advent 

sung, 
Their  cradle-anthem  for  the  Saviour's 

birth, 
Glory  to  God,  and  peace  unto  the  earth  I 
Tluough  the  mad  discord  send  that 

calming  word 
Which  wind  and  wave  on  wild  Genes- 

arelh  heard. 
Lift  in  Christ's  name  his  Cross  against 

the  Swo«i  I 
Not  vain  the  vision  which  the  prophets 

saw. 
Skirting  with  green  the  fiery  waste  of 

war, 
Through  the  hot  sand-gleam,  looming 

soft  and  calm 
On  the  sky's  rim,  the  fountain-shading 

palm. 
Still  lives  for  Earth,  which  fiends  so 

long  have  trod, 
The  great  hope  resting  on  the  truth  of 

God,— 
Evil  shall  cease  and  Violence  pass  away. 
And  the  tired  world  breathe  free  through 

a  long  Sabbath  day. 
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THE  WISH  OF  TO-DAY. 

I  ASK  not  now  for  gold  to  gild 
With  mocking  shine  a  wearjr  fmtte  ; 

The  yearning  of  the  mind  is  stilled, — 
I  ask  not  now  for  Fame. 

A  fose-cloud,  dimly  seen  above. 
Melting   in   heaven's   blue   depths 
away, — 


O,  sweet,  fond  dream  of  human  Love  I 
For  thee  I  may  not  pray. 

But,  bowed  in  lowliness  of  mind, 

I  make  my  humble  wishes  known,  -^ 
I  only  ask  a  wrill  resigned, 

0  rather,  to  thine  own ! 

To-day,  beneath  thy  chastening  eyt 

1  crave  alone  for  peace  and  res* 
Submissive  in  thy  hand  to  lie, 

And  feel  that  it  is  best. 

A  marvel  seems  the  Universe, 
A  miracle  our  Life  and  Death ; 

A  mysterv  which  I  cannot  pierce, 
Arouno,  above,  beneath. 

In  vain  I  task  my  aching  brain. 
In  vain  the  sage's  thought  I  scaa 

I  only  feel  how  weak  and  vain. 
How  poor  and  blind,  is  man. 

And  now  my  spirit  sighs  for  home. 
And  longs  for  light  whereby  to  see. 

And,  like  a  weary  child,  would  come, 
O  Father,  unto  thee  I 

Though  oft,  like  letters  traced  on  sand. 
My  weak  resolves  have  passed  away. 

In  mercy  lend  thy  helping  hand 
Unto  my  prayer  to-aay  I 


OUR  STATE. 

The  South-land  boasts  its  teeming  cane, 
The  prairied  West  its  heavy  grain. 
And  sunset's  radiant  gates  uiuold 
On  rising  marts  and  sands  of  gold  I 

Rough,  bleak,  and  hard,  our  little  State 
Is  scant  of  soil,  of  limits  strait ; 
Her  yellow  sands  are  sands  alone. 
Her  only  mines  are  ice  and  stone  I 

From  Autumn  frost  to  April  rain. 
Too  long  her  winter  woods  complain ; 
From  budding^  flower  to  &Hin^  leaf. 
Her  summer  time  is  all  too  bnef 
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Yet,  on  her  rocloL  and  on  her  sands, 
And    wintry    hills,    the    school-hottse 

stands, 
And  what  her  rugged  soil  denies, 
The  harvest  of  the  mind  supplies. 

The  riches  of  the  Commonwealth 

Are  free,  strong  minds,  and  hearts  of 

health  ; 
And  more  to  her  than  gold  or  grain. 
The  cunning  hand  and  cultured  brain. 

For  well  she  keeps  her  ancient  stock. 
The  stubborn  strength  of  Pil^m  Rock ; 
And  still  maintains,  with  milder  laws, 
And  clearer  light,  the  Good  Old  Cause  I 

Nor  heeds  the  sceptic's  puny  hands, 
While  near  her  scnool  the  cnurch-spire 

stands ; 
Nor  fears  the  blinded  bigot's  rule, 
While  near  her  church-spire  stands  the 

school 


ALL'S  WELL. 

Thb  clouds,  which  rise  with  thunder, 
slake 

Our  thirsty  souls  with  rain : 
The  blow  most  dreaded  falls  to  break 

From  off  our  limbs  a  chain  ; 
And  wrongs  of  man  to  man  but  make 

The  love  of  God  more  plain. 
As  throneh  the  shadowy  lens  of  even 
The  eye  looks  farthest  mto  heaven 
On  gleams  of  star  and  depths  of  blue 
The  glaring  sunshine  never  knew  I 


SEED-TIME  AND  HARVEST. 

As  o'er  his  furrowed  fields  which  lie 
Beneath  a  coldly-dropping  sky. 
Yet  chill  with  winter's  melted  snow, 
The  husbandman  goes  forth  to  sow, 

Thus,  Freedom,  on  the  bitter  blast 
The  ventures  of  thy  seed  we  cast. 
And  trust  to  warmer  sun  and  rain 
To  swell  the  germ,  and  fill  the  grain. 


Who  calls  thy  glorious  aervioe  haid  ? 
Who  deems  it  not  its  own  reward  ? 
Who,  for  its  triads,  counts  it  leas 
A  cause  of  praise  and  thankfulness? 

It  may  not  be  our  lot  to  wield 
The  sickle  in  the  ripened  field  ; 
Nor  ours  to  hear,  on  sununer  eves, 
The  reaper's  song  among  the  sheavcik 

Yet  where  our  duty's  task  is  wrought 
In  unison  with  God's  great  thought. 
The  near  and  future  blend  in  one. 
And  whatsoe'er  is  willed,  is  done  1 

And  ours  the  grateful  service  whence 
Comes,  day  by  day,  the  recompense ; 
The  hope,  the  trust,  the  purpose  stayed, 
The  fountain  and  the  noonday  shade. 

And  were  this  life  the  utmost  qxin. 
The  only  end  and  aim  of  man. 
Better  the  toil  of  fields  like  these 
llian  waking  dream  and  slothful 


But  life,  though  falling  like  our  gnin. 
Like  that  revives  and  springs  again ; 
And,  early  called,  how  blest  are  they 
Who  wait  in  heaven  their  harvest-day  J 


TO  A.   K. 

ON    RECEIVING    A     BASKET    OP    SKA« 
MOSSES. 

Thanks  for  thy  gift 
Of  ocean  floMreis, 
Bom  where  the  golden  drift 
Of  the  slant  sunshine  falls 
Down  the  green,  tremulous  walla 
Of  water,  to  the  cool  still  coral  bow- 
ers, 
Where,  under  rainbows  of  perpetual 
showers, 
God's  gardens  of  the  deep 
His  patient  ancels  keep : 
Gladdening  the  aim,  strange  solitude 
With  fiurest  forms  and  nues,  and 

thus 
Forever  teaching  us 
The  lesson  which  tba  many-colored 
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Thtt  flowera»  and  lesvea,  and  painted 

butterflies, 
The  deer's  branched  antlers,  the  gay 

bird  that  flings 
The  tropic  sunshine  from  its  golden 

wings, 
The  brightness  of  the  human  counte- 
nance. 
Its  plaT  of  smiles,  the  magic  of  a  glance, 
ForeTermore  repeat. 
In  varied  tones  and  sweet. 
That  beauty,  in  and  of  itself  is  good 

O  kind  and  generous   friend,  o'er 
whom 
The  sunset  hues  of  Time  are  cast, 
Painting,  upon  the  overpast 
And  scattered  clouds  of  noonday 

sorrow 
The  promise  of  a  fairer  morrow. 
An  earnest  of  the  better  life  to  come ; 
The  binding  of  the  spirit  broken. 
The  waminje  to  the  erring  spoken. 

The  comfort  of  the  sad. 
The  eye  to  see,  the  hand  to  cull 
Of  common  things  the  beautiful, 

The  absent  heart  made  glad 
By  simi>le  gift  ox  graceful  token 
Of  love  it  needs  as  daily  food. 
All  own  one  Source,  and  all  are 

good  I 
Hence,  tracking  sunny  cove  and 

reach, 
Where  spent  waves  glimmer  up 

the  beach^ 
And  toss  then*  gifts  of  weed  and 

shell 
From  foamy  curve  and  combing 

swelU 
No  unbefittine  task  was  thine 
To  weave  these  flowers  so  soft 
and  fair 
In  unison  with  His  design 

Who  loveth  beauty  everywhere ; 
And  makes  in  every  zone  and  clime, 
In  ocean  and  in  upper  air, 
All  things  beautiful  in  their  time. 
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For  not  alone  in  tooaa  of  awe  v^ 
power 
He  speaks  to  man ; 
The  cloudy  horror  of  the  thuodMr' 
shower 
His  rainbows  span : 
And  where  the  caravan 
Winds  o'er  the  desert,  leaving,  a»  ^r^ 

air 
The   crane-flock  leaves,  no  trace   m 
passage  there, 
He  eives  the  weary  eye 
The  palm-feaf  shadow  for  the  hot  nooa 
hours,^ 
And  on  its  branches  dry 
Calls  out  the  acacia's  flowers  ; 
And  where  the  dark  shaft  pierces 
down 
Beneath  the  mountain  roots. 
Seen  by  the  miner's  lamp  alone. 
The  star-like  crystal  shoots ; 
So^  where,  the  winds  and  waves 

below. 
The  coral-branchM  gardens  grow. 
His  climbing  weeds  and  mosses 

show. 
Like  foliace,  on  each  stony  bough. 
Of  varied  hues  more  strangely  gay 
Than    forest   leaves  in  autumn's 
day;  — 
Thus  evermore. 
On  sky.  and  wave,  and  shore. 
An  all-pervading  beauty  seems  to 

sav: 
God's  love  and  power  are  one ;  and 

they. 
Who,  like  the  thunder  of  a  sultry 
day. 
Smite  to  restore. 
And  they,  who,  like  the  gentle  wind, 

uplift 
The  petals  of  the  dew-wet  flowers,  and 
drift 
Their  perfume  on  the  air, 
Alike  may  serve  Him,  each,  with  thetr 
own  gift, 
Making  their  lives  a  prayer  I 
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**  I  DO  believe,  and  yet,  in  grie^ 
I  pny  for  help  to  unbelief; 
For  needful  strenj^h  aside  to  lay 
The  (kily  cumbenngs  of  my  way. 

'*  I  'm  sick  at  heart  of  craft  and  cant, 
Sick  of  the  crazed  enthusiast's  rant, 
Ftofession's  smooth  hypocrisies. 
And  creeds  of  iron,  and  lives  of  ease. 

"  I  ponder  o'er  the  sacred  word, 
I  read  the  record  of  our  Lord ; 
And,  weak  and  troubled,  envy  them 
Who  touched  his  seamless  garment's 
hem; — 

"Who  saw  the  tears  of  love  he  wept 
Above  the  grave  where  Lazarus  slept ; 
And  heard,  amidst  the  shadows  dim 
Of  Olivet,  hb  evening  hymn. 

"How  blessed  the  swineherd's    low 

estate, 
The  beggar  crouching  at  the  gate. 
The  leper  loathly  and  abhorred. 
Whose  eyes  of  flesh  beheld  the  Lord  I 

*'0  sacred  soil  his  sandals  pressed  I 
Sweet  fountains  of  his  noonday  rest  I 
O  light  and  air  of  Palestine, 
Impregnate  with  his  life  divine  I 

"  O,  bear  roe  thither  t    Let  roe  look 
On  Siloa'spool,  and  Kedron's brook,  — 
Kneel  at  Gethsemane,  and  by 
Genesaret  walk,  before  I  die  i 

*'  Methinks  this  cold  and  northern  night 
Would  melt  before  that  Orient  light ; 
And,  wet  by  Hermon's  dew  and  rain. 
My  childhood's  fiath  revive  again  I " 


So  spake  my  friend,  one  autumn  day, 
Where  the  still  river  slid  away 
Beneath  us,  and  above  the  brown 
Red  curtains  of  the  woods  shut  down. 

Then  said  I,  —  for  I  could  not  brook 
The  mute  appealing  of  his  look,  — 
*'  I,  too,  am  weak,  and  faith  is  small. 
And  blindness  happeneth  unto  all. 

*'  Yet,  sometimesglimpses  on  ray  sight. 
Through  present  inTong,   the   eternal 

right ; 
And,  step  by  step,  since  time  began, 
I  see  the  steady  gain  of  man  ; 

"  That  all  of  good  the  past  hath  had 
Remains  to  make  our  own  time  glad,  — 
Otir  common  daily  life  divine, 
And  every  land  a  Palestine. 

"  Thou  weariest  of  thy  present  state ; 
What  gain  to  thee  time  s  holiest  date  ? 
The  doubter  now  perchance  had  been 
As  High  Priest  or  as  Pilate  then  I 

"What    thought   Chorazin's  scribes? 

What  faith 
In  Him  had  Nain  and  Nazareth? 
Of  the  few  followers  whom  He  led 
One  sold  him,  —  all  forsook  and  fled. 

"  O  fnend  1  we  need  nor  rock  nor  sand, 
Nor  storied  stream  of  Morning-Land  ; 
The    heavens   are  glassed   in   Merri- 
mack, — 
What  more  could  Jordan  render  back? 

"  We  lack  but  open  eye  and  ear 
To  find  the  Orient's  marvels  here :  — 
The  still  small  voice  in  autumn's  hush, 
Yon  maple  wood  the  burning  bush. 
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'*  For  still  the  new  transcends  the  old. 
In  signs  and  tokens  manifojd ;  — 
Slaves  rise  up  men  ;  the  olive  waves, 
With  roots  deep  set  in  battle  graves ! 

"Through  the  harsh  noises  of  our  day 
A  low,  sweet  prelude  finds  its  way ; 
Through  clouds  of  doubt,  and  creeds 

of  fear, 
A  light  is  breaking,  calm  and  clear. 

*'  That  song  of  Love^  now  low  and  far, 
Erelong  shall  swell  from  star  to  star  I 
That  li^ht,  the  breaking  day,  which  tips 
The  golden-spired  Apocalypse  ! " 

Then,  when  my  good  friend  shook  his 

head, 
And,  sighing,  sadly  smiled,  I  said : 
*•  Thou  mind'st  me  of  a  story  told 
In  rare  Bemardin's  leaves  of  gold."  •* 

And  while  the  slanted  sunbeams  wove 
The  shadows  of  the  frost-stained  grove, 
And,  picturing  all,  the  river  ran 
O'er  cloud  ana  wood,  I  thus  began  : 


In  Mount  Valerien's  chestnut  wood 
The  Chapel  of  the  Hermits  stood ; 
And  thither,  at  the  close  of  day, 
Came  two  old  pilgrims,  worn  and  gray. 

One,  whose  impetuous  youth  defied 
The  storms  of  Baikal's  wintry  side, 
And  mused  and  dreamed  where  tropic 

Flamed  o'er  his  lost  Viiginia's  bay. 

His  simple  tale  of  love  and  woe 
All  heartii  had  melted,  high  or  low 
A  blissflil  pain,  a  sweet  distress, 
Immortal  m  its  tenderness. 

Yet,  while  above  his  charmed  pa|fe 
Beat  quick  the  youns;  heart  of  his  age. 
He  walked  amidst  the  crowd  unknown. 
A  sorrowing  oldraao.  strange  and  lone. 

A  horoelets,  troubled  age.  —  the  gray 
Pale  setting  of  a  weary  day ; 
Too  dull  his  e^ir  for  voice  ot  praise, 
Too  ladly  wr>ra  hishrow  for  btfys. 


Pride,  lust  of  power  and  glory,  sle^pt ; 
Yet  still  his  heart  its  young  dream  Kep^ 
And,  wandering  like  the  ofcluge-dove. 
Still  sought  the  resting-place  of  love. 

And,  mateless,  childless,  envied  more 
The  peasant's  welcome  firom  his  door 
Bv  smiling  eye^  at  eventide. 
Than  kingly  gifts  or  lettered  pride. 

Until,  in  place  of  wife  and  child. 
All-pitying  Nature  on  him  smiled. 
And  gave  to  him  the  golden  keys 
To  all  her  inmost  sanctities. 

Mild  Druid  of  her  wood-paths  dim  f 
She  laid  her  great  heart  bare  to  him. 
Its  loves  and  sweet  accords ;  — he  saw 
The  beauty  of  her  perfect  law. 

The  language  of  her  signs  he  knew, 
What  notes  her  cloudy  clarion  blew; 
The  rhythm  of  autumn's  forest  d^s. 
The  hymn  of  sunset's  painted  skies. 

And  thus  he  seemed  to  hear  the  song 
Which  swept,  of  old,  the  stars  along ; 
And  to  his  eyes  the  earth  once  more 
Its  fresh  and  primal  beauty  wore. 

Who  sought  with  him,  from  summer  tAk, 
And  field  and  wood,  a  balm  for  care : 
And  bathed  in  light  of  sunset  skies 
His  tortured  nerves  and  weary  eyes? 

His  fame  on  all  the  winds  had  flown  ; 
His  words  had  shaken  crypt  and  throne: 
Like  fire,  on  camp  and  court  and  cell 
They  dropped,  and  kindled  as  they  feU. 

Beneath  the  pomps  of  state,  betow 
The  mitred  juggler's  masque  and  show^ 
A  prophecy  —  a  vague  hope  —  ran 
His  burning  thought  from  man  to  nuui> 

For  peace  or  rest  too  well  he  saw 
The  fraud  of  priests,  the  wrong  of  law 
And  felt  how  hard,  between  the  two. 
Their  breath  of  pain  the  millions  drew 

A  prophet-utterance,  strong  and  wikt 
The  weakness  of  an  unweaned  child, 
A  sun-bright  hope  for  human-kind, 
And  telf-despair,  in  him  combined 
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He  loathed  the  falser  yet  lived  not  true 
To  half  the  ^orious  truths  he  knew ; 
The  doubt,  the  discord,  and  the  sin. 
He  mourned  without,  he  felt  within. 

Untrod  by  him  the  path  he  showed. 
Sweet  pictures  on  his  easel  glowed 
Of  simple  fidth,  and  loves  of  home. 
And  virtue's  golden  days  to  come. 

But  weakness,  shame,  and  folly  made 
The  foil  to  all  his  pen  portrayed ; 
Still,  where  his  dreamv  splendors  shone, 
The  shadow  of  himself  was  thrown. 

Lord,  what  is  man,  whose  thought,  at 

times. 
Up  to  th^  sevenfold  brightness  climbs, 
M/liile  stiil  his  grosser  instinct  clings 
Tr.  earth,  li^e  other  creeping  things  I 

&  rich  in  words,  in  acts  so  mean ; 
St'hiffb,  so  low :  chance-swung  between 
T'le  foulness  of  the  penal  pit 
K  y^  Truth's  clear  sky,  millennium-lit  I 

Vun  pride  of  star-lent  genius  t  —  vain 
Quick  fiincy  and  creative  brain, 
X  'nblest  by  prayerful  sacrifice, 
h  bsurdly  great,  or  weakly  wise  ! 

J^ridst  yearnings  for  a  truer  life, 
\/ithout  were  fears,  within  was  strife ; 
And  still  his  wayward  act  denied 
lite  perfect  good  for  which  he  sighed. 

The  love  he  sent  forth  void  returned ; 
The  &me  that  crowned  him  scorched 

^  and  burned. 
Burning,  yet  cold  and  drear  and  lone,  — 
A  fire-mount  in  a  frozen  zone  I 

Like    that   the   gray-haired    sea-king 

passed.'M 
Seen  southward  from  his  sleety  mast. 
About  whose  brows  of  changeless  firost 
A  wreath  of  flame  the  wild  wmds  tossed. 

Far  round  the  mournful  beauty  played 
Of  lambent  light  and  purple  shade. 
Lost  on  the  fixed  and  dumb  despair 
Offroseo  earth  and  sea  and  air  t 


A  man  apart,  unknov  ,  unloved 

By  those  wbos«  wt«u>;5  his  soul  had 

movei. 
He  bore  the  ban  of  Cburch  and  State, 
The  good  kian's  fear,  the  bigot's  hate ! 

Forth  fr»m  the  city's  noise  and  throng. 
Its  pomp  and  shame,  its  sin  and  wrong< 
llie  twain  that  summer  day  had  strayea 
To  Mount  Valerien's  chestnut  shade. 

To  them  the  green  fields  and  the  wood 
Lent  something  of  their  quietude, 
And  golden-tinted  sunset  seemed 
Prophetical  of  all  they  dreamed. 

The  hermits  from  their  simple  cares 
The  bell  was  calling  home  to  prayers, 
And,  listening  to  its  sound,  the  twain 
Seemed  lapped  in   childhood's   trust 
again. 

Wide  open  stood  the  chapel  door ; 
A  sweet  old  music,  swelling  o'er 
Low  prayerful  murmur*  ih^ued  thence, — 
The  Litanies  of  Pr0v.4i.iKe  I 

Then  Rousseau  spake :  "Where  two  or 

three 
In  His  name  meet,  He  there  will  be  I »' 
And  then,  in  silence,  on  their  knees 
They  sank  beneath  the  chestnut-trees. 

As  to  the  blind  returning  light. 
As  davbreak  to  the  Arctic  night, 
Old  faith  revived  :  the  doubts  of  years 
Dissolved  in  reverential  tears. 

That  gush  of  feeling  overpast, 
"  Ah  me  f  "  Bernaran  sighed  at  last, 
"  I  would  thy  bitterest  foes  could  see 
Thy  heart  as  it  is  seen  of  me  1 

"  No  church  of  God  hast  thou  denied" 
Thou  hast  but  spumed  in  scorn  aside 
A  ba.se  and  hollow  counterfeit. 
Profaning  the  pure  name  of  it  I 

"  With  dry  dead  moss  and  marish  weed* 
His  fire  the  western  herdsman  feeds, 
And  greener  from  the  ashen  plain 
The  sweet  spring  grasses  rise  ^gaio. 
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**  Nor  thunder-peal  nor  mighty  wind 
Disturb  the  sohd  sky  behind  : 
And  through  the  cloud  the  red  bolt  rends 
The  calm,  still  smile  of  Heaven  descends! 

**  Thus  through  the  world,  like  bolt  and 

blast, 
And  scoui^ging  fire,   thy  words   have 

passed. 
Oouds  break,  —  the  steadfast  heavens 

remain: 
Weeds  bum, — the  ashes  feed  the  grain ! 

"  But  whoso  strives  with  wrong  may  find 
Its  touch  pollute,  its  darkness  blind ; 
And  learn,  as  latent  firaud  is  shown 
In  others'  faith,  to  doubt  his  own. 

''Withdreamand&lsehood,  simple  trust 
And  pious  hope  we  tread  in  dust : 
Lost  the  calm  faith  in  goodness,  — lost 
The  baptism  of  the  Pentecost  1 

"  Alas !  —  the  blows  for  error  meant 
Too  oft  on  truth  itself  are  spent, 
As  through  the  folse  and  vile  and  base 
Looks  forth  her  sad,  rebuking  foce. 

"  Not  ours  the  Theban*s  charmW  life ; 
We  come  not  scathlcss  from  the  strife  ! 
The  Python's  coil  about  us  clings. 
The  trampled  Hydra  bites  and  stings  I 

"Meanwhile,   the    sfwrt  of   seeming 

chance. 
The  plastic  shapes  of  circumstance. 
What  mieht  have  been  we  fondly  guess, 
If  earl-eroom,  or  tempted  less. 

"And  thou,  in  these  wild,  troubled 

days, 
Misjudged  alike  in  blame  and  praise, 
Unsought  and  undeserved  the  same 
The     sceptic's     praise,    the     bigot's 

blame ;  — 

"  I  cannot  doubt,  if  thou  hadst  been 
Among  the  highly  favored  men 
Who  walked  on  earth  with  Fenelon, 
He  would  have  owned  thee  as  his  son ; 

"  And,  bright  with  wings  of  cherubim 
Visibly  waving  over  him, 


Seen  through  his  life,  the  Church  haA 

seemed 
All  that  its  old  confessors  dreamed. 

"I  would  have  been,"  Jean  Jaques 

replied, 
*'  The  humblest  servant  at  his-^de, 
Obscure,  unknown,  content  to  see 
How  beautiful  man's  life  may  be  I 

**0,  more  than  thrice-blest  relic,  more 
Than  solemn  rite  or  sacred  lore. 
The  holy  life  of  one  who  trtid 
The  foot-marks  of  the  Christ  of  God  t 

"  Amidst  a  blinded  world  he  saw 

The  oneness  of  the  Dual  law  ; 

That  Heaven's  sweet  peace  on  £^rth 

began, 
And  Goa  was  loved  through  love  of 

man. 

*'  He  lived  the  Truth  which  reconciled 
The  strong  man    Reason,   Faith  the 

child: 
In  him  belief  and  act  were  one. 
The  homilies  of  duty  done  1 " 

So  speaking,  through  the  twilight  gray 
The  two  old  pilgrims  went  their  way. 
What  seeds  of  life  that  day  were  sown. 
The  heavenly  watchers  knew  alone. 

Time  passed,  and  Autumn  came  to  fold 
Green  Summer  in  her  brown  and  gold ; 
Time  passed,  and  Winter's  tears  of 

snow 
Dropped  on  the  grave-mound  of  Rous- 

seau. 

"  The  tr«e  remaineth  where  it  fell. 
The  pained  on  earth  is  pained  in  hell  I " 
So  priestcraft  frx>m  its  altars  cursed 
The    mournful    doubts   its   falsehood 
nursed. 

Ah  !  well  of  old  the  Psalmist  pra>'ed. 
"Thy    hand,   not   man's,  on    me   be 

laid!" 
Earth   frowns   below,   Heaven  weeps 

above. 
And  man  is  hate,  but  God  is  love  I 
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No  Hennits  now  the  wanderer  sees, 
Nor  chapel  with  its  chestnut-trees ; 
A  morning  dream,  a  tale  that 's  told. 
The  wave  of  change  o'er  all  has  rolled. 

Yet  lives  the  lesson  of  that  day ; 
And  from  its  twilight  cool  and  gray 
Comes  up  a  low,  sad  whisper,  ^*  Make 
The  trutn  thine  own,  for  truth's  own 
sake. 

*'  Why  wait  to  see  in  thy  brief  span 
Its  perfiect  flower  and  fruit  in  man  ? 
No  saintly  touch  cam  save ;  no  balm 
Of  healing  hath  the  martyr's  palm. 

"  Midst  soulless  forms,  and  false  pre- 
tence 
Of  spiritual  pride  and  pampered  sense, 
A  voice  saitn,  *  What  is  that  to  thee  P 
Be  true  thyself  and  follow  Me  1 ' 

"  In  days  when  throne  and  altar  heard 
The  wanton's  wish,  the  bigot's  word. 
And  pomp  of  state  and  ritual  show 
Scarce  hid  the  loathsome  death  be- 
low,— 

"Midst  fawning  priests  and  courtiers 

foul. 
The  losel  swarm  of  crown  and  cowl. 
White-robed  walked  Francois  Fcnelon, 
Stainless  aa  Uriel  in  the  sun  I 

*'  Yet  in  his  time  the  stake  blazed  red, 
I'he  poor  were  eaten  up  like  bread  ; 
Men  icnew  htm  not :  his  garment's  hem 
No  healing  virtue  had  for  them. 

"  Alas  I  no  present  saint  we  find  ; 
The  white  cymar  gleams  far  behind. 
Revealed  in  outline  vague,  sublime, 
llirough  telescopic  mists  of  time  ! 

"  Trust  not  in  man  with  passing  breath. 
But  in  the  Lord,  old  Scripture  saith  ; 
The  truth  which  saves  thou  mayst  not 

blend 
With  fidse  professor,  faithless  friend. 

"  Search  thine  own  heart   What  paia- 

eth  thee 
Id  others  in  thyself  may  be  ; 
All  dust  is  frail,  all  flesh  is  weak ; 
Be  thott  the  true  man  thou  dost  seek  I 

«3 


*'  Where  now  with  pain  thou  treadest, 

trod 
The  whitest  of  the  saints  of  God ! 
To  show  thee  where  their  feet  were  set. 
The  light  which  led  them  shineth  yeL 

"  The  footprints  of  the  life  divine. 
Which  marked  their  path,  remain  in 

thine ; 
And  that  great  Life,  transfused  in  theirs. 
Awaits  thy  &iith,  thy  love,  thy  prayers  I  '* 

A  lesson  which  I  well  may  heed, 
A  word  of  fitness  to  my  need ; 
So  from  that  twilight  cool  and  gray 
Still  saith  a  voice,  or  seems  to  say. 


We  rose,  and  slowly  homeward  turned. 
While    down    the   west    the   sunset 

burned ; 
And,  in  its  light,  hill,  wood,  and  tide, 
And  human  forms  seemed  glorified. 

The  village  homes  transfigured  stood. 
And  purple  blufib,  whose  belling  wood 
Across  the  waters  leaned  to  hold 
The  yellow  leaves  like  lamps  of  gold. 

Then  spake  my  friend :  "Thy  words  are 

true ; 
Forever  old,  forever  new, 
These  home-seen  splendors    are  the 

same 
Which  over  Eden's  sunsets  came. 

"To  these  bowed  heavens  let  wood 

and  hill 
Lift  voiceless  praise  and  anthem  still ; 
Fall,  warm  with  blessing,  over  them, 
Light  of  the  New  Jerussuem  I 

"  Flow  on,  sweet  river,  like  the  stream 
Of  John's  Apocalyptic  dream  ! 
This  mapled  ridge  shall  Horeb  be. 
Yon  green-banked  lake  our  Galilee  ! 

**  Henceforth  my  heart  shall  sigh  nc 

more 
For  olden  time  and  holier  shore ; 
God's  love    and    blessing,   then  and 

there. 
Are  now  and  here  and  everywhere." 
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QUESTIONS  OF  LIFE. 

And  th«  KDgel  that  waa  aeiit  unto  iim, 
whose  name  waa  Uriel,  gave  me  an  anawer, 
aod  Raid, 

^  Thjr  heart  hath  aone  too  fkr  In  thia 
world,  and  thinkeat  ihou  to  comprehend 
the  way  of  the  Mott  High  7  " 

Then  uld  I,  "  Yea,  my  Lord." 

Then  aaid  ho  unto  mc,  "  Go  thy  way, 
weigh  me  the  weight  of  the  fire,  or  meaa- 
nre  roe  the  blaat  of  the  wind,  or  call  mo 
again  the  day  that  ia  paat**  — 8  Acbms, 
chap.  iv. 

A  BENDING  staff  I  would  not  break, 
A  feeble  faith  1  would  not  shake, 
Nor  even  rashlv  pluck  awav 
The  error  which  some  truth  ma]r  stay, 
Whose  loss  might  leave  the  soul  without 
A  shield  against  the  shaiks  of  doubt. 

And  yet,  at  times,  when  over  all 
A  darker  mystery  seems  to  fall, 
(May  God  foreive  the  child  of  dust, 
Who  seeks  to  khow^,  where  Faith  should 

trust  I) 
I  raise  the  questions,  old  and  dark. 
Of  Uzdora's  tempted  patriarch, 
And,  speech -coniounded,  build  a^n 
The  baffled  tower  of  Shinar's  plain. 

I  am  :  how  little  more  I  know  I 
Whence  came  I  ?    Whither  do  I  go  ? 
A  centred  self,  which  feels  and  is ; 
A  cry  between  the  silences ; 
A  shadow-birth  of  clouds  at  strife 
With  sunshine  on  the  hills  of  life ; 
A  shaft  from  Nature*s  quiver  cast 
Into  the  Future  from  the  Past ; 
Between  the  cradle  and  the  shroud, 
A  meteor's  flight  from  cloud  to  cloud. 

Thorough  the  vastness,  arching  all, 
I  see  the  great  stars  rise  and  fall, 
The  rounding  seasons  come  and  go, 
The  tided  oceans  ebb  and  flow  ; 
The  tokens  of  a  central  force, 
Whose  circles,  in  their  widening  course, 
O'erlap  and  move  the  universe : 
The  workings  of  the  law  whence  springs 
The  rhythmic  harmony  of  things. 
Which  shapes  in  earth  the  darkling  spar. 
And  orbs  in  heaven  the  morning  star. 


Of  all  I  see,  in  earth  and  sky,— 
Star,  flower,  beast,  bird, — what  part 

have  I  ?    ^ 
This  conscious  life,  -—is  it  the  same 
Which  thrills  the  universal  frame. 
Whereby  the  cavemed  crjrstal  shoots, 
And  mounts  the  sap  from  forest  roots. 
Whereby  the  exiled  wood-bird  tells 
When  Spring  makes  green  her  native 

ddls? 
How  feels  the  stone  the  pan^  of  birth. 
Which  brings  its  sparkling  pnsm  forth  f 
The  forest-tree  the  throb  which  gives 
The  life-blood  to  its  new-born  leaves? 
Do  bird  and  blossom  feeL  like  me, 
Life's  many-folded  mystery,  — 
The  wonder  which  it  is  to  bb? 
Or  stand  I  severed  and  distinct. 
From  Nature's  chain  of  life  unlinked? 
Allied  to  all,  yet  not  the  less 
Prisoned  in  senarate  consdousneas. 
Alone  o'erburdened  with  a  sense 
Of  life,  and  cause,  and  consequence? 

In  vain  to  me  the  Sphinx  propounda 
The  riddle  of  her  sights  and  sounds ; 
Back  still  the  vaulted  mystery  gives 
The  echoed  question  it  receives. 
What  sings  tne  brook  ?    What  oracle 
Is  in  the  pine-tree's  organ  swell? 
What  may  the  wind's  low  burden  be? 
The  meaning  of  the  moaning  sea? 
The  hieroglyphics  of  the  stars? 
Or  clouded  sunset's  crimson  bars? 
I  vainly  ask,  for  mocks  mv  skill 
The  tnck  of  Nature's  cipher  stilL 

I  turn  from  Nature  untt)  men, 

I  ask  the  stylus  and  the  pen  ; 

What  sang  the  bards  of  old  ?    WKat 

meant 
The  prophets  of  the  Orient  ? 
The  rolls  of  buried  Egypt,  hid 
In  painted  tomb  and  pyramid? 
What  mean  Iddmea's  arrowjr  Itnee, 
Or  dusk  Elora's  monstrous  signs  ? 
How  speaks  the  primal  thought  of  man 
From  tne  grim  carvings  of  Copan  ? 
Where  rests  the  secret?    Where  th# 

keys 
Of  the  old  death-bolted  mysteries? 
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Alas  I  the  dead  retain  their  trust ; 
Dust  hath  no  answer  from  the  dust 

The  great  enicma  stiil  unguessed. 
Unanswered  the  eternal  quest ; 
I  gather  up  the  scattered  rays 
Of  wisdom  in  the  early  days, 
Faint  gleams  and  broken,  like  the  light 
Of  meteors  in  a  northern  night, 
Betraying  to  the  darkling  earth 
The  unseen  sun  which  gave  them  birth  : 
I  listen  to  the  sibyl's  chant. 
The  voice  of  priest  and  hierophant ; 
I  know  what  Indian  Kreeshna  saith, 
And  what  of  life  and  what  of  death 
The  demon  taught  to  Socrates ; 
And  what,  beneath  his  garden-trees 
Slow  pacing,  with  a  dream-like  tread. 
The  solemn-thot^hted  Plato  said  ; 
Nor  lack  I  tokens,  great  or  small, 
Of  God's  dear  li^ht  in  each  and  all. 
While  holding  with  more  dear  regard 
The  scroll  of  Hebrew  seer  and  bard, 
The  starry  pages  promise-lit 
With  Christ's  Evangel  over-writ, 
lYiy  miracle  of  life  and  death, 
O  holy  one  of  Nazareth ! 

On  Aztec  mins,  gray  and  lone. 
The  circling  serpent  coils  in  stone,  — 
Type  of  the  endless  and  unknown  ; 
Whereof  we  seek  the  clew  to  find. 
With  groping  fingers  of  the  blind  I 
Forever  sought,  and  never  found. 
We  trace  that  serpent-symbol  round 
Our  resting-place,  our  starting  bound  I 
O  thriftlessness  of  dream  and  guess  t 
O  wisdom  which  is  foolishness  I 
Why  idly  seek  fiiom  outward  things 
The  answer  inward  silence  brings ; 
Why  stretch  beyond  our  proper  sphere 
And  age,  for  that  which  lies  so  near? 
Why  climb  the  far-off  hills  with  pain, 
A  nearer  view  of  heaven  to  gain  r 
In  lowliest  depths  of  bosky  dells 
The  hermit  Contemplation  dwells. 
A  fountain's  pine-hung  slope  his  seat, 
And  lotus-twmed  his  silent  feet, 
MHience,  piercing  heaven,  with  screened 

sight. 
He  sees  at  noon  the  stars,  whose  light 
Shall  glorify  the  coming  night. 

Here  let  me  pause,  my  quest  forego  ; 
Knough  for  me  to  feel  and  kiiow 


That  he  in  whom  the  cause  and  end. 
The  past  and  future,  meet  and  blend,  - . 
Who,  girt  with  his  immensities. 
Our  vast  and  star-hung  system  sees, 
Small  as  the  clustered  Pleiades,  — 
Moves  not  alone  the  heavenly  quires, 
But  waves    the    spring-time's   grassy 

spires. 
Guards  not  archangel  feel  alone, 
But  deigns  to  guide  and  keep  my  cwn : 
Speaks  not  alone  the  words  of  fate 
Which    worlds    destroy,    and   worlds 

create, 
But  whispers  in  my  spirit's  ear. 
In  tones  of  love,  or  warning  fear, 
A  language  none  beside  may  hear. 

To   Him,  fi>om  wanderings  long  and 

wild, 
I  come,  an  over-wearied  child, 
In  cool  and  shade  his  peace  to  find, 
Like  dew-fall  settling  on  my  mind. 
Assured  that  all  I  know  is  best. 
And  humbly  trusting  for  the  rest, 
I  turn  fi-om  Fancy's  cloud-built  scheme, 
Dark    creed,    and    moumfiil    eastern 

dream 
Of  power,  impersonal  and  cold. 
Controlling  all,,  itself  controlled, 
Maker  ana  slave  of  iron  laws. 
Alike  the  subject  and  the  cause ; 
From  vain  philosophies,  that  try 
The  sevenfold  gates  of  mystery, 
And,  baffled  ever,  babble  still. 
Word-rrodigal  of  fate  and  will; 
From  Nature,  and  her  mockery.  Art, 
And  book  and  speech  of  men  apart. 
To  the  still  witness  in  my  heart  ; 
With  reverence  waiting  to  behold 
His  Avatdr  of  love  uniold, 
The  Eternal  Beauty  new  and  old  I 
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I  HAVE  been  thinking  of  the  victims 

bound 
In  Naples,  dying  for  the  lack  of  air 
And  sunshine,   in    their   close,  damp 

cells  of  pain. 
Where  hope  is  not,  and  innocence  in 

vain 
Appeals  against  the  torture  and   the 

chain  1 
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Unfortunates!  whose  crime  it  was  to 

share 
Our  common  love  of  freedom,  and  to 

dare, 
In  its  behalf,   Rome's    harlot   triple- 
crowned. 
And  her  base  pander,  the  most  hateful 

thing 
Who   upon    Christian    or   on    Pagan 

ground 
Makes  vile  the  old  heroic  name  of  king. 
O  God  most  merciful  J    Father  just  and 

kind ! 
Whom  man  hath  bound  let  thy  right 

hand  unbind. 
Or,  if  thy  purposes  of  good  behind 
Their  ills  lie  bidden,  let  the  sufferers 

find 
Strong  consolations ;  leave  them  not  to 

doubt 
Thy  providential  care,  nor  yet  without 
llie  noi>e  which  all  tby  attributes  in- 
spire, 
That  not  in  vain  the  martyr's  robe  of 

fire 
Is  worn,  nor  the  sad  prisoner's  fretting 

chain ; 
Since  all  who  su£kr  for  thy  truth  send 

forth. 
Electrical,  with  every  throb  of  pain. 
Unquenchable  sparks,  thy  own  bap- 
tismal rain 
Of  fire  and  spirit  over  all  the  earth. 
Making  the  dead  in  slavery  live  again. 
Let  this  great  hope  be  with  them,  as 

they  lie 
Shut  from  the  light,  the  greenness,  and 

the  sky,  — 
From  the  cool  waters  and  the  pleasant 

breeze. 
The  smell  of  flowers,  and  shade  of 

summer  trees : 
Bound  with   the  felon  lepers,  whom 

disease 
And  sins  abhorred  make  loathsome; 

let  them  share 
Pellico's  faith,  Foresti's  strength  to  bear 
Years   of  unutterable  torment,   stem 

and  still. 
As  the  chained  Titan  victor  through 

his  will  I 
Comfort  them  with  thy  future ;  let  them 

see 
The  day-dawn  of  Italian  liberty ; 


For  that,  with  all  good  things*  to  bid 

with  Thee, 
And,  perfect  in  thy  thought,  awaits  its 

time  to  be  I 

I,  who  have  q;>oken  for  freedom  at  tb» 

cost  - 
Of  some  weak  fneodships,  or  soma 

paltry  prize 
Of  name  or  place,  and  more  than  I 

have  lost 
Have  gained  in  wider  reach  of  sym« 

pathies. 
And  free  communion  with  the  good 

and  wise^  — 
May  God  forbid  that  I  should  ever 

boast 
Such  easy  self-denial,  or  repine 
That  the  strong  pulse  of  health  no  vatm, 

is  mine ; 
That,  overworn  at  noonday,  I  must 

yield 
To  other  hands  the  gleaning  at  the 

field,— 
A  tired  op-looker  through  the  day's 

decline. 
For  blest  beyond  deserving  still,  and 

knowing 
That  kindly  Providence   its  care   is 

showing 
In  the  withdrawal  as  in  the  bestowing^ 
Scarcely  I  dare  for  more  or  less  to  pray. 
Beautiful  yet  for  me  this  autumn  day 
Melts  on  its  sunset  hills ;  and,  far  away. 
For  me  the  Ocean  lifts  its  solemnpsalm. 
To  me  the  pine-woods  whisper;  and 

for  me 
Yon  river,  winding  through  its  vales  of 

calm. 
By  greenest  banks,  with  asters  purple- 
starred, 
And  gentian   bloom   and   golden-rod 

made  ga^, 
Flows  down  in  silent  ^adness  to  theses. 
Like  a  pure  spirit  to  its  great  reward  I 

Nor  lack  I  friends,  long-tried  and  near 
and  dear. 

Whose  love  is  round  me  like  this  at- 
mosphere, 

Warm,  soft  and  golden.  For  suda 
gifts  to  me 

What  shall  1  render.  0  my  God,  to 
thse? 


r 
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Let  me  not  dwell  upon  my  lighter  share 
Of  pain  and  ill  that  human  Ufe  must 

bear: 
Save  me  from  selfish  pining;  let  my 

heart, 
Drafwn  from  itself  in  sympathy,  iorget 
The  bitter  longings  of  a  vain  regret, 
The  anguish  of  its  own  peculiar  smart. 
Kemenabering  others,  as  I  have  to-day, 
In  their  great  sorrows,  let  me  live  alway 
Not  for  myself  alone,  but  have  a  part, 
Such  as  a  frail  and  erring  spirit  mav. 
In  love  which  is  of  Thee,  and  wnich 

indeed  Thou  art  I 


MOLOCH  IN  STATE  STREET. 

Thb  moon  has  set :  while  yet  the  dawn 

Breaks  cold  and  gray. 
Between  the  midnight  and  the  mom 

Bear  off  your  prey  I 

On,  swift   and  still  I — the  conscious 
street 

Is  panged  and  stirred : 
Tread  fight !  —  that  fall  of  serried  feet 

The  dead  have  heard  1 

The  first  drawn  blood  of  Freedom's 
veins 

Gushed  where  ye  tread ; 
Lo  1  through  the  dusk  the  martyr-stains 

Blush  darkly  red  I 

Beneath  the  slowly  waning  stars 

And  whitening  day, 
'^hat  stem  and  awful  presence  bars 

That  sacred  way? 

What  fiices  firown  upon  ye,  dark 

With  shame  and  pain  ? 
Come  these  from  Plymouth's  Pilgrim 
bark? 

Is  that  young  Vane  ? 

Who,  dimly  beckoning,  speed  ye  on 

With  mocking  cheer? 
Ix>  I  spectral  Andros,  Hutchinson, 

And  Gage,  are  here  ! 


For  ready  mart  or  favoring  blast 
Tlutmgh  Moloch's  fire 


Flesh  of  his  flesh,  unsparing,  passed 
1  he  1  yrian  sire. 

Ye  make  that  ancient  sacrifice 

Of  Man  to  Gain, 
Your  traffic  thrives,  where  Freedom 
dies. 

Beneath  the  chain. 

Ye  sow  to-day,  ^our  harvest,  scorn 

And  hate,  is  near  ; 
How  think  ve  freemen,  mountain-bom. 

The  tale  will  bear? 

Thank  God  I  our  mother  State  can  yet 

Her  fame  retrieve ; 
To  you  and  to  your  children  let 

The  scandal  cleave. 

Chain  Hall  and  Pulpit,  Court  and  Press* 

Make  gods  of  gold  ; 
Let  honor,  truth,  and  manlineaa 

like  wares  be  sold.' 

Your  hoards  are  great,  your  walls  »re 
strong, 

But  God  IS  just ; 
The  gilded  chambers  built  by  wrong 

Invite  the  rust. 

What  I  know  ye  not  the  gains  of  Crime 

Are  dust  and  dross ; 
Its  ventures  on  the  waves  of  time 

Foredoomed  to  loss  t 

And  still  the  Pilgrim  State  remains 
What  she  hath  been  ;        * 

Her  inland  hills,  her  seaward  plains. 
Still  nurture  men  I 

Nor  whollv  lost  the  fiillen  mart,  — 

Her  olden  blood 
Through  manyafree  and  generous  heart 

Still  pours  its  flood. 

That  brave  old  blood,  quick-flowing  yet, 

Shall  know  no  check, 
Tin  a  free  people's  foot  is  set 

On  Slaveiy's  neck. 

Even  now,  the  peal  of  bell  and  gun, 

And  hills  aname. 
Tell  of  the  first  great  triumph  won 

In  Freedom's  name.** 


L. 
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Of  dawn  we  see 
Speed  up  the  heavens  thy  perfect  day, 
God  of  the  free  1 
X851. 


THE  PEACE  OF  EUROPE. 

1853. 

"  Great  peace  in  Europe !  Order  reigns 
From  Tiber's  hills  to  Dan  ube's  plains  I " 
So  say  her  kings  and  priests  ;  so  say 
The  lying  prophets  of  our  day. 

Go  lay  to  earth  a  listening  ear ; 
The  tramp  of  measured  marches  hear,  — 
The  rolling  of  the  cannon's  wheel, 
The  shotted  musket's  murderous  peal, 
The  night  alarm,  the  sentry's  call, 
The  quick-eared  spy  in  hut  and  hall  I 
From  Polar  sea  and  tropic  fen 
The  dying-groans  of  exued  men  I 
The  bolted  cell,  the  gallev's  chains, 
The  scaffold  smoking  witn  its  stains  I 
Order,  —  the  hush  of  brooding  slaves  ! 
Peace,  —  in  the    dungeon-vaults  and 
graves  I 

O  Fisher  t  of  the  world-wide  net. 
With  meshes  in  all  waters  set. 
Whose  fabled  keys  of  heaven  and  hell 
Bolt  hard  the  patriot's  prison-cell, 
And  open  wide  the  banquet-hall. 
Where  kings  and  priests  hold  carnival  1 
Weak  vassal  tricked  in  royal  guise, 
Boy  Kaiser  with  thv  lip  of  lies  ; 
Base  gambler  for  Kapoleon's  crown, 
Barnacle  on  his  dead  renown  I 
Thou,  Bourbon  Neapolitan, 
Crowned  scandal,  loathed  of  God  and 

man : 
And  thou,  fell  Spider  of  the  North  I 
Stretching  thy  giant  feelers  forth. 
Within  whose  web  the  freedom  dies 
Of  nations  eaten  up  like  flies  !  ^ 
Speak,  Prince  and  Kaiser,  Priest  and 

Ciar  ! 
If  this  be  Peace,  pray  what  is  War? 

White  Angel  of  the  Lord  !  unmeet 
That  soil  accursed  for  thy  pure  fiset 


Never  in  Slavciy's  desert  flows 
The  fountain  of  thy  charmed  repose ; 
No  tyrant's  hand  thy  chaplet  weaves 
Of  lilies  and  of  olive-leaves  ; 
Not  with  the  wicked  shalt  thou  dwell* 
Thus  saith  the  Eternal  Oracle  ; 
Thy  home  is  with  the  pure  and  firee  I 
Stem  herald  of  thy  better  day, 
Before  thee,  to  prepare  thy  way. 
The  Baptist  Shade  of  Liberty, 
Gray,   scarred  and  hairy-robed,  must 

press 
With  bleeding  feet  the  wilderness  I 
O  that  its  voice  might  pierce  the  ear 
Of  princes,  trembling  while  they  hear 
A  cry  as  of  the  Hebrew  seer : 
Repent !  God's  kingdom  draweth  near  I 


WORDSWORTH. 

WRITTEN    ON   A   BLANK    LEAF  OP  HIS 
MEMOIRS. 

Dear  friends  who  i^^d  the  world  aright* 
And  in  its  common  forms  discern 

A  beauty  and  a  harmony 
The  many  never  learn  t 

Kindred  in  soul  of  him  who  found 
In  simple  flower  and  leaf  and  stone 

The  impulse  of  the  sweetest  lays 
Our  Saxon  tongue  has  known,  — 

Accept  this  record  of  a  life 

As  sweet  and  pure,  as  calm  and  gooci , 
As  a  long  day  ot  blandest  June 

In  green  field  and  in  wood. 

How  welcome  to  our  ears,  long  pained 
By  strife  of  sect  and  parly  noise. 

The  brook-like  murmur  of  nis  song 
Of  nature's  simple  joys  ! 

The  violet  by  its  mossy  stone. 
The  primrose  by  the  river's  brim. 

And  chance-sown  daffodil,  have  found 
Immortal  life  through  him. 

The  sunrise  on  his  breezy  lake. 
The  rosy  tints  his  sunset  brought, 

Worid-seen,  are  gladdening  all  the  valck 
And  mountain- peaks  of  thought. 


L... 


IN  PEACE. 


199 


Art  builds  on  sand  ,  the  wor''cs  of  pride 
And  human  passion  change  and  fall ; 

But  that  which  shares  the  life  of  God 
With  him  surviveth  alL 


TO 


links   written   after    a 
day's  excursion. 


SUMMER 


Fair  Nature's  priestesses  I  to  whom. 
In  hieroglyph  of  bud  and  bloom. 

Her  mysteries  are  told ; 
Who,  wise  m  lore  of  wood  and  mead. 
The  seasons'  pictured  scrolls  can  read. 

In  lessons  manifold  1 

Thanks  for  the  courtesy,  and  jgay 
Good-humor,  which  on  Washmg  Day 

Our  ill-timed  visit  bore  ; 
Thanks  for  your  graceful  oan,  which 

broke 
The  morning  dreams  of  Artichoke, 

Along  hut  wooded  shore  ! 

Varied  as  varying  Nature's  wavs. 
Sprites  of  the  river,  woodland  rays, 

Or  mountain  nymphs,  ye  seem  ; 
Free-limbed  Dianas  on  the  green, 
Loch  Katrine's  Ellen,  or  Undine, 

Upon  your  fiivorite  stream. 

The  forms  of  which  the  poets  told, 
The  fair  benignities  of  old. 

Were  doubtless  such  as  vou; 
What  more  than  Artichoke  the  rill 
Of  Helicon  ?    Than  Pipe-stave  hill 

Arcadia's  mountain-view  ? 

Ko  sweeter  bowers  the  bee  delayed. 
In  wild  Hymettus'  scented  shade. 

Than  those  you  dwell  among ; 
Bnow-flowered  azalias,  intertwined 
With  roses,  over  banks  inclined 

With  trembling  harebells  hung  I 

\  charmM  life  unknown  to' death, 
immortal  freshness  Nature  hath ; 

Her  fabled  fount  and  glen 
Are  now  and  here  :  Dodona's  shrine 
Still  murmurs  in  the  wind-swept  pine,  — 

All  is  that  e'er  liath  been. 


The  Beauty  which  old  Greece  or  Rome 
Sung,  painted,  wrought,  lies  dose  at 
home; 

We  need  but  eye  and  ear 
In  adl  our  daily  walks  to  trace 
The  outlines  of  incarnate  grace. 

The  hymns  of  gods  to  hear  I 


IN  PEACE. 

A  TRACK  of  moonlight  on  a  quiet  lake, 
Whose  small  waves  on  a  silver-sand- 
ed shore 
Whisper  of  peace,  and  with  the  low 

winds  make 
Such  harmonies  as   keep  the  woods 

awake, 
And  listening  all  night  long  for  their 

sweet  sake 
A  green-waved   slope   of  meadow, 

hovered  o'er 
By  angel-troops  of  lilies,  swaving  light 
On  viewless  stems,  with  folded  wings 

of  white ; 
A  slumberous  stretch  of  mountain-land, 

far  seen 
Where  the   low  westering  day,   with 

gold  and  green. 
Purple  and  amber,  softly  blended,  fills 
The  wooded  vales,  and  melts  among 

the  hills ; 
A  vine-fringed  river,  winding  to  its  rest 
On  the  calm  bosom  of  a  stormless  sea. 
Bearing  alike  upon  its  placid  breast. 
With  earthly  flowers  and  heavenly  stars 

impressed. 
The  hues  of  time  and  of  eternity : 
Such  are  the  pictures  which  the  thought 

of  thee, 
O  friend,  awakeneth,  —  charming  the 

keen  pain 
Of  thy  departure,  and  our  sense  of  loss 
Requitfng  with  the  fulness  of  thy  gain. 
Lo  I  on  the  quiet  grave  thy  life-borne 

cross, 
Dropped  only  at  its  side,  methinks  doth 

shine^ 
Of  thy  beatitude  the  radiant  sign  I 
No  sob  of  grief,  no  wild  lament  be 

there. 
To  break  the  Sabbath  of  the  holy  air? 
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But,  in  their  stead,  the  silent-breathing 

prayer 
Of  hearts  still  waiting  for  a  rest  like 

thine. 
O  spirit  redeemed  I     Forgive   us,  if 

hencefortli. 
With  sweet  and  pure   similitudes  of 

earth. 
We  keep  thy  pleasant  memory  freshly 

green, 
Of  love's  inheritance  a  priceless  part. 
Which  Fancy's  self,  m  reverent  awe, 

is  seen 
To  paint,  foieetiul  of  the  tricks  of  art, 
with  pencQ  dipped  alone  in  colon  of 

the  heart. 


BENEDICITE. 

God's  love  and  peace  be  with  thee, 

where 
Soe'er  this  soft  autumnal  air 
Lifts  the  dark  tresses  of  thy  hair  I 

Whether  through  city  casements  comes 
Its  kiss  to  thee,  in  crowded  rooms, 
Or,  out  among  the  woodland  blooms. 

It  freshens  o'er  thy  thoughtful  face. 
Imparting,  in  its  glad  embrace. 
Beauty  to  beauty,  grace  to  grace  I 

Fair  Nature's  book  together  read. 
The  old  wood-paths  that  kncwour  tread. 
The  maple  shadows  overhead,  — 

The  hills  we  climbed,  the  river  seen 
By  gleams  along  its  deep  ravine.  — 
All  keep  thy  memory  firesh  and  green. 

Where'er  I  look,  where'er  I  stray, 
Thy  thought  goes  with  me  on  my  way. 
And  hence  the  prayer  I  breathe  to-day ; 

O'er  lapse  of  time  and  change  of  scene. 
The  weary  waste  which  lies  between 
Thyself  and  me,  my  heart  I  lean. 

Thou  lack'st  not  Friendship's  spell- 

woixl,  nor 
The  half- unconscious  power  to  draw 
AU  hearts  to  thine  by  Love's  sweet  law. 


With  these  good  gifb  of  God  is  cast 
Thy  lot,  and  many  a  charm  thou  haat 
To  hold  the  blessed  angels  fasL 

If,  then,  a  fervent  wish  for  thee 

The  gracious  heavens  will  heed  from 

me. 
What  should,  dear  heart,  its  burden  be? 

The  sighins  of  a  shaken  reed, — 
What  can  I  more  than  meekly  plead 
The  greatness  of  our  common  need? 

God's  love,  —  unchanging,  pure,  and 

true,  — 
The  Paraclete  white-shining  through 
His  peace,  — the  fall  of  Hermon'sdew  I 

With  such  a  prayer,  on  this  sweet  day. 
As  thou  roayst  bear  and  I  may  say, 
1  greet  thee,  dearest,  far  away  1 


PICTURE& 


I. 


Light,  warmth,  and  sprouting  green- 
ness,  and  o'er  all 
Blue,    suinless,    steel-bright  ether, 

raining  down 
Tranquillity  upon  the  deep-hushed 

town, 
The  freshening  meadows,  and  the 
hillsides  Drown ; 
Voice  of  the  west-wind  from  the 
hills  of  pine. 
And  the  brimmed  river  firom  its  dis- 
tant fall. 
Low  hum  of  bees,  and  joyous  inter- 
lude 
Of  bird-songs  in  the  streamlet-skirt- 
ing wood,  — 
Heralds  and  prophecies  of  sound  and 

sight. 
Blessed  forerunners  of  the  warmth 
and  light. 
Attendant  angels  to  the  house  of  prayer. 
With   reverent   footsteps  keeping 
pace  with  mine,  •— 
Once  more,  through  God's  great  \or% 

with  you  I  share 
A  mom  of  resurrection  sweet  and  £iir 
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tgnt 
The  burnished  quiver  of  his  shafts 


As  that  which  saw,  of  old,  m  Pal- 
estine, 

Immortal  Love  uprising  in  fresh 
bloom 

From  the  dark  night  and  winter  of 
the  tomb  I 

5M  mo.,  id,  1853. 

II. 

White  with  its  sun-bleached  dust,  the 

pathway  winds 
Befine  me  :  dust  is  on  the  shrunken 

gnus, 
And  on   the   trees  beneath  whose 

boughs  I  pass ; 
Frail  screen  against  the  Hunter  of 

the  sky. 
Who,  glaring  on  me  with  his  lidless 

eye* 
While  mounting  with  his  dog-star 

high  and  higher 
Ambushed  in  light  intolerable,  unbinds 
!  bumisi 
of  fire. 
Between  me  and  the  hot  fields  of  his 

South 
A  tremulous  glow,  as  firom  a  fiimace- 

mouth. 
Glimmers  and  swims  before  my  daz- 
zled sight, 
As  if  the  burning  arrows  of  his  ire 
Broke  as  they  fell,  and  shattered  in- 
to light; 
Yet  on  my  cheek  I  feel  the  western 
wind. 
And  hear  it  telling  to  the  orchard 

trees. 
And  to  the  &int  and  ilower-ibtsaken 

bees. 
Tales  of  fiur  meadows,  green  with 
constant  streams, 
And  mountains  rising  blue  and  cool 
behind. 
Where  in  moist  dells  the  purple  or- 
chis gleams, 
And  starred  with  white  the  viigin*s 

bower  is  twined. 
So  the  o'erwearied  pilgrim,  as  he  fiires 
Along  life's  summer  waste,  at  times 
is  fanned. 
Even  at  noontide,  by  the  cool,  sweet 
airs 
Of  a  serener  and  a  holier  land, 


Fresh  as  the  mom,  and  as  the  dew- 
fall  bland. 

Breath  of  the  blessed  Heaven  for  which 
we  pray, 

Blow  firom  the  eternal  hills  1  —  make 
glad  our  earthly  way  I 

9tk  m0.,  185a. 


DERNE.W 

Night  on  the  city  of  the  Moor  I 

On  mosque  and  tomb,  and  white-walled 

shore. 
On    sea-waves,    to    whose    ceaseless 

knock 
The  narrow  harbor-gates  unlock, 
On  corsair's  gallev,  carack  tall. 
And  plundered  Cnristian  caraval ! 
The  sounds  of  Moslem  life  are  still : 
No  mule-bell  tinkles  down  the  hill ; 
Stretched  in  the  broad  court  of  the 

khan. 
The  dusty  Bomou  caravan 
Lies   heaped  in  slumber,  beast   and 

man; 
The  Sheik  is  dreaming  in  his  tent. 
His  noisv  Arab  tongue  overspent ; 
The  kiosk's  glimmering  lights  are  gone. 
The    merchant  with  his  wares  with- 
drawn ; 
Rough  pillowed  on  some  pirate  breast. 
The  dancing-girl  has  sunk  to  rest ; 
And,  save  where  measured  footsteps 

fall 
Along  the  Bashaw's  guarded  wall. 
Or  wliere,  like  some  bad  dream,  the 

Jew 
Creeps  stealthily  his  quarter  through. 
Or  counts  with  fear  his  golden  heaps, 
The  City  of  the  Corsair  sleeps  1 

But  where  von  prison  long  and  low 
Stands  blacV  against  the  pale  star-glow, 
Chafed  by  the  ceaseless  wash  of  waves. 
There  watch  and  pine  the  Christian 

slaves :  — 
Rough-bearded    men,    whose    far-ofl 

wives^ 
Wear  out  with  grief  their  lonelv  lives : 
And  youth,  still  flashingfrom  his  eyes 
The  clear  blue  of  New  England  skies 
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A  treasured  lock  of  whose  sod  hair 
Now  wakes  some  sorrowing  mother's 

prayer : 
Or,  worn  upon  some  maiden  breast, 
Stirs  with  tne  loving  heart's  unrest  I 

A  bitter  cup  each  life  must  drain, 
The  groaning  earth  is  cursed  with  pain. 
And,  like  the  scroll  the  angel  bore 
The  shuddering  Hebrew  seer  before, 
O'enivrit  alike,  without,  within. 
With  all  the  woes  whicK  follow^  sin  ; 
But,  bitterest  of  the  ills  beneath 
Whose  load  man  totters  do>Aii  to  death. 
Is  that  which  plucks  the  regal  cro^iv^n 
Of  Freedom  from  his  forehead  down, 
And  snatches  from  his  powerless  hand 
The  sceptred  sign  of  self-command. 
Effacing  with  the  chain  and  rod 
The  image  and  the  seal  of  God  ; 
Till  from  his  nature,  day  by  day. 
The  manly  virtues  fall  away, 
And  leave  him  naked,  blind  and  mute. 
The  godlike  merging  in  the  brute  1 

Why  mourn  the  ouiet  ones  who  die 
Beneath  affection  s  tender  eye. 
Unto  their  household  and  their  kin 
Like  ripened  corn-sheaves  gathered  in  ? 
O  weeper,  from  that  tranquil  sod, 
That  holy  harvest-home  of  God, 
Turn  to  tne  quick  and  suffering,  —  shed 
Thy  tears  upon  the  living  dead  ! 
Thank  God  above  thy  dear  ones'  graves. 
They  sleep  with  Him, — they  are  not 
slaves. 

What  dark  mass,  down  the  mountain- 
sides 
Swift-pouring,  like  a  stream  divides  ?  — 
A  lone,  loose,  straggling  caravan, 
Camel  and  horse  and  arm^d  man. 
I'Tie  moon's  low  crescent,  glimmering 

o'er 
Ite  grave  of  waters  to  the  shore. 
Lights  up  that  mountain  cavalcade. 
And  glints  from  gun  and  spear  and 

blade 
Near  and  more  near  1  —  now  o'er  them 

falls 
The  shadow  of  the  city  walls. 
Hark  to  the  sentry's  challenge,  drowned 
Iq    the     fierce     trumpet's     charging 
sound  I  — 


The.  rush  of  men,  the  musket's  pea^. 
The    short,  sliarp   clang   of  meeting 
steel! 

Vain,  Moslem,  vain  thy  lifeblood  poured 
So  freely  on  thy  foeman's  sword ! 
Not  to  the  swift  nor  to  the  strong 
The  battles  of  the  right  belong ; 
For  he  who  strikes  for  Freedom  wears 
The  armor  of  the  captive's  prayers. 
And  Nature  proffers  to  his  cause 
The  strength  of  her  eternal  laws  ; 
While  he  whose  arm  essays  to  bind 
And  herd  with  common  brutes  his  kind 
Strives  evermore  at  fearful  odds 
With  Nature  and  the  jealous  S^ods> 
And  dares  the  dread  recoil  which  fate 
Or  soon  their  right  shall  vindicate. 

*T  is  done,  —  the  homM  crescent  &11s  I 
The  star-flag  flouts  the  broken  vt-alls  I 
Toy  to  the  captive  husband  !  joy 
To  thy  sick  heart,  O  brown-locked  boy  \ 
In  sullen  wrath  the  conquered  Moor 
Wide  open  flings  your  dungeon-door^ 
And  leaves  ye  mc  from  cell  and  chain. 
The  owners  of  yourselves  again. 
Dark  as  his  allies  desert-bom. 
Soiled  with  the  battle's  stain,  and  worn 
With  the  long  marches  of  his  band 
Through  hottest  wastes  of  rock  and 

sand, — 
Scorched  by  the  sun  and  furnace-breath 
Of  the  red  desert's  wind  of  death. 
With    welcome   words   and    graspVng 

hands, 
llie  victor  and  deliverer  stands  1 

The  tale  is  one  of  distant  skier ; 
The  dust  of  half  a  century  lies 
Upon  it ;  yet  its  hero's  name 
Still  lingers  on  the  lips  of  Fame. 
Men  speak  the  praise  of  him  who  gave 
Deliverance  to  the  Moorman's  slave. 
Yet  dare  to  brand  with  shame  and  crime 
The  heroes  of  our  land  and  time,  — 
The  self-forgetful  ones,  who  stake 
Home,  name,  and  life  for  Freedom's 

sake. 
God  mend  his  heart  who  cannot  feel 
The  impulse  of  a  holy  zeal,  ^ 
And  sees  not,  with  his  sordid  eyes. 
The  beauty  of  self-sacrifice  t 


THE  CROSS. 
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Thoo^  in  the  sacred  place  be  stands. 

Uplifting  consecrated  hands, 

Unworthy  are  his  lips  to  tell 

Of  Jesus  martyr-miracle. 

Or  name  arieht  that  dread  embrace 

Of  sufiering  for  a  fallen  race  I 


ASTRiEA. 

**  Jove  meant  to  letUe 
Afiias  In  her  teat  amin. 
And  letdown  from  nia  soldcn  chain 
An  as*  of  bettor  metal.'* 

Bks  Jojisok,  1815, 

O  POBT  rare  and  old  ! 

Thy  words  are  prophedes ; 
Forward  the  age  of  gold. 

The  new  Satumian  lies. 

The  universal  prayer 
And  hope  are  not  in  vain  ; 

Rise,  brotners !  and  prepare 
The  way  for  Saturn's  reign. 

Perish  shall  all  which  takes 
From  labor's  board  and  can  ; 

Perish  shall  all  which  makes 
A  spaniel  of  the  man  I 

Free  from  its  bonds  the  mind. 

The  body  from  the  rod ; 
Broken  all  chains  that  bind 

The  image  of  our  God. 

Just  men  no  longer  pine 
Behind  their  prison-bars ; 

Through  the  rent  dungeon  shine 
The  free  sun  and  the  stars. 

Earth  own,  at  last,  untrod 
By  sect,  or  caste,  or  clan. 

The  fiitherhood  of  God, 
The  brotherhood  of  man  1 

Fraud  fail,  craft  perish,  forth 
The  monsy-changers  dri%'en, 

And  God's  will  done  on  earth. 
As  now  in  heaven  I 


INVOCATION. 

THKoacHthvcIear  spaces,  I^rd,  of  old, 
\  fifraleis  and  void  the  dead  earth  rolled ; 


Deaf  to  thy  heaven*s  sweet  music,  blind 
To  the  great  lights  which  o'er  it  shined  , 
No   sound,   no   ray,    no   warmth,  no 

breath,  — 
A  dumb  despair,  a  wandering  death. 

To  that  dark,  weltering  horror  came 
Thy  spirit,  like  a  subtle  flame,  — > 
A  breath  of  life  electrical, 
Awakening  and  transforming  all, 
Till  beat  and  thrilled  in  every  part 
The  pulses  of  a  living  hearu 

Then  knew  their  bounds  the  land  and 

sea  ; 
Then  smiled  the  bloom  of  mead  and 

tree; 
From  flower  to  moth,  fix)m  beast  to  nuui, 
The  quick  creative  impulse  ran  : 
And  earth,  with  life  from  thee  renewed. 
Was  in  thy  holy  eyesight  good. 

As  lost  and  void,  as  dark  and  cold 
And  formless  as  that  earth  of  old,  — 
A  wandering  waste  of  storm  and  night, 
Midst  spheres  of  song  and  realms  of 

light,  — 
A  blot  upon  thy  holy  sky, 
Untouched,  unwarned  of  thee,  am  I. 

O  thou  who  movest  on  the  deep 
Of  spirits,  wake  my  own  from  sleep  I 
Its  darkness  melt,  its  coldness  warm. 
The  lost  restore,  the  ill  transform. 
That  flower  and  fruit  henceforth  may  b« 
Its  grateful  offering,  worthy  thee. 


THE  "CROSS.. 

ON  THK  DBATH  OF  RICHARD  DILLING- 
HAM, IN  THB  NASHVXLLK  PKNITBN- 
TIARY. 

"  The  cross,  if  rightly  borne,  shall  be 
No  burden,  but  support  to  thee  "  ;  • 
So,  moved  of  old  time  for  our  sake. 
The  holy  monk  of  Kempen  spake. 

Thou  brave  and  true  one  I  upon  whom 
Was  laid  the  cross  of  martyrdom, 

*  Thomas  4  Kempts.    Imit  Christ. 
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mSCELLA  NEOUS, 


How  didst  thou,  in  thjr  geDeroos  youth, 
Bear  witness  to  this  biased  truth  I 

Thy  cross  of  suffering  and  of  shame 
A  staff  within  thy  hands  became. 
In  paths  where  iaiih  alone  couM  see 
The  Master's  steps  supporting  thee. 

Thine  was  the  seed-time  ;  God  alone 
Beholds  the  end  of  what  is  sown  ; 
Beyond  our  vision,  weak  and  dim. 
The  harvest-time  is  hid  with  Him. 

Yet,  uofoigotten  where  it  lies, 
That  seed  of  generous  sacrifice. 
Though  seemmg  on  the  desert  cast. 
Shall  rise  with  bloom  and  fruit  at  last 


EVA. 


Dry  the  tears  for  holy  Eva, 
With  the  blessed  angels  leave  her ; 
Of  the  form  so  soft  and  fiiir 
Give  to  earth  the  tender  care. 

For  the  golden  locks  of  Eva 
Let  the  sunny  south-land  give  her 
Flowery  pillow  of  repose,  — 
Change-bloom  and  budding  rose. 

In  the  better  home  of  Eva 
Let  the  shining  ones  receive  her, 
With  the  welcoroe-voicdd  pealm. 
Harp  of  gold  and  waving  padm ! 

All  is  lieht  and  peace  with  Eva ; 
There  the  darkness  cometh  never ; 
Tears  are  wiped,  and  fetters  &11, 
And  the  Lord  is  all  in  all. 

Weep  no  more  for  happv  Eva, 
Wrong  and  sin  no  more  snail  grieve  her ; 
Care  and  pain  and  weariness 
Lost  in  love  so  measureless. 

Gentle  Eva,  loving  Eva, 
Child  confessor,  true  believer. 
Listener  at  the  Master's  knee, 
"  Suffer  such  to  come  to  me." 

O,  for  faith  like  thine,  sweet  Eva, 
Lighting  all  the  solemn  river, 
And  the  blessings  of  the  poor 
Wafttng  to  the  heavenly  shore  1 


TO  FREDRIKA  BREMER." 

Skkkbss  of  the  mis^  Norland, 
Daughter  of  the  Vikinp  bold. 

Welcome  to  the  sunny  Vineland, 
Which  thy  fothers  sought  of  old  1 

Soft  as  flow  of  Silja's  waters, 
When  the  moon  of  summer  shines. 

Strong  as  Winter  from  his  mountaiiir 
Roaring  through  the  sleeted  pines  • 

Heart  and  ear,  we  long  have  listeneil 
To  thy  saga,  rune,  and  song. 

As  a  household  joy  and  presence 
We  have  known  and  loved  thee  loi<|t. 

By  the  mansion's  marble  mantel. 
Round  the  log-walled  cabin's  heartl , 

Thy  sweet  thoughts  andnorthernfimd* « 
Meet  and  mingle  with  our  mirth. 

And  o'er  weary  spirits  keeping 
Sorrow's  night-watch,  long  and  ch9 

Shine  they  like  thy  son  of  summer 
Over  midnight  vade  and  hill. 

We  alone  to  thee  are  strangers, 
Thou  our  friend  and  teaoier  art ; 

Come,  and  know  us  as  we  know  the*  • 
Let  us  meet  thee  heart  to  heart  1 

To  our  homes  and  household  altars 
We,  in  turn,  thy  steps  would  lead, 

As  thy  loving  hand  has  led  us 
O'er  the  threshold  of  the  Swede. 


K 


APRIL. 
The  spring  comes  skmly  npthls  wsv  • 


*T  IS  the  noon  of  the  spring-time,  jct 

never  a  bird 
In  the  wind-shaken  elm  or  the  maple  la 

heard; 
For  gieen  meadow-grasses  wide  levels 

of  snow, 
And  blowine  of  drifts  where  the  crocus 

should  blow ; 
Where  wind-dower  and  violet,  amber 

and  white. 
On   south-sloping  brooksides  should 

smile  in  the  light. 


STANZAS  FOR  THE  TIMES. 
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f  r'er  the  cold  winter-beds  of  their  late- 

wakiog  roots 
\'he  frosty  flake  eddies,  the  ice-crystal 

shoots ; 
Ajid,  longing  for  light,  ander  wind- 

d^ven  heaps, 
ILound  the  boles  of  the  pine-wood  the 

ground-laurel  creeps, 
Unkiased  of  the  sunshine,  unbaptized 

of  showers, 
lUith   buds   scarcely   swelled,    which 

should  burst  into  flowers ! 
AVe  wait  for  thy  coining,  sweet  wind  of 

the  south  ! 
Vm  the  touch  of  thy  light  wings,  the 

kiss  of  thy  mouth ; 
Via  the  yearly  evangel  thou  bearest 

from  God, 
Ikesunection  and  life  to  the  graves  of 

the  sod  I 
\/'p  our  long  river-valley,  for  days,  have 

not  ceased 
Vhe  wail  and  the  shriek  of  the  bitter 

northeast,  — 
>.aw  and  chill,  as  if  winnowed  through 

ices  and  snow, 
^  ill  the  way  from  the  land  of  the  wild 

Esquimau,  — 
\  Jntil  all  our  dreams  of  the  land  of  the 

blest, 
)  ake  that  red  hunter's,  turn  to  the  sunny 

southwest. 
\  •  soul  of  the  spring-time,  its  light  and 

its  breath, 
Iriog  warmth  to  this  coldness,  bring 

life  to  this  death : 
.  .(enew  the  great  miracle ;  let  us  be- 
hold 
«il)e  stone  from  the  mouth  of  the  sepul- 
chre rolled, 
,^nd  Nature,  like  Lazarus,  rise,  as  of 

oldl 
^/«t  our  faith,  which  in  darkness  and 

coldness  has  lain, 
V.evive  with  the  warmth  and  the  bright- 
ness again. 
And  in  blooming  of  flower  and  budding 

of  tree 
The  symbols  and  types  of  our  destiny 

llie  life  of  the  spring-time,  the  life  of 

the  whole, 
And,  as  sun  to  the  sleepbg  earth,  love 

to  the  soul  1 


STANZAS  FOR  THE  TIMES 
xSsa 

Thb  evil  days  hsve  come, — the  poor 

Are  made  a  prev ; 
Bar  up  the  hospitable  door. 
Put  out  the  fire-lights,  point  no  m«re 

The  wanderer's  way. 

For  Pit^  now  is  crime  ;  the  chain 

Which  binds  our  States 
Is  melted  at  her  heartli  in  twain. 
Is  rusted  by  her  tears'  soft  rain : 

Close  up  her  gates. 

Our  Union,  like  a  glacier  stiired 

By  voice  below, 
Or  bell  of  kine,  or  wing  of  bird, 
A  beggar's  crust,  a  kindly  word 

May  overthrow  I 

Poor,  whispering  tremblers !  ->  yet  we 
boast 
Our  blood  and  name ; 
Bursting  its  century-bolted  frost, 
£lach  gray  cairn  on  the  Northman's 
coast 
Cries  out  for  shame  I 

0  for  the  open  firmament,' 

The  prairie  free. 
The  desert  hillside,  cavern-rent. 
The  Pawnee's  lodee,  the  Arab's  tent. 

The  Bushmairs  tree ! 

Than  web  of  Persian  loom  most  rare. 

Or  soft  divan, 
Better  the  rough  rock,  bleak  and  bare. 
Or  hollow  tree,  which  man  may  share 

With  suffering  man. 

1  hear  a  voice  :  "Thus  saith  the  Law, 

Let  Love  be  dumb  ; 
Clasping  her  liberal  hands  in  awe, 
Let  sweet-lipped  Charity  withdraw 

From  hearth  and  home." 

I  hear  another  voice  :  **  The  poor 

Are  thine  to  feed ; 
Turn  not  the  outcast  from  thy  door. 
Nor  give  to  bonds  and  wrong  once  more 

Whom  God  hath  freed.^' 


Ml SC ELLA  SEOUS. 


Dear  Lord!  betuccn  thatlavaad 

No  choice  remaiD^ ; 
Yet  noc  untrue  to  mar.\  decree. 
Though  ftpuming  its  remvds,  is  be 

Who  Dears  its  pains. 

Not  mine  Sedition's  trampet -blast 

And  thrcatenine  word ; 
I  read  the  Icsvon  of  the  Past, 
That  firm  endurance  wins  at  last 
More  than  the  sword. 


O  dear-«yed  Faith,  and  Patience,  then 

So  calm  and  strong  ! 
Lend  strength  to  weumess,  teach  as 

how 
The  sleeplesseyes  of  God  look  through 

This  night  of  wrong  1 


Who  dares 
day'" 


profime  this 


A  SABBATH  SCENE. 

Scarce  had  the  solemn  Sabbath-bell 
Ceased  quivering  in  the  steeple. 

Scarce  had  the  parson  to  his  desk 
Walked  stately  through  his  people. 

When  down  the  summer-shaded  street 

A  wasted  female  figure. 
With  dusky  brow  and  naked  feet. 

Came  rushing  wild  and  eager. 

She  saw  the  white  spire  through  the 
trees, 

She  heard  the  sweet  hymn  swelling : 
O  pitying  Christ  1  a  refuge  eive 
That  poor  one  in  thy  dwelling  I 

Like  a  scared  &wti  before  the  hounds, 
Right  up  the  aisle  she  glided. 

While  close  behind  her,  whip  in  hand, 
A  lank-haired  hunter  strided. 

She  raised  a  keen  and  bitter  cry. 
To  Heaven  and  Karth  appealing;  — 

Were  manhood'^t  generous  pulses  dead  ? 
Had  woman's  neart  no  feeling? 

A  score  of  stout  hands  rose  between 
The  hunter  and  the  flying : 

Age  clenched  his  staff,  and  maiden  eyes 
rlashed  tearful,  yet  defying. 


Cried  out  the  angiy  pastor. 
Why,  bless  your  soul,  the 

slave, 
And  1  'm  her  kml  and 


'sa 


I 
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I  *Te  law  and  gospel  on  ray  side. 
And  who  shafi  dare  refiisc  me ?" 
Down  came  the  parsoo,  bowing  knr, 
"  My  good  sir,  pray  excuse  me  ! 

•*  Of  course  I  know  yoor  right  dtrino 
To  own  and  work  and  whip  her : 

Quick,  deacon,  thnm  that  Polyglott 
Before  the  wench,  and  trip  her  1 " 

Plump  dropped  the  holy  tome,  and  o'er 

Its  sacred  paces  stumbling 
B<Mind  hand  and  foot,  a  slave  onoeiuoR, 

The  ha|Jess  wretch  lay  trembling. 

I  saw  the  parson  tie  the  knots^ 
The  while  his  flock  addressmf^ 

The  Scripcural  daims  of  slavery 
With  text  on  text  iaipressing. 

**  Although,"  said  he,  **  on  Sabbath  day; 

All  secular  occnportions 
Are  deadly  sins,  we  must  fulfil 

Our  moral  obligations : 

"  And  this  commends  itself  as  one 
To  every  conscience  tender : 

As  Paul  sent  back  Onesimus, 
My  Christian  friends,  we  send  her ! " 

Shriek  rose  on  shriek, — the  Sabbath  air 
Her  wild  cries  tore  asunder : 

I  listened,  with  hushed  breath,  to  hear 
God  answering  with  his  thunder ! 

All  still  I  —  the  very  altar's  cloth 
Had  smothered  down  her  shriek^-^g. 

And,  dumb,  slie  turned  fitim  fiice  to 
face. 
For  human  pity  seeking  I 

I  saw  her  dragged  along  the  aisles 
Her  shack'es  harshly  clanking ; 

I  heard  the  parson,  over  all^ 
The  Lord  devoutly  thanking  I 


REMEMBRANCE. 
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Mv  bnin  took  fire :  "  Is  this,'*  I  cried, 
The  end  of  prayer  and  preachinj^? 
Then  down  with  pulpit,  down   with 
priest. 
And  give  us  Nature's  teaching  I 

"Fool  shame  and  scorn  be  on  ye  idl 

Who  turn  the  good  to  evil. 
And  steal  the  Bible  from  the  Lord, 

To  give  it  to  the  Devil  I 

**  Than  garbled  text  or  parchment  law 

I  own  a  statute  higher ; 
And  God  is  true,  thoush  every  book 

And  every  man  *8  a  uar  1  '* 

Just  then  T  felt  the  deacon's  hand 
In  wrath  my  coat-tail  seize  on  ; 

I  heard  the  priest  cry,  "  Infidel  I  " 
The  lawyer  mutter,  **  Treason  1 " 

I  started  up,—  where  now  were  church, 
Slave,  master,  priest,  and  people  ? 

I  only  heard  the  supper-bell. 
Instead  of  clanging  steeple. 

But,  on  the  open  window's  sill, 
O'er  which  the  white  blooms  drifted. 

The  pages  of  a  good  old  Book 
The  wind  of  summer  liAed. 

And  flower  and  vine,  like  angel  wings 

Around  the  Holyi Mother, 
Waved  softly  there,  as  if  God's  truth 

And  Mercy  kissed  each  other. 

And  freely  from  the  cherry-bough 
Above  the  casement  swinging. 

With  golden  bosom  to  the  sun. 
The  oriole  was  singing. 

As  bird  and  flower  made  plain  of  old 

The  lesson  of  the  Teacher, 
So  now  I  heard  the  written  Word 

Interpreted  by  Nature  I 

For  to  my  ear  methought  the  breeze 
Bore  Freedom's  blessed  word  on  ; 

Thus  saith   thb   Lord  :     Break 
evrry  voks, 
Unxx>  thb  heavy  burden  t 


REMEMBRANCE. 

WITH  COPIBS  OF  THB  AUTHOR^S  WRIT- 
INGS. 

Friend  of  mine  t  whose  lot  was  cast 
With  me  in  the  distant  past,  — 
Where,  like  shadows  flitting  fiist. 

Fact  and  fancy,  thought  and  theme. 
Word  and  work,  begin  to  seem 
Like  a  half-remembered  dream  I 

Touched  by  change  have  all  thingsbeen. 
Yet  I  think  of  thee  as  when 
We  had  speech  of  lip  and  pen. 

For  the  calm  thy  kindness  lent 
To  a  path  of  discontent, 
Rougn  with  trial  and  dissent ; 

Gentle  words  where  such  were  few. 
Softening  blame  where  blame  was  truet 
Praising  where  small  praise  was  due ; 

For  a  waking  dream  made  good. 

For  an  ideal  understood. 

For  thy  Christian  womanhood ; 

For  thy  marvellous  gift  to  cull 
From  our  common  life  and  dull 
Whatsoe'er  is  beautiful ; 

Thoughts  and  fancies,  Hybla's  bees 
Dropping  sweetness ;  true  heart's-easa 
Of  congenial  sympathies  ;—• 

Still  for  these  I  own  my  debt ; 
Memory,  with  her  eyelids  wet, 
Fain  would  thank  thee  even  yet  I 

And  as  one  who  scatters  flowers 
Where  the  Queen  of  M ay 'i»  sweet  hours 
Sits,  o'ertwined  with  blossomed  bow«r^ 

In  superfluous  zeal  bestowing 
Gifts  where  gifts  are  overflowing. 
So  I  pay  the  debt  I  'm  owing. 

To  thy  full  thoughts,  gay  or  sad, 
Sunny-hued  or  soLf.r  dad. 
Something  of  my  own  I  add  ; 

Well  assured  that  thou  wilt  taks 
Even  the  offering  which  1  make 
Kindly  for  the  giver's  sake. 


J 
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MJSCELLA  NEOUS. 


THE  POOR  VOTER  ON  ELEC-  I 
TION  DAY. 

Thb  proudest  now  is  but  my  peer, 

The  highest  not  more  high  ; 
To-day,  of  all  the  weary  year, 

A  king  of  men  am  I. 
To-day,  alikttare  great  and  small. 

The  nameless  and  the  known  ; 
Mypalace  is  the  people's  hall. 

The  ballot-box  my  throne  I 

Who  serves  to-day  upon  the  list 

Beside  the  served  shall  stand  ; 
Alike  the  brown  and  wrinkled  fist, 

The  gloved  and  dainty  hand  I 
The  ricn  is  level  with  the  poor. 

The  weak  is  strone  to-day ; 
And  sleekest  broadcfoth  counts  no  more 

Than  homespun  frock  of  gray. 

To-day  let  pomp  and  vain  pretence 

My  stubborn  right  abide  ; 
I  set  a^  plain  man^  common  sense 

Aeainst  the  pedant's  pride. 
To-day  shall  simple  manhood  try 

The  strength  of  gold  and  land  ; 
The  wide  world  has  not  wealth  to  buy 

The  power  in  my  right  hand  I 

While  there's  a  grief  to  seek  redress. 

Or  balance  to  adjust. 
Where  weighs  our  living  manhood  less 

Than  Mammon's  vilest  dust,  — 
While  there 's  a  right  to  need  my  vote, 

A  wrong  to  sweep  away. 
Up  !  clouted  knee  and  ragged  coat  I 

A  man 's  a  man  to-day  I 


TRUST. 

Thb  same  old  baffling  questions  I  O 
my  fnend, 

I  cannot  answer  them.     In  vain  I  send 

Mysoul  into  the  dark,  where  never  bum 
The  lamps  of  science,  nor  the  natu- 
ral light 

Of  Reason^  sun  and  stars  I  I  cannot 
learn 

Their  great  and  solemn  meanings,  nor 
discern 

The  awful  secrtt^of  the  eyes  which  tuni 


Evermore  on  ns  through  the  day  and 

night 
With  silent  challenge  and  a  dumb 
demand. 
Proffering  the  riddles  of  the  dread  un- 
known. 
Like  the  calm  Sphinxes,  with  their  eyes 
of  stone, 
Questioning  the  centuries  from  their 
veils  of  sand  1 
I  have  no  answer  for  m^rself  or  thee. 
Save  that  I  learned  beside  my  mother's 

knee  ; 
"  All  is  of  God  that  is,  and  is  to  be  ; 
And  God  is  good."    Let  this  suffice 

us  still. 
Resting  in  childlike  trust  upon  his 
win 
Who  moves  to  his  great  ends  unthwait- 
ed  by  the  UL 


KATHLEEN." 

O  NoRAH,  lay  your  basket  down. 

And  rest  your  weary  hand. 
And  come  and  hear  me  sing  a  song 

Of  our  old  Ireland. 

There  was  a  lord  of  Galaway, 

A  mightv  lord  was  he ; 
And  he  dia  wed  a  second  wife, 

A  maid  of  low  degree. 

But  he  was  old,  and  she  was  youn^. 

And  so,  in  evil  spite. 
She  baked  the  black  bread  for  his  kin. 

And  fed  her  own  with  white. 

She  whipped  the  maids  and  starved  tha 
kem. 

And  drove  away  the  poor ; 
"  Ah,  woe  is. me  I  "  the  old  lord  said, 

"  I  rue  my  bargain  sore  I " 

This  lord  he  had  a  daughter  fair. 

Beloved  of  old  and  young^ 
And  nightly  round  the  sheaumg-fires 

Of  her  the  gleeman  sung. 

"  As  sweet  and  good  is  young  Kathleen 

As  Eve  before  her  fitfl  " ; 
So  sang  the  harper  at  the  £ur. 

So  harped  he  in  the  halL 
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MISCELL4  NEOUS. 


Sure  now  they  dwell  in  Ireland, 

As  you  Ko  up  Claremore 
Ye  *U  see  their  castle  looking  down 

The  pleasant  Galway  shore. 

And  the  old  lord*s  wife  is  dead  and 
gone. 

And  a  happy  man  is  he, 
For  he  sits  oeside  his  own  Kathleen, 

With  her  darling  on  his  knee. 


FIRST-DAY  THOUGHTS. 

In  calm  and  cool  and  silence,  once  again 
I  find  my  old  accustomed  place  among 
My  brethren,  where,  perchance,  no 

human  tongue 
Shall    utter  words;    where    never 

hymn  is  sung. 
Nor  deep-toned  organ  blown,  nor 
censer  swung. 
Nor  dim  light  falling  through  the  pic- 
tured pane  1 
There,  syllabled  by  ulence,  let  roe  hear 
The  still  small  voice  which  reached 

the  prophet's  ear ; 
Read  in  my  heart  a  still  diviner  law 
Than  Israel's  leader  on  his  tables  saw  I 
There  let  me  strive  with  each  besetting 
sin. 
Recall  m^  wandering   fancies,  and 

restrain 
The  sore  disquiet  of  a  restless  brain ; 
And,  as  the  path  of  duty  is  made 
plain. 
May  grace  be  given  that  I  may  walk 
therein, 
Not  like  the  hireling,  for  his  sel&sh 
gain, 
With  backward  glances  and  reluctant 

tread, 
Making  a  merit  of  his  coward  dread,  — 
But,  cheerful,  in  the  light  around  me 

thrown. 
Walking  as  one  to  pleasant  service 

led: 
Doing  God's  will  as  if  it  were  my 
own. 
Yet  trusting  not  in  mine,  but  in  hia 
■trength  alone  1 


KOSSUTH." 

Type  of  two   mighty   continents  I — 

combining 
The  strength  of  Europe  with  the 

warmth  and  glow 
Of  Asian  song  and  prophecy,  —  the 

shining 
Of  Orient  splendors  over  Northern 

snow  I 
Who   shall  receive  him?    Who,  un- 
blushing, speak 
Welcome  to  him,  who,  while  he  strove 

to  break 
The  Austrian  yoke  from  Magyar  necks, 

smote  off 
At  the  same  blow  the  fetters  of  the 

serf,  — 
Rearing  the  altar  of  his  Father-land 
On  the  firm  base  of  freedom,  and 

thereby 
Lifting  to  Heaven  a  patriot*s  stainlesa 

nand. 
Mocked  not  the  God  of  Jiatice  with 

a  lie  I 
Who  shall  be  Freedom's  month-piece  ? 

Who  shall  give 
Her  welcoming  cheer  to  the  great  fugi' 

tive? 
Not  he  who,  all  her  sacred  trusts  be- 

traying. 
Is  scourging  back  to  slavery's  hell  of 

pain 
The  swarthy  Kossuths  of  oar  land 

again  I 
Not  he  whose  utterance  now  frt>m  h'ps 

designed 
The  bugle-march  of  Liberty  to  wind, 
And  call  her  hosts  beneath  the  brew- 
ing light,  — 
The   keen    reveille   of  her  mom   of 

fight,— 
Is  but  the  hoarse  note  of  the  blood- 
hound's baying, 
The  wolfs  long  howibehind  the  bond- 
man's flight  1 
O  for  the  tongue  of  him  who  lies  at 

rest 
In    Quincy's   shade  of  patrimonial 

trees,  — 
Last  of  the  Puritan  tribunes  and  the 

best, — 
To  lend  a  voice  to  Freedom*!  sy«»- 

pathies, 


TO  AfV  OLD  SCHOOLMASTER. 
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And  hail  the  comtag  of  the  noblest 


The 


euest 
Old 


Worid's  wrong  has  given  the 
New  World  of  the  West  1 


rO  MY  OLD  SCHOOLMASTER. 


tM  BPISTLB    NOT    AFTER    THB 
NKR  OP   HORACE. 


MAN- 


Ou>  friend,  kind  friend  I  lightly  down 
Drop  time'ssnow-flakeson  thycrown ! 
Never  be  ihv  shadow  less. 
Never  fail  th  v  cheerfulness ; 
Care,  that  kills  the  cat,  may  plough 
Wrinkles  in  the  miser's  brow, 
Deepen  envy's  spiteful  frown. 
Draw  the  mouths  of  bigots  down, 
Plague  ambition's  dream,  and  sit 
Heavy  on  the  hypocrite. 
Haunt  the  rich  man*s  door,  and  ride 
In  the  gilded  coach  of  pride  ;  — 
Let  the  fiend  pass  I  —  what  can  he 
Find  to  do  with  such  as  thee  ? 
Seldom  comes  that  evil  guest 
Where  the  conscience  lies  at  rest, 
And  brown  health  and  quiet  wit 
Smiling  on  the  threshold  sit. 

I,  the  urchin  unto  whom, 
In  that  smoked  and  dingy  room. 
Where  the  district  gave  thee  rule 
O'er  its  ragged  winter  school. 
Thou  didst  teach  the  mysteries 
Of  those  weary  A  B  C's,  — 
Where,  to  fill  the  every  pause 
Of  thy  wise  and  learnt  saws, 
Through  the  cracked  and  crazy  wall 
Came  the  cradle-rock  and  squall, 
And  the  goodman's  voice,  at  strife 
With  his  shrill  and  tipsv  wife,  — 
Luring  us  hy  stories  olo, 
With  a  comic  unction  told. 
More  than  by  the  eloquence 
Of  terse  bircnen  arguments 
(Doubtful  gain,  I  fear),  to  look 
With  com^aoence  on  a  book  I  — 
Where  the  genial  pedagcKue 
Half  foi^ot  his  rogues  to  nog, 
Citing  tale  or  apologue, 
Wise  and  merry  in  its  drift 
As  old  Phjedrus'  twofold  gifl, 


Had  the  little  rebels  known  it, 
Risunt  et  prudtntiatn  morui  1 
I,  — the  man  of  middle  years, 
In  whose  liable  locks  appears 
Many  a  warning  fleck  of  gray,  -  - 
Looking  back  to  that  far  day. 
And  thy  primal  lessons,  feel 
Grateful  smiles  my  lips  unseal. 
As,  remembering  thee,  I  blend 
Olden  teacher,  present  friend. 
Wise  with  antiquarian  search. 
In  the  scrolls  of  State  and  Church ; 
Named  on  history's  title-page. 
Parish-clerk  and  justice  sage  : 
For  the  ferule's  wholesome  awe 
Wielding  now  the  sword  of  law. 

Threshing  Time's  neglected  sheaves^ 
Gathering  up  the  scattered  leaves 
Which  the  wrinkled  sibyl  cast 
Careless  from  her  as  she  passed,  — 
Twofold  citizen  art  thou, 
Freeman  of  the  past  and  now. 
He  who  bore  thy  name  of  old 
Midway  m  the  heavens  did  hold 
Over  (yibeon  moon  and  sun  ; 
Thou  hast  bidden  them  back  ward  run; 
Of  to-day  the  present  ray 
Flinging  over  yesterday  I 

Let  the  busy  ones  deride 
What  I  deem  of  right  thy  pride  : 
Let  the  f<M)]s  their  tread-nulls  grind. 
Look  not  forward  nor  behind. 
Shuffle  in  and  wri}:;gle  out. 
Veer  with  every  breeze  about, 
Tummg  like  a  windmill  sail. 
Or  a  dog  that  seeks  his  tail ; 
Let  them  laugh  to  sec  thee  fiist 
Tabernacled  m  the  Past, 
Working  out  with  eye  and  lip, 
Riddles  of  old  penmanship. 
Patient  as  lielzoni  there 
Sorting  out,  with  loving  care. 
Mummies  of  dead  Questions  stripped 
From  their  sevenfold  manuscript  I 

Dabbling,  in  their  noisy  way, 

In  the  puddles  of  to-day, 

Little  know  they  of  that  vast 

Solemn  ocean  of  the  past, 

On  whose  margin,  wreck-bespread. 

Thou  art  walkmg  with  the  dead, 
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Questioning^  the  stranded  years, 

Waking  smOeit,  by  turns,  and  tears, 

As  thou  callest  up  again 

Shapes  the  dust  has  long  o'erlain,  — 

Fair-haired  woman,  beamed  man, 

Cavalier  and  Puritan : 

In  an  age  whose  eager  view 

Seeks  Mit  present  things,  and  new. 

Mad  for  party,  sect,  and  gold. 

Teaching  reverence  for  the  old. 

On  that  shore,  with  fowler's  tact, 
Coolly  bagj^ng  fact  on  fact. 
Naught  amiss  to  thee  can  float. 
Tale,  or  son^  or  anecdote ; 
Villase  gossip,  centuries  old, 
Scandals  by  our  grandams  told. 
What  the  pilgrim's  table  spread. 
Where  he  lived,  and  whom  he  wed, 
Long-drawn  bill  of  wine  and  beer 
For  nis  ordination  cheer, 
Or  the  flip  that  wellnigh  made 
Glad  his  nineral  cavalcade ; 
Weary  prose,  and  poet's  lines, 
Flavored  by  their  age,  like  wines. 
Eulogistic  of  some  quaint, 
DouMful,  puritanic  saint ; 
Lays  that  quickened  husking  jigs, 
Tests  that  shook  grave  periwigs, 
When  the  parson  had  his  Jokes 
And  his  glass,  like  other  folks; 
Sermons  that,  for  mortal  hours. 
Taxed  our  fathers'  vital  powers. 
As  the  long  nineteenthlies  poured 
Downwardfrom  the  sounding-board, 
And,  for  fire  of  Pentecost, 
Touched  their  beards  December's  frost. 

Time  is  hastening  on,  and  we 
What  our  fathers  are  shall  be,  — 
Shadow- shapes  of  memory  1 
Joined  to  that  vast  multitude 
Where  the  great  are  but  the  good. 
And  the  mind  of  strength  shall  prove 
Weaker  than  the  heart  of  love ; 
Pride  of  graybcard  wisdom  less 
Than  the  infant's  guilelessness. 
And  his  song  of  sorrow  more 
Than  the  crown  the  Psalmist  wore  1 
Who  shall  then,  with  pious  zeal, 
At  our  moss-grown  thresholds  kneel, 
From  a  stained  and  stony  page 
Reading  to  a  careless  age, 


With  a  patient  eye  like  thine, 
Prosmg  tale  and  limping  line. 
Names  and  words  the  hoary  rime 
Of  the  Past  has  made  sublime? 
Who  shall  work  for  us  as  well 
The  antiquarian's  miracle  ? 
Who  to  seeming  life  recall 
Teacher  grave  and  pupil  small? 
Who  shall  give  to  thee  and  me 
Freeholds  m  futurity  ? 

Well,  whatever  lot  be  minCj 
Long  and  happv  days  be  thin^ 
Ere  thy  fiill  ana  honored  age 
Dates  of  time  its  latest  page  ! 
Squire  for  master.  State  for  school 
Wisely  lenient,  live  and  rule  : 
Over  grown-up  knave  and  rogue 
Play  tne  watchful  pedagogue ; 
Or,  while  pleassre  smiles  on  duty, 
At  the  calf  of  youth  and  beauty, 
Speak  for  them  the  spell  of  law 
Which  shall  bar  and  Dolt  withdraw. 
And  the  flamins  sword  remove 
From  the  Paraaise  of  Love. 
Stillj  with  undimmed  eyesight,  pora 
Ancient  tome  and  record  o^r ; 
Still  thy  week-dav  lyrics  croon. 
Pitch  in  church  the  Sunday  tune, 
S*howing  something,  in  thy  part. 
Of  the  old  Puritanic  art. 
Singer  after  Stemhold's  heart  1 
In  tny  pew,  for  many  a  vear. 
Homilies  from  Oldbug  near,*> 
Who  to  wit  like  that  of  South, 
And  the  Svrian's  golden  mouth. 
Doth  the  homely  pathos  add 
Which  the  pilgrim  preachers  had ; 
Breaking,  like  a  child  at  play, 
Oilded  idols  of  the  day. 
Cant  of  knave  and  pomp  of  fool 
Tossing  with  his  rioicule. 
Yet,  in  earnest  or  in  jest. 
Ever  keeping  truth  aoreast. 
And,  when  thou  art  called,  at  last. 
To  thy  townsmen  of  the  past. 
Not  as  stranger  shalt  thou  come ; 
Thou  shalt  find  thvself  at  home  I 
With  the  little  and  the  big, 
Woollen  cap  and  periwig, 
Madam  in  her  hign-laced  ru£ 
Goody  in  her  home-made  stun,  — 
Wise  and  simple,  rich  and  po<M; 
Thou  hast  known  them  all  before  I 
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"A !  fredome  is  a^obill  thinff  I 
Fredome  mayse  roan  to  haif  liking. 
Fredome  all  solace  to  man  giffis ; 
He  levvs  at  ese  ihat  frely  levys  I 
A  nobii  ban  mav  haif  nane  ese 
Na  ellvB  nocht  that  may  him  plese 
Gyff  Fredome  ^ilythe/' 

Archdbacon  Barioo» 
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Through  the  long  hall  the  shuttered 

window^  shed 
A  dubioas    light  on  every  upturned 

head, —  • 

On  locks  like  those  of  Absalom  the  fiiir, 
On  the  bald  apex  ringed  with  scanty 

hair,^     .         ' 
On  blank  indifference  and  on  curious 

stare ; 
On  the  pale  Showman  reading  horn  his 

The  hieroelyphics  of  that  facial  page  ; 
Half  sad,  nau  scornful,  listening  to  the 

bruit 
Of  restless  cane-tap  and  impatient  foot 
And  the  shrill  call,  across  the  general 

din, 
*'  Roll  up  your  curtain  I    Let  *he  show 

begin!" 

At  length  a  murmur  like  the  winds 

that  break 
Into  green  waves  the  prairie's  grassy 

lake. 
Deepened  and  swelled  to  music  clear 

and  loud, 
And,  as  the  west-wind  lift's  a  summer 

cloud, 
The  curtain  rose,  disclosing  wide  and  far 
A  green  land  stretching  to  the  evening 

Fair  rivers,  skirted  bv  primeval  trees 
And  flowers  hummea  over  by  the  des- 
ert bees, 
Mariced  by  tall  blufis  whose  slopes  of 

greenness  show 
Fantastic  outcrops  of  the  rock  below, — 
llie  slow  result  of  patient  Nature's 

pains, 
And  plastic  fingering  of  be*  sun  and 
rains,— 


Arch,    tower,    and   gate,   grotesquely 

windowed  hall, 
And  long  escarpment  of  half-crumbled 

wall, 
Huger  than  those  which,  from  steep 

hills  of  vine^ 
Stare  throueh  their  loopholes  on  the 

travelled  Rhine ; 
Suggesting  vaguely  to  the  gazer's  mind 
A  fancy,  idle  as  the  prairie  wind. 
Of  the  land's  dwellers  in  an  age  un- 

guessed,  — 
The  unsung   Jotuns   of    the    mystic 

West. 

Beyond,  the  prairie's  sea-like  swells 

surpass 
The  Tartar's  marvels  of  his  Land  of 

Grass, 
Vast  as  the  sky  against  whose  sunset 

shores 
Wave  after  wave  the  billowy  greenness 

pours; 
And,  onward  still,  like  islands  in  that 

main 
Loom  the    rough   peaks  of  many  a 

mountain  cham. 
Whence    east   and  west   a   thousand 

waters  run^ 
From    winter    lingering   under   sum- 
mer's sun. 
And,  still  beyond,  long  lines  of  foam 

and  sand 
Tell   where    Pacific   rolls    his   waver 

a-land, 
From  many  a  wide-lapped  port  and 

^  land-locked  bav, 
Opening  with  thunaerous  pomp  the 

world's  highway 
To  Indian  isles  of  spice,  and  marts  of 

far  Cathay. 
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"  Such/'  said  the  ffhowman,  as  the 

cuitain  fell, 
**  Is  the  new  Canaan  of  our  Israel,  — 
The  land  oi  promise  to  the  swarming 

North, 
Which,  hive-like,  sends  its  anntul  sur- 
plus forth, 
To  the  poor  Southron  on  his  worn-out 

soil. 
Scathed  by  the  curses  of  unnatural  toil ; 
To  Europe's  «iies  seekmg  home  and 

rest. 
And  the  lan^  aomads  of  the  wandering 

West, 
Who,  asking  neither,  in  their  love  of 

change 
And  the  free  bison's  amplitude  of  range, 
Rear  the  log  hut,  for  present  shelter 

meant. 
Not  future  comfort,  like  an  Arab's  tent" 

Then  make  a  shrewd   on  •  looket, 
"  Sir,"  said  be, 
"  I  like  your  picture,  but  I  fain  would  see 
A  sketch  of  what  your  promised  land 

will  be 
When,  with  electric  nerve,  and  fiery- 
brained. 
With  Nature's  forces  to   its   chariot 

chained. 
The  future  ^jasping,  by  the  past  obeyed. 
The  twentieth  century  rounds  a  new 
decade." 

Then    said    the    Showman,  sadly : 

"  He  who  grieves 
Over  the  scattering  of  the  sibjrl's  leaves 
Unwisely  mourns.    Suffice  it,  that  we 

know 
What  needs  must  ripen  from  the  seed 

we  sow ; 
That  present  time  is  but  the  mould 

wherein 
We  cast  the  shapes  of  holiness  and  sin. 
A  painful  watcher  of  the  passing  hour, 
Its  lust  of  gold,  its  strife  for  plM:e  and 

power; 
Its  lack  of  manhood,  honor,  reverence, 

truth, 
Wise-thoughted  age,  and   generous- 
hearted  youth : 
Nor  vet unmindfiilof each  bettersign,— 
The  low,  far  lights,  which  on  th'  Dori- 

lon  shine. 


Like  those  which  aoraethnes  tremble 

on  the  rim 
Of  clouded  skieswhen  day  is  closingdim. 
Flashing;  athwart  the  purple  spears  of 

rain 
The  hope  of  sunshine  on   the   hiSs 

again:  — 
I  need  no  prophet's  word,  nor  shapes 

that  pass 
Like  clouding  shadows  o'er  a  magic 

glass: 
For  now,  as  ever,  passionless  and  cold. 
Doth  the  dread  angel  of  the  future  bold 
Evil  and  good  before  us,  with  no  voice 
Or  warning  look  to  guide  us  in  our 

choice ; 
With     q>ectral     hands    ootreadung 

through  the  gloom 
The  shadowy  contrasts  of  the  coming 

doom. 
Transferred  from  these,  it  now  remain.* 

to  give 
The  sun  and  shade  of  Fat«*s  altema 

tive." 

Then,  with  a  burst  of  mnnc,  touclr- 

ing  all 
The  keys  of  thrifty  life,  —  the  mffl- 

stream's  foil. 
The  engine's  pant  along  its  quiveri  c 

rails. 
The  anvil's  ring,  the  measured  beat  sA 

flails. 
The   sweep  of  scythes,  the   reaper's 

whistled  tune. 
Answering  the  summons  of  the  bells  of 

noon, 
The  woodman's  hail  along  the  river 

shores, 
The  steamboat's  signal,  and  the  dip  oi 

oars,  — 
Slowly  the  curtain  rose  fiom  off  a  land 
Fair  as  God's  garden.    Broad  on  eithef 

hand 
The  golden  wheat-fields  glimmered  in 

the  sun. 
And  the  tall  maixe  its  yellow  tassels 

spun. 
Smooth  highways  set  with  hedge-rows 

living  green, 
With  steepled  towns  through  shaded 

vistas  seen. 
The  school-house  murmuring  with  its 

hive-like  swarm. 
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The  brook  bank  whitening  in  the  grist- 
mill's ttonn. 

The  painted  fitrra  -  house  shining 
tJirough  the  leaves 

Of  fruited  orchards  bending  at  ito  eaves, 

Where  live  again,  around  the  Western 
hearth. 

The  homely  old-time  virtues  of  the 
North: 

Where  the  blithe  housewife  rises  with 
the  da^. 

And  well-paid  labor  counts  his  task  a 
play. 

And,  grateful  tokens  of  a  Bible  free. 

And  the  free  Gospel  of  Humanity, 

Of  diverse  sects  and  differing  names 
the  shrines, 

One  in  their  iaith,  whate'er  their  out- 
ward signs. 

Lake  varying  strophes  of  the  same 
sweet  hymn 

Fnm  many  a  prairie's  swell  and  river's 
brim, 

A  thousand  church>q>irdk  sanctify  the 
air 

Of  the  calm  Sabbath,  with  their  sign 
of  prayer. 

Like   sudden  nights   over  bloom 

and  green 
The  curtain  dropped :  and,  momently, 

between 
The  clank  of  fetter  and  the  crack  of 

thone. 
Half  sob,  half  laughter,  music  swept 

along,  — 
A  ibrange  refrain,  whose  idle  words 

and  low. 
Like  drunken  jnoumers,  kept  the  time 

of  woe : 
As  if  the  revellers  at  a  masquerade 
Heard  in  the  distance  funend  marches 

pla^^ed. 
Such  music,  dashing  all  his  smiles  with 

tears, 
The  thoughtful  voyager  on  Ponchar- 

train  hears, 
Where,  through  the  noonday  dusk  of 

wooded  shores 
The  negro  boatman,  singing  to  his  oars. 
With  a  wild  pathos  TOrrowed  of  his 

wrong 
Redeems  the  jargon  of  his  senseless 

song. 


"  Look,"  said  the  Showman,  sternly, 

as  he  rolled 
His  curtain  upward  ;  "  Fate's  reverss 

behold  1 " 

A  village  straggling  in  loose  disarray 
Of  vulgar  newness,  (wemature  decay : 
A  tavem,  crazy  with  its  whiskey  brawls. 
With  "  Slaves  at  A  ueiioH  I "  garnish 

ing  its  walls. 
Without,  surrounded  by  a  motleycrowd, 
The  shrewd-eved  salesman,  gamilou  i 

and  loud, 
A  squire  or  colonel  in  his  pride  of  place. 
Known  at  free  fights,  the  caucus,  and 

the  race. 
Prompt  to  proclaim  his  honor  without 

blot, 
And  silence  doubters  with  a  ten-pace 

shot. 
Mingling  the  negro-driving  bulla's  rant 
With  pious  phrase  and  democratic  cant. 
Yet  never  scrupling,  with  a  filthy  jest, 
To  sell  the  infant  from  its  mother's 

breast. 
Break  through  all  ties  of  wedlock,  home, 

and  kin, 
Yield  shrinking  girlhood  up  to  gray- 
beard  sin  ; 
Sell  all  the  virtues  with  his  human  stock. 
The  Christian  graces  on  his  auction- 
block. 
And  coolly  count  on  shrewdest  bargains 

driven 
In  hearts  regenerate,  and  in  souls  for- 
given 1 

Look  once  again  I    The  moving  can- 
vas shows 
A  slave  {plantation's  slovenly  repose^ 
Where,  in  rude  cabins  rotting  midst 

their  weeds, 
The  human  chattel  eats,  and  sleeps,  and 

breeds ; 
And,  held  a  brute,  in  practice,  as  in  law, 
Becomes  in  fact  the  thing  he 's  taken  for. 
There,  earlysummoned  to  the  hemp  and 

com. 
The  nursing  mother  leaves  her  child 

new-bom  ; 
There   haggard  ^  sickness,    weak   and 

deathly  feint, 
Crawla  to  his  task,  and  fears  to  makv 

complaint ; 
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And  sad-eyed  Rachels,  childless  in  de- 
cay, 
Weep  for  their  lost  ones  sold  and  torn 

away  ! 
Of  ampler  size  the  master's  dwelling 

stands. 
In  shabby  keeping  with  his  half-tilled 

lands,  — 
Thegates unhinged,  the  yard  with  weeds 

unclean. 
The  cracked  veranda  with  a  tifwy  lean. 
Without,  loose- scattered  like  a  wreck 

adrift. 
Signs  of  misrule  and  tokens  of  unthrift. 
Within,  profusion  to  discomfort  joined. 
The  listless  body  and  the  vacant  mind  ; 
The  fear,  the  hate,  the  theft  and  falss  - 

hood,  bom 
In  menial  hearts  of  toil,  and  stripes,  and 

scorn  I 
There,  all  the  vices,  which,  like  birds 

obscene, 
Batten  on  slavery  loathsome  and  un- 
clean. 
From  the  foul  kitchen  to  the  parlor  rise, 
Pollute  the  nursery  where  the  child-heir 

lies, 
Taint  infant  lips  beyond  all  after  cure, 
With  the  fell  poison  of  a  breast  impure ; 
Touch    boyhood's    passions  with  the 

breath  of  flame. 
From  girlhood's  instincts  steal  the  blush 

of  shame. 
So  swells  from  low  to  high,  from  weak 

to  strong. 
The  tragic  chorus  of  the  baleful  wrong  ; 
Guilty  or  euiltless,  all  within  its  range 
Feel  the  blind  justice  qf  its  sure  revenge. 

Still  scenes  like  these  the  movingchart 
reveals. 
Up  the  long  we«iiem  steppes  the  blight- 
ing steals : 
Dovm  the  Pacific  slope  the  evil  Fate 
Glideslikea  shadow  tothe  Golden  Gate: 
From  sea  to  sea  the  drear  eclipse  is 

thrown, 
From  sea  to  sea  the  Mawaius  Tfrres 

have  grown, 
A  belt  of  curses  on  the  New  World's 
zone ! 


The  curtain 
breath, 


fell.    All  drew  a  freer 


As  men  are  wont  to  do  when  mooroftd 

death 
Is  covered  from  their  sighL    The  Show- 
man stood 
With  drooping  brow  in  sorrow's  attitude 
One  moment,  then  with  sudden  gesture 

shook 
His  loose  hair  back,  and  with  the  air 

and  look 
Of  one  who  felt,  beyond  the  narrow  sti^e 
And  listening  group,  the  presence  of  the 

age. 
And  heard  the  footsteps  of  the  thinga 

to  be. 
Poured  out  his  soul  in  earnest  words 

and  free. 

**  O  friends  !  *'  he  said,  "  in  this  poor 

trick  of  paint 
You  see  the  semblance,  incomplete  and 

6iint, 
Of  the  two-fronted  Future,  which,  to- 

Stands  dim  aitd  silent,  waiting  in  your 

way. 
To-day,  your  servant,  subject  to  your 

will : 
To-morrow,  master,  or  for  good  or  ill. 
If  the  dark  iasx  of  Slavery  on  you  turns, 
I  f  the  madcurse  its  paper  barrier  spurns, 
I  f  the  world  granary  of  the  West  is  made 
The  last  foul  market  of  the  slaver's  trade, 
W  hy  T^il  at  fat«>.  ?    The  mischief  is  your 

own. 
Why  hale  your  neighbor  ?   Blame  your- 
selves alone  I 

"  Men  of  the  North !    The  South  you 

charge  w^ith  wrong 
Is  we.ik  and  poor,  while  you  are  rich 

and  strong. 
If  questions  —  idle  and  absurd  as  those 
The  old-time  monks  and  Paduan  doc- 
tors chose,  — 
Mere  ghosts  of  questions,  tarifEs  and 

dead  banks. 
And  scarecrow  pontiffs,  never  broke 

your  ranks, 
Your  thews  united  could,  at  once,  roll 

back 
The  jostled  nation  to  its  primal  track. 
Nay,  were  you  simply  stcad£ist,  manly, 

just, 
Trueto  the  fiuth  your  fathers leAic  trust. 
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U  stainless  honor  oatweif^ed  in  your 
scale 

A  cxxifish  quintal  or  a  factory  bale. 

Full  many  a  noble  heart,  (and  such  re- 
main 

In  all  the  South,  like  Lot  in  Siddtm's 
plain. 

Who  watch  and  wait,  and  from  the 
wrong's  control 

Keep  white  and  pure  their  chastity  of 
soul.) 

Now  sick  to  loathing  of  your  weak  com- 
plaints, 

Your  tricks  as  sinners,  and  your  prayers 
as  saints, 

Would  half-way  meet  the  frankness  of 
your  tone, 

A]»d  feel  their  pulses  beating  with  your 
own. 

**  The  North !  the  South  I  no  geo- 
graphic line 

Can  fix  the  boundary  or  the  point  define, 

Since  each  with  each  so  closely  inter- 
blends 

Where  Slavery  rises,  and  where  Free- 
dom ends. 

Beneath  your  rocks  the  roots,  fiir-reach- 
ing,  hide 

Of  the  fell  Upas  on  the  Southern  side  ; 

The  tree  whose  branches  in  your  north 
winds  wave 

Dropped  its  young  blossoms  on  Mount 
Vernon's  grave  ; 

The  nursling  growth  of  MonticeIlo*s 
crest 

Is  now  the  glory  of  the  fi'ce  North- 
west ; 

To  the  wise  maxims  of  her  olden  school 

Viiginia  listened  from  thy  lips,  Rantoul: 

Seward's  words  of  power,  and  Sumner's 
fresh  renown. 

Flow  from  the  pen  that  Jefferson  laid 
down  I 

And  when,  at  length,  her  years  of  mad- 
ness o'er, 

Like  the  crowned  grazer  on  Euphrates* 
shore, 

From  her  long  lapse  to  savagery,  her 
mouth 

Bitter  with  baneful  herbage,  turns  the 
South, 

Resumes  her  old  attire,  and  seeks  to 
smooth 


Her  unkempt  tresses  at  the  glass  of 

truth, 
Herearly  faith  shall  find  a  tongue  again, 
New  Wythes  and  Pinckneys  swell  that 

old  refrain. 
Her  sons  with  yours  renew  the  ancient 

pact. 
The  myth  of  Union  prove  at  last  a  fact  t 
Then,   if  one  murmur  man  the  wide 

content. 
Some  Northern  lip  will  drawl  the  last 

dissent, 
Some  Union-saving  patriot  of  your  own 
Lament  to  find  his  occupation  gone. 

**  Grant  that  the  North 's  insulted, 
scorned,  betrayed, 

O'erreached  in  baigains  with  her  neigh- 
bor made, 

When  selfish  thrift  and  party  held  the 
scales 

For  peddling  dicker,  not  for  honest 
sales,  — 

Whom  shall  we  strike?  Who  most 
deserves  our  blame  ? 

The  braggart  Southron,  open  in  his 
aim. 

And  bold  as  wicked,  crashing  straight 
through  all 

That  bars  his  purpose,  like  a  cannon  • 
ball? 

Or  the  mean  traitor,  breathing  northern 
air. 

With  nasal  speech  and  puritanic  hair. 

Whose  cant  the  loss  of  principle  sur- 
vives, 

As  the  mud-turtle  e'en  its  head  out- 
lives : 

Who,  caught,  chin -buried  in  some  foul 
offence. 

Puts  on  a  look  of  injured  innocence. 

And  consecrates  his  baseness  to  the 
cause 

Of  constitution,  union,  and  the  laws? 

"Praise  to  the  place-man  who  can 
hold  aloof 
His  still  unpurchased  manhood,  office- 
proof^; 
Who  on  his  round  of  duty  walks  erect. 
And  leaves  it  only  rich  in  self-respect,  — 
As  More  maintained  his  virtue  s  lofty 
port 
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In  the  Eighth  Heoiy's  base  and  bloody 

court. 
But,  if  exceptions  here  and  there  are 

found. 
Who  tread  thus  safely  on  enchanted 

ground. 
The  normal  type,  the  fitting  symbol 

still 
Of  those  who  fatten  at  the  public  mill. 
Is  the  chained  dog  beside  his  master's 

door, 
Or  Circe's  victim,  feeding  on  all  four  I 

"  Give  me  the  heroes  who,  at  tuck  of 
drum. 
Salute  thy  stafi^  immortal  Quattlebum  I 
Or  they  who,  doubly  armed  with  vote 

and  gun, 
Following  thy  lead,  illustrious  Atchison, 
Their  drunken  franchise  shift  from  scene 

to  scene. 
As  tile<beard  Jourdan  did  his  guillo- 
tine !  — 
Rather  than  him  who,  bom  beneath  our 

skies. 
To  Slavery's  hand  its  supplest  tool  sup- 
plies, — 
The  party  felon  whose  unblushing  face 
Looks  from  the  pillory  of  his  bnbe  of 

place. 
And  coolly  makes  a  merit  of  disgrace,  — 
Points  to  the  footmarks  of  indignant 

scorn. 
Shows  the  deep  scars  of  satire's  tossing 

horn ; 
And  iMsses  to  his  credit  side  the  sum 
Of  all  that  makes  a  scoundrel's  martyr* 
dom  I 

"  Banc  of  the  North,  its  canker  and 

its  moth  I  — 
These  modem  Esaus,  bartering  rights 

for  broth ! 
Taxing  our  justice,  with  their  double 

claim, 
As  fools  for  pity,  and  as  knaves  for 

blame ; 
Who,  ureed  by  party,  sect,  or  trade, 

within 
The  fell  embrace  of  Slavery's  sphere 

of  sin, 
Part  at  the  outset  with  their  moral  sense, 
I1ie  watchful  angel   set   for  Troth's 

defence ; 


'Confeand  all  contrastt,  good  and  S; 
reverse 

The  poles  of  life,  its  blessing  and  its 
curse; 

And  lose  thenceforth  fi-om  their  per- 
verted sight 

The  eternal  di&rence  'twixt  the  wrong 
and  right ; 

To  them  the  Law  is  but  the  iron  span 

That  girds  the  ankles  of  imbrated  man ; 

To  them  the  Gospel  has  no  higher  aim 

Than  simple  sanction  of  the  master's 
claim, 

Dragged  in  the  slime  of  Slavery's  loath- 
some trail. 

Like  Chalier's  Bible  at  his  ass's  taU  I 

"Such  are  the  men  who^  with  in- 
stinctive dread. 
Whenever  Freedom  lifts  her  drooping 

head. 
Make  prophet-tripods  of  their  <^ce- 

slools, 
And  scare  the  nursenes  and  the  village 

schools 
With  dire  presage  of  ruin  gnm  and 

great, 
A  broken  Union  and  a  foundered  State  ! 
Such  are  the  patriots,  self-bound  to  the 

stake 
OL  office,  martyrs  for  their  country's 

sake: 
Who  fill  themselves  the  hungry  jaws  of 

Fate, 
And  by  their  loss  of  manhood  save  the 

State. 
In  the  wide  gulf  themselves  like  Cui^ 

tius  throw, 
And  test  the  virtues  of  cohesive  dough : 
As  tropic  monkeys,  linking  heads  and 

tails, 
Bridge  o'er  some  torrent  oi  Ecuador's 

vales  I 

"Such  are  the  men  who  in   your 

churches  rave 
To  swearing-point,  at  mention  oS  the 

slave, 
When  some  poor  parson,  haply  nn' 

awares. 
Stammers   of  freedom   in   his   timid 

prayers : 
Whok  if  some  foot-sore  negro  through 

the  town 
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Steals  northward,  volunteer  to  hunt 
him  down. 

Or.  if  some  neighbor,  flying  from  dis- 
ease, 

Courts  the  mild  balsam  of  the  Southern 
breeze, 

With  hue  and  cry  pursue  him  on  his 
track, 

Aad  write  Free^soiler  on  the  poor  man's 
back. 

Such  are  the  men  who  leave  the  ped- 
ler'scart. 

While  &ring  South,  to  learn  the  driver's 
art, 

Or,  in  white  ^  neckcloth,  soothe  with 
pious  aim 

The  graceful  sorrows  of  some  languid 
dame, 

Who^  from  the  wreck  of  her  bereave- 
ment, saves 

The  double  charm  of  widowhood  and 
slaves  I  — 

Pliant  and  apt,  they  lose  no  chance  to 
show 

To  what  base  depths  apostasy  can  go ; 

Outdo  the  natives  in  their  readiness 

To  roast  a  negro,  or  to  mob  a  press ; 

Poise  a  tarred  schoolmate  on  the  lynch- 
er's rail. 

Or  make  a  bonfire  of  their  birthplace 
maHl 

"  So  some  poor  wretch,  whose  lips  no 
longer  bear 

The  sacred  burden  of  his  mother's 
prayer, 

By  fear  impelled,  or  lust  of  gold  en- 
ticed. 

Turns  to  the  Crescent  from  the  Cross 
of  Christ, 

And,  over-acting  in  superfluous  zeal. 

Crawls  prostrate  where  the  (kithful  only 
kneel, 

Out-howls  the  Dervish,  hugs  his  rags 
to  court 

The  squalid  Santon's  sanctity  of  dirt : 

And,  when  beneath  the  city  gateway's 
span 

Files  slow  and  long  the  Meccan  cara- 
van. 

And  through  its  midst,  pursued  by 
Islam's  prayers, 

Theprophet's  Word  some  fiivored  camel 
bean, 


The  marked  apostate  has  his  place 
assigned 

The  Koran-bearer's  sacred  rump  be- 
hind, 

With  brush  and  pitcher  following,  grave 
and  mute, 

In  meek  attendance  on  the  holy  brute  I 

**  Men  of  the  North  I  beneath  your 

very  eyes, 
By  hearth  and  home,  your  real  danger 

lies. 
Still  day  by  day  some  hold  of  freedom 

fall^ 
Through  home-bred  traitors  fed  within 

Its  walls. — 
Men  whom  yourselves  with  vote  and 

purse  sustain. 
At  posts  of  honor,  influence,  and  gain ; 
The  right  of  Slavery  to  your  sons  to 

teach, 
And  "South-side  "  Gospels  in  your  pul- 
pits preach, 
Transbx  the  Law  to  ancient  freedom 

dear 
On  the  sharp  point  of  her  subverted 

spear. 
And  imitate  upon  her  cushion  plump 
The  mad  Missourian  lynching  from  nis 

stump; 
Or,  in  your  name,  upon  the  Senate's 

m)or 
Yield  up  to  Slavery  all  it  asks,  and 

more; 
And,  ere  your  dull  eyes  open  to  the 

cheat. 
Sell  your  old  homestead  underneath 

your  feet ! 
While  such  as  these  your  loftiest  out- 
looks hold. 
While  truth  and  conscience  with  your 

wares  are  sold. 
While  grave-browed  merchants  band 

themselves  to  aid 
An  annual  man-hunt  for  their  Southern 

trade. 
What  moral  power  within  your  grasp 

remains 
To  stay  the  mischief  on  Nebraska's 

plains  ?  — 
High  as  the  tides  of  generous  impulse 

flow, 
As  far  rolls  back   the  selfish  under- 

tow: 
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And  all  your  brave  resolves^  thongh 

aimed  as  true 
Asthe  horse-pistol  Balmatrhapple  drew. 
To  Slavery's  bastions  lend  as  slight  a 

shock 
As  the  poor  trooper's  shot  to  Stirling 

rock! 

"Yet,  while  the  need  of  Freedom's 
cause  demands 

The  earnest  efforts  of  your  hearts  and 
hands, 

Uiged  by  all  motives  that  can  prompt 
the  heart 

To  prayer  and  toil  and  manhood's  man- 
nest  part; 

Though  to  the  soul's  deep  tocab  Nature 
joins 

The  warning  whisper  of  her  Orphic 
pines. 

The  north-wind's  anger,  and  the  south* 
wind's  sigh. 

The  midnight  sword-dance  of  the  north- 
em  sky, 

And,  to  the  ear  that  bends  above  the 
sod 

Of  the  green  grave-mounds  in  the 
Fields  of  Cod, 

In  low,  deep  murmurs  of  rebuke  or 
cheer, 

The  land's  dead  fitthers  speak  their 
hope  or  fear, 

Yet  let  not  Passion  wrest  from  Reason's 
hand 

The  guiding  rein  and  symbol  of  com- 
mand. 

Blame  not  the  caution  proffering  to  your 
zeal 

A  well-meant  drag  upon  its  hurrying 
wheel ; 

Nor  chide  the  man  whose  honest  doubt 
extends 

To  the  means  only,  not  the  righteous 
ends; 

Nor  fail  to  weigh  the  scruples  and  the 
^  fears 

Of  milder  natures  and  serener  years. 


In  the  lone  strife  with  evil  which  began 

With  the  hrst  lansG 

Wincly  and  well  nas  Providence  assigned 


of  new-created  man. 


To  each  his  part,  — some  forward,  some 

behind ; 
And  they,  too,  serve  who  temper  and 

restrain 


The  o'erwarm  heart  that  seta  oo  fin  the 

brain. 
True  to  yoursclveSk  fccd  Freedom's  at 

tar- flame 
With  what  you  have ;  let  othess  do  the 

same. 
Spare   timid    doubters:  set  like  flint 

your  face 
Against  the  self-sold  knaves  of  gain  and 

place : 
Pity  the  weak ;  but  with  unq)arTng  hand 
Cast  out  the  traitors  who  infest  the 

land,  — 
From  bar,  press, pulpit,  castthem  every- 
where. 
By  dint  of  fasting,  if  you  &il  by  pra^rer. 
And  in  their  place  bnng  men  oit  antique 

mould. 
Like  the  grave  fiithers  of  your  Age  of 

Gold,— 
Statesmen  like  those  who  sought  the 

primal  fount 
Of  righteous  law,  the  Sermon  on  the 

Mount ; 
Lawyers  who  prize,  like  Quincy,  (to  our 

day 
Still  spared.  Heaven  bless  him  !)  honor 

more  than  pay, 
And  Christian  jurists,  starry-pure,  like 

Jay; 
Preachers  like  Woolman,  or  like  them 

who  bore 
Thefaith  of  Wesley  toour  Western  diore. 
And  held  no  convert  genuine  till  he 

broke 
Alike  his  servants'  and  the  Devil's  yoke; 
And  priests  like  him  who  Newport's 

market  trod. 
And  o'er  its  slave-ships  shook  the  bolta 

of  God  I 
So  shall  your  power,  with  a  wise  pru- 
dence used. 
Strong    but   forbearing,  firm  but  no# 

abused, 
Tn  kindly  keeping  with  the  good  of  al], 
The  nobler  maxims  of  the  past  recall, 
Her  natural  home-bom  right  to  Free- 
dom give, 
And  leave  her  foe  his  robber-right,  —  to 

live. 
Live,  as  the  snake  does  in  his  noisoma 

fen! 
Live,  as  the  wolf  does  in  his  bone-strewp 

den  I 
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Liveii  dothed  with  cursing  like  a  robe  of 

flame. 
The   focal    point   of   million-fingered 

shame  I 
Live,  till  the  Southron,  who,  with  all  his 

faults. 
Has  manly  instincts,  in  his  pride  revolts, 
DaUies  from  off  him,  midst  the  glad 

world's  cheers. 
The  hideous  nightmare  of  his  dream  of 

And  lifts,  self-prompted,  with  his  own 

right  hand. 
The  vile  encumbrance  from  his  glorious 

landl 

"  So,  wheresoever  our  destiny  sends 

forth 
Its  widening  circles  to  the  South  or 

North, 
Where'er  our  banner  flaunts  beneath 

the  stars 
Its  mimic  splendors  and  its  cloudlike 

bars. 
There  shall  Free  Labor's  hardy  children 

stand 
file  eoual  sovereigns  of  a  slaveless  land. 
And  wnen  at  last  the  hunted  bison  tires, 
^nd  dies  o'ertaken  by  the  squatter's 

fires; 
And  westward,  wave  on  wave,  the  living 

flood 
Breaks  on  the  snow-line  of  majestic 

Hood : 
Md  lonely  Shasta  listening  hears  the 

tread 
Of  Europe's  fiur-haired  children,  Hes- 

per-led ; 
And,   gazinz   downward   through  his 

tioar-Kicks,  sees 
The  tawny  Asian  climb  his  giant  knees. 
The  Eastern  sea  shall  hush  his  waves  to 

hear 
Pacific's  surf-beat  answer   Freedom's 

cheer. 
And  one  long  rolling  fire  of  triumph  run 
Between  the  sunnse  and  the  sunset 

gun  I" 


Mytaskisdone.    The  Showman  and 
his  show, 


Themselves  but  shadows,  into  shadows 

go; 
And,  if  no  sons  of  idlesse  I  have  sung. 
Nor  tints   of  oeauty    on   the  canvas 

flung,  — 
If  the  harsh  numbers  giate  on  tender 

ears. 
And  the  rough  picture  overwrou^t  ap- 

Scars,— 
eeper  coloring,  with  a  sterner 

blast, 
Before  mysoula  voice  and  vision  passed. 
Such  as  might  Milton's  jarring  trump 

require, 
Or  glooms  of  Dante  fringed  with  lurid 

fire. 
O,  not  of  choice,  for  themes  of  public 

wrong 
I  leave  the  green  and  pleasant  paths  of 

song,  — 
The  mild,  sweet  words  which  soflen 

and  adorn, 
For  griding  taunt  and  bitter  laugh  of 

scorn. 
More  dear  to  me  some  song  of  private 

worth. 
Some  homely  idyl  of  my  native  North, 
Somestimmerpastoralofherinland  vales 
Or,  grim  and  weird,  her  winter  fire- 
side tales 
Haunted   by   ghosts   of   unretuming 

sails,  — 
Lost  barks  at  parting  hung  finom  stem 

to  helm 
With  prayers  of  love  like  dreams  on 

Virgil's  elm. 
Nor  private  grief  nor  malice  holds  my 

pen  ; 
I  owe  but  kindness  to  my  fellow-men  ; 
And,  South  or  North,  wherever  hearts 

of  prayer 
Their  woes  and  weakness  to  our  Father 

bear, 
Wherever  fruits  of  Christian  love  are 

found 
In  holy  lives,  to  me  is  holy  ground. 
But  the  time  passes.     It  were  vain  to 

crave 
A  late  indulgence.    What  I  had  I  gave. 
Forget  the  poet,  but  his  warning  heed, 
And  shame  his  noor  word  with  your 

nobler  deed. 
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SXTMMER  BY  THE  LAKESIDE. 


I.   NOON. 

Whits  doads,  whose  shadows  haant 

the  deep. 
Light  mists,  whose  soft  embraces  keep 
The  sunshine  on  the  hills  asleep  I 

O  isles  of  calm  !— O  dark,  still  wood ! 
And  stiller  skies  that  overforood 
Your  rest  with  deeper  quietude  I 

0  shapes  and  hoes,  dim  beckoning, 

throi;^h 
Yon  mountam  gaps,  my  longing  view 
Beyond  the  purple  and  the  blue. 

To  stiUer  sea  and  greener  land, 

And  softer  lights  and  airs  more  bland, 

And  skies,  — the  hollow  of  God*s  band  I 

Transfused  through  you,  O  mountain 

friends ! 
With  mine  your  solemn  spirit  blends, 
And  life  no  more  hath  separate  ends. 

1  read  each  misty  mountain  sign, 

I  know  the  voice  of  wave  and  pine. 
And  I  am  yours,  and  ye  are  mine. 

Life*8  burdens  fall,  its  discords  cease, 

!  lapse  into  the  glad  release 

Of  nature's  own  exceeding  peace. 

O,  welcome  calm  of  heart  and  mind  I 
As  fells  yon  fir-tree's  loosened  rind 
To  leave  a  tenderer  growth  behind. 

So  faU  the  weary  years  away ; 
A  child  again,  my  head  I  lav 
Upon  the  lap  of  this  sweet  aay. 

Thiswestem  wind  hath  Lethean  powers, 
Yon  noonday  cloud  nepenthe  showers, 
The  lake  is  white  with  lotus-flowers  1 


Even  Duty's  voice  is  £iint  and  low.  ^ 
And  slumberous  Conscience,  wakii 

slow, 
Foigets  her  blotted  scroll  to  show. 


ng 


The  Shadow  which  pursues  ob  411, 
Whose  ever-nearing  steps  appall, 
Whose  voice  we  hear  behind  us  caJl,  — ' 

That  Shadow  blends  with   mountain 

It  speaks  butwhatthe  lightwaves  say,  — 
Death  walks  apart  fiom  Fear  to-day  I 

Rocked  on  her  breast,  these  pinoand  I 
Alike  on  Nature's  love  rely  ;^ 
And  equal  seems  to  live  or  die. 

Assured  that  He  whose  presence  filb 
With  light  the  spaces  of  these  hills 
No  evil  to  his  creatures  wills. 

The  simple  feith  remains,  that  He 
Will  do,  whatever  that  mav  be, 
The  best  alike  for  man  and  tree* 

What  mosses  over  one  shall  grow. 
What  light  and  life  the  other  know^ 
Unanxious,  leaving  Him  to  show. 

II.    EVENING. 

Yon  mountain's  side  is  black  with  ni^t. 
While,  broad-orbed,  o'er  its  gleaniing 
crown 

The  moon,  slow-roundii%  into  sight. 
On  the  hushed  inland  sea  looks  down 

How  start  to  light  the  clustering  isles. 
Each  silver-hemmed  I    How  aharphr 
show 

The  shadows  of  their  rocky  piles, 
And  tree-tops  in  the  wave  below  I 

How  far  and  strange  the  mountains 
seem, 
Dim-looming  through  the  pale,  still 
light  I 
The  vague,  vast  grouping  of  a  dream, 
They  stretch  into  the  solemn  nig^L 

Beneath,  lake,  wood,  and  peopled  va]& 
Hushed  by  that  presence  grand  ana 
grave. 

Are  silent,  save  the  cricket's  wail, 
And  low  response  of  leaf  and  wave. 
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Fair  scenes  i  whereto  the  Day  and  Night 
Make  rival  love,  I  leave  ye  soon. 

What  time  before  the  eastern  light 
The  pale  ghost  of  the  setting  moon 

t 

Shall  hide  behind  yon  rockv  spines, 
And  the  young  archer,  Mom,  ^all 
break 

His  arrows  on  the  m<luntain  pines, 
Andfgolden-sandalled,  walk  the  lake  I 

Farewell  I  aroond  thb  smiling  bay 
Gay-hearted    Health,  and    Life   in 
bloom. 
With  lighter  steps   than    mine,  may 
stray 
In  radiant  summers  yet  to  come. 

But  none  shall  more  regretful  leave 
These  waters  and  these  hills  than  I : 

Or,  distant,  fonder  dream  how  eve 
Or  dawn  is  painting  wave  and  sky ; 

How  risne  moons  shine  sad  and  mild 
On  wooded  isle  amd  silvering  bay ; 

Or  setting  suns  beyond  the  piled 
And  purple  mountains  lead  the  day ; 

Nor  laiKhing  girl,  nor  bearding  boy. 
Nor  full-pubed  manhood,  Imgenng 
here. 

Shall  add,  to  life's  aboundimc  joy. 
The  chainned  repose  to  su££nng  dear. 

Stin  waits  kind  Nature  to  impart  ^ 
Her  choicest  gifts  to  such  as  gain 

An  entrance  to  her  loving^  heart 
fbrou^h  the  sharp  discipline  of  pain. 

Forever  from  the  Hand  that  takes 
One  blessing  from  us  others  fall ; 

Andj  soon  or  late,  our  Father  makes 
His  perfect  recompense  to  all  I 

O,  watched  b^  Silence  and  the  Night, 
And  folded  in  the  strong  embrace 

Of  the  great  mountains,  with  the  light 
Of  the  sweet  heavens  upon  thy  face, 

Lake  of  the  Northland  (  keep  thy  dower 
Of  beauty  still,  and  while  above 

Thy  solemn  mountains  speak  of  power. 
Be  thou  the  mirror  of  God's  love. 
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THE  HERMIT  OF  THE  THE- 
BAID. 

O  STRONG,  upwelling  prayers  of  fiiith, 
From  inmost  founts  of  life  ye  start,  — 

The  spirit's  pulse,  the  vital  breath 
Of  soul  and  heart  I 

From  pastoral  toil,  from  traffic's  din. 
Alone,  in  crowds,  at  home,  abroad, 

Unheard  of  man,  ye  enter  in 
The  ear  of  God. 

Ye  brook  no  fovced  and  measured  tasks. 
Nor  weary  rote,  nor  formal  chains ; 

The  simple  heart,  that  freely  asks 
In  love,  obtains. 

For  man  the  living  temple  is : 
The  mercv-seat  and  cherubim, 

And  all  the  holv  mysteries, 
He  bears  with  him. 

And  most  avails  the  prayer  of  love. 
Which,  wordless,    shapes   itself  in 
deeds. 

And  wearies  Heaven  for  naught  abov« 
Our  common  needs. 

Which  brings  to  God's  all-perfect  will 
That  trust  of  his  undoubting  child 

Whereby  all  seeming  good  and  ill 
Are  reconciled. 

And,  seeking  not  for  special  signs 

Of  favor,  is  content  to  fiall 
Within  the  providence  which  shines 

And  rains  on  all. 

Alone,  the  Thebaid  hermit  leaned 
At  noontime  o'er  the  sacred  word. 

Was  it  an  angel  or  a  fiend 
Whose  voice  he  heard  ? 

It  broke  the  desert's  hush  of  awe, 
A  human  utterance,  sweet  and  mild; 

And,  looking  up,  the  hermit  saw 
A  little  child. 

A  child,  with  wonder-widened  eyes, 
O'erawed  and  troubled  by  the  sight 

Of  hot,  red  sands,  and  brazen  skies, 
And  anchorite 
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"What  dost  tboa  here,  poor  man?  No 
shaife 
Of  cool,  green  doums,  nor  giass»  nor 
wen, 
N<»'  ooni,  nor  Tines.*'     The  hermit 
said : 
*"  With  God  I  dwelL     ' 

**  Alone  with  Him  in  this  great  calm, 
I  live  not  bv  the  outward  sense ; 

Mv  Nile  his  love,  my  sheltering  palm 
His  providence." 

The  child  ipzed  round  him.  **  Does 
God  live 

Here  only? —  where  the  desert's  rim 
Is  green  with  corn,  at  mwn  and  eve, 

J^t  pray  to  Htm. 

**  My  brother  tills  beside  the  Nile 
His  little  field :  beneath  the  leaves 

M  v  sisters  sit  and  spin  the  while. 
My  mother  weaves. 

*'  And  when  the  millet's  ripe  heads  (all. 
And  all  the  bean-field  hangs  in  pod. 

My  mother  smiles,  and  says  that  all 
Are  gifts  from  God. 

"  And  when  to  share  our  evening  meal, 
She  calls  the  stranger  at  the  doer. 

She  says  God  fills  the  hands  that  deal 
Food  to  the  poor." 

Adown  the  hermit's  wasted  cheeks 
Glistened  the  flow  of  human  tears ; 

"Dear  Lord!"  he  said,   "thy  angel 
speaks, 
Thy  lervant  hears." 

Within  his  arms  the  child  he  took. 
And  thought  of  home  and  life  with 
men ; 

And  all  his  pilgrim  feet  forsook 
Returned  again. 

The  palmy  shadows  cool  and  long. 
The  eyes  that  smiled  through  lavish 
locks. 

Home's  cradle-hymn  and  harvest-song. 
And  bleat  of  flocks. 

*'  O  child  1 "  he  said,  "  thou  teachest  me 
There  is  do  place  where  God  is  not ; 


That  kvvc  win  make,  «here*er  it  be, 
A  holy  spot." 

He  rose  from  off  die  desert  sand. 
And,  leaning  on  his  staff  of  thorn, 

^'ent,  with  the  young  child,  hand-in- 
hand. 
Like  night  with  mom. 

They  croased  the  desert's  banning  line, 
And  heard  the  palm-tree's  nistling 
fon. 

The  Nile-bird's  cry.  the  km  of  kme. 
And  voice  of  man. 

UnquestioninK,  his  childish  guide 
He  followedas  the  small  hand  led 

To  where  a  woman,  gentle-eyed. 
Her  distaff  fed. 

She  rose,  she  clasped  her  truant  boy. 
She  thanked  the  stranger  with  ner 
eyes. 

The  hennit  gazed  in  doubt  and  joy 
And  dumb  surprise. 

And  lo  !  —  with  sudden  warmth  and 
light 

A  tender  memory  thrilled  his  frame ; 
New-bom,  the  wond-lost  anchorite 

A  man  became. 

"  O  sister  of  El  Zara's  race. 

Behold  me  ! — had  we  not  one  moth' 
er?" 
She  gazed  into  the  stranger's  fitoe ;  — 

"  Thou  art  my  brother?  " 

**  O  kin  of  blood !  —  Thy  life  of  use      « 
And  patient  trust  is  more  than  mine; 

And  >K-iser  than  the  gray  recluse 
This  child  of  thine. 

*'  For,  taught  of  htm  whom  God  hath 
sent,^ 

That  toil  is  praise,  and  love  is  prayeK 
I  come,  life's  cares  and  pains  content 

With  thee  to  share." 

Even  as  his  foot  the  threshold 
The  hermit's  better  life  began : 

\\s  holiest  saint  the  Thebaid  loeb 
And  found  a  man  1 
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No  more  these  simple  flowers  belong 
To  Scottish  maid  and  lover ; 

Sown  in  the  common  soil  of  song. 
They  bloom  the  wide  world  over. 

In  smiles  and  tears,  in  sun  and  show- 
ers, 

The  mrastrel  and  the  heather, 
The  deathless  singer  and  the  flowers 

He  sang  of  live  together. 

Wild  heather-bell$  and  Robert  Bums  ! 

The  moorland  flower  and  peasant  I 
Mow,  at  their  mention,  memory  turns 

Her  pages  old  and  pleasant  I 

The  gray  skv  wears  again  its  gold 

And  purple  of  adorning, 
And  manhood's  noonday  shadows  hold 

The  dews  of  boyhood  s  morning. 

The  dews  that  washed  the  dust  and  soil 
From  oiF  the  wings  of  pleasure. 

The  sky,  that  flecked  the  ground  of  toil 
With  golden  threads  ofieisure. 

I  call  to  mind  the  summer  day, 

The  early  harvest  mowing, 
The  sky  with  son  and  clouds  at  play, 

And  flowers  with  breezes  blowing. 

I  hear  the  blackbird  in  the  com. 

The  locust  in  the  haying ; 
And,  like  the  fabled  hunter's  horn, 

Old  tunes  my  heart  is  playing. 

How  oft  that  day,  with  fond  delay, 
I  sought  the  maple's  shadow, 

And  sang  with  Bums  the  hours  away. 
Forgetful  of  the  meadow  I 

Bees  hummed,  birds  twittered,  over- 
head 

I  heard  the  sciuirrels  leaping, 
The  good  dog  listened  while  I  read. 

And  wagged  hia  tail  in  keeping. 

I  watched  him  while  in  sportive  mood 
I  read  "  Tfu  Two.  Dogt^  "  story, 


And  half  believed  he  understood 
The  poet's  allegory. 

Sweet  day,  sweet  songs  I — The  golden 
hours 
Grew  brishter  for  that  singing. 
From  brook  and  bird    and   meadow 
flowers 
A  dearer  welcome  bringing. 


New 


home-seen    Nature 


light    on 
beamed. 
New  glory  over  Woman ; 
And  daily  life  and  duty  seemed 
No  longer  poor  and  common. 

I  woke  to  And  the  simple  truth 

Of  fact  and  feeling  better 
Than  all  the  dreams  that  held  my  youth 

A  still  repining  debtor  : 

That  Nature  gives  her  handmaid.  Art, 
The  themes  of  sweet  discoursing ; 

The  tender  idyls  of  the  heart 
In  every  tongue  rehearsing. 

Why  dream  of  lands  of  gold  and  pearl, 

Of  loving  knight  and  lady. 
When  farmer  boy  and  barefoot  giil 

Were  wandering  there  already  ? 

I  saw  through  all  familiar  things 

The  romance  underlying : 
The  io^s  and  eriefs  that  {iluroe  the  wings 

Of  Fancy  skyward  flying. 

I  saw  the  same  blithe  day  return, 
The  same  sweet  fall  of  even, 

That  rose  on  wooded  Craigie-buro, 
And  sank  on  crystal  Devon. 

I  matched  with  Scotland's  heathery  hills 
The  sweet-brier  and  the  clover  ; 

With  Ayr  and  Doon,  my  native  rills. 
Their  wood-hymns  chanting  over. 

O'er  rank  and  pomp,  as  he  had  seen, 

I  saw  the  Man  uprising ; 
No  longer  common  or  unclean, 

The  child  of  God's  baptizing  I 

With  clearer  eyes  I  saw  the  worth 

Of  life  among  the  lowly  ; 
The  Bible  at  his  Cotter's  hearth 

Had  made  my  own  more  holy. 
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And  if  at  tiroes  an  evil  strain. 

To  lawless  love  appealing. 
Broke  in  upon  the  sweet  xefrain 

Of  pure  and  healthful  feeling, 

It  died  upon  the  eye  and  ear. 
No  inward  answer  gaining ; 

No  heart  had  I  to  see  or  hear 
The  discord  and  the  staining. 

Let  those  who  never  erred  for^get 
His  worth,  in  vain  bewailings ; 

Sweet  Soul  of  Song  I  —  I  own  my  debt 
Uncancelled  by  his  failings  I 

Lament  who  will  the  ribald  line 
Which  tells  his  lapse  from  duty, 

How  kissed  the  maddening  lips  of  wine 
Or  wanton  ones  of  beauty  ; 

But  think,  while  £dls  that  shade  be- 
tween 

The  erring  one  and  Heaven, 
That  he  who  loved  like  Magdalen, 

Like  her  may  be  forgiven. 

Not  his  the  song  whose  thunderous 
chime 

Eternal  echoes  render,  — 
The  mournful  Tuscan's  haunted  rhyme. 

And  Milton's  starry  splendor  I 

But  who  his  human  heart  has  laid 
To  Nature's  bosom  nearer  ? 

Who  sweetened  toil  like  him,  or  paid 
To  love  a  tribute  dearer? 

Through  all  his  tuneful  art,  how  strong 
The  human  feeling  gushes  ! 

The  very  moonlight  of  his  song 
Is  warm  with  smiles  and  blushes  1 

Give  lettered  pomp  to  teeth  of  Time, 
So  "  Bonnie  Doon  "  but  tarry  ;, 

Blot  out  the  Epic's  stately  rhyme, 
But  spare  his  Highland  Mary  I 
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The  years  are  many  since  his  hand 

Was  laid  upon  my  head. 
Too  weak  and  young  to  understand 

The  serious  words  he  said. 


Yet  often  now  the  gottd  man's  UmA 

Before  me  seems  to  kwim, 
As  if  some  inward  feeling  took 

The  outward  guise  of  him. 

As  xty  in  passion's  heated  war, 
Or  near  temptation's  charm. 

Through  him  the  low-voiced  monitor 
Forewarned  me  of  the  harm. 

Stranger  and  pilgrim  I  —  from  that  day 

Of  meeting,  first  and  last, 
Wherever  Duty's  pathway  lay. 

His  reverent  steps  have  pa»ed. 

The  poor  to  feed,  the  lost  to  seek. 

To  proffer  life^  to  death, 
Hope  to  the  erring,  —  to  the  weak 

1  he  strength  of  his  own  fruth. 

Toplead  the  captive's  right ;  remove 
Ine  stingy  of  hate  from  Law ; 

And  soften  in  the  fire  of  love 
The  hardened  steel  of  War. 

He  walked  the  dark  world,  in  the  mUd. 

Still  guidance  of  the  Light : 
In  tearful  tenderness  a  chud, 

A  strong  man  in  the  right 

From  what  great  perils,  on  his  way, 
He  found,  in  prayer,  release  ; 

Through  what  abysmai  shadows  lay 
His  pathway  unto  peace, 

God  knoweth  :  we  could  only  see 
The  tranquil  strength  he  gained ; 

The  bondage  lost  in  liberty, 
The  fear  m  love  unfeigned. 

And  I,  —  my  youthful  fancies  grown 

The  habit  of  the  man. 
Whose  field  of  life  by  angels  sown 

The  wilding  vines  o'erran,  — 

Low  bowed  in  silent  gratitude, 
My  manhood's  heart  enjoys 

That  reverence  for  the  pure  and  good 
Which  blessed  the  dreaming  boy's. 

Still  shines  the  light  of  holy  lives 
Like  star-beams  over  doubt : 

Each  sainted  memory^  Christiikt,  drives 
Some  dark  poeseeaion  out 
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O  frieod  f  O  tnrother  I  not  in  Tsin 

Thjr  life  so  calm  and  true, 
rhe  silver  dropping  of  the  rain. 

The  fall  of  sununer  dew  I 

How  numy  burdened  hearts  have  prayed 

Their  lives  like  thine  mieht  be  ! 
But  more  shall  pray  henceforth  for  aid 
,  To  lay  them  down  like  thee. 

With  weary  hand,  yet  steadfiut  will. 

In  old  age  as  in  youth, 
Tbv  Matter  found  thee  sowing  still 

The  good  seed  of  his  truth. 

As  on  thy  task-field  closed  the  day 

In  goloen-skied  decline. 
His  ansel  met  thee  on  the  way. 

And  Tent  his  sum  to  thine. 

Thv  latest  care  for  man,  —  thy  last 
Of  earthly  thought  a  prayer,  — 

O,  who  thy  mantle,  backward  cast. 
Is  worthy  now  to  wear? 

Methinks  the  mound  which  marks  thy 
bed 

Might  bless  our  land  and  save. 
As  rose,  of  old.  to  life  the  dead 

Who  touchea  the  prophet's  grave  I 
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OifB  day,  along  the  electric  wire 
His  manly  word  for  Freedom  sped ; 

We  came  next  mom :  that  tongue  of  fire 
Said  only,  *'  He  who  spake  is  dead  I  " 

Dead  I  while  his  voice  was  living  yet. 
In  echoes  round  the  pillared  dome  I 

Dead  I  while  his  blotted  page  lay  wet 
With  themes  of  state  and  loves  of 
home  1 

Dead  I  in  that  crowning  grace  of  time. 
That  triumph  of  life's  zenith  hour  ! 

Dead  !  while  we  watched  his  manhood's 
pnme 
Break  from  the  slow  bud  into  flower  \ 


Dead  I  he  to  great,  and  strong,  and 
wise, 
While  the  mean  thousands  yet  drew 
breath; 
How  deepened,  through  that  dread  sur- 
prise. 
The  m)'stery  and  the  awe  of  death  I 

From  the  high  place  whereon  our  votes 
Had  borne  hun,  dear,  calm,  earnest, 
fell 

His  first  words,  like  the  prelude  notes 
Of  some  great  anthem  yet  to  swelL 

We  seemed  to  see  our  flag  unfurled. 
Our  champion  waiting  m  his  place 

For  the  last  oattle  of  the  world,  — 
The  Armageddon  of  the  race. 

Through  him  we  hoped  to  speak  th% 
word 
Which  wins  the  freedom  of  a  land  ; 
And  lift,  for  human  right,  the  sword 
Which  dropped  from  Hampden's  dy> 
ing  hand. 

For  he  had  sat  at  Sidney's  feet. 
And  walked  with  Pyra   and  Vane 
apart: 
And.  throuffh  the  centuries,  felt  the  beat 
Ot  Freedom's  march  in  Cromwell's 
heart. 

He  knew  the  paths  the  worthies  held. 
Where  England's   best  and  wisest 
trod; 
And,  lingering,  drank  the  springs  that 
welled 
Beneath  the  touch  of  Milton's  rod. 

No  wild  enthusiast  of  the  right, 
Self'poised  and  clear,  he  showed  al- 
way 

The  coolness  of  his  northern  nteht. 
The  ripe  repose  of  autumn's  day. 

His  steps  were  slow,  yet  forward  still 
He  pressed  where  others  paused  or 
niled ; 
The  calmstarclomb  with  constant  will, — 
The   restless   meteor    flashed    and 
paled  t 
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SkiHed  in  its  subtlest  wile,  he  knew 
And  owned  the  higher  ends  of  Law; 

Still  rose  majestic  on  his  view 
The  awful  Shape  the  schoolman  saw. 

Her  home  the  heart  of  God :  her  voice 
The  choral  harmonies  whereby 

The  Stan,  through  all  their  spheres,  re- 
joice, 
The  rhythmic  rtile  of  earth  and  sky  1 

We  saw  his  great  powers  misapplied 
To  poor  ambitions ;  yet,  through  all. 

We  saw  him  take  the  weaker  side. 
And  right  the  wronged,  and  free  the 
thralL 

Now,  looking  o'er  the  frozen  North 
For  one  like  him  in  word  and  act, 

To  call  her  old,  free  spirit  forth, 
And  give  her  fidth  the  life  of  &ct,  — 

To  break  her  party  bonds  of  shame, 
And  labor  with  the  zeal  of  him 

To  make  the  Democratic  name 
Of  Liberty  the  synonyme,  — 


I      We  sweep  the  land  from  hill  to  strand. 
We  seek  the  strong,  the  wise,  the 
brave, 
And,  sad  of  heart,  return  to  stand 
In  silence  by  a  new-made  grave  I 

There,  where  his  breezy  hills  of  home 
Look  out  upon  his  sail-white  seas, 

The  sounds  of  winds  and  waters  corne, 
And  shape  themselves  to  words  like 
these: 

"Why,  murmuring,  mourn   that   he, 

whose  power 
,  Was  lent  to  Party  over-long, 
Heard  the  still  whisper  at  the  hour 
He  set  his  foot  on  Party  wrong  ? 

*'  The  human  life  that  closed  so  well 
No  lapse  of  folly  now  can  stain  : 

The  lips  whence  Freedom's  protest  fell 
No  meaner  thought  can  now  profane. 

**  Mightier  than  living  voice  his  grave 
That  lofty  protest  utters  o'er  ; 

Through  roaring  wind  and  smiting  wave 
It  speaks  his  hate  of  wrong  once 
more. 


**  Men  of  the  North  I  your  weak  regraC 
Is  wasted  here ;  arise  and  pay 

To  freedom  and  to  him  your  debt. 
By  following  where  he  led  the  way  i " 


THE  DREAM   OF   PIO   NONO.. 

It  chanced,  that  while   the   piovs 

troops  of  France 
Fought    in    the   crasade    Pio   None 

[Hreached, 
What  time  the  holy  Bouibons  stayed 

his  hands 
(The  Hur  and  Aaron  meet  for  Mich  a 

Moses), 
Stretched  forth  from  Naples  toward* 

rebellious  Rome 
To  bless  the  ministry  of  Oudinot, 
And  sanctify  his  iron  homilies 
And  sharp  persuasions  of  the  bayonet, 
That  the  great  pontiff  fell  asleep,  arn) 

dresuned. 

He  stood  by  Lake  Tiberias,  in  tlw 

sun 
Of  the  bright  Orient :  and  beheld  th 

lame. 
The  sick,  and  blind,  kneel  at  the  Mas 

ter's  feet. 
And  rise  up  whole.    And,  sweetly  ov»: 

all. 
Dropping  the  ladder  of  their  hymn  o/ 

praise 
From  neaven  to  earth,  in  silver  round/ 

of  song. 
He  heard  the  blessed  angels  sing  */ 

peace. 
Good-will  to  man,  and  glory  to  th/ 

Lord. 

Then  one,  with  feet  unshod,  and 
leathern  £iice 

Hardened  and  darkened  by  fierce  sum- 
mer suns 

And  hot  winds  of  the  desert,  dosef 
drew 

His  fisher's  haick,  and  girded  up  hil 
loins. 

And  si>ake,  as  one  who  nad  authority  i 

**  Come  thou  wtth  me.'' 
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Lakeside  and  eastern  sky 
And  the  sweet  song  of  angels  passed 

away. 
And,  with  a  dream's  alacrity  of  chanee, 
The  priest,  and  the  swart  nsher  by  his 

side. 
Beheld  the  Eternal  City  lift  its  domes 
And  solemn  ianes   and   monumental 

pomp 
Above  the  waste  Campagna.    On  the 

hills 
The  blaze  of  baming  villas  rose  and  fell, 
And  momeotlv  the  mortar's  iron  throat 
Roared  from  tne  trenches ;  and,  within 

the  walls. 
Sharp  crash  <^  shells,  low  groans  of  hu- 
man pain. 
Shout,  drum  beat,  and  the  clanging 

larum-bell. 
And  tramp  of  hosts,  sent  up  a  mingled 

sound, 
Half  wail  and  half  defiance.    As  they 


The  gate  of  San  Pancrazio,  human 

blood 
Flowed  ankle-high  about  them,  and 

dead  men 
Choked  the  long  street  with  gashed 

and  gor^  piles, — 
A  ghastl^r  barricade  of  mangled  flesh, 
FVora  which,  at  times,  quivered  a  living 

hand. 
And  white  lips  moved  and  moaned.    A 

fiither  tore 
His  gray  hairs,  by  the  body  of  his  son. 
In  frenzy ;  and  his  fair  young  daughter 

wept 
On  his  old  bosom.     Suddenly  a  flash 
Qove  the  thick  sulphurous  air,  and 

man  and  maid 
Sank,  crushed  and  mangled   by  the 

shattering  shell. 

Th(n  spake  the  Galilean:  "Thou 

hast  seen 
The  blessed  Master  and  his  works  of 

love; 
Look  now  on  thine  I    Hear'st  thou  the 

angels  sing 
Above  this  open  hell?    Thou  God's 

high-pnest  I 
Thou  the  vicegerent  of  the  Prince  of 

Peace  1 
Thou  the  successor  of-  his  chosen  ones  I   I 


I,  Peter,  fisherman  of  Galilee, 

In  the  dear  Master's  name,  and  for 
the  love 

Of  his  true  Church,  proclaim  thee  Anti- 
christ, 

AKen  and  separate  from  his  holy  iaith. 

Wide  as  the  difference  between  death 
and  life, 

The  hate  of  man  and  the  great  love  of 
God  I 

Hence,  and  repent  1 " 

Thereat  the  pontiff  woke. 

Trembling,  and  muttering  o'er  his  fear- 
ful dream. 

"What  means  he?"  cried  the  Bour- 
bon.    "  Nothing  more 

Than  that  your  majesty  hath  all  too 
well 

Catered  for  your  poor  guests,  and  that, 
in  sooth, 

Tlie  Holy  Father's  supper  troubleth 
him^" 

Said  Cardmal  Antonelli,  with  a  smile. 


TAULER. 

Taulbr,  the  preacher,  walked,  one 

autumn  day. 
Without  the  walls  of  Strasburg,  by  the 

Rhine, 
Pondering  the  solemn  Miracle  of  Life ; 
As  one  who,  wandering  in  a  starless 

night. 
Feels,  momently,  the  jar  of  unseen 

waves. 
And  hears  the  thunder  of  an  unknown 

sea. 
Breaking  along  an  unimagined  shore. 

And  as  he  walked  he  prayed.    Even 

the  same 
Old  prayer  with  which,  for  half  a  score 

of  years, 
Morning,  and  noon,  and  evening,  lip 

and  heart 
Had  groaned :  "  Have  pity  upon  me^ 

Lord  I 
Thou  seest,  while  teaching  others,  I 

am  blind. 
Send  me  a  man  who  can  direct  my 

steps  1" 
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Then,  m  he  mused,  he  heard  along 
his  path 
A  sound  as  of  an  old  man's  staff  among 
The  dry,  dead  linden-leaves ;  and,  look- 
ing up.  ,  . 
He  saw  a  stranger,  weak,  and  poor, 

and  old. 

"  Peace  be  unto  thee,  fether  I "  Tau- 

ler  said, 
••  God  give  thee  a  good  day  I       The 

old  man  raised 
Slowly  his  calm  blue  eyes.     "  I  thank 

thee,  son ; 
But  tUl  my  days  are  good,  and  none 

are  Ul." 

Wondering    thereat,    the    preacher 

spake  again, 
•*  God  give  thee  happy  life."    The  old 

man  smiled, 
*'  I  never  am  unhappy." 

Tauler  laid 
His  hand  upon  the  stranger's  coarse 

gray  sleeve: 
"  Tell  me,  O  father,  what  thy  strange 

words  mean. 
Surely  man's  days  are  evil,  and  his 

Hie 
Sad  as  the  grave  it  leads  to."    *'  Nay, 

my  son, 
Our  times  are  in  God's  hands,  and  all 

our  days 
Are  as  our  needs :  for  shadow  as  for 

sun, 
For  cold  as  heat,  for  want  as  wealth, 

alike 
Our  thanks  are  due,  since  that  is  best 

which  is ; 
And  that  which  is  not,  sharing  not  his 

life, 
Is  evil  only  as  devoid  of  good. 
And  for  the  happiness  of  which  I  spake, 
I  find  it  in  submission  to  his  will, 
And  calm  trust  in  the  holy  Trinity 
Of  Knowledge,    Goodness,    and   Al- 
mighty Power.'* 

Silently  wondering,  for  a  little  space. 
Stood  the  great    preacher;    then  he 

spake  as  one 
Who,  suddenly  grappling  with  a  haunt- 
ing thought 


Which  long  has  followed, 

through  the  dark 
Strange  terrors,  drags  it,  shrieking,  into 

light: 
"  What  if  God's  will  consign  thee  henof 

to  Hell?" 


«« 


Then,"  said  the  stranger,  cheerily, 

"  be  it  so. 
What  Hell  may  be  I  know  not ;  this  I 

know, — 
I  cannot  lose  the  presence  of  the  Lord : 
One  arm.  Humility,  takes  hold  upon 
His  dear  Humanity  .*  the  other.  Love, 
Clasps  his  Divinity.     So  where  I  eo 
He  goes :  and  better  fire-walled  Hell 

with  Him 
Than  golden-gated  Pandiae  withottt" 

Tears  sorang  in  Tauler's  eyes.    A 

sudden  tight, 
Like  the  first  ray  which  fell  on  chaos, 

clove 
Apart   the   shadow  wherein   he   had 

walked 
Darkly  at  noon.    And,  as  the  strange 

old  man 
Went  his  slow  way,  until  his  silver  hair 
Set  like  the  white  moon  where  the  hills 

of  vine 
Slope  to  the  Rhine,  he  bowed  his  head 

and  said : 
"My  prayer  is  ai»wered.    God  bath 

sent  the  man 
Long  sought,  to  teach  me,  by  his  sim- 
ple trust 
Wisdom  the  weary  schodmen  never 

knew." 

So,  entering  with  a   changed   and 

cheerful  step 
The  city  gales,  he  saw,  fiir  down  the 

street,  , 

A  mighty  shadow  break  the  fight  of 

noon, 
Which  tracing  backward  till  ite  airy 

lines 
Hardened  to  stony  plinths,  he  raised 

his  eyes 
O'er  broad  fo^ade  and  lofty  pediment 
O'er  architrave  and  fiiese  and  sainted 

niche. 
Up  the  stone  lace-wortt  dAieUed  bf 

tbt  wise 
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Envin  of  SteinlMich,  dixzily  op  to  where 

Id  the  noon-brightness  the  great  Min- 
ster's tower, 

Jewelled  with  sunbeams  on  its  mural 
crown. 

Rose  like  a  visible  prayer.  "  Behold  I " 
he  said, 

**  The  stranger's  &ith  made  plain  be- 
fore mme  eyes. 

As  yonder, tower  outstretches  to  the 
earth 

The  dark  triangle  of  its  shade  alone 

When  the  dear  day  is  shining  on  its 
top, 

So,  darkness  in  the  pathway  of  Man's 
Ufe 

Is  but  the  shadow  of  God's  providence, 

By  the  great  Sun  of  Wisdom  cast 
thereon ; 

And  what  is  dark  below  is  light  in 
Heaven." 


LINES, 

SVGGBSTRD  BY  READING  A  STATB  PA- 
PCIC,  WHBRJKIN  THE  HIGHER  LAW  IS 
INVOKED  TO  SUSTAIN  THE  LOWER 
ONE. 

A  PIOUS  magistrate  !  sound  his  praise 

throuf^hout 
The  wondering  churches.    Who  shall 
henceforth  doubt 
That    the   long-wished   millennium 
draweth  nigh  ? 
Sin  in  high  places  has  become  devout. 
Tithes  mint,  goes  painful-faced,  and 

prays  its  ne 
Strai^^ht  up  to  Heaven,  and  calls  it 
piety] 

The  pirate,  watching  from  his  bloody 
deck 
The  weltering  galleon,  heavy  with 
the  gold 

Of  Acapulco,  holding  death  in  check 
While  prayers  are  said,  brows  crossed, 
and  beads  are  told,  — 

The  robber,  kneeling  where  the  way- 
side cross 

On  dark  Abruzxo  tells  of  life's  dread 
loss 


From  his  own  carbine,  glaodng  stilt 

abroad 
For  some  new  victim,  offering  thanks 

to  God  I  — 
Rome,  listening  at  her  altars  to  the  cry 
Of  midnight  Murder,  while  her  hounds 

of  hell 
Scour  France,  from  baptized   cannon 

and  holy  bell 
And  thousand-throated   prie!*<thood, 

loud  and  high, 
Pealing  Te  Deums  to  the  shudder- 
ing sky, 
"Thanks  to  the  Lord,  who  gi%eth 

victory  I " 
What  prove  these,  but  that  crime  was 

ne'er  so  black 
As  ghostly  cheer  and  pious  thanks  to 

lack? 
Satan  is  modest    At  Heaven's  door 

he  lays 
His  evil  offspring,  and,  in  Scriptural 

phrase 
And  saintly  posture,  gives  to  God  the 

praise 
And  honor  of  the  monstrous  progeny. 
What  marvel,  then,  in  our  own  tun* 

to  see 
His  old  devices,  smoothly  acted  o'er,  — 
Official  piety,  locking  ftst  the  door 
Of  Hope  against  three  million  souls  o( 

men,  — 
Brotheni,  God's  children,  Christ's  re- 
deemed, —  and  then, 
With  uprolled  eyeballs  and  on  bended 

knee. 
Whining  a  prayer  for  help  to  hide  the 

key  I 
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"  Why  urge  the  long,  unequal  fight. 
Since  Truth  has  fallen  in  the  street. 

Or  lift  anew  the  trampled  light. 
Quenched  by  the  needless  million'! 
feet? 

"Give  o'er  the  thankless  task;  for- 
sake 
The  fools  who  know  not  ill  firom 
gjood; 
Elat,  dnnk,  enjoy  thy  own,  and  take 
Thine  ease  among  the  multitude 


834 


MISCELLA  NEOUS, 


"  Live  out  thyself;  with  others  share 
Thy  proper  life  no  more  ;  assume 

The  unconcern  of  sun  and  air, 
For  life  or  death,  or  blight  or  bloom. 

**  The  mountain  pine  looks  calmly  on 
The  fires  that  scourge    the    plains 
below, 

Nor  heeds  the  eagle  in  the  sun 
The  small  birds  piping  in  the  snow  I 

"The  world  is  God's,  not  thine:  let 
him 

Work  out  a  change,  if  change  must  be : 
The  hand  that  planted  best  can  trim 

And  nurse  the  old  unfruitful  tree." 

So  spake  the  Tempter,  when  the  light 
Of  sun  and  stars  had  left  the  sky, 

I  listened,  through  the  cloud  and  night. 
And  heard,  methought,  a  voice  re- 
ply: 

"  Thy  task  may  well  seem  over-hard, 
Wno  scatterest  in  a  thankl^s  soil 

Thy  life  as  seed,  with  no  reward 
Save  that  which  Duty  gives  to  Toil. 

"*  Not  wholly  is  thy  heart  resigned 
To  Heaven's  benign  and  just  decree. 

Which,  linking  thee  with  all  thy  kind, 
Transmits  their  joys  and  griefs  to  thee. 

"Break    off  that    sacred    chain,    and 
turn 
Back  on  thyself  thy  love  and  care  ; 
Be  thou  thine  own  mean  idol,  bum 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Trust,  thy  children, 
there. 

**  Released  from  that  fraternal  law 
Which  shares  the  common  bale  and 
bliss. 

No  sadder  lot  could  Folly  draw, 
Or  Sin  provoke  from  Fate,  than  this. 

'*  The  meal  unshared  is  food  unblest ; 

Thou  hoard'st  in    vain    what    love 
should  spend ; 
Self-ease  is  pam  ;  thy  only  rest 

Is  labor  for  a  wortny  end. 

"A  toil  that  gains  with  what  it  yields, 
And  scatters  to  its  own  increase, 


And  hears,  while  sowii^  outward  f  eVlsi 
The  harvest-song  of  inward  peace. 

"  Fiee-linped  the  liberal  streamlets  run, 
Free^  snmes  for  all  the  healthful  ray : 

The  still  pool  stagnates  in  the  sun. 
The  lurid  earth-fire  haunts  decay  1 

"  What  is  it.  that  the  crowd  requite 
Thy  love  with  hate,  thy  truth  with 
lies  ? 

And  but  to  feith,  and  not  to  sight. 
The  walls  of  Freedom's  temple  rise? 

"  Yet  do  thy  work :  it  shall  succeed 
In  thine  or  in  another's  day ; 

And,  if  denied  the  victor's  meed, 
Thou  shalt  not  lack  the  toiler's  pay. 

"  Faith  shares  the  future's  promise : 
Love's 

Self-offering  is  a  triumph  won  ; 
And  each  good  thought  or  action  moves 

The  dark  world  nearer  to  the  sun. 

"  Then  faint  not,  £ilter  not,  nor  plead 
Thy  weakness ;  truth  itself  is  strone ; 
The  lion's  strength,  the  eagle's  speed, 
-  Are  not  alone  vouchsafed  to  wrong. 

"  Thy  nature,  which,  through  fire  and 
flood, 

To  place  or  gain  finds  out  its  way. 
Hath  power  to  seek  the  highest  good, 

And  duty's  holiest  call  obey  1 

"Strivest  thou   in   darkness? — Foes 
without 
In  league  with  traitor  thoughts  with- 
in : 
Thy  night-watch  kept  with  trembling 
Doubt 
And    pale  Remorse   the   ghost    of 
Sin?  — 

"  Hast  thou  not,  on  some  week  of  storm, 
Seen  the  sweet  Sabbath  breaking  fair. 

And  cloud  and  shadow,  sunlit,  form 
The  curtains  of  its  tent  of  prayer? 

"  So,  haply,  when  thy  task  shall  end. 
The  wrong  shall  lose  itself  in  right. 

And  all  thv  week-day  darkness  blena 
With  the  long  Sabbath  of  the  light  I  * 
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■  O  FOR  a  knight  like  Bayard, 
Without  reproach  or  fear ; 

My  light  glove  on  his  casque  of  steel, 
My  love-knot  on  his  spear  1 

"  O  fiw  the  white  plume  floating 
Sad  Zutphen's  field  above,  — 

The  Hon  heart  in  battle. 
The  woman's  heart  in  love  1 

•*  O  that  man  once  more  were  manly, 
Woman's  pride,  and  not  her  scorn  : 

That  once  more  the  pale  young  mother 
Dared  to  boast  *  a  man  is  bom '  I 

*•  But,  now  life's  slumberous  current 
No  sun-bowed  cascade  wakes  ; 

No  tall,  heroic  manhood 
The  level  dulness  breaks. 

"  O  for  a  knight  like  Bayard, 

Without  reproach  or  fear ! 
My  light  glove  on  his  casque  of  steel. 

My  love-knot  on  his  spear  1  " 

Then  I  said,  my  own  heart  throbbing 
To  the  time  her  proud  pulse  beat, 

"  Life  hath  its  regal  natures  yet,  — 
True,  tender,  brave,  and  sweet ! 

"  Smile  not,  fair  unbeliever  I 
One  man,  at  least,  I  know, 
Who  might  wear  the  crest  of  Bayard 

■  Or  Sidney's  plume  of  snow. 

"  Once,  when  over  purple  mountains 
Died  away  the  Grecian  sun, 

And  the  fiftf  Cyllenian  ranges 

Paled  and  darkened,  one  by  one,  — 

••  Fell  the  Turk,  a  bolt  of  thunder, 
Oeaving  all  the  quiet  sky,  ^ 

And  against  his  shaip  steel  lightnings 
Stood  the  Suliote  but  to  die. 

'*  Woe  for  the  weak  and  halting  I 

The  crescent  blazed  behind 
\  curving  line  of  sabres, 
like  Sre  before  the  wind  I 


"  Last  to  fly  and  first  to  rally, 

Rode  he  of  whom  I  speak, 
When,  groaning  in  his  bridle-nath. 

Sank  down  a  wounded  Greek. 

"  With  the  rich  Albanian  costume 
Wet  with  many  a  ghastly  stain, 

Gazing  on  earth  and  sky  as  one 
Who  might  not  gaze  again  I 

"  He  looked  forward  to  the  mountains. 
Back  on  foes  that  never  spare. 

Then  flung  him  firom  his  saddle. 
And  placed  the  stranger  there. 

"  •  Allah  1  hu  I  •    Through  flashing  sa- 
bres. 

Through  a  stormy  hail  of  lead. 
The  good  Thcssalian  charger 

Up  the  slopes  of  olives  sped. 

"Hot  spurred  the  turbaned  riders: 
He  almost  felt  their  breath. 

Where  a  mountain  stream  rolled  dark- 
ly down 
Between  the  hills  and  death. 

"  One  brave  and  manful  struggle,  — 

He  gained  the  solid  land. 
And  the  cover  of  the  mountains, 

And  the  carbihes  of  his  band  ! " 

"  It  was  very  ^eat  and  noble," 
Said  the  moist-eyed  listener  then, 

"  But  one  brave  deed  makes  no  hero ; 
Tell  me  what  he  since  hath  been  I  " 

"  Still  a  brave  and  generousmanhood. 
Still  an  honor  without  stain, 

In  the  prison  of  the  Kaiser, 
By  the  barricades  of  Seine. 

"  But  dream  not  helm  and  harness 

The  sign  of  valor  true  ; 
Peace  hath  higher  tests  of  manhood 

Than  battle  ever  knew. 

"Wouldst  know  him  now?     Behold 
him. 

The  Cadmus  of  the  blind. 
Giving  the  dumb  lip  language. 

The  idiot  clay  a  mind. 
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**  Walking  his  round  of  duty 

Serenely  day  by  day, 
With  the  strong  man  s  hand  of  labor 

And  childhood's  heart  of  play. 

**  True  as  the  knights  of  story, 
Sir  Lancelot  and  his  peers, 

Brave  in  his  calm  endurance 
As  they  in  tilt  of  spears. 

**  As  waves  in  stillest  waters. 

As  stars  in  noonday  skies, 
All  that  wakes  to  noble  action 

In  his  uooD  of  calmness  lies. 

••  Wherever  outraged  Nature 
Asks  word  or  action  brave. 

Wherever  struggles  labor, 
Wherever  groans  a  slave,  •— 

••  Wherever  rise  the  peoples, 

Wherever  sinks  a  throne, 
The  throbbing:  heart  of  Freedom  finds 

An  answer  m  his  own. 

"  Kntght  of  a  better  era. 

Without  reproach  or  fear  I 
Said  I  not  well  that  Bayards 

And  Sidneys  still  are  here  ?  " 


MY  DREAM. 

Tn  my  drearn,  methou^ht  I  trod. 
Yesternight,  a  mountain  road  ; 
Narrow  as  AI  Sirat's  span, 
High  as  eagle  s  flight,  it  ran. 

Overhead,  a  roof  of  cloud 
With  its  weight  of  thunder  bowed  ; 
Underneath,  to  left  and  rij^ht, 
Blankness  and  abysmal  night. 

Here  and  there  a  wild-flower  blushed, 
Now  and  then  a  bird-song  gushed  : 
Now  and  then,  through  rifts  cf  shade, 
Stars  shone  out,  and  sunbeams  played. 

But  the  goodly  company, 
Walking  in  that  path  with  me. 
One  by  one  the  brink  o'eralid. 
One  by  one  the  darkoeu  hki. 


Some  with  wailim  and  lament. 
Some  with  cheerwJ  courage  went ; 
But,  of  all  who  smiled  or  raoume^ 
Never  one  to  us  returned. 

Anxiously,  with  eye  and  ear, 
Questioning  that  shadow  drear. 
Never  hand  in  token  stirred. 
Never  answering  voice  I  heard  I 

Steeper,  darker  1  —  lo  1  I  felt 
From  my  feet  the  pathwav  melt 
Swallowed  by  the  black  despair, 
And  the  hungry  jaws  of  air. 

Past  the  stony-throated  caves, 
Strangled  by  the  wash  of  waves, 
Past  the  splintered  crags,  I  sank 
On  a  green  and  flowery  bank,  — 

Soft  as  fall  of  thistle-down. 
Lightly  as  a  cloud  is  blow^n. 
Soothingly  as  childhood  pressed 
To  the  bwsom  of  its  rest. 

Of  the  sharp-homed  rocks  instead. 
Green  the  grassy  meadows  spread. 
Bright  with  waters  singing  by 
Trees  that  propped  a  golden  sky. 

Painless,  trustful,  sorrow^free, 
Old  lost  faces  welcomed  me. 
With  whose  sweetness  of  content 
Still  expectant  hope  was  blent 

Waking  while  the  dawning  gray 
Slowlyprightened  into  day, 
Pondering  that  vision  fled, 
llius  unto  myself  I  said  :  — 


fi 


Steep,  and  hung  with  clouds  of  strifes 
Is  our  narrow  path  of  life  ; 
And  our  death  the  dreaded  fell 
Through  the  dark,  awaiting  alL 

"  So,  with  painful  steps  we  cGnib 
Up  the  dizxy  ways  of  time. 
Ever  in  the  shadow  shed 
By  the  forecast  of  our  dread. 

"  Dread  of  mystei^  solved  alonc^ 
Of  the  untried  and  unknown  ; 
Yet  the  end  thereof  may  seem 
Like  the  felling  of  my  dream. 


THE  BAREFOOT  BOY. 
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"  And  this  heart-consuming  care. 
All  our  fears  of  here  or  there. 
Change  and  absence,  loss  and  death, 
Prove  bat  simple  lack  of  faith." 

Thou,  O  Most  Compassionate  1 
Who  didst  stoop  to  our  estate, 
Drinking  of  the  cup  we  drain, 
Treading  in  our  path  of  pain,  — 

Through  the  doubt  and  mystery, 
Grant  to  us  thy  steps  to  see. 
And  the  grace  to  draw  firom  thence 
Laiger  hope  and  confidence. 

Show  thy  vacant  tomb,  and  let, 
As  of  old,  the  angels  sit, 
Whispering,  by  its  open  door  *. 
*'  Fear  not!  He  hath  gone  before  \ " 


THE  BAREFOOT  BOY. 

Blrssings  on  thee,  little  man, 
Barefoot  boy,  with  cheek  of  tan  1 
With  thy  tumed-up  panuloons. 
And  thy  merry  whistled  tunes  ; 
With  thy  red  lip,  redder  still 
Kisfied  by  strawberries  on  the  hill ; 
With  the  sunshine  on  thy  face. 
Through  thy  torn  brim's  jaunty  grace 
From  my  heart  I  give  thee  joy,  — 
I  vvas  once  a  barefoot  boy ! 
Prince  thou  art,  —  the  grown-up  man 
Only  is  republican. 
Let  the  million -doUared  ride  1 
Barefoot,  trudging  at  his  side. 
Thou  hast  more  tlian  he  can  buy 
In  the  reach  of  ear  and  eye^  — 
Outward  sunshine,  inward  joy : 
Blessings  on  thee,  barefoot  boy  ! 

O  for  boyhood's  painless  play, 
Sleep  that  wakes  in  laushing  day, 
Health  that  mocks  the  doctor's  rules. 
Knowledge  never  learned  of  schools, 
Of  the  wild  bee*5  morning  chase. 
Of  the  wild-flower's  time  and  place. 
Flight  of  fowl  and  habitude 
Of  the  tenants  of  the  wood ; 
How  the  tortoise  bears  his  shell, 
Viw  the  woodchuck  di^s  bis  cell, 
Ad^  the  groapd-roole  sinks  his  well : 


How  the  robin  feeds  her  young, 
How  the  oriole's  nest  is  hung ; 
Where  the  whitest  lilies  blow, 
Where  the  freshest  berries  grow. 
Where  the  groundnut  trails  its  vine. 
Where  the  wood-grape's  clusters  dhine  i 
Of  the  black  wasp's  cunning  way. 
Mason  of  his  walls  of  clay, 
And  the  architectural  plans 
Of  gray  hornet  artisans  !  — 
For,  eschewing  books  and  tasks, 
Nature  answers  all  he  asks ; 
Hand  in  hand  with  her  he  walks. 
Face  to  face  with  her  he  talks. 
Part  and  parcel  of  her  joy,  — 
Blessings  on  the  barefoot  boy ! 

O  for  boyhood's  time  of  June, 
Crowding  years  in  one  brief  moon. 
When  all  things  I  heard  or  saw, 
Me,  their  master,  waited  for. 
I  was  rich  ill  flowers  and  trees, 
Humming-birds  and  honey-bees ; 
For  my  sport  the  squirrel  played. 
Plied  the  snouted  mole  his  spadft; 
For  my  taste  the  blackberry  cone 
Purpled  over  hedge  and  stone ; 
Laughed  the  brook  for  my  delight 
Through  the  day  and  through  thenight 
Whispering  at  tlie  garden  wall. 
Talked  with  me  from  fall  to  fall : 
Mine  the  sand-rimmed  pickerel  pond. 
Mine  the  walnut  slopes  oeyond. 
Mine,  on  bending  orchard  trees, 
Apples  of  Hesperides  I 
Still  as  my  horizon  grew, 
Larger  grew  my  riches  too  ; 
All  the  world  I  saw  or  knew 
Seemed  a  complex  Chinese  toy. 
Fashioned  for  a  barefoot  boy  1 

O  for  festal  dainties  spread, 
Like  my  bowl  of  milk  and  bread,  — 
Pewter  spoon  and  bowl  of  wood, 
On  the  door-stone,  gray  and  rude  \ 
O'er  me,  like  a  regal  tent, 
Cloudy-ribbed,  the  sunset  bent, 
Purple-curtained,  fringed  with  gold, 
trooped  in  many  a  wind-swung  fold ; 
While  for  music  came  the  play 
Of  the  pied  frogs'  orchestra : 

1    And,  to  light  the  noisy  choir, 

J    Lit  the  fly  his  lamp  of  fire. 
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I  was  monarch  :  pomp  and  joy 
Waited  on  the  barefoot  boy  1 

Cheerily,  then,  my  little  man, 
Live  and  laugh,  as  boyhood  can  ! 
Though  the  flinty  slopes  be  hard, 
Stubble-speared  the  new-mown  sward, 
Every  mom  shall  lead  thee  through 
Fresh  baptisms  of  the  dew ; 
Every  evening  from  thy  feet 
Shall  the  cool  wind  kiss  the  heat : 
All  too  soon  these  feet  must  hide 
In  the  prison  cells  of  pride, 
Lose  the  freedom  of  tne  sod, 
Like  a  colt's  for  work  be  shod. 
Made  to  tread  the  mills  of  toil. 
Up  and  down  in  ceaseless  moil : 
Happy  if  their  track  be  found 
Never  on  forbidden  ground  ; 
Happy  if  they  sink  not  in 
Quick  and  treacherous  sands  of  sin. 
Ah  I  that  thou  couldst  know  thy  joy, 
Ere  it  passes,  barefoot  boy  I 


FLOWERS  IN  WINTER. 

PAINTBD  UPON  A   PORTE  LIVRB. 

How  stranee  to  greet,  this  frosty  mom, 
In  gracetul  counterfeit  of  flowers. 

These  children  of  the  meadows,  bom 
Of  sunshine  and  of  showers  I 

How  well  the  conscious  wood  retains 
The    pictures    of  its    flower  -  sown 
^  home,  — 

The  lights  and  shades,  the  purple  stains, 
And  golden  hues  of  bloom  I 

It  was  a  happy  thought  to  bring 
To  the  dark  season's  frost  and  rime 

This  painted  memory  of  spring. 
This  dream  of  summer-time. 

Our  hearts  are  lighter  for  its  sake, 
Our  fancy's  age  renews  its  youth, 

And  dim-remembered  fictions  take 
I'he  guise  of  present  truth. 

A  wizard  of  the  Merrimack,  — 
So  old  ancestral  legends  say,  — 


Could  call  green  leaf  and  blossom  bade 
To  frosted  stem  and  spray. 

The  dry  logs  of  the  cottage  wall. 
Beneath   his  touch,  put   out   their 
leaves ; 

The  clay-bound  swallow,  at  his  call. 
Played  round  the  icy  eaves. 

The  settler  saw  his  oaken  flail 
Take  bud,  and  bloom  before  his  eyes 

From  frozen  pools  he  saw  the  pale, 
Sweet  summer  lilies  rise. 

To  their  old  homes,  bv  man  profiuied, 
Came  the  sad  dryads,  exiled  long, 

And  through  their  leafy  tongues  com- 
plained 
Of  household  use  and  wrong. 

The  beechen  platter  sprouted  wild, 
The  pipkin  wore  its  old-time  green  ; 

The  cradle  o'er  the  sleeping  child 
Became  a  leafy  screen. 

Haply  our  gentle  friend  hath  met, 
While  wandering  in  her  sylvan  quest, 

Haunting  his  native  woodlands  yet. 
That  Druid  of  the  West ;  — 

And,  while  the  dew  on  leaf  and  flower 
Glistened  in    moonlight    dear   and 
still. 
Learned    the   dusk  wizard's   speU  of 
power. 
And  caught  his  trick  of  skill 

But  welcome,  be  it  new  or  old. 
The  gift  which  makes  the  day  morp 
bright. 

And  paints,  upon  the  ground  of  cold 
And  darkness,  warmth  and  light  I 

Without  is  neither  gold  nor  green  ;^ 
Within,  for  birds,  the  birch-logs  siog 

Yet,  summer-like,  we  sit  between 
The  autumn  and  the  spring. 

The  one,  with  bridal  blush  of  rose, 
And  sweetest   breath  of  woodl»tiA 
balm, 

And  one  whose  matron  lips  undos6 
In  smiles  of  saintly  calm. 


LINES. 
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FUl  soft  and  deep,  O  winter  snow  I 
The  sweet  azaiia's  oaken  dells. 

And  hide  the  bank  where  roses  blow, 
And  swing  the  azture  bells  1 

O'eriay  the  amber  violet's  leaves, 
The  parple  aster's  brookside  home, 

Guard  all  the  flowers  her  pencil  gives 
A  life  beyond  their  bloom. 

And  she,   when  spring  comes  round 
again, 

Bv  greening  slope  and  singing  flood 
Sliau  wan<kr,  seeking,  not  in  vain. 

Her  darlings  of  the  wood. 


THE  RENDITION. 

I  KBARO  the  train's  shrill  whistle  call, 
I  saw  an  earnest  look  beseech. 
And  rather  by  that  look  than  speech 

My  neighbor  told  me  alL 


And,  as  I  thought  of  Liberty 
Marched    hand-cuflFed    down 

sworded  street. 
The  solid  earth  beneath  my  feet 

Reeled  fluid  as  the  sea. 


that 


I  feh  a  sense  of  bitter  loss,  — 
Shame,  tearless  grief,  and   stifling 

wrath. 
And  loathing  fear,  as  if  my  path 

A  serpent  stretched  across. 

All  love  of  home,  all  pride  of  place. 
All  generous  confidence  and  trust, 
Sank  smothering  in  that  deep  disgust 

And  anguish  of  di^^ce. 

Down  on  my  native  hills  of  June, 
And  home's  green  quiet,  hiding  all. 
Fell  sudden  darkness  like  the  uU 

Of  midnight  upon  noon  1 

And  Law,  an  unloosed  maniac,  strone, 
Blood-drunken,  through  the  black- 
ness trod, 
Hoarse-shoutinc  in  the  ear  of  God 

The  Uasphemy  of  wrong. 


"  O  Mother,  from  thy  memories  proud. 
Thy  old  renown,  dear  Commonwealth, 
Lend  this  dead  air  a  breeze  of  heaith. 

And  smite  with  stars  this  cloud. 

*'  Mother  of  Freedom,  trise  and  bravfe. 
Rise  awfiil  in  thy  strength,"  I  said ;' 
Ah  me  !  I  spake  but  to  the  dead ; 

I  stood  upon  her  grave  I 

Uk  mo.,  1854. 


LINES, 

ON  THE  PASSAGE  OF  THE  BILL  TO 
PKOTECT  THE  RIGHTS  AND  LIBER- 
TIES OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE 
STATE  AGAINST  THE  FUGITIVE 
SLAVE    ACT. 

I  SAID  I  Stood  upon  thy  grave, 
M  V  Mother  State,  when  last  the  moon 
Of^blossoms  domb  the  skies  of  June. 

And,  scattering  ashes  on  my  head, 
I  wore,  undreaming  of  relief, 
The  sackcloth  of  thy  shame  and  grieil 

Again  that  moon  of  blossoms  shines 
On  leaf  and  flower  and  folded  wing, 
And  thou  hast  risen  with  the  spring  I 

Once  more  thy  strong  maternal  arms 
Are  round  about  thy  children  flung,  — 
A  lioness  that  guards  her  young  I 

No  threat  is  on  thy  clos^  lips. 
But  in  thine  eye  a  power  to  smite  ^ 
The  mad  woU  backward    from   its 
light. 

Southward  the  baffled  robber's  track 
Henceforth  runs  only  ;  hereaway. 
The  fell  lycanthrope  finds  no  prey. 

Henceforth,  within  thy  sacred  gates. 
His  first  low  howl   shall  downward 

draw 
The  thunder  of  thy  righteous  law. 

Not  mindless  of  thy  trade  and  gain, 
But,  acting  on  the  wiser  plan, 
Thou  'rt  grown  conservative  ol  maa 
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So  nhalt  thou  dothe  with  life  the  hope, 
Dream-painted  on  the  sightless  eyes 
Of  hiiu  who  sang  of  Paradise,  — 

The  vision  of  a  Christian  man. 
In  virtue  as  in  stature  great, 
Embodied  in  a  Christian  State. 

And  thou,  amidst  thy  sisterhood 
Forbearing  long,  yet  standing  fast, 
Shalt  win  meir  grateful  thanks  at  last ; 

When  North  and  South  shall  strive  no 
more, 
And  all  their  feuds  and  fears  be  lost 
In  Freedom's  holy  Pentecost. 

btk  mo.,  1855. 


THE  FRUIT-GIFT. 

Last  night,  just  as  the  tints  of  autumn's 
sky 
Of  sunset  faded  from  our  hills  and 

streams, 
I  sat,  vague  listening,  lapped  in  twi- 
light dreams, 

To  the  leafs  rustle,  and  the  cricket's 
cry. 

Then,  like  that  basket,  flush  with  sum- 
mer fruit, 

Dropped  by  the  angels  at  the  Prophet's 
foot, 

Came,  unannounced,  a  gift  of  clustered 
sweetness, 
Full-orbed,  and  glowing   with    the 
prisoned  beams 

Of  summery  suns,  and,  rounded  to  com- 
pleteness 

Bv  kisses  of  the  south-wind  and  the  dew. 

Thrilled  with  a  glad  surprise,  methought 
I  knew 

The  pleasure  of  the  homeward-turning 
Jew, 

When  Esichol's  clusters  on  his  shoul- 
ders Iayi 

Dropping  their  sweetness  on  his  desert 
way. 

I  said,  "This  fruit  beseems  no  world 

of  sin. 
Its  parent  vine,  rooted  in  Paradise, 
O'ercrept  the  wall,  and  never  paid 

th«  price 


Of  the  great  mischief^  ~- an  ambraria,^ 

tree, 
Eden's  exotic,  somehow  smuggled  in. 
To  keep  the  thorns  and  tbtmes  com- 
pany." 
Perchance  uur  frail,  sad  mother  pludced 

in  haste 
A  single  vine-slip  as  she  passed  the 

gate. 
Where  the  dread  sword,  alternate  paled 

and  burned. 
And  the  stem  angel,  pitying  her  fate, 
Foi^gave    the    lovely    trespasser,  and 

turned 
Aside  his  face  oi  fire :  and  thus  the 

waste 
And  fallen  world  hath  yet  its  annual 

taste 
Of  primal  good,  to  prove  of  sin  the  cost. 
And   show   bv  one   gleaned  ear  the 

mighty  harvest  lost. 


A  MEMORY. 

Herb,  while  the  loom  of  Winter  ^ 
llie  shroud  of  flowers  and  fountains, 

I  think  of  thee  and  summer  eves 
Among  the  Northern  mountains. 

When  thunder  tolled  the  twilight's  dose. 
And  winds  the  lake  were  rude  on. 

And  thou  wert  singing,  Ca*  tlu  Vonpts, 
The  bonny  yowes  of  Quden  1 

When,  close  and  closer,  hushing  breath. 
Our  circle  narrowed  round  tnee. 

And  smiles  and  tears  made upthe  wreath 
Wherewith  our  silence  crowned  thee ; 

And,  strangers  all,  we  felt  the  ties 

Of  sisters  and  of  brothers  ; 
Ah  !  whose  of  all  those  kindly  eyes 

Now  smile  upon  another's  ? 

The  sport  of  Time,  who  still  apart 
The  waifs  of  life  is  flingins  ; 

O,  nevermore  shall  heart  to  heart 
Draw  nearer  for  that  singing  1 

Yet  when  the  panes  are  (r08t^'StarTa<^ 
And  twilight's  fire  is  gloaming, 
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-I  hear  the  songs  of  Scotland'a  bard 
Sound  softly  through  my  dreaming  I 

A  aong  that  lends  to  winter  snows 
The  glow  of  summer  weather,  — 

Again  I  hear  thee  ca'  the  yowes 
To  Quden's  hills  of  heather  I 


TO  C.   S. 

Ir  I  have  seemed  more  prompt  to  cen- 
sure wrong 
Than  praise  the  right ;  if  seldom  to 

thme  ear 
My  voice  hath  mingled  with  the  ex- 
ultant cheer 

Bome  upon  all  our  Northern  winds 
along : 

If  I  have  failed  to  join  the  fickle  throng 

In  wide-eyed  wonder,  that  thou  stand- 
est  strong 

In  victory,  surprised  in  thee  to  nnd 

Brougham's  scathing  power  with  Can- 
ning's grace  combined ; 

That  he,  rar  whom  the  ninefold  Muses 
sang. 

From  their  twined  arms  a  giant  athlete 
sprang. 

Barbing  the  arrows  of  his  native  tongue 

With  the  spent  shafts  Latona's  archer 
flung. 

To  smite  the  Python  of  our  land  and 
time. 

Fell  as  the  monster  bom  of  Crissa's 
slime, 

Like  the  blind  bard  who  m  Castalian 
springs 

Tempered  the  steel  that  clove  the  crest 
of  kings. 

And  on  the  shrine  of  England's  free- 
dom laid 

The  gifts  of  Cumx  and  of  Delphi's 
shade,  — 

Small  need  hast  thou  of  words  of  praise 
from  me. 
Thou  knowest  my  heart,  dear  friend, 

and  well  canst  guess 
That,  even  though  silent,  I  have  not 
the  less 

Rejoiced  to  see  thy  actual  life  agree 

With  the  laixe  future  which  I  shaped 
for  thee, 

i6 


When,  years  ago,  beside  the  summtf 

sea. 
White  in  the  moon,  we  saw  the  long 

waves  fiiU 
Baffled  and  broken  from  the  rocky  wall. 
That,  to  the  menace  of  the  brawling 

flood. 
Opposed  alone  its  massive  quietude, 
Calm  as  a  fate ;  with  not  a  leaf  nor  vine 
Nor  birch-spray  trembling  in  the  still 

moonshine. 
Crowning  it  like  God's  peace.     I  some- 
limes  think 
That  night -scene  by  the  sea  prophet- 

icaC  — 
(For  Nature  speaks  in  symbols  and  in 

signs. 

And  through  her  pictures  human  fate 
divines),— 

That  rock,  wherefrom  we  saw  the  bil- 
lows sink 
In  murmuring  rout,   uprising  clear 
and  tall 

In  the  white  light  of  heaven,  the  type 
of  one 

Who»  momently  by   Error's  host  as- 
sailed. 

Stands  strong  as  Truth,  in  greaves  of 
granite  mailed  : 
And,  tranquil-fronted,  listening  over 
all 

The  tumult,  hears  the  angels  say,  Well 
done! 


THE  KANSAS  EMIGRANTS. 

Wb  cross  the  prairie  as  of  old 
The  pilgrims  crossed  the  sea, 

To  make  the  West,  as  they  the  East, 
The  homestead  of  the  free  1 

We  go  to  rear  a  wall  of  men 
On  Freedom's  southern  line. 

And  plant  beside  the  cotton -tree 
The  rugged  Northern  pine  I 

We  're  flowingfrom  our  native  hills 

As  our  free  rivers  flow : 
The  blessing  of  our  Mother-land 

Is  on  us  as  we  go. 

We  go  to  plant  her  common  schools 
On  distant  prairie  swells. 
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And  give  the  Sabbaths  of  the  wild 
The  music  of  her  bells. 

Upbearing,  like  the  Ark  of  old, 

The  Bible  in  our  van, 
We  go  to  test  the  truth  of  God 

A^nst  the  fraud  of  man. 

No  pause,  nor  rest,  save  where  the 
streams 

That  feed  the  Kansas  run. 
Save  where  our  Pilgrim  gonfalon 

Shall  flout  the  setting  sun  1 

We  '11  tread  the  prairie  as  of  old 

Our  fathers  sailed  the  sea. 
And  make  the  West,  as  they  the  East, 

The  homestead  of  the  free  I 


SONG  OF  SLAVES  IN  THE 
DESERT" 

Whsrb  are  we  going?  where  are  we 
going, 
Where  are  we  going,  Rubee  ? 

Lord  of  peoples,  lord  of  lands. 
Look  across  these  shining  sands, 
Through  the  furnace  of  the  noon. 
Through  the  white  light  of  the  moon. 
Strong  the  Ghiblee  wind  is  blowing, 
Strange  and  large  the  world  is  growing  I 
Speak  and  tell  us  where  we  arc  going, 
Where  are  we  going,  Rubee? 

Bomou  land  was  rich  and  good. 
Wells  of  water,  fields  of  food, 
Dourra  fields,  and  bloom  of  bean. 
And  the  palm-tree  cool  and  green  : 
Bomou  land  we  see  no  longer. 
Here  we  thirst  and  here  we  hunger. 
Here  the  Moor-man  smites  in  anger  : 
Where  are  we  going,  Rubee? 

When  we  went  from  Bomou  land. 
We  were  like  the  leaver  and  sand. 
We  were  many,  we  are  few ; 
Life  has  one,  and  death  has  two : 
Whitened  bones  our  path  are  showing, 
Thou  All-seeing,  thou  All-knowing  I 
Hear  us,  tell  us,  where  are  we  going. 
Where  are  we  going,  Rubee  f 


Moons  of  marches  from  our  eyes 
Bomou  land  behind  us  lies ; 
Stranger  round  us  day  by  day 
Bends  the  desert  circle  gray ; 
Wild  the  waves  of  sand  au«  flowing 
Hot  the  winds  above  them  blowing, 
Lord  of  all   things  I  —  where  are 
going  ? 
Where  are  we  going,  Rubee  ? 

We  are  weak,  but  Thou  art  strong ; 
Short  our  livesk  but  lliine  is  long; 
We  are  blind,  but  lliou  hast  eyes ; 
We  are  fools,  but  Thou  art  wise ! 


Thou,  our  morrow's  pathway  knowing 
Through  the  strange  woria  round  u^ 

growing. 
Hear  us,  tell  us  where  are  we  going. 
Where  are  we  going,  Rubee? 
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tNSCKIBBD  TO  FRIENDS  UNDER  ARREST 
FOR  TREASON  AGAINST  THE  SLAVS 
POWER. 

The  age  is  dull  and  mean.  Men  creep, 
Not  walk :  with  blood  too  pale  and 

tame 
To  pay  the  debt  they  owe  to  shame  : 
Buy  cneap,  sell  dear :  eat,  drink,  and 
sleep^ 
Down  -  pillowed,    deaf  to   moaning 
want; 
Pay  tithes  for  soul -insurance  ;  keep 
Six  days  to  Mammon,  one  to  Csuot 

In  such  a  time,  give  thanks  to  God, 
That  somewhat  of  the  holy  rage 
With  which  the  prophets  in  their  age 

On  all  its  decent  seemings  trod. 
Has  set  your  feet  upon  the  He, 

That  man  and  ox  and  soul  and  clod 
Are  market  stock  to  sell  and  buy  I 

The  hot  words  from  your  lips,  my  own. 
To  caution  trained,  might  not  repeat ; 
But  if  some  tares  among  the  wheat 

Of  generous  thought  and  deed  were 
sown. 
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No  common  wrong  provoked  your 
zeal; 
The  silken  gauntlet  that  is  thrown 
In  such  a  quarrel  rings  like  steel. 

The  brave  old  strife  the  Others  saw 
For  Freedom  calls  for  men  again 
Like  those  who  battled  not  in  vain 

For  England's  Charter,  Alfred's  law ; 
And  right  of  speech  and  trial  just 

Wage  in  your  name  their  ancient  war 
With  venal  courts  and  perjured  trust 

God's  ways  seem  dark,  but,  soon  or  late, 

They  touch  the  shining  hills  of  day  ; 

The  evil  cannot  brook  delay. 
The  good  can  well  afford  to  wait. 

Give  erroined  knaves  their  hour  of 
crime: 
Ye  have  the  future  grand  and  great. 

The  safe  appeal  ot  Truth  to  Time  I 


THE  NEW  EXODUS" 

By  fire  and  doud,  across  the  desert 
sand. 
And  through  the  parted  waves, 
From  their  long  bondage,  with  an  out- 
stretched hand, 
God  led  the  Hebrew  slaves  I 

Dead  as  ihe  letter  of  the  Pentateuch, 

As  Ei^rpt's  statues  cold. 
In  the  adytum  of  the  sacred  book 

Now  stands  that  marvel  old. 

•*  Lo,  God  u  great  I  "  the  simple  Mos- 
lem says. 
We  seek  the  andent  date, 
Turn  the  dry  scroll,  and  make  that 
living  phrase 
A  dead  one :  "  God  was  great  !  " 

And,  like  the  Coptic  monks  by  Mousa's 
wells. 
We  dream  of  wonders  past, 
Vague   as   the    tales    the   lA-andering 
Arab  tells, 
Each  drowsier  than  the  last. 

0  fools  and  blind  I  Above  the  Pyramids 
Stretches  oiwe  more  that  hand. 


And  tranoM  ^Sypti  ^^^  '^^  stony  lids, 
Flings  back  her  veil  of  sand. 

And  morning-smitten  Memnon,  sing- 
ing, wakes ; 
And,  listening  by  his  Nile, 
O'er  Ammon's  grave  and  awful  visag* 
breaks 
A  sweet  and  human  smile. 

Not,  as  before,  with  hail  and  fire,  and 
call 

Of  death  for  midnight  graves. 
But  in  the  stillness  of  the  noonday,  fall 

llie  fetters  of  the  slaves. 

No  longer  through  the  Red  Sea.  as  of 
old. 
The  bondmen  walk  dry  shod  ; 
Through    human    hearts,  by  love   of 
Him  controlled, 
Runs  now  that  path  of  God  f 


THE  HASCHISH. 

Of  all  that  Orient  lands  can  vaunt 
Of  marvels  with  our  own  competing. 

The  strangest  is  the.Haschish  plant. 
And  what  will  follow  on  its  eating. 

What  pictures  to  the  taster  rise. 
Of  Dervish  or  of  Almeh  dances  1 

Of  Eblis,  or  of  Paradise, 
Set  all  aglow  with  Houri  glances  1 

The  poppy  visions  of  Cathay, 
The  heavy  beer-tranceof  the  Suabian ; 

The  wizard  lights  and  demon  play 
Of  nights  WalpuTgis  and  Arabian  1 

The  Mollah  and  the  Christian  dog 
Change  place  in  mad  metempsycho- 
sis ; 
The  Muexzin  climbs  the  synagogue. 
The  Rabbi  shakes  his  beard  at  Mo- 
ses ! 

The  Arab  by  his  desert  well 

Sits   choosing  from  some   Caliph's 
daughters^ 
And  hears  his  single  camel's  bell 

Sound  welcome  to  his  regal  quarters. 
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The  Koran's  reader  makes  complaint 
Of  Shitan  dancing  on  and  off  it ; 

The  robber  offers  alms,  the  saint 
Drinks  Tokay  and  blasphemes  the 
Prophet. 

Such-scenes  that  Eastern  plant  awakes ; 

But  we  have  one  ordained  to  beat  it, 
The  Haschish  of  the  West,  which  makes 

Or  fools  or  knaves  of  all  who  eat  it 

The  preacher  eats,  and  straight  appears 
His  Bible  in  a  new  translation ; 

Its  angels  negro  overseers, 
And  Heaven  itself  a  snug  plantation  I 

The  man  of  peace,  about  whose  dreams 
Tue  sweet  millennial  angels  cluster. 


Tastes  the  mad  weed,  and  plon  and 

schemes, 
A  raving  Cuban  filibuster  I 


The  noisiest  Democrat,  with 
It  turns  to  Slavery's  parish  beadle ; 

The  shrewdest  statesman  eats  and  sees 
Due  southwardpointtbepolarueedle. 

The  Judge  partakes,  and  sits  erelong 
Up(Hi  his  bench  a  railing  blackguard ; 

Decides  off-hand  that  right  is  wrong. 
And  reads  the  ten  commandments 
backward. 

O  potent  plant  1  so  rare  a  taste 
Has  never  Turk  or  Gentoo  gotten : 

The  hempen  Haschish  of  the  £ast 
Is  powerless  to  our  Western  Cotton  1 


BALLADS. 

MARY  GARVIN. 

From  the  heart  of  Waumbek  Mcthna^  from  the  lake  that  never  &!]>» 
Falls  the  Saco  in  the  green  lap  of  Conway's  intervales  ; 
There,  in  wild  and  virgin  freshness,  its  waters  foam  and  flow. 
As  when  Darby  Field  first  saw  them,  two  hundred  years  aga 

But,  vexed  in  all  its  seaward  course  with  bridges,  dams,  and  miliar 
How  changed  is  Saco's  stream,  how  lost  its  freedom  of  the  hills, 
Suice  travelled  Jocelvn,  factor  Vines,  and  stately  Champcmoon 
Heard  on  its  banks  the  gray  wolfs  howl,  the  trumpet  o!  the  loon  I 

With  smoking  axle  hot  with  speed,  with  steeds  of  fire  and  steam. 
Wide-waked  To-day  leaves  Yesterday  behind  him  like  a  dream. 
Still,  from  the  hurrying  train  of  Life,  fly  backward  far  and  £ut 
The  milestones  of  llie  fathers,  the  landmarks  of  the  past. 

But  human  hearts  remain  unchanged :  the  sorrow  and  the  sin. 
The  loves  and  hopes  and  fears  of  old,  are  to  our  own  akin  ; 
And  if,  in  tales  our  fathers  told,  the  songs  our  mothers  sung. 
Tradition  wears  a  snowy  beard,  Romance  is  always  young. 

O  sharp-lined  man  of  traflic,  on  Saco's  banks  to-day ! 
O  mill-girl  watching  late  and  long  the  shuttle's  restless  play  I 
Let,  for  the  once,  a  listening  ear  the  working  hand  bejniile. 
And  lend  my  old  Provincial  tale,  as  suits,  a  tear  or  smile ! 


The  evening  gun  had  souiide<l  from  gray  Fort  Mary's  walls ; 

Through  the  forest,  like  a  wild  beast,  roared  and  plunged  the  Saco's  falls 
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And  westwaid  on  the  sea-wind,  that  damp  and  gust;^  new, 
Over  cedars  darkening  inland  the  smokes  of  Spurwink  blew. 

On  the  hearth  of  Fanner  Garvin  biased  the  oackUng  walnut  log ; 
Right  and  left  sat  dame  and  goodman,  and  between  them  lay  the  dog^ 

Head  on  paws,  and  tail  slow  wagging,  and  beside  him  on  her  mat. 
Sitting  drowsy  in  the  fire-light,  winked  and  purred  the  mottled  cat. 

**  Twenty  years  t  '*  said  Goodman  Garvin,  speaking  sadly,  under  breatlw 
And  his  gray  head  slowly  shaking,  as  one  who  speaks  of  death. 

The  goodwife  dropped  her  needles :  **  It  is  twentv  years,  to-day, 
Since  the  Indians  tell  on  Saco,  and  stole  our  child  away.** 

Then  they  sank  into  the  silence,  for  each  knew  the  other's  thought. 
Of  a  great  and  common  sorrow,  and  woords  were  needed  not. 

"  Who  knocks?"  cried  Goodman  Garvin.    The  door  was  open  thrown  ; 
On  two  strangers,  man  and  maiden,  cloaked  and  furred,  the  fire-light  sho«e 

One  with  courteous  sesture  lifted  the  bear-skin  from  hm  head ; 
**  Lives  here  Elkanan  Garvin  ? "    "I  am  he,"  tlie  goodman  said. 

"  Sit  ye  down,  and  dry  and  warm  ye,  for  the  night  is  chill  with  rain.** 
And  the  goodwife  drew  the  settle,  and  stirred  the  fire  amain. 

The  maid  xmclasped  her  cloak-hood,  the  fire-light  glistened  fair 
In  her  laige,  moist  eyes,  and  over  soft  folds  of  dark  brown  hair. 

Dame  Garvin  looked  upon  her:  "  It  is  Mary's  self  I  see  I 

Dear  heart  I  '*  she  cried,  "  now  tell  me,  has  ray  child  come  back  to  meP  *' 

"  My  name  indeed  is  Mary,'*  said  the  stranger,  sobbing  wild ; 
'*  Will  you  be  to  me  a  mother  ?    I  am  Mary  Garvin's  child  I 

"  She  sleeps  bv  wooded  Simcoe,  but  on  her  dying  day 
She  bade  my  father  take  me  to  her  kinsfolk  fiir  away. 

**  And  when  the  priest  besought  her  to  do  me  no  such  wrongs 
She  said,  '  May  God  forgive  me  1  I  have  closed  my  heart  too  long. 


When  I  hid  roe  from  my  father,  and  shut  out  my  mother's  cal^ 


U   I 

I  sinned  against  those  dear  ones,  and  the  Father  of  us  alL 


"  '  Christ's  love  rebukes  no  home-love,  breaks  no  tie  of  kin  apart ; 
Better  heresy  in  doctrine,  than  heresy  of  heart. 

"  '  Tell  me  not  the  Church  must  censure  :  she  who  wept  the  Cross  beside 
Never  made  her  own  flesh  strangers,  nor  the  claims  of  olood  denied ; 

"  *  And  if  she  who  wronged  her  parents,  with  her  child  atones  to  them, 
Earthly  daughter,  Heavenly  mother  I  thou  at  least  wilt  not  condemn  I ' 
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So,  upon  her  death-bed  lying,  my  blessed  mother  spake  \ 
As  we  come  to  do  her  bidding,  so  receive  us  for  her  sake." 


*'  God  be  praised  ! "  said  Goodwife  Garvin,  **  He  taketh,  and  he  gives ; 
He  woundeth,  but  he  healeih  :  in  her  child  our  daughter  lives ! " 

'*  Amen  I  "  the  old  man  answered,  as  he  brushed  a  tear  away. 

And,  kneeling  by  his  hearthstone,  said,  with  reverence,  **  Let  us  pray.** 

All  its  Oriental  symbols,  and  its  Hebrew  paraphrase. 

Warm  w^ith  earnest  life  and  feeling,  rose  his  prayer  of  love  and  praise. 

But  he  started  at  beholding,  as  he  rose  from  off  his  knee. 
The  stranger  cross  his  forehead  with  the  sign  of  Papistrie. 

"  What  is  this  ?  "  cried  Farmer  Garvin.     "  Is  an  English  Christian's  home 
A  chapel  or  a  mass-house,  that  you  make  the  sign  of  Rome  ?  '* 

Then  the  young  cirl  knelt  beside  him,  kissed  his  trembling  hand,  and  cried  * 
"  O,  forbear  to  chide  my  father :  in  that  faith  my  mother  died  I 

**  On  her  wooden  cross  at  Simcoe  the  dews  and  sunshine  (all. 

As  they  fall  oi.  Spurwink's  graveyard  ;  and  the  dear  God  watches  all  I  '* 

The  old  man  stroked  the  fair  head  that  rested  on  his  knee  : 

*'  Your  words,  dear  child,"  he  answered,  *'are  God's  rebuke  to  me. 

"  Creed  and  rite  perchance  may  differ,  vet  our  faith  and  hope  be  one. 
Let  me  be  your  ather*s  father,  let  him  be  to  me  a  son." 

When  the  horn,  on  Sabbath  morning,  through  the  still  and  frosty  air, 
Fiom  Spurwink,  Pool,  and  Black  Point,  called  to  sermon  and  to  prayer, 

To  the  goodly  house  of  worship,  where,  in  order  due  and  fit. 
As  by  public  vote  directed,  classed  and  ranked  the  people  sit ; 

Mistress  first  and  goodwife  after,  clerkly  squire  before  the  down. 

From  the  brave  coat,  lace  embroidered,  to  the  gray  frock,  shadmg  down ; 

From  the  pulpit  read  the  preacher,  —  "  Goodman  Garvin  and  his  wife 
Fain  would  thank  the  Lord,  whose  kindness  has  followed  them  through  life, 

"  For  the  great  and  crowning  mercv,  that  their  daughter,  from  the  wild, 
Where  she  rests  (they  hope  in  God's  peace),  has  sent  to  them  her  child ; 

■  And  the  prayers  of  all  God's  people  they  ask,  that  they  may  prove 
Not  unworthy,  through  ibcir  weakness,  of  such  special  proof^of  love." 

As  the  preacher  prayed,  uprising,  the  aged  counle  stood. 
And  the  fair  Canadian  also,  in  her  modest  maioenhood. 


Thought  the  elders  prave  and  doubtinr.  "  She  is  P:ipist  bom  and 
Thought  the  young  men,  "  'T  is  an  arzel  in  Mary  Garvin's  stead 
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MAUD  MULLER. 

Maud  Mullbk,  on  a  summer's  day, 
Raked  tbe  meadow  sweet  with  hay. 

Beneath  her  torn  hat  glowed  the  wealth 
Of  simple  beauty  and  rustic  health. 

Singing,  she  wrought,  and  her  merry 

glee 
The  mock'bixd  echoed  from  his  tree. 

But  when  she  glanced  to  the  far-off 

town, 
White  from  its  hill-slope  looking  down. 

The  sweet  song  died,  and  a  vague  un- 
rest 

And  a  nameless  longing  filled  her 
breast,  — 

A  wish,  that  she  hardly  dared  to  own, 
For  something  better  than    she  had 
known. 

The  Judge  rode  slowly  down  the  lane. 
Smoothing  his  horde's  chestnut  mane. 

He  drew  his  bridle  in  the  shade 

Of  the  apple-trees,  to  greet  the  maid. 

And  ask  a  draught  from  the  spring  that 

flowed 
Through  the  meadow  across  the  road. 

She  stooped  where  the  cool  spring  bub- 
bled up,  ^ 
And  filled  for  him  her  small  tin  cup, 

And  blushed  as  she  gave  it,  looking 

down 
On  her  feet  so  bare,  and  her  tattered 

gown. 

*'  Thanks !  '*  said  the  Judge  : "  a  sweeter 

draught 
From  a  fiurer  hand  was  never  quaffed." 

He  spoke  of  the  grass  and  flowers  and 

treesj 
Of  the  singmg  birds  and  the  humming 

bees: 


Then  talked  of  the  haying,  and  won- 
dered whether 

The  doud  in  the  west  would  bring  foul 
weather. 

And  Maud  foreot  )ier  brier-torn  gown. 
And  her  gracemi  ankles  bare  and  brown; 

And  listened,  while  a  pleased  suiprise 
Looked  from  her long*lashedha2ef  eyes. 

At  last,  like  one  who  for  delay 
Seeks  a  vain  excuse,  he  rode  away. 

Maud  Muller  looked  and  sighed :  "  Ah 

me  I 
That  I  the  Judge's  bride  might  be  I 

"  He  would  dress  me  up  in  silks  so  fine. 
And  praise  and  toast  me  at  his  wine. 

"  My  father  should  wear  a  broadcloth 

coat : 
My  brother  should  sail  a  painted  boat 

"  I  'd  dress  my  mother  so  grand  and  gay, 
And  the  baby  should  have  a  new  toy 
each  day. 

"  And  I  'd  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe 

the  poor. 
And  all  should  bless  me  who  left  our 

door." 

The  Judge  looked  back  as  he  climbed 

the  hill. 
And  saw  Maud  Muller  standing  stul. 

"  A  form  more  feir.  a  face  more  sweet. 
Ne'er  hath  it  been  my  lot  to  meet. 

"  And  her  modest  answer  and  graceful 

air 
Show  her  wise  and  good  as  she  is  foir. 

"  Would  she  were  mine,  and  I  to-day, 
Like  her,  a  harvester  of  hay : 

"  No  doubtful  balance  of  rights  and 

wrongs. 
Nor  weary  lawverswithendless  tongues, 

'*  But  low  of  cattle  and  song  of  birds. 
Andhealth  and  quiet  and  lovinjc  words.' 
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Gone  the  tummer**  harvest  mowings 
And  again  the  fields  are  gray. 
Yet  away^  he  's  away  ! 

Faint  and  fainter  hope  is  growing 
In  the  hearts  that  mourn  his  stay. 

Where  the  lion,  crouchtne  high  oo 
Abraham's  rock  with  teeth  of  iron. 

Glares  o'er  wood  and  wave  away, 
Faintly  thence,  as  pines  far  sighing. 
Or  as  thunder  spent  and  dying. 
Come  the  challenge  and  replymg. 

Come  the  sounds  of  flight  and  fray. 

Well-a-day  1    Hope  and  pray  t 
Some  are  living,  some  am  lying 

In  their  red  graves  &r  away. 

Straggling  ran^rs,  worn  w'th  dangers, 
Homeward  faring,  weary  sti'angers 
Pass  the  farm-gate  on  their  way ; 
Tidings  of  the  dead  and  living. 
Forest  march  and  ambush,  giv.*n^< 
Tin  the  maidens  leave  their  weaviug, 

And  the  lads  forget  their  play. 

/•  Still  away,  stillaway  I  '* 
Sighs  a  sad  one,  sick  with  grieving, 

^«  Why  does  Robert  stUl  delay  1 " 

Nowhere  fiiirer,  sweeter,  rarer. 
Does  the  golden-locked  fruit-bearer 

Through  his  painted  woodlands  str^y, 
Than  where  hillside  oaks  and  beeches 
Overlook  the  long,  blue  reaches. 
Stiver  coves  and  pebbled  beaches, 

And  green  isles  of  Casco  Bay ; 

Nowhere  day,  for  delay, 
With  a  tenderer  look  beseeches, 

**  Let   me  with  my  charmed  earth 
stoy." 

On  the  grain-lands  of  the  mainland^ 
Stands  the  serried  com  like  train-bands, 

Plume  and  pennon  rustling  gay  : 
Out  at  sea,  the  islands  wooded, 
Silver  birches,  golden-hooded, 
Set  with  maples,  crimson-blooded. 

White  sea- foam  and  sand-hills  gray, 

Stretch  away,  fiir  away. 
Dim  and  dreamy,  over-brooded 

By  the  hazy  autumn  day. 

G«yly  chattering  to  the  clattering 
Of  the  brown  nuts  downward  pattering, 
Leap  the  squirrels,  red  and  gray. 


Ou  t>e  grass-knd,  ccv  the  fallow. 
Drop  J*e  apples,  red  av  d  yellow  , 
Drop  th<;  russet  pears  and  mellow. 

Drop  the  red  leaves  all  t**  day. 

And  away,  swift  away. 
Sun  and  cloud,  o'er  hill  and  hollow 

Chasing,  weave  their  web  of  play. 

*'  Martha  Mason,  Martha  Mason. 
Prithee  tell  us  of  the  reason 

Why  you  mope  at  home  to-day ; 
Surely  smiling  is  not  sinning ; 
Leave  i^ur  quilling,  leave  your  spib 

nuig  ; 
What  is  all  your  store  of  linen. 

If  your  heart  is  never  gay? 

Come  away,  come  away  I 
Never  yet  did  sad  be^nning 

Make  the  task  of  life  a  puy.** 

Overbending,  till  she  *s  blending 
With  the  flaxen  skein  she  *s  tending 

Pale  brown  tresses  smoothed  away 
From  her  face  of  patient  sorrow. 
Sits  she,  seeking  but  to  borrow, 
From  the  trembling  hope  of  morrow. 

Solace  for  the  weary  day. 

*•  Go  your  way,  laugh  and  play  ; 
Unto  Him  who  heeds  the  sparrow 

And  the  lily,  let  me  pray." 

"  W'th  our  rally,  rings  the  valley,  — 
Join  lis  ! "  cried  the  olue-eyed  Nelly; 

"  Joiii  us  !  "  cried  the  laughing  May 
"  To  the  beach  we  all  are  going. 
And,  to  save  the  task  of  rowing. 
West  by  north  the  wind  is  blowing. 

Blowing  briskly  down  the  bay  1 

Come  away,  c^me  away  I 
Time  and  tioe  are  sw^iftly  flowing. 

Let  us  take  them  while  we  may  I 

"  Never  tell  us  that  j'ou  HI  fail  us. 
Where  the  purple  beach-plum  mellov 

On  the  bluffs  so  wild  and  gray. 
Hasten,  for  the  oars  arc  falling  ; 
Hark,  our  merry  mates  are  calling: 
Time  it  is  that  we  were  all  in, 

Singing  tideward  down  the  b»y  I  " 

"  Nay,  nay,  let  me  stay  ; 
Sore  and  sad  for  Robert  Rawlin 

Is  my  heart,**  sha  said,  "  ta-day.** 
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**  Vain  your  calling  for  Rob  Rawlin  I 
Some  red  squawhis  moose-meat  'sbroU- 
ing, 

Or  some  French  lass,  singing  gay ; 
Tust  forget  as  he  's  foreetting  ; 
What  avails  a  life  of  fretting  ? 
If  some  stars  must  needs  be  setting, 

Others  rise  as  good  as  they." 

"  Cease,  I  pray  ;  go  your  way  !  " 
Martha  cries,  her  eyelids  wetting  ; 

*•  Foul  and  false  the  words  you  say  1 " 

"  Martha  Mason,  hear  to  reason  I 
Prithee,  put  a  kinder  face  on  !  " 

"  Cease  to  vex  me,"  did  she  say ; 
"  Better  at  his  side  be  lying. 
With  the  mournful  pine-trees  sighing. 
And  the  wild  birds  o'er  us  crying, 

Than  to  doubt  like  mine  a  prey  : 

While  away,  far  away. 
Turns  my  heart,  forever  trying 

Some  new  hope  for  each  new  day. 

*'  When  the  shadows  veil  the  meadows, 
And  the  sunset's  golden  ladders 

Sink  from  twilight's  walls  of  gray,  — 
From  the  window  of  my  dreammg, 
I  can  see  his  sickle  gleaming, 
Cheery-voiced,  can  near  him  teaming 

Down  the  locust-shaded  way ; 

But  away,  swift  away, 
Fades  the  fond,  delusive  seeming, 

And  1  kneel  again  to  pray. 


'*  When  the  growing  dawn  is  showiof^ 
And  the  bam-jrard  cock  is  crowing 

And  the  homed  moon  pales  away : 
From  a  dream  of  him  awaking. 
Every  sound  my  heart  is  making 
Seems  a  footstep  of  his  taking : 

Then  I  hush  the  thought,  and  say, 

*  Nay,  nay,  he 's  away  ! ' 
Ah  !  mv  heart,  my  heart  is  breaking 

For  the  dear  one  far  away.'* 


» 


Look  up,  Manha  I  worn  and  swarthy, 
Glows  a  face  of  manhood  worthy : 

"  Robert  I  "  "  Martha  I"  all  they  say 
O'er  went  wheel  and  reel  together. 
Little  cared  the  owner  whither ; 
Heart  of  lead  is  heart  of  feather. 

Noon  of  night  is  noon  of  day  I 

Come  away,  come  away  I 
When  such  lovers  meet  each  other. 

Why  should  prying  idlers  stay  } 

Suencfa  the  timber*s  fallen  embers, 
uench  the  red  leaves  in  December*! 

Hoary  rime  and  chilly  spray. 
But  the  hearth  shall  kindle  clearer. 
Household  welcomes  sound  sincere!  f 
Heart  to  loving  heart  draw  nearer. 

When  the  bndal  bells  shall  say : 

*'  Hope  and  pray,  tnzat  alway ; 
Life  is  sweeter,  love  is  dez/tr. 

For  the  trial  and  ok«Ui  1 " 
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THE  LAST  WALK  IN  AUTUMN. 

I. 

O'er  the  bare  woods,  whose  out- 
stretched hands 
Plead  with  the  leaden  heavens  in 
vain, 
I  see,  beyond  the  valley  lands, 

liie  sea's  lon^  level  dim  with  rain. 
Aroundmeall  things,  stark  and  dumb, 
Seem  praying  for  the  snows  to  come. 
And,  for  the  summer  bloom  and  green- 
ness gone. 
With  winters  sunset  lights  and  dartling 
mom  atone. 

II. 

Along  the  river's  summer  walk. 

The  withered  tufis  of  asters  nod  ; 
And  trembles  on  its  arid  stalk 

The  hoar  plume  of  the  golden-rod. 
And  on  a  ground  of  sombre  fir, 
And  azure-studded  juniper. 
The  silver  birch  its  buds  of  purple  shows. 
And  scarlet  berries  tell  where  bloomed 
the  sweet  wild-rose  1 

« 

III. 

With  mingled  sound  of  horns  and 
bells, 
A  far-heard  clang,  the  w^ild  geese  fly. 
Storm-sent,  from  Arctic  moors  and 
fells, 
Like  a  gnaA  arrow  through  the  sky, 
Two  duskv  lines  converged  in  one. 
Chasing  tne  southward-flyins  sun  ; 
While  the  brave  snow-bird  andthe  har- 
dy jay 
Call  to  them  from  the  pines,  as  if  to  bid 
them  stay. 


IV. 

I  passed  this  way  a  year  ago : 
The  wind  blew  south ;  the  aoo»  of 
day 
Was  warm  as  June's :  and  save  that 
snow 
Flecked  the  tow  mountainsfar  away. 
And  that  the  vernal -seeming  breeze 
Mocked  faded  grass  and  leafless  trees, 
I  might  have  dreamed  of  summer  as  I 

lay, 
Watching  the  fallen  leaves  with  the  soft 
wind  at  play. 


Since  then,  the  winterblastshave  piled 

The  white  pagodas  of  the  snow 
On  these  rough  slopes,  and,  strong 
and  wild,^ 
Yon  river,  in  its  overflow 
Of  spring-time  rain  and  sun,  set  free. 
Crashed  with  its  ices  to  the  sea : 
And  over  these  gray  fields,  then  green 

and  gold. 
The  summer  com  has  waved,  the  thun- 
der's organ  rolled. 

VI. 

Rich  gift  of  God  !  A  year  of  time  ! 

What  pomp  of  rise  and  shut  of  day. 
What  hues  wherewith  our  Northern 
clime 
Makes  autumn's  dropping  wood- 
lands gay. 
What  airs  outblown  from  ferny  dells. 
And  clover-bloom   and   sweet-brier 
smells. 
What  songs  of  brooks  and  birds,  what 

fruits  and  flowers,  ^ 
Green  woods  and  moonlit  snowsi  ftave 
in  its  round  been  ours  I 
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VII. 


I  know  not  how,  in  other  lands, 
The  changing  seasons  come  and 
go; 
What  splendors  fell  on  Syrian  sands, 
What  purple  lights  on  Alpine  snow  t 
Nor  how  the  pomp  of  sunrise  waits 
On  Venice  at  her  watery  gates  : 
A  dream  alone  to  me  is  Amo's  vale. 
And  the  Alharabra's  halls  are  but  a 
traveller's  tale. 

VIII. 

Yet,  on  life's  current,  he  who  drifts 
Is  one  with  him  who  rows  or  sails ; 

And  he  who  wanders  widest  lifts  ^ 
No  more  of  beautjf's  iealous  veils 

Than  he  who  from  his  door«'ay  sees 

The  miracle  of  flowers  and  trees, 
Feels  the  warm  Orient  in  the  noonday 


the 


air. 
And  from  cloud   minarets   hears 
sunset  call  to  prayer  I 

IX. 

The  eye  may  well  be  glad,  that  looks 
Where    Pharpar's   fountains   rise 
and  fall  : 
But  he  who  sees  his  native  brooks 
Laugh  in  the  sun,  has  seen  them 
all: 
The  marble  palaces  of  Ind 
Rise  round  him  in   the  snow  and 
wind  ; 
From  his  lone  sweetbrier  Persian  Ha- 

fiz  smiles. 
And  Rome's  cathedral  awe  is  in  his 
woodland  aisles. 


X. 

And  thus  it  is  my  fancy  blends 

The  near  ar  hand  and  far  and  rare. 
And  while  the  same  horizon  bends 
Above  the  silver -sprinkled  hair 
Which  flashed  the  light  of  morning 

skies 
On  childhood's  wonder-lifled  eyes. 
Within  its  round  of  sea  and  sky  and 

field, 
Earth  wheels  with  all  her  zones,  the 
Kosmos  stands  revealed. 


», 


And  thus  the  sick  man  ov  his  bed. 

The  toiler  to  his  task-work  bouD<f, 
Behold  their  prison-walls  outspread. 
Their  clipped  horizon  widen  round  I 
While  freedom-giving  €uicy  waits, 
Like  Peter's  angel  at  the  gates, 
The  power  is  theirs  to  baffle  care  and 

pain, 
To  bring  the  lost  world  back,  and  make 
it  theirs  again  I 

XII. 

What  lack  of  goodly  company. 

When  masters  ofthe  ancient  lyre 
Obey  my  call,  and  trace  for  me 
Tfieir  words  of  mingled  tears  and 
fire! 
I  talk  with  Bacon,  grave  and  wise, 
I  read  the  world  with  Pascal's  eyes : 
And  priest  and  sage,  with  solemn  brows 

austere. 
And  poets,  garland-bound,  the  Lords 
of  Thought,  draw  near. 

XIII. 

Methinks,  O  fi-iend,  I  hear  thee  say» 

**  In   vain    the  human    heart  we 

mock; 

Bring  living  guests  who  lore  the  day. 

Not  ghosts  who  fly  at  crow  of  cock  ! 

The  herbs  we  share  with  flesh  and 

blood, 
Are  better  than  ambrosial  food. 
With    laurelled  shades.'*     I  grant  it, 

nothing  loath. 
But  doubly  blest  is  he  who  can  par- 
'  take  of  both. 

XIV. 

He  who  might  Plato's  banquet  ^;raoe, 

Have  I  not  seen  before  me  sit. 
And  watched  his  puritanic  face. 
With  more  than  Blastem  wisdoi^ 
lit? 
Shrewd  mystic  \  wha  upon  the  bad* 
Of  his  Poor  Richard's  Almanack, 
Writing  the  Sufi's  song,  the  GeulooV 

dream. 
Links  Menu's  age  of  thought  to  FuT 
ton's  age  of  steam  1 
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XV. 

Here  too.  of  answering  love  secure, 

Have  I  not  welcomed  to  my  hearth 
The  gentle  pilgrim  troubadour, 
Whose  songs  have  girdled  half  the 
earth ; 
Whose  pages,  like  the  magic  mat 
Whereon  tne  Eastern  lover  sat, 
Have  borne  me  over  Rhine -laud's  pur- 
ple vines, 
And  Nubia's  tawny  sands,  and  Phry- 
gia's  mountain  pines  I 

XVI. 

And  be,  who  to  the  lettered  wealth 

Of  a^es  adds  the  lore  unpriced, 
The  wisdom  and  the  moral  health, 

The  ethics  of  the  school  of  Christ ; 
The  statesman  to  his  holy  trust. 
As  the  Athenian  archon,  just, 
Sfrufck  down,  exiled  l«ke  him  for  truth 

alone, 
Hto   he  not   Kraced  my    home  with 
beauty  all  his  own  ? 

XVII. 

What  greetings  smile,  what  farewells 
wave, 
What  loved  ones  enter  and  depart  I 
The  good,  the  beautiful,  the  brave. 
The  Heaven-lent  treasures  of  the 
heart! 
How  conscious  seems  the  frozen  sod 
And   beechen    slope  whereon  they 
trodi 
K\yt   oak-leaves  rustle,  and   the   dry 

grass  bends 
Beneath  the  shadowy  feet  of  lost  or 
absent  friends. 

XVIII. 

Then  ask  not  why  to  these  bleak  hills 

I  cling,  as  clings  the  tufted  moss, 
To  bear  the  winter's  lingering  chills, 
The   mocking  spring's   perpetual 
loss. 
I  dream    of  lands   where    summer 

smiles, 
And  soft  winds  blow  from  spicy  isles. 
But  scarce  would  Ceylon's  oreath  of 

flowers  be  sweet, 
C-3uld  I  not  feel  thy  soil.  New  Eng- 
land, at  my  feet  I 


XIX. 

At  times  I  long  for  gentler  skies, 

And  bathe  in  dreams  of  softer  air. 
But  homesick  tears  would  fill  the 
eyes 
That  saw  the  Cross  without  the 
Bear. 
The  pine  must  whisper  to  the  palm. 
The    north-wind    break    the    tropic 
calm  ; 
And  with  the  dreamy  languor  of  the 

Line, 
The  North's  keen  virtue  blend,  and 
strength  to  beauty  join. 

XX. 

Better  to  stem  with  heart  and  hand 
The  roaring  tide  of  life,  than  He, 
Unmindful,  on  its  flowery  strand. 
Of  God's  occasions  drifting  by  ! 
Better  with  naked  nerve  to  bear 
The  needles  of  this  goading  air. 
Than,  in  the  lap  of  sensual  ease,  foregs 
The  godlike  power  to  do,  the  godlike 
aim  to  know. 

XXI. 

Home  of  my  heart  !   to  me  more  fiiir 
Than  gay  Versailles  or  Windsor's 
halls, 
The   painted,    shingly    town -house 
wficre 
The  freeman's  vote  for-  Freedom 
falls ! 
The  simple  roof  where  prayer  is  made, 
Than  Gothic  proin  and  colonnade  ; 
The  living  temple  of  the  heart  of  man, 
Than  Rome's  sky-mocking  vault,   or 
many-spirea  Milan  ! 

XXII. 

More  dear  thy  eoual  village  schools. 
Where  rich  and  poor  the  Bible  read. 
Than  classic  halls  where  Priestcraft 
niles, 
And  Learning  wears  the  chains  of 
Creed  : 
Thy  glad  Thanksgiving,  gathering  in 
The  scattered  sheaves  of  home  and 
kin, 
Than  the  mad  license  following  Lenten 

pains. 
Or  holidays  of  slaves  who  laugh  and 
dance  in  chains. 
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XXIII. 

And  sweet  homes  nestle   in   these 
dales, 
And    perch    along   these  wooded 
swellH ; 
And,  blest  beyond  Arcadian  vales, 
Thev  hear  the  sound  of  Sabbath 
bells  1 
Here  dwells  no  perfect  man  sublime, 
Nor  woman  winged  before  her  time. 
But  with  the  faults  and  follies  of  the 

race. 
Old  home-bred  virtues  held  their  not 
unhonored  place. 

XXIV. 

Here  manhood  struggles  for  the  sake 

Of  mother,  sister,  daughter,  wife, 
The  graces  and  the  loves  which  make 

The  music  of  the  march  of  life  ; 
And  woman,  in  her  daily  round 
Of  duty,  walks  on  holy  ground. 
No  unpaid  menial  tills  the  soil,  nor  here 
Is  the  bad  lesson  learned  at  human 
rights  to  sneer. 

XXV. 

Then  let  the  icy  north-wind  blow 

The  trumpets  of  the  coming  storm, 
To  arrowy  sleet  and  blinding  snow 

Yon  slanting  lines  of  rain  transform. 
Young  hearts  shall  hail  the  drifted 

cold. 
As  gayly  as  I  did  of  old  ; 
And  I,  who  watch  them  through  the 

frosty  panej 
Unenvious,  live  m  them  my  boyhood 
o'er  again. 

XXVI. 

And  I  will  trust  that  He  who  heeds 
The  life  'that  hides  in  mead  and 
wold. 
Who  hangs  yon  alder'scrimson beads. 
And  stains  these  mosses  green  and 
gold. 
Will  stillj  as  He  hath  done,  incline 
His  gracious  care  to  me  and  mine ; 
Grant  what  we  ask  aright,  from  wrong 

debar, 
And,  as  the  earth  grows  dark,  make 
brighter  every  star  I 


XXVII. 

I  have  not  seen,  I  may  not  see, 

My  hopes  for  man  taike  form  in  fkct, 
But  God  will  give  the  victory 

In  due  time ;  in  that  faith  I  act 
And  he  who  sees  the  future  sure, 
The  baffling  present  may  endure, 
And  bless,  meanwhile,  the  unseen  Hand 

that  leads 
The  heart's  desires  beyond  the  halting 
step  of  deeds. 

XXVIII. 

And  thou,  my  song,  I  send  thee  forth. 
Where  harsher  songs  of  mine  have 
flown  ; 
Go,  find  a  place  at  home  and  hearth 
Where'er    thy   singer's   name   is 
known ; 
Revive  for  him  the  kindly  thought 
Of  friends  ;  and  they  who  love  him 
not, 
Toudied  by  some  strain  of  thine,  per* 

chance  may  take 
The  hand  he  proffers  all,  and  thank 
him  for  tny  sake. 


THE  MAYFLOWERS. 

The  tniUnff  arbutu*,  or  may  flower,  grows 
abundantly  in  the  vicinity  of  Plymonih, 
and  was  tno  first  flower  that  creeled  the 
PflgrifliB  after  their  fe«rf\il  winwr. 

Sad    Mayflower  1  watched  by  winter 
stars. 

And  nursed  by  winter  gales. 
With  petals  of  tne  sleeted  spars, 

And  leaves  of  frosen  sails  1 

What  had  she  in  those  dreary  houn, 
Within  her  ice-rimmed  bay. 

In  common  with  the  wild- wood  flowers. 
The  first  sweet  smiles  of  May? 

Yet,  "God  be  praised  1"  the  Pilgrim 
said, 

Who  saw  the  blossoms  peer 
Above  the  brown  leaves,  dry  and  deac^ 

"  Behold  our  Mayflower  here  I  *' 
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"  God  villa  it ;  here  our  rest  shall  be, 
Our  years  of  wanderinjg  o'er, 

For  us  the  Majrflower  oithe  sea. 
Shall  spread  her  saik  no  more.' 


»» 


0  sacred  floweis  of  fiuth  and  hope, 
As  sweetly  now  as  then 

Ye  bloom  on  many  a  birchen  slope, 
In  many  a  pine-dark  glen. 

Behind  the  sea-wall's  nigged  lensth. 
Unchanged,  your  leaves  unfold^ 

Like  love  behind  the  raanly  strength 
Of  the  brave  hearts  of  old. 

f  o  live  the  fathers  in  their  sois, 

Their  sturdy  faith  be  ours, 
A  od  ours  the  love  that  overruns 

Its  rocky  strength  with  flowers. 

1  he  Pilgrim's  wild  and  wintry  day 
Its  shadow  round  us  draws ; 

The  Mayflower  of  his  stormy  bay, 
Our  Freedom's  struggling  cause. 

but  wanner  suns  erelong  shall  bring 

To  life  the  frozen  sod ; 
A  nd,  through  dead  leaves  of  hope,  shall 
spring 

Afiesh  the  flowers  of  God ! 


BURIAL  OF  BARBOUR. 

bKAR  him,  comrades,  to  his  grave  ; 
Never  tinw  one  more  brave 

Shall  the  prairie  grasses  weep. 
In  the  ages  jret  to  come. 
When  the  millions  in  our  room. 

What  we  sow  in  tears,  shall  reap. 

Bear  him  up  the  icv  hill. 
With  the  Kansas,  ^zen  still 

As  his  noble  heart,  below. 
And  the  land  he  came  to  till 
With  a  freeman's  thews  and  will, 

And  his  poor  hut  roofed  with  snow  I 

One  more  look  of  that  dead  face. 
Of  his  murder's  ghastly  trace  ! 

One  more  kiss,  O  widowed  one  I 
Lay  your  left  hancte  on  his  brow, 
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Lift  your  right  hands  op,  and  vow 
That  his  worii  shall  yet  be  done. 

Patience,  friends  I    The  eye  of  God 
Every  path  b^  Murder  trod 

Watches,  lidless,  day  and  night ; 
And  the  dead  man  in  his  shroud. 
And  his  widow  weeping  loud. 

And  our  hearts,  are  m  his  sight. 

Every  deadly  threat  that  swells 
With  the  roar  of  gambling  hells. 

Every  brutal  iest  and  jeer. 
Every  wicked  thought  and  plan 
Of  the  cruel  heart  of  man. 

Though  but  whispered,  He  can  heart 

We  in  suffering,  they  in  crime. 
Wait  the  just  award  of  time^ 

Wait  the  vengeance  that  u  due ; 
Not  in  vain  a  heart  shall  break, 
Not  a  tear  for  Freedom's  sake 

FaU  unheeded :  God  is  true. 

While  the  flag  with  st^rs  bedecked 
Threatens  where  it  should  protect, 

And  the  Law  shakes    bands   with 
Crime, 
What  is  left  us  but  to  wait. 
Match  our  patience  to  our  fate, 

And  abide  the  better  time  ? 

Patience,  friends  I    The  human  hear*. 
Everywhere  shall  take  our  part, 

Everywhere  for  us  shall  pray ; 
On  our  side  are  nature's  laws,. 
And  God's  life  is  in  the  cause 

That  we  suffer  for  to-day. 

Well  to  suffer  is  divine ; 

Pa^s  the  watchword  down  the  line, 

Pass  the  countersign  :  "  Endurk' 
Not  to  him  who  rashly  dares. 
But  to  him  who  nobly  bears, 

Is  the  victor's  garland  sure. 

Frozen  eanh  to  frozen  breast. 
Lav  our  slain  one  down  to  rest : 

Lay  him  down  in  hope  and  feith, 
And  above  the  broken  sod,  • 

Once  again,  to  Freedom's  God, 

Pledge  ourselves  for  life  or  deatir 
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That  the  State  whose  walls  we  lay, 
In  our  blood  and  tears,  to-day, 

Shall  be  free  from  bonds  of  shame, 
And  our  goodly  land  untrod 
Py  the  feet  of  Slavery,  shod 

With  cursing  as  with  flame  I 

Plant  the  Buckeye  on  his  grave, 
For  the  hunter  of  the  slave 

In  its  shadow  cannot  rest ; 
And  let  martyr  mound  and  tree 
Be  our  pledge  and  guaranty 

Of  the  freedom  of  the  West  I 


TO  PENNSYLVANIA. 

O  State  prayer-founded  !  never  hung 
Such  choice  upon  a  people's  tongue. 

Such  power  to  bless  or  ban, 
As  that  which  makes  thy  whisper  Fate, 
For  which  on  thee  the  centunes  wait, 

And  destinies  of  man  I 

Across  thy  Alleghanian  chain. 
With  groaning  from  a  land  in  pain. 

The  west-wmd  finds  its  way : 
Wild-wailing  from  Missouri's  flood 
The  crying  of  thy  children's  blood 

Is  in  thy  ears  to-day  I 

And  unto  thee  in  Freedom's  hour 
Of  sorest  need  God  gives  the  power 

To  ruin  or  to  save  ; 
To  wound  or  heal,  to  blight  or  bless 
With  fertile  field  or  wilderness, 

A  free  home  or  a  grave  ! 

Then  let  thy  virtue  match  the  crime. 
Rise  to  a  level  with  the  time ; 

And,  if  a  son  of  thine 
Betrav  or  tempt  thee.  Brutus-like 
For  I^atherland  and  Freedom  strike 

As  Justice  gives  the  sign. 

Wake,  sleeper,  from  thy  dream  of  ease, 
The  great  occasion's  forelock  seize ; 

And,  let  the  north-wind  strong, 
And  golden  leaves  of  autumn,  be 
Thv  Qoronal  of  Victory 

And  thy  triumphal  song. 
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THE  PASS  OF   THE   SIERRA 

All  night  above  their  rocky  bed 
They  saw  the  stars  march  slow ; 

The  wild  Sierra  overhead. 
The  desert's  death  below. 

The  Indian  from  hit  lodge  of  baric. 
The  gray  bear  from  his  den. 

Beyond  their  camp-fire's  wall  of  daxK 
Glared  on  the  mountain  men. 

Still  upward  turned,  with  anxious  strais 
Their  leader's  sleepless  eye. 

Where  splinters  of  the  mountain  diain 
Stood  black  against  the  sky. 

The  night  waned  slow  :  at  last,  a  gjow, 

A  gleam  of  sudden  fire. 
Shot  up  behind  the  walls  of  snow. 

And  tipped  each  icy  spire. 

"Up.  men!"  he  cried,  "yon  rocky 
cone, 

To-day,  please  God,  we  Ml  pass, 
And  look  from  Winter's  frozen  throne 

On  Summer's  flowers  and  grass  I 


I  *» 


They  set  their  faces  to  the  blast, 
Tney  trod  the  eternal  snow, 

And  famt,  worn,  bleeding,  hailed  at  last 
The  promised  land  below. 

Behind,  they  saw  the  snow-cloud  tossed 

By  many  an  icy  horn  ; 
Before,  warm  valleys,  wood-embossed. 

And  green  with  vines  and  com. 

They  lefl  the  Winter  at  their  backs 

To  flap  his  baffled  wing, 
And  downward,  with  the  cataracts, 

Leaped  to  the  lap  of  Spring. 

Strong  leader  of  that  mountain  band. 

Another  task  remains. 
To  break  from  Slavery's  de«rt  land 

A  path  to  Freedom  s  plains. 

The  winds  are  wild,  the  way  is  drear 
Yet,  flashing  through  the  night, 

Lo  !  icy  ridge  and  rocky  spear 
Blaze  out  in  moratng  iight  1 
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A  LAY  OF  ocn  TIME. 
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Rise  up,  Fkrmomt  !  and  gD  before ; 

The  Hour  must  have  its  Man  : 
Put  on  the  bunting-shirt  once  more, 

And  lead  in  FiMdom's  van  1 
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THE   CONQUEST  OF    FIN- 
LAND.« 

Aotoss  the  irocen  marshes 
The  winds  of  autumn  blow. 

And  the  fen-lands  of  the  Wetter 
Are  white  with  early  snow. 

But  where  the  low,  {^rav  headlands 
Look  o'er  the  Baltic  brine, 

A  bark  is  sailing  in  the  track 
Of  Eng^d's  battle-line. 

No  wares  hath  she  to  barter^ 
For  Bothnia's  fish  and  grain  ; 

She  saileth  not  for  pleasure. 
She  saileth  not  for  gain. 

But  still  by  isle  or  main-land 
She  drops  her  anchor  down. 

Where'er  the  British  cannon 
Rained  fire  on  tower  and  town. 

Ontepake  the  ancient  Amtman, 
At  the  gate  of  Helsingfors  : 
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Why  comes  this  ship  a-spying 
In  the  track  of  England  s  war 


wars?" 


"Gudblessher,"  said  the  coast-guard,^ 
'*  God  bless  the  ship,  I  say. 

The  holy  anjrels  trim  the  sails 
That  speed  her  on  her  way  I 

•*  Where'er  she  drops  her  anchor, 
The  peasant's  heart  is  glad  ; 

Where  er  she  spreads  her  parting  sail, 
The  peasant's  heart  is  sad. 

"  Each  wasted  town  and  hamlet 

She  visits  to  restore  ; 
To  roof  the  shattered  cabin. 

And  feed  the  starving  poor 

**  The  sunken  boats  of  fishers. 
The  foraged  beeves  and  grain, 

The  spoil  of  flake  and  storehouse. 
The  good  ship  brings  again. 


'*  And  so  to  Finland's  sorrow 
The  sweet  amend  is  made. 

As  if  the  healing  hand  of  Christ 
Upon  her  wounds  were  laid  1 " 

Then  said  the  gray  old  Amtman, 
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"  The  will  of  God  be  done  I 
The  battle  lost  bv  Enj^land's  hate, 
By  England's  love  is  won  1 

"  We  braved  the  iron  tempest 
That  thundered  on  our  shore  : 

Bui  when  did  kindness  fail  to  find 
The  key  to  Finland's  door? 

"  No  more  from  Aland's  ramparts 
Shall  warning  sienal  come, 

Nor  startled  Sweaborg  hear  again 
The  roll  of  midnight  drum. 

"  Beside  our  fierce  Black  Eagle 
The  Dove  of  Peace  shall  rest ; 

And  in  the  mouths  of  cannon 
The  sea-bird  make  her  nest. 

"  For  Finland,  looking  seaward. 

No  coming  foe  shaliscan ; 
And  the  holy  bells  of  Abo 

Shall  ring,  '  Good- will  to  man  I* 

"  Then  row  thy  boat,  O  fisher  I 
In  peace  on  lake  and  bay  ; 

And  thou,  young  maiden,  dance  again 
Around  the  poles  of  May  1 

"  Sit  down,  old  men,  tog^ether, 

Old  wives,  in  ouiet  spm  : 
Henceforth  the  Anglo-Saxon 

Is  the  brother  of  the  Finn  I " 


A  LAY  OF  OLD  TIME. 

WKITTKN     FOR     THB     ESSEX     COUKTT 
AGRICULTURAL  FAIR. 

One  morning  of  the^  first  sad  Fall, 

Poor  Adam  and  his  bride 
Sat  in  the  shade  of  Eden's  wall  — 

But  on  the  outer  side. 

She,  blushing  in  her  fig-leaf  suit 
For  the  chaste  garb  of  old : 
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He,  auhing  o'er  his  bitter  fruit 
For  Cden's  drupes  of  gold. 

Behind  them,  smiling  in  the  mora, 

Their  forfeit  nrden  lay. 
Before  them,  wud  with  rock  and  thorn. 

The  desert  stretched  away. 

They  heard  the  air  above  them  fanned, 

A  light  step  on  the  sward. 
And  lo  I  they  saw  before  them  stand 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  1 

**  Arise,*'  he  said,  "why  look  behind. 

When  hope  is  all  before^ 
And  patient  hand  and  wilhng  mind. 

Your  loss  may  yet  restore  r 

**  I  leave  with  you  a  spell  whose  power 

Can  make  the  desert  ^lad. 
And  call  around  you  fhiit  and  flower 

As  fiur  as  Eden  bad. 
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"  I  dothe  your  hands  with  power 
The  curse  from  off  your  soil : 

Your  very  doom  shall  seem  a  gift. 
Your  loss  a  gain  through  ToiL 

"  Go,  cheerful  as  yon  humming-bees, 

To  labor  as  to  play." 
White  glimmering  over  Eden*s  trees 

The  angel  passed  away. 

The  pil^Tims  of  the  world  went  forth 

Obedient  to  the  word. 
And  found  where'er  thev  tilled  the  earth 

A  garden  of  the  Lord ! 

The  thorn-tree  cast  its  evil  fruit 
And  blushed  with  plum  and  pear 

And  seeded  grass  and  trodden  root 
Grew  sweet  beneath  their  care. 

We  share  our  primal  parents*  fate, 

And  in  our  turn  ana  day, 
Look  back  on  Eden's  sworded  gate 

As  sad  and  lost  as  they. 

But  still  for  us  his  native  skies 

llie  pitying  Angel  leaves. 
And  leads  through  Toil  to  Paradise 

New  Adams  and  new  Eves  I 


WHAT  or  THE  DAY? 

A  SOUND  of  tumult  troubles  all  the  aii; 
Like  the  low  thonders  of  a  sult^ 
sky 
Far-roUing  ere  the  downr^t  lightning! 
glare; 
The  hills  blaze^  red  with  wansingi ; 

foes  draw  nigh. 
Treading  the  dark  with  challenge  and 
reply. 
Behold  _  the  burden  of  the  prophet** 

vision,  — 
The  gathering  hosts,  —  the  Valley  ol 
Decision, 
Dusk  witli  the  wings  of  ea^es  wheel- 
ing o'er. 
Day  of  the  Lord,  of  darkness  and  not 
light  I 
It  breaks  in  thunder  and  the  whirl- 
wind's roar  I 
Even  so.   Father  1     Let  thy  win  be 

done, — 
Turn  and  o'ertura,  end  what  thou  hast 

begun 
In  judgment  or  in  mercy :  as  for  me. 
If  but  the  least  and  frailest,  let  me  be 
Evermore  numbered  with  the  truly  free 
Who  find  thy  service  perfect  liberty  1 
I  lain  would  thank  Thee  that  my  mor- 
tal life 
Has  reached  the  hour  (albeit  through 
care  and  pain) 
When  Good  and  Evil,  as  for  finad  strife, 
Close  dim  and  vast  on  Armageddon's 
plain ; 
And  Michad  and  his  angels  once  arain 
Drive  howling  back  the  Spirits  of  the 
Night. 
O  for  the  faith  to  read  the  signs  aright 
And,  from  the  angle  of  thy  penect  sight. 
See  Truth's  white  banner  floating  on 

before ; 
And  the  Good  Cause,  de^ite  of  venal 

friends. 
And  base  expedients,  move  to  nolde 

ends: 
See  Peace  with  FreedcMn  make  to 
Time  amends, 
And,   throujii^h  its  cloud  of  dusL  the 
threshmg-floor. 
Flailed  by  thy  thunder,  heaped  witk 

chaffless  grain  1 
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MY  HAMESAKB. 
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THE  FIRST  FLOWERS. 

$'oR  ages  on  oar  river  borders, 
llwfte  tassels  in  their  tawny  bloom, 
I  And  willowy  studs  of  downy  silver, 
I       Have  prophesied  of  Spring  to  come. 
■ 

I  For  ans  have  the  unbound  waters 
Smued  on  them  from  iheir  pebbly 
hem, 
And  the  clear  carol  of  the  robin 
And  song  of  bluebird  welcomed  tl^m. 

Bat  never  yet  from  smiling  river, 

Or  song  of  earl  v  bird,  have  they 

Been  greeted  witn  a  gladder  welcome 

{      Than  whispers  from  my  heart  to-day. 

rhey  break  the  spell  of  cold  and  dark- 
ness, 

Ihe  weary  watch  of  sleepless  pain  : 
And  from  my  heart,  as  from  the  river, 

The  ice  of  winter  melts  again. 


Thanks,  Mary !  for  this  wild- wood  token 
Of  Freya|s  footsteps  drawing  near  ; 

Almost,  as  in  the  rune  of  Asgard, 
The  growring  of  the  grass  I  hear. 

It  is  as  if  the  pine-trees  called  me 
From  ceilea  room  and  silent  books, 

To  see  the  dance  of  woodland  shadows. 
And  hear  the  song  of  April  brooks  ! 

As  in  the  old  Teutonic  ballad 
Live  sin^ng[  bird  and  flowering  tree, 

Tosether  live  m  bloom  and  music, 
I  blend  in  song  thy  flowers  and  thee. 

£arth*8  rocky  tablets  bear  forever 
Thedintot  rain  and  small  bird'strack: 

Who  knows  but  that  my  idle  verses 
May  leave  some  trace  by  Merrimack  i 

The  bird  that  trod  the  mellow  layers 

Of  the  young  earth  is  sought  in  vain  : 
The  cloud  is  gone  that  wove  the  sand- 
stone. 
From  God*s  design,  with  threads  of 
rainl 

So,  when  this  fluid  age  we  live  in 
Shall  stiffsn  round  mycareless  rhyme, 
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Who  made  the  vagrant  tracks  may 
puzzle 
The  savans  of  the  coming  time  : 

And,  following  out  their  dim  sugges- 
tions, 

Some  idly-curious  hand  may  draw 
My  doubtful  portraiture,  as  Cuvier 

Drew  fi^h  and  bird  from  fin  and  daw. 

And  maidens  in  the  far-off  twilights. 
Singing  my  words  tobreezeandstrearo. 

Shall  wonder  if  the  old-time  Mary 
Were  real,  or  the  rhymer's  dream  1 
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MY  NAMESAKE. 

You  scarcely  need  mv  tardy  thanks, 
Who,  self-rewardea,  nurse  and  tend— 

Aereen  leafon  yourown  Green  Banks — 
rhe  memory  of  your  friend. 

For  me,  no  wreath,  bloom-woven,  hides 
I1ie  sobered  brow  and  lessening  hair : 

For  aught  I  know,  the  myrtled  sides 
Of  Helicon  are  bare. 

Their  scallop-shells  so  many  bring 
The  £[ibled  founts  of  song  to  try, 

They  've  drained,  for  aught  I  know,  the 
spring 
Of  Aganippe  dry. 

Ah  well  I— The  wreath  the  Muses  braid 
Proves  often  Folly's  cap  and  bell ; 

Methinks,  my  ample  beaver's  shade 
May  serve  my  turn  as  well. 

Let    Love's  and  Friendship's  tender 
debt 

Be  paid  by  those  I  love  in  life. 
Why  should  the  unborn  critic  whet 

For  me  his  scalping-knife  ? 

Why  should  the  stranger  peer  and  pry 
One's  vacant  house  of  life  about. 

And  drag  for  curious  ear  and  eye 
His  faults  and  follies  'Ut?  — 

Why  stuff,  for  fools  to  gaze  upon, 
with  chaff  of  words,  the  garb  hrwor^ 
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At  coni-husks  when  the  ear  is  gone 
Are  rustled  all  the  more  ? 

Let  kindly  Silence  close  again, 
The  picture  vanish  from  the  eye, 

And  on  the  dim  and  misty  main 
Let  the  small  ripple  die. 

Yet  not  the  less  I  own  your  claim 
To  grateful  thanks,  dear  friends  of 
mine. 

Hang,  if  it  please  you  so,  my  name 
Upon  your  household  line. 

Let  Fame  from  brazen  lips  blow  wide 
Her  chosen  names,  I  envy  none : 

A  mother's  love,  a  father's  pride. 
Shall  keep  alive  my  own  1 

Still  shall  that  name  as  now  recall 
The  younz  leaf  wet  with  morning  dew, 

The  glory  where  the  sunbeams  fail 
The  breezy  woodlands  through. 

That  name  shall  be  a  household  word, 
A  spell  to  waken  smile  or  sigh  : 

In  many  an  evening  prayer  be  heard 
And  cradle  lullaby. 

And  thou,  dear  child,  in  ni>er  da3r8 
When  asked  the  reason  of  thy  name, 

Shalt  answer:   "One  'twere  vain  to 
praise 
Or  censure  bore  the  same. 

"Some  blamed  him,  some   believed 
him  good,  — 
The  tnith  lay  doubtless  *twixt  the 
two, — 
He  reconciled  as  best  he  could 
Old  faith  and  fancies  new. 

"  In  him  the  grave  and  playful  mixed. 
And  wisdom  held  with  folly  truce, 

And  Nature  compromised  betwixt 
Good  fellow  and  recluse. 

*'  He  loved  his  friends,  forgave  his  foes: 
And,  if  his  words  were  harsh  at  times. 

He  spared  his  fellow-men,  —  his  blows 
Fell  only  on  their  crimes. 

*  He  loved  the  good  and  wise,  but  found 
His  human  heart  to  all  akin 


Who  met  hun  on  the  connnon  groond 
Of  suffering  and  of  sin. 

"  Whate'er  his  neiehbors  might  endui% 
Of  pain  or  grief  his  own  became; 

For  ail  the  ills  he  could  not  core 
He  held  himself  to  bUme. 

"  His  good  was  mainW  an  intent. 
His  evil  not  of  forethought  done; 

The  work  he  wrought  was  rarely  nmic 
Or  finished  as  begun. 

**  111  served  his  tides  of  feeling  straos 
To  turn  the  common  mills  of  use : 

Andj  over-restless  wines  of  song. 
His  birthright  garb  hung  loose  I 

"  His  eve  was  beautv's  powerless  slave; 

And  nis  the  ear  wnich  discord  pains  t 
Few  guessed  beneath  his  aspect  grave 

What  passions  strove  in  cnains. 

"  He  had  his  share  of  care  and  pain. 
No  holiday  was  life  to  him : 

Still  in  the  heirloom  cup  we  drain 
The  bitter  drop  will  swim. 

"Yet  Heaven  was  kind,  and  here  a  bird 
And  there  a  flower  beguiled  his  way ; 

And,  cool,  in  summer  noons,  he  heaitl 
The  fountains  plash  and  play. 

"  On  all  his  sad  or  restless  moods 
The  patient  peace  of  Nature  stole ; 

The  quiet  of  the  fieldf  and  woods 
Sank  deep  into  his  soul. 

"  He  worshipped  as  hif  Others  did. 
And  kept  the  faith  of  childish  da}*!, 

And,  howsoe'er  he  strayed  or  slid. 
He  loved  the  good  old  ways. 

"  The  simple  tastes,  the  kindly  traits, 
The  tranquil  air.  and  gentle  speech 

The  silence  of  the  soul  that  waits 
For  more  than  roan  to  teach. 

"  The  cant  of  party,  school,  and  ^ecf. 

Provoked  at  times  his  honer t  warn. 
And  Folly,  in  its  gray  req)ect. 

He  tossed  on  satire's  horn. 
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*'  But  still  his  heart  was  full  of  awe 
And  revereaoe  for  all  sacred  things ; 

Andi  brooding  over  form  and  law, 
He  saw  the  Spirit's  wings  I 

"  Life's  mystery  wrapt  him  like  a  cloud ; 

He  heard  iar  voices  mock  his  oqitm, 
The  sweep  of  wings  unseen,  the  loud, 

Long  roll  of  waves  unknown. 

**  The  arrows  of  his  straining  sight 
Fell  quenched  in  darkness;    priest 
and  sage, 

Like  lost  guides  callins  left  and  right. 
Perplexed  his  doubtful  age. 

"  Like  childhood,  listening;  for  the  sound 
Of  its  dropped  pebbles  in  the  well. 

An  vainly  do?ra  the  dark  profound 
His  brief-lined  plummet  fell. 


<f 


So,  scattering  flowers  with  pious  pains 
On  old  belief,  of  later  creeds, 
Which  claimed  a  placer  in  Truth's  do- 
mains, 
He  asked  the  title-deeds. 


«f 


He 


saw  the  old-time's  groves  and 
shrines 
In  the  long  distance  fair  and  dim ; 
And  heard,  Uke  sound  of  far-off  pines, 
The  century-mellowed  hymn  1 

"  He  dared  not  mock  the  Dervish  whirl. 
The  Brahmin's  rite,  the  Lama's  spell ; 

God  knew  the  heart :  Devotion's  pearl 
Might  sanctify  the  shell. 

*'  While  others  trod  the  altar  stairs 
He  Altered  like  the  publican ; 

And,  while  they  praised  as  saints,  his 
prayers 
Were  those  of  sinful  man. 


'*  For,  awed  by  Sinai's  Mount  of  Law, 
The  trembling  faith  alone  sufficed. 

That,  through  its  cloud  and  flame,  he 
saw 
The  sweet,  sad  face  of  Christ !  — 

**And   listening,    with    his    forehead 
bowed. 

Heard  the  Divine  compassion  fill 
The  pauses  of  the  trump  and  cloud 

With  whispers  small  and  still. 

"  The  words  he  spake,  the  thoughts  he 
penned. 

Are  mortal  as  his  hand  and  brain. 
But,  if  they  served  the  Master's  end. 

He  has  not  lived  in  vain  t " 

Heaven  make  thee  better  than   thy 
name, 
Child  of  my  friends! — For  thee  I 
crave 
What  riches  never  bought,  nor  fame 
To  mortal  longing  gave. 

I  pray  the  praver  of  Plato  old  : 
God  make  thee  beautiful  within. 

And  let  thine  eyes  the  good  behold 
In  everything  save  sin  I 

Imagination  held  in  cheeky 

To  serve  not  rule  thy  poised  mind ; 
Thy  Reason,  at  the  firown  or  beck 

Of  Conscience,  loose  or  bind. 

No  dreamer  thou,  but  real  all,  -^ 
Strong  manhood  crowning  vigorous 
youth ; 

Life  made  by  duty  epical 
And  rhythmic  with  the  truth. 

So  shall  that  life  the  fhiitage  yield 
Which  trees  of  healingonly  give. 

And  green-leafed  in  the  Eternal  fidd 
Of  God,  forever  live  I 
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I  CALL  the  old  time  back :  I  bring  these  lays 
To  thee,  in  memory  of  the  summer  days 
When,  by  our  native  streams  and  forest  ways, 

We  dreamed  them  over ;  while  the  rivulets  made 
Songs  of  their  own,  and  the  great  pine-trees  laid 
On  warm  noon-lights  the  masses  of  their  shade. 

And  she  was  with  us,  living  o*er  again 

Her  life  in  ours,  despite  of%ears  and  pain,  — 

The  autumn's  brightness  after  latter  rain. 

Beautiful  in  her  holy  peace  as  one 

Who  stands,  at  evening,  when  the  work  is  done, 

Glorified  in  the  setting  of  the  sun  I 

Her  memory  makes  our  common  landscape  seem 
I  Fairer  than  any  of  which  painters  dream, 

I  Lights  the  browii  hOIs  and  sings  in  every  stream : 


For  she  whose  speech  was  always  truth's  pore  gold 
Heard,  not  unpleased,  its  simple  legends  ttdd. 
And  loved  wvlh  us  the  beautinil  and  old. 
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THE  WITCH'S  DAUGHTER. 

It  was  the  pleasant  harvest  time. 
When  ceuar-bins  are  closely  stowed. 
And  garrets  bend  beneath  their  load, 

l.\nd  the  old  swallow-haunted  bams — 
Brown-gabled,  long,  and  full  of  seams 
Through  which  the  moted  sunlight 
streams, 

I  And  winds  blow  freshly  in,  to  shake 
The  red  plumes  of  the  roosted  cocks, 
And  the  loose   hay-mow's   scented 
locks— 

Are  filled  with  summer's  ripened  stores, 
Its  odorous  grass  and  barley  sheaves, 
From  their  lowscaffi>ldsto  their  eaves. 

))n  Esek  Harden's  oaken  floor, 
With  manyananturon  threshing  worn, 
Lay  the  heaped  ears  of  unhusked  com. 

And  thither  came  young  men  and  maids. 
Beneath  a  moon  that,  laige  and  low. 
Lit  that  sweet  eve  of  long  ago. 

'fhey  took   their   places;    some    by 
chance. 
And  others  by  a  merry  voice 
Or  sweet  smile  guided  to  their  choice. 

How  pleasantly  the  rising  moon. 
Between  the  shadow  of  the  mows. 
Looked  on  them  through  the  great 
elm-boughs  I  — 

On  stufdy  boyhood  sun-embrowned. 
On  Kirlhood  with  its  solid  curves 
Of  healthful  strength  and  painless 
serves  1 


And  jests  went  round,  and  laughs  that 
made 
The  house-dog  answer  with  his  howl, 
And  kept  astir  the  barn-yard  fi>wl ; 

And  quaint  old  songs  their  fethers  sung. 
In  I>erby  dales  and  Yorkshire  moors. 
Ere    Norman    William    trod    their 
shores; 

And  tales,  whose  merry  license  shook 
The  fat  sides  of  the  Saxon  thane, 
Foigetiul  of  the  hovering  Dane  I 

But  still  the  sweetest  voice  was  mute 
That  river-valley  ever  heard 
From  lip  of  maid  or  throat  of  bird ; 

For  Mabel  Martin  sat  apart, 
And  let  the  hay-mow's  shadow  fiill 
Upon  the  loveliest  face  of  alL 

She  sat  apart,  as  one  forbid. 
Who  knew  that  none  would  conde. 

scend 
To  own  the  Witch-wife's  child   a 
friend. 

The  seasons  scarce  had  gone  theirround, 
Since  curious  thousands  thronged  to 

see 
Her  mother  on  the  gallows-tree ; 

And  mocked  the  palsied  limbs  of  age. 
That  faltered  on  the  fatal  stairs. 
And   wan   lip   trembling   witn    its 
prayers  1 

Few  questioned  of  the  sorrowing  child, 
Or,  when  they  saw  the  mother  die, 
Dreamed  of  we  daughter's  agony. 
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They  went  ap  to  Iheir  homes  that  day. 
As  men  ana  Christians  justified ; 
God  willed  it,  and  the  wretch  had 
diedl 

Z>ear  God  and  Father  of  us  all. 
Forgive  our  faith  in  cruel  lies,  — 
Foii^ve  the  blindness  that  denies  I 

Forgive  thy  creature  when  he  takes, 
For  the  all-perfect  love  thou  art. 
Some  grim  creation  of  his  hean. 

Cast  down  our  idols,  OTerturo 
Our  bloody  altars ;  let  us  see 
Thyself  in  thy  humanity  I 

Poor  Mabel  firoro  her  mother's  grave 
Crept  to  her  desolate  hearth-stone. 
And  wrestled  with  her  fate  alone ; 

With  love,  and  anger,  and  despair. 
The  phantoms  of  disordered  sense, 
The  awful  doubts  of  Providence  I 

The  school-boys  jeered  her  as  they 
passed, 
And,  when  she  sought  the  house  of 

prayer, 
Her  mother's  curse  pureued  her  there. 

And  still  o'er  many  a  neighboring  door 
She   saw    the    hofsesnoe's    curv61 

charm, 
Toguard  against  her  mother*sharm ; — 

That  mother,  poor,  and  sick,  and  lame, 
Who  daily,  oy  the  old  arm-chair, 
Folded  her  withered  hands  in  pray> 
er;  — 

Who  turned,  in  Salem's  dreary  jail, 
Her  worn  old  Bible  o'er  and  o'er. 
When  her  dim  eyes  could  read  no 
more  I 

Sore  tried  and  pained,  the  poor  giri 

kept 
Her  faith,  and  trusted  that  her  way, 
So  dark,  would  somewhere  meet  tne 

day. 

And  still  her  weary  wheel  went  ronnd 
Day  after  day.  with  no  relief ; 
SttuUl  leisure  nave  the  poor  for  grie£ 


So  in  the  shadow  Mabel  sits: 
Untouched  by  mirth  she  sees  and 

hears. 
Her  smile  is  sadder  than  her  tean. 

But  cruel  eyes  have  found  her  out, 
And  cruel  lips  repeat  her  name. 
And  tauiK  oer  with  her  mother's 
shame. 

She  answered  not  with  railiog  wordib 
But  drew  her  apron  o'er  her  fiice. 
And,  sobbing,  glided  from  the  pUoe. 

And  only  pausing  at  the  door. 
Her  sad  eyes  met  the  troubled  gas* 
Of  one  who,  in  her  better  days. 

Had  been  her  warm  and  steady  friend, 
Ere  yet  her  mother's  doom  had  made 
Even  Esek  Harden  half  afiaid. 

He  felt  that  mute  appeal  of  tears. 
And,  starting,  with  an  amny  frown 
Hushed  all   the   wicked  munnurs 
down. 


(f 


Good  neighbors  mine,"  he  sternly 

nid, 
"  This  passes  harmless  mirth  or  jest ; 
I  brook  no  insult  to  my  guest 


"  She  is  indeed  her  mother's  chfld ; 
But  God's  sweet  pity  ministers 
Unto  no  whiter  soul  than  hers. 


It 


Let  Goody  Martni  rest  in  peace : 

I  never  knew  her  harm  a  fly. 

And  witch  or  not,  God  knows* — not  I. 


"  I  know  who  swore  her  life  away : 
And,  as  God  lives,  I  'd  not  condem* 
An  Indiam  dog  on  word  of  them.'' 


»t 


The  broadest  lands  in  all  the  town. 
The  skill  to  guide,  the  power  to  awe. 
Were  Harden's;  and  his  word  was 
law. 

None  dared  withstand  him  to  his  fiicob 
But  one  sly  maiden  make  aside : 
"  The  UtUe  witch  is  evil-eyed  I 
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-  Her  mother  oaly  Wiled  a  cow. 
Or  witched  a  chum  or  dairy-pan  ; 
But  she,   fonooth,  must  charm   a 
mant" 

Poor  Mabel,  in  her  lonely  home. 
Sat  by  the  window's  narrow  pane, 
White  in  the  moonlight's  nlver  rain. 

The  river,  on  its  pebbled  lim, 
Made  moaic  such  as  childhood  knew ; 
The  door-yard  tree  was  whispered 
through 

By  voices  sndi  as  childhood's  ear 
Had  heaid  in  moooliahts  long  ago ; 
And  through  the  wiUow-boughs  be- 
low 

She  saw  the  rippled  waters  shine ; 
Beyond,  in  waves  of  shade  and  light 
The  hills  rolled  off  into  the  night. 

Sweet  sounds  and  pictures  mocking  so 
The  sadness  of  her  human  lot. 
She  saw  and  heard,  but  heeded  not 

She  strove  to  drown  her  sense  of  wrong, 
And,  in  her  old  and  simple  way. 
To  teach  her  bitter  heart  to  pray. 

Poor  child  1  the  prayer,  begun  in  faith. 
Grew  to  a  low,  despairing  cry^ 
Of  utter  misery  :  "  Let  roe  die  I 

••  Oh  I  take  me  from  the  scomfiil  eyes 
And  hide  me  where  the  cruel  speech 
And  mocking  finger  may  not  reach  1 


«( 


••  I  dare  not  breathe  my  mother's  name : 
A  daughter's  right  I  dare  not  crave 
To  weep  above  her  unblest  grave  I 

••  Let  me  not  live  until  my  heart. 
With  few  to  pity,  and  with  none 
To  love  me,  hardens  into  stone. 

"  O  God  I  have  mercy  on  thy  child, 
Whose  faith  in  thee  grows  weak  and 

*''™*11»  « «       •..    11 1 1» 

And  take  me  ere  I  lose  it  all  I 


A  shadow  on  the  moonlight  fell. 
And  murmuring  wind  and  wave  be- 
came 
A  voice  whose  burden  was  her  name. 

Had  then  God  heard  her?    Had  he 

His  angel  down  ?    In  flesh  and  blood. 
Before  tier  £8ek  Harden  stood  1 

He  laid  his  hand  upon  her  arm  : 
"Dear  Mabel,   this  no  more  shall 

be ; 
Who  scoflb  at  you,  must  scoff  at  me. 

You  know  rough  Eaek  Harden  well  ; 
And  if  he  seems  no  suitor  gay. 
And  if  his  hair  is  touched  with  gray, 

"The  maiden  grown  shall  never  find 
His  heart  less  warm  than  when  she 

smiled,  i.ijif» 

Upon  his  knees,  a  httle  child  I 

Her  tears  of  grief  were  tears  of  joy. 
As,  folded  m  his  strong  embrace. 
She  looked  in  Esek  Harden's  face. 

"  Q  truest  friend  of  all! »'  she  said,^ 
"God   bless  you   for  your   kindly 

thought. 
And  make  me  worthy  of  my  tot  I 

He  led  her  through  his  dewy  ficW*. 
To   where    the    swinging    lanterns 

And^hrou|h  the  doors  the  buskers 
showed. 

Good  friends  and  neighbors  I"  Esek 

"  I  'm  weary  of  this  lonely  life ; 
In  Mabel  see  my  chosen  wife  I 

"  She  greets  you  kindly,  one  and  all : 

The  past  is  past,  ana  »"  .o"!*!^.^* 
Falls  harmless  from  her  mnocence. 

-  Henceforth  she  stands  no  more  alon^; 
You  know  what  Esek  Harden  is  .  ^^ 
He  brooks  no  wrong  to  bun  or  nis. 
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Now  let  the  merriest  tales  be  told. 
And  let  the  sweetest  songs  be  sung 
That  ever  made  the  old  heart  youug  1 

For  now  the  lost  has  found  a  home  ; 
And  a  lone    hearth  shall  brighter 

bum. 
As  all  the  household  joys  return  t 


Of  pleasantly  the  harvest-moon. 
Between  the  shadow  of  the  mows, 
Looked  on  them  through  the  grv^t 
elm-boughs  I 

On  Mabel's  curls  of  golden  hair. 
On  Esek's  shaggy  strength  it  fell : 
And  the  wind  wmspered,  '*  It  is  well  1* 


THE  GARRISON  OF  CAPE  ANN. 

From  the  hills  of  home  forth  looking,  far  beneath  the  tent-like  span 
Of  the  sky,  I  see  the  white  gleam  ofthe  headland  of  Cape  Ann. 
Well  I  know  its  coves  and  beaches  to  the  ebb-tide  glimmering  down, 
And  the  white-walled  hamlet  children  of  its  ancient  fishing-town. 

Long  has  passed  the  summer  mominji;,  and  its  memory  waxes  old, 
When  along  yon  breezy  headlands  with  a  pleasant  friend  I  strolled. 
Ah  I  the  autumn  sun  is  shinine,  and  the  ocean  wind  blows  cool. 
And  the  golden-rod  and  aster  bloom  around  thy  grave,  Rantool  I 

With  the  memory  of  that  morning  by  the  summer  sea  I  blend 

A  wild  and  wonarous  story,  by  the  younger  Mather  penned, 

In  that  quaint  Magnalia  Christiy  with  all  strange  and  marvelloos  thingB, 

Heaped  up  huge  and  undigested,  like  the  chaos  Ovid  sings. 

Dear  to  me  these  far,  ^int  glimpses  ofthe  dual  life  of  old, 

Inward,  grand  with  awe  and  reverence ;  outward,  mean  and  coarse  and  coM 

Gleams  of  mystic  beauty  playing  over  dull  and  vulgar  day, 

Golden -threaded  fancies  weaving  in  a  web  of  h<^den  gray. 

l*he  great  eventful  Present  hides  the  Past :  bnt  through  the  din 
Of  its  loud  life  hints  and  echoes  from  the  life  behind  steal  in  : 
And  the  lore  of  home  and  fireside,  and  the  legendary  rhyme, 
Make  the  task  of  duty  lighter  which  the  true  man  owes  his  time. 

So,  with  something  of  the  feeling  which  the  Covenanter  knew. 

When  with  pious  chisel  wandering  Scotland's  moorland  ^veyards  throng^ 

From  the  graves  of  old  traditions  I  part  the  blackberrv-vmes, 

Wipe  the  moss  firom  off  the  headstones,  and  retouch  the  faded  lines. 


Where  the  sea-waves  back  and  forward,  hoarse  with  rolling  pebbles,  ran. 
The  garrison-house  stood  watching  on  the  gray  rocks  of  Cape  Ann ; 
On  its  windy  site  uplifting  gabled  roof  and  palisade, 
And  rough  walls  of^ unhewn  timber  with  the  moonlight  overlaid. 

On  his  slow  round  walked  the  sentry,  south  and  eastward  looking  forth 
O'er  a  rude  and  broken  coast-line,  white  with  breakers  stretching  north,  - 
Wood  and  rock  and  gleaming:  sand-drift,  lagged  capes,  with  bush  and  tre« 
Leaning  inland  fram  the  smiting  ofthe  wiloand  gusty 
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Before  the  deep-mouthed  chimney,  dimly  lit  by  dying  brands. 
Twenty  soldiers  sat  and  waited,  with  their  muskets  in  their  hands ; 
On  the  rough-hewn  oaken  table  the  venison  haunch  was  shared, 
And  the  pewter  tankard  circled  slowly  round  from  beard  to  beard. 

Long  they  sat  and  talked  toother,  -7  talked  of  wizards  Satan-sold : 
Of  all  ghostly  sights  and  noises  —  signs  and  wonders  manifold ; 
Of  the  spectre-ship  of  Salem,  with  the  dead  men  in  her  shrouds, 
Sailing  sheer  above  the  water,  in  ihe  loom  of  morning  clouds ; 

Of  the  marvellous  valley  hidden  in  the  depths  of  Gloucester  woods, 
Full  of  plants  that  love  the  summer,  —  blooms  of  warmer  latitudes 
Where  the  Arctic  birch  is  braided  by  the  trojpic's  flowery  vines. 
And  the  white  magnolia-blossoms  star  the  twilight  of  the  pines  I 

But  their  voices  sank  yet  lower,  sank  to  husky  tones  of  fear, 
As  they  spake  of  pcesent  tokens  of  the  powers  of  evil  near; 
Of  a  spectral  host,  defying  stroke  of  steel  and  aim  of  gun  : 
Never  yet  was  ball  to  slay  them  in  the  mould  of  mortals  run  I 

Thrice,  with  plumes  and  flowing  scalp^locka,  from  the  midnight  wood  they  came, " 
Thrice  around  the  block-house  marching,  met,  unharmed  its  volleyed  flame : 
Then,  with  mocking  laugh  and  gesture,  sunk  in  earth  or  lost  in  air, 
All  the  ghostly  woDder  vanished,  and  the  moonlit  sands  lay  bare. 

Midnight  came ;  from  out  the  forest  moved  a  dusky  mass  that  soon 
Grew  to  warriors,  plumed  and  painted,  grimly  marching  in  the  moon. 
"  Ghosts  or  witches^"  said  the  captam,  3' thus  I  foil  the  Evil  One !  " 
And  be  rammed  a  silver  button,  from  bis  doublet,  down  his  gun. 

Once  again  the  spectral  horror  moved  the  guarded  wall  about : 
Once  again  the  levelled  muskets  through  the  palisades  flashed  out. 
With  that  deadljr  aim  the  squirrel  on  his  tree-top  might  not  shun, 
Nor  the  beach-bird  seaward  flying  with  his  slant  wing  to  the  sun. 

Like  the  idle  rain  of  summer  sped  the  harmless  shower  of  lead. 
With  a  laugh  of  fierce  derision,  once  again  the  phantoms  fled; 
Once  again,  without  a  shadow  on  the  sands  the  moonlight  lay, 
And  the  white  smoke  curling  through  it  drifted  slowly  down  the  bay  I 

"  God  preserve  us  I "  said  the  captain ;  "  never  mortal  foes  were  there : 
They  have  vanished  with  their  leader,  Prince  and  Power  of  the  air  I 
Lay  aside  your  useless  weapons ;  skill  and  prowess  naught  avail ; 
They  who  do  the  Devil's  service  wear  their  master's  coat  of  mail  I  *' 

So  the  night  grew  near  to  cock-crow,  when  again  a  warning  call 
Roused  the  score  of  weary  soldiers  watching  round  the  dusky  hall : 
And  they  looked  to  flint  and  priming,  and  they  longed  for  break  of  day  ■ 
But  the  captain  closed  his  Bihle  :  "  Let  us  cease  from  man,  and  pray  I  ^ 

To  the  men  who  went  before  us,  all  the  unseen  powers  seemed  near. 
And  their  steadfast  strength  of  courage  struck  its  roots  in  holy  fear. 
Every  hand  forsook  the  musket,  every  head  was  bowed  and  bare, 
Every  stout  knee  pressed  the  flag-stones,  as  the  captain  led  in  pray«r. 
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Ceased  thereat  the  iriTstic  marching  of  the  spectres  round  the  mlL 
But  a  sound  abhorreci,  unearthly,  smote  the  ears  and  hearts  of  all, -^ 
Howls  of  rage  and  shrieks  of  an{i;uish  !    Never  after  momd  man 
Saw  the  ghostly  leaguers  marching  round  the  block-house  of  Cape  Ann. 

So  to  us  who  walk  in  summer  through  the  cool  and  sea-blown  town. 
From  the  childhood  of  its  people  comes  the  solemn  leeend  dowik 
Not  in  vain  the  ancient  fiction,  in  whose  moral  lives  the  youth 
And  the  fitness  and  the  freshness  of  an  undecaying  truth. 

Soon  or  late  to  all  our  dwellings  come  the  spectres  of  the  mind. 
Doubts  and  fears  and  dread  forebodings,  in  the  darkness  undefined ; 
Round  us  throng  the  grim  projections  of  the  heart  and  of  the  brain^ 
And  our  pride  of  strength  is  weakness,  and  the  cunning  hand  is  vaio. 

In  the  dark  we  err  like  children  ;  and  no  answer  fi'iMn  cm  high 
Breaks  the  cry^ftu  spheres  of  silence,  and  no  white  wings  downward  fly ; 
But  the  heavenly  help  we  prav  for  comes  to  faith,  and  not  to  sight. 
And  our  prayers  themselves  (uive  backward  all  the  spirits  of  the  night  I 


TH£  PROPHECY  OF  SAMUEL 
SEWALL. 

1697. 

Up  and  down  the  village  streets 
Strange  are  the  forms  m]r  ^ncy  meets. 
For  the  thoughts  and  tmngs  of  to-day 

are  hi(^ 
And  through  the  veil  of  a  cIosM  lid 
The  ancient  worthies  I  see  again  : 
I  hear  the  tap  of  the  elder's  cane. 
And  his  awful  periwig  I  see, 
And  the  silver  buckles  of  shoe  and 

knee. 
Statelv  and  slow,  with  thoughtful  air, 
His  black  cap  hiding  his  whitened  hair, 
Walks  the  Judge  of  the  great  Assize, 
Samuel  Sewall  the  good  and  wise. 
His  face  with  lines  of  firmness  wrought. 
He  wears  the  look  of  a  man  unbought, 
Who  swears  to  his  hurt  and  changes 

not; 
Yet,  touched  and  softened  nevertheless 
With  the  grace  of  Christian  gentle- 
ness, 
The  £ice  that  a  child  would  climb  to 

kissl 
True  and  tender  and  brave  and  just, 
That  man  might  honor  amd  woman 
truat 


Touching  and  sad,  a  tale  is  told. 
t>ike  a  penitent  hymn  of  the  PsaunM 

Old, 
Of  the  fast  which  the  good  man  life- 
long kept 
With  a  haunting  sorrow  that  never  slept. 
As  the  circling  year  broitght  round  the 

time 
Of  ar  error  that  left  the  sting  of  crime, 
Wheh  he  sat  on  the  bench  of  the  witch- 
craft courts, 
With  the  laws  of  Moses  and  Hale*8 

Reports, 
And  spake,  in  the  name  of  both,  the 

word 
That  ^ve  the  witch's  neck  to  the  cord. 
And  piled  the  oaken  planks  that  pressed 
The    feeble    life   from   the   warlock's 

breast ! 
All  the  day  longi  from  dawn  to  dawn, 
H  is  door  was  bolted,  his  curtain  drawn : 
No  foot  on  his  silent  threshold  trod. 
No  eye  looked  on  him  save  that  of  God. 
As  he  baffled  the  ghosts  of  the  dead 

with  charms 
Of  penitent   tears,   and    prayers,  and 

psalms. 
And,  with  precious  proofr  fit>m   the 

sacred  word 
Of  the  boundless  pity  and  love  of  the 
Lord, 
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His  £iith  confirmed  and  his  trust  re- 
newed 

Th>  «the  sin  of  his  ignorance,  sorely 
rued, 

M  is'it  be  washed  away  in  the  mingled 
^ood 

Of  hisViaman  sorrow  and  Christ's  dear 
b!oodl 

Green  \0reTer  the  memory  be 
Of  the  J^ge  of  the  old  'ITieocracy, 
Whom  even  his  errors  glorified, 
Like  a  ikr-aeen,  sunlit  mountain-side  ^ 
By  the  do  }y  shadows  which  o*er  it 

glide  7 
Honor  and  praise  to  the  Puritan 
Who  the  rait  '-ng  step  of  his  aee  outran, 
And,  seeing  t  je  infinite  worth  of  man 
In  the  priceless  gift  the  Father  gave, 
In  the  mfinite  I  ive  that  stooped  to  save. 
Dared  not  bra&  i  his  brother  a  slave  I 
'*  Who  doth  such  wrong,*'  he  was  wont 

to  say. 
In  his  own  quais  ,  picture-loving  way, 
*'  Flings  up  to  Heaven  a  hand-grenade 
Which  God  shall  cast  down  upon  his 

headi" 

Widely  as  heav^^j  and  hell,  contrast 
That  brave  old  jurist  of  the  past 
And  the  cunning  tiickster  and  knave 

of  courts 
Who  the  holy  featu^js  of  Truth  dis- 

tort^  — 
Ruling  as  right  the  will  of  the  strong, 
Poverty,  crime,  and  w  akness  wrong  ; 
Wide-eared  to  power,  to  the  wronged 

and  weak 
Deaf  as  E^pt's  gods  t /leck  ; 
Scoffing  aside  at  partv^  nod 
Order  of  nature  and  law  of  God : 
For  whose  dabbled  ermi  t  respect  were 

waste. 
Reverence  folly,  and  awe  misplaced  ; 
Justice  of  whom  't  were  \jAn  to  seek 
As  firom  Koordish  robber  or  Syrian 

Sheik  I 
O,  leave  the  wretch  to  h\    bribes  and 

sins; 
Let  him  rot  in  the  web  of  Ii<    he  spins  I 
To  the  saintly  soul  of  the  eSrly  day. 
To  the  Christian  judge,  let  us  tarn  and 

«y: 

18 


"Praise   and  thanks   for  an   honest 

man  I  — 
Glory  to  God  for  the  Puritan  I  '* 

I  see,  far  southward,  this  quiet  day, 
The  hills  of  Newbury  rolling  away, 
With  the  many  tints  of  the  season  gay, 
Dreamily  blending  in  autumn  mist 
Crimson,  and  gold,  and  amethyst 
Long    and    low,    with     dwarf    trees 

crowned. 
Plum  Island  lies,  like  a  whale  aground, 
A  stone's  toss  over  the  narrow  sound. 
Inland,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  go, 
The  hills  curve  round  like  a  bended 

bow: 
A  silver  arrow  firom  out  them  sprung, 
I  see  the  shine  of  the  Quasycung ; 
And,  round  and  round,  over  valley  and 

hill. 
Old  roads  winding,  as  old  roads  will, 
Here  to  a  ferry,  and  there  to  a  mill ; 
And  glimpses  of  chimneys  and  gabled 

eaves. 
Through  green  elm  arches  and  maple 

leaves,  — 
Old  homesteads  sacred  to  all  that  can 
Gladden  or  sadden  the  heart  of  man,  — 
Oyer  whose  thresholds  of  oak  and  stone 
Life  and  Death  have  come  and  gone  ! 
There  pictured  tiles  iu  the  fireplace 

snow. 
Great  beams  sag  fix>m  the  ceiling  low. 
The  dresser  glitters  with  polisheowares, 
The  long  clock  ticks  on  the  foot-worn 

stairs. 
And  the  low,  broad  chimney  shows  the 

crack 
By  the  earthquake    made   a  century 

back. 
Up  fi'om  their  midst  springs  the  village 

spire 
With  the  crest  of  its  cock  in  the  sun 

afire ; 
Beyond  are  orchards  and  planting  lands. 
And  great  salt  marshes  and  glimmering 

sands, 
And,  where  north  and  south  the  coast- 
lines run. 
The  blink  of  the  sea  in  breexe  and  sun  I 

I  see  it  all  like  a  chart  unrolled, . 
But  my  thoughts  are  fiill  of  the  past 
and  old. 
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I  hear  the  tales  of  my  boyhood  told  ; 
And  the  shadows  and  shapes  of  early 

days 
Flit  dimly  by  in  the  veiling  haze. 
With  measured  movement  and  rhyth- 
mic chime 
Weaving  like  shuttles  ray  web  of  rhyme. 
I  think  of  the  old  man  wise  and  good 
Who    once    on   yon    misty   hillsides 

stood, 
(A  poet  who  never  measured  rhvme, 
A  seer  unknown  to  his  dull-eared  time*) 
And,    propped    on    his    staff  of  age, 

looked  down. 
With  his  boyhood's  love,  on  his  native 

town. 
Where,  written,  as  if  on  its  hills  and 

plains. 
His  btuden  of  prophecy  yet  remains, 
For  the  voices  of  wood,  and  wave,  and 

wind 
To  read  in   the   eau*  of  the   musing 

mind :  — 

"  As  long  as  Plum  Island,  to  guard 

the  coast 
As  God  appointed,  shall  keep  its  post ; 
As  long  as  a  salmon  shall  naunt  the 

deep 
Of  Merrimack  River,  or  sturgeon  leap ; 
As  long  as  pickerel  swift  and  slim, 
Or  red-backed  perch,  in  Crane  Pond 

swim : 
As  long^  as  the  annual  sea-fowl  know 
Their  time  to  come  and  their  time  to 

go; 
As  long  as  cattle  shall  mam  at  will 
The  green,  grass  meadows  by  Turkey 

Hill; 
As  lon^  as  sheep  shall  look  from  the 

side 
Of  Oldtown  Hill  on  marishes  wide. 
And  Parker  River,  and  salt-sea  tide  ; 
As  long  as  a  wandering  pigeon  shall 

search 
The  fields  below  from  his  white-oak 

perch. 
When  the  barley-harvest  is  ripe  and 

shorn 
And  the  dry  husks  fall  from  the  stand- 
ing com ; 
As  long  as  Nature  shall  not  grow  old. 
Nor  drop  hef  work  from  her  doting 

hold. 


And  her  care  for  the  Indian  com  ioise^ 
And  the  yellow  rows  in  pairs  to  set ;  — 
So  long  shall  Christians  here  be  bom. 
Grow  up  and  ripen  as  God's  sweet 

com  I  — 
By  the  beak  of  bird,  by  the  breath  ol 

frost 
Shall  never  a  holy  ear  be  lost. 
But,  husked  by  Death  in  the  Punter's 

Be  sown  Again  in  the  fields  of  Ught  I ' 


if> 


The  Island  still  is  purple  with  plums, 

Up  the  river  the  salmon  comes, 

The  sturgeon  leaps,  and  the  wild-fowl 

feeds 
On  hillside  berries  and  marish  seeds,—* 
All  the  beautifiil  signs  remain, 
From  spring-time  sowing  to  autumn 

ram 
The  good  man*s  vision  returns  again ! 
And  let  us  hope,  as  well  we  can. 
That  the  Silent  Angel  who  gamers  man 
May  find  some  grain  asof  oud  he  found 
In  the  human  cornfield  ripe  and  sound. 
And  the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  deign  to 

own 
The  precious  seed  by  the  fiithers  «i«n  t 


SKIPPER  IR£SON*S  RIDE. 

Or  all  the  rides  since  the  birth  of  time^ 
Told  in  story  or  sung  in  rhyme,  — 
On  Apuleius's  Golden  Ass, 
Or  one-eyed  Calendar's  horse  of  braai^ 
Witch  astride  of  a  human  hack, 
Islam's  prophet  on  Al-Borik, — 
The  strangest  ride  that  ever  was  sped 
Was  Ireson's,  out  finom  Marblehead  ! 
Old  Floyd  Ireson,  for  his  hard  hear^ 
Tarred  and  feathered  and  carried  is 
a  cart 
By  the  women  of  Marblehead  I 

Body  of  turkey,  head  of  owl. 
Wings  a-droop  like  a  rained-on  fowl. 
Feathered  ana  ruffled  in  every  part. 
Skipper  Ireson  stood  in  the  art. 
Scores  of  women,  old  and  young, 
Strong  of  muscle,  and  glib  of  toogo^ 
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Poshed  and  pulled  up  the  rocky  Une, 
Shouting  and  singing  the  shrill  refrain  : 
"  Here 's  Flud  Oireon,  fiir  his  horrd 

horrt, 
Tofr'd  an'  fiitherr*d  an'  con'd  in  a 
corrt 
By  the  women  o'  Morble'ead  I  '* 

Wrinkled  scolds  with  hands  on  hips. 
Girls  in  bloom  of  cheek  and  lips, 
Wild-eyed,  firee-limbed,  such  as  chase 
Bacchus  round  some  antique  vase. 
Brief  of  skirt*  with  ankles  bare, 
Loose  of  kerchief  and  loose  of  hair, 
With  conch-shells  blowing  and  fish- 
horns'  twang, 
Over  and  over  the  ^laenads  sanjg : 
**  Here 's  Flud  Oirson,  fur  hjs  horrd 

horrt, 
Torr'd  an'  futherr'd  an*  corr'd  in  a 
corrt 
By  the  women  o*  Morble'ead  I " 

Small  pity  for  him  1  —  He  sailed  away 
From  a  leaking  ship,  iu  Chaleur  Bay,  — 
SaiJed  away  from  a  sinking  wreck, 
With  his  own  town's-people  on   her 

deck  I 
"Lay  by  I   lay  byl"    they  called  to 

nim. 
Back  he  answered,  "  Sink  or  swim  1 
Brag  of  your  catch  offish  again  !  " 
And  o^  he  sailed  through  the  fog  and 

rain  ! 
Old  Floyd  Ireson,  for  his  hard  heart, 
Tarred  and  feathered  and  carried  in 

a  cart 
By  the  women  of  Marblehead  ! 

Fathoms  deep  in  dark  Chaleur 
That  wreck  shall  lie  forevermore. 
Mother  and  sister,  wife  and  maid. 
Looked  from  the  rocks  of  Marblehead 
Orer  the  moaning  and  rainy  sea,  — • 
Looked  for  the  coming  that  might  not 

be  I 
What  did  the  winds  and  the  sea-birds 

say 
Of  the  cruel  captain  who  sailed  away  ?  — 
Old  Floyd  Ireson,  for  his  hard  heart. 
Tarred  and  feathered  and  carried  in 
a  tart 
Bt  the  women  of  Marblehead  1 


Through  the  street,  on  either  side. 
Up  flew  windoM^  doors  swun^  wide  ; 
Sharp-tongued  spinsters,  old  wives  gray. 
Treble  lent  the  nsh-horn's  bray. 
Sea-worn  grandsires,  cripple-bound. 
Hulks  of  md  sailors  run  aground, 
Shook  head,  and  fist,  and  hat,  and  cane. 
And  cracked  with  curses  the  hoarse 

refrain : 
"  Here  's  Flud  Oirson,  fur  his  horrd 

horrt, 
-  Torr'd  an'  futherr'd  an'  corr'd  in  a 

corrt 
By  the  women  o'  Morble'ead  !  " 

Sweetly  along  the  Salem  road 
Bloom  of  orchard  and  lilac  showed. 
Little  the  wicked  skipper  knew 
Of  the  fields  so  green  and  the  sky  so 

blue. 
Riding  there  in  his  sorry  trim, 
Like  an  Indian  idol  glum  and  grim, 
Scarcely  he  seemed  tlie  sound  to  hear 
Of  voices  shouting,  far  and  near  : 
"  Here  's  Flud  Oirson,  fiir  his  horrd 

horrt, 
Torr'd  an*  futherr'd  an'  corr'd  in  a 
corrt 
By  the  women  o*  Morble'ead  1 " 

"Hear  me,  neighbors  I "   at  last   he 

cried,  — 
"  What  to  me  is  this  noisy  ride  ? 
What  is  the  shame  that  clothes  the  skin 
To  the  nameless  horror  ihallives within? 
Waking  or  sleeping,  I  see  a  wreck. 
And  hear  a  cry  from  a  reeling  deck  ! 
Hate  me  and  curse  me,  —  I  only  dread 
The  hand  of  God  and  the  face  of  the 

dead  I " 
Said  old  Floyd  Ireson,  for  his  hard 

heart. 
Tarred  and  feathered  and  carried  in 

a  cart 
By  the  women  of  Marblehead  ! 

Then  the  wife  of  the  skipper  lost  at  sea 
Said,  "  God  has  touched  him  !  —  why 

sliould  we  ?  "  ^ 
Said  an  old  wife  mourning  her  only  son, 
"  Cut  the  rogue's  tether  and  let  him 

run!" 
So  with  sof>  relentings  and  rude  excuiie. 
Half  scorn,  ^alf  pity  they  cut  him  loose. 
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And  gave  him  a  cloak  to  hide  him  in, 
And  left  him  alone  with  his  shame  and 
sin. 
Poor  Floyd  Ireson,  for  his  hard  heart, 
Tarred  and  feathered  and  carried  in 
a  cart 
By  the  women  of  Marhlehead  I 


TELLING  THE  BEES« 

Herb  is  the  place  ;  right  over  the  hill 

Runs  the  piath  I  took ; 
You  can  see  the  gap  in  the  old  wall 
still, 
And  the  stepping-stones  in  the  shal- 
low brook. 

There  is  the  house,  with  the  gate  red- 
barred, 
And  the  poplars  tall ; 
And  the  barn's  brown  length,  and  the 
cattle-yard. 
And  the  white  horns  tossing  above 
the  wall 

There  are  the  beehives  ranged  in  the 
sun ; 
And  down  by  the  brink 
Of  the  brook  arc  her  poor  flowers,  weed- 
o'errun, 
Pansy  and  daffodil,  rose  and  pink. 

A  vear  has  gone,  as  the  tortoise  goes, 

Heavy  and  slow ; 
And  the  same   rose    blows,  and  the 
same  sun  glows, 
And  the  same  brook  sings  of  a  year 
ago. 

There 's  the  same  sweet  clover- smell  in 
the  breeze  : 

And  the  June  sun  warm 
Tangles  his  wings  of  fire  in  the  trees, 

Setting,  as  then,  over  Femsidc  farm. 

I  mind  me  how  with  a  lover's  care 

From  my  Sunday  coat 
I  brushed  off  the  burrs,  and  smoothed 
my  hair. 
And  cooled   at    the    brookside    my 
broH-  and  throat 


Since  we  parted,  a  month  had  poaaed,  — 

To  love,  a  year ; 
Down  througn  the  beeches  I  looked  at 
last 
On  the  little  red  gate  and  the  well' 
sweep  near. 

I  can  see  it  idl  now,  — the  slantwise 
rain 
Of  light  through  the  leaves, 
The  sundowm's  olaze  on  her  window- 
pane. 
The  bloom  of  her  roses  under  the 
eaves. 

Just  the  same  as  a  month  before,  — 

The  house  and  the  trees. 
The  barn's  brown  gable,  the  vine  by 
the  door, — 
Nothing  changed  but  the  hives  of 
beeb. 

Before  them,  under  the  garden  wall. 

Forward  and  back^ 
Went  drearily  singing  the  chore-girl 
small. 
Draping  each  hive  with  a  shred  of 
black. 

Trembling,  T  listened :  the  summer  sun 

Had  the  chill  of  snow : 
For  I  knew  she  was  telling  the  bees  of 
one 

Gone  on  the  journey  we  all  must  go  I 

Then  I  said  to  myself,  '*My  Mary  weeps 

For  the  dead  to-day : 
Haply  her  blind  old  ^randsire  sleeps 

The  fret  and  the  pam  of  his  aeeaway.** 


But  her  dog  whined  low ;  on  the  door- 
way sill. 
With  his  cane  to  his  chin. 
The  old  man  sat :  and  the  chore-girl 
still 
Sung  to  the  bee«  stealing  out  and  in. 

And  the  sons  she  was  singing  ever 
since 
In  my  ear  sounds  on :  — 
"Stay  at  home,   pretty  bees,  fly  not 
hence ! 
Mistress  Mary  is  dead  and  gone  I  ** 
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THE  STCAMOR£Sw 

Im  the  outskirts  of  the  village. 
On  the  river's  winding  shores. 

Stand  the  Occidental  plane-trees. 
Stand  the  ancient  sycamores. 

One  long  century  hath  been  numbered, 
And  another  half- way  told, 

Smce  the  rustic  Irish  gleeman 
Broke  for  them  the  virgin  mould. 

DeftW  set  to  Celtic  music, 
At  his  violin's  sound  they  grew, 

Through  the  moonlit  eves  of  summer, 
Making  Amphion's  fable  true. 

Rise  again,  thou  poor  Hugh  Tallant ! 

Pass  in  jerkin  green  along, 
With  thy  eyes  brimful  of  laughter, 

And  tny  mouth  as  full  of  song. 

Pioneer  of  Erin's  outcasts, 
With  his  fiddle  and  his  pack ; 

Little  dreamed  the  village  Saxons 
Of  the  myriads  at  his  back. 

How  he  wrought  with  spade  and  fiddle, 
Delved  by  day  and  sang  hy  night, 

With  a  hand  that  never  wearied. 
And  a  heart  forever  light,  — 

Still  the  gay  tradition  mingles 
With  a  record  grave  and  drear, 

Like  the  rolic  air  of  Cluny, 
With  the  solemn  march  of  Mear. 

When  the  box-tree,  white  with  blossoms. 
Made  the  sweet  May  woodlands  glad, 

And  the  Aronia  by  the  river 
Lighted  up  the  swarming  shad. 

And  the  bulging  nets  swept  shoreward, 
With  their  silver-sided  haul. 

Midst  the  shouts  of  dripping  fishers, 
He  was  merriest  of  them  all. 

When,  amon^  the  jovial  buskers. 
Love  stole  m  at  Labor's  side 

With  the  lustv  airs  of  England, 
Soft  his  Celtic  measures  vied. 

Songs  of  love  and  wailing  lyke-wake. 
And  the  merry  £a,ir's  carouse  ; 


Of  the  wild  Red  Fox  of  Erin 
And  the  Woman  of  Three  Cows» 

By  the  blazing  hearths  of  winter, 
Pleasant  seemed  his  simple  tales. 

Midst  the  grimmer  Yorkshire  legends 
And  the  mountain  myths  of  Wales. 

How  the  souls  in  Porgatonr 
Scrambled  up  from  fate  rorlom. 

On  St.  Kevcn's  sackcloth  ladder, 
Slyly  hitched  to  Satan's  horn. 

Of  the  fiddler  who  at  Tara 

Played  all  night  to  ghosts  of  kings  •, 
Of  the  brown  dwarfe,  and  the  fairies 

Dancing  in  their  moorland  rings  1 

Jolliest  of  our  birds  of  singing, 
Best  he  loved  the  Bob-o-link. 

"  Hush  1 "  he  'd  say,  "  the  tipsy  fairies  1 
Hear  the  little  folks  in  drink  1 " 

Merry-faced,  with  spade  and  fiddle. 
Singing  through  tne  ancient  town. 

Only  this,  of  poor  Hugh  Tallant, 
Hath  Tradition  handed  down. 

Not  a  stone  his  grave  discloses ; 

But  if  yet  his  spirit  walks, 
*T  is  beneath  the  trees  he  planted. 

And  when  Bob-o- Lin  coin  talks ; 

Green  memorials  of  the  gleeman  ! 

Linking  still  the  river-shores. 
With  their  shadows  cast  by  sunset. 

Stand  Hugh  Tallant's  sycamores  I 

When  the  Father  of  his  Country 
Through  the  north-land  riding  camf 

And  the  roofs  were  starred  with  bannen 
And  the  steeples  rang  acclaim,  — 

When  each  war-scarred  Continental, 
Leaving  smithy,  mill,  and  farm, 

Waved  his  rusted  sword  in  welcome, 
And  shot  off  his  old  king's  arm,  — 

Slowly  passed  that  august  Presence^ 
Down    the    thronged  and  shouting 
street  ; 

Village  girls  a?  white  as  angels, 
Scattering  flowers  around  his  feet- 
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Think  of  the  8ea*s  dread  monotone, 
Of  the  mournful  wail  from  the  pine- 
wood  blown, 
Of  the  stranj^e,  vast  splendors  that  lit 

the  North, 
Of  the  troubled  throes  of  the  quaking 

earth. 
And  the  dismal  tales  the  Indian  told 
Till  the  settler's  heart  at  his  hearth 

grew  cold. 
And  he  shrank  from  the  tawny  wizard's 

boastSf 
And  the  hovering  shadows  seemed  full 

of  ghosts, 
And  above,  below,  and  on  evei^  side. 
The  fear  of  his  creed  seemed  verified ;  — 
And  think,  if  his  lot  were  now  thine 

own. 
To  grope  with  terrors  nor  named  nor 

known, 
How  laxer  muscle  and  weaker  nerve 
And  a  feebler  £aith  thy  need  might 

serve;  ( 

.And  own  to  thyself  the  wonder  more 
That  the  snake  had  two  heads,  and  not 

a  score  I 


Whether  he  lurked  in  the   Oldtown 

fen 
Or  the  gray  earth-flax  of  the  Devil's 

Den, 
Or  swam  in  the  wooded  Artichoke, 
Or  coiled  by  the  Northman's  Written 

Rock, 
Nothing  on  record  is  left  to  show ; 
Only  the  fact  that  he  lived,  we  know, 
Ana  left  the  cast  of  a  double  head 
In  the  scaly  mask  which  he  yearly  shed. 
For  he  carried  a  head  where  his  tail 

should  be. 
And  the  two,  of  course,  could  never 

agree, 
But  wriggled  about  with  main  and  might. 
Now  to  the  left  and  now  to  the  right ; 
Pulling  and  twisting  this  way  and  that, 
Neither  knew  what  the  other  was  at. 
A  snake  with  two  heads,  lurking  so 

near  I  — 
Judge  of  the  wonder,  guess  at  the  fear  I 
Think  what  ancient  gossips  might  say. 
Shaking  their  heads  in  their  dreary 

way, 
Between   the   meetings  «    Sabbath- 
day  I 


How  urchins,  searching  at  day's  decline 
The   Common  Pasture  for  sheep  or 

kine. 
The  terrible  double-ganger  heard 
In  leafy  rustle  or  whir  of  bird  ! 
Think  what  a  zest  it  gave  to  the  sport; 
In  berry-time,  of  the  younger  sort. 
As  over  pastures  blackberry- twined, 
Reuben  and  Dorothy  laggoj  behind, 
And  closer  and  closer,  for  fear  of  harm. 
The  maiden  dung  to  her  lover's  arm  ; 
And  how  the  spark,  who  was  forced  to 

stay. 
By  his  sweetheart's  fears,  till  the  break 

of  day. 
Thanked  the  snake  for  the  fond  delay  1 

Far  and  wide  the  tale  was  told. 

Like  a  snowball  growing  while  it  rolled. 

The  nurse  hushed  with  it  the  baby's 

cry; 
And  it  served,  in  the  worthy  minister's 

To  paint  the  primitive  serpent  by. 
Cotton  Mather  came  galloping  down 
All  the  way  to  Newbury  town, 
With  his  eyes  agog  and  his  ears  set 

wide. 
And  his   marvellous  inkhom   at   his 

side ; 
Stirring  the  while  in  the  shallow  pool 
Of  his  brains  for  the  lore  he  learned  at 

school, 
To  garnish  the  story,  with  here  a  streak 
Of  Latin,  and  there  another  of  Greek  : 
And  the  tales  he  heard  and  the  notes  he 

took. 
Behold  \  are  they  not  in  his  Wonder- 
Book? 

Stories,  like  dragons,  are  hard  to  kill 
If  the  snake  does  not,  the  tale  runs 

still  ' 
In  Byfield  Meadows,  on  Pipestave  Hill. 
And  still,  whenever  husband  and  wife 
Publish  the  shame  of  their  daily  strife. 
And,  with  mad  cross-purpose,  tug  and 

strain 
At  either  end  of  the  marriage-chain, 
The  gossips  say,  with  a  knowing  shake 
Of  their  gray    heads,   "  Look  at  thf 

Double  Snake ! 
One  in  body  and  two  in  will. 
The  Amphisbsena  is  living  still  I " 
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THE  SWAN  SONG  OF  PAKSON  AVERY. 

Whem  the  reaper's  task  was  ended,  and  the  summer  wearing  late. 
Parson  Avery  sailc»d  from  Newbury,  with  his  wife  and  diildren  eigfati 
Dropping  down  the  river-harbor  iu  the  shallop  *'  Watch  and  WaiL" 

Pleasantly  lay  the  clearin|:s  in  the  mellow  sammer-mom. 
With  the  newljr  planted  orchards  dropping  their  fruits  frnt-bom. 
And  the  homesteads  like  green  isiancu  amid  a  sea  of  com. 

Broad  meadows  reached  out  seaward  the  tided  creeks  between. 
And  hills  rolled  wave-like  inland,  with  oaks  and  walnuts  green  ;-*- 
A  £urer  home,  a  goodlier  land,  his  eyes  had  never ; 


Yet  away  sailed  Parson  Avery,  away  where  duty  led. 

And  tbe  voice  of  God  seemed  calling,  to  break  the  living  bread 

To  the  souls  of  fishers  starving  on  the  rocks  of  Marblehead. 

AH  dav  they  sailed :  at  ni^htfidl  the  pleasant  land-breeze  died. 
The  bfackening  sky,  at  midnight,  its  starry  lights  denied. 
And  iar  and  low  the  thunder  of  tempest  prophesied  1 

Blotted  out  were  all  the  coast-lines,  gone  were  rock,  and  wood,  and 
Grimly  anxious  stood  the  skipper  with  the  rudder  in  his  liand. 
And  questioned  of  the  darkness  what  was  sea  and  what  was  land. 

And  the  preacher  heard  his  dear  ones,  nestled  round  him,  weeping  sore : 
**  Never  need,  my  little  children  \  Christ  is  walking  on  before 
To  the  pleasant  land  of  heaven,  where  the  sea  shall  be  no  more." 

All  at  once  the  great  cloud  parted,  like  a  curtain  drawn  aade. 
To  let  down  the  torch  of  lightning  on  the  terror  far  and  wide ; 
And  the  thunder  and  the  whirlwind  together  smote  the  tide. 

There  was  wailing;  in  the  shallop,  woman's  wail  and  raan*8  despair, 
A  crash  of  breakmg  timbers  on  the  rocks  so  sharp  and  bare. 
And,  through  it  all,  the  murmur  of  Father  Avery  s  prayer. 

From  his  struggle  in  the  darkness  with  the  wild  waves  and  the  blast. 
On  a  rock,  where  every  billow  broke  above  him  as  it  passed, 
Alone,  of  all  his  housenold,  the  man  of  God  was  cast 

There  a  comrade  heard  him  praying,  in  the^  pause  of  wave  and  wind : 
"  All  my  own  have  gone  before  me,  and  I  linger  just  behind ; 
Not  for  life  I  ask,  but  only  for  the  rest  thy  ransomed  find  I 

"In  this  night  of  death  I  challenge  the  promise  of  thy  word  I  — 

Let  me  see  the  great  salvation  of  which  mine  ears  have  heard  I  — 

Let  me  pass  from  hence  forgiven,  through  the  grace  of  Christ,  our  Lord  I 

"  In  the  baptism  of  these  waters  wash  white  my  every  sin. 
And  let  me  follow  up  to  thee  my  household  and  my  kin  I 
Open  the  aea-gate  of  thy  heaven,  and  let  me  enter  in  I " 
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When  the  Christian  sings  his  death-song;  all  the  listening  heavens  draw  near, 

And  the  angels,  leaning  over  the  walls  ^crystal,  hear 

How  the  notes  so  faint  and  broken  swell  to  music  in  God's  ear. 

The  ear  of  God  was  open  to  bis  servant's  last  request ; 

As  the  Btrone  wave  swept  him  downward  the  sweet  hymn  upward  jTrriiicd, 

And  the  soufof  Father  Avery  went,  singing,  to  its  rest 

There  was  wailine  on  the  main-land,  from  the  rocks  of  Marblehead ; 
In  the  stricken  church  of  Newbury  the  notes  of  prayer  were  read ; 
And  long,  by  board  and  hearthstone,  the  living  mourned  the  dead. 

And  still  the  fishers  outbound,  or  scudding  from  the  squall, 

With  grave  and  reverent  faces,  the  ancient  tale  recall, 

When  they  see  the  white  waves  breaking  on  the  Rock  of  Avery's  Fall  ( 
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FuiZB  these  long  blocks  of  brick  and 

stone. 
These  huge  mill-moosters  overgrown  : 
Blot  out  the  humbler  piles  as  well. 
Where,  moved  like    living    shuttles, 

dwell 
Thf  weaving  genii  of  the  bell ; 
Tear  from  the  wild  Cocheco's  track 
The  dams  that  hold  its  torrents  back ; 
And  let  the  loud-rejoicing  &11 
Plunce,  roaring,  down  its  rocky  wall ; 
iVndlet  the  Indian''^  paddle  play 
On  the  unbridged  PiMStaqua  ! 
Wide  over  hill  and  valley  spread 
Once  more  the  forest,  dusk  and  dread. 
With  here  and  there  a  clearing  cut 
From  the  walled   shadows    round  it 

shut : 
Each  with  its  farm-house  builded  rude. 
By  English  veoman  squared  and  hewed. 
And  the  gnm,  flankered  block-house 

bound 
With  bristling  palisades  around. 
So.  hai^y,  shall  before  thine  eyes 
The  dusty  veil  of  centuries  rise, 
The  old,  strange  scenery  overlay 
The  tamer  pictures  of  to-day. 
While,  like  the  actors  in  a  play, 
Pass  in  their  ancient  guise  along 
The  figures  of  my  border  song : 
What  time  beside  Cocheco's  flood 
The  white  man  and  the  red  man  stood. 
With  woids  of  peace  and  brotherhood ; 


When  passed  the  sacred  calumet 
From  lip  to  lip  with  fire-draught  wet. 
And,  puffed  in  scorn,  the  peace-pipe's 

smoke 
Through  the  gray  beard  of  Waldron 

broke. 
And  Squando's  voice,  in  suppliant  ple» 
For  mercv,  struck  the  haugnty  key 
Of  one  who  held,  in  any  fate. 
His  native  pride  inviolate  I 

"  Let  your  ears  be  opened  wide  I 
He  who  speaks  has  never  lied. 
Waldron  of  Piscataqua, 
Hear  what  Squando  has  to  say  I 

**  Squando  shuts  his  eyes  and  sees, 
Far  off,  Saco's  hemJock-irees. 
In  his  wigwam,  still  as  stone. 
Sits  a  woman  all  alone, 

"  Wampum  beads  and  birchen  stra^*^^ 
Dropping  from  her  careless  hands. 
Listening:  ever  for  the  fleet 
Patter  of  a  dead  child's  feet ! 

"  When  the  moon  a  year  ago 
Told  the  flowers  the  time  to  blow. 
In  that  lonely  wigwam  smiled 
Menewee.  our  little  child. 

"  Ere  that  moon  grew  thin  and  ol^ 
He  was  lying  still  and  cold  ; 
Sent  before  us,  weak  and  small. 
When  the  Master  did  not  call  \ 
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"On  his  ftde  giave  I  lar : 
Iliree  vaoiLi  went  and  came  the  day  ; 
Thrice  abo%c  roe  blazed  the  noon. 
Thrice  upoa  me  vept  the  moon. 

**  In  the  third  night-watch  I  beard. 
Far  and  low.  a  *<iKnt-bird  ; 
Very  mournful,  \er\'  wild. 
Sang  the  totem  of  my  diiid. 

•*  *  Menewee,  poor  Menewee, 
Walks  a  path  he  cannot  see  : 
Let  the  white  man's  wigwam  light 
With  its  blaze  his  steps  arigfaL 

**  *  All*oncalled,  he  dares  not  show 
Empty  hands  to  Manito : 
Better  cifts  he  cannot  bear 
Than  the  scalps  his  slayers  wear.' 

**  All  the  while  the  totem  sang. 
Lightning  blazed  and  thimder  rang  ; 
And  a  black  cloud,  reaching  high. 
Pulled  the  white  moon  from  the  sky. 

"  I,  the  medicine-man,  whose  ear 
AH  that  spirits  hear  can  hear,  — 
1,  whose  eyes  are  wide  to  see 
All  the  things  that  are  to  be,  — 

••Well  I  knew  the  dreadful  signs 
In  the  whispers  of  the  pines, 
In  the  river  roaring  loud, 
In  the  mutter  of  the  cloud. 

**  At  the  breaking  of  the  day. 
From  I  he  grave  i  passed  away  : 
Flowers  bloomed  round  me,  birds  ^ang 

glad. 
But  my  heart  was  hot  and  mad. 

"  There  is  rust  on  Squando's  knife. 
From  the  warm,  red  springs  of  life  ; 
On  the  funeral  hemlock-trees 
Many  a  scalp  the  totem  >«e& 

*•  Blood  for  blood  I    But  evermore 
Squando's  heart  is  sad  and  sore  ; 
And  his  poor  squaw  waits  at  home 
For  the  teet  that  never  come  I 

"  Waldron  of  Cocheco,  hear  f 
fkouando  speaks,  who  laughs  at  iear 


I   Take  the  captives  be  has  ta*eii ; 
Let  the  Una  have  peace  Jtgun  I  ** 

As  the  words  died  on  his  tongue. 
Wide  apart  his  warriors  swu^g ; 
Parted,  at  the  sign  he  gave. 
Right  and  left,  like  Egypt's 


And,  like  Israel  paadng  fiee 
Through  the  prophet-<»arroM 
Captive  mother,  wi£e,  and  chiU 
Through  the  dinky  terror  filed. 


One  alone,  a  little  maid. 
Middle  way  her  steps  ddayed. 
Glancing,  with  quick,  troubled  sights 
Rouikd  about  finom  red  to  white. 

Then  his  hand  the  Indian  laid 
On  the  little  maiden's  head. 
Lightly  from  hei*  forehead  xaxt  ^ 
Smoothing  back  her  yellow  hair. 

*'  Gift  or  favor  ask  I  none  : 
What  I  have  is  all  my  own : 
Never  yet  the  birds  have  sung, 
'  Squando  hath  a  beggar's  toQgue.* 

"  Yet  for  her  who  waits  at  home. 
For  the  dead  who  cannot  come. 
Let  the  little  Gold-hair  be 
In  the  place  of  Menewee  I 

"  Mishancck,  my  little  star  I 
Come  to  Saco's  pines  afar  ; 
Where  the  sad  one  waits  at  home, 
Wequashim,  my  moonlight,  come  ! " 

"What !  "  quoth  Waldron,   "leave  a 

child 
Christian-bom  to  heathens  wild  ? 
As  God  lives,  firom  Satan's  hand 
I  will  pluck  her  as  a  brand  I  *' 

"  Hear  me,  white   man  !  "    Sqtunda 

cried  ; 
"  Let  the  little  one  decide. 
Wequashim,  mv  moonlight,  say, 
Wilt  thou  go  with  me,  or  stay?" 

Slowly,  sadly,  half  afraid. 
Half  regretfully,  the  maid 
Owned  the  tics  of  blood  and  race,  — 
Tura^  from  Squaivlo's  pleading  &o» 
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Mot  a  word  th«  Indian  spoke, 
but  his  wampum  chain  he  broke, 
And  the  beaaed  wonder  hung 
l>n  that  neck  so  fair  and  young. 

lilence-shod,  as  phantoms  seem 
In  the  marches  of  a  dream, 
S.ingle-filed,  the  grim  array 
'l^hrough  the  pine-trees  wound  away. 

1  doubting,  trembling,  sore  amazed, 
llirough  her  tears    the   young  child 

gazed. 
"  God  preserve  her  !  "  Waldron  said ; 
"  Satan  hath  bewitched  the  maid  !  " 

\  ears  went  and  came.    At  close  of  day 
Singing  came  a  child  from  play, 
'I  ossing  firom  her  loose-locked  head 
Gold  in  sartchine,  brown  in  shade. 

Pride  was  in  the  mother's  look, 
But  her  head  she  gravely  shook, 
r\nd  with  lips  tliat  fondly  smiled 
V  eigned  to  chide  her  truant  child. 

mabashed,  the  maid  began  : 
'Up  and  down  the  brook  I  ran, 
•Vhere,  beneath  the  bank  so  steep, 
l<ie  the  spotted  trout  s^eep. 

'' '  Chip  !  *  went  squirrel  on  the  wall, 
Mter  me  I  heard  him  call, 
And  the  cat-bird  on  the  tree 
Fried  his  best  to  mimic  me. 

"  Where  the  hemlocks  grew  so  dark 
That  I  stopped  to  look  and  hark. 
On  a  log,  with  feather-hat. 
By  the  path,  an  Indian  sat. 

**  Then  I  cried,  and  ran  away  ; 
But  he  called,  and  bade  me  stay ; 
And  his  voice  was  good  and  mild 
As  my  mother's  to  tier  cliild. 

"  And  he  took  my  wampum  chain. 
Looked  and  looked  it  o  er  again  ; 
Gave  me  berries,  and,  beside, 
On  my  neck  a  plaything  tied.'* 

Straight  the  mother  stooped  to  see 
What  the  Indian's  gift  might  be. 
On  the  braid  of  wampnm  hung, 
Lo  I  a  cross  of  silver  swung. 


WeU  she  knew  its  graven  ri^, 
Squando's  bird  and  totem  pine  ; 
And,  a  mirage  of  the  brain, 
Flowed  her  childhood  back  ^^in. 

Flashed  the  roof  the  sunshine  through, 
Into  space  the  walls  outgrew ; 
On  the  Indian's  wigwam-mat. 
Blossom-crowned,  again  she  sat 

Cool  she  felt  the  west-wind  blow. 
In  her  ear  the  pines  sang  low, 
And,  like  links  from  out  a  chain, 
Dropped  the  years  of  care  and  pain. 

From  the  outward  toil  and  din. 
From  the  griefs  that  gnaw  within, 
To  the  freedom  of  the  woods 
Called  the  birds,  and  winds,  and  floods 

Well,  O  painful  minister  I 
Watch  thy  flock,  but  blame  not  her, 
If  her  ear  grew  sharp  to  hear 
All  their  voices  whimpering  near. 

Blame  her  not,  as  to  her  soul 
All  the  desert's  glamour  stole, 
That  a  tear  for  cnlldhood's  loss 
Dropped  upon  the  Indian's  cross. 

When,  that  night,  the  Book  was  read. 
And  she  bowed  her  widowed  head. 
And  a  prayer  for  each  loved  name 
Rose  lixe  incense  from  a  flame, 

To  the  listening  ear  of  Heaven, 
Lo  !  another  name  was  given  : 
"  Father,  give  the  Indian  rest  I 
Bless  him  !  for  his  love  has  blest  I  ** 


MY  PLAYMATE. 

The  pines  were  dark  on  Ran\oth  hUl, 
Their  song  was  sofl  and  low  : 

The  blossoms  in  the  sweet  May  wind 
Were  falling  like  the  snow. 

The  blossoms  drifted  at  our  feet. 
The  orchard  birds  sang  clear  ; 

The  sweetest  and  the  saddest  day 
It  seemed  of  all  the  year. 
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For,  more  to  me  than  birds  or  flower8» 
My  pdayinate  left  her  home. 

And  took  with  her  the  laughing  spring. 
The  music  and  the  bloom. 

She  kissed  the  lips  of  kith  and  kin, 
She  laid  her  hand  in  mine  : 

What  more  could  ask  the  bashful  boy 
Who  fed  her  father's  kine  ? 

She  left  us  in  the  bloom  of  May : 
The  constant  ^ears  told  o'er 

Their  seasons  wuh  as  sweet  May  moras, 
But  she  came  back  no  more. 

I  walk,  with  noiseless  iieet,  the  round 

Of  uneventful  years : 
Still  o'er  and  o'er  I  sow  the  spring 

And  reap  the  autumn  ears. 

She  lives  where  all  the  golden  year 

Her  summer  roses  blow ; 
The  duskv  children  of  the  sun 

Before  her  come  and  go. 

Tliere  haply  with  her  jewelled  hands 
She  smooths  her  silken  gown,  — 

No  more  the  homespun  lap  wherein 
I  shook  the  walnuts  down. 

The  wild  grapes  wait  us  by  the  brook, 
The  brown  nuts  on  the  hill, 

And  still   the  May-day  flowers  make 
sweet 
The  woods  of  FollyroilL 


The  lilies  blossom  m  the  pond. 
The  bird  builds  in  the  tree. 

The  dark  pines  sing  on  Ramoth  biC 
The  slow  song  of  the  sea. 

I  wonder  if  she  thinks  of  them. 
And  how  the  old  time  seems.  — 

If  ever  the  pines  of  Ramoth  wood 
Are  sounding  in  her  dreams. 

I  see  her  face,  I  hear  her  voice  : 

Does  she  remember  mine? 
And  what  to  her  is  now  the  boy 

Who  fed  her  father's  kine? 

What  cares  she  that  the  orioles  bu3d 
For  other  eyes  than  ours, — 

That  other  hands  with  nuts  are  filled. 
And  other  laps  with  flowers  ? 

O  playmate  in  the  golden  time  I 

Our  mossy  seat  is  green. 
Its  fringing  violets  blossom  yet. 

The  old  trees  o'er  it  lean. 

The  winds  so  sweet  with  birch  and  fiw*i 

A  sweeter  memory  blow  ; 
And  there  in  spring  the  veeries  siQg 

The  song  of  long  ago. 

And  still  the  pines  of  Ramoth  wood 
Are  moaning  like  the  sea, — 

The  moaning  of  the  sea  of  change 
Between  myself  and  th^  I 
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POEMS   AND    LYRICS. 

THE  SHADOW  AND  THE 

LIGHT. 

The  Sphini  HU  «  the  gate  or  life. 
With  the  old  queuion  on  ba  awful 

^s?.i:^Npsu''.Ei".^isr; 

lipi 

''o?fca'r'i«fo™riuid*guili  behind ; 
We  pluck  the  wayiide  frait,  and  eat 
A>he<and  du>l  beneath  il.golden  rind 

From  age  to  age  descend,  undecked 

The  Md  bequest  of  sire  to  »n. 

The  body'.uinl,  the  mind',  defect,  — 

Through  even  web  of  life  thr  dark 

O,  why  and  whilher?  — God  know* 

Between  the  dreadful  chenibim 

A  Father's  face  I  still  discern, 

A.  Md«s  looked  of  old  on  him, 

And  laor  ka  glory  into  goodneu  turn  1 

Between  H»  and  the  Afric  «im. 
And  II  hi>  •ide  »e  uige,  lo-day, 

pUinl. 
No  onlmrd  lign  lo  HI  is  given,  ~ 

ForheitmerdFidasjusI; 

And»  by  faith  ™rening  right, 
T  bow  before  hi«will,  and  fra« 
Howe'er  ihcy  seem  he  doelh  all  Ihinii 
right. 

And  dare  to  hope  that  he  will  make 
The  rugged  smooth,  the  doubtful 

Hii  healing  visil  every  realm  of  pain  ; 

NsvidorvCDineiafallouritrire,  - 
From  iJJwegiupihe  muningilipi; 

That  suflering  is  not  hi.  revenge 
Upon  hi.  cieaiure.  weak  and  <nU 

»88 


POEMS  AND  LYRICS. 


I  Sent  on  a  pathway  new  and  strange 
With  feet  that  wander  and  with  eyes 
that  fail ; 

That,  o'er  the  crucible  of  pain. 

Watches  the  tender  eye  of  Love 
The  slow  transmuting  of  the  chain 
Whose  links  are  iron  below  to  gold 
above  1 

Ah  me  !  we  doubt  the  shininc;  skies, 

Seen  through  our  shadows  of  offence, 

Anddrown  withourpoorchildish  cries 

The  cradle-hymn  of  kindly  Providence. 

And  still  we  love  the  evil  cause, 

And  of  the  just  effect  complain  ; 
We  tread  upon  life's  broken  laws, 
And  murmur  at  our  self-inflicted  pain  ; 

We  turn  us  from  the  light,  and  find 
Our    spectral    shapes    before   us 
thrown. 
As  they  who  leave  the  sun  behind 
Walk  in  the  shadows  of  themselves 
alone. 

And  scarce  by  will  or  strength  of  ours 

We  set  our  faces  to  the  aay  : 
Weak,  wavering,  blind,  the  Eternal 
Powers 
Alone  can  turn  us  from  ourselves  away. 

Our  weakness  is  the  strength  of  sin. 
But  love  must  needs  be  stronger  far, 
Outrcaching  all  and  gathering  in 
The  erring  spirit  and  the  wandering 
star. 

A  Voice  grows  with  the  growingyears ; 

Earth,  hushln*:  down  her  bitter  cry, 

Looks  upward  from  her  graves,  and 

hears, 

'•  The  Resurrection  and  the  Life  am  L" 

O  Love  Divine  I  —  whose  constant 

beam 

Shines  on  the  eyes  that  will  not  sec. 

And  waits  to  bless  us,  while  we  dream 

Thou  leavest  us  because  we  turn  from 

thee  t 

All  souls  that  fttmggle  and  aspire, 
All  hearts  of  prayer  by  thee  are  lit  ;• 


And,  dim  or  clear,  thjr  tongues  of  Srt 
On  dusky  tribes  and  twiUght  centuries 
sit. 

Nor  bounds,  nor  dime,  nor  creed  thou 
know'st. 
Wide  as  our  need  thy  favors  fall ; 
The  while  wings  of  the  Holv  Ghost 
Stoopb  seen  or  unseen,  o'er  the  heads 
ofaU. 

O  Beauty,  old  yet  ever  new  I  * 

Eternal  Voice,  and  Inward  Word, 
The  Logos  of  the  Greek  and  Jew,^ 
Theold  sphere-music  which  the  Samian 
heard  I 

Truth  which  the  sage  and  prophet 
saw. 
Long  sought  without,  but  found 
within. 
The  Law  of  Love  beyond  all  law, 
The  Life  o'erflooding  mortal  death  and 
sin  I 

Shine  en  us   with   the  light  whici 
glowed 
Upon  the  trance-bound  shephen)  t 
way, 
Who  saw  the  Darkne^  overflowed 
And  drowned  by  tides  of  everlasting 
Day.« 

Shine,  light  of  God  I  — make  broai' 
thy  scope 
To  all  who  sin  and  suffer ;  more 
And  better  than  we  dare  to  hope 
With  Heaven's  compassion  make  oui 
longings  poor  I 


THE  GIFT  OF  TRITEMIUS, 

Tritemios  of  Hbrbipolis,  one  day. 
While  kneeling  at  the  altar's  foot  t^ 

Alone  with  God,  as  vi'as  his  pious  choice. 
Heard  from  without  a  miserable  voice, 
A  sound  which  seemed  of  all  sad  things 

to  tell, 
As  of  a  lost  soul  crying  out  of  belt 
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Thereat  the  Abbot  paused ;  the  chain 

whereby 
His  thoughts  went  upward  broken  by 

that  cry  ; 
And,  looking  from  the  casement,  saw 

below 
A  wretched  woman,  with   gray   hair 

a-flow, 
And  withered  hands  held  up  to  him, 

who  cried 
For  alms  as  one  who  might  not  be 

denied. 

She  cried,  "  For  the  dear  love  of  Him 
who  gave 

His  life  for  ours,  my  child  firom  bond- 
age save,  — 

My  beautiful,  brave  first-bom,  chained 
with  slaves 

In  the  Moor's  galley,  where  the  sun- 
smit  waves 

Lap  the  white  walls  of  Tunis  I  *'  — 
"  What  I  can 

I  give,"  Tritemius  said:  "my  prayers." 
—  •'Oman 

Of  God !  "  she  cried,  for  grief  had  made 
her  bold, 

"  Mock  me  not  thus ;  I  ask  not  prayers, 
but  gold. 

Words  win  not  serve  me,  alms  alone 
suffice ; 

Even  while  I  speak  perchance  my  first- 
bom  dies." 

*  Woman  I"  Tritemiusanswcred,  "from 

our  door 
None  go  unfed ;  hence  are  we  always 

poor: 
A  single  soldo  is  our  only  store. 
Thou  hast  our  prayers  ;  —  what  can  we 

give  thee  more  ? " 

"  Give  me,**  she  said,  "  the  silver  can- 

_  dlesticks 
On  either  side  of  the  great  crucifix. 
God  well  may  spare  them  on  his  errands 

sped, 
Or  he  can  give  you  golden  ones  instead. " 

Then  spake  Tritemius,  '*  Even  as  thy 

word. 
Woman,  so  be  it  I    (Our  most  gracious 

Lord, 
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Who  loveth  mercy  more  than  sacrifice, 
Pardon  me  if  a  human  soul  I  prize 
Above  the  gifts  upon  his  altar  piled  0 
Take  what  thou  siskest,  andreaeem  tny 
child." 

But  his  hand  trembled  as  the  holy  alms 
He  placed  within  the  beggar's  eager 

palms ; 
And  as  she  vanished  down  the  linden 

shade, 
He  bowed  his  head  and  for  forgiveness 

prayed. 

So  the  day  passed,  and  when  the  twi- 
light came 

He  woke  to  find  the  chapel  all  aflame. 

And,  dumb  with  grateful  wonder,  to 
behold 

Upon  the  altar  candlesticks  of  gold  I 


THE  EVE  OF  ELECTION. 

From  jjold  to  gray 

Our  mild  sweet  day 
Of  Indian  Summer  fades  too  soon  : 

But  tenderly 

Above  the  sea 
Hangs,  white  and  cadm,  the  hunter's 
moon. 

In  its  pale  fire, 

The  village  spire 
Shows  like  the  zodiac's  spectral  lance ; 

The  painted  walls 

Whereon  it  falls 
Transfigured  stand  in  marble  trance ! 

O'er  foUen  leaves^ 

The  west-wind  grieves, 
Yet  comes  a  seed-time  round  again  ; 

And  mom  shall  see 

The  State  sown  fi-ee 
With  baleful  tares  or  healthful  grain. 

Along  the  street 

The  shadows  meet 
Of  Destiny,  whose  hands  conceal 

The  moulds  of  fate 

That  shape  the  State, 
And  make  or  mar  the  common  weaL 
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Around  I  see 

The  powers  that  be ; 
I  stand  by  Empire's  primal  springs ; 

And  princes  meet 

In  every  street, 
And  hear  the  tread  of  uncrowned  kings ! 

Hark  !  through  the  crowd 

The  laugh  runs  loud, 
Beneath  the  sad,  rebuking  moon. 

God  save  the  land 

A  careless  hand 
Mayshake  or  swerve  ere  morrow's  noon  1 

No  jest  is  this ; 

One  cast  amiss 
May  blast  the  hope  of  Freedom's  year. 

O,  take  me  where 

Arc  hearts  of  prayer, 
And  foreheads  bowed  in  reverent  fear  1 

Not  lightly  fall 

Beyond  recall 
The  written  scrolls  a  breath  can  Boat : 

The  crowning  fact 

The  kingliest  act 
Of  Freedom  is  the  freeman's  vote  I 

For  pearls  that  gem 

A  diadem 
The  diver  in  the  deep  sea  dies ; 

The  regal  right 

We  boast  to-night 
Is  ours  through  costlier  sacrifice ; 

The  blood  of  Vane, 

His  prison  pain 
Who  traced  the  path  the  Pilgrim  trod, 

And  hers  whose  faith 

Drew  strength  from  death, 
And  prayed  her  Russell  up  to  God  1 

Our  hearts  grow  cold. 

We  lightly  hold 
A  right  which  brave  men  died  to  gain  ; 

The  stake,  the  cord, 

The  axe,  the  sword, 
Grim  nurses  at  its  birth  of  pain. 


The  shadow  rend. 
And  o'er  us  bend, 
O    martyrs,   with    your 
palms,— 


crowns   and 


Breathe  through  these  throngk 
Your  battle  songs. 
Your  scaffold  prayers,   and    dungeon 
psalms ! 

Look  from  the  sky, 

Like  God's  great  cy% 
Thou   solemn   moon,  with   seuching 
beam ; 

Till  in  the  sight 

Of  thy  pure  fight 
Our  mean  selt-seekings  meaner  seem. 

Shame  from  our  hearts 

Unworthy  arts, 
The  fraud  designed,  the  purpose  darit: 

And  smite  awav 

The  hands  we  lav 
Proianely  on  the  sacred  ark. 

To  party  claims 

And  private  aims, 
Reveal  that  august  face  of  Truth, 

Whereto  are  given 

The  age  of  heaven, 
The  beauty  of  immortal  youth. 

So  shall  our  voice 

Of  sovereign  choice 
Swell  the  dee^  bass  of  duty  done, 

And  stnke  the  key 

Of  time  to  be, 
When  God  and  man  shall  speak  as  one  I 


THE  OVER-HEART. 

"  For  of  Him,  «nd  through  Him,  «nd  to 
Him  Are  all  things,  to  whom  be  i^CHy  nr. 
ever!"  — Paul. 

Above,  below,  in  sky  and  sod, 
Tn  leaf  and  spar,  in  star  and  man. 
Well  might  the  wise  Athenian  Kan 

The  geometric  sigjns  of  God, 
The  measured  order  of  his  plan. 

And  India's  mystics  sang  aright 
Of  the  One  Lifie  pervading  all,  — 
One  Being's  tidal  rise  andi  fall 

In  soul  and  mrm^  in  sound  and  sight,— 
Eternal  outflow  and  recall. 
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Ood  is :  and  man  in  niilt  and  fear 
The  central  fact  ofNature  owns ;  — 
Kneels,  trembling,  by  his  altar-stones. 

And  darklv  dreams  the  ghastly  smear 
Of  blooa  appeases  and  atones. 

Guilt  shapes  the  Terror :  deep  within 
The  human  heart  the  secret  lies 
Of  all  the  hideous  deities  ; 

And,  painted  on  a  ground  of  sin. 
The  £ibled  gods  of  torment  rise ! 

And  what  is  He? — The  ripe  grain  nods, 
The  sweet  dews  £all,  the  sweet  iluwers 

blow ; 
But  darker  signs  his  presence  show  : 

llieearthquakeand  the  storm  are  Qod's, 
And  good  and  evil  interflow. 

O  hearts  of  love  !  O  souls  that  turn 
Like  sunflowers  to  the  pure  and  best ! 
To  you  the  truth  is  manifest : 

For  they  the  mind  of  Christ  discern 
Who  lean  like  John  upon  his  breast  I 

V\  him  of  whom  the  sibyl  told. 
For  whom  the  prophet's  harp  was 

toned. 
Whose  need  the  sage  and  magian 
owned. 
The  loving  heart  of  God  behold. 
The  hope  for  which  the  ages  groaned  I 

Fade,  pomp  of  dreadful  imagery 
Wherewith  mankind  have  deified 
Their  hate,  and  selfishness,  and  pride  1 

Let  the  scared  dreamer  wake  to  see 
The  Christ  of  Nazareth  at  his  side  I 

What  doth  that  holy  Guide  require  ?  — 
No  rite  of  pain,  nor  gift  of  blood, 
But  man  a  kindly  brotherhood, 

Looking,  where  duty  is  desire, 
To  him,  the  beautiful  and  good. 

Gone  be  the  faithlessness  of  fear, 
And  let  the  pitying  heaven's  sweet 

rain 
Wash  out  the  altar's  bloody  stain  ; 

l*he  law  of  Hatred  disappear, 
The  law  of  Love  alone  remain. 

How  fiilt  the  idols  false  and  grim  !  — 
Abd  lo  1  their  hidecus  wreck  above 


The  emblems  of  the  Lamb  and  Dove  I 

Man  turns  firom  God,  not  God  from  him ; 

And  guilt,  in  suffering,  whispers  Love  1 

The  world  sits  at  the  feet  of  Christ, 
Unknowing,  blind,  and  unconsoled  ; 
It  yet  shalltouch  his  garment's  fold, 

And  feel  the  heavenly  Alchemist 
Transform  its  very  dust  to  gold. 

The  theme  befitting  angel  tongues 

Beyond  a  mortal^  scope  has  grown. 
O  heart  of  mine  !  with  reverence  own 
The  fulness  which  to  it  belongs, 
And  trust  the  unknown  for  the  known. 


IN    REMEMBRANCE    OF    JO- 
SEPH   STURGE. 

In  the  fair  land  o'erwatched  by  Ischia't 
mountains, 
Across  the  charmed  bay 
Whose  blue  waves  keep  with  Capri's 
silver  fountains 
Perpetual  holiday, 

A  king  lies  dead,  his  wafer  duly  eaten. 
His  gold-bought  masses  given  ; 

And  Rome^s  great  altar  smokes  with 
gums  to  sweeten 
Her  foulest  gif\  to  Heaven. 

And  while  all  Naples  thrills  with  muta 
thanksgiving. 
The  court  of  England's  queen ^ 
For  the  dead  monster  so  abhorred  while 
living 
In  mourning  garb  is  seen. 

With  a  true  sorrow  God  rebukes  that 
feigning  ; 
By  lone  Kdgbaston's  side 
Stands  a  great  city  in  the  sky's  sad 
raming, 
Bare-headed  and  wet-eyed  I 

Silent  for  once  the  restless  hive  of  labor. 
Save  the  low  funeral  tread, 

Or  voice  of  craflsman  whispering  to  hi» 
neighbor 
The  good  deeds  of  the  dead. 


— i 
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For  him  no  rrtns:er*s  chant  of  the  im- 

^        mortals 

Rose  from  the  lips  of  sin  : 
No  mitred  priest  swung  back  the  heav- 
enly portals 
To  let  the  while  soul  in. 

But  Age  and  Sickness  framed  their  tear- 
ful faces 
In  the  low  hovel's  door, 
And  prayers  went  up  from  all  the  dark 
bv- places 
And  Ghettos  of  the  poor. 

The  pallid  toiler  and  the  nciiTO  chattel. 
The  vapranl  of  the  street. 

The  hnman  a  ice  wherewith  in  games 
of  battle 
The  lords  of  earth  compete, 

Touched  with  a  grief  that  needs  no  out- 
ward draping. 
All  swelled  the  long  lament. 
Of  grateful  hearts,  instep  of  marble, 
shapine 
His  viewless  monument  I 

For  never  yet,  with  ritual  pomp  and 
splendor. 
In  the  long  heretofore, 
A  heart  more  loyal,  warm,  and  true, 
and  tender. 
Has  England's  turf  closed  o'er. 

And  if  there  fell  from  out  her  grand  old 
steeples 
No  crash  of  brazen  wail, 
The    murmurous    woe    of    kindreds, 
tongues,  and  peoples 
Swept  in  on  every  gale. 

It  came  from  Holstein's  birchen -belted 
meadows, 
And  from  the  tropic  calms 
Of  Indian  islands  in  the  sun-smit  shad- 
ows 
Of  Occidental  palms ; 

From  the  locked    roadsteads   of  the 
Bothnian  peasants. 
And  harbors  of  the  Finn, 
Wbere  war*a  worn  victims  saw  his  gen- 
tle presence 
Come  sailing,  Christ-like,  in, 


To  seek  the  lost,  to  build   the   old 
waste  places. 
To  link  the  hostile  shores 
Of  severing  seas,  and  sow  with  Eng- 
land's daisies 
The  moss  of  Finland's  moors. 

Thanks  for  the  good  man's  beautiiiil 
example. 

Who  in  the  vilest  saw 
Some  sacred  crypt  or  altar  of  a  templa 

Still  vocal  with  God's  law ; 

And  heard  w^ith  tender  ear  the  spirit 
sighing 
As  trom  its  prison  cell. 
Praying  for  pity,  Iiice  the  mournful  ay- 
ing 
Of  Jonah  out  of  helL 

Not  his  the  golden  pen's  ox  lip's  per* 
suasion. 
But  a  fine  sense  of  right, 
And  Truth's  directness,  meeting  each 
occasion 
Straight  as  a  line  of  light. 

His  foith  and  works,  like  streams  that 
intermingle. 
In  the  same  channel  ran : 
The  crystal  clearness  of  an  eye  kept 
single 
Shamed  all  the  frauds  of  man. 

The  very  gentlest  of  all  human  natures 
He  joined  to  courage  strong. 

And  love  outreaching  unto  all  God's 
creatures 
With  sturdy  hate  of  wrong. 

Tender   as    woman;    manliness   and 
meekness 
In  him  were  so  allied 
That  they  who   judged    him    by  his 
strength  or  weakness 
Saw  but  a  single  side. 

Men  failed,  betrayed  him,  but  his  zea* 
seemed  nourished 
By  failure  and  by  fall : 
Still  a  large  faith  in  numan-kind  h» 
cherished 
And  in  God's  love  for  all- 
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And  <iow  he  rests:  his  greatness  and 
his  sweetness 
No  more  shall  seem  at  strife  ; 
And  deaih  has  moulded  into  calm  com- 
pleteness 
The  statue  of  his  life. 

Where  the  dews  glisten  and  the  song- 
birds warble. 
His  dust  to  dust  is  laid. 
In  Nature's  keeping,  with  no  pomp  of 
marble 
To  shame  his  modest  shade. 

The  forges  glow,  the  hammers  all  are 
ringing; 
Beneath  its  smoky  vale, 
Hard  by^  the  city  of  his  love  is  swing- 
mg 
Its  damorous  iron  flail. 

Vut  round  his  gn.ve  are  quietude  and 
beauty, 

And  the  sweet  heaven  above,  — 
The  fitting  symbols  of  a  life  of  duty 

Transfigured  into  love  I 


TRINITAS. 

At  mom  I  prayed,  **  I  fiiin  would  see 
How  Three  are  One,  and  One  is  Three ; 
Read  the  dark  riddle  unto  me." 

I  wandered  forth,  the  sun  and  air 
I  saw  bestowed  with  equal  care 
On  good  and  evil,  foul  and  fair. 

No  partial  favor  dropped  the  rain ;  — 
Alike  the  righteous  and  proline 
Rejoiced  alK^ve  their  heading  grain. 

And  my  heart  murmured,  "  Is  it  meet 
That  blindfold  Nature  thus  should  treat 
With  equal  hand  the  tares  and  wheat  ?  '* 

A  presence  melted  through  my  mood, — 
A  warmth,  a  light,  a  sense  of  good, 
like  sunshine  through  a  winter  wood. 

I  saw  that  presence,  mailed  complete 
In  her  white  innocence,  pause  to  greet 
A  fiillen  lister  of  the  street. 


Upon  her  bosom  snowy  pure 
The  lost  one  clung,  as  if  secure 
From  inward  guilt  or  outward  lure. 

"  Beware ! "  I  said :  "  in  this  I  see 
No  gain  to  her,  but  loss  to  thee  : 
Who  touches  pitch  defiled  must  be.'* 

I  passed  the  haunts  of  shame  and  sin. 
And  a  voice  whispered,  "  Who  therein 
Shall  these   lost    souls  to    Heaven's 
peace  win  ? 

"  Who  there  shall  hope  and  health  dis- 
pense. 
And  lih  the  ladder  up  from  thence 
Whose   rounds  are    prayers  of  peni- 
tence?" 

I  said,  "  No  higher  life  they  know  ; 
These  earth-worms  love  to  nave  it  so. 
Who  stoops  to  raise  them  sinks  as  low.'* 

That  night  with  painful  care  I  read 
What  Hippo's  saint  and  Calvin  said, — 
The  living  seeking  to  the  dead  I 

In  vain  I  turned,  in  weary  quest. 
Old  pages,  where  (God  give  them  rest  I) 
The  poor  creed-mongers  dreamed  and 
guessed. 

And  still  I  prayed,  "  Lord,  let  me  see 
How   Three   are    One,  and    One   i« 

Three ; 
Read  the  dark  riddle  unto  me  t  ** 

Then  something  whispered,  "Dostthou 

pray 
For  what  thou  hast  ?    This  very  day 
The  Holy  Three  have  crossed  tny  way. 

"  Did  not  the  gifls  of  sun  and  air 

To  good  and  ill  alike  declare 

The  all-compassionate  Father's  care  ? 

"In  the  white  soul  that  stooped  to 

raise 
The  lost  one  from  her  evil  ways, 
Thou  saw'st  the  Christ,  whom  angels 

praise  ! 

"  A  bodiless  Divinity, 

The  still  small  Voice  that  spake  to  thee 

Was  the  Holy  Spirit's  mystery  t 
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"  O  blind  of  sight,  of  Cfitth  how  stnalll 
Father,  and  Son,  and  Holy  Call  .*  — 
This  day  thou  hast  denied  them  all  I 

"  Revealed  in  love  and  sacrifice. 
The  Holiest  passed  before  thine  e^^es, 
One  and  the  same,  in  threefold  guise. 

*'  The  c<}ual  Father  in  rain  and  sun. 
His  Chnst  in  the  good  to  evil  done, 
His  Voice  in  thy  soul ;  —  and  the  Three 
are  One  ! " 


I  shut  my  grave  Aquinas  fast ; 
The  monkish  gloss  of  ages  past, 
The  schoolman's  creed  aside  I  c 


cast. 


And  mv  heart  answered,  "  Lord,  I  see 
How  Tliree  are  One,  and  One  is  Three  ; 
Thy  riddle  hath  been  read  to  me  1 " 


THE  OLD  BURYING-GROUND. 

Our  vales  are  sweet  ynih.  fern  and  rose, 
Our  hills  are  maple-crowned  ; 

But  not  from  them  our  fathers  chose 
The  village  burying-ground. 

The  dreariest  spot  in  all  the  land 

To  Death  they  set  apart ; 
With  scanty  grace  from  Nature's  hand. 

And  none  from  that  of  Art. 

A  winding  wall  of  mossy  stone. 
Frost-flung  and  broken,  lines 

A  lonesome  acre  thinly  grown  ^ 
With  grass  and  wandering  vines. 

Without  the  wall  a  birch -tree  shows 
Its  drooped  and  tasselled  head  ; 

Within,  a  slag-homed  sumach  prows. 
Fern-leafed^  with  spikes  of  red. 

There,  sheep  that  graze  the  neighbor- 
ing plain 

Like  white  ghosts  come  and  go, 
The  farm-horse  drags  his  fetlock  chain, 

The  cow-bell  tinkles  slow. 

Low  moans  the  river  from  its  bed. 

The  distant  pines  reply  ; 
Like  mourners  shrinking  from  the  dead. 

They  stand  apart  and  sigh. 


Unshaded  smites  the  anrnmer  son. 
Unchecked  the  winier  blast : 

The  school-girl  learns  the  place  to  shux^ 
With  glances  backward  cast 

For  thus  our  fathers  testified,  ~ 
That  he  might  read  who  ran,  >— 

The  emptiness  of  human  pride. 
The  nothingness  of  man. 

They  dared  not  plant  the  grave  with 
flowers, 

Nor  dress  the  funeral  sod, 
Where,  with  a  love  as  deep  as  ours, 

They  left  their  dead  with  God. 

The  hard  and  thorny  path  they  kept 

From  beauty  turned  aside ; 
Nor  missed  they  over  those  who  slept 

The  grace  to  life  denied. 

Yet  still    the   wilding  flowers  woald 
blow, 

The  golden  leaves  would  fall, 
The  seasons  come,  the  seasons  go^ 

And  God  be  good  to  all. 

Above  the  graves  the  blackberry  huQg 
In  bloom  and  green  its  wreath. 

And  harebells  swung  as  if  they  rung 
The  chimes  of  peace  beneath. 

The  beauty  Nature  loves  to  share, 

The  gifts  she  hath  for  all. 
The  common  light,  the  common  air, 

O'ercrept  the  graveyard's  wall 

It  knew  the  glow  of  eventide. 

The  sunrise  and  the  noon. 
And  glorified  and  sanctified 

It  Sept  beneath  the  moon. 

With  flowers  or  snow-flakes  for  its  sod 

Around  the  seasons  ran, 
And  evermore  the  love  of  God 

Rebuked  the  fear  of  man. 

We  dwell  with  fears  on  either  hand. 

Within  a  daily  strife. 
And  spectral  problems  waiting  stand 

Before  the  gates  of  life. 

The  doubts  we  vainly  seek  to  solve. 
The  truths  we  know,  are  one  : 
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The  known  and  nameless  stars  revolve 
Around  the  Central  Sun. 

And  if  we  reap  as  we  have  sown. 

And  take  the  dole  we  deal, 
The  law  of  pain  »  love  alone. 

The  wounding  is  to  heal. 

Unbanned  from  change  to  change  we 
glide. 

We  tall  as  in  oar  dreams  ; 
The  iar-off  terror  at  our  side 

A  smiling  angel  seems. 

Secure  on  God's  all-tender  heart 

Alike  rest  great  and  small ; 
Whv  fear  to  lose  our  little  part, 

When  he  is  pledged  for  all  ? 

O  fearful  heart  and  troubled  brain  I 
Take  hope  and  streng^th  from  this,  — 

That  Nature  never  hints  in  vain, 
Nor  prophesies  amiss. 

Her  wild  birds  sing  the  same  sweet 
stave, 

Her  lights  and  airs  are  given 
Alike  to  playground  and  the  grave ; 

And  over  both  is  Heaven. 


THE  PIPES  AT  LUCKNOW. 

Pi  PCS  of  the  misty  moorlands, 

Voice  of  the  glens  and  hills ; 
rhe  droning  ofthe  torrents. 

The  treble  of  the  rills  I 
Not  the  braes  of  broom  and  heather, 

Nor  the  mountains  dark  with  rain. 
Nor  maiden  bower,  nor  border  tower, 

Have  heard  your  sweetest  strain  I 

Dear  to  the  Lowland  reaper, 

And  plaided  mountaineer,  — 
To  the  cottage  and  the  castle 

The  Scottish  pipes  are  dear  ;  — 
Sweet  sounds  the  ancient  pibroch 

O'er  mountain,  loch,  and  glade ; 
But  the  sweetest  of  all  music 

The  Pipes  at  Lucknow  played. 

Day  by  day  the  Indian  tiger 
Louder  yelled,  and  nearer  crept ; 


Round  and  round  the  jungle-serpent 
Near  and  nearer  circles  swept. 

"  Pray  for  rescue,  wives  and  mothers,  — 
Pray  to-day  !  "  the  soldier  said  ; 

"  To-morrow,  death  's  between  us 
And  the  wrong  and  shame  we  dread.** 

O,  they  listened,  looked,  and  waited. 

Till  their  hope  became  despair  ; 
And  the  sobs  of  low  bewailing 

Filled  the  pauses  of  their  prayer. 
Then  up  spake  a  Scottish  maiden, 

With  her  ear  unto  the  ground  : 
"  Dinna  ye  hear  it  ?  —  dinna  ye  hear  it? 

The  pipes  o'  Havelock  sound  !  " 

Hushed  the  wounded  man  his  groan- 
ing ; 

Hushed  the  wife  her  little  ones ; 
Alone  they  heard  the  drum-roll 

And  the  roar  of  Sepoy  guns. 
But  to  sounds  of  home  and  childhood 

The  Highland  ear  was  true  ;  — 
As  her  mother's  cradle-crooning 

The  mountain  pipes  she  knew. 

Like  the  march  of  soundless  music 

Through  the  vision  of  the  seer. 
More  of  feeling  than  of  hearing, 

Of  the  heart  than  of  the  ear, 
She  knew  the  droning  pibroch, 

She  knew  the  Campbeirs  call : 
"  Hark  1  hear  ye  no*  MacGregor*s,  — 

The  grandest  o'  them  all !  " 

O,  they  listened,  dumb  and  breathless, 

And  they  caught  the  sound  at  last ; 
Faint  and  far  beyond  the  Goomtee 

Rose  and  fell  the  piper's  blast  I 
Then  a  burst  of  wild  thanksgiving 

Mingled  woman's  voice  and  man's  ; 
"  God   be   praised  I  —  the   march    of 
Havelock  ! 

The  piping  ofthe  clans  I " 

Louder,  nearer,  fierce  as  vengeance^ 

Sharp  and  shrill  as  swords  at  strire. 
Came  the  wild  MacGregor's  dan-call 

Stinging  all  the  air  to  life. 
But  when  the  far-off  dust-cloud 

To  plaided  legions  grew, 
Full  tenderly  and  blitnesomely 

The  pijies  of  rescue  blew  I 
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Ronnd  the  silver  domes  of  Lucknow, 

Moslem  mosque  and  Pagan  shrine. 
Breathed  the  air  to  Bntons  dearest. 

The  air  of  Auld  Lang  Syne. 
O'er  the  cruel  roll  of  war-drums 

Rose  that  sweet  and  homelike  strain ; 
And  the  tartan  clove  the  turban, 

As  the  Goomtee  cleaves  the  plain. 

Dear  to  the  com -land  reaper 

And  plaided  mountaineer,  — 
To  the  cottage  and  the  castle 

The  piper's  song  is  dear. 
Sweet  sounds  the  Gaelic  pibroch 

O'er  mountain,  glen,  and  glade ; 
But  the  sweetest  (h  all  music 

The  Pipes  at  Lucknow  played  I 


MY  PSALM. 

I  MOURN  no  more  my  vanished  years : 

Beneath  a  tender  rain, 
An  April  rain  of  smiles  and  tears, 

My  heart  is  young  again. 

The  west- winds  blow,  and,  singing  low, 
I  hear  the  glad  streams  run  ; 

The  windows  of  my  soul  I  throw 
Wide  open  to  the  sun. 

No  longer  forward  nor  behind 

I  look  in  hope  or  fear  ; 
But,  grateful,  take  the  good  I  find, 

The  best  of  now  and  here. 

I  plough  no  more  a  desert  land. 
To  harvest  weed  and  tare  : 

The  manna  dropping  from  God's  hand 
Rebukes  my  pamful  care. 

I  break  my  pilgrim  staff,  —  I  lay 

Aside  the  toiling  oar  ; 
The  angel  sought  so  far  away 

I  welcome  at  my  door. 

The  ain  of  spring  ma^  never  play 
Among  the  npenmg  com. 

Nor  freshness  of  the  flowers  of  May 
Blow  through  the  autumn  mom  ; 

Yet  shall  the  blue-eved  gentian  look 
Through  fHngd^  lids  to  heaven. 


And  the  oale  aster  in  the  brook 
Shall  see  its  image  given :  — 

The  woods  shall  wear  their  robes  of 
praise. 

The  south-wind  softly  sigh. 
And  sweet,  calm  days  in  golden  haie 

Melt  down  the  amber  sky. 

Not  less  shaU  manly  deed  and  word 
Rebuke  an  age  of  wrong : 

The  graven  flowers  that  wreathe  tha 
sword 
Make  not  the  blade  less  strong.* 

But  smiting  hands  shall  learn  to  heal,  — 

To  build  as  to  destroy ; 
Nor  less  my  heart  for  others  feel 

That  I  the  more  enjoy. 

All  as  God  wills,  who  wisely  heeds 

To  give  or  to  withhold. 
And  knoweth  more  of  all  my  needs 

Than  all  my  prayers  have  told  I 

Enough  that  blessings  undeserved 
Have  marked  my  erring  track ;  — 

That  wheresoe'ermy  feet  have  swerved, 
Hu  chastening  turned  roe  bade ;  — 

That  more  and  more  a  Providence 

Of  love  is  understood. 
Making  the  springs  of  time  and  sense 

Sweet  with  eternal  good ;  — 

That  death  seems  but  a  covered  way 

Which  opens  into  light, 
Wherein  no  blinded  chud  can  stray 

Beyond  the  Father's  sight ;  — 

That  care  and  trial  seem  at  last,  ^ 
Through  Memory's  sunset  air, 

Like  mountain-ranges  overpast. 
In  purple  distance  fair  :  — 

That  all  the  jarring  notes  of  life 
Seem  blending  in  a  psalm. 

And  all  the  angles  of  its  strife 
Slow  rounding  into  calm. 

And  so  the  shadows  fall  apart. 
And  so  the  west-winds  play ; 

And  all  the  windows  of  my  heart 
I  open  to  the  day. 
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LE  MARAIS  DU  CYGNE.» 

A  BLUSH  as  of  roses 

Where  rose  never  grew  I 
Great  drops  on  the  bunch -grass, 

But  not  of  the  dew  1 
A  taii.t  in  the  sweet  air 

For  wild  bees  to  shun  I 
A  stain  that  shall  never 

Bleach  out  in  the  sun  I 

Backt  steed  of  the  prairies  I 

Sweet  song-bird,  fly  back  I 
Wheel  hither,  b.ild  vulture  I 

Gray  wolf,  call  thy  pack  I 
The  foul  human  vultures 

Have  feasted  and  fled  ; 
The  wolves  of  the  Border 

Have  crept  from  the  dead. 

From  the  hearths  of  their  cabins, 

The  fields  of  their  com. 
Unwarned  and  unweaponed, 

The  victims  were  torn,  — 
By  the  whirlwind  of  murder 

Swooped  up  and  swept  on 
To  the  low,  reedv  fen-lands. 

The  Marsh  of  the  Swan. 

With  a  vain  plea  for  mercv 

No  stout  knee  was  crooKed ; 
In  the  mouths  of  the  rifles 

Right  manly  they  looked. 
How  paled  the  May  sunshine, 

O  Marais  du  Cygne ! 
On  death  for  the  strong  life. 

On  red  grass  for  green  1 

In  the  homes  of  their  rearing^ 

Yet  warm  with  their  lives, 
Ye  wait  the  dead  only, 

Poor  children  and  wives  I 
put  out  the  red  forge-fire. 

The  smith  shall  not  come ; 
Unyoke  the  brown  oxen. 

The  ploughman  lies  dumb. 

Wind  slow  from  the  Swan's  Marsh, 

O  dreary  de^h-train. 
With  pressed  lips  as  bloodless 

As  nps  of  the  slain  ! 
Kiss  down  the  young  eyelids. 

Smooth  down  the  gray  hairs ; 


Let  tears  qneiKh  the  curses 
That  bum  Jirough  your  prayen^ 

Strong  man  of  the  prairies, 

Mourn  bitter  ana  w^ild ! 
Wail,  desolate  woman  1 

Weep,  fatherless  child  I 
But  the  grain  of  (^od  springs  up 

From  ashes  beneath. 
And  the  crown  of  his  harvest 

Is  life  out  of  death. 

Not  in  vain  on  the  dial 

The  shade  moves  along, 
To  point  the  great  contrasts 

Of  right  ana  of  wrong : 
Free  homes  and  free  altars, 

Free  prairie  and  flood,  — 
The  reeds  of  the  Swan's  Marsh, 

Whose  bloom  is  of  blood  I 

On  the  lintels  of  Kansas 

That  blood  shall  not  dry  ; 
Henceforth  the  Bad  Angu 

Shall  harmless  go  by  ; 
Henceforth  to  the  sunset,   . 

Unchecked  on  her  way, 
Shall  Liberty  follow 

Tlie  march  of  the  day. 
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Dead  Petra  in  her  hill -tomb  sleeps. 
Her  stones  of  emptiness  remain  ; 

Around  her  sculptured  mystery  sweeps 
The  lonely  waste  of  Eaom's  plain. 

From  the  doomed  dwellers  in  the  clef^ 
The  bow  of  vengeance  turns   nol 
back : 

Of  all  her  myriads  none  are  lefl 
Along  the  Wady  Mousa's  track. 

Clear  in  the  hot  Arabian  day 

Her  arches  spring,  her  statues  climb : 
Unchanged,  the  graven  wonders  pay 

No  tribute  to  the  spoiler,  Time  I 

Unchanged  the  awful  lithograph 
Of  power  and  g'ory  undertrod,  — 
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Of  n«itions  scattered  like  the  chaff 
Blown   from   the    threshing-floor  of 
God. 

Yet  shall  the  thoughtful  stranger  turn 
From  Peira's  gates,  with  deeper  awe 

To  mark  afar  the  burial  urn 
Of  Aaron  on  the  cliffs  of  Hor  ; 

And  where  upon  its  ancient  guard 
Thy  Rock,  El  Ghor,  is  standing  yet, — 

Looks  from  its  turrets  desertward. 
And  keeps  the  watch  that  God  has 
set 

The  same  as  when  in  thunders  loud 
1 1  heard  the  voice  of  God  to  nian,  — 

As  when  it  saw  in  fire  and  cloud 
The  angels  walk  in  Israel's  van  ! 

Or  when  from  Ezion-Geber*s  way 
It  saw  the  long  procession  lile, 

And  heard  the  Hebrew  timbrels  play 
The  music  of  the  lordly  Nile  ; 

Or  saw  the  tabernacle  pause. 

Cloud-bound,   by  Kadcsh   Bamea's 
wells. 
While  Moses  graved  the  sacred  laws, 

And  Aaron  swung  his  golden  bells. 

Rock  of  the  desert,  prophet-sunj^  I 
How  grew    its    shadowing    pile    at 
length, 

A  symbol,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue, 
Of  God's  eternal  love  and  strength. 

On  lip  of  bard  and  scroll  of  seer. 
From  age  to  age  went    down    the 
name. 

Until  the  Shiloh's  promised  year, 
And  Christ,  the  Rock  of  Ages,  came  ! 

The  path  of  life  we  walk  to-day 

Is  strange  as  that  the  Hebrews  trod : 

We  need  the  shadowing  rock,  as  they, — 
We  need,  like  them,  the  guides  of 
God. 

God  send  his  angels  Cloud  and  Fire, 
To  lead  us  o'er  ihrf  desert  sand  I 

God  give  our  hearts  their  long  desire, 
Hi*  shadow  in  a  weary  land  I 


ON   A  PRAYER-BOOK, 

WITH  ITS  KROKTISPIECE,  ARY  SCH»F- 
FSR*S  **CHRISTUS  CONSOL.»T0R, " 
AMERICANIZED  BY  THE  OMISSION 
or   THE  BLACK  MAN. 

O  Arv  Schkpiver  I  when  beneath  thine 
eye. 
Touched  with  the  light  that  cometh 

from  above, 
Grew  the  sweet  picture  of  the  dear 
Lord's  love. 
No  dream  hadst  thou  that  Christian 

hands  would  tear 
Therefrom  the  token  of  his  equal  care. 
And  make  thy  symbol  of  his  tiuth  a 
lie! 
The  poor,  dumb  slave  whose  shackles 
fall  away 
In  his  compassioiute  gaze,  grubbed 

smoothly  out. 
To  mar  no  more  tbe  exercise  devout 
Of  sleek  oppression  kneeling  down  to 

pray 
Where  the  great  oriel  stains  the  SabbAtb 

day  I 
Let  whoso  can  before  such  praying- 
books 
Kneel  on  his  velvet  cushion  :  I,  for 

one, 
Would  sooner  bow,  a  Parsee,  to  '".it. 
sun. 
Or  tend  a  prayer-wheel  in  Thibetan 
brooks, 
Or  beat  a  drum  on  Yedo's  temple- 
floor. 
No  falser  idol  man  has  bowed  before, 
In  Indian  groves  or  islands  of  the  sea. 
Than  that  which  through  the  quaint* 
carved  Gothic  'door 
Looks  forth,  —  a  Church  without  hu- 
manity ! 
Patron  of  pride,  and  prejudice,  au>d 

wrong,  — 
The  rich  man's  charm  and  fetish  of 
the  strong. 
The  Eternal  Fulness  meted,  dipped, 

and  shorn,      • 
The  seamless  robe  of  equal  mercy  torn. 
The  dear  Christ  hidden  from  his  kin- 
dred flesh. 
And,  in  his  poor  ones,  crucified  afresh  1 
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Better  the  simple  Lama  scattering  wide, 
Where  sweeps  the  storm  Alechan's 
steppes  along, 
His  paper  horses  for  the  lost  to  ride, 
And  wearying  Buddha  with  his  prayer^ 

to  make 
The  figures  living  for  the  traveller's 

sake, 
Than  he  who  hopes  with  cheap  praise 

to  beguile 
The  ear  of  God,  dishonoring  roan  the 

while  ; 
Who  dreams  the  pearl  gate's  hinges, 

rusty  grown, 
Are  moved  by  flattery's  oil  of  tongue 

alone ; 
That  in  the  scale  Eternal  Justice  bears 
The  generous  deed  weighs  less  than 

selfish  prayers, 
And  words  intoned  with  graceful  unc- 
tion move 
The  Eternal  Goodness  more  than  lives 

of  truth  and  love. 
Alas,    the    Church  I  —  The    reverend 
head  of  Jay, 
Enhaloed  with    its  saintly  silvered 

hair. 
Adorns  no  more  the  places  of  her 
prayer ; 
And  brave  young  Tyng,  too  early  called 
away, 
Troubles  the   Haman  of  her  courts 

no  more 
Like  the  just  Hebrew  at  the  Assyri- 
an's door : 
And  her  sweet  ritual,  beautiful  but 

dead 
As  the  dry  husk   from  which    the 

grain  is  shed. 
And  holy  hymns  from  which  the  life 

devout 
Of  saints  and  martyrs  lias  wellnigh 
Kone  out, 
Like  candles  dying  in  exhausted  air, 
For  Sabbath  use  in  measured  grists 

are  ground ; 
And,  ever  while  the  spiritual  mill 

goes  round. 
Between  the  upper  and  the  nether 

stones, 
Unseen,  unheard,  the  wretched  bond- 
man g^roans, 
Aud  urges  his  vain  plea,  praver-unoth- 
cred,  anthem-drowned  I 


O  heart  of  mine,   keep  patience  1  — 

Looking  forth, 
As  from  the  Mount  of  Vision,  I  be- 
hold, 
Pure,   iust,  and  firee,   the  Church  ol 

Christ  on  earth,  — 
The  martyr's  dream,  the  golden  age 

foretold ! 
And  found,  at  last,  the  mystic  Graal  I 

see. 
Brimmed  with    His   blessing,  pass 

from  lip  to  lip 
In  sacred  pfedge  of  human  fellowship ; 
And  over  all  the  songs  of  angels 

hear,  — 
Songs  of  the  love  that  casteth  out  all 

fear,  — 
Songs  of  the  Gospel  of  Humanity  ! 
Lo  I  in  the  midst,  with  the  same  look 

he  wore. 
Healing  and  blessing  on  Genesaret's 

shore. 
Folding  together,  with  the  all-tender 

might 
Of  his  great  love,  the  dark  hands  and 

the  white. 
Stands  the  Consoler,  soothing  every 

pain, 
Making  all  burdens  light,  and  breaking 

every  chain. 


TO  J.   T.   F. 

ON  A   BLANK  LEAF  OF  "  POEMS  PK IN T- 
ED,  NOT    PUBLISHED." 

Well  thought  I  who  would  not  rather 

hear 
The  songs  to  Love  and    Friendship 

sung 
Than  those  which  move  the  stranger  « 

tongue. 
And  feed  nis  unselected  ear? 

Our  social  joys  are  more  than  fame ; 
Life  withers  in  the  public  look. 
Why  mount  the  pillory  of  a  book, 
Or  barter  comfort  for  a  name  ? 

Who  in  a  house  of  glass  would  dwell. 
With  curious  eyes  at  every  pane  ? 
To  ring  him  in  and  out  again. 
Who  wants  the  public  cner's  bell  ? 
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To  aee  the  angel  in  one's  way, 
Who  waits  to  play  the  ass's  part,  — 
Bear  oo  his  back  the  wizard  Art, 
And  in  his  service  speak  or  bray  ? 

And  who  his  manly  locks  would  shave, 
And  quench  the  eyes  of  common  sense, 
To  share  the  noisy  recompense 
I'hat  mocked  the  shorn  and  blinded 
slave  ? 

The  heart  has  needs  beyond  the  head. 

And,  starving  in  the  plenitude 

Of  strange  gifts,   craves  its    commoD 

food, — 
Our  human  nature's  dally  bread. 

We  are  but  men  :  no  gods  are  we. 
To  sit  in  mid-heaven,  cold  and  bleak. 
Each  separate,  on  his  painful  peak. 
Thin-cloaked  in  self-complacency  I 

Better  his  lot  whose  axe  is  swung 
In  Wartburg  woods,  or  that  poor  girl's 
Who  by  the  Ilni  her  spindle  whirls 
And  sings  the  songs  that  Luther  sung, 

Than  his  who,  old,  and  cold,  and  vain, 
At  Weimar  sat,  a  demigod. 
And  bowed  with  Jove's  imperial  nod 
His  votaries  in  and  out  agam  1 

Ply,  Vanity,  thy  winged  feet  I 
Ambition,  hew  thy  rocky  stair  !^ 
Who  envies  him  who  feeds  on  air 
The  icy  splendor  of  his  seat  ? 

I  see  vour  Alps,  above  me,  cut 
The  dark,  cold  sky ;  and  dim  and  lone 
I  see  ye  sitting,  — stone  on  stone,  — 
With  numan  senses  dulled  and  shut 

I  could  not  reach  you,  if  I  would, 
Nor  sit  among  your  cloudy  shapes : 
And  (spare  the  fable  of  the  grapes 
And  fox)  I  would  not  if  1  could. 

Keep  to  your  loAy  pedestals  I 
The  safer  plain  below  I  choose : 
Who  never  wins  can  rarely  lose. 
Who  never  climbs  as  rarely  falls. 

Let  such  as  love  the  eagle's  scream 
Divide  with  him  his  home  of  ice  : 


For  me  shall  gentler  notes  suflice,  — 
The  valley -song  of  bird  and  stream ; 

The  pastoral  bleat,  the  drone  of  beea, 
The  flail-beat  chiming  far  away. 
The  cattle-low,  at  shut  of  dav. 
The  voice  of  God  in  leaf  ana  breeze  ! 

Then  lend  thy  hand,  my  wiser  friend. 
And  help  me  to  the  vales  below, 
(In  truth,  I  have  not  far  to  go,} 
Where  sweet  with  flowers  ihe  field* 
extend. 


THE  PALM-TREE. 

Is  it  the  palm,  the  cocoa-palm. 

On   the   Indian   Sea,  by  the  isles  of 

balm? 
Or  is  it  a  ship  in  the  breezeless  calm? 

A  ship  whose  keel  is  of  palm  beneath. 
Whose  ribs  of  iialm  have  a  palra-bark 

sheath, 
And  a  rudder  of  palm  it  steereth  with. 

Branches  of  palm  are  its  spars  and  rails, 
Fibres  of  palm  are  its  woven  sails, 
And  the  rope  is  of  palm  that  idly  trails  1 

What  does  the  good  ship  bear  so  well  ? 
The  cocoa-nut  with  its  stony  shell. 
And  the  milky  sap  of  its  inner  cell. 

What  are  its  jars,  so  smooth  and  fine. 
But  hollowed  nuts,  filled  with  oil  and 

wine. 
And  the  cabbage  that  ripens  under  the 

Line? 

Who  smokes  his  nargileh,  cool  an6 

calm  ? 
The  master,  whose  cunning  and  skill 

could  charm 
Cargo  and  ship  from   the  bounteoui 

palm. 

In  the  cabin  he  sits  on  a  palm-mal 

soft. 
From  a  l>eaker  of  palm  his  drink  is 

quaffed, 
And  a  palm -thatch  shields  from  the 

sun  aloA  I 
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His  dress  is  woven  of  palmy  strands,  ^ 
And  lie  holds  a  palm-leaf  scroll  in  his 

hands, 
Traced  with  the  Prophet's  wise  com- 
mands I 

The  turban  folded  about  his  head 
Was  daintily  wrought  of  the  palm-leaf 

braid. 
And  the  fan  that  cools  him  of  palm  was 

made. 

Cf  threads  of  palm  was  the  carpet  spun 
Whereon  he  kneels  when  the  day  is 

done. 
And  the  foreheads  of  Islam  are  bowed 

as  one  I 

*ro  him  the  palm  is  a  gift  divine, 
Wherein  all  uses  of  man  combine,  — 
Kouse,   and  raiment,  and    food,   and 
wine  1 

And,  in  the  hour  of  his  great  release. 
His  need  of  the  palm  shall  only  cease 
With  the  shroua  wherein  he  lieth  in 
peace. 

"  Allah  il  Allah  I "  he  sings  his  psalm, 
On  the   Indian  Sea,  by  the  isles  of 

balm  ; 
**  Thanks   lo    Allah   who     gives    the 

palm  I  •• 
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How  sweetly  come  the  holy  psalms 

From  saints  and  martyrs  down. 
The  waving  of  triumphal  palms 

Above  the  thorny  cro^*n  I 
The  choral  praise,  the  chanted  prayers 

From  harps  by  angels  strung, 
The  hunted  Cameron's  mountain  airs, 

The  hymns  that  Luther  sung  ! 

Vet,  jarring  not  the  heavenly  notes, 
The  sounds  of  earth  are  heard. 


As  through  the  open  minster  floats 
The  song  of  breeze  and  bird  I 

Not  less  the  wonder  of  the  sky 
That  daisies  bloom  below ; 

The  brook  sings  on,  though  loud  and 
high 
The  cloudy  organs  blow ! 

And,  if  the  tender  ear  be  jarred 

That,  haply,  hears  by  turns 
The  saintly  harp  of  Olney's  bard, 

The  pastoral  pipe  of  Bums, 
No  discord  mars  His  perfect  plan 

Who  gave  them  both  a  tongue ; 
For  he  who  sings  the  love  of  man 

The  love  of  (jrod  hath  sung  I 

To-day  be  every  feult  forgiven 

Of  him  in  whom  we  joy  I 
We  take,   with  thanks,  the   gold   ot 
Heaven 

And  leave  the  earth's  alloy. 
Be  ours  his  music  as  of  spring. 

His  sweetness  as  of  flowers. 
The  son^s  the  bard  himself  might  sing 

In  holier  ears  than  ours. 

Sweet  airs  of  love  and  home,  the  hum 

Of  household  melodies. 
Come  singing,  as  the  robins  come 

To  sing  in  door-yard  trees. 
And,  heart  to  heart,  two  nations  lean. 

No  rival  wreaths  to  twine, 
But  blcndinf;  in  eternal  green 

The  holly  and  the  pine  I 


THE  RED  RIVER  VOYAGEUR, 

Out  and  in  the  river  is  winding 
The  links  of  its  long,  red  chain 

Through  belts  of  dusky  pine-land 
And  gusty  leagues  of  plain. 

Only,  at  tiroes^  a  smoke-wreath 

with  the  drifting  cloud-rack  joins,  — 

The  smoke  of  the  hunting-lodges 
Of  the  wild  Assiniboins  1 

Drearily  blows  the  north-wind 
From  the  land  of  ice  and  snow ; 

The  eyes  that  look  are  weary. 
And  heavy  the  hands  that  row. 
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And  with  one  foot  on  the  water, 

And  one  upon  the  shore, 
The  Aneel  of  Shadow  gives  warning 
That  day  shall  be  no  more. 

Is  it  the  clang  of  wild-geese  ? 

Is  it  the  Indian's  yell, 
That  lends  to  the  voice  of  the  north- 
wind 

The  tones  of  a  far-off  bell  ? 

The  voyageur  smiles  as  he  listens 
To  the  sound  that  grows  apace : 

Well  he  knows  the  vesper  ringing 
Of  the  bells  of  St.  Boniface. 

The  bells  of  the  Roman  \fission, 
I'hat  call  from  their  tup-ets  twain. 

To  the  boatman  on  the  river, 
To  the  hunter  on  the  plain  I 

Even  so  in  our  mortal  journey 
The  bitter  north-winds  blow. 

And  thus  upon  life's  Red  River 
Our  hearts,  as  oarsmen,  row. 

And  when  the  Angel  of  Shadow 
Rests  his  feet  on  wave  and  shore^ 

And  our  eyes  grow  dim  with  watchmg 
And  our  hearts  faint  at  the  oar, 

Happy  is  he  who  heareth 

1  he  signal  of  his  release 
In  the  bells  of  the  Holy  City, 

The  chimes  of  eternal  peace  I 


KENOZA  LAKE. 

As  Adam  did  in  Paradise, 

To-day  the  primal  right  we  claim  : 
Pair  mirror  of  the  woods  and  skies. 

We  give  to  thee  a  name. 

Lake  of  the  pickerel !  —  let  no  more 
The    echoes    answer  back,    "Great 
Pond," 

y<vX  siK'eet  Kenoza,  from  thy  shore 
And  watching  hills  beyond. 

Let  Indian  ghosts,  if  such  there  be 
Who  oly  unseen  their  shadowy  lines, 

call  back  the  ancient  name  to  thee, 
As  with  the  voice  of  pines. 


The  shores  we  trod  as  barefoot  bovs, 
The    nutted    woods   we    wandeied 
through, 

To  friendship,  love,  and  social  joys 
We  consecrate  anew. 

Here  shall  the  tender  song  be  sung. 
And  memory's  dirges  sofr  and  low. 

And  wit  shall  sparkle  on  the  tongue. 
And  mirth  >hall  overflow, 

Harmless  as  summer  lightning  plays 
From  a  low,  hidden  cloud  by  ni^t 

A  light  to  set  the  hills  ablaze. 
But  not  a  bolt  to  smite. 

In  sunny  South  and  prairied  West 
Are  exiled  hearts  remembering  still. 

As  bees  their  hive,  as  birds  their  nest. 
The  homes  of  Haverhill. 

They  join  us  in  our  rites  to-day ; 

And^  listening,  we  may  hear,  erelong; 
From  mland  lake  and  ocean  bay, 

The  echoes  of  our  song. 

Kenoza !  o'er  no  sweeter  lake 
Shall  morning  break  or  noon-doud 
sail,  — 

No  fairer  face  than  thine  shall  take 
The  sunset's  golden  veil. 

Long  be  it  ere  the  tide  of  trade 
Shall  break  with  harah-resoundinc 
din 

The  miiet  of  thy  banks  of  shade. 
And  hills  that  fold  thee  in. 

Still  let  thy  woodlands  hide  the  hare. 
The  shy  loon  sound  his  trumpet-no^  * 

Wing-weary  from  his  fields  of  air, 
The  wild-goose  on  thee  float 

Thy  peace  rebuke  our  feverish  stir. 
Thy  beauty  our  deforming  strife ; 

Thy  woods  and  waters  minister 
The  healing  of  their  life. 

And  sinless  Mirth,  from  care  release^ 
Behold,  unawed,  thv  mirrored  sky, 

Smiling  as  smiled  on  Cana's  feaat 
I'he  Master's  loving  eye. 
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And  when  th«  •ummer  day  grows  dim. 
And  light  miftts  walk  thy  mimic  aea. 

Revive  in  us  the  thought  of  Him 
Who  walked  on  GalUee  1 


TO  G.   B.  C. 

So  spake  Esaias:  so,  in  words  of  flame, 
Tekoa's  prophet-herdsman  smote  with 

blame  _ 
The  traffickers  in  nv^n.andputtoshame. 

All  earth  and  heaven  before, 
The  sacerdotal  robbers  of  the  poor. 

All  th%  dread  Scripti^re  lives  for  thee 

again, 
To  smite  like  lightninsc  on  the  hands 

profane 
Lifted  to  bless  the  slave-whip  and  the 
chain. 
Once  more  th'  old  HeLrew  tongue 
Bends  with  the  shafts  of  Oa\  a  tow 
'  new-stnuig  I 

Take  up  the  mantle  which  thn  prophets 

wore  ; 
Warn  with  their  warnings,  —  show  the 

Christ  once  more 
Bound,  scourged,  and  crucifi<>d  in  his 

blameless  poor ; 
And  shake  above  our  land 
The  unquenched  bolts  that  bla'-e-l  in 

Hosea's  hand  I 

Not  vainly  shalt  thou  cast  upon  our 
years 

The  solemn  burdens  of  the  Orient  seers. 

And  smite  with  truth  a  guilty  natior  '& 
ears. 
Mightier  was  Luther's  word 

Than  Seckingen's  mailed  arm  or  Hus- 
ton's sword  ! 


THE  SISTERS. 

A  PICTURB  BY   BARRY. 

Thk  shade  for  me,  but  over  thee 
I'he  lingering  sunshine  still : 

As,  smiling,  to  the  silent  stream 
Comes  down  the  singing  rill, 


So  come  to  me,  mv  little  one,  — 
My  ]rears  with  tnee  I  share. 

And  mingle  with  a  sister's  love 
A  mother's  tender  care. 

But  keep  the  smile  upon  thy  lip, 

The  trust  upon  thy  brow  ; 
Since  for  the  dear  one  God  hath  called 

We  have  an  angel  now. 

Our  mother  from  the  fields  of  heaven 

Shall  still  Her  ear  indine  ; 
Nor  need  we  fear  her  human  love 

Is  less  for  love  divine. 

The  songs  are  sweet  they  sing  beneath 

The  trees  of  life  so  fair. 
But  sweetest  of  the  songs  of  heaven 

Shall  be  her  children's  prayer. 

Then,  darling,  rest  upon  my  breast. 
And  teach  my  heart  to  lean 

With  thy  sweet  trust  upon  the  arm 
Which  folds  us  both  unseen  I 
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This  da^^,  two  hundred  years  ago^ 
The  wild  grape  by  the  river's  side. 

And  tasteless  j^oundnut  trailing;  Xom, 
The  table  of  the  woods  supf&lied. 

Unknown  the  apple's  red  and  gold. 
The  blushing  tint  of  peach  and  pear* 

Ihe  mirror  of  the  Powow  told 
No  tale  of  orchards  ripe  and  rare. 

Wild  as  the  fruits  he  scorned  to  till. 
These  vales  the  idle  Indian  trod ; 

Nor  knew  the  plad,  creative  skill,  — 
The  joy  of  him  who  toils  with  God. 

O  Pa'ntrr  of  the  firuits  and  flowers  I 
We  thank  thee  for  thv  wise  design 

Wherebj  tl  ea»j  hun.an  nan^s  ot*  our* 
In  Nature'*  frard^n  ^nrk  w'lh  ♦h;»»e 
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And  thanks  that  from  our  daily  need 
The  joy  of  simple  faith  is  bom  ; 

That  he  who  smites  the  summer  weed, 
May  trust  thee  for  the  autumn  com. 

Give  fools  their  gold,  and  knaves  their 
power ; 

Let  tortune's  bubbles  rise  and  fall ; 
Who  sows  a  field,  or  trains  a  flovt-er. 

Or  plants  a  tree,  is  more  than  alL 

For  he  who  blesses  most  is  blest ; 

And  God  and  man  shall  own  his  worth 
Who  toils  to  leave  as  his  bequest 

An  added  beauty  to  the  earth. 

And,  soon  or  late,  to  all  that  sowr. 
The  time  of  harvest  shall  be  given ; 

The  flower  shall  bloom,  the  fruit  shall 
grow. 
If  not  on  earth,  at  last  m  heaven  ! 
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Its  windows  flashing  to  the  skv. 

Beneath  a  thousand  roofs  of  Drown, 
Far  down  the  vale,  my  friend  and  I 

Beheld  the  old  and  quiet  town  ; 
The  ghostly  sails  that  out  at  sea 
Flapped  their  white  wings  of  mystery  ; 
The  Deaches  glimmering  in  the  sun^ 
And  the  low  wooded  capes  that  run 
Into  the  sea-mist  north  and  south ; 
The  sand-bluffs  at  the  river's  mouth  ; 
The  swinging  chain-bridge,  and,  afar. 
The  foam-line  of  the  harbor-bar. 

Over  the  woods  and  meadow-lands 
A  crimson -tinted  shadow  lay 
Of  clouds  through  which  the  setting 

day 
Flung  a  slant  glory  far  away. 

It  glittered  on  the  wet  sea-sands, 
It  flamed  upon  the  city's  panes. 

Smote  the  white  sails  of  ships  that  wore 

Outward  or  in,  and  glided  o'er 
The  steeples  with  their  veering  vanes  I 

Awhile  my  friend  with  rapid  search 
O'erran    the   landscape.      "Yonder 
spire 


Over  gray  roo^  a  shafl  of  fire : 
What  U  it,  pray?"  — "The  Whitt- 

field  Church  f 
Walled  about  by  its  basement  stones, 
There  rest  the  marvellous  prophet's 

bones." 
Then  as  our  homeward  way  we  walked, 
Of  the  great  preacher's  life  we  talked : 
And  through  the  mystery  of  our  theme 
The  outward  glory  seemed  to  stream, 
And  Nature's  self  interpreted 
The  doubtful  record  of  the  dead ; 
And  every  level  beam  that  smote 
The  sails  upon  the  dark  afloat 

A  symbol  of  the  light  became 

Which  touched  the  shadows  of  our 
blame 

With  tongues  of  Pentecostal  flame. 

Over  the  roofs  of  the  pioneere 
Gathers  the  moss  of  a  hundred  years: 
On  man  and  his  works  has  pa^ed  the 

change 
Which  ne^  must  be  in  a  centtuy's 

ranee. 
The  land  lies  open  and  warm  in  the  sun, 
Anvils  clamor  and  mill-wheels  run,  — 
Flocks  on  the  hillsides,  herds  on  tit. 

|}lain. 
The  wilderness  gladdened  with  fnxa 

and  i^n  I 
But  the  living  faith  of  the  settlers  (Ad 
A  dead  profession  their  children  bold ; 
To  the  lust  of  office  and  greed  of  trada 
A  stepping-stone  is  the  autar  made. 
The  Church,  to  place  and  power  tha 

door, 
Rebukes  the  sin  of  the  world  no  more. 
Nor  sees  its  Lord  in  the  homeless  poor. 
Every>vhere  is  the  grasping  hand. 
And  eager  adding  of  land  to  land : 
And  earth,  which  seemed  to  the  &thei« 

meant 
Rut  as  a  pilgrim's  wayside  tent, — 
A  nightly  shelter  to  fold  away 
When  the  Lord  should  call  at  the  break 

of  day,  — 
Solid  and  steadfiist  seems  to  be. 
And  Time  has  forgotten  Eternity  t 

But  fresh  and  green  from  the  rotting 

roots 
Of  primal  forests  the   young  growtA 

shoots: 
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From  the  death  of  the  old  the  new  pro- 
ceeds, 
And  the  life  of  truth  from  the  rot  of 

creeds : 
On  the  ladder  of  God,  which  upward 

leads. 
The  steps  of  progress  are  human  needs. 
For  his  jud^ents  still  are  a  mighty 

deep, 
And  the  eyes  of  his  providence  never 

sleep : 
When  the  night  is  darkest  he  gives  the 

mom  ; 
When  the  Camine  is  sorest,  the  wine 

and  com  1 

In  the  church  of  the  wilderness  Ed- 

^  wards  wrought. 
Shaping    his   creed    at    the    forge   of 

thought : 
And  with  Ilior's  own  hammer  welded 

and  bent 
The  iron  links  of  liis  argument, 
Which  strove  to  grasp  in  its  mighty  q>an 
The  purpose  of  God  and  the  Cite  ot  man  I 
Yet  faithful  still,  in  his  daily  round 
To  the  weak,  and  the  poor,  and  sin -sick 

found. 
The  schoolman's  lore  and  the  casuist's 

art 
Drew  warmth  and  life  from  his  fervent 

heart. 
Had  he  not  seen  in  the  solitudes 
Of  h'^  deep  and  dark  Northampton 

^    woods 
A  vision  of  love  about  him  fell  ? 
Not  the  blinding  splendor  which  fell  on 

Saul, 
Bat  the  tenderer  glory  tnat  rests  on 

them 
Who  walk  in  the  New  Jerasalem, 
Where  never  the  sun  nor  moon  are 

known, 
But  the  Lord  and  his  love  are  the  light 

alone  I 
And  watching  the  sweet,  still  counte- 
nance 
Of  the  wife  of  his  bosom  rapt  in  trance. 
Had  he  not  treasured  each  broken  word 
Of  the  mystical  wonder  seen  and  heard; 
And  loved  the  beautiful  dreamer  more 
That  thus  to  the  desert  of  earth  she 

bore 
aosken  of  Eschol  from  Canaan's  s}.ore? 


As  the  barley-winnower,  holding  with 

pain 
Aloft  in  waiting  his  chaff  and  grain, 
Joyfully  welcomes  the  iar-off  breeze 
Soundme  the  pine-tree's  slender  keys. 
So  he  who  haa  waited  long  to  hear 
The  sound  of  the  Spirit  drawing  near. 
Like  that  whidi  the  son  of  Iddo  heard 
When  the  feet  of  angels  the  myrtles 

stirred, 
Felt  the  answer  of  prayer,  at  last. 
As  over  his  church  the  afflatus  passed. 
Breaking  its  sleep  as  breezes  break 
To  sun-bright  ripples  a  stagnant  lake. 

At  first  a  tremor  of  silent  fear. 
The  creep  of  the  flesh  at  danger  near, 
A  vague  foreboding  and  discontent. 
Over  the  hearts  ofthe  people  went. 
All  nature  warned  in  sounds  and  signs : 
The  wind  in  the  tops  of  the  fore.st  pmes 
In  the  name  of  the  Highest  called  to 

prayer. 
As  the  muezzin  calls  from  the  minaret 

stair.  ^ 
Through  ceildd  chambers  of  secret  sin 
Sudden  and  strong  the  light  shone  in  ; 
A  guiltv  sense  of  his  neighbor's  needs 
Startled  the  man  of  title-deeds ; 
The  trembling  hand  of  the  worldling 

shook 
The  dust  of  years  from  the  Holy  Book ; 
And  the  psalms  of  David,  foigotten 

long, 
Took  the  place  ofthe  scofler's  song. 

The  impulse  spread  like  the  outward 

course 
Of  waters  moved  by  a  central  force  : 
The  tide  of  spiritual  life  rolled  down 
From  inland  mountains   to  seaboard 

town. 

Prepared  and  ready  the  altar  stands 
Waiting    the    prophet's    outstretched 

hands 
And  prayer  availing,  to  downward  call 
The  fiery  answer  in  view  of  all. 
Hearts  are  like  wax  in  the  furnace,  who 
Shall  mould,  and  shape,  and  cast  them 

anew? 
Lol  by  the  Merrimack  Whitbfirld 

stands 
In  the  temple  that  never  was  made  by 

hands,  — 


906 


POEMS  AND  LYRICS. 


Curtains  of  azure,  and  crystal  wall. 
And  dome  of  the  sunshine  over  all !  — 
A  homeless  pilgrim,  ^ith  dubious  name 
Blown  about  on  the  w  inds  of  fame ; 
Now  as  an  angel  of  blessing  cla&sed. 
And  now  as  a  mad  enthusiast. 
Called  in  his  youth  to  sound  and  gauge 
I'he  moral  lapise  of  his  race  and  age, 
And,  sharp  as  truth,  the  contrast  draw 
Of  human  frailty  and  perfect  law  ; 
Possessed  by  tne  one  dread  thought 

that  lent 
Its  goad  to  his  fiery  temperament, 
Up  and  down  the  world  he  went, 
A  John  the  Baptist  crying,  —  Repent ! 

No  [)erfect  whole  can  our  nature  make ; 
Here  or  there  the  circle  will  break ; 
The  orb  of  life  as  it  takes  the  light 
On  one  side  leaves  the  other  in  night 
Never  was  saint  so  good  and  great 
As  to  give  no  chance  at  St.  Peter's  gate 
For  the  plea  of  the  Devil's  advocate. 
So,  incomplete  by  his  being's  law, 
The  marvellous  preacher  had  his  flaw : 
With  step  unequal,  and  lame  with  faults, 
Hisshaoe  on  tne  path  of  History  hi^lts. 

Wisely  and  well  said  the  Eastern  bard ; 
Fear  is  easy,  but  love  is  hard,  — 
Easy  to  glow  with  the  Santon's  rage, 
Ana  walk  on  the  Meccan  pilgrimage: 
But  he  is  greatest  and  best  who  can 
Worship  Allah  by  loving  man. 

Thi>s  he, — to  whom,  in   the  painful 

stress 
Of  zeal  on  fire  firom  its  own  exces.s. 
Heaven  seemed  so  vast  and  earth  so 

small 
That  man  was  nothing,  since  God  was 

all.— 
Forgot,  as  the  best  at  times  have  done. 
That  the  love  of  the  Lord  and  of  man 

are  one. 

Little  to  him  whose  feet  unshod 
The  thorny  path  of  the  desert  trod, 
Careless  of  pain,  r<\  it  led  to  God, 
Seemed  the  hunger-pang  and  the  poor 

man's  wrong, 
Hie  weak  ones  trodden  beneath  the 

strong. 


Should  the  worm  be  chooser? — the 

clay  withstand 
The  shapmg  will  of  the  potter's  hand? 


In  the  Indian  fable  Aijoon  hears 
The  scum  of  a  god  rebuke  his  fears : 
"  Spare  thy  pity  ! "  Krishna  sailh  ; 
"  Isiot  in  thy  sword  is   the  power 

death  I 
All  is  illusion,  —  toss  but  seems  ; 
Pleasure  and  pain  arc  only  dreams  ; 
Who  deems  he  slaveth  doth  not  kill ; 
Who  counts  as  slafn  is  living  still. 
Strike,  nor  fiear  thy  blow  is  crime  ; 
Nothing  dies  but  the  cheats  of  time ; 
Slain  or  slayer,  small  the  odds 
To  each,  immortal  as  Indra's  gods  1 
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So  by  Savannah's  banks  of  shade. 

The  stones  of  his  mission  the  preacher 
laid 

On  the  heart  of  the  negro  crushed  and 
rent. 

And  made  of  his  blood  the  wall's  ce- 
ment; 

Bade  the  slave-ship  speed  from  coast  to 
coast 

Fanned  by  the  wings  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; 

And  begged,  for  the  love  of  Christ,  the 

J  old 
from  the  hearts  in  its  groaning 
hold. 
What  could  it  matter,  more  or  less 
Of  stripes,  and  hunger,  and  weariness? 
Living  or  dying,  bond  or  free, 
What  was  time  to  eternity  ? 

Alas    for    the    preacher's     cherished 

schemes  ! 
M  i&sion  and  church  are  nowbut  dreams; 
Nor  prayer  nor  fasting  availed  the  plan 
To  honor  God   through  the  v^-rong  of 

man. 
Of  all  his  labors  no  trace  remains 
Save  the  bondman  lifting  his  hands  in 

chains 
The  woof  he  wove  in  the  righteous  warp 
Of  freedom-loving  Ugicthorpe, 
Clothes  with  curses  the  goodly  land, 
Changesitsgreennessandbloom  tosand ; 
And  a  century's  lapse  reveals  once  more 
lite  slave-ship   stealing  to  Georgia'* 

shore. 
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Father  of  Light  \  how  blind  is  he 
Who  sprinkles  the  altar  he  rears  to  Thee 
With  tne  blood  and  tears  of  humanity  I 

He  erred :  Shall  we  count  his  gifts  as 

naught } 
Was  the  work  of  God  in  him  unwrought  ? 
The  servant  may  through  his  deafness 

err. 
And  blind  may  be  God's  messenger ; 
But  the  errand  is  sure  thev  go  upon,  — 
The  word  is  spoken,  the  aeed  is  done. 
Was  the  Hebrew  temple  less  fair  and 

good 
That  Solomon  bowed  to  gods  of  wood  ? 
For  his  tempted  heart  and  wandering 

feet, 
Were  the  songs  of  David  less  pure  and 

sweet? 
So  in  light  and  shadow  the  preacher 

went, 
God's  erring  and  human  in«itrument : 
And  the  hearts  of  the  people  where  he 

passed 
Swayed  as  the  reeds  sway  in  the  blast. 
Under  the  spell  of  a  voice  which  took 
In  its  compass  the  flow  of  Sitoa's  brook, 
And  the  mystical  chime  of  the  bells  of 

gold 
On  theephod's  hem  of  the  priest  of  old, — 
Now  theroU  of  thunder,  and  now  the  awe 
Of  the  trumpet  heard  in  the  Mount  of 

Law. 

A  solemn  fear  on  the  listening  crowd 
Fell  like  the  shadow  of  a  cloud. 
The  sailor  reelmg  from  out  the  ships 
Wbone  masts  stood  thick  in  the  nver- 

slips 
Felt  the  jest  and  the  curse  die  on  his 

lips. 
Listenea  the  fisherman  rude  and  hard. 
The  calker  rough  from  the  builder's 

yard, 
The  man  of  the  market  left  his  load, 
The  teamster  leaned  on  his  bending 

The  maiden,  and  youth  beside  her,  felt 
Their  hearts  in  a  closer  union  melt. 
And  saw  the  flowers  of  their  love  in 

bloom 
Down  the  endless  vistas  of  life  to  come. 
Ol'l  age  sat  feebly  brushing  awav 
From  his  ears  the  scanty  locks  of  gray  ; 


And  careless  boyhood,  living  the  finee 

Unconscious  life  of  bird  and  tree. 

Suddenly  wakened  to  a  sense 

Of  sin  and  its  guilty  consequence. 

It  was  as  if  an  angel's  voice 

Called  the  listeners  up  for  their  final 

choice ; 
As  if  a  strong  hand  rent  apart 
The  veils  of  sense  from  .soul  and  heart. 
Showing  in  light  inefiable 
The  joys  of  heaven  and  woes  of  hell  I 
All  about  in  the  misty  air        ' 
The  hills   seemed  kneeling  in  silent 

prayer ; 
The  rustle  of  leaves,  the  moaliing  sedge 
The  water's  lap  on  its  gravelled  edge, 
The  wailing  pines,  and,  for  and  faint. 
The    wood'dove's  note    of  sad   com- 
plaint, — 
To  the  solemn  voice  of  the  preacher 

lent 
An  undertone  as  of  low  lament ; 
And  the  rote  of  the  sea  from  its  sandy 

coast, 
On  the  easterly  wind,  now  heard,  now 

lost. 
Seemed  the  murmurous  sound  of  the 

judgment  host. 

Yet  wise  men  doubted,  and  good  men 

wept, 
As  that  storm  of  passion  above  them 

swept. 
And,  comet-like,  adding  flame  to  flame, 
The  priests  of  the  new  Evangel  came, — 
Davenport,  flashing  upon  the  crowd. 
Charged  like  stimmer's  electric  cloud, 
Now  holding  the  listener  still  as  death 
With  terrible  warnings  undei  jreath. 
Now  shouting  for  joy,  as  if  he  viewed 
The  vision  ot  Heaven's  beatitude  1 
And    Celtic  Tcnnant,    his   long    coat 

bound 
Like   a   monk's  with  leathern  girdle 

round. 
Wild  with  the  toss  of  unshorn  hair, 
And  wringing  of  hands,  and  eves  aglare, 
Groaning  undsr  the  world's  despair  ! 
Grave  pastors,  grieving  their  flocks  to 

lose. 
Prophesied  to  the  emptv  |)ew8 
That  gourds  would  witner,  and  mush 

rooms  die. 
And  noisiest  fountains  run  Ssionest  dry. 
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Like  the  spring  that  gushed  in  New- 
bury Street, 
Under  the  tnunp  of  the  earthquake's 

feet, 
A  silver  shaft  in  the  air  and  light. 
For  a  single  day,  then  lost  in  night, 
Leaving  only,  its  place  to  tell, 
Sandy  fissure  and  sulphurous  smell. 
With  zeal  wing-dipped  and  white-heat 

cool. 
Moved  by  the  spirit  in  grooves  of  rule, 
No  longer  harried,  and  cropped,  and 

fleeced, 
Flogged  by  sheriff  and  cursed  by  priest. 
But  by  wiser  counsels  left  at  ease 
To  settle  quietly  on  his  lees, 
And,  »elf-concentred,  to  count  as  done 
The  work  which  his  fathers  scarce  be- 
gun. 
In  silent  protest  of  letting  alone, 
The  Quaker  kept  the  way  of.hisbwn,  — 
A  non-conductor  among  the  wires, 
With  coat  of  asbestos  proof  to  fires. 
Ar/d  quite  unable  to  mend  his  pace 
To  catch  the  falling  manna  of  grace, 
He  huegcd  the  closer  his  little  store 
Of  faith,  and  silently  praved  for  more. 
And  vague  of  creed  and  barren  of  rite. 
Rut  holding,  as  in  his  Master's  sight, 
Act  and  thoueht  lo  the  inner  light, 
The  round  othis  simple  duties  walked, 
And  strove  to  live  what  the  others  talked. 

And  who  shall  marvel  if  evil  went 
Step  by  step  with  the  good  intent. 
And  with  love  and  meekness,  side  by 

side. 
Lust  of  the  flesh  and  spiritual  pride?  — 
That  passionate  longmgs  and  fancies 

vain 
Set  the  heart  on  fire  and  crazed  the 

brain  ?  — 
That  over  the  holy  oracles 
Folly  sported  with  cap  and  bells  ?  — 
That  goodly  women  and  learned  men 
Marvelling  told  with  tongue  and  pen 
/iow  un weaned  children  chirped  like 

birds 
Texts  of  Scripture  and  solemn  words. 
Like  the  infant  neers  of  the  rocky  glens 
In  the  Puy  de  Dome  of  wild  Cevennes : 
Or  baby  Lamas  who  pray  and  preach 
From     Tartar    cradles    in    Buddha's 

speech? 


In  the  war  which  Truth  m 

wages 
With  impious  fraud  and  the  wronc  oi 

ages 
Hate  and  malice  and  aelf-love  iziar^ 
The  notes  of  triumph  with  painfiU  jar, 
And  the  helping  angels  turn  aside 
Their  sorrowing  faces  the  shame  to  hifde. 
Never  on  custom's  oiiM  grooves 
The  world  to  a  higher  level  movesi, 
But  grates  and  gnuds  with  friction  haid 
On  granite  boulder  and  flinty  shard. 
The  heart  must  bleed  before  it  feelsj 
The  pool  be  troubled  before  it  heah ; 
Ever  by  losses  the  rieht  must  gain. 
Every  good  have  its  birth  of  pain ; 
I'he  active  Virtues  blush  to  find 
llie  Vices  wearing  their  badge  behind, 
And  Graces  and  Charities  feel  the  fire 
Wherein  the  sins  of  the  ase  expire  : 
The  fiend  still  rends  as  ofold  he  rent 
The  tortured  body  from  which  he  went 

But  Time  tests  all.     In  the  over-drift 
And  flow  of  the  Nile,  with  its  ann  jal 

gift, 
Who  cares  for  the  Hadji's  relics  sunk  ? 
Who  thinks  of  the  drowned-out  Coptic 

monk  ? 
The  tide    that  loosens    the    temple^ 

stones. 
And  scatters  the  sacred  ibis-bones, 
Drives  away  from  the  vailey-Iand 
That  Arab  robber,  the  wandering  sand, 
Moistens  the  fields  that  know  no  rain. 
Fringes  the  desert  with  belts  of  grain, 
And  bread  to  the  sower  brings  again. 
So   the   flood    of  emotion   deep  and 

strong 
Troubled  the  land  as  it  swept  along. 
But  left  a  result  of  holier  lives. 
Tenderer  mothers  and  worthier  wives. 
The  husband  and  father  w  iiose  children 

fled 
And  sad  wife  wept  when  bis  drunken 

tread 
Frightened  peace  from  his  roof-tree'« 

shade, 
And  a  rock  of  offence  his  hearthstone 

made, 
In  a  strength  that  was  not  his  own,  be- 
gan 
To  rise  from  the  brute's  to  the  plane 

of  man. 
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Old  friends  embraced,  long  held  apart 
By  evil  counsel  and  pride  of  heart : 
And  penitence  saw  through  misty  tears. 
In  the  bow  of  hope  on  its  cloud  of  fears, 
The    promise    of    Heaven's   eternal 

years,— 
The  peace  of  God  for  the  world's  an- 
noy, — 
Beauty  for  ashes,  and  oil  of  joy  1 

Under  the  church  of  Federal  Street, 
Under  the  tread  of  its  Sabbath  feet. 
Walled  about  by  its  basement  stones, 
Lie  the  marvellous  preacher's  bones. 
No  saintly  honors  to  them  are  shown. 
No  sign  nor  miracle  have  they  known  ; 
But  he  who  passes  the  ancient  church 
StoDS  in  the  shade  of  its  belfry-porch. 
Ana  ponders  the  wonderful  life  of  him 
Who  lies  at  rest  in  that  charncl  dim. 
Long  shall  the  traveller  strain  his  eye 
From  the  railroad  car.  as  it  plunges  oy, 
And  the  vanishing  town  behind  him 

search 
For  the  slender  spire  of  the  Whitefield 

Church ; 
And  feel  for  one  moment  the  ghosts  of 

trade. 
And  fashion,  and  folly,  and  pleasure 

laid. 
By  the  thought  of  that  life  of  pure  in- 
tent, 
That  voice  of  warning  yet  eloauent, 
Of  one  on  the  errands  of  angels  Mnt. 
And  if  where  he  labored  the  flood  of  sin 
Like  a  tide  from  the  harbor-bar  sets  in. 
And  over  a  life  of  time  and  sense 
The  church-spires  lift  their  vain  de- 
fence, 
As  if  to  scatter  the  bolts  of  God 
With  the  points  of  Calvin's  thunder- 
rod, — 
Still,  as  the  gem  of  its  civic  crown. 
Precious  beyond  the  world's  renown, 
Hb  memory  hallows  the  ancient  town  I 
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From  the  well-springs  of  Hudson,  the 

sea-clifTs  of  Maine, 
GAve  men,  sober  matrons,  you  gather 

again; 


And,  with  hearts  warmer  grown 
your  heads  grow  more  coo!. 

Play  over  the  old  game  of  going 
schooL 


as 


to 


All  your  strifes  and  vexations,  your 
whims  and  complaints, 

(You  were  not  saints  yourselves,  if  the 
children  of  saints  I ) 

All  your  petty  self-seekings  and  rival- 
ries done. 

Round  the  dear  Alma  Mater  your 
hearts  beat  as  one  I 

How  widely  soe'er  you  have  strayed 

from  the  fold, 
Though  your  "  thee"  has  grown  "you," 

and  your  drab  blue  Rnd  gold. 
To  the  old  friendly  speech  and  the 

earb's  sober  form. 
Like  the  heart  of  Argyle  to  the  tartan, 

jrou  warm. 

But,  the  first  greetings  over,  you  glance 
round  the  hall; 

Your  hearts  call  the  roll,  but  they  an- 
swer not  all : 

Through  the  turf  green  above  them  the 
dead  cannot  hear ; 

Name  by  name,  in  the  silence,  falls  sad 
as  a  tear  1 

In  love,  let  us  tritst,  they  were  sum- 
moned so  soon 

From  the  morning  of  life,  while  we  toil 
through  its  noon ; 

They  were  frail  like  ourselves,  they  had 
needs  like  our  own. 

And  they  rest  as  we  rest  in  God's 
mercy  alone. 

Unchanged  by  our  changes  of  spirit 

and  frame. 
Past,  now,  and  henceforward  the  Lord 

is  the  same ; 
Though  we  sink  in  the  darkness,  his 

arms  break  our  fall, 
And  in  death  as  in  life,  he  is  Father  of 

alll 

We  are  older :  our  footsteps,  so  light  in 

the  play 
Of  the    far-away   school-time,    move 

slower  to-day;- 
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Here  a  beard  tooched  with  frost*  there 

a  bald,  shining  crown. 
And  beneath  the  cap's   border  gray 

mingles  with  brown. 

But  6iith  should  be  cheerful,  and  trust 

should  be  glad^ 
And  our  follies  and  sins,  not  our  years, 

make  us  sad. 
Should  the  heart  closer  shut  au  the 

bonnet  grows  prim. 
And  the  fiice  grow  in  length  as  the  hat 

grows  in  brim .' 

Life  is  brief,  duty  grave ;  but,  with  rain- 
folded  wings. 

Of  yesterday's  sunshine  (he  grateful 
heart  sings  ; 

And  we,  of  all  others,  have  reason  to 
pay 

The  tribute  of  thanks,  and  rejoice  on 
our  way ; 

For  the  counsels  that  turned  from  the 
follies  of  youth  ; 

For  the  beauty  of  patience,  the  white- 
ness of  truth  ; 

For  the  wounds  of  rebuke,  when  love 
tempered  its  edge : 

For  the  household's  restraint,  and  the 
discipline's  hedge : 

For  the  lessons  of  kindness  vouchsafed 
to  the  least 

Of  the  creatures  of  God,  whether  hu- 
man or  beast. 

Bringing  hope  to  the  poor,  lending 
strength  to  the  frail, 

In  the  lanes  of  the  city,  the  slave-hut, 
and  jail  ; 

For  a  womanhood  higher  and  holier, 
by  all 

Her  knowledge  of  good,  than  was  Eve 
ere  her  fall,  — 

Whose  task-work  of  duty  moves  light- 
ly as  play, 

Serene  as  the  moonlight  and  warm  as 
the  day ; 

ind,  yet  more,  for  the  faith  which  em- 
braces the  whole, 

Of  the  creeds  of  the  ages  the  life  and 
the  soul. 


Wherein  letter  and  spirit  the  aaaw 

channel  run. 
And  man  has  not  aevered  what  God 

has  made  one  I 

For  a  sense  of  the  Goodness  revealed 

everywhere. 
As  sunshine  impartial,  and  free  as  the 

air: 
For  a  trust  in  humanity.  Heathen  or 

Jew, 
And  a  hope  for  all  darkness  The  Li^ 

shineth  through. 

Who  scoflb  at  our  birthright?— the 
words  of  the  seers. 

And  the  songs  of  the  bards  in  the  twi- 
light of  years, 

All  the  foregleams  of  wisdom  in  san- 
ton  and  sage. 

In  propliet  and  priest,  are  our  true 
heritage. 

The  Word  which  the  reason  of  Plato 

discerned  ; 
The  truth,  as  whose  symbol  the  Mitbn< 

fire  burned ; 
The  soul  of  the  world  which  the  Stoic 

but  guessed. 
In  the  Light   Universal  the    Quaker 

confessed  1 

No  honors  of  war  to  our  worthies  be- 
long ; 

Their  plam  stem  of  life  never  flowered 
mto  song ; 

But  the  fountains  they  opened  still 
gush  by  the  way, 

And  the  world  for  their  healing  is  bet- 
ter to-day. 

He  who  lies  where  the  minster's 
groined  arches  curve  down 

To  the  tomb-crowded  transept  of  Eng- 
land's renown^ 

The  glorious  essayist,  by  genius  en- 
throned. 

Whose  pen  as  a  sceptre  the  Mtises  all 
owned,  — 

Who  through   the  worid's   jpantheon 

walked  in  his  pride. 
Setting  new  statnes  up^  thrusting  oU 

9nes  aside. 
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And  in  fiction  the  pencils  of  history 

dipped, 
To  gild  o'er  or  blacken  eadi  saint  in 

his  crypt,— 

How  vainly  be  labored  to  suUy  with 

blame 
The  white  bust  of  Penn,  in  the  niche 

of  his  fame  I 
Self-will  is  self-wounding,    perversity 

blind : 
On  himself  fell  the  stain  for  the  Quaker 

designed  1 

For  the  sake  of  bis  true-hearted  &tber 

before  him ; 
For  the  sake  of  the  dear  Quaker  mother 

that  bore  him ; 
For  the  sake  of  his  ^fts,  and  the  works 

that  outlive  him, 
And  his  brave  words  for  freedom,  we 

freely  forgive  him  ! 

\  here  are  those  who  take  note  that  our 

numbers  are  small,  — 
New  Gibbons  who  write  our  decline 

and  our  fall ; 
liut  the  Lord  of  the  seed-field  takes 

care  of  his  own, 
And  the  world  shall  yet  reap  what  our 

sowers  have  sown. 

rhe  last  of  the  sect  to  his  fiithers  may 

go. 
Leaving  only  his  coat  for  some  Bar- 

num  to  show ; 
But  the  truth  will  outlive  him,  and 

broaden  with  years. 
Till  the  false  dies  away,  and  the  wrong 

disappears. 

Nothing  fails  of  its  end.    Out  of  sight 

smks  the  stone. 
In  the  deep  sea  of  time,  but  the  circles 

sweep  on, 
Till  the  low-rippled  murmurs  along  the 

shores  run, 
And  the  dark  and  dead  waters  leap 

glad  in  the  sun. 

Meanwhile  shall  we  learn,  in  our  ease, 
to  forget 

To  the  martyrs  of  Trath  and  ot  Free- 
dom our  debt  1  — 


Hide  their  woids  out  of  sight,  like  the 

garb  that  they  wore. 
And  rar  Barclay's  Apology  offer  one 

more? 

Shall  we  fiiwn  round  the  priestcraft 

that  glutted  the  shears, 
And  festooned  the    stocks  with   our 

grandfathers'  ears?  — 
Talk  of  Woolman's  unsoundness  ?  — * 

count  Penn  heterodox  ? 
And  take  Cotton  Mather  in  place  of 

George  Fox  ?  — 

Make  our  preachers  war-chaplains  ?  — 

quote  Scripture  to  take 
The  hunted  slave  back,  for  Onesimus' 

sake?  — 
Go  to  burning  church  -  candles,  and 

chanting  in  choir^ 
And  on   the  old  meeting-house  stick 

up  a  spire  ? 

No  I  the  old  paths  we'll  keep  until 

better  are  shown. 
Credit  good  where  we  find  it,  abroad 

or  our  own ; 
And  while  "  Lo  here  "  and  "  Lo  there  " 

the  muhitude  call, 
Be  true  to  ourselves,  and  do  justice  to 

all. 

The  good  round  about  us  we  need  not 

refuse, 
Nor  talk  of  our  Zion  as  if  we  were 

Jews; 
But  wny  shirk  the  badge  which  our 

fathers  have  worn. 
Or  beg  the  world's  pardon  for  having 

l>een  bom  ? 

We  need  not  pray  over  the  Pharisee*s 
prayer, 

Nor  claim  that  our  wisdom  is  Benja- 
min's share. 

Truth  to  us  and  to  others  Is  equal  and 
one  : 

Shall  we  bottle  the  firee  air,  or  hoard  up 
the  sun  ? 

Well  know  we  our  birthright  may  serve 

but  to  show 
How  the   meanest  of  weeds  in   th# 

richest  soil  grow ; 
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But  we  need  not  disparage  the  good 

which  we  hold  : 
Though  the  vessels  be  earthen,  the 

treasure  i&  gold  1 

Enough  and  too  much  of  the  sect  and 

the  name. 
What  matters  our  label,  so  truth  be 

our  aim  ? 
The  creed  may  be  wrong,  but  the  life 

may  be  true, 
And  hearts  beat  ihe  same  under  diab 

coats  or  blue. 

So  the  man  be  a  man,  let  him  worship, 

at  will, 
In  Jerusalem's  courts,  or  on  Gerizim's 

hill. 
When  she  makes  up  her  jewels,  what 

cares  yon  good  town 
For  the    Baptiht    of   Wavlamo,   the 

Quaker  of  Bkown  ? 

And  this  K^cen,  favored  island,  so  fresh 

and  sea-blown, 
When  she  counts  up  the  worthies  her 

annals  have  known. 
Never  waits  for  the  pitiful  gangers  of 

sect 
To  measure  her  love,  and  mete  out  her 

respect. 

Three  shades  at  this  moment    seem 

walkine  her  strand. 
Each    with   head    halo-crowned,   and 

with  palms  in  his  hand,  — 
Wise   Berkeley,  grave   Hopkims  and, 

smilin{(  serene 
On  prelate  and  puritan,  Channing  is 

seen. 

One  holy  name  bearing,  no  longer  they 

need 
Credentials  of  party,  and  pass-words  of 

creed  : 
The  new  song  they  ting  hath  a  ^hree- 

fold  accord, 
And  they  own  one  baptiatn,  one  ^aiih, 

and  one  Lord  I 

But  the  golden  tiands  run  out :  occa 

sions  like  thes-* 
Glide  swift  inM  sli^cv,  I'ke  Mils  oi 

the  seas* 


While  we  sport  with  the 

pebbles  ashore. 
They  lessen  and  £u)e,  and 


aa^ 

see  them 


no  moic. 


Forgive  me,  dear  friends,if  ray  vagnat 

thoughts  seem 
Like  a   school -boy's   who    idles  and 

plays  with  his  theme. 
Foigive    the  'light     ineasare    whose 

changes  display 
The  sunshine  and  rain  of  our  brief 

April  day. 

There  are  moments  in  life  when  the  lip 

and  the  eye 
Try  the  question  of  whedier  to  smile 

or  to  cry ; 
And  scenes  and  reunions  that  prompt 

like  our  own 
The  tender  in  feeling,  the  playfiil  in  tone. 

I.  who  never  sat  down  with  the  boys 
and  the  girls 

At  the  feet  of  your  Slocuma,  and  Cart- 
lands,  and  Earles,  — 

By  courtesy  only  permitted  to  lay 

On  your  festival's  altar  my  poor  gift, 
tn-day,  — 

I  would  joy  in  your  yof :  let  roe  have  a 

friend's  part 
In  the  warmtn  of  your  welcome   of 

hand  and  of  heart,  — 
On  your  play-ground  of  boyhood  vxf 

bend  the  brow's  care. 
And  shift  the  old  burdens  our  shoulders 

must  bear. 

Long  live  the  good  School  I  giving  out 
year  by  year 

Recruits  to  true  manhood  and  woman- 
hood dear : 

Brave  boys,  modest  maidens,  in  beauity 
sent  forth. 

The  living  epistles  and  proof  of  its 
worth  I 

In  and  out  let  the  yoni^  life  as  steadih 

flow 
As  in  broad  Narn^nsett  the   tides 

come  and  ^o ; 
And  its  sons  and  its  daughters  in  prairie 

and  to«-n 
lie^»e.ibei  Vs  ho^or,  a»»d  guaid  its  re- 

noi^'i. 
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Not  yai-nlv  the  |pfc  or  h^  founder  was 

maae  ; 
Not  pniyerless  the  stooes  of  its  corner 

were  laU : 
Tlie  blessing  of  Him  whom   in  secret 

they  sought; 
Has  owned  the  good  work  which  the 

^hers  have  wxoughL 


To  Him  be  the  glory  forever  I  — We 

bear 
To  the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  our  wheat 

with  the  tare. 
What  we  lack  in  our  work  may  He  find 

in  our  will, 
And  winnow  in  mercy  our  good  from 

the  ill ! 


BROWN  OF  OSSAWATOMIE. 

foHN  Browtt  op  Ossawatomib  spake  on  his  dying  day : 
**  I  will  not  have  to  shrive  my  soul  a  priest  in  Slavery's  pay. 
But  let  some  poor  slave-mother  whom  I  have  striven  to  free. 
With  her  children,  from  the  gallows-stair  put  up  a  prayer  for  me  1  ** 

John  Brown  of  Ossawatoroie,  they  led  him  out  to  die ; 

And  lo  !  a  poor  slave-mother  with  her  little  child  pressed  nigh. 

Then  the  bold,  blue  eye  grew  tender,  and  the  old  harsh  face  grew  mild. 

As  he  stooped  between  the  jeering  ranks  and  kissed  the  negro's  child  I 

The  shadows  of  hts  stormy  life  that  moment  fell  apart ; 
And  they  who  blamed  the  bloody  hand  forgave  the  loving  heart. 
That  kiss  from  all  its  guilty  means  redeemed  the  good  intent, 
And  round  the  grisly  fighter's  hair  the  martyr's  aureole  bent  I 

Perish  with  him  the  folly  that  seeks  through  evil  good  ! 
Long  live  the  generous  purpose  unstained  with  human  blood  I  ^ 
Not  the  raid  of  midnight  terror,  but  the  thought  which  underlies  . 
Not  the  borderer's  pride  of  danng,  but  the  Christian's  sacrifice. 

Nevermore  mav  yon  Blue  Ridges  the  Northern  rifle  hear, 
Nor  see  the  light  of  blazing  homes  flash  on  the  negro's  spear. 
But  let  the  free^win^ed  angel  Truth  their  guarded  passes  scale. 
To  teach  tliat  right  is  more  than  might,  and  justice  more  than  nud  i 

So  vainlv  shall  Virginia  set  her  battle  in  arra^  : 
In  vain  ner  tramplmg  squadrons  knead  the  wmter  snow  with  clay. 
She  may  strike  the  pouncing  eagle,  but  she  dares  not  harm  the  dove ; 
And  every  gate  she  bars  to  Hate  sliall  open  wide  to  I^ve  1 


FROM  PERUGIA. 

**  The  thing  which  hu  the  most  dinev- 
ered  the  people  frora  the  Pope,  —  the  wn- 
f^rffirable  thing,  —  the  breaking  point  be- 
tween him  ana  them,  —  hni  been  the  en- 
eouragement  and  promotion  he  gave  to  the 
ofleer  under  whom  were  executed  the 
•lauffhtera  of  Perugia.  That  made  the 
brcaaing  point  in  many  hone«t  hearts  that 
hod  clung  to  him  before."  —  Harriet  Beech- 
er  Stowe*$  **  Letten/rom  Italy." 

The  tallj  sallow  guardsmen  their  horse- 
tails have  spread. 

Flaming  out  in  their  violet,  yellow,  -and 
red: 


And  behind  go  the  lacke3r&  in  crimson 
and  buff, 

Aud  the  chamberlains  gor^^ous  in  vel- 
vet and  ruff; 

Next,  in  red-legged  pomp,  come  the 
cardinals  torth. 

Each  a  lord  of  the  church  and  a  prince 
of  the  earth. 


What  *s  this  squeak  of  th^  flfe,  and  this 

batter  ot  drum  ? 
Lo !  the  Swiss  of  the  Chi.fch  from  P«' 

rugia  come,  — 
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The  miliUnt  angelt,  whose  sabres  drive 

home 
To    the    hearts    of  the    malcontents, 

cumcd  and  abhorred. 
The  good  Feather's  miasives,  and*'Tha8 

saith  the  Lord  !  " 
And  lend  to  his  logic  the  point  of  the 

sword  ! 

O  mnids  of  Kiniria,  Razing  forlorn 
O'er  diuk    'rhranynicnuH,   dishevelled 

and  torn  I 
U  fatl)cr«,  who  pluck  at  your  gray  beards 

for  dhanie  I 
V  niothrrs,   struck    dumb  hy   a   woe 

without  name  I 
IV cH  yr  know  how  the  Huly  Church 

hirclinK  behaves. 
And  hi^i  tenclcr  couipas&ion  ot  prisons 

and  graves! 

Tliere  they  stand,  the  hired  stabbers, 

the  l>Io<Ml^tains  yet  fresh. 
'I'hat  npl.iHhrd  like  red  wine  from  the 

vinlii^e  of  flenh,  — 
(irim  iuMniments,  careless  as  pincers 

and  rack 
How   thr  joints  tear  apart,   and  the 

Htrainrd  sine^H  crack  ; 
But  the  hale  thai   glaren  on  them  is 

sh.irf)  an  their  swords, 
And  the  Hn(;rr  and  the  .hcowI  print  the 

air  with  fierce  words  I 

Off  with  hats,  down  with  knees,  shout 
your  vivas  like  mad  ! 

Here  \  the  Poi>e  in  his  holiday  right- 
eonsncns  clad, 

From  shorn  crown  to  toe-nail,  kiss-worn 
to  the  c^uick, 

Of  sainthood  in  purple  the  pattern  and 
pick, 

Who  I  he  rMe  of  the  priest  and  the  sol- 
dier unites, 

And,  praying  like  Aaron,  Hke  Joshua 

fights  r 

Is  this   Pio  Nono    the   gracious,   for 

whom 
We  sang  our  hosannas  and  lighted  all 

Kome : 
With  whose  advent  we  dreamed  the 

new  era  began 


When  the  priest  dioold  be  bumui,  die 

monk  be  a  man  ? 
Ah,  the  wolf  *s  with  the  sheep^  and  the 

fox  with  the  fowl. 
When  freedom  we  trust  to  the  cnnier 

and  cowl  I 

Stand  aside,  men  of  Rome !    Here  *s  a 

hangmaii-Caced  Swiss  — 
(A  blessing  for  him  surely  can't  go 

amiss)  — 
Would  kned  down  tbe  sanctified  slq>- 

per  to  kiss. 
Short  shrift  ytnW  suffice  him,  — he 's  blest 

beyond  doubt ; 
But  there 's  blood  on  his  hands  whidi 

would  scarcely  wash  out. 
Though  Peter  himself  held  the  bapttS' 

mal  q>out  t 

Make   way   for   the    next !     Here  *s 

another  sweet  son  1 
What's  this  mastiff-jawed   rascal   in 

epaulets  done? 
He  did,  whispers  rumor,  (its  tnith  God 

foibid  ! ) 
At  Perugia  what  Herod  at  Bethlehem 

did. 
And  the  mothers  ?  —  Don*t  name  them  I 

—  these  humors  of  war 
They  who  keej)  him  in  servioe  mint« 

pardon  him  for. 

Hist  I  here  's  the  arch-knave  in  a  car« 
dinal's  hat. 

With  the  heart  of  a  wolf,  and  the  stealth 
of  a  cat 

(As  if  Judas  and  Herod  together  were 
rolled), 

Who  keeps,  all  as  one,  the  Pope's  con- 
science and  gold. 

Mounts  guard  on  the  altar,  and  pilfer& 
from  thence. 

And  flatters  St.  Peter  while  stealing 
his  pence  1 

Who  doubts  Antonelli?  Have  mira- 
cles ceased 

When  robbers  say  mass,  and  Barabbas 
is  priest  ? 

When  the  Church  eats  and  drinks,  at 
its  mystical  board. 

The  true  flesh  and  blood  carved  and 
shed  by  its  sword. 
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When  its  martyr,  unsinged,  claps  the 

crown  on  his  head, 
And  roasts,  as  his  proxy,  his  neighbor 

instead  I 

There !    the  bells  iow  and  jangle  the 

same  blessea  way 
lltat    they  did  when    they   rang    for 

Bartholomew's  day. 
H«rk  I  the  tallow-faced  monsters,  nor 

women  nor  boys, 
Vex  the  air  with  a  shrill,  sexless  horror 

of  noise. 
TV   Deum   laudannts  !  —  All    round 

without  stint 
The  incense -pot  swings  with  a  taint  of 

blood  tn't! 

And  now  for  the  blessing !    Of  little 

account. 
You  know,  is  the  old  one  they  heard 

on  the  Mount. 
Its  giver  was  landless,  his  raiment  was 

poor. 
No  jewelled  tiara  his  fishermen  wore  ; 
No  incense,  no  lackeys,  no  riches,  no 

home. 
No  Swiss  guards !  —  We  order  things 

better  at  Rome. 

So  bless  us  the  strong  hand,  and  curse 

us  the  weak ; 
Let  Austria's  vulture  have  food  for  her 

beak: 
Let  the  wolf- whelp    of  Naples   play 

Bomba  again, 
With  his    death-cap    of  silence,   and 

hatter,  and  chain ; 
(Hit    reason,    and   justice,    and    truth 

under  ban  ; 
For  the  sin  unforgiven  is  freedom  for 

man  I 


FOR  AN  AUTUMN  FESTIVAL. 

The  Persian's  flowery  gifts,  the  shrine 
Of  fruitful  Ceres,  charm  no  more  ; 

^e  woven  wreaths  of  oak  and  pine 
Are  dust  along  the  Isthmian  shore. 

but  beauty  hath  its  homaee  still. 
And  nature  holds  us  stiU  in  debt :  ^ 

And  woman's  grace  and  household  skill. 
And  manhood's  toil,  are  honored  yet. 


And  we,  to-day,  amidst  our  flowers 
And  fruits,  have  come  to  own  again 

The  blessings  of  the  summer  hours, 
The  early  and  the  latter  rain  ; 

To  see  our  Father's  hand  once  more 
Reverse  for  us  the  plenteous  horn 

Of  autumn,  filled  and  running  o'er 
With  fruit,  and  flower,  and  golden 
com  I 

Once  more  the  liberal  year  laughs  out 
O'er  richer  stores  than  gems  or  gold ; 

Once  more  with  harvest-song  and  shout 
Is  Nature's  bloodless  triumph  told. 

Our  common  mother  rests  and  sings. 
Like    Ruth,    among    her    garnered 
sheaves ; 

Her  lap  is  full  of  goodly  things, 
Her  brow   is   bright  with    autumo 

O  favors  every  year  made  new  I 

O  gifts  with  rain  and  sunshine  sent ! 

The  bounty  overruns  our  due. 
The  fulness  shames  our  discontent. 

We  shut  our  eyes,  the  flowers  bloom  on ; 

We  murmur,  but  the  corn-ears  fill ; 
We  choose  the  shadow,  but  the  sun 

That  casts  it  shines  behind  us  still. 

God  gives  us  with  our  ru^ed  soil 
The  power  to  make  it  Eden-fair, 

And  richer  fruits  to  crown  our  toil 
Than  summer-wedded  islands  bear. 

Who  murmurs  at  his  lot  to-day  ? 

Whoscomshis  native  fruit  and  bloom? 
Or  sighs  for  dainties  far  away. 

Beside  the  bounteous  board  of  home  ? 

Thank  Heaven,  instead,  that  Freedom's 
arm 

Can  change  a  rocky  soij  to  gold,  — 
That  brave  and  generous  lives  can  warm 

A  clime  with  northern  ices  cold. 

And  let    these    altars,  wreathed  with 
flowers 

And  piled  with  fruits,  awake  again 
Thanksgivings  for  the  golden  hours, 

The  early  and  the  latter  rain  I 
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TO 

SAMUEL  £.   SEWALL 

AMD 

HARRIET  W.   SEWALL, 

OF  MBLKOSB. 


Olor  Iscakus  queries :  "Why  shoald 

Vex  at  the  land's  ridiculous  misener" 

So  on  his  Usk  banks,  in  the  blood-red  dawn 

Of  England's  civil  strife,  did  careless  Vaughan 

Bemock  his  times.    O  friends  of  many  years  I 

Though  faiih  and  trust  are  stronger  than  our  fean, 

And  the  signs  promise  peace  with  liberty. 

Not  thus  we  trifle  with  our  country's  tears 

And  sweat  of  agony.    The  future's  gain 

Is  certain  as  God's  tnith ;  but  meanwhile,  pain 

Is  bitter  and  tears  are  salt :  our  voices  Uke 

A  sober  tone  :  our  very  household  songs 

Are  heavy  with  a  nation's  griefe  and  wrongs; 

And  innocent  mirth  is  chastened  for  the  saike 

Of  the  brave  hearts  that  nevermorj  shall  beat. 

The  eyes  that  smile  no  more,  the  unretuming  feet  f 
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THY  WILL  BE  DONE. 

Wb  see  not,  know  not :  all  our  way 
Is  night,  —  with  Thee  alone  is  daiy: 
From  out  the  torrent's  troubled  drift. 
Above  the  storm  our  prayers  we  lift. 
Thy  will  be  done  t 

The  flesh  may  fail,  the  heart  ma^  faint, 
But  who  are  we  to  make  complaint. 
Or  dale  to  plead,  in  times  like  these. 
The  weakness  ot  our  love  of  ease  ? 
Thy  will  be  done  ! 

We  take  with  solemn  thankfulness 
Our  burden  up,  nor  ask  it  less, 
And  count  it  joy  that  even  we 
May  suffer,  serve,  or  wail  for  Thee, 
Whose  will  be  done  I 

Though  dim  as  yet  in  tint  and  line, 
We  trace  Thy  picture's  wise  design. 
And  thank  Thee  that  our  age  supplies 
Its  dark  relief  of  sacrifice. 
Thy  will  be  done  I 

And  if,  in  our  unworthiness, 
Thv  sacrificial  wffte  we  press : 
If  from  Thy  ordeal's  heated  bars 
Our  feet  are  seamed  with  crimson  scars, 
Thy  will  be  done  ! 

If,  1^  the  age  to  come,  this  hour 
Of  trial  hath  vicarious  power. 
And,  blest  by  Thee,  our  present  pain. 
Be  I  .iberty's  eternal  gain. 
Thy  will  be  done  I 

Strike,  Thou  the  Master,  we  Thy  keys, 
The  anthem  of  the  destinies  ! 
The  minor  of  Thy  loftier  strain. 
Our  hearts  shall  breathe  the  old  refrain. 
Thy  will  be  done  I 


A  WORD  FOR  THE  HOUR. 

The  firmament  breaks  up.  In  black 
eclipse 

Light  after  light  goes  out.  One  evil 
star, 

Luridly  glaring  through  the  smoke  of 
war. 

As  in  the  dream  of  the  Apocalypse, 

Drags  others  down.  Let  us  not  weakly 
weep 

Nor  rashly  threaten.  Give  us  grace  to 
keep 

Our  faith  and  patience;  wherefore 
should  we  leap 

On  one  hand  into  fratricidal  fight, 

Or,  on  the  other,  yield  eternal  right. 

Frame  lies  of  law,  and  good  and  ill  con- 
found ? 

What  fear  we  ?  Safe  on  freedom's  van- 
tage-ground 

Our  feet  are  planted :  let  us  there  remain 

In  unrevengeful  calm,  no  means  un- 
tried 

Which  truth  can  sanction,  no  just  claim 
denied. 

The  sad  spectators  of  a  suicide  I 

They  break  the  links  of  Union :  shall 
we  light 

The  fires  c»f  hell  to  weld  anew  the  chain 

On  that  red  anvil  where  each  blow  is 
pain? 

Draw  we  not  even  now  a  freer  breath, 

As  from  our  shoulders  falls  a  load  of 
death 

Loathsome  as  that  the  Tuscan's  victim 
bore 

When  keen  with  lifis  to  a  dead  horror 
bound  ? 

Why  take  we  up  the  accursed  thing 
again? 
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Pity,  forgive,  bat  ui]ge  them  back  no 
more 

Who,  drunk  with  passion,  flaunt  dis- 
union's rag 

With  its  vile  reptile-blaton.  Let  us 
press 

The  golden  duster  on  our  brave  old 

In  closer  union,  and,  if  numbering  less. 
Brighter  shall  shine  the  stars  which  still 
remain. 
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(luther's  hymn.) 


Wb  wait  beneath  the  furnace-blast 

The  pangs  of  transformation  ; 
Not  painlessly  doth  God  recast 
And  mould  anew  the  nation. 
Hot  burns  the  fire 
Where  wrongs  expire ; 
Nor  spares  the  hand 
That  from  the  land 
Uproots  the  ancient  evil. 

The  hand-breadth  cloud  the  sages  feared 

Its  bloody  rain  is  dropping  : 
The  poison  plant  the  fathers  spared 
All  else  is  overtopping. 
East,  West,  South,  North, 
It  curses  the  earth  ; 
All  justice  dies. 
Ana  fraud  and  lies 
Live  only  in  its  shadow. 


What  gives  the  wheat-field  blades 
steel? 
What  points  the  rebel  cannon  ? 
What  sets  the  roaring  rabble's  heel 
On  the  old  star-spangled  pennon  ? 
What  breaks  tne  oath 
Of  the  men  o'  the  South? 
What  whets  the  knife 
For  the  Union's  life  ?  — 
Hark  to  the  answer :  Slavery  I 

Then  waste  no  blows  on  lesser  foes 
In  strife  unworthy  freemen. 
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God  lifts  to-day  the  veil,  and  shows 
The  features  of  the  demon  1 

O  North  and  South, 

Its  victims  both. 

Can  ye  not  cry, 

"  Let  slavery  die  !  " 
And  union  find  in  fineedom  ? 

What  though  the  cast-out  spirit  tear 

The  nation  in  his  going  ? 
We  who  have  shared  the  guilt  niurt 
share 
The  pang  of  his  o'erthrowing  I 
Whate  er  the  loss, 
Whate'er  the  cross. 
Shall  they  complain 
Of  present  pain 
Who  trust  in  God's  hereafter  ? 

For  who  that  leans  on  His  right  arm 

Was  ever  yet  forsaken  ' 
What  rig[hteous  cause  can  suffisr  harm 
If  He  Its  part  has  taken  ? 
Though  wild  and  loud 
And  dark  the  cloud, 
Behind  its  folds 
His  hand  upholds 
The  calm  sky  of  to-morrow  I 

Above  the  maddening  cry  for  blood. 

Above  the  wild  war-drumming, 
Let  Freedom's  voice  be  hearoV  wi^ 
good 
The  evil  overcoming. 
Give  prayer  and  purse 
To  stay  tne  Curse 
Whose  wrong  we  share. 
Whose  shame  we  bear. 
Whose  end  shall  gladden  Heaven  I 

In  vain  the  bells  of  war  shall  ring 

Of  triumphs  and  revenges. 
While  still  is  spared  the  evil  thing 
That  severs  and  estranges. 
But  blest  the  ear 
That  vet  shall  hear 
The  jubilant  bell 
Hiat  rings-  the  knell 
Of  Slavery  forever  I 

Then  let  the  selfish  Hp  be  diuib. 
And  hushed  the  breath  of  sighing.' 

Before  the  joy  of  peace  roust  come 
The  pains  of  purifying. 


THE   WATCHERS. 
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God  gjye  as  gnc« 
Each  in  his  place 
To  bear  his  lot. 
And,  murnittring  not, 
l^ndure  and  wait  and  labor  I 


TO  JOHN  C.  FREMONT. 

Cht  error,  Fremont,  simply  was  to  act 

A  brave  man's  part,  without  the  states- 
man's tact. 

And,  taking  counsel  but  of  common 
sense. 

To  strike  at  cause  as  well  as  conse- 
quence. 

O,  never  yet  since  Roland  wound  his 
horn 

At  Roncesvalles,  has  a  blast  been  blown 

Far-heard,  wide-echoed,  startling  as 
thine  own. 

Heard  from  the  van  of  freedom's  hope 
forlorn  ! 

Ithadbeen  safer,  doubtless,  forthetime. 

To  flatter  treason,  and  avoid  offence 

To  that  Dark  Power  whose  underlying 
crime 

fleaves  upward  its  perpetual  turbu- 
lence. 

But  if  thine  be  the  fate  of  all  who  break 

The  ground  for  truth's  seed,  or  forerun 
their  years 

Till  lost  in  cUstance,  or  with  stout  hearts 
make 

A  lane  for  freedom  through  the  level 
spears, 

Still  taice  thon  courage  I  God  has 
spoken  through  tnee. 

Irrevocable,  the  mighty  words,  Be  free  I 

The  land  shakes  with  them,  and  the 
slave's  dull  ear 

Turns  from  the  rice-swamp  stealthily  to 
hear. 

Who  would  recall  them  now  must  first 
arrest 

The  winds  that  blow  down  from  the  free 
Northwest, 

RuiHing  the  Gulf;  or  like  a  scroll  roll 
back 

The  Mississippi  to  its  upper  springs. 

Such  words  fulfil  their  prophecy,  and 
lack 

But  the  full  time  to  harden  into  things. 
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THE  WATCHERS. 

Bbsidb  a  stricken  field  I  stood  ; 
On  the  torn  turf,  on  grass  and  wood* 
Hung  heavily  the  dew  of  blood. 

Still  in  their  firesh  mounds  lay  the  slain, 
But  all  the  air  was  ouick  witn  pain 
And  gusty  sighs  and  teJUful  ram. 

Two  angels,  each  with  drooping  head 
And  folded  wings  and  noiseless  tread. 
Watched  by  tuat  valley  of  the  dead. 

The  one,  with  forehead  saintly  bland 
And  lips  of  blessing,  not  command. 
Leaned,  weeping,  on  her  olive  wand. 

The  other's  brows  were  scarred  and 

knit. 
His  restless  eyes  were  watch-fires  lit, 
His  hands  for  battle-gauntlets  fit 

"How  long!" — I  knew  the  voice  of 

Peace,  — 
"  Is  there  no  respite? — no  release?  — 
When  shall  the  hopeless  quarrel  cease  ? 

"  O  Lord,  how  long  !  —  One  human 

soul 
Is  more  than  any  parchment  scroll. 
Or  any  flag  thy  winds  unroll. 

"What  price  was   Ellsworth's,  young 

and  brave  ? 
How  weigh  the  gift  that  Lyon  gave, 
Or  count  the  cost  of  Winthrop's  grave? 

"O  brother!  if  thine  eye  can  see, 
I'ell  how  and  when  the  end  shall  be, 
What  hope  remains  for  thee  and  me." 

Then  Freedom  sternly  said :  "  I  shun 
No  strife  nor  pang  beneath  the  sun, 
When  human  rights  are  staked  and  won. 

"I  knelt  with  Ziska's  hunted  flock, 
I  watched  in  Toussaint's  cell  of  rock, 
I  walked  with  Sidney  to  the  block. 

"  The  moor  of  Marston  felt  my  tread, 
Through  Jersey  snows  the  march  I  led, 
My  voice  Magenta's  charges  sped. 
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"But    nov,  ttarmg^  weary  day  and 

night, 
I  watch  a  vague  aod  aimless  fi^ht 
For  leave  to  strike  one  blow  anghL 

*'  Or  either  side  my  foe  they  own : 
One  guards  through  love  nis  ghastly 

throne. 
And  one  through   fear  to   reverence 

grown. 

"Why  wait  we  longer,  mocked,  be- 
trayed. 
By  open  foes,  or  those  afraid 
To  speed  thy  coming  through  my  aid? 

"  Why  watch  to  see  who  win  or  £dl  ?  — 

I  shake  the  dust  against  them  all, 

I  leave  them  to  their  senseless  brawL" 

"Nay,"  Peace  im|riored:  "yet  longer 

wait : 
The  doom  is  near,  the  stake  is  great : 
God  knoweth  if  it  be  too  late. 

"  Still  wait  and  watch ;  the  way  prepare 
Where  I  with  folded  wings  of  prayer 
May  follow,  weaponless  and  bare." 

"Too  late!"  the  stem,  sad  voice  re- 

f>Hed, 
ate  I  "  its  mournful  echo  sighed. 
In  low  lament  the  answer  died. 

A  rustling  as  of  wines  in  flij^ht. 

An  upward  gleam  oflessening  white. 

So  passed  the  vision,  sound  and  sight 

But  round  me,  like  a  silver  bell 
Rung  down  the  listeninj^  sky  to  tell 
Of  hoiy  help,  a  sweet  voice  fell. 

"Still  hope  and  trust,"  it  sang:  "the 

rod 
Must  fall,  the  wine-press  must  be  trod. 
But  all  U  possible  with  God  I " 


Well  knowioc  that  the  fettered  aim 
Left  friendly  Tips  no  option  save 
To  pity  or  to  blame  ua. 

You  scoffed  our  plea.     "  Mere  lack  ol 
will. 

Not  lack  of  power,"  you  told  us : 
We  showed  our  free-state  records;  still 
You  mocked,  ooofounding  Koodand  ill. 

Slave-haters  and  slaveholders. 

We  struck  at  Slavery ;  to  the  veiige 
Of  power  and  means  we  checkra  it ; 

Lo  1  —  presto,  change  !  its  daims  yo^ 
uiige. 

Send  greetingB  to  it  o*cr  the  saige. 
Ana  comfort  and  protect  it 

But  yesterday  jrou  scarce  could  shak^ 

In  slave-abhorring  rigor, 
Our  Northern  palms  for  consdeno^ 

sake : 
To- 

Witl 


-day  you  clasp  the  hands  that  ache 
Vith  "  walloping  the  nigger  1 "  n 


TO  ENGLISHMEN. 

Yot7  flung  your  taunt  across  the  wave; 
We  bore  it  as  became  us* 


O  Enf^lishmen  I  —  in  hope  and  creed. 
In  blood  and  tongue  our  brothers ! 
We  too  are  heirs  of  Runnymede  : 
And  Shakespeare*s  feme  and  CnMB' 
well*s  deed 
Are  not  alone  our  mother's. 

"  Thicker  than  water,"  in  one  rill 

Through  centuries  of  story 
Our  Saxon  blood  has  flowed,  and  stiO 
We  share  with  you  its  good  and  ill. 

The  shadow  and  the  glory. 

Joint  hein  and  kinfolk,  leagues  of  wave 

Nor  length  of  years  can  part  us  : 
Your  right  is  ours  to  shrine  and  grave, 
The  common  freehold  of  the  brave. 
The  gift  of  saints  and  martjrr^ 

Our  very  sins  and  follies  teach 

Our  kindred  frail  and  human  : 
We  carp  at  faults  with  bitter  speech, 
The  while  for  one  unshared  by  e«ch, 
We  have  a  score  in  common. 

We  bowed  the  heart,  if  not  the  knee, 
To  England's  Queen.  God  blesfc  heii 
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We  pnii«ed  you  when  your  slaves  went 

free : 
We  seek  to  unchaia  outs.    Will  ve 
Join  hands  with  the  oppressor? 

And  is  it  Christian  England  cheers 

The  bruiser,  not  the  »ru*s^d  ? 
And  must  she  run,  despite  the  tears 
And  prayers  of  eighteen  hundred  years, 
A  muck  in  Slavery's  crusade  ? 

O  black  di^;race  I  O  shame  and  loss 
Too  deep  for  tongue  to  phrase  on/ 
Tear  from  your  flag  its  holy  cross, 
And  in  your  van  o?  battle  tuss 
The  pirate's  skuU-bone  blazon  ! 


ASTRiEA  AT  THE  CAPITOL. 

ABOLITION  OP  SLAVERY    IN   THE  DIS- 
TRICT OF  COLUMBIA,  1862. 

When  first  I  saw  our  banner  wave 
Above  the  nation's  council- hall, 
I  heard  beneath  its  marble  wall 

Tke  clanking  fetters  of  the  slave  ! 

In  the  foul  market-place  I  stood, 
And  saw  the  Christian  mother  sold. 
And  childhood  with  its  locks  of  gold, 

Blue^eyed  and  fair  with  Saxon  blood. 

I  shut  my  eyes,  I  held  my  breath, 
And,   smothering    down    the  WTath 

and  shame 
That  set  my  Northern  blood  aflame. 
Stood  silent,  —  where  to    speak  was 
death. 

Beside  me  gloomed  the  prison -cell 
Where  wasted  one  in  slow  decline 
For  uttering  simple  words  of  mine, 

And  loving  freedom  all  too  well. 

The  flag  that  floated  from  the  dome  ^ 
Flapped  menace  in  the  morning  air; 
I  stood  a  perilled  stranger  where 

The  human  broker  made  his  home. 

Yat  crime  was  virtue :  Gown  and  Sword 
And  Law  their  threefold   sanction 
gave, 


And  to  the  quarry  of  the  slave 
Went  hawking  w^ith  our  symbol-bird. 

On  the  oppressor's  side  was  power  ; 
And  yet  1  knew  that  every  w^rong. 
However  old,  however  strong, 

But  waited  God's  avenging  hour. 

I  knew  that  truth  would  crush  the  lie,—' 
Somehow,  some  time,  the  end  would 

be  : 
Yet  scarcely  dared  I  hope  to  see 

The  triumph  with  my  mortal  eye. 

But  now  I  see  it !    In  the  sun 
A  free  flag  floats  from  yonder  dome. 
And  at  the  nation's  hearth  and  home 

The  justice  long  delayed  is  done. 

Not  as  we  hoped,  in  calm  of  prayer. 
The  message  of  deliverance  comes. 
But  heralded  bv  roll  of  drums 

On  waves  of  battle- troubled  air !  — 

Midst  sounds  that  madden  and  appall. 
The  song  that    Bethlehem's  snep- 

herds  knew  I 
The  harp  of  David  melting  through 

The  demon-agonies  of  Saul ! 

Not  as  we  hoped  :  —  but  what  are  we  ? 
Above  our  proken  dreams  and  plans 
God  lays  with  wiser  hand  than  man's, 

The  corner-stones  of  liberty. 

I  cavil  not  with  Him  :  the  voice 
That  freedom's  blcKsed  gospel  tells 
Is  sweet  to  me  as  silver  bells, 

Rejoicing  I  —  yea,  I  will  rejoice  I 

Dear  friends  still  toiling  in  the  sun,  — 
Ye  dearer  ones  who,  gone  before, 
Are  watching  from  the  eternal  shore 

The  slow  work  by  your  hands  begun, — 

Rejoice  with  me  !  The  chastening  rod 
Blossoms  with  love  ;  the  furnace  heat 
Grows  cool  beneath  His  blessed  feet 

Whose  form  is  as  the  Son  of  God  ! 

Rejoice  !    Our  Marah's  bitter  springs 
Are  sweetened  :  on  our  ground  of  griel 
Rise  day  b^  dav  in  stronj^  relief 

The  propnecies  of  better  things. 
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Rejoice  in  ho^  \    The  day  and  night 
Are  one  with  God,  and  one  with 

them 
Who  see  by  faith  the  cloudy  hem 
Of  Judgment    fringed  with    Mercy's 
light  I 


THE  BATTLE  AUTUMN  OF 

i86x 

Thb  flags  of  war  like  storm -birds  fly, 
The  charging  trumpets  blow; 

Yet  rolls  no  thunder  m  the  sky. 
No  earthquake  strives  below. 

And,  calm  and  patient,  Nature  keeps 

Her  ancient  promise  well, 
Though  o'er  her  bloom  and  greenness 
sweeps 

The  battle's  breath  of  heU 

And  still  she  walks  in  golden  hours 
Through  harvest -happy  farms. 

And  still  she  wears  her  fruits  and  flowers 
Like  jewels  on  her  arm& 

What  mean  the  gladness  of  the  plain. 

This  joy  of  eve  and  mom, 
The  mirth  that  shakes  the  beard  of  grain 

And  yellow  locks  of  com  ? 

Ah !  eyes  may  well  be  full  of  tears, 
And  hearts  with  hate  are  hot ; 

But  even-paced  come  round  the  years> 
And  Nature  changes  not. 

She  meetv  with  smiles  onr  bitter  grief, 
With  songs  our  groans  of  pain  ; 

She  mocks  with  tint  of  flower  and  leaf 
The  WHi -field's  crimson  stain. 

Stil',  in  the  cannon's  pause,  we  hear 
Her  sweet  thnnksgiving-psalm : 

Too  near  to  God  for  doubt  or  fear. 
She  shares  the  eternal  calm. 

She  knows  the  seed  lies  safe  below 
The  fires  that  blast  and  bum  ; 

For  all  the  tears  of  blood  we  sow 
She  waits  the  rich  return. 

She  sees  with  clearer  eye  than  oan 
The  good  of  suffering  bora,  — 


The  hearts  that  blossom  like  lier  fr-y 
And  ripen  like  her  com. 

O,  give  to  us,  in  times  likes  these, 

The  vision  of  her  eyes ; 
And  make  her  fields  and  fruited  trees 

Our  golden  prophecies  \ 

O,  give  to  us  her  finer  ear  1 

Above  this  stormy  din. 
We  too  would  hear  the  bells  of  cheer 

Ring  peace  and  freedom  in  I 


MITHRIDATES  AT  CHIO&w 

Know'st    thou,    O    slave-coned 
land! 
How,  when  the  Chian's  cup  of  gxiilt 
Was  full  to  overflow,  there  came 
God's  justice  in  the  sword  of  fbme 
That,  red  with  slaughter  to  its  hilt. 
Blazed    in   the   Cappadodan   victm'a 
hand? 

The  heavens  are  still  and  far ; 
But,  not  unheard  of  awful  Jove, 
The  sighing  of  the  island  slave 
Was  answued,  when  the  iGgean 
wave 
The  keels  of  Mithridates  dove, 
And  the  vines  shrivelled  in  the  breath 
of  war. 

"  Robbers  of  Chios  !  haik," 
The  victor  cried,  "to  Heaven's  de- 
cree I 
Pluck  your  last  duster  from  the 

vine. 
Drain  vour  last  cup  of  Chian  wine : 
Slaves  of  your  slaves,  your  doodi  shall 
be, 
In  Colchian  mines  by  Phasis  rofling 
dark." 

Then  rose  the  long  lament 
From  the  hoar  sea-god's  dusky  caves* 
The  priestess  rent  her  hair  anb 

cried, 
'*  Woe  !  woe  !    The  gods  are  sleep- 
less-eyed I " 
And,  chained  and  scourged,  theslavet 
of  slaves. 
The  lords  of  Chics  into  exile  went 
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"  The  godft  ai  last  pay  well," 
80  Hellas  aang  ber  taunting  song, 
*'  The  fisher  in  his  net  is  caught. 
The  Chian  hath  his  master  bought'  , 
And  isle  from  isle,  with  laughter  long. 
Took  up  and  sped  the  mocking  parable. 

Once  more  the  slow,  dumb  years 
Bring  their  avenging  cycle  round. 
And,  more  than  Hellas  taught  of 

old. 
Our  wiser  lesson  shall  be  told. 
Of  ibves  uprising,  freedom-crowned. 
To  break,  not  wield,  the  scourge  wet 
with  their  blood  and  tears. 


THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Saint  Patrick,  slavtt  to  Milcho  of 

the  herds 
Of   Ballymena,  wakened   with    these 

words : 
"  Arise,  and  flee 
Out  from  the  land  of  bondagv^  and  be 

freer* 

Glad  as  a  soul  in  pain,  who  hears  from 

heaven 
The  angels  singing  of  his  sins  forgiven. 

And,  wondering,  sees 
His  prison  opening  to  their  golden  keys, 

He  rose  a  man  who  laid  him  down  a 

slave. 
Shook  from  his  locks  the  ashes  of  the 
grave. 
And  outward  trod 
Into  the  glorious  liberty  of  God. 

He  cast  the  symbols  of  his  shame  away; 
And,  passing  where  the  sleeping  Milcho 

lav 
Though  back  and  limb 
Smarted  with  wrong,  he  prayed,  "  God 

pardon  him  ! " 

Bo  went  he  forth ,  but  in  God's  time 

he  came 
To  light  on  Uillinc's  hills  a  holy  flame ; 

And,  dyhig,  gave 
The  land  a  saint  that  lost  him  as  a  slave. 


i  Sr*^^-^***^  millions,  patiently  and  dumb 
I  Waitmg  fcr  God,  your  hour,  at  last,  has 
'  come, 

And  freedom's  song 
Breaks  the  long  silence  of  your  night 
of  wrong  I 

Arise  and  flee  I  shake  oflf  the  vile  re- 
straint 

Of  ages:  but,  like  Ballymena's  saint, 
The  oppressor  spare. 

Heap  only  on  his  head  the  coals  of 
prayer. 

Go  forth,  like  him  I   like  him  return 
again. 

To  bless  the  land  whereon  in  bittef 
pain 
Ye  toiled  at  first. 

And  heal  with  freedom  what  your  slav- 
ery cursed. 


I 


ANNIVERSARY  POEM. 

rRead  befbre  the  Alumni  of  the  Friendi* 
Ycsrly  Meeting  School,  at  the  Annual 
Meetliig  at  Newport  B.  L,  I5th  6th  mo., 
I008.J 

Oncb  more,   dear  friends,  you   meet 
beneath 

A  clouded  skv : 
Not  yet  the  sword  has  found  its  sheath. 
And  on  the  sweet  spring  airs  the  breath 

Of  war  floats  by. 

Yet  trouble  springs  not  from  the  gvound. 

Nor  pain  from  chance ; 
The  Eternal  order  circles  round. 
And  wave  and  storm  find  mete  and 
bound 

In  Providence. 

Full  long  our  feet  the  flowery  ways 

Of  peace  have  trod. 
Content    with    creed    and   garb    and 

phrase: 
A  harder  path  in  earlier  days 

Led  up  to  God. 

Too   cheaply  truths,   once  purchased 
dear. 
Are  made  our  own; 
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Too  long  the  world  has  smiled  to  bear 
Our  boasi  of  full  com  in  the  ear 
By  others  sown : 

To  see  us  stir  the  'martyr  fires 

Of  long  arc, 
And  wrap  our  satisfied  desires 
In  the  singed  mantles  that  our  sires 

Have  dropped  below. 

But  now  the  cross  our  worthies  bore 

On  us  is  laid  ; 
Profe>4sinn's  quiet  sleep  is  o'er, 
And  in  the  scale  of  truth  once  more 

Our  faith  is  weighed. 

The  cry  of  innocent  blood  at  last 

Is  calling  down 
An  answer  in  the  whirlwind -blast. 
The  thunder  and  the  shadow  ca&t 

From  Heaven's  dark  frown. 

The  land  is  red  Avith  judgments.     Who 

Stands  guiltless  iorin  ? 
Have  ^ve  been  faithful  as  we  knew. 
To  God  and  to  our  brother  true. 

To  Heaven  and  Earth  ? 

How  faint,  through  din  of  merchandise 

And  count  of  gain, 
Have  seemed  to  us  the  captive's  cries  ! 
How  far  away  the  tears  and  sighs 

Of  souls  in  pain  1 

This  day  the  fearful  reckoning  comes 

To  each  and  all ; 
We  hear  amidst  our  peaceful  homes 
The  summons  of  the  conscript  drums, 

The  bugle's  call. 

Our  path  is  plain  ;  the  war-net  draws 

Round  us  in  vain, 
While,  faithful  to  the  Higher  Cause, 
We  keep  our  fealty  to  the  laws 

Through  patient  pain. 

The  levelled  gun,  the  battle-brand. 

We  may  not  take  : 
But,  calmly  loyal,  we  can  stand 
And  suffer  with  our  suffering  land 

For  conscience'  sake. 

Why  ask  for  ease  where  all  is  pain  ? 
Shall  we  alone 


Be  lef^  to  add  our  gain  to  gain. 
When  over  Armageddon's  jilain 
The  trump  is  Dlown  ? 

To  suffer  well  is  well  to  Sfenre ; 

Sate  in  our  Lord 
The  rigid  lines  of  law  shall  curve 
To  spare  us;    from  our  heads  shall 
swerve 

Its  smiting  sword. 

And  light  is  mingled  with  the  gloom. 

And  joy  with  grief; 
Divine^t  compensations  come. 
Through  thorns  of  judgment  merciea 
bloom 

In  sweet  relieC 

Thanks  for  our  privilege  to  blesa^ 

By  word  and  deed, 
The  widow  in  her  keen  distress, 
The  childless  and  the  fatherless, 

The  hearts  that  bleed  1 

For  fields  of  duty,  opening  wide. 

Where  all  our  powers 
Are  tasked  the  eager  steps  to  guide 
Of  millions  on  a  path  untried  : 

The  SLAVS  is  ours  I 

Ours  by  traditions  dear  and  (dd. 

Which  make  the  race 
Our  wards  to  cherish  and  uphold, 
And  cast  their  freedom  in  the  mould 

Of  Christian  grace. 

And  we  may  tread  the  sick-bed  floors 

Where  strong  men  pine, 
And,  down  the  groaning  corridors, 
Pour  freelv  from  our  liMral  stores 

The  oil  and  wine. 

Who  nnurmurs  that  in  these  dark  days 

His  lot  is  casl  ? 
God's  hand  within  the  shadow  lays 
The  stones  whereon  His  gates  of  praise 

Shall  rise  at  last. 

Turn   and   o'ertum,    O    outstretched 
Hand! 

Nor  stint,  nor  stay ; 
The  years  have  never(Lropped  their  sand 
On  mortal  issue  vast  ana  grand 

As  ours  to-day. 
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"  Who  touches  a  hair  of  yon  eray  head 
Uies  like  a  do|;  1  March  on  !     he  said. 

AU  day  long  through  Frederick  street 
Sounded  the  tread  of  inarching  feet : 


All  dav  long  that  free  flag  tost 
Over  ine  heads  of  the  rebel  host 

Ever  its  torn  folds  rcse  and  fell 

On  the  loyal  winds  that  loved  it  well ; 

And  through  the  hill-gaps  sunset  li^ht 
Shone  over  it  with  a  warm  good-nighL 


Barbara  Frietchie's  work  is  o'er, 
And  the  Rebel  rides  on  his  raids  no 

more. 

Honor  to  her  I  and  let  a  tear 

Fall,  for  her  sake,  on  Stonewall*s  bier. 

Over  Barbara  Frictchie's  grave, 
Flag  of  Freedom  and  Union,  wave  ! 

Peace  and  order  and  beauty  draw 
Round  thy  sym^I  of  light  and  law ; 

And  ever  the  stars  above  look  down 
On  thy  stars  below  in  Frederick  town  ! 
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COBBLER  KEEZAR'S  VISION." 


Thb  beaver  cut  his  timber 

With  patient  teeth  that  day, 
The  minks  were  fish- wards,  and 


the 


crows 


Surveyors  of  highway,  — 

When  Keezar  sat  on  the  hillside 

Upon  his  cobbler's  form, 
Witn  a  pan  of  coals  on  either  hand 

To  keep  his  waxed-ends  warm. 

And  there,  in  the  golden  weather, 
He  stitched  and  hammered  and  sung ; 

Id  the  brook  he  moistened  his  leather. 
In  the  pewter  mug  his  tongue. 

Well  knew  the  tough  old  Teuton 
Who  brewed  the  stoutest  ale. 

And  he  paid  the  goodwife's  reckoning 
In  the  coin  of  song  and  tale. 

The  songs  they  still  are  singing 
Who  dress  the  hills  of  vine, 

The  tales  that  haunt  the  Brocken 
And  whisper  down  the  Rhine. 

Woodsy  and  wild  and  lonesome, 
The  swift  stream  wound  away, 

Tlirough  birches  and  scarlet  maples 
FUsbing  in  foam  and  spray,  — 


Down  on  the  sharp-homed  ledges 

Plunging  in  steep  cascade. 
Tossing  its  white-maned  waters 

Against  the  hemlock's  shade. 

Woodsy  and  wild  and  lonesome, 
East  and  west  and  north  and  south  ; 

Only  the  village  of  fishers 
Down  at  the  river's  mouth  ; 

Only  here  and  there  a  clearing. 
With  its  farm-house  rude  and  new. 

And  tree-stumps,  swart  as  Indians, 
Where  the  scanty  harvest  grew. 

No  shout  of  home-bound  reapers, 

No  vintage-song  he  heard. 
And  on  the  green  no  dancing  feet 

The  merry  violin  stirred. 

"  Why  should  folk  be  glum,"  said  Kee- 
zar, 

"When  Nature  herself  is  glad. 
And  the  painted  woods  are  laughing 

At  the  faces  so  sour  and  sad  ?  " 

Small  heed  had  the  careless  cobbler 
What  sorrow  of  heart  was  theirs 

Who  travailed  in  pain  with  the  births  ol 
God, 
And  planted  a  state  with  prayers,  -' 
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Hunting  of  witches  and  warlocks, 
Smiting  the  heathen  horde,  — 

One  hand  on  tlie  mason's  trowel. 
And  one  on  the  soldier's  sword  I 

But  give  him  his  ale  and  cider, 
Give  him  his  pi{x:  and  song. 

Little  he  cared  for  Church  or  State, 
Or  the  balance  of  right  and  wrong. 

**'T  is  work,   work,   work,"   he  mut- 
tered, — 

"  And  for  rest  a  sr^fBe  of  psalms  !  " 
He  smote  on  his  le:-«'heni  apron 

With  his  brown  aivi  waxen  palms. 

**  O  for  the  purple  harvests 
Of  the  days  when  I  was  youn^  \ 

For  the  merry  grape-stained  maidens. 
And  the  pleasant  songs  they  sung  I 

"  O  for  the  breath  c  fvineyards, 
Of  apples  and  nu(s  and  wine  ! 

For  an  oar  to  row  and  a  breeze  to  blow 
Down  the  gran'J  old  river  Rhine  1 " 

A  tear  in  his  b'ue  eve  glistened, 
And  dropped  on  nis heard  so  gray. 

•'  Old.  old  am  I,"  said  Kcexar, 
**  And  the  Rhiu^  flows  far  away  ! " 

But  a  cunning  man  was  the  cobbler  ; 

He  could  .All  the  birds  from  the  trees, 
Charm  the  black  snake  out  of  the 
ledges, 

And  bnng  back  the  swarming  bees. 

All  the  virtues  of  herbs  and  metals. 
All  the  lore  of  the  woods,  he  knew, 

And  the  arts  of  the  Old  World  mingled 
With  the  marvels  of  the  New. 

Well  he  knew  the  tricks  of  magic. 
And  the  lapstone  on  his  knee 

Had  the  gift  of  the  Mormon's  goggles 
Or  the  stone  of  Doctor  Dee. 

For  the  mighty  master  Agrippa 
Wrought  it  with  spell  and  rhyme 

From  a  fragment  of  mystic  moonstone 
In  the  tower  of  Nettesheim. 

To  a  cobbler  Minnesinger 
The  marvellous  stone  gave  he,  — 


And  he  gave  it,  in  tum»  to  Keesar, 
Who  brought  it  over  the  sea. 

He  held  up  that  mystic  lapstond 

He  held  it  up  like  a  lens. 
And  he  counted  the  long  years  comiitf 

By  twenties  and  by  tens. 

*'  One  hundred  years,"  quoth  Keexar, 

"  And  fiftv  have  I  told  : 
Now  open  iKe  new  before  me. 

And  shut  me  out  the  old  1  *' 

Like  a  cloud  of  mist,  the  blackness 
Rolled  from  the  magic  stone. 

And  a  marvellous  picture  mingled 
The  unknown  and  the  known. 

Still  ran  the  stream  to  the  river. 
And  river  and  ocean  joined ; 

And  there  were  the  blu&  and  the  blu  t 
sea-line, 
And  cold  north  hills  behind. 

But  the  mighty  forest  was  broken 

By  many  a  steepled  town, 
By  many  a  white-walled  farm-house. 

And  many  a  gamer  brown. 

Turning  a  score  of  mill-wheels. 
The  stream  no  more  ran  firee  ; 

White  sails  on  the  windifte  river. 
White  sails  on  the  far-on  sea. 

Below  in  the  noisy  village 
The  flags  were  floating  gay. 

And  shone  on  a  thousand, faces 
The  light  of  a  holiday. 

Swiftly  the  rival  ploughmen 

Turned  the  brown  earth  from  their 
shares  ; 
Here  were  the  farmer's  treajiures. 

There  were  the  crafisnum's  warea. 

Golden  the  goodwifc's  butter, 

Riiby  her  currant-wine  ; 
Grand  were  the  strutting  turkeys, 

Fat  were  the  beeves  and  swine. 

Yellow  and  red  were  the  apples, 
And  the  ripe  pears  russet- Drown, 

And  the  peaches  had  stolen  blushes 
From  the  giris  who  shook  them  dowa 
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And  with  blooms  of  hill  and  wild-wood, 

That  shame  the  toil  of  art, 
Mingled  the  goi^eous  blossoms 

Ofthe  garcusn's  tropic  heart 


••  What  is  it  I  see  ?  »•  said  Keezar : 
'*  Am  I  here,  or  am  I  there  ? 

Is  it  a  (Ste  at  Bingen  ? 
Do  I  look  on  Frankfort  fair  ? 

''  But  where  are  the  clowns  and  puppets, 
And  imps  with  horns  and  tail  ? 

And  where  are  the  Rhenish  flagons? 
And  where  is  the  foaming  ale  ? 

"Strange  things.  I  know,  will  ha;)pen, — 
Strange  things  the  Lord  permits ; 

But  that  drouglity  folk  should  be  jolly 
Puzzles  my  poor  old  wits. 

"  Mere  are  smiling  manly  faces, 
And  the  maideivs  step  is  gay  ; 

Nor   sad   by  thinking,  nor   mad   by 
drinking, 
Nor  mopes,  nor  fools,  are  they. 

*'  Here 's  pleasure  without  regretting. 

And  good  without  abuse, 
The  holiday  and  the  bridal 

Of  beauty  and  of  use. 

'*  Here 's  a  priest  and  there  is  a  Qua- 
ker,— 
Do  the  cat  and  dog  agree  ? 
Have  they  burned  the  stocks  for  oven- 
wood? 
Have  they  cut  down  the  gallows-tree  ? 

"Would  the  old  folk  know  their  chil- 
dren? 

Would  they  own  the  graceless  town, 
With  never  a  ranter  to  worry 

And  never  a  witch  to  drown  ?  " 

Jx>ud  laughed  the  cobbler  Keezar, 
Laughed  like  a  school-boy  gay : 

Tossing  his  arms  above  him, 
The  upstone  rolled  away. 

Tt  rolled  down  the  rugged  hillside, 
It  spun  like  a  wheel  oewitched, 

1 1  plunged  through  the  leaning  willows. 
And  mto  the  nver  pitched. 


There,  in  the  deep,  dark  water, 

The  magic  stone  lies  still. 
Under  the  leaning  willows 

In  the  shadow  of  the  hilL 

But  oft  the  idle  fisher 

Sits  on  the  shadowy  bank. 
And  his  dreams  make  marvellous  pic- 
tures 

Where  the  wizard's  lapstone  sank. 

And  still,  in  the  summer  twilights. 
When  the  river  seems  to  run 

Out  from  ihc  inner  glory, 
Warm  with  the  melted  sun, 

The  weary  mill-girl  lingers 
Beside  the  charmM  streaQi, 

And  the  sky  and  the  golden  water 
Shape  and  color  her  dream. 

Fair  wave  the  sunset  gardens, 

The  rosy  signals  fly  ; 
Her  homestead  beckons  from  the  cloud. 

And  love  goes  sailing  by ! 


AMY  WENTWORTH. 

TO  W.    B. 

As  they  who  watch  by  sick-beds  find 

relief 
Unwittingly  (torn  the  great  stress  of 

And  anxious   care   in   fantasies   out- 
wrought 

From  the  hearth's  embers  flickering 
low,  or  caught 

From  whispering  wind,   or   tread    of 
passing  feet, 

Or  vagrant  memory  calling  up  some 
sweet 

Snatch  of  old  song  or  romance,  whence 
or  why 

They  scarcely  know  or  ask,  —  so,  thou 
and  I, 

Nursed  in  the  faith  that  Truth  alone  is 
strong 

In  the    enaurance   which   outwearies 
Wrong, 

With  meek  persistence  baffling  brutal 
force. 

And  trusting  God   against    the    uni- 
verse, — 
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We,  doomed  to  watch  a  strife  we  may 
not  share 

With  other  weapons  than  the  patriot's 
praver, 

Yet  owning,  with  fiill  hearts  and  moist- 
ened eves. 

The  awful  beauty  of  self-sacrifice. 

And  wrung  by  keenest  sympathy  for  all 

Who  j^ive "their  loved  ones  for  the  liv- 
ing wall 

*Twixt  law  and  treason,  —  in  this  evil 
day 

May  haply  find,  through  automatic  play 

Of  pen  and  pencil,  solace  to  our  pain. 

And  hearten  otheis  with  the  strength 
we  Ksin. 

I  know  it  has  been  said  our  times  re- 
quire 

No  play  of  art,  nor  dalliance  with  the 
lyre. 

No  weak  essay  with  Fancy*s  chloroform 

To  calm  the  hot,  mad  pulses  of  the 
storm. 

But  the  stem  war>blast  rather,  such  as 
sets 

The  battle's  teeth  of  serried  bayonets. 

And  pictures  grim  as  Vemet's.     Yet 
with  these 

Some  softer  tints  may  bleiid,  and  milder 
keys 

Relieve  the  storm-stunned  ear.    Let 
us  keep  sweet, 

If  so  we  may,  our  hearts,  even  while 
we  eat 

The  bitter  harvest  of  our  own  device 

And  half  a  century's  moral  cowardice. 

As  Numbcrg  sang   wh-le  Wittenberg 
defied. 

And  Kranach  painted  by  his  Luther's 
side, 

And  through  the  war- march  of  the  Pu- 
ritan 

The  silver  stream  of  Marvell's  music 
ran, 

So  let  the  household  melodies  be  sung, 

The  pleasant  pictures  on  the  wall  be 
hung,  — 

So  let  us  hold  against  the  hosts  of  night 

And  slavery  all  our  vantage-ground  of 

«  light. 

Let  Treason  boast  its  savagery,  and 
shake 

From  its  flag-folds  its  symbol  rattle- 
snake. 


Nunc  its  fine  arts,  lay  human  skins  la 

tan. 
And  carve  its  pipe-bowls  finom  the  boo«s 

of  man. 
And  make  the  tale  of  Fijian  banquets 

dull 
By   drinking   whiskey   from   a   loyal 

skull,  — 
But  let  us  guard,  till  this  sad  war  shall 

cease, 
(God  grant  it  soon  I )  the  graceful  arts 

of  peace : 
No  foes  are  conquered  who  the  victors 

teach 
Their  vandal  manners   auid  barbaric 

speech. 

And  while,  with  hearts  of  thankfulness, 

we  bear 
Of  the  great  common  burden  our  full 

share. 
Let  none  upbraid  us  that  the  waves 

entice 
Thy  sea-dipped  pencil,  or  some  quaint 

device. 
Rhythmic  and  sweet,  beguiles  my  pen 

away 
From  the  sharp  strifes  and  sorrows  of 

to-day. 
Thus,  while  the  east-wind  keen  from 

Labrador 
Sings  in  the  leafless  elms,  and  frxxn  the 

shore 
Of  the  great  sea  comes  the  monotonous 

roar 
Of  the  long-breaking  surf,  and  all  the 

sky 
Is  gray  with  cloud,  home-bound  and 

dull,  I  try 
To  time  a  simple  legend  to  the  sounds 
Of  winds  in  tne  woods,  and  waves  on 

pebbled  bounds,  — 
A  song  for  oais  to  chime  with,  such  as 

might 
Be  sun^  by  tired  sea-painters,  w-ho  at 

night 
Look  from  their  hemlock  camps,  by 

quiet  cove 
Or  beach,   moon-lighted,  on  the  waves 

they  love. 
(So  hast  thou  looked,  when  level  sun- 
set lay 
On  the  calm  bosom  of  some  Eaai«*<« 

bay. 


AMY  WENTWORTH. 
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Ana  Ji    the   spray-moist    rocks   and 

craves  that  rolled 
Up  the  white  sand-slopes  flashed  with 

ruddj^r  gold.) 
Something  it  has  —  a  flavor  of  the  sea, 
And  the  sea's    freedom  —  which   re* 

minds  of  thee. 
Its  laded  picture,  dimly  smiling  dowii 
From  the  blurred  fresco  of  the  ancient 

town, 
I  have  not  touched  with  warmer  tints 

in  vain, 
If,  in  this  dark,  sad  year,  it  steals  one 

thought  from  pain. 


Her  fingers  shame  the  ivcry  keys 

They  dance  so  light  alone  ; 
The  bloom  upon  her  parted  lips 

Is  sweeter  than  the  song. 

O  perfumed  suitor,  spare  thy  smiles  I 
Her  thoughts  are  not  of  ihee  ; 

She  better  loves  the  sal'ed  wind. 
The  voices  of  the  sea. 

Her  heart  is  like  an  outbound  ship 

That  at  its  anchor  swings  ; 
The  murmur  of  the  stranded  shell 

Is  in  the  song  she  sings. 

She   sings,  and,    smiling,    hears   her 
praise. 

But  dreams  the  while  of  one 
Who  watches  from  his  sea-blown  deck 

The  icebergs  in  the  sun. 

She  questions  all  the  winds  that  blow, 

And  every  fog-wreath  dim. 
And  bids  the  sea-birds  flying  north 

Bear  messages  to  him. 

She  speeds  them  with  the  thanks  of  me« 

He  perilled  life  to  save. 
And  grateful  prayers  like  holy  oil 

To  smooth  for  him  the  wave. 

Brown  Viking  of  the  fishing-smack  I 
Fair  toast  of  all  the  town  I  — 

The  skipper's  jerkin  ill  beseems 
The  lady's  stlken  gown  I 


But  ne'er  shall  Amy  Wentworth  wear 
For  him  the  blush  of  shame 

Who  dares  to  set  his  manly  gifts 
Against  her  ancient  name. 

The  stream  is  brightest  at  its  spring. 
And  blood  is  not  like  wine  ; 

Nor  honored  less  than  he  who  heirs 
Is  he  who  founds  a  line. 

Full  lightly  shall  the  prize  be  won, 

If  love  be  Fortune  s  spur; 
And  never  maiden  stoops  to  him 

Who  lifts  himself  to  her. 

Her  home  is  brave  in  Jaflfrey  Street, 
With  stately  stairwav5  worn 

By  feet  of  old  Colonial  knights 
And  ladies  gcntle-bom. 

Still  green  about  its  ample  porch 

The  English  ivy  twines. 
Trained  back  tu  snow  in  English  oak 

The  herald's  carven  signs. 

And  on  her,  from  the  wainscot  old, 

Ancestral  faces  frown,  — 
And  this  has  worn  the  soldier's  sword, 

And  that  the  judge's  gown. 

But,  strong  of  will  and  proud  as  they. 

She  walks  the  gallery  floor 
As  if  she  trod  ht  r  sailor's  deck 

By  stormy  Labrador  I 

The  sweetbrier  blooms  on  Kittery-side, 
And  green  are  Elliot's  bowers  ; 

Her  garden  is  the  pebbled  beach. 
The  mosses  are  ner  flowers. 

She  looks  across  the  harbor-bar 

To  see  the  white  gulls  fly  ; 
HiA  feting  from  the  Northern  sea 

Is  m  their  clanging  cry. 

She  hums  a  song,  and  dreams  that  he^ 

As  in  i     romance  old, 
Shall  hr     jward  ride  with  silken  sails 

And  '""ists  of  beaten  gold  ! 

O,  T9u.K  is  good,  and  gold  is  fair. 
And  high  and  low  mate  ill ; 

But  love  has  never  known  a  law 
Beyond  its  own  sweet  will  I 
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THE  COUNTESS. 

TO  B.   W. 

I  KNOW  not.  Time  and  Space  so  inter- 
vene. 

Whether,  still  waiting  with  a  trust  se- 
rene. 

Thou  bearest  up  thy  fourscore  years 
and  ten. 

Or,  called  at  last,  art  now  Heaven's  cit- 
izen ; 

But,  here  or  there,  a  pleasant  thought 
of  thee, 

Like  an  old  friend,  all  day  has  been 
with  me. 

The  shy,  still  boy,  for  whom  thy  kindly 
hand 

Smoothed  his  hard  pathway  to  the  won- 
der-land 

Of  thought  and  fiincy,  in  gray  manhood 
yet 

Keeps  green  the  memory  of  his  early 
debt. 

To-day,    when    truth    and    falsehood 
speak  their  words 

Through   hot -lipped   cannon  and  the 
teeth  of  swords. 

Listening  with   quickened    heart  and 
ear  intent 

To  each  sharp  clause  of  that  stem  ar- 
gument, 

I    still    can    hear    at    times    a    softer 
note 

Of  the  old  pastoral  music  round  me 
float. 

While  through  the  hot  gleam  of  our 
civil  strife 

Looms  the  green  mirage  of  a  simpler 
life. 

As,  at  his  alien  post,  the  sentinel 

Drops  the  old  bucket  in  the  homestead 
well, 

And  hears  old  voices  in  the  winds  that 
toss 

Above  his  head  the  live-oak*s  beard  of 
moss. 

So,  in  our  trial-time,  and  unde^  skies 

Shadow*^  by  swords  like  Islam's  par- 

adise,  I    V'ou  catch  a  glimpse,  through  birchand 

I  wait  and  watch,   and  let  my  ^ncv   '  pine, 

.  stray  '  )       Of  gable,  roof,  and  porch, 

To  milder  scenes  and  youth*s  Arr^di^n  i    Th^  taverr'  with  i»«  swinging  smi» 


And  howsoe'er  the  pendl  dipped  to 
dreams 

Shades  the  brown  woods  or  tints  the 
sunset  streams^ 

The  country  doctor  m  the  foreyound 
seems, 

Whose  ancient  sulky  down  the  village 
lanes 

Dragged,  like  a  war-car,  captive  ills 
and  pains^ 

I  could  not  paint  the  scenery  of  xof 
song. 

Mindless  of  one  who  looked  thereon 
so  long : 

Who.  night  and  day,  on  duty's  lonely 
round. 

Made  friends  o*  the  woods  and  rocks, 
and  knew  the  sound 

Of  each  small  brook,  and  what  the  hill- 
side trees  ^ 

Said  to  the  winds  that  touched  their 
leafy  keys ; 

Who  saw  so  keenly  and  so  well  could 
paint 

The  village-folk,  with   all   their   hu- 
mors quaint,  — 

The  parson  ambling  on  bis  wall-eyed 
roan. 

Grave  and  erect,  with  white  hair  back- 
ward blown  ; 

The  tough  old  boatman,  half  amphibi- 
ous grown ; 

The  muttering  witch-wife  of  the  gos- 
sip's tale, 

And  the   Joud^  straggler  levying   his 
black-mail,  — 

Old  customs,  habits,  superstitions,  fears. 

All  that  lies  buried  under  fifty  years. 

To  thee,  as  is  most  fit,  I   Drinj^  my 
lay, 

And,  grateful,  own  the  debt  I  cannot 
pay. 


Over  the  wooded  northern  ridge. 
Between  lis  houses  brown, 

To  the  dark  tunnel  of  the  bridge 
The  street  comes  straggling  down. 
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The  river's  steel-blue  crescent  curves 

To  meet,  in  ebb  and  flow, 
The  single  broken  wharf  that  serves 

For  sloop  aod  gundelow. 

With  salt  sea-scents  along  its  shores 
The  heavy  hay-boats  crawl. 

The  long  antennae  of  their  oars 
In  lazy  rise  and  fall. 

Along  the  gray  abutment's  wall 

The  idle  shad-net  dries : 
The  toll-man  in  his  cobbler's  stall 

Sits  smoking  with  closed  eyes. 

Yon  hear  the  pier's  low  undertone 
Of  waves  that  chafe  and  gnaw  ; 

You  start,  —  a  skipper's  horn  is  blown 
To  raise  the  creaking  draw. 

At  times  a  blacksmith's  anvil  sounds 
With  slow  and  sluggard  beat. 

Or  stage-coach  on  its  dusty  rounds 
Wakes  up  the  staring  street. 

A  place  for  idle  eyes  and  ears, 
A  cobwebbed  nook  of  dreams ; 

Left  by  the  stream  whose  waves  are 
years 
The.stranded  village  seems. 

And  there,  like  other  moss  and  rust. 

The  native  dweller  clings, 
And  keeps,  in  uninquiring  tnut. 

The  old,  dull  round  of  things. 

The  fisher  drops  his  patient  lines, 

The  farmer  sows  his  grain. 
Content  to  hear  the  murmuring  pines 

Instead  of  railroad- train. 

Go  where,  along  the  tangled  steep 
That  slopes  against  the  west. 

The  hamlet's  buried  idlers  sleep 
In  still  profounder  rest 

Throw  back  the  locust's  flowery  plume. 
The  birch's  pale-green  scarf. 

And  break  the  web  of  brier  and  bloom 
From  name  and  epitaph. 

A  simple  muster-roll  of  death, 
Of  pomp  and  romance  shorn, 

The  ary,  oid  names  that  common  breath 
Haa  cheapened  and  outworn. 


Yet  pause  by  one  low  mound,  and  part 
The  wild  vines  o'er  it  laced, 

And  read  the  words  by  rustic  art 
Upon  its  headstone  traced. 

Haply  yon  white-haired  villager 

Of  fourscore  years  can  say 
What  means  the  noble  name  of  her 

Who  sleeps  with  common  chiy. 

An  exile  from  the  Gascon  land 
Found  refuge  here  and  rest. 

And  loved,  ot  all  the  village  band. 
Its  fairest  and  its  best. 

He  knelt  with  her  on  Sabbath  moras. 
He  worshipped  through  her  eyes. 

And  on  the  pnde  that  doubts  and  scorns 
Stole  in  her  &ith*s  surprise. 

Her  simple  daily  life  he  saw 

By  homeliest  duties  tried, 
In  alt  things  by  an  untaught  lav.* 

Of  fitness  justified. 

For  her  his  rank  aside  he  laid ; 

He  took  the  hue  and  tone 
Of  lowly  life  and  toil,  and  mads 

Her  simple  ways  his  own. 

Yet  still,  in  gay  and  careless  sase, 

To  harvest-neld  or  dance 
He  brought  the  gentle  courtesies, 

The  nameless  grace  of  France. 

And  she  who  taught  him  love  not  less 
From  him  she  loved  in  turn 

Caught  in  her  sweet  unconsciousness 
What  love  is  quick  to  learn. 

Each  grew  to  each  in  pleased  accord, 

Nor  knew  the  gazin'^  town 
If  she  looked  upward  to  her  lord 

Or  he  to  her  looked  down. 

How  sweet,  when  summer's  day  was 
o'er. 

His  violin's  mirth  and  wail. 
The  walk  on  pleasant  Newbury's  shor^ 

The  river's  moonlit  sail  ! 

Ah  !  life  is  brief,  though  love  belobg . 

The  altar  and  the  bier. 
The  burial  hymn  and  bridal  song. 

Were  both  in  one  short  year  ( 
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Her  rest  is  ouiet  on  the  hill, 
beneath  tne  locust's  bloom : 

Far  off  her  lover  bleeps  as  still 
Within  his  scutcheoned  tomb. 

The  Gascon  lord,  the  village  maid, 
In  death  still  clasp  their  hands  ; 

The  love  that  levels  rank  and  grade 
Unites  their  severed  lands. 

What  matter  whose  the  hillside  grave. 
Or  whose  the  blazoned  stone  ? 

Forever  to  her  western  wave 
Shall  whisper  blue  Garonne  I 

O  Love  I  —  so  hallowing  every  soil 
That  gives  thy  sweet  flower  room. 

Wherever,  nursed  by  ease  or  toil. 
The  human  heart  takes  bloom  I  — 


Plant  of  lost  Eden»  from  tlie  sod 

Of  sinful  earth  unriven. 
White  blossom  of  the  trees  of  God 

Dropped  down  to  us  from  heaven  !-*- 

This  tangled  waste  of  mound  and  store 

Is  holy  for  thy  sake : 
A  sweetness  which  is  all  thy  own 

Breathes  out  from  fern  and  brake. 

And  while  ancestral  pride  shall  twine 
The  Gascon's  tomo  with  flowers^ 

Fall  sweetly  here,  O  song  of  mine. 
With  summer's  bloom  and  showers  * 


And  let  the  lines  that  severed 

Unite  again  in  thee. 
As  western  wave  and  Gallic  stream 

Are  mingled  in  one  sea  1 


OCCASIONAL    POEMS. 


NAPLES. 
i860. 

(NSCRIBBD  TO  ROBERT  C  WATKMTON, 
OP  BOSTON. 

I  GIVE  thee  joy  I  —  I  know  to  thee 
The  dearest  spot  on  earth  must  be 
Where  sleeps  thy  loved  one  by  the 
summer  sea : 

Where,  near  her  sweetest  poet*s 

tomb. 
The  land  of  Virgil  gave  thee  room 
*i*o  lay  thy  flower  with  her  perpetual 
bloom. 

I  know  that  when  the  sky  shut 

down 
Behind  thee  on  the  gleaming  town, 
On  Baiae's  baths  and  Posilippo's  crown ; 

And^  through  thy  tears,  the  mock- 
ing day 

Burned    Ischials   mountain   lines 
away, 
And  Capri  melted  in  its  tunny  bay,— 


Through  thy  great  fiuewell  sorrow 

shot 
The  sharp  pang  of  a  bitter  thouglit 
That  slaves  must  tread  axouni^  that 

holy  spot. 

Thou  knewest  not  the  land  was 

blest 
In  giving  thy  beloved  rest. 
Holding  the  fond  hope  closer  to  hei 

breast 

That  every  sweet  and  saintly  gravf 
Was  freedom's  prophecy,  and  gave 
The  pledge  of  Heaven  to  sanctify  and 
save. 

That  ple^  is  answered.    To  diy 

ear      ^         ^ 
The  unchained  city  sends  its  cheer. 
And,  tuned  to  joy,  the  muffled  bells  oi 

fear 

Ring  Victor  in.    The  land  aita 

free 
And  happy  by  the  summer  sea. 
And  Bourbon  Naples  now  is  Italy  1 
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She  tmiles  above  her  broken  chain 
The  languid  smile  that  follows  pain, 
Sstretching  her  cramped  limbs  to  the 
sun  again. 

O,  joy  for  all,  who  hear  her  call 
From  gray  CaroaJdo)i*s  con  vent- wall 
And  Elmas  towers  to  freedom's  carni- 
val! 

A  new  life  breathes  among  her  vines 
And  olives,  like  the  breath  of  pines 
Blown  downward  from  the  breezy  Apen- 
nines. 

Lean,  O  ray  friend,  to  meet  that 

breath. 
Rejoice  as  one  who  wimesseth 
Beauty  from  ashes  rise,  and  life  from 

death! 

Thy  sorrow  shall  no  more  be  pain. 
Its  tears  shall  fall  in  sunlit  rain, 
Writing  the  ^rave  with  flowers:  '^Arisen 
agau»  '" 


THE  SUMMONS 

My  ear  is  full  of  summer  sounds, 
Of  summer  sights  my  languid  eye ;  • 

Beyond  the  dusty  village  bounds 

I  loiter  in  my  daily  rounds, 
And  in  the  noon-time  shadows  lie. 

I  hear  the  wild  bee  wind  his  horn. 

The  bird  swings  on  the  ripened  wheat, 
The  long  green  lances  of  the  com 
Are  tilting  in  the  winds  of  mom. 
The  locust  shrills  his  song  of  heat 

Another  sound  my  spirit  hears, 
A  deeper  sound  that  drowns  them 
all,— 
A  voice  of  pleading  choked  with  tears, 
The  call  ofhuman  hopes  and  fears, 
The  Macedonian  cry  to  Paul  1 

The  storm-bell  rinss,  the  trumpet  bfows ; 

I  know  the  word  and  countersign  ; 
Wherever  Freedom's  vanguard  goes. 
Where  stand  or  fall  her  friends  or  foes, 

I  know  the  place  that  should  be  mine. 
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Shamed  be  the  hands  that  idly  fold. 

And  lips  that  woo  the  reed's  accord, 
When  laggard  Time  the  hour  has  tolled 
For  true  with  false  and  new  with  old 
To  fight  the  battles  of  the  Lord  I 


and 


O  brothers  I  blest  by  partial  Fate 
With  power  to  match  the  will 
deed. 
To  him  your  summons  comes  too  late 
Who  sinks  beneath  his  armor's  weight. 
And  has  no  answer  but  God-speed ! 


THE  WAITING. 

I  WAIT  and  watch  :  before  my  eyes 
Methinks  the  night  grows  thm  and 
gray; 
I  wait  and  watch  the  eastern  skies 
To  see  the  eolden  spears  uprise 
Beneath  tne  oriflamme  of  day  I 

Like  one  whose  limbs  are  bound  in 
trance 
I  hear  the  day-sounds  swell  and  grow. 
And  see  across  the  twilight  glance, 
Troop  after  troop,  in  swifr  advance. 
The  shining   ones  with  plumes  of 
snow  I 

I  know  the  errand  of  their  feet, 

I  know  what  mighty  work  is  theirs : 
I  can  but  lif\  up  hands  unmeet, 
The  tbreshins-floors  of  God  to  beat. 
And    speed    them    with    unworthy 
prayers. 

I  will  not  dream  in  vain  despair 

The  steps  of  progress  wait  for  me : 
The  puny  leverage  of  a  hair 
The  planet's  impulse  well  may  spare, 
A  drop  of  dew  the  tided  sea. 

The  loss,  if  loss  there  be,  is  mine. 
And  yet  not  mine  if  understood ; 
For  one  shall  grasp  and  one  resign. 
One  drink  life  s  rue,  and  one  its  wine. 
And  God  shall  make  the   balance 
good. 

O  power  to  do  !  O  baffled  will  I 
O  prayer  and  action  !  ye  are  one 
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Who  matr  not  strive,  may  yet  fulfil 
The  harder  task  of  standing  still. 
And  good  but  wished  wiih  God  is 
donel 


MOUNTAIN  PICTURES. 
I. 

FRAKCONIA   FROM   THE   PBMICB- 
WASSET. 

Oncb  more,  O  Mountains  of  the  North, 
unveil 
Your  brows,   and    lay  your   cloudy 
mantles  by  I 
And  once  more,  ere  the  eyes  that  seek 
ye  fail. 
Uplift  against  the  blue  walls  of  the 
sky 
Your  mighty  shapes,  and  let  the  sun- 
shine weave 
Its  golden  net-work  in  your  belting 

woods, 
Smile  down  in  rainbows  from  your 
falling  floods, 
And  on  your  kingly  brows  at  mom  and 
eve 
Set  crowns  of  fire  !    So  shall  my  soul 
receive 
Haply  the  secret  of  your  calm   and 
strength, 
Your  unforgolten  beauty  interfiise 
My  common  life,  your  glorious  shapes 

and  hues 
And  sun*dropped  splendors  at  my 

bidding  come, 
Loom    vast    through    dreams,   and 
stretch  in  billowy  length 
From  the  sca-levcl  of  my  lowland  home  ! 

They  rise  before  me !     Last  night's 

thunder-gust 
Roared    not  in   vain :    for  where    its 

lightnings  thrust 
Their  tongues  of  fire,  the  great  peaks 
*  seem  so  near. 

Burned  clean  of  mist,  so  starkly  bold 

and  clear, 
I  almost  pause  the  wind  in  the  pines  to 

hear, 
The  loose    rock's   fall,  the    step*  of 

browsing  deer. 


I  browi 


The  donds  that  shattered  on  yon  aHae- 

wom  walls 
And  splintered  on  the  rocks  their 

spears  of  rain 
Have  set  in  play  a  thousand  waterfalls. 
Making  the  dusk  and  silence  of  the 

woods 
Glad  with  the  laughter  of  the  chasinjs 

floods. 
And  luminous  m'ith  blows  spray  and 

silver  gleams, 
While,  ^  in   the  vales  below,   the  drf> 

lipped  streams 
Sing  to  the  fireshened  meadow-lands 

again. 
So,  let  me  hope,  the  battle-storm  that 

beats 
The  land  with  hail  and  fire  may  pass 

away 
With  its  spent  thunders  at  the  break  ot 

day, 
Like  last  night's  cloudy  and  leave,  as 

it  retreats, 
A  greener  earth  and  £iirer  sky  be«^ 

hind, 
Blown  crystal-clear   by    Freedom's 

Northern  wind  i 


IL 


MONAONOCK   PKOM  WACHUSBT. 

I  WOULD  I  were  a  painter,  fi^r  the  sake 
Of  a  sweet  picture,  and  of  her  who 

led, 
A  fitting  guide,  with  reverential  tread, 
Intothatmountainmystery.   First  a  lake 
Tinted  with  sunset;  next  the  wavy 
lines 
Of  far  receding  hills ;  and  yet  moie 
far, 
Monadnock  lifting  from  his  night  ol 
pines 
His  rosy  forehead  to  the  evening 
star. 
Beside  us,  purple-zoned,  Wachuset  laid 
His  head  against    the    West,  whose 
warm  Viffhi  made 
His  aureole  :  and  x>*er  him,  sharp 
and  clear, 
Like  a  shaft  of  lightning  in  mid-launch* 
ing  stayed, 
A  single  level  cloud-line,  shcme  upoa 


OUR  RIITER. 
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By  the  fierce  j;tancyn  of  the  tunken 
sun. 
Menaced  the  darkness  with  its  gol- 
den spear  1 

So  twil^ht  deepened  round  us.    Still 

and  black 
The  great  woods  climbed  the  mountain 

at  oui-  back ; 
And  on  their  skirts,  where  yet  the  lin- 
gering day 
On  the  shorn  greenness  of  the  clearing 
lay, 
The  brown  old  fiirm-house  like   a 
birdVnest  hung. 
H^ith  home-life  sounds  the  desert  air 

was  stirred : 
f  he  bleat  of  sheep  along  the  hill  we 

heard. 
The  bucket  plashing  in  the  cool,  sweet 

well; 
llie  pasture-ban  that  clattered  as  they 

fell; 
Dogs   barke<L  fowls   fluttered,  cattle 

lowed  ;  the  gate 
Of  the  barn-yard  creaked  beneath  the 
merry  weighty 
Of   sun-brown    children,    listening, 
while  they  swung, 
The  welcome  sound  of  supper-call 

to  hear ; 
And  down  the  shadowy  lane,  in 
tinklings  clear. 
The  pastoral  curfew  of  the  cow-bell 
rung. 
Thus  soothed  and  pleased,  our  back- 
ward path  we  took. 
Praising  the    farmer's   home.      He 

^  only  spake. 
Looking  into  the  sunset  o'er  the  lake. 
Like  one  to  whom  the  far-off  is 
most  near : 
**  Yes,  most  folks  think  it  has  a  pleasant 
look ; 
I  love  it  form  vgood  old  mother's  sake. 
Who  livea  and  died  here  in  the 
peace  of  God!" 
The  lesson  of  his  words  we  pondered 
o'er, 
As  silently  we  turned  the  eastern  flank 
Of  the  mountain,   where  its  shadow 

deepest  sank, 
Doubling  the  night  along  our  rugged 
road: 


We  felt  that  man  was  more  than  his 
abode, — 
The  inward  Ufa  than  Nature's  rai- 
ment more ; 
And  the  warm  sky,  the  sundown-tinted 
hill. 
The  forest   and   the   lake,  seemed 
dwarfed  and  dim 
Before  the  saintly  soul,  whose  human 
wiU 
Meekly  in  the    Eternal  footsteps 
trod. 
Making  her  homely  toil  and  household 

ways 
An  earthly  echo  of  the  song  of  praise 
Swelling  from  angel  lips  and  harps 
of  seraphim. 


OUR  RIVER. 


f<. 


FOR    A    SUMMER    FESTIVAL    AT   "THE 
laurels"  on    the    MERRIMACK. 

Once  more  on  yonder  laurelled  height 

The  summer  flowers  have  budded  ; 
Once  more  with  summer's  golden  li^t 

The  vales  of  home  are  flooded ; 
And  once  more,  by  the  grace  of  Him 

Of  every  good  the  Giver, 
We  sing  upon  its  wooded  rim 

The  praises  of  our  river : 

Itspines  above,  its  waves  below, 

Tne  west-wind  down  it  blowing. 
As  fair  as  when  the  youn^  Brissot 

Beheld  it  seaward  flowing,  — 
And  bore  its  memory  o'er  me  deep, 

To  soothe  a  martyrs  sadness. 
And  fresco,  in  his  troubled  sleep, 

His  prison- walls  with  gladness. 

We  know  the  world  is  rich  with  streams 

Renowned  in  song  and  story, 
Whose  music  murmurs  through    out 
dreams 

Of  human  love  and  glory : 
Wc  know  that  Amo'sbanics  are  fair, 

And  Rhine  has  castled  shadows. 
And,  poet-tuned,  the  Boon  and  Ayr 

Go  singing  down  their  meadows. 

But  while,  unpictured  and  unsung 
By  painter  or  by  poet. 
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Out  river  waits  the  tuneful  tongue 
And  cunning  hand  lo  show  it,  — 

We  only  know  the  fond  skies  lean 
Above  it,  warm  with  blessing 

And  the  svi^et  soul  of  our  Undine 
Awakes  to  our  caressing. 

No  fickle  sun-god  holds  the  flocks 

That  graze  its  shores  in  keeping; 
No  icy  kiss  of  Dian  mocks 

The  youth  beside  it  sleeping  : 
Our  Christian  river  lovcth  most 

The  beautiful  and  human  ; 
The  heaihen  streams  of  Naiads  boost. 

But  ours  of  man  and  woman. 

The  miner  in  his  cabin  heats 

The  ripple  we  are  hearing  ; 
It  whispers  soft  to  homesick  ears 

Around  the  settler's  clearing  : 
In  Sacramento's  vales  of  corn, 

(>r  Santee's  bloom  of  cotton. 
Our  river  by  its  valley-bom 

Was  never  yet  forgotten. 

The  drum  rolls  loud,—  the  bugle  fills 

The  summer  air  with  clangor  : 
The  war-storm  shakes  the  solid  hills 

Beneath  its  tread  of  anger ; 
Voung  eyes  that  last  year  smiled  m  ours 

Now  point  the  rifle's  barrel, 
And  hands  then  stained  with  fruits  and 
flowers 

Bear  redder  stains  of  quarrel. 

But  blue  skies  smile,  and  flowers  bloom 
on. 

And  rivers  still  keep  flowing,  — 
The  dear  God  still  his  rain  and  sun 

On  good  and  ill  bestowing. 
His  pine-trees  whisiKjr,    "  Trust 
wait ! " 

His  flowers  are  prophesying 
That  all  we  dread  of  change  or  fidl 

His  love  is  underlying. 

And  thou,  OMountain-bom  ! — no  more 

We  ask  the  wise  AUoiter 
Than  for  the  firmness  of  thy  shore, 

The  calmness  of  thy  water. 
The  cheerful  lights  that  overlay 

Thy  rugged  slopes  with  bcaiity, 
To  match  our  spirits  to  our  day 

And  make  a  joy  of  duty. 


and 


ANDREW  RYKMAN'S  PRAYER 


Andrew  Rykman  *s  dead  and 
You  can  see  his  leaning  slate 

In  the  graveyard,  and  thereon 
Read  his  name  and  date. 


"  Trust  is  trmtr  tkau  ffur  fears," 
Runs  the  legend  through  the  mosa, 

"  Gain  is  mot  tn  added  ytars^ 
Nor  in  death  is  loss.*' 

Still  the  feet  that  thither  trod, 
All  the  friendly  eyes  are  dim ; 

Only  Nature,  now,  and  God 
Have  a  care  for  him. 

There  the  dews  of  quiet  fall. 
Singing  birds  and  soft  wmds  stray : 

Shall  the  tender  Heart  of  all 
Be  less  kind  than  they  ? 

What  he  was  and  what  he  is 
They  who  ask  may  haply  find. 

If  they  read  this  pniver  of  his 
Which  he  left  behind- 


Pardon.  Lord,  the  lips  that  dare 
Shape  in  words  a  mwtal's  jwayer ! 
Praver,  that,  when  my  day  is  done. 
And  I  see  its  setting  sun. 
Shorn  and  beamlcss,  cold  and  dim, 
Sink  beneath  the  horizon's  rim,  — 
When  this  ball  of  rock  and  clay 
Crumbles  from  my  feet  away. 
And  the  solid  shores  of  sense 
Melt  into  the  vague  immense, 
Father  I  I  may  come  to  Thee 
Even  with  the  be^ar's  plea. 
As  the  poorest  of  Thy  poor, 
With  my  needs,  and  nothing  mora. 

Not  as  one  who  seeks  his  home 
With  a  step  assured  I  come  ; 
Still  behind  the  tread  I  hear 
Of  my  life-companion,  Fca'  , 
Still  a  shadow  deep  and  vast 
From  my  westering  feet  is  cast, 
Wavering,  doubtful,  undefined. 
Never  shapen  nor  outlined  : 
From  myself  the  fear  has  growr. 
And  the  shadow  u  my  own. 


I. 


ANDREW  RYKMAN*S  PRAYER. 
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I 


Vet,  O  Lord,  thixMS^h  all  a  sense 
Of  Thy  tender  providence 
Stays  my  foiling  heart  on  Thee, 
And  ooqfimis  the  feeble  knee ; 
And,  at  times,  ray  worn  feet  press 
Spaces  of  cool  quietness, 
Lilied  whiteness  shone  upon 
Not  by  light  of  moon  or  sun. 
Hours  there  be  of  inmost  calm. 
Broken  but  by  grateful  psalm. 
When  I  love  Thee  more  than  fear  Thee, 
And  Thy  blessed  Christ  seems  near  me, 
With  forgiving  look,  as  when 
He  beheld  the  Magdalen. 
Well  I  know  that  all  things  move 
To  the  spheral  rhythni  of  love,  — 
That  to  Thee,  O  LoA  of  all  1 
Nothing  can  of  chance  befall : 
Child  and  seraph,  mote  and  star. 
Well  Thou  knowest  what  we  are  ; 
Through  Thy  vast  creative  plan 
Looking,  from  the  worm  to  man, 
There  is  pity  in  Thine  eyes. 
But  no  hatred  nor  surprise. 
Not  in  blind  caprice  of  will,  ^ 
Not  in  cunning  sleight  of  skill, 
Not  for  show  of  ^wer,  was  wrought 
Nature's  marvel  m  Thy  thought 
Never  careless  hand  and  vain 
Smites  these  chords  of  joy  and  pain  ; 
No  immortal  selfishness 
Plays  the  game  of  curse  and  bless: 
Heaven  and  earth  are  witnesses 
That  Thy  glory  goodness  is. 
Not  for  sport  of  mind  and  force 
Hast  Thou  made  Thy  universe. 
But  as  atmosphere  and  zone 
Of  Thy  loving  heart  alone. 
Man,  who  walketh  in  a  show, 
Sees  before  him,  to  and  fro, 
Shadow  and  illusion  go ; 
All  things  flow  and  fluctuate. 
Now  contract  and  now  dilate. 
In  the  welter  of  this  sea. 
Nothing  stable  is  but  Thee  ; 
In  this  whirl  of  swooning  trance, 
Thou  alone  art  permanence  : 
All  without  Thee  only  seems, 
All  beside  is  choice  of  dreams. 
Never  yet  in  darkest  mood 
Doubted  I  that  Thnti  wast  good. 
Nor  mistook  my  will  for  fate, 
Pain  of  sin  for  heavenly  hate,  — 
Never  dreamed  the  gates  of  pearl 


Rise  fi-om  out  the  burning  marl. 

Or  that  good  can  only  live 

Of  the  bad  conservative. 

And  through  counterpoise  of  hell 

Heaven  alone  be  possible. 

For  myself  alone  I  doubt ; 

All  is  well,  I  know,  without ; 

I  alone  the  beauty  mar, 

I  alone  the  music  jar.  ^ 

Yet,  with  hands  by  evil  stained. 

And  an  ear  by  discord  pained, 

I  am  groping  for  the  ke)rs 

Of  the  heavenly  harmnnies ; 

Still  within  my  heart  I  bear 

Love  for  all  things  good  and  fair. 

Hands  of  want  or  souls  in  pain  ^ 

Have  not  sought  my  door  m  vain ; 

I  have  kept  my  fealty  good 

To  the  human  brotherhood  ; 

Scarcely  have  I  asked  in  prayer 

That  which  others  might  not  share. 

I,  who  hear  with  secret  shame 

Praise  that  paineth  more  than  blarney 

Rich  alone  in  fovors  lent, 

Virtuous  by  accident, 

Doubtfril  where  1  fain  would  rrst. 

Frailest  where  I  seem  the  best. 

Only  strong  for  lack  of  test,  — 

What  am  1«  that  I  should  press 

Special  pleas  of  selfishness. 

Coolly  mounting  into  heaven 

On  my  neighbor  unforgiven  ? 

Ne'er  to  me,  howe'er  disguised. 

Comes  a  saint  unrecognized ; 

Never  fails  my  heart  to  greet 

Noble  deed  with  warmer  beat ; 

Halt  and  maimed,  I  own  not  less 

All  the  grace  of  holiness ; 

Nor,  through  shame  or  self-distrust. 

Less  I  love  the  pure  and  just. 

Lord,  forgive  these  words  of  mine : 

What  have  I  that  is  not  Thine? — 

Whatsoe'er  I  fain  would  boast 

Needs  T\\y  pitying  pardon  most 

Thou,  O  Elder  Brother  !  who 

In  Thy  flesh  our  trial  knew. 

Thou,  who  hast  been  touched  by  these 

Our  most  sad  infirmities, 

Thou  alone  the  gulf  canst  span 

In  the  dual  heart  of  man. 

And  between  the  soul  and  sense 

Reconcile  all  diflference, 

Chanee  the  dream  of  me  and  mine 

For  the  truth  of  Thee  and  Thinew 
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And,  through  chaos,  doubt,  and  striliB, 
Interfu&e  Tnv  calm  of  life. 
Haplv,  thua  oy  Thee  renewed. 
In  Thy  borrowed  jgoodness  good. 
Some  aweet  mornmg  yet  in  God*a 
Dim,  xonian  periods, 
Joyful  I  shall  wake  to  see 
Those  I  love  who  rest  in  Thee, 
And  yo  them  in  Thee  allied 
Shall  my  soul  be  satisfied. 

Scarcely  Hope  hath  shapied  for  me 
What  tne  future  life  may  be. 
Other  lips  may  well  be  bold ; 
Like  the  publican  of  old, 
I  can  only  urge  the  plea, 
"  Lord,  1>Q  merciful  to  me  I  ** 
Nothing  of  desert  I  claim. 
Unto  me  belongeth  shame. 
Not  for  me  the  crowns  of  ^old, 
Palms,  and  harpings  manifold ; 
Not  for  erring  eye  and  feet 
Jasper  wall  and  golden  street. 
What  thou  wilt,  O  Father,  give  I 
All  is  gain  that  I  receive. 
If  my  voice  I  may  not  raise 
In  the  elders'  song  of  praise, 
if  1  may  not,  sin-defiled. 
Claim  my  birthright  as  a  child, 
Suffer  it  that  I  to  Thee 
As  an  hired  servant  be  ; 
Let  the  lowliest  task  be  mine, 
Grateful,  so  the  work  be  Thine ; 
Let  me  find  the  humblest  place 
In  the  shadow  of  Thy  grace : 
Blest  to  me  were  any  spot 
Where  temptation  whispers  not 
If  there  be  some  weaker  one. 
Give  me  strength  to  help  him  on ; 
If  a  blinder  soul  there  be, 
Let  me  guide  him  nearer  Thee. 
Make  my  mortal  dreams  come  tru^ 
With  the  work  I  &in  would  do  ; 
Clothe  with  life  the  weak  intent, 
Let  me  be  the  thing  I  meant ; 
Let  me  find  in  Thy  employ 
Peace  that  dearer  is  than  joy : 
Out  of  self  to  love  be  led 
And  to  heaven  acclimated. 
Until  all  things  sweet  and  good 
Seem  my  natural  habitude. 


So  we  read  the  prayer  of  him 
Who,  with  John  of  Labadie, 


Trod,  of  old,  the  oosy  rim 
OftheZuyderZee. 

Thua  did  Andrew  Rykmaa  pMpw 
Are  we  wiser,  better  grown. 

That  we  may  not,  ji  .m^  d»y. 
Make  his  prayer  our  ownr 


THE  CRY  or  A  IX>oT  ftOUL.»« 

In  that  black  foptst,  tkhere,  when  day 

is  done, 
With  a   snake's   stulnets  i^ides   th« 

Amazov 
Darkly  from  svn-MK  to  the  rising  sun, 

A  cry,  u  ot  tSe  pained  heart  ci  th« 

wood. 
The  long,  dctf^itttring  moan  of  soliturie 
And  dancn«««  .  li  the  absence  <A  aU 

good. 

Startles  the  iraveller,  with  a  aoand  sc 

drwat. 
So  xoW  f.{  Iiopeless  agony  and  fiear, 
Il'<'  tuAfL  kt<&nds  ttul  and  listens  like 

hid  ear. 

Itie  ruide,  as  if  he  heard  a  dead-bell 
toll, 

atarcs,  drops  his  oar  against  the  gun- 
wale s  thole, 

<!ros8es  himselfl  and  whispers,  "  A  lost 
soul  I " 

**  No,  Seftor,  not  a  bird.     I  know  it 

well,  — 
I*  is  the  pained  soul  of  some  infidel 
Or  cursed  heretic  that  cries  ffXMn  hdL 

"  Poor  fool  I    with  hope  still  mocking 

his  despair. 
He  wanders,  shrieking  on  the  midnight 

air 
Forhumanpity  and  for  Christian  prayer. 

'*  Saints  strike  him  dumb  I    Our  Holy 

Mother  hath 
No  prayer  for  him  who,  sinning  unto 

death, 
Bums  always  in  the  fiimace  of  God*t 

wrath  1" 


THE  RIVER  PATH, 


!♦• 


Thus  to  the  baptized  pagan's  cruel  lie, 
Lending  new  horror  to  that  mournful 

cry, 
The  voyager  listens,  making  no  reply. 

Dim  bums  the  boat-lamp :  shadows 
deepen  round. 

From  giant  trees  with  snake-like  creep- 
ers wound. 

And  the  black  water  glides  without  a 
sound. 

But  in  the  traveller's  heart  a  secret  sense 
Of  nature  plastic  to  benioi  intents. 
And  an  eternal  good  in  Providence, 

Lifts  to  the  starry  calm  of  heaven  his 

eyes  ; 
And  lo  1  rebuking  all  earth's  ominous 

cries, 
The  Cross  of  pardon  lights  the  tropic 

skies  I 

*'  Father  of  all  I "  he  urges  his  strong 

plea, 
**  Thou  lovest  all :  thy  erring  child  may 

be 
Lost  to  himself  but  never  lost  to  Thee  I 

*'  All  souls  are  Thine ;  the  wings  of 

morning  bear 
None  from  that  Presence  which  is  ev- 

ervwhere. 
Nor  hell  itself  can  hide,  for  Thou  art 

there. 

**  Through  sins  of  sense,  perversities  of 


ougn 
will. 


Through  doubt  and  pain,  through  guilt 

and  shame  and  ill. 
Thy  pitying  eye  is  on  Thy  creature  stilL 

**  Wilt  thou  not  make,  Eternal  Source 

and  Goal  1  • 

In  thy  long  years,  life's  broken  circle 

whole. 
And  change  to  praise  the  cry  of  a  lost 


ITALY. 

AcROsa  the  sea  I  heatd  the  groans 
Of  nations  ua  thv  intervals 


Of  wmd  and  wave.    Their  blood  and 

bones 
Cried  out  in  torture,  crushed  by  thrones. 
And  sucked  by  priestly  cannibals 

I  dreamed  of  freedom  slowly  gained 

By  martyr  meekness,  pauence,  fzdtn 
Ana  lo !  an  athlete  grimly  stained. 
With  corded  muscles  battle-strained, 
Shouting  it  from  the  fields  of  death 

I  turn  me,  awe-struck,  from  the  sight 
Among  theclaroorin^thousandsmut& 
I  only  know  that  God  is  right. 
And  that  the  children  of  the  lieht 
Shall  tread  the  darkness  uncur  foot 

I  know  the  pent  fire  heaves  its  crust, 
That  sultry  skies  the  bolt  will  form 
To  smite  them  clear ;  that  Nature  must 
The  balance  of  her  powers  adjust. 
Though  with  the  earthquake  and  the 
storm. 

God  reigns,  and  let  the  earth  rejoice  I 
I  bow  before  His  sterner  plan. 

Dumb  are  the  organs  of  my  choice ; 

He  speaks  in  battle's  stormy  voice. 
His  praise  is  in  the  wrath  of  man  I 

Yet,  surely  as  He  lives,  the  dav 

Of  peace  He  promised  shall  be  ours. 
To  fold  the  flags  of  war,  and  lay 
Its  sword  and  spear  to  rust  away. 
And  sow  its  gnastly  fields  with  flow- 
ers! 


THE  RIVER  PATH. 

No  bird-song  floated  down  the  hill. 
The  tangled  bank  below  was  still ; 

No  rustle  from  the  birchen  stem, 
No  ripple  from  the  water's  hem. 

The  dusk  of  twDight  round  us  grew. 
We  felt  the  £dling  of  the  dew ; 

For,  from  us,  ere  the  day  was  done, 
The  wooded  hills  shut  out  the  sun. 
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But  oo  the  liter's  fiurther  side 
We  saw  the  hill-tops  glorified,  — 

A  tender  glow,  exceeding  fiur, 
A  dream  of  day  without  its  glare. 

With  us  the  damp,  the  chill,  the  i^oom  : 
With  them  the  sunset's  fx>sy  bloom  ; 

While  dark,  through  willowy  vistas  seen. 
The  river  rolled  in  shade  between. 

From  out  the  darkness  where  we  trod, 
We  gaxed  upon  those  hills  of  God, 

Whose  light  seemed  not  of  moon  or  sun. 
We  spake  not,  but  our  thought  was  one. 

We  paused,  as  if  from  that  bright  shore 
Beckoned  our  dev  ones  gone  oefore  ; 

And  stilled  our  beating  hearts  to  hear 
The  voices  lost  to  mortal  ear  1 

Sudden  our  pathway  turned  from  night ; 
The  hills  swung  open  to  the  light ; 

Through  their  green  gates  the  sunshroe 

showed, 
A  long,  slant  splendordownward  flowed. 

Down  glade  andglen  and  bank  it  rolled ; 
It  bridged  the  shaded  stream  with  gold  ; 

And,  borne  on  piers  of  mist,  allied 
The  shadowy  with  the  sunlit  side  1 

"  So,"  prayed  we,  "  when  our  feet  draw 

near 
Tbe  river  dark,  with  mortal  fear, 

**  And  the  night  coroeth  chill  with  dew, 
O  Father  I  let  thy  light  break  through  I 

"  So  let  the  hills  of  doubt  divide. 
So  bridge  with  faith  the  sunless  tide  I 

*'  So  let  the  eves  that  fail  on  earth 
On  thy  eternal  hills  look  forth ; 

"  And  in  thy  beckoning  angels  know 
The  d'^arones  whom  we  loved  below  I " 
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O,  THiCKBR,  deeper,  darker  growing. 
The  solemn  vista  to  the  tomb 

Must  know  henceforth  another  shadow 
And  give  another  cypress  room. 

In  love  smpasaing  that  of  brothers. 
We  walked,  O  friend,  frx>m  child- 
hood's day ; 

And,  looking  back  o'er  fifty  summers. 
Our  footprints  track  a  common  way. 

One  in  our  fiuth,  and  one  our  longing 
To  make  the  world  within  our  reach 

Somewhat  the  better  for  our  Kving, 
And  ^dder  for  our  human  speech. 

Thou  heard*  St  with  me  the  &r^iff  voices, 
The  old  beguiling  song  of  fione, 

But  life  to  thee  was  warm  and  pcesent. 
And  love  was  better  than  a  name. 

Tohomely  jovs  andloves  and  friendsfaipt 
Thy  genial  nature  fondly  clung ; 

And  so  the  shadow  on  the  dial 
Ran  back  and  left  thee  always  yoang. 

And  who  could  blame  the  generoua 
weakness 
Which,  only  to  thyself  unjust, 
So  overprizea  tbe  worth  of  others, 
And  dwarfed  thy  own  with  selMia- 
trust? 

All  hearts  grew  warmer  in  the  presence 
Of  one  who,  seeking  not  his  own. 

Gave  freely  for  the  love  of  giving. 
Nor  reaped  for  self  the  harvest  sown. 

Thy  greeting  smile  was   pledge   and 
prelude 
Of  generous  deeds  and  kindly  words : 
In  thy  large  heart  were  fiiir  guest-cham- 
bers, 
Open  to  sunrise  and  the  binb  i 

The  task  was  thine  to  mould  and  fiuhion 
Life's  plastic  newoess  into  grace : 

To  make  the  boyish  heart  heroic. 
And  light  with  thought  the  maiden's 
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O'er  all  the  land,  in  town  and  prairie. 
With  bended    heads   of  mournings 
stand 

The  living  forms  that  owe  their  beauty 
And  fitness  to  thy  shaping  hand. 

Thy  call  has  come  in  ripened  manhood, 
The  noonday  calm  ofheart  and  mind. 

While  I,  who  dreamed  of  thy  remaining 
To  mourn  me,  linger  still  behind : 

Live  on,  to  own,  with  self-upbraiding, 
A  debt  of  love  still  due  from  me,  — 

The  vain  remembrance  of  occasions. 
Forever  lost,  of  serving  thee. 

It  was  not  mine  among  thy  kindred 
To  join  the  silent  funeral  prayers, 

Bot  all  that  long  sad  day  of  summer 
My  tears  of  mourning  dropped  with 
tbeizs. 

lU  day  the  sea-waves  sobbed  with  sor- 
row. 

The  birds  forgot  their  merry  trills : 
All  day  (  heard  the  pines  lamenting 

With  thine  upon  thy  homestead  mils. 

Green  be  those  hillside  pines  forever, 
And  green  the  meadowy  lowlands  be. 

And  green  the  old  memorial  beeches, 
Name-carven  in  the  woods  of  Lee  I 

Still  let  them  greet  thy  life  companions 
Who  thither  turn  their  pilgrim  feet. 

In  every  mossy  line  recalhng 
A  tender  memory  sadly  sweet 

O  fnend !  if  thought  and  sense  avail  not 
To  know  thee  henceforth  as  thou  art. 

That  all  is  well  with  thee  forever 
I  trust  the  instincts  of  my  hearL 

Thine  be  the  quiet  habitations. 
Thine  the  green  pastures,  blossom- 
sown. 

And  smiles  of  saintly  recognition. 
As  sweet  and  tender  as  thy  own. 


Thou 


Gom*st  not  fixmi  the  hush  and 
shadow 
To  meet  us,  but  to  thee  we  come  ; 
With  thee  we  never  can  be  strangers. 
And  where  thou  art  must  still  be  home. 


HYMN, 

SUNG  AT  CHRISTMAS    BV  THB  SCHOI  • 

AKS  OP  ST.  Helena's  island,  s.c 

O  NONE  in  all  the  world  before 

Were  ever  glad  as  we  I 
We  're  free  on  Carolina's  shore. 

We  're  all  at  home  and  free. 

Thou  Friend  and  Helper  of  the  poor. 

Who  suffered  for  our  sake. 
To  open  every  prison  door, 

And  every  yoke  to  break  I 

Bend  low  thy  pitying  face  and  mild. 
And  help  us  sing  and  pray ; 

The  hand  that  blessed  the  little  child. 
Upon  our  foreheads  lay. 

We  hear  no  more  the  driver's  horn. 

No  more  the  whip  we  fear. 
This  holy  day  that  saw  thee  bom 

Was  never  half  so  dear. 

The  very  oaks  are  greener  clad. 

The  waters  brighter  smile : 
O  never  shone  a  day  so  glad 

On  sweet  St  Helen's  Isle. 

We  praise  thee  in  our  songs  to-day, 

To  thee  in  prayer  we  caB, 
Make  swift  the  feet  and  straight  the  way 

Of  freedom  unto  all. 

Come  once  a^in,  O  blessed  Lord  I 

Come  walkmj;  on  the  sea  ! 
And  let  the  main-lands  hear  the  word 

That  sets  the  blands  free  I 
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**  Ab  the  Spiriti  of  DarkneM  be  atronger  in  the  dark,  to  Good  Spiiiti  which  hf.  Aagrlt  of 
Ujdit  ue  augmented  not  only  by  the  Divine  li^ht  of  the  Bun,  but  alao  hr  our  codiaob 
V  Vood  Fire  i  and  aa  the  Celeetial  1-lre  drives  away  dai^  spiriti,  eo  also  tnli  our  Ifire  ot 
Wood  doth  the  same.** 

Cob.  Aokippa,  OcaOt  PAtlo«opAy,  Book  I.  chap.  t. 


^  Announced  by  all  the  tnimpete  ofthe  sl^. 
Arrives  the  snow  t  and,  driving  o'er  the  fields. 
Seems  nowhere  to  alight ;  the  whited  air 
Hides  hiils  and  woods,  the  river  and  the  heaven. 
And  veds  the  fkrm-house  at  the  garden's  end. 
The  sled  and  traveller  stopped,  the  courier's  fcet 
Delayed,  all  friends  shut  out,  the  housemates  sit 
Around  the  radiant  fireplace,  enclosed 
Id  a  tumultuous  privacy  of  storm.** 
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This  sun  that  brief  December  day 
Rose  cheerlera  over  hills  of  gray, 
And,  darkly  circled,  gave  at  noon 
A  sadder  light  than  waning  moon. 
Slow  tracing  down  the  thicKening  sky 
Its  mute  and  ominous  prophecy, 
A  portent  seeming  less  than  threat, 
It  sank  from  sight  before  it  set. 
A  chill  no  coat,  however  stout. 
Of  homespun  stuff  could  quite  shut  out, 
A  hard,  dull  bitterness  of  cold, 
That  checked,  mid-vein,  the  circling 

race 
Of  life-blood  in  the  sharpened  face, 
fhe  coming  of  the  snow-sturm  told. 
The  wind  blew  east :  we  heard  the  roar 
Of  Ocean  on  his  wintry  shore, 
And  felt  the  strong  pulse  throbbing 

there 
Beat  with  low  rhythm  our  inland  air. 

Meanwhile  we  did  our  nightly  chores,  — 
Brought  in  tlie  wood  from  out  of  doora, 
Littered  the  stalls,  and  from  the  mows 
Raked  down  the  herd's-grass  for  the 

cows : 
Heard  the  horse  whinnying  for    his 

com ;  - 
And,  sharply  clashing  horn  on  horn. 
Impatient  down  the  stanchion  rows 
The  cattle  shake  their  walnut  bows; 
While,  peering  from  his  early  perch 
Upon  the  scanold's  pole  of  birch. 
The  cock  his  crested  helmet  bent 
And  down  his  querulous  challenge  sent. 

Unwarmed  by  any  sunset  light 
The  gray  day  darkened  into  night, 
A  night  made  hoaiy  with  the^  swarm 
And  whirl -dance  of  the  blinding  stormy 
As  sigzag  wavering  to  and  fro 


Crossed   and    recrotsed    the   wingM 

snow : 
And  ere  the  early  bedtime  came 
The  white  drift  piled  the  window-frame, 
And  through  the  glass  the  clothes-line 

posts 
Looked  in  like  tall  and  sheeted  ghosts. 

So  all  night  long  the  storm  roared  on  : 

The  morning  broke  without  a  sun; 

In  tiny  spherule  traced  with  lines 

Of  Nature's  geometric  signs, 

In  starry  flake,  and  pellicle. 

All  day  the  hoary  meteor  fell ; 

And,  when  the  second  morning  shone. 

We  looked  upon  a  world  tmknown. 

On  nothing  we  could  call  our  own. 

Around  the  glistening  wonder  bent 

The  blue  wails  of  the  firmament, 

No  cloud  above,  no  earth  below,  — 

A  universe  of  sky  and  snow  1 

The  old  familiar  sights  of  ours 

Took  marvellous  shapes;  strangedomes 

and  towers 
Rose  up  where  sty  or  com-crib  stood. 
Or  garden  wall,  or  belt  of  wood  ; 
A  smooth  white  mound  the  brush-pile 

showed, 
A  fenceless  drift  what  once  was  road  ; 
The  bridle-post  an  old  man  sat 
With  loose-flung  coat  and  high  cocked 

hat: 
The  well-curb  had  a  Chinese  roof; 
And  even  the  long  sweep,  high  aloof. 
In  its  slant  splendor,  seemed  to  tell 
Of  Pisa's  leaning  miracle. 

A  prompt,  decisive  man,  no  breath 
Our  father  wasted  :  "  Boys,  a  paih  ! " 
Well  pleased,  (for  when  did  farmer  bo^r 
Count  such  a  summons  less  than  jov  ?* 
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Ot:r  bu'.l;ir.',  on  our  fcrt  wc  drew; 
With  n.::tcncd  hands  and  cap-s  dra»Ti 

low, 
To  guard  our  necks  and  cars  from 

Wc  cut  the  solid  whiteness  through. 
And,  where  the  driu  was  deepest,  made 
A  tunnel  wailed  and  overbid 
With  dazzlinc  crystal  :  we  had  read 
Of  rare  Aladdin's  wondrous  cave, 
And  to  our  own  his  name  we  gave, 
\V  iih  many  a  wish  the  luck  were  ours 
To  test  his  lamp's  sui)crnal  jxiwers. 
Wc  reached  the  barn  with  merry  din. 
And  roused  the  prisoned  brutes  within. 
The  old  horse  thrust  his  lonj;  head  out. 
And  grave  with  wonder  gazed  about ; 
The  Cfx;k  his  lusty  greeting  said. 
And  forth  his  speckled  harem  led; 
The  oxen  lashed  their  tails,  and  hooked, 
And  mild  reproach  of  hunger  looked  ; 
'Ihe  homed  patriarch  of  the  sheep, 
Like  Kcvpt's  Amiin  roused  from  sleep, 
.SIu)ok  lus  sa.:e  head  with  gesture  mute. 
And  emphasized  with  stamp  of  fooL 

All  day  the  gusty  north-wind  bore 
The  l(M)s<.ning  drift  its  breath  before; 
l^>w  circling  round  its  southern  Jtone, 
The   sun    through   dazzling  snow-mist 

shone. 
No  church-bell  lent  its  Chri«5tian  tone 
'["o  the  savage  air,  no  social  smoke 
Curled  over  woods  of  snow-hung  oak. 
A  viliiudc  made  more  intense 
By  dreary-voiced  elements. 
The  shrieking  of  the  mindless  w^ind, 
The    mo;ining     tree-boughs     swaying 

blind. 
And  on  the  glass  the  unmeaning  beat 
Of  gho«stIv  finger-tips  of  sleet. 
Heyond  the  circle  of  our  hearth 
No  welcome  sound  of  toil  or  mirth 
Unbound  the  spell,  and  testified 
Of  human  life  and  thought  outside. 
"We  minded  that  the  shar[)est  ear 
The  buried  brooklet  could  not  hear, 
'Ihe  music  of  whose  liquid  lip 
Had  been  to  us  companionship. 
And,  in  our  lonely  life,  had  grown 
To  have  an  almost  human  tone. 

As  night  drew  on,  and,  from  the  crest 
Of  wooded  knolls  that  ridged  the  west, 


)    The  Tvn,  a  snow-blown  traveller,  sank 
I    Irom    sljht  beneath  the   smocberinx 

bank, 
I    We  piled,  with  care,  owr  nightly  stack 
I    Of  wckkI  ag^iinst  the  chimney-back. — 
The  oaken  log,  green,  hu~e,  and  thick, 
I    And  on  its  top  the  stout  back-stick ; 
1  he  knotty  tbrestick  laid  apart. 
And  u.ied  between  with  curious  art 
The  ragged  brush  ;  then,  hovering  near, 
Wc  w-.-.:ched  the  first  red  bbue  appear. 
Heard  the  sharp  crackle,  caoght  the 

gleam 
On  whitewashed  wall  and  sagging  beam. 
Until  the  old,  nide-fumished  mom 
Burst,  flower-like,  into  rosy  bloom  ; 
While  radiant-^-ith  a  mimic  flame 
C)uiside  the  sparkling  drift  became. 
And  through  the  bare-boughed  Blae* 

tree 
Our  own  warm  hearth  seemed  blazing 

free. 
The    crane    and    pendent    trammels 

showed. 
The  Turks'  heads   on   the   ^ndiroos 

glowed : 
While  childish  fancy,  prompt  to  tell 
The  meaning  of  tlie  miracle. 
Whispered  the   old  rhyme :    **  Umder 

tfu  treCy 
When  fire  outdoors  burnt  merrily^ 
Thtrt'tfu  wUchts  are  making  Ua.^* 

The  moon  above  the  eastern  wood  "' 
Shone  at  its  full ;  the  hill-range  stood 
Transfigured  in  the  silver  flood, 
I  ts  blown  snows  flashing  cold  and  keen. 
Dead  white,  save  where  some  sha/p 

ravine 
Took  shadow,  or  the  sombre  green 
Of  hemlocks  turned  to  pitchy  black 
Against  the  whiteness  at  thenr  back. 
For  such  a  world  and  such  a  night 
Most  fitting  that  unwarming  lijpht. 
Which  only  seemed  where'er  it  fell 
To  make  tne  coldness  visible. 

Shut  in  from  all  the  world  without. 
We  sat  the  dean-winged  hearth  about 
Content  to  let  the  north-wind  roar 
In  baffled  rage  at  pane  and  door, 
While  the  red  logs  before  us  beat 
The  frost -line  back  with  tropic  heat; 
And  ever,  when  a  louder  blast 
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Shook  beam  and  rafter  as  it  passed. 
The  merrier  up  its  roaring  draught 
The    great   throat   ol     the    chimney 

laughed, 
The  house-dog  on  his  ptaws  out^read 
Laid  to  the  fire  his  drowsy  head, 
The  cat's  dark  silhouette  on  the  wall 
A  coucharit  tiger's  seemed  to  fall ; 
And,  for  the  winter  fireside  meet, 
Between  the  andirons'  straddling  feet, 
The  mug  of  cider  simmered  slow, 
The  apples  sputtered  in  a  row, 
And,  close  at  hand,  the  basket  stood 
With  nuts  from  brown  October's  wood. 

•^iVhat  matter  how  the  night  behaved  ? 
What    matter    how    the    north-wind 

raved  ? 
Blow  high,  blow  low,  not  all  its  snow 
Could  Quench  our  hearth-fire's  ruddy 

glow. 
O  Time  and  Change  I  —  with  hair  as 

gray 
As  was  my  sire's  that  winter  day, 
How  strange  it  seems,  with  so  much 

gone 
Of  life  and  love,  to  still  live  on  ! 
Ah,  brother !  only  I  and  thou 
Are  left  of  all  that  circle  now,  — 
llie  dear  home  faces  whereupon 
That  fitful  firelight  paled  and  shone. 
Henceforward,  listen  as  we  will, 
The  voices  of  that  hearth  are  still  ; 
Look  where  we  may,  the  wide  earth 

o*er. 
Those  lighted  faces  smile  no  more. 
We  tread  the  paths  their  feet    have 

worn. 
We  sit  beneath  their  orchard- trees. 
We  hear,  Hkelhem,  the  hum  of  bees 
And  rustle  of  the  bladed  com  : 
We  turn  the  p^es  that  the^  read, 

Their  written  words  we  linger  o'er, 
But  in  the  sun  they  cast  no  shade. 
No  voice  is  heard,  no  sign  is  made. 
No  step  is  on  the  conscious  floor  t 
Vet  Love  will  dream,  and  Faith  will 

trust, 
(Since  He  who  knows  our  need  is  just,) 
That  somehow,  somewhere,  meet  we 

must. 
Alas  for  him  who  never  sees 
The  stars  shine  through  his  cypreat- 

treesi 
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Who.  hopeless,  lavs  his  dead  away, 
Nor  looks  to  see  the  breaking  day 
Across  the  mournful  marbles  play  I 
Who  hath  not  learned,  in  hours  of  faith, 

The  truth  to  flesh  and  sense  unknown, 
That  Life  is  ever  lord  of  Death, 

And  Love  can  never  lose  its  own  1 

We  sped  the  time  with  stories  old. 
Wrought  puzzles  out,  and  riddles  told. 
Or  stammered  from  our  school-book 

lore 
"  The  Chief  of  Gambia's  golden  shore." 
How  often  since,  when  all  the  land 
Was  clay  in  Slavery's  shaping  hand. 
As  if  a  trumpet  called,  I  've  heard 
Dame  Mercy  Warren's  rousing  word  : 
**  Does  tut  the  voice  o/"  reason  cry^ 

Claim  the  first  right  which  Nature 
gave. 
From  the  red  scourge  of  bondage  fiy^ 

Nor  deign  to  live  a  burdened  stave  I** 
Our  father  rode  again  his  ride 
On  Memphremagog's  wooded  side  ; 
Sat  down  again  to  moose  and  samp 
In  trapper's  hut  and  Indian  camp; 
Lived  o'er  the  old  idyllic  ease 
Beneath  St.  Francois'  hemlock-  trees ; 
Again  for  him  the  moonlight  shone 
On  Norman  cap  and  bodiced  zone  ; 
Acrain  he  heard  the  violin  play 
Which  led  the  village  dance  away, 
And  mingled  in  its  merry  whirl 
The  grandam  and  the  laughing  girl. 
Or.  nearer  home,  our  steps  he  led 
Where  Salisbury's  level  marshes  spread 

Mile- wide  as  flies  the  laden  bee ; 
Where  merry  mowers,  hale  and  strong, 
Swept,  scythe  on  scythe,  their  swaths 
along 

The  low  green  prairies  of  the  sea. 
We  shared  the  fisninc  ofi*  Boar's  Head, 

And  round  the  rocky  Isles  of  Shoah 

The    hake-broil   on  the   drift-wood 
coals : 
The  chowder  on  the  sand-beach  made, 
Dipped  by  the  hungry,  steaming  hot, 
Witn  spoons  of  clam-shell  from  the  poL 
We  heard  the  tales  of  witchcraft  old, 
And  dream  and  sign  and  marvel  told 
To  sleepy  listeners  as  they  lay 
Stretched  idly  on  the  salted  hay, 
Adrift  along  the  winding  shores. 
When  favoring  breezes  deigned  to  blow 
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The  square  sail  of  the  gundelow 
And  idle  lay  the  useless  oars. 

Our  mother,  while  she  turned  her  wheel 
Or  run  the  new-knit  stocking- heel, 
Told  how  the  Indian  hordes carae  down 
At  midnight  on  Cochecho  town. 
And  how  her  own  great- uncle  bore 
His  cruel  scalp-mark  to  fourscore. 
Recalling,  in  her  fitting  phrase, 
So  rich  and  picturesque  and  free, 
(The  common  unrhymed  poetry 
Of  simple  life  and  country  ways,) 
The  sior>'  of  her  early  days,  — 
She  made  us  welcome  to  her  home  ; 
Old  hearths  grew  wide  to  give  us  room  ; 
We  stole  with  her  a  frightened  look 
At  the  gray  wixard's  conjuring-book. 
The  fame  whereof  went  far  and  wide 
Through  all  the  simple  country  side ; 
We  heard  the  hawks  at  twilight  play, 
The  boat-horn  on  Piscataqua, 
The  loon's  weird  laughter  far  away  ; 
We  fished  her  little  trout-brook,  knew 
What  tlowers  in  woodand  meadow  grew, 
W'hai  sunny  hillsides  autumn-brown 
Sheclimbedto  shake  the  ripenutsdown, 
Saw  where  in  sheltered  cove  and  bay 
The  ducks'  black  squadron  anchored 

lay, 
And  heard  the  wild-geese  calling  loud 
beneath  the  gray  November  cloud. 

Then,  haply,  with  a  look  more  grave, 
And  soberer  tone,  some  tale  she  gave 
From  painful  Sewell's  ancient  tome, 
Beloved  in  every  Quaker  home, 
Of  faith  fire-win'pcd  by  martyrdom. 
Or  Chalklev's  Journal,  oldandquaint,— 
Gentlest  of  skippers,  rare  sea-saint  !  — 
Who,  when  the  dreary  calms  prevailed. 
And  water-butt  and  bread-cask  failed, 
And  cruel,  hungry  eyes  pursued 
His  portly  presence  maci  for  food, 
With  dark  hints  muttered  under  breath 
Of  casting  lots  for  life  or  death, 
Offered,  if  Heaven  withheld  supplies. 
To  be  himself  the  sacrifice. 
1  hen,  suddenly,  as  if  to  save 
I  he  gwxl  man  from  his  living  grave, 
A  npple  on  the  water  grew, 
A  school  of  porpoise  flashed  in  view, 
lake,  eat,  'he  said,  "and  be  content ; 
4  ne»c  hshea  i**  n»y  stead  are  sent 


By  Him  who  gave  the  tanked  ram 
To  spare  the  child  of  AbraSiam.** 

Our  undej  innocent  of  books. 
Was  rich  in  lore  of  fields  and  braoka, 
I'be  ancient  teachers  never  dumb 
Of  Nature's  unhoused  lyceum. 
In  moons  and  tides  and  weather  vise^ 
He  read  the  clouds  as  prophecies, 
And  foul  Oft  foir  could  well  divine. 
By  many  an  occult  hint  and  sign. 
Holding  the  cuiming-warded  keys 
To  all  the  woodcraft  mysteries  ; 
Himself  to  Nature's  heart  so  near 
That  all  her  voices  in  his  ear 
Of  beast  or  bird  had  meanings  clear. 
Like  ApoUonius  of  old. 
Who  knew  the  tales  the  sparrows  told 
Or  Hermes,  who  interpreted 
What  the  sa^e  cranes  of  Nilus  said ; 
A  simple,  guileless,  childlike  man. 
Content  to  live  where  life  began  : 
Strong  only  on  his  native  ground 
The  little  world  of  sights  and  sounds 
Whose  girdle  was  the  parish  bounds, 
Whereof  his  fondly  partial  pride 
The  common  features  magnified, 
As  Surrey  hills  to  mountains  grew 
In  While  of  Selbome's  loving  view,  — 
He  told  how  teal  and  loon  he  shot. 
And  how  the  eagle's  eg^s  he  got, 
llie  feats  on  pond  and  nver  done. 
The  prodigies  of  rod  and  gun ; 
Till,  warromg  with  the  tales  he  told. 
Forgotten  was  the  outside  o^d, 
The  bitter  wind  unheeded  blew, 
From  ripening  com  the  pigeons  flew, 
The  partridge  drummed  i'  the  wood 

the  mink 
Went  fishing  down  the  river-brink. 
In  fields  with  bean  or  clover  gay. 
The  woodchuck,  like  a  hermit  pay, 

Peered  from  the  doorway  of  his  cell , 
The  muskrat  plied  the  mason*s  trade, 
And  tier  Dy  tier  his  mud-walls  laid  : 
And  from  the  shagbark  overhead 

The  grizzled  squirrel  droppedhisshelK 

Next,  the  dear  aunt,  whose  anile  ol 

cheer 
And  voice  in  dreams  I  see  and  hear,  — 
The  sweetest  woman  ever  Fate 
Perverse  denied  a  household  mate, 
Who,  lonely,  homeless,  not  the 
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Foand  peace  in  \o\^  s  unselfishness, 
And  welcome  whcresoe'er  she  went, 
A  calm  and  gracious  element. 
Whose  presence  seemed  the  sweet  in- 
come 
And  womanly  atmosphere  of  home,  — 
Called  up  her  girlhood  memories, 
The  husking  and  the  apple-bees, 
The  sleigh-rides  and  the  summer  sails. 
Weaving  through  all  the  poor  details 
And  homespun  warp  of  circumstance 
A  golden  woof-thread  of  romance. 
For  well  she  kept  her  i^enial  mood 
And  simple  faith  of  maidenhood ; 
Before  her  still  a  cloud-land  lay, 
The  mirage  loomed  across  her  way  ; 
The  morning  dew,  that  dries  so  soon 
With  others,  glistened  at  her  noon  : 
Through  years  of  toil  and  soil  and  care, 
From  glossy  tress  to  thin  gray  hair, 
All  unprofiined  she  held  apart 
The  virgin  fancies  of  the  heart. 
Be  shame  to  him  of  woman  bom 
Who  hath  for  such  but  thought  of  scorn. 

There,  too,  our  elder  sister  plied 
Her  evening  task  the  stand  oeside ; 
A  full,  rich  nature,  free  to  trust. 
Truthful  and  almost  sternly  just. 
Impulsive,  earnest,  prompt  to  act, 
And  make  her  generous  tnou^ht  a  fiict, 
Keeping  with  many  a  light  diq;uise 
The  secret  of  self-sacrifice. 
O  heart  sore-tried  I  thou  hast  the  best 
That  Heaven  itself  could  give  thee,  — 

rest. 
Rest  from  all  bitter  thoughts  and  things! 
How  many  a  poor  one  s  blessing  went 
With  thee  beneath  the  lo.w  green  tent 
Whose  curtain  never  outward  swings  1 

As  one  who  held  herself  a  part 
Of  all  she  saw,  and  let  her  neart 

Against  the  household  bosom  lean, 
Upon  the  motley-braided  mat 
Our  youngest  and  our  dearest  sat. 
Lifting  her  large,  sweet,  asking  eyes. 

Now  bathed  within  the  fadeless  green 
And  holy  peace  of  Paradise. 
O,  looking  from  some  heavenly  hill, 

Or  from  the  shade  of  saintly  palms, 

Or  silver  reach  of  river  calms. 
Do  those  large  eyes  behold  me  still  ? 
With  tne  one  little  year  ago  :  ^- 


The  chill  weight  of  the  winter  snow  ^ 

For  months  upon  her  grave  has  iain ; 
And  now,  when  summer  south-winds 
blow 

And  brier  and  harebell  bloom  again, 
I  tread  the  pleasant  paths  we  trod, 
I  see  the  violet-sprinkled  sod 
Whereon  she  leaned,  too  firail  and  weak 
The  hillside  flowers  she  loved  to  seek. 
Yet  following  me  where'er  I  went 
With  dark  eyes  full  of  love's  content. 
The  birds  are  glad  ;  the  brier-rose  filb 
The  air  with  sweetness ;  all  the  hills 
Stretch  green  to  June's  unclouded  sky ; 
But  still  I  wait  with  ear  and  eve 
For  something  gone  which  should  be 

nigh, 
A  loss  in  all  familiar  things. 
In  flower  that  blooms,  and  bird  that 

sings. 
And   yet,    dear  heart!   remembering 
thee, 

Am  I  not  richer  than  of  old? 
Safe  in  thy  immortality, 

What  change  can  reach  the  wealth  I 
hold? 

What  chance  pan  mar  the  pearl  and 
gold 
Thy  love  hath  liefl  in  trust  with  me? 
And  while  in  life's  late  afternoon. 

Where  cool  and  long  the  shadows 
grow, 
I  walk  to  meet  the  night  that  soon 

Shall  shape  and  shadow  overflow, 
I  cannot  feel  that  thou  art  far. 
Since  near  at  need  the  angels  are ; 
And  when  the  sunset  gates  unbar. 

Shall  I  not  see  thee  waiting  stand. 
And,  white  against  the  evening  star. 

The  welcome  of  thy  beckoning  hand  ? 

Brisk  wielder  of  the  birch  and  rule, 
The  master  of  the  district  school 
Held  at  the  fire  his  favored  place. 
Its  warm  glow  lit  a  laughing  face 
Fresh-hued  and  fair,  where  scarce  ap- 
peared 
The  uncertain  prophecy  of  beard. 
He  teased  the  mitten-blinded  cat. 
Played  cross-pins  on  my  uncle's  hat. 
Sang  songs,  and  told  us  what  befalls 
In  classic  Dartmouth's  college  halls. 
Bom  the  wild  Northern  hills  among. 
From  whence  his  yeoman  fitther  wrunf 
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By  patient  toil  subsistence  scant, 
Not  competence  and  yet  not  want, 
He  early  pained  the  power  to  pay 
His  cheerful,  sclt-rehant  way  ; 
Could  dolTat  ease  his  .-^holar's  gown 
To  peddle  wares  from  town  to  town  : 
Or  through  the  lone  vacation's  reach 
In  lonely  lowland  districts  teach, 
Where  all  the  droll  experience  found 
At  stranger  hearths  in  boarding  romid. 
The  moonlit  skater's  keen  delight. 
The    sleiph-drive   through   the    frosty 

night, 
The  rustic  party,  with  its  rough 
Accompaniment  of  blind-man's-buflT, 
And  whirling  plate,  and  forfeits  paid. 
His  winter  task  a  pastime  made. 
Happy  the  snow-locked  homes  wherein 
He  tuned  his  merry  violin, 
Or  played  the  athlete  in  the  bam, 
Or  ncid  the  gCKid  dame's  winding-j'am, 
Or  mirth-provoking  versions  told 
Of  classic  legends  rare  and  old, 
Wherein    the    scenes  of   Greece  and 

Rome 
Had  all  the  commonplace  of  home. 
And  little  seemed  at  best  the  odds 
*Twixt  Yankee  pedlers  and  old  gods  ; 
Where  Pindus-bom  Araxes  took 
The  guise  of  any  grist-mill  brook. 
And  dread  Olymnus  at  his  will 
Became  a  huckleberry  hill. 

A  careless  boy  that  night  he  seemed  ; 

But  at  his  nesk  he  had  the  look 
And  air  of  one  who  wisely  schemed, 
And  ho'stace  from  the  future  took 
In  trained  thought  and  lore  of  book. 
Large-brained,  clear-eyed,—  of  such  as 

he 
Shall  Freedom's  young  apostles  be, 
Who,  following  in  War's  bloody  trail. 
Shall  every  lingering  wrong  assail  : 
All  chains  from  limb  and  spirit  strike, 
Uplift  the  black  and  white  alike ; 
Scatter  before  their  swift  advance 
The  darkness  and  the  ignorance, 
The  pride,  the  lust,  the  squalid  sloth. 
Which  nurtured  Treason's  monstrous 

growth. 
Made  murder  pastime,  and  the  heR 
Of  prison -torture  possible  ; 
The  cruel  lie  of  caste  refute. 
Old  forms  remould,  and  substitute 


For  Slavery's  lash  the  freeman's  wiH. 

For  blind  routine,  wise-handed  skill ;     • 

A  school-house  plant  on  every  hill, 

Stretching  in  radiate  nerve-lines  tl^ce 

l"he  quick  wires  of  intelligence  ; 

Till  North  and  South  together  brought 

Shall  own  the  same  electric  thought. 

In  peace  a  common  flag  salute. 

And,  side  by  side  in  labor's  free 

And  unrescntful  rivalry, 

Harvest  the  fields  wherein  they  fought 

Another  guest  that  winter  night 
Flashed  back  from  lustrous  eyes  the 

Hgbt. 
Unmarked  bv  time,  and  yet  not  young. 
The  honeyed  music  of  her  tongue 
And  wonJs  of  meekness  scarcely  told 
A  nature  passionate  and  bold^ 
Strong,  self-concentred, spuming  guide. 
Its  milder  features  dwarted  beside 
Her  unbent  will's  majestic  pride. 
She  sat  amc.ig  us,  at  the  best, 
A  not  unfeared,  half-welcome  guest. 
Rebuking  with  her  cultured  phrase 
Our  homeliness  of  words  and  waj's. 
A  certain  pard-like,  treacherous  grace 

Swayed  the  lithe  limbs  and  drooped 
the  lash, 

Lent  the  white  teeth  their  daxzlioK 
flash  ; 

And  under  low  brows,  black  with 
night, 

Rayed   out   at   times   a  dangemua 
light: 
The  sharp  heat-lightnings  of  her  fiice    \ 
Presaging  ill  to  him  whom  Fate 
Condemned  to^  share  her  love  or  hate. 
A  woman  tropical,  intense  ' 

In  thought  and  act,  in  soul  and  sense,  ' 
She  blended  in  a  like  degree 
The  vixen  and  the  devotee, 
Revealing  with  each  freak  or  fiiint 

The  terajjer  of  Petruchio's  Kate,       i 
The  raptures  of  Siena's  saint. 
Her  tapering  hand  and  rounded  wrist 
Had  facile  power  to  form  a  fist : 
The  warm,  dark  languish  of  her  eyes 
Was  never  safe  from  wrath's  surprise. 
Brows  saintly  calm  and  lips  devout 
Knew  every  change  of  scowl  and  pout: 
And  the  sweet  voice  had  notes  mors 

hi^h 
And  shnll  iox  social  battle -cry. 
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Since  then  what  old  cathedral  town 
Has  missed  her  pilgrim  staff  and  gown. 
What  convent-gate  has  held  its  lock 
Against  the  challenge  of  her  knock  I 
Through  Smyrna's  plague-hushed  thor- 
oughfares, 
Up  sea-set  Malta's  rocky  stairs. 
Gray  olive  slopes  of  hills  that  hem 
Thy  tombs  and  shrines,  Jerusalem, 
Or  startling  on  her  desert  throne 
The  crazy  Queen  of  Lebanon 
With  claims  &ntastic  as  her  own, 
Her  tireless  feet  have  held  their  way ; 
And  still,  unrestful,  bowed,  and  gray, 
She  watches  under  Eastern  skies, 

With  hope  each  day  renewed  and 
fresh. 

The  Lord's  quick  coming  in  the  flesh. 
Whereof  she  dreams  and  prophesies  I 

Where'er  her  troubled  path  may  be. 

The  Lord's  sweet  pity  with  her  go  ! 
The  outward  wayward  life  we  see. 

The  hidden  springs  we  may  not  know. 
Nor  is  it  given  us  to  dL<>cem 

What  threads  the  fatal  sisters  spun. 

Through  what  ancestral  years  has  run 
The  sorrow  with  the  woman  bom. 
What  forged  her  cruel  chain  of  moods, 
What  set  her  feet  in  solitudes, 

And  held  the  love  within  her  mute, 
What  mingled  madness  in  the  blood, 

A  life-long  discord  and  annoy, 

Water  of  tears  with  oil  of  joy. 
And  hid  within  the  folded  bud 

Perversities  of  flower  and  fi'uit. 
It  is  not  ours  to  separate 
The  tangled  skein  of  will  and  fate. 
To  show  what  met^sand  boihids  should 

stand 
Upon  the  soul's  debatable  land. 
And  between  choice  and  Providence 
Divide  the  circle  of  events ; 

But  He  who  knows  our  fhime  is  just, 
Merciful  and  compassionate. 
And  full  of  sweet  assurances 
And  hope  for  all  the  language  is. 

That  He  remembereth  we  are  dust ! 

At  last  the  great  logs,  crumbling  low. 
Sent  out  a  dull  and  duller  glow, 
The  bull's-eye  watch  that  hung  in  view, 
Ticking  its  weary  circuit  through, 
Pointaa  with  mutely-waniing  sign 


Its  black  hand  to  the  hour  of  nine. 
That  sign  the  pleasant  circle  broke : 
My  uncle  ceased  his  pipe  to  smoke, 
Knocked  from  its  bowl  the  refuse  gray 
And  laid  it  tenderly  away. 
Then  roused  himself  to  safely  cover 
The  dull  red  brands  with  ashes  over. 
And  while,  with  care,  our  mother  laid 
The  work  aside,  her  steps  she  stayed 
One  moment,  seeking  to  express 
Her  grateful  sense  ofhappiness 
For   food   and    shelter,    warmth  and 

health, 
And  love's    contentment   more    than 

wealth. 
With  simple  wishes  (not  the  weak. 
Vain  prayers  which  bo  fulfilment  seek. 
But  such  as  warm  the  generous  heart, 
O'er-prompt  to  do  with  Heaven  its  part) 
That  none  might  lack,  that  bitter  night. 
For  bread  and  clothing,  warmth  and 

light 

Within  our  beds  awhile  we  heard 
The  wind  that  round  the  gables  roared. 
With  now  and  then  a  ruder  shock. 
Which  made  our  very  bedsteads  rock. 
We  heard  the  loosened  clapboards  tost. 
The  board-nails  snapping  in  the  frost ; 
And  on  us,  through  the  unplastered  wall. 
Felt  the  light  sifted  snow-flakes  fall. 
But  sleep  stole  on,  as  sleep  will  do 
When  hearts  are  light  and  life  is  new  ; 
Faint  and  more    faint   the   murmurs 

grew. 
Till  in  the  summer-land  of  dreams 
They  softened  to  the  sound  of  streams, 
Low  stir  of  leaves,  and  dip  of  oars. 
And  lapsing  waves  on  quiet  shores. 

Next  mom  we  wakened  with  the  shout 
Of  merry  voices  high  and  clear  ; 
And  saw  the  teamsters  drawing  near 
To  break  the  drifted  highways  out. 
Down  the  long  hillside  treading  slow 
We  saw  the  half-buried  oxen  go, 
Shaking  the  snow  from  heads  uptost. 
Their  straining  nostrils  white  with  frost 
Before  our  door  the  straggling  train 
Drew  up,  an  added  team  to  gain. 
The  elders  threshed  their  hands  a-cold, 

Passed,  with  the   cider-mug,    their 
jokes 

From  lip  to  lip  :  the  younger  folkK 
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Down  Jlhe  loose  snow-banks,  wrestling, 

roUedt 
Then  toiled  again  the  cavalcade 
O'er   windy   hill,    through   clogged 

ravine. 
And  woodland  paths  that  wound  be- 
tween 
Low   droopine   pine  •  boughs  winter- 

weigneo. 
From  every  bam  a  team  afoot. 
At  every  house  a  new  recruit. 
Where,  drawn  by  Nature's  subtlest  law 
Haply  the  watchful  young  men  saw 
Sweet  doorway  pictures  of  the  curls 
And  curious  eyes  of  merry  girls. 
Lifting  their  hands  in  mock  defence 
Against  the  snow-ball's  compliments, 
And  reading  in  each  missive  tost 
The  charm  with  Eden  never  lost. 

We  heard  once  more  the  sleigh-bells* 
sound ; 

And,  following  where  the  teamsters 
led. 
The  wise  old  Doctor  went  his  round, 
Just  pausing  at  our  door  to  say. 
In  the  brief  autocratic  way 
Of  one  who,  prompt  at  Duty's  call. 
Was  free  to  urge  her  claim  on  all. 

That  some  poor  neighbor  sick  abed 
At  night  our  mother's  aid  would  need. 
For,  one  in  generous  thought  and  deed. 

What  mattered  in  the  sufferer's  sight 

The  Quaker  matron's  inward  light. 
The  Doctor's  mail  of  Calvin's  creed  ? 
All  hearts  confess  the  saints  elect 

Who,  twain  in  faith,  in  love  agree, 
And  melt  not  in  an  acid  sect 

The  Christian  pearl  of  charity  I 

So  days  went  on  :  a  week  had  passed 
Since  the  great  world  was  heard  from 

last. 
The  Almanac  we  studied  o*er. 
Read  and  reread  our  little  store. 
Of  books   and   pamphlets,   scarce    a 

score ; 
One  harmless  novel,  mostly  hid  ^ 
From  younger  eyes,  a  book  forbid. 
And  poetry,  (or  good  or  bad, 
A  single  book  was  all  we  had.) 
Where   Ellwood's  meek,  drab-skirted 

Muse, 
A  stranger  to  the  heathen  Nine, 


Sang,  with  a  somewhat  nasal  whin^ 
The  wars  of  David  and  the  Jews. 
At  last  the  floundering  carrier  bore 
The  village  paper  to  our  door. 
Lo  I  broadening  outward  as  we  read. 
To  warmer  zones  the  horizon  spread ; 
In  panoramic  lengOi  unrolled 
We  saw  the  marvels  that  it  told. 
Before  us  passed  the  painted  Creek% 

And  daft  McGregor  on  hi»  raids 

In  Costa  Rica's  ever^ladeik 
And  up  Taygetos  winding  slow  ^ 
Rode  Vpsilanti's  Mainote  G'  >^ka, 
A  Turic  s  bead  at  each  saddle-bow  1 
Welcome  to  us  its  week-old  ne^^ 
Its  comer  for  the  rustic  Muse, 

Its  monthly  gani^e of  snow  and  nun. 
Its  record.  mihgHnfC,in  a  breath 
The  wedding^kneM  and  dirge  of  death. 
Jest,  anecdote,  and  love-lorn  tale. 
The  latest  culprit  sent  to  jail ; 
Its  hue  and  cr^  of  stolen  and  leet. 
Its  vendue  sales  and  goods  at  co^ 

And  traffic  calling  loud  for  gain. 
We  felt  the  stir  of  hall  and  str^*t. 
The  pulse  of  life  that  round  us  oeat ; 
The  chill  embargo  of  the  snow 
Was  melted  in  the' genial  glow; 
Wide  swung  again  our  ice^ockeddoor. 
And  all  the  world  was  oun  once  more  1 

Clasp,  Aneel  of  the  backward  look 
And  folded  wings  of  ashen  gray 
And  voice  of  echoes  far  away, 
The  brazen  covets  of  thy  book ; 
The  weird  palim^psest  old  and  vast, 
Wherein  thou  hid'st  the  spectral  past: 
Where,  closely  mingling,  pale  and  glom 
The  characters  of  joy  and  woe ; 
The  monographs  of  outlived  years, 
Or  smile-illumed  or  dim  with'  tears. 

Green  hills  of  life  that  8loi>e  to  death. 
And  haunts  of  home,  whose  vistaed  trees 
Shade  off  to  moumfiil  cypresses' 
With  the  white   amaranths   under- 
neath. 
Even  while  I  look,  I  can  but  heed 
The  restless  sands'  incessant  £aill, 
Importunate  hours  that  hours  sucoBcd, 
Each  clamorous  with  its  own   sharp 
need. 
And  duty  keeping  pace  with  alL 
Shut  down  and  clasp  the  heavv  lids ; 
I  hear  again  the  voice  that  bids 


; 
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The  dreamer  \eave  his  dream  midway 
For  lai:ger  hopes  and  graver  feare : 
Life  greatens  in  these  later  years. 
The  century's  aloe  flowers  to-day  1 

Yet,  haply,  tn  some  lull  of  life, 

Some  Truce  of  God  which  breaks  its 

strife, 
The  worldlm^'s  eyes  shall  ^ther  dew, 

Dreaming  m  throngfiil  city  ways 
Of  winter  joys  his  boyhood  knew ; 
And  dear  and  early  friends  —  the  few 
Wl  D  yet  remain  —  shall  pause  to  view 

''  \ese  Flemish  pictures  of  old  days : 


Sit  with  me  by  the  homestead  hearth. 
And   stretch   the    hands   of  memory 

forth 
To  warm  them  at  the   wood-fire's 

blaze  I 
And  thanks  untraced  to  lips  unknown 
Shall  greet  me  like  the  odors  blown 
From  unseen  meadows  newly  mown, 
Or  lilies  floating  in  some  pond, 
Wood-fringed,  the  waysidegaze  beyond; 
The  traveller  owns  the  grateful  sense 
Of  sweetness  near,  he  knowsnot  whence. 
And,  pausing,  takes  wif  h  forehead  bare 
The  benediction  of  the  «ir. 
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I  WOULD  not  sin,  in  this  half-playful  stnun^-- 
j  Too  light  perhap*  for  serious  years,  though  boi^ 

!  Of  the  enforced  leisure  of  slow  pain,  — 

I  Against  the  pure  ideal  which  has  drawn 

j  My  feet  to  follow  its  far-shining  gleam. 

A  simple  plot  is  mine  :  legends  and  runes 
Of  credulous  days,  old  fancies  that  have  lain 
Silent  from  boyhood  taking  voice  again. 
Wanned  into  fife  once  more,  even  as  the  tunes 
That,  frozen  in  the  fabled  hunting-horn, 
Thawed  into  sound :  —  a  winter  fireside  dream 
Of  dawns  and  sunsets  by  the  summer  sea. 
Whose  sands  are  traversed  by  a  silent  throng 
Of  voyagers  from  that  vaster  mystery 
Of  which  it  is  an  emblem ;  —  and  the  dear 
Memory  of  one  who  might  have  tuned  my 
To  sweeter  music  by  her  delicate  ear. 
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Whsn  heats  as  of  a  tropic  dime 
Buraed   all    our    inland    valleys 
throueh. 
Three  friend,  the  guests  of  summer 
time, 
Pitched  their  white  tent  where  sea- 
winds  blew. 
Behind  them,  marshes,  seamed  and 

crossed 
With  narrow  creeks,  and  flower-em- 
bossed. 
Stretched  '.o  the  dark  oak  wood,  whose 

leafy  arms 
Screened  from  the  stormy  East   the 
pleasant  inland  farms. 

At  full  of  tide  their  bolder  shore 
Of  sun -bleached  sand  the  waters 
beat; 
At  ebb,  a  smooth  and  elistening  floor 
They  touched  with  light,  receding 
feet. 
Northward  a  green  bluff  broke  the 

chain 
Of  sand-hills  ;  southward  stretched 
a  plain 
Of  salt  grass,   with   a  river  winding 

down, 
Sail-whitened,  and  beyond  the  steeples 
of  the  town, 

Whence  sometimes,  when  the  wind 
was  light 
And  dull  the  thunder  of  the  beach, 
They  heard  the  bells  of  room  and 
^  night  ^ 
Swing,  miles   away,    their   silver 
speech. 
Above  low  scarp  and  turf-grown  wall 
Ttiey  saw  the  fort-fiag  rise  and  fall ; 


And,  the  first  star  to  signal  twilight's 

hour. 
The  lamp-fire  glimmer  down  fitun  the 

tall  light-house  tower. 

They  rested  there,  escaped  awhile 

From  cares  that  wear  the  life  away, 
To  eat  the  lotus  of  the  Nile 

And  drink  the  poppies  of  Cathay,  — 
To  fling  their  loads  of  custom  down. 
Like  drift-weed,  on  the  sand-slopes 
brown. 
And  in  the  sea  waves  drown  the  restless 

pack 
Of  duties,  claims,  and  needs  that  barked 
upon  their  track. 

One,  with  his  beard  scarce  silvered, 
bore 
A  ready  credence  in  his  looks, 
A  lettered  maenate,  lording  o'er 

An  ever-widening  realm  of  books. 
In  him  brain -currents,  near  and  &r, 
Conveiged  as  in  a  Leyden  jar ; 
The  old,  dead  authors  thronged  him 

round  about, 
And  Elzevir's  gray  ffhosts  from  leathers 
graves  looked  out 

He  knew  each  living  pundit  well. 

Could  weigh  the  gifts  of  him  or  her. 
And  well  the  market  value  tell 

Of  poet  and  philosopher. 
But  it  he  lost,  the  scenes  behind. 
Somewhat  of  reverence  vague  and 
blind, 
Finding  the  actors  human  at  the  best. 
No  readier  lips  than  his  the  good  ha 
saw  confessed. 

His  boyhood  fancies  not  outgrown. 
He  loved  himself  the  singer's  an.* 
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Tenderly,  gently,  by  his  own 

He  knew  and  judged  an  author's 
heart. 
^o  Rbadamanthine  brow  of  doom 
Bowed  the  dazed  pedant  from  bis 
room  ; 
And  bards,  whose  name  is  legion,  if 

denied. 
Bore  off  alike  intact  their  verses  and 
their  pride. 

Pleasant  it  was  to  roam  about 

The  lettered  world  as  he  had  done, 
And  see  the  lords  of  song  without 
Their  singing  robes  and  garlands 
on. 
With    Wordsworth    paddle    Rydal 

mere, 
Taste  rugged  Elliott*s  home-brewed 
beer. 
And  with  the  ears  of  Rogers,  at  four- 
score. 
Hear   Garrick's   buskined    tread   and 
Walpole's  wit  once  more. 

And  one  there  was,  a  dreamer  bom. 

Who,  with  a  mission  to  fulfil, 
Had  left  the  Muses'  haunts  to  turn 

llie  crank  of  an  opinion-mill, 
Making  his  rustic  reed  of  song 
A  wea^n  in  the  war  with  wrong, 
Vokine  his  fancy  to  the  breaking-plough 
That   Deam-deep  turned  the    soil  tor 
truth  to  spring  and  grow. 

Too  quiet  seemed  the  man  to  ride 
The  winged  Hippc^riff  Reform  ; 
Was  his  a  voice  from  side  to  side 

To  pierce  the  tumult  of  the  storm  ? 
A  silent,  shy,  peace-loving  man. 
He  seemed  no  fiery  partisan 
To  hold  his  way  against  the  public  frown. 
The  ban  of  Church  and  State,  the  fierce 
mob's  hounding  down. 

For  while  he  wrought  with  strenuous 
will 
The  work  his  hands  had  found  todo, 
He  heard  the  fitful  music  still 
Of  winds  that  out  of  dream-land 
blew. 
The  din  about  him  could  not  drown 
What  the  strange  voices  whispered 
down : 


Along  his  task-fidd  veinl 

swept. 
The  viBiaoary  paap  of  stately  p>»*"»*'i»Tf 

stepped. 


The 


thick  with 


common   air 

dreams, — 

He  told  them  to  the  toiling  crowd ; 

Such  music  as  the  woods  ana  streams 

Sang  in  his  ear  he  sang  aload : 
In  still,  shut  bays,  on  windy  capes, 
He    heard   the   call    of  beckoniiig^ 

shaoeSk 

II  ■■■■!■  h  1^ 

And,  as  the  gray  old  shadows  prompted 

him. 
To  homely  moulds  of  rhyme  he  shaped 

their  legends  gnm. 

He  rested  now  his  weary  hands. 

And  lightly  moralized  and  laiighed, 
As,  tracing  on  the  shifting  sands 
A  burlesque  of  his  pxaper-craft. 
He  saw  the  careless  waves  overran 
His  words,  as  time  before  had  done. 
Each  day's  tide-water  washing  dean 

away. 
Like  letters  nt>m  the  sauid,  the  work  ol 
yesterday. 

And  one,  whose  Arab  fiux  was  tanned 

By  tropic  sun  and  boreal  fix)st. 
So  travelled  there  was  scarce  a  land 

Or  people  left  him  to  exhaust. 
In  idlmg  mood  had  from  him  hurled 
The  poor  squeezed  orange  of  the 
world. 
And  in  the  tent-shade,  as  beneath  a 

palm, 
Smoked,  cross-legged  like  a  Turk,  in 
Oriental  calm. 

The  very  waves  that  washed  the  sand 
Below  him,  he  had  seen  before 

Whitening  the  ScandiiBjavian  strand 
And  suhry  Mauritanian  shore. 

From  ice-rimmed  isles,  from  summer 
seas 

Palm -fringed,  they  bore  him  messa- 

He  heard  the  plaintive  Nubian  songs 

again. 
And   mule-bells    tinkling    down    th* 

mountain-paths  of  Spftio- 


r 


THE   TENT  ON  THE  BEACH. 


365 


Hit  memory  round  the  ransacked 

earth    . 
On  Ariers  girdle  slid  at  ease  ; 
And,  instant,  to  the  valley's  girth 
Of  mountains,  spice  isles  of  the 
seas, 
Faith  flowered    in    minster   stones, 

Art's  guess 
At  truth  aoa  beauty,  found  access  ; 
ITet  loved  the  while,  that  free  cosmopo- 

,  Hte, 
Old  friends,  old  ways,  and  kept  his 
boyhood's  dreams  in  sight. 

Untouched  as  ^ret  by  wealth  and  pride, 

That  virgin  innocence  of  beach : 
No  shingly  monster,  hundred-eyed. 
Stared  Its  gray  sand-birds  out  of 
reach; 
Unhoused,  save  where,  at  intervals. 
The  white  tents  showed  their  canvas 
walls. 
Where  brief  sojourners,  in  the  cool, 

soft  air. 
Forgot  their  inland  heats,  hard  tofl,  and 
year-long  care. 

Sometimes  along  the  wlieel-drep  sand 
A  one-horse  wagon  slowlv  crAwled, 
Deep  laden  with  a  youthful  band, 
Whose  look  some  homostead  old 
recalled; 
Brother  perchance,  and  sisters  twain. 
And  one  whose  blue  eyes  told,  Diore 
plain 
Than  the  free  language  of  her  rosy  lip, 
Of  the  still  dearer  clami  of  love's  fela- 
tionship. 

With  cheeks  of  msset-orchard  t*Dt, 

The  light  laugh  of  their  native  rills, 
The  pernime  of  their  garden's  mint, 

llie  breexy  freedom  of  the  h<lls, 
They  bore,  m  unrestrained  delight. 
The  motto  of  the  Garter's  knight. 
Careless  as  if  from  every  gazing  thing 
Hid  by  their  innocence,  as  C'yges  by 
his  ring. 

Theclanging  sea-fowl  cama  and  went, 
The  hunter's  gun  in  the  marshes 
rang; 

At  nightall  from  a  neighboring  tent 
A  Bute- voiced  woman  sweetly  sang. 


Loose-haired,   barefooted,  hand-in- 
hand, 
Young  girls  went  tripping  down  the 
sand  ; 
And  youths  and  maidens,  sitting  in  the 

moon, 
Dreamed  o'er  the  old  fond  dream  from 
which  we  wake  too  soon. 

At  times  their  fishing-lines  they  plied, 

With  an  old  Triton  at  the  oar, 
Salt  as  the  sea-wind,  touch  and  dried 

As  a  lean  cusk  from  Labrador. 
Strange  ules  he  told  of  wreck  and 

storm,  — 
Had  seen  the  sea-snake's  awfiil  form. 
And  heard  the  ghosts  on  Haley's  Isle 

coroplam, 
Speak  him  on  shore,  and  beg  a  passage 
to  old  Spain  I 

And  there,  on  breezy  moms,  thev  saw 
The  fishing-schooners  outwara  run. 
Their  low-bent  sails  in  tack  and  flaw 
Turned  white  or  dark  to  shade  and 
sun. 
Sometimes,  in  calms  of  closing  day. 
They  watched  the  spectral  mirage 
play. 
Saw  low,  far  islands  looming  tall  and 

nigh. 
And  ships,  with  upturned  keels,  sail  like 
a  sea  the  sky. 

Sometimes   a   cloud,  with  thunder 
black. 
Stooped  low  upon  the  darkening 
main. 
Piercing  the  waves  along  its  track 

With  the  slant  javelins  of  rain. 
And  when  west-wind  and  sunshine 

warm 
Chased  out  to  sea  its  wrecks  of  storm. 
They  saw  the  prismy  hues  in  thin  spray 

showers 
Where  the  green  buds  of  waves  burst 
into  white  froth  flowers. 

And  when  along  the  line  of  shore 
The  mists  crept  upward  chill  and 
damp. 
Stretched,  careless,  on  their  sandy 
floor 
Beneath  the  flaring  lantern  lamp^ 
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Thsy  kalked  orall  things  old  and  new, 
Resd,  slept,  and  dreamed  as  idlers 
do; 
And  in  the  unquestioned  fireedom  of  the 

tent. 
Body  and  o*er-taxed  mind  to  healthful 
unbent 


Once,  when  the  sunset  splendors  died. 
And,  trampling  up  the  slopin^sand, 

In  lines  outreacning  far  ana  wide, 
;       The  white-manea  billows  swept  to 
'  land. 

Dim  seen  across  the  gathering  shade, 

A  vast  and  ghostly  cavalcade, 
They  sat  around  their  lighted  kerosene. 
Hearing  the  deep  bass  roar  their  every 
pause  between. 

Then,  urged  thereto,  the  Editor 

Within  his  fiill  portfolio  dipped, 
Feigning  excuse  while  searching  for 
^With  secret  pride)  his  manuscript. 
Hispale&ce  flushed  from  eye  to  beard. 
With  nervous  cough  his  throat  he 
cleared. 
And,  in  a  voice  so  tremuloiis  it  betrayed 
The  anxious  fondness  of  an  author's 
heart,  he  read : 


THE  WRECK  OF  RIVER- 
MOUTH. 

RivsRMOUTH  Rocks  are  fair  to  see, 
By  dawn  or  sunset  shone  across. 
When  the  ebb  of  the  sea  has  left  them 

free. 
To  dry  their  fringes  of  gold-green 

moss: 
For  there  the  river  comes  winding  down 
From  salt  sea-meadows  and  uplands 

brown. 
And  waves  on  the  outer  rocks  afoam 
Shout  to  its  waters,  **  Welcome  home  I" 

And  fair  are  the  sunny  isles  in  view 
East  of  the  ^sly  Head  of  the  Boar, 

And  Agamenticus  lifts  its  blue 
Disk  of  a  cloud  the  woodlands  o*er: 

And  southerly,  when  the  tide  is  down, 

Twixt  white  sea-wavea  and  sand-hills 
brown. 


The  beach-birds  danoe  ana  tne  gray 

gulls  wheel 
Over  a  floor  of  burnished  steeL 

Once,  in  the  old  Colonial  days, 

Two  hundred  years  ago  and  more, 
A  boat  sailed  down  through  the  wind- 
ing ways 
Of  Hampton  River  to  that  low  sbora^ 
Full  of  a  goodly  company 
Sailing  out  on  the  summer  sea,  "^   .^ 
Veering  to  catch  the  lacd-breese  light; — 
With  the  Boar  to  left  and  the  Rocks  ta 
right. 

In  Hampton  meadows,  where  mowers 

laid 
Their  scythes  to  the  swaths  of  salted 

grass, 
*'  Ah,  well-a-day !  our   bay  most  be 

made ! " 
A  young  naan  sighed,  who  saw  them 

pass. 
Loud  laughed  hb  fellows  to  see  him 

stand 
Whetting  his  scythe  with  a  listless  hand, 
Hearinjg  a  voice  in  a  far-oflf  song, 
Watching  a  white  hand  beckoning  long. 

"  Fie  on  the  witch  I  *'  cried  a  meny 

8»»"1» 
As  they    rounded    the    pomt   where 

Goody  Cole 
Sat  by  her  door  with  her  wheel  atwiri, 
A  bent  and  blear-eyed  poor  old  soul. 
"  Oho  I  "  she  muttered,  **  ye  're  brave 

to-day  I 
But  I  hear  the  little  waves  tough  and 

say, 
'  The  broth  will  be  cold  that  watcs  at 

home ; 
For  it*s  one  to  go,  but  another  to 

come  I  * " 

"She's  cursed,*'    said  the   skipper; 

*'  speak  her  fiiir : 
I  'm  scary  always  to  see  her  shake 
Her  wicked  head,  with  its  wild  gray 

hair,  .^ 

And  nose  like  a  hawk,  and  eyes  hke 

a  snake." 
But  merrily  still,  with  laugh  and  shout. 
From  Hampton  River  the  bcrt  sailcp 

out. 
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Till  the  huts  and  the  flakes  on  Star 

seemed  nigh. 
And  they  lost  the  scent  of  the  pines  of 

Rye. 

They  dropped  their  lines  in  the  lazy 
tide. 
Drawing  up   haddock  and  mottled 
cod; 
They  saw  not  the  Shadow  that  walked 
beside, 
They  heard  not  the  feet  with  silence 
shod. 
But  thicker  and  thicker  a  hot  mist 

Shot  bv  the  lightnings  through  and 

through  : 
And  muffled  growls,  like  the  growl  of  a 

beast. 
Ran  along  the  sky  from  west  to  east 

Then  the  skipper  looked  from  the  dark- 
ening sea 
Up  to  the  dimmed  and  wadine  sun  ; 

But  he  spake  like  a  brave  man  cheerily, 

"  Yet  there  is  time  for  our  homeward 
run." 

Veering  and  tacking,  they  backward 
wore  ; 

And  just  as  a  breath  from  the  woods 
ashore 

Blew  out  to  whisper  of  danger  past, 

The  wrath  of  the  storm  came  down  at 
lastl 

The  skipper  hauted  at  the  heavy  sail : 
♦•  GoQ  be  our  help !  "  he  only  cried. 

As  the  roaring  gale,  like  the  stroke  of  a 
flail.  ,       ^    .^ 

Smote  the  boat  on  its  starboard  side. 

The  Shoalsmen  looked,  but  saw  alone 

Park   films   of  rain-doud    slantwise 

blown,  ,       .,..., 

Wild  rocks  lit  up  by  the  lightning's 

The  strife  and   torment   of  sea  and 
air. 

Goddy  Cole  looked  out  from  her  door  : 
The  Isles  of  Shoals  were  drowned 
and  gone,  ,  ,     « 

Scarcely  she  saw  the  Head  of  the  Boar 
Toss  the  foam  from  tusks  of  stone. 


She  clasped  her  hands  with  a  gnp  of 

pain, 
The  tear  on  her  cheek  was  not  of  rain  : 
•*  They  are  lost,"  she  muttered,  "boait 

and  crew  I 
Lord,  forgive   me  1    my   words   were 

true!" 

Suddenly  seaward  swept  the  squall ; 
The  low  sun  smote  through  cloudy 

rack ' 
The  Shoals'  stood  clear  in  the  light,  and 

all 
The  trend  of  the  coast  lay  hard  and 

black. 
But  far  and  wide  as  eye  could  reach, 
No  life  was  seen  upon  wave  or  beach ; 
The  boat  that  went  out  at  morning 

never 
Sailed     back    9gain    into    Hampton 

River. 

O  mower,  lean  on  thy  bended  snath. 
Look  from  the  meadows  green  and 
low: 
The  wind  of  the  sea  is  a  waft  of  death, 
The  waves  are  singing  a  song  of  woe  I 
By  silent  river,  by  moaning  sea. 
Long  and  vain  shall  thy  watching  be  : 
Never  again  shall  the  sweet  voice  call, 
Never  the  white  hand  rise  and  fall  I 

O  Rivermouth  Rocks,  how  sad  a  sight 
Ye  saw  in  the  light  of  breaking  day  I 
Dead  faces  looking  up  cold  and  white 
From  sand  and  sea-weed  where  they 

lay. 
The  mad  old  witch-wife  wailed  and 

wept, 
And  cursed  the  tide  as  it  backward 

crept : 
"  Crawl  back,  crawl  back,  blue  watei^ 

snake !  • 

Leave  your  dead  for  the  hearts  that 

break  !  " 

Solemn  it  was  in  that  old  day 
In  Hampton  town  and  its  log-built 
church,  ,         ^      , 

Where  side  by  side  the  coffins  lay 
And  the  mourners  stood  in  aisle  and 
porch. 
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In  the  singing-seats  yotmg  eyes  were 

dim, 
The  voices  fidtered   that   raised   the 

hymn, 
And  Father  Dalton,  grave  and  stem. 
Sobbed  through  his  prayer  smd  wept  in 

turn. 

But  his  ancient  colleague  did  not  pray. 
Because  of  his  sin  at  fourscore  years : 

He  stood  apart,  wiih  the  iron -gray 
Of  his  strong  brows  knitted  to  hide 
his  tears. 

And  a  wretched  woman,  holding  her 
breath 

In  the  awful  presence  of  sin  and  death, 

Cowered  and  shrank,  while  her  neigh- 
bors thronged 

To  look  on  the  dead  her  shame  had 
wronged. 

Apart  with  thera,  like  them  forbid. 
Old   Goody   Cole   looked    drearily 
round. 
As,  two  by  two,  with  their  faces  hid, 
llie  mourners  walked  to  the  burying- 
ground. 
She  let  the  staff  from  her  clasped  hands 

fell: 
"  Lord,  forgive  us  I  we  *re  sinners  all !" 
And  the  voice  of  the  old  man  answered 

her: 
**  Amen  ! "  said  Father  Bachiler. 

So,  as  I  sat  upon  Appledore 
In  the  calm  of  a  closing  summer 

day, 
And   the   broken  lines  of  Hampton 

shore 
In  purple  mist  of  cloudland  lay, 
Tlie   Kivermouth    Rocks   their   story 

told  ; 
And  waves  aglow  with  sunset  gold. 
Rising  and  breaking  in  steady  chime, 
Beat  the  rhythm  and  kept  the  time. 

And  the  sunset    paled,  and  warmed 
once  more 
With  a  softer,  tenderer  aAer-elow ; 
In  the  east  was  moon-rise,  wtui  boats 
off-shore 
And  sails  in   the  distance  drifting 
•low. 


The  beacon   glimmsred  from    Poits- 

mouth  bar. 
The  White  Isle  kindled  its  great  red 

star: 
And  life  and  death  in  my  old-time  lay 
Mingled  in  peace  like  the  night  and 

day  I 

"Wen  I"    said  the    Man  of    Booka» 
"  your  story 
Is  reaUy  not  ill  told  in  verse. 
As  the  Celt  said  of  purgatory. 
Oat    might   go   fartlier    and     &re 

worse." 
The  Reader  smiled ;  and  ooce  again 
With    steadier   voice   took   up   his 
strain. 
While  the  hxr  singer  from  the  neigh- 
boring tent 
Drew  near,  and  at  his  side  a  graceful 
listener  benL 


THE  GRAVE  BY  THE  LAKC 

Where  the  Great  Lake's  sunny  smilek 
Dimple  round  its  hundred  isles, 
And  the  mountain's  granite  ledge 
Cleaves  the  water  like  a  wedge. 
Ringed  about  with  smooth,  gray  stones, 
Rest  the  giant's  mighty  bone& 

Close  beside,  in  shade  and  gleam. 
Laughs  and  ripples  Melvin  stream ; 
Melvin  water,  mountain-bom. 
All  fair  flowers  its  banks  adorn  ; 
All  the  woodland's  voices  meet. 
Mingling  with  its  murmurs  sweet 

Over  lowlands  forest-grown, 
Oxet  waters  island-strown. 
Over  silver-sanded  beach. 
Leaf-locked  bay  and  misty  reach, 
Melvin  stream  and  burial-heap, 
Watch  and  ward  the  mountains  keepk 

Who  that  Titan  cromlech  fills? 
Forest-kaiser,  lord  o'  the  hills? 
Knight  who  on  the  birchen  tree 
Carved  his  savage  heraldry  ? 
Priest  o'  the  pine-wood  teniples  doMi 
Prophet,  sage,  or  wixard  griin  ? 
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Rif|Sjd  type  of  primal  man, 
Grin*  utilitarian, 

Loving  woods  for  hunt  and  prowl, 
Lake  and  hill  for  fish  and  fowl, 
As  the  brown  bear  blind  and  dull 
To  the  grand  and  beautihil : 

Not  for  him  the  lesson  drawn 
From  the  mountains  smit  with  dawn. 
Star-rise,  moon-rise,  flower*  of  M^y, 
Suns«:t'8  purple  bloom  of  day,  — 
Took  his  life  no  hue  from  thence. 
Poor  amid  sudi  aiiluence  ? 

Haply  unto  hill  and  tree 
All  too  near  akin  was  he : 
Unto  him  who  stands  afar 
Nature's  marvels  greatest  are : 
Who  the  mountain  purple  seeks 
Must  not  climb  the  higher  peaks^ 

Yet  who  knows  in  winter  tramp, 
Or  the  midnight  of  the  camp. 
What  revealings  faint  and  far. 
Stealing  down  from  moon  and  star, 
Kindled  in  that  human  clod 
Thought  of  destiny  and  God  ? 

Stateliest  forest  patriarch. 
Grand  in  robes  of  skin  and  bark, 
What  sepulchral  mysteries, 
What  weird  funeral-rites,  were  his  ? 
What  sharp  wail,  what  drear  lament. 
Back  scared  wolf  and  eagle  sent  ? 

Now,  whate*er  he  may  have  been. 
Low  he  lies  as  other  men  ; 
On  his  mound  the  partridge  drums, 
There  the  noisy  blue-jay  comes : 
Rank  nor  name  nor  pomp  has  he 
In  the  grave's  democracy. 

Part  thy  blue  lips,  Northern  lake  ! 
Moss-grown  rocks,  your  silence  break  ! 
Tell  the  tale,  thou  ancient  tree  I 
Thou,  too,  slide-worn  Ossinee  t 
Speak,  and  tell  us  how  and  when 
Lived  and  died  this  king  of  men  I 

Wordless  moans  the  ancient  pine : 
Lake  and  mountain  give  no  sign  ; 
Vain  to  trace  this  ring  of  stones  ; 
Vain  the  search  of  crumbling  bones : 
Deepest  of  all  mysteries,  ^ 
And  the  saddest,  silence  is. 


Nameless,  noteless,  day  with  day 
Mingles  slowly  day  by  day ; 
But  somewhere,  for  good  or  ill. 
That  dark  soul  is  livmg  still ; 
Somewhere  yet  that  atom's  force 
Moves  the  light-poised  univene. 

Stranse  that  on  his  burial-sod 
Hareoells  bloom,  and  eolden-rod, 
While  the  soul's  dark  horoscope 
Holds  no  starry  sign  of  hope  I 
Is  the  Unseen  with  sight  at  odds? 
Nature's  pity  more  than  God's  ? 

Thus  I  mused  by  Melvin's  side. 
While  the  summer  eventide 
Made  the  woods  and  inland  sea 
And  the  mountains  mystery  ; 
And  the  hush  of  earth  and  air 
Seemed  the  pause  before  a  prayer,  — 

Prayer  for  him,  for  all  who  rest, 
Mother  Earth,  upton  thy  breast,  — 
Lapped  on  Christian  turf,  or  hid 
In  rock-cave  or  pyramid  : 
All  who  sleep,  as  all  who  live. 
Well  may  need  the  prayer,  "  Foigive  I  '' 

Desert-smothered  caravan. 
Knee-deep  dust  that  once  was  man. 
Battle-trenches  ghastly  piled. 
Ocean-floors  with  white  oones  tiled. 
Crowded  tomb  and  mounded  sod, 
Dumbly  crave  that  prayer  to  God. 

O  the  generations  old 

Over  whom  no  church-bells  tolled, 

Christless,  lifting  up  blind  eyes 

To  the  silence  of  the  skies  I 

For  the  innumerable  dead 

Is  my  soul  disquieted. 

Where  be  now  these  silent  hosts? 
Where  the  camping-ground  of  ghosts' 
Where  the  spectral  conscripts  led 
To  the  white  tents  of  the  clead  ? 
What  strange  shore  or  chartless  sea 
Holds  the  awful  mystery  ? 

Then  the  warm  sky  stooped  to  make 
Double  sunset  in  tne  lake  : 
While  above  I  saw  with  it. 
Range  on  range,  the  mountains  lit ; 
And  the  calm  and  splendor  stole 
Like  an  answer  to  my  souL 
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Hear*st  thou,  O  of  little  fiiith, 
What  to  thee  the  mountain  saith, 
What  is  whispered  by  the  trees? — 
**  Cast  on  God  thy  care  for  these  ; 
Trust  him,  if  thy  sight  be  dim : 
Doubt  for  them  is  doubt  of  Him. 

**  Blind  must  be  their  dose-shut  eyes 
Where  like  night  the  sunshine  lies, 
Fiery-linked  the  self-forged  chain 
Bincung  ever  sin  to  pain, 
Strong  their  prison-house  of  will. 
But  without  He  waiteth  stilL 

**  Not  with  hatred's  undertow 
Doth  the  Love  Eternal  flow ; 
Every  chain  that  spirits  wear 
Crumbles  in  the  breath  of  prayer ; 
And  the  penitent's  desire 
Opens  every  gate  of  fire. 

"  Still  Thy  love,  O  Christ  arisen. 
Yearns  to  reach  these  souls  in  prison ! 
Through  all  depths  of  sin  and  loss 
Drops  the  plummet  of  Thv  cross  1 
Never  yet  abyss  was  found 
Deeper  than  that  cross  could  sound  ! " 

Therefore  weU  may  Nature  keep 
Equal  &ith  with  aU  who  sleep, 
Set  her  watch  of  hills  arouna 
Christian  ^^ave  and  heathen  mound. 
And  to  caim  and  kirk^rd  send 
Summer's  flowery  dividend. 

Keep,  O  pleasant  Melvin  stream, 
lliy  sweet  laugh  in  shade  and  gleam  I 
On  the  Indian  s  grassy  tomb 
Swing,  O  flowers,  your  bells  of  bloom  I 
Deep  below,  as  high  above. 
Sweeps  the  circle  of  God's  love. 


He  paused  and  questioned  with  his 
eye 
The  hearers*  verdict  on  his  song. 
A  low  voice  asked  :  "  Is 't  well  to  pry 

Into  the  secrets  which  belong 
Only  to  God  ?  —  The  life  to-  be 
Is  still  the  unguessed  mysterv : 
Unsealed,  unpierced  the  cloudy  walls 

remain. 
We  beat  with  dream^  and^  wish    the 
loundlcfls  doors  in  vain. 


"  But  &ith  beyond  our  sight  may  ga  ** 
He  said :  "Thegracious  Fatherhood 
Can  only  know  aoove,  below. 

Eternal  purposes  of  good. 
From  our  free  herita^  of  win. 
The  bitter  springs  ofpain  and  ill 
Flow  only  in  all  worlds.   The  perfect  day 
Of  God  IS  shadowless,  and  love  is  lov* 
alway." 

"  I  know,"  she  said,  "  the  letter  kaU ; 

That  on  our  arid  fields  of  strife 
And  heat  of  clashing  texts  distils 

The  dew  of  spirit  and  of  life. 
But,  searching  still  the  written  Word, 
I  fain  would  find.  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
A  voucher  for  the  hope  I  also  feel 
That  sin  can  give  no  wound  beyond 
love's  power  to  heal." 


<( 


•give 


Pray,'*  saidthe  Manof  Books, 

o'er 

A  theme  too  vast  for  time  and  place. 
Go  on.  Sir  Poet,  ride  once  more 

Your  hobby  at  his  old  free  patce. 
But  let  him  keep,  writh  step  discreet. 
The  solid  earth  oeneath  his  feet 
In  the  great  mystery  which  around  us 

lies. 
The  wisest  is  a  fool,  the  fool  Heaven- 
helped  is  wise." 

The  Traveller  said :  *'  If  songs  have 
creeds. 
Their  choice  of  them  let  aingert 
make  ; 
But  Art  no  other  sanction  needs 

Than  beauty  for  its  own  fair  sake. 
It  grinds  not  in  the  mill  of  use. 
Nor  asks  for  leave,  nor  begs  excuse : 
It  niakesthe  flexile  laws  it  deigns  to  own. 
And  gives  its  atmosphere  its  color  and 
its  tone. 

"Confess,  old  friend,  your  austere 
school 
Has  left  your  fiincy  little  chance  : 
You  square  lo  reason's  ri^'d  rule 

The  flowing  outlines  ofromance. 
With  conscience  keen  from  exercise. 
And  chronic  fear  of  compromise. 
You  check  the  free  play  of  your  rhymee, 

to  clap 
A  moral  underneath,  am'  spring  it  VOL* 
a  trap." 
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The  sweet  voice  answered :  "  Better  so 
Than  bolder  flights  that  know  no 
check  ; 
Better  to  use  the  bit,  than  throw 

The  reins  all  loose  on  &ncy's  neck. 
The  liberal  range  of  Art  should  be 
The  breadth  of  Christian  liberty^ 
Restrained  alone  by  challenge  and  alarm 
Where  its  charmed  footsteps  tread  the 
border  land  of  harm. 

*'  Beyond   the  poet's  sweet  dream 
lives 
The  eternal  epic  of  the  man. 
He  wisest  is  who  only  gives. 

True  to  himself,  the  best  he  can  : 
Who,  drifting  in  the  winds  of  praise* 
The  inward  monitor  obeys  ; 
And,  with  the  boldness  that  confesses 

fear. 
Takes  in  the  crowded  sail,  and  lets  his 
conscience  steer. 

''Thanks  for  the  fittingword  he  speaks. 
Nor  less  for  doubtnil  word  unspo- 
ken ; 
For  the  false  model  that  he  breaks. 
As  for  the  moulded  grace  unbro- 
ken: 
For  what  is  missed  and  what  remains, 
For  losses  which  are  truest  gains, 
ITor  reverence  conscious  of  the  Eternal 

eye, 
And  truth  too  hxr  to  need  the  garnish 
of  a  lie." 


Laughing,  the 

leld 


Critic  bowed.      "I 
yield 

llie  point  without  another  word ; 
Who  ever  yet  a  case  appealed 
Where  beauty's  judgment  had  been 
heard? 
And  you,  my  good  fnend,  owe  to  me 
Your  warmest  thanks  for  such  a  plea. 
As  true  withal  as  sweet    For  my  offence 
Of  cavil,  let  her  words  be  ample  recom- 
pense." 

Across  the  sea  one  light-house  star. 
With  crimson  ray  that  came  and 
went, 
Revolving  on  its  tower  afar. 
Looked  through  the  doorway  of  the 
tent. 


While  outward,  over  sand-slopes  wet. 

The  lamp  flashed  down  its  yellow  je£ 

On  the  long  wash  of  waves,  with  red 

and  green 
Tangles  of  weltering  weed  through  the 
white  foam-wreaihs  seen. 

**  *  Sing  while  we  may,  —  another  day 
May  bring  enough  of  sorrow  ' ;  — 
thus 
Our  Traveller  in  his  own  sweet  lay. 
His  Crimean  camp-song,  hints  to 
us," 
The  lady  said.     "  So  let  it  be  : 
Sing  us  a  song,"  exclaimed  all  three. 
She  smiled :  *'  lean  but  marvel  at  your 

choice 
To  hear  our  poet*s  words  through  my 
poor  twrrowed  voice." 


Her  window  opens  to  the  bay. 
On  glistening  light  or  misty  gray. 
And  there  at  dawn  and  set  of  day 

In  prayer  she  kneels  : 
" Dear  Lord  !  "  she  saith,  "to  many  a 

home 
From  wind  and  wave  the  wanderers 

come ; 
T  only  see  the  tossing  foam 

Of  strangbr  keels. 

**  Blown  out  and  in  by  summer  gales, 
The  stately  ships,  with  crowded  sails, 
And  sailors  leaning  o'er  their  rails. 

Before  me  glide ; 
They  come,  they  eo,  but  nevermore. 
Spice-laden  from  tne  Indian  shore, 
I  see  his  swift-winged  Isidore 

The  waves  divide. 

"  O  Thou !  with  whom  the  night  is  day 
And  one  the  near  and  far  away, 
Look  out  on  yon  gray  waste,  and  say 

Where  lingers  he. 
Alive,  perchance,  on  some  lone  beacli 
Or  thirsty  isle  beyond  the  reach 
Of  man,  he  hears  the  mocking  speech 

Of  wind  and  sea 

'*  O  dread  and  cruel  deep,  reveal 
The  secret  which  thy  waves  conceal, 
And,  ye  wild  sea-birds,  hitKv  wheel 
And  tell  your  tale. 
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Let  winds  that  tossed  his  raven  hair 
A  message  from  my  lost  one  bear,  — 
Some  thought  of  me,  a  last  fond  prayer 
Or  dying  waill 

"  Come,  with  your  dreariest  truth  shut 

out 
The  fears  that  haunt  me  round  about ; 
O  God !    I  cannot  bear  this  doubt 

That  stifles  breath. 
The  worst  is  better  than  the  dread  ; 
Give  me  but  leave  to  motirn  my  dead 
Asleep  in  trust  and  hope,  instead 

Of  life  in  death  t  '* 

It  might  have  been  the  eveninj^  breeze 
That  whispered  in  the  garden  trees, 
It  niieht  have  been  the  sound  of  seas 

That  rose  and  fell ; 
But,  with  her  heart,  if  not  her  ear. 
The  old  loved  voice  she  seemed  to  hear : 
**  I  wait  to  meet  thee :  be  of  cheer 

For  all  is  well  1  " 


The  sweet  voice  into  silence  went, 
A  silence  which  was  almost  pain 
As  through  it  rolled  the  long  iament, 
The  cadence  of  ihc  mournful  main. 
Glancing  his  written  pages  o'er, 
The  reader  tried  his  part  once  more ; 
Leaving  the  land  of  hackmatack  and 

pine 
For  Tuscan  valleys  glad  with  olive  and 
with  vine. 


THE  BROTHER  OF  MERCY. 

PiBRO  LucA,  known  of  all  the  town 
As  the  gray  porter  by  the  Pitti  wall 
Where  the  noon  shadows  of  the  gardens 

fall. 
Sick  and  in  dolor  waited  to  lay  down  ^ 
His  last  sad  burden,  and  beside  his 

mat 
The  barefoot  monk  of  La  Certosa  sat. 


!  Unseen,  in  square  and  blossoming 

I  garden  drifted, 

I        Soft  sunset  lights  through  green  Val 
I  d*  Amo  sifted ; 

I       Unheard,   below    the   living   shuttlei 
shifted 


I 


Backward  and  forth,  and  wove,  in  lore 

or  strife,  ^ 
In  mirth  or  pain,  the  mottled  web  of 

life: 
But  when  at  last  came  upward  from 

the  street 
Tinkle  of  bell  and  tread  of  measured 

feet. 
The  sick  man  started,  strove  to  rise  in 

vain, 
Sinking  back  heavily  with  a  moan  of 

pain. 
And  the  monk  said,  "  ^T  is  but  the 

Brotherhood 
Of  Mercy  going  on  some  errand  good : 
Their  black  masks  by  the  palaoe-wall  I 


see 


n 


Piero  answered  faintly,  "  Woe  is  me ! 
This  day  for  the  first  time  in  forty  years 
In  vain  the  bell  hath  sounded  in  my 

ears, 
Calling  me  with  my  brethren  of  the 

mask. 
Beggar  and  prince  alike,  to  some  new 

task 
Of  love  or  pity,  —  haply  from  the  street 
To  bear  a  wretch  plague-stricken,  or, 

with  feet 
Hushed  to  the  quickened  ear  and  fever* 

ish  brain, 
To  tread  the  crowded  lazaretto's  floors;, 
Down  the  long  twilight  of  the  oorridotSj 
Midst  tossing  arms  and  faces  full  m 

pain. 
I  loved  the  work  :  it  was  its  own  re^ 

ward. 
I  never  counted  on  it  to  offset 
My  sin«,  which  are  many,  or  make 

less  my  debt 
To  the  free  grace  and  mercy  of  out 

Lord; 
But  somehow,  father,  it  has  come  to 

be 
I  n  these  long  years  so  much  a  part  of  me, 
I  should  not  know  mj'self ,  if  lacking  it. 
But  with  the  work  the  worker  too  would 

die, 
And  in  my  place  some  other  self  would 

sit 
Joyful  or  sad,  —  what  matters,  if  not  1  ? 
And  now  all 's  over.    Woe  is  me  1 "  — 

"  My  son," 
The  monk  said  soothingly,  "  thy  work 

it  done; 
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And  do  more  u  a  servant,  but  the  giiest 
Of  God  thou  enterest  thy  eternal  rest. 
No  toil,  no  tears,  no  sorrow  for  the  lost 
Shall   mar   thy   perfect  bliss.     Thou 

shalt  sit  down 
Clad  in  white  robes,  and  wear  a  golden 

crown 
Forever  and  forever."  —  Piero  tossed 
On  his  sick-pillow  :  "  Miserable  me  1 
I  am  too  poor  for  such  grand  company ; 
The  crown  would  be  too  heavy  for  this 

gray 
Old  head  ;  and  God  forgive  me  if  I  say 
It  would  be  hard  to  sit  there  night  and 

Like  an  image  in  the  Tribune,  doing 

naught 
With  these  hard  hands,  that  all  my  life 

have  wrought. 
Not  for  bread  only,  but  for  pity's  sake. 
I  *m  dull  at  prayers :  I  could  not  keep 

awake. 
Counting  mv  beads.     Mine  's  but  a 

crazy  head, 
Scarce  worth  the  saving,  if  all  else  be 

dead. 
And  if  one  goes  to  heaven  without  a 

heart, 
God  knows  he  leaves  behind  his  better 

part 
I  love  my  fellow-men  ;  the  worst  I  know 
I  would  do  good  to.    Will  death  change 

me  so 
That  I  shall  sit  among  the  lazy  saints. 
Turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  sore  complaints 
Of  souls  that  suffer  ?    Why,  I  never  yet 
Left  a  poor  dog  in  the  sirada  hard  beset, 
Or  ass  o'erladen  t   Must  I  rate  man  less 
Than  dog  or  ass,  in  holy  selfishness? 
Methinks  (Lord,  pardon,  if  the  thought 

be  sm  I) 
The  world  of  pain  were  better,  if  therein 
One's  heart  might  still  be  human,  and 

desires 
Of  natural  pity  drop  upon  its  fires 
Some  cooling  tears." 

Thereat  the  pale  monk  crossed 
His  brow,  and,  muttering,  "  Madman  1 

thou  art  lost ! " 
Took  up  his  pyx  and  fled :  and,  left  alone. 
The  sick  man  closed  his  eyes  with  a 

great  groan 
That  sank  into  a  prayer,  "  Thy  will  be 

donel" 


Then  was  be  made  aware,  by  soul  or 

ear. 
Of  somewhat  pure  and  holy  bending 

o'er  him, 
And  of  a  voice  like  that  of  her  who  bore 

him, 
Tender     and     most     compassionate: 

*'  Never  fear  I 
For  heaven  is  love,  as  God  himself  is 

love ; 
Thy  work  below  shall  be  thy  work 

above."  • 

And  when  he  looked,  lo  I  in  the  stem 

monk's  place 
He  saw  the  shming  of  an  angel's  face  I 


The  Traveller  broke  the  pause.   "  I  've 
seen 
The  Brothers  down  the  long  street 
steal. 
Black,  silent,  masked,  the  crowd  be- 
tween, 
And  felt  to  doff  my  hat  and  kneel 
With  heart,  if  not  with  knee,  in  prayer, 
For  blessings  on  their  pious  care." 
The     Reader     wiped     his     glasses: 

"  Friends  of  mine. 
We  'U  try  our  home-brewed  next,  in- 
stead of  foreign  wine." 


THE  CHANGELING. 

For  the  fairest  maid  in  Hampton 
They  needed  not  to  search. 

Who  saw  young  Anna  Favor 
Come  walking  into  church,  — 

Or  bringing  from  the  meadows. 

At  set  of  harvest-day, 
The  frolic  of  the  blackbirds, 

The  sweetness  of  the  hay. 

Now  the  weariest  of  all  mothers, 
The  saddest  two-years  bride, 

She  scowls  in  the  face  of  her  husband. 
And  spurns  her  child  aside. 

"  Rake  out  the  red  coals,  eoodman,  — 
For  there  the  child  shall  lie. 

Till  the  black  witch  comes  to  fetch  her. 
And  both  up  chimney  fly. 
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"  It  *s  never  my  own  little  dan^hter, 
It '»  never  mv  own,"  she  Mid ; 

"The  witches  have  stolen  my  Anna, 
And  left  me  an  imp  instead. 

"  O,  feir  and  sweet  was  my  baby, 
Blue  eyes,  and  hair  of  gold  ; 

But  this  IS  ugly  and  wrinkled, 
Cross,  and  cunning,  and  old. 

**  I  hate  the  touch  of  her  fingers, 

I  hate  the  feel  of  her  skin  : 
It 's  not  the  milk  from  my  bosom. 

But  my  blood,  that  she  sucks  in. 

**  My  face  grows  sharp  with  the  torment ; 

Look  !  my  arms  are  skin  and  bone !  — 
Rake  open  the  red  coals,  goodman. 

And  the  witch  shall  have  her  owo. 

**  She  Ml  come  when  she  heart  it  crying. 
In  the  shape  of  an  owl  or  bat. 

And  she  '11  bring  us  our  darling  Anna 
In  place  of  her  screeching  brat." 

Then  the  goodman,  Exra  Dalton, 
Laid  his  hand  upon  her  head  : 

"  Thy  sorrow  is  grpat,  O  woman  ! 
I  sorrow  with  thee,"  he  said. 

"  The  paths  to  trouble  are  many, 
And  never  but  one  sure  way 

Leads  out  to  the  light  beyond  it : 
My  poor  wife,  let  us  pray." 

Then  he  said  to  the  great  All- Father, 
**  Thy  daughter  is  weak  and  blind  ; 

Let  her  sight  come  back,  and  clothe  her 
Once  more  in  her  right  mind. 

"  Lead  her  out  of  this  evil  shadow. 

Out  of  these  fancies  wild  : 
Let  the  holy  love  of  the  mother 

Turn  agam  to  her  child. 

"  Make  her  lips  like  the  lips  of  Mary 

Kissing  her  blessed  Son  : 
Let  her  hands,  like  the  hands  of  Jesus, 

Rest  on  her  little  one. 

'*  Comfort  the  soul  of  thy  handmaid. 

Open  her  prison- door, 
And  thine  shall  be  all  the  glory 

And  praise  forevermore." 


Then  into  the  fiice  of  its  mother 
The  baby  looked  up  and  smiled : 

And  the  cloud  of  her  soul  was  liftnlL 
And  she  knew  her  little  child. 

A  beam  of  the  slant  west  sunshine 
Made  the  wan  face  almost  dir, 

Lit  the  blue  eyes'  natient  wonder. 
And  the  rings  of  pale  gold  hair. 

She  kissed  it  on  lip  and  forehead. 
She  kissed  it  on  cheek  and  chin. 

And  she  bared  her  snow-white  bosooi 
To  the  lips  so  pale  and  thin. 


O,  fair  on  her  bridal  morning 
Was  the    maid   who   blushed 
smiled. 

But  &irer  to  Ezra  Dalton 
Looked  the  mother  of  his  diild. 
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With  more  than  a  lover's  fondness 
He  stooped  to  her  worn  young  &oe« 

And  the  nursing  child  and  the  mother 
He  folded  in  one  embrace. 

"  Blessed  be  God  I  "  he  mnimured. 
*'  Blessed  be  God  I  "  she  said : 


*i 


For  I  see,  who  once  was  blinded,  -^ 
1  live,  who  once  was  dead. 

"  Now  mount  and  jide,  my  goodman, 
As  thou  lovest  thy  own  soul  I 

Woe 's  me,  if  my  wicked  fancies 
Be  the  death  of  Goody  Cole  I  ** 

His  horse  he  saddled  and  bridled. 
And  into  the  night  rode  he,  — 

Now  through  the  i^eat  black  woodland 
Now  by  the  white-beached  sea. 

He  rode  through  the  silent  clearings, 
He  came  to  the  ferry  wide, 

And  thrice  he  called  to  the  faoatmaa 
Asleep  on  the  other  side. 

He  set  his  horse  to  the  river. 
He  swam  to  Newbury  town. 

And  he  called  up  Justice  SewaQ 
In  his  nightcap  and  his  gown. 

And  the  grave  and  worshipful  iustios 
(Upon  whose  soul  be  peice  0 

Set  his  name  to  the  jailer's  warrant 
For  Goodwife  Cole's  release. 
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Then  through  the  night  the  hoof-beats 

Went  sounding  like  a  flail ; 
And  Goody  Cole  at  cockcrow 

Came  forth  from  Ipswich  jail. 


"  Here  is  a  rhyme  :  —  I  hardly  dare 
To  venture  on  its  theme  woni  out : 
What  seems  so  sweet  by  Doon  and 
Ayr 
Soundb  simply  silly  hereabout ; 
And  pipes  by  lips  Arcadian  blown 
Are  only  tin  horns  at  our  own. 
Yet  still  the  muse  of  pastoral  walks 

with  us,^ 
While  Hosea  Biglow  sings,  our  new 
Theocritus." 


THE  MAIDS  OF  ATTITASH. 

In  sky  and  wave  the  white  clouds  swam, 
And  the  blue  hills  of  Nottingham 
Through  gaps  of  leafy  green 
Across  the  lake  were  seen,  — 

When,  in  the  shadow  of  the  ash 
That  dreams  its  dream  in  Attitash, 

In  the  warm  summer  weather, 

1  Vo  maidens  sat  together. 

They  sat  and  watched  in  idle  mood 
The  gleam   and  shade    of  lake  and 
wood, — 

The  beach  the  keen  light  smote, 

The  white  sail  of  a  boat,  — 

Swan  flocks  of  lilies  shoreward  lying. 
In  sweetness,  not  in  music  dying,  — 
Hardback,  and  virgin's-bower. 
And  white-spiked  dethra-flower. 

With  careless  ears  they  heard  the  plash 
And  breezy  wash  of  Attitash, 

The  wood-bird's  plaintive  cry, 

The  locust's  sharp  reply. 

And  teased  the  while,  with  playful  hand. 
The  shaggy  dog  of  Newfoundland, 

Whose  uncouth  frolic  spilled 

Their  baskets  berry-filled. 


Then  one,  the  beauty  of  whose  eyes 
Was  evermore  a  great  surprise. 
Tossed  back  her  queenly  head. 
And,  lightly  laughing,  said,  — 

"No  bridegroom's  hand  be  mine  to 

hold 
That  is  not  lined  with  yellow  gold ; 

I  tread  no  cottage-floor; 

I  own  no  lover  poor. 

"  My  love  must  come  on  silken  wings. 
With  bridal  liehts  of  diamond  rings,  — > 

Not  foul  witli  kitchen  smirch, 

With  tallow-dip  for  torch." 

The  other,  on  whose  modest  head 
Was  lesser  dower  of  beauty  shed. 

With  look  for  home-hearths  meet. 

And  voice  exceeding  sweet. 

Answered,  —  "  We  will  not  rivals  be ; 

Take  thou  the  gold,  leave  love  to  me  ; 
Mine  be  the  cottage  small, 
And  thine  the  rich  man's  hall. 

"  I  know,  indeed,  that  wealth  is  good : 
But  lowly  roof  and  simple  food. 
With  U)ve  that  hath  no  doubt, 
Are  more  than  gold  without." 

Hard  by  a  farmer  hale  and  yoimg 
His  cradle  in  the  rye-field  swung, 
Tracking  the  yellow  plain 
With  windrows  of  ripe  grain. 

And  still,  whene'er  he  paused  to  whet 
His  scythe,  the  sidelong  glance  he  met 
Of  large  dark  eves,  where  strove 
False  pride  and  secret  love. 

Be  strong,  young  mower  of  the  i^in ; 
That  love  shall  overmatch  disdain, 

Its  instincts  soon  or  late 

The  heart  shall  vindicate. 

In  blouse  of  gray,  with  fishing-rod. 
Half  screened  by  leaves,  a  stranger  trod 
The  margin  of  the  pond. 
Watching  the  group  beyond. 

The  supreme  hours  unnoted  come ; 

Unfelt  the  turning  tides  of  doom ; 
And  so  the  maids  laughed  on, 
Nor  dreamed  what  Fate  had  done,  — 
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Nor  knew  the  step  was  Destiny's 
That  rustled  in  the  birchen  trees, 

As,  with  their  lives  forecast, 

Fisher  and  mower  passed. 

Erelong  by  lake  and  rivulet  side 
The  summer  roses  paled  and  died. 

And  Autumn's  fingers  shed 

The  maple's  leaves  of  red. 

Through  the  long  gold-hazed  aftemooo. 
Alone,  but  for  the  diving  loon, 
The  partridge  in  the  brake. 
The  black  duck  on  the  lake, 

Beneath  the  shadow  of  the  ash 
Sat  man  and  maid  by  Attitash ; 
And  earth  and  air  made  room 
For  human  hearts  to  bloom. 

Soft  spread  the  carpets  of  the  sod, 
And  scarlet -oak  and  golden -rod 

With  blushes  and  with  smiles 

Lit  up  the  forest  aisles. 

The  mellow  light  the  lake  aslant, 
llie  pebbled  maif^n's  ripple-chant 
Attempered  and  low-toned. 
The  tender  mystery  owned. 

And  through  the   dream   the   lovers 

dreamed 
Sweet  sounds  stole  in  and  soft  lights 
streamed ; 
The  sunshine  seemed  to  bless. 
The  air  was  a  caress. 

Not  she  who  lightly  laughed  is  there, 
With  scornful  toss  of  midnight  hair. 
Her  dark,  disdainful  eyen, 
And  proud  lip  worldly-wise. 

Her  haughty  vow  is  still  unsaid. 
But  all  she  dreamed  and  coveted 
Wears,  half  to  her  surprise. 
The  youthful  fiitrmer's  guise  I 

With  more  than  all  her  old-time  pride 
She  walks  the  rye-field  at  his  side. 

Careless  of  cot  or  hall. 

Since  love  transfigures  all. 


Rich   beyond    dreams,    thr    vant**o- 

ground 
Of  life  IS  ^ined ;  her  hands  have  found 

The  talisman  of  old 

That  changes  all  to  gold. 

While  she  who  could  for  love  dispenat 
With  all  its  elittering  accidents* 
And  trust  her  heart  alone, 
r  inds  love  and  gold  her  own. 

What  wealth  can  buy  or  art  can  buSd 
Awaits  her ;  but  her  cup  is  filled 

Even  now  unto  the  brim ; 

Her  world  u  love  and  him  I 


The  while  he  heard,  the  Book-man 
drew 
A  length  of  make-believing  fiice. 
With  smothered  mischief  laughing 
through : 
**  Why,  you  shall  »t  in  Ramsay's 
place. 
And,  with  his  Gentle  Shepherd,  keep 
On  Yankee  hills  immortal  sheep. 
While  love-lorn  swains  and  maios  the 

seas  beyond 
Hold  dreamy  tr>'st  around  your  huck- 
leberry-pond." 

The  Traveller  laughed ;  **  Sir  Gala- 
had 
Singing  of  love  the  Trouvere's  lay  I 
How  should  he  know  the  blindfold  lad 
From  one  of  Vulcan's  fowe-boys?" 
—  "Nay, 
He  better  sees  who  stands  outside 
Than  they  who  in  procession  ride," 
The  Reader  answered :    "  selectmen 

and  squire 
Miss,  while  they  make,  the  show  that 
wayside  folks  admire. 

"  Here  is  a  wild  tale  of  the  North, 

Our  travelled  fii end  will  own  as  one 
Fit  for  a  Norland  Christmas  hearth 
And  lips  of  Christian  Andersen. 
Thev  tell  it  in  the  valleys  green 
Of  tne  fair  island  he  has  seen, 
Low  lying  off  the  pleasant  Swedish 

shore, 
Washed  by  the  Baltic  Sea,  and  watched 
by  Elsinore." 
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'*  Tie  itine.  born  mini 
Imofgen  Kommer  Fin, 
Fa'cr  din, 
Og  gl*or  dig  Eabem  Snares  (fine  og  l^erte 
at  lege  medl " 

LeaXand  Bhymt. 

"  Build  at  Kallundborc  by  the  sea 
A  church  as  stately  as  church  may  be. 
And  there  shalt  thou  wed  my  daughter 

fair," 
Said  the  Lord  of  Nesvek  to  Esbem 

Snare. 

And  the  Baron  laughed.     But  Esbem 

said, 
"  Though  I  lose  my  soul,  I  will  Helva 

wedl" 
And  off  he  strode,  in  his  pride  of  will. 
To  the  Troll  who  dwelt  in  Ulshoi  hill. 

"  Build,  O  Troll,  a  church  for  me 
At  Kallundborg  by  the  mighty  sea  ; 
Build  it  stately,  and  build  it  fair, 
Build  it  quickly,"  said  Esbem  Snare. 

But  the  sly  Dwarf  said,  *'  No  work  is 

wrought 
By  Trolls  of  the  Hills,   O  man,   for 

naught. 
What  wilt  thou  give  for  thy  church  so 

fiiir?" 
"  Set  thy  own  price,"  quoth   Esbem 

Snare. 

"When  Kallundborg  church  isbuilded 

well, 
Thou  must  the  name  of  its  builder  tell. 
Or  thy  heart  and  thy  eyes  must  be  my 

boon." 
"Build,"  said  Esbem,  "and  build  it 


soon 


ff 


By  night  and  by  day  the  Troll  wrought 

on  ; 
He  hewed  the  timbers,  he  piled  the 

stone  ; 
But  day  by  day,  as  the  walls  rose  fair, 
Darker  and  sadder  grew  £^5bem  Snare. 

He  listened  by  night,  he  watched  by  day. 
He  sought  and  thought,  but  he  dared 
not  pray : 


Tn  vain  he  called  oil  the  Elle-malds  shy. 
And  the  Neck  and  the  Nis  gave  n* 
reply. 

Of  his  evil  bargain  far  and  wide 
A  rumor  ran  through  the  country-side; 
And  Helva  of  Nesvek,  young  and  fair, 
Prayed  for  the  soul  of  Esbem  Snare. 

And  now  the  church  was  wellnigh  done ; 
One  pillar  it  lacked,  and  one  suone ; 
And  the  grim  Troll  muttered,  "  FooJ 

thou. art ! 
To-morrow  gives   me  thy  eyes   and 

heart!" 

By  Kallundbon  in  black  despair, 
Through  wood  and  meadow,  walked 

Esbem  Snare, 
Till,  worn  and  weary,  the  strong  man 

sank 
Under  the  birches  on  Ulshoi  bank. 

At  his  \aaX  dav's  work  he  beard  the  Troll 
Hammer  ana  delve  in  the  quarry's  hole ; 
Before  him  the  church  stood  lai^ge  and 

fair  : 
"  I  Iiave  builded  my  tomlb,"  said  Els- 

bem  Snare. 

And  he  closed  his  eyes  the  sight  to  hide. 
When  he  heard  a  light  step  at  his  side  *• 
**  O  Esbem  Snare ! "  a  sweet  voice  saic^. 
"  Would  1  might  die  now  in  thy  stead  1" 

With  a  grasp  by  love  and  by  fear  made 

strong. 
He  held  her  fast,  and  he  held  her  long ; 
With  the  beating  heart  of  a  bird  afearo. 
She  hid  her  fiice  in  his  flame -red  beard 

"  O  love  I  "  he  cried.  "  let  me  look  to- 
day 

In  thine'eyes  ere  mineare  plucked  away ; 

Let  me  hold  thee  close,  let  me  feel  tny 
heart 

Ere  mine  by  the  TroU  is  torn  apart  I 

"  I  tinned,  O  Helva,  for  love  of  thee  ! 
Pray  that  the  Lord  Christ  pardon  me  I  ** 
But  fast  as  she  prayed,  and  faster  still. 
Hammered  the  TroU  in  Ulshfti  hilL 
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He  knew,  as  he  wrought,  that  a  loving 

heart 
Was  somehow  baffling  his  evil  art ; 
For  more  than  »pell  of  Elf  or  Troll 
Is  a  maiden's  prayer  for  her  lover's  soul. 

And  Esbem  listened,  and  caught  the 

sound 
Of  a  Troll-wife  singing;  underground : 
"  To-morrow  comes  Fme,  father  thine  : 
Lie  still  and  hush  thee,  baby  mine  I 

"  Lie  still,  my  darling  I  next  sunrise 
Thou  *lt    play    with    Esbem    Snare's 

heart  and  eyes  1 " 
"  Ho  I  ho  I  "  quoth  Esbem,  "  is  that 

your  game  ? 
Thanks  to  the  Troll-wife,  I  know  his 

name  1 " 

The  Troll  he  heard  him,  and  hurried  on 

To  Kallundborg  church  with  the  lack- 
ing stone. 

"Too  late,  Gaffer  Fine  I  "  cried  Esbem 
Snare  ; 

And  Troll  and  pillar  vanished  in  air  I 

That  night  the  harvesters  heard  the 

sound 
Of  a  woman  sobbing  underground. 
And  the  voice  of  the  Hill-Troll  loud 

with  blame 
Of  the  careless  singer  who  told  his 

name. 

Of  the  Troll  of  the  Church  they  sing 

the  rune 
By  the  Northern  Sea  in  the  harvest 

moon  ; 
And  the  fishers  of  Zealand  bear  him 

still 
Scolding  his  wife  in  Ulshoi  hill. 

And  seaward  over  its  groves  of  birch 
Still  looks  the  tower  of  Kallundborg 

church. 
Where,  first  at  its  altar,  a  wedded  pair. 
Stood  Helva  of  Nesvek  and  Esbem 

Snare  1 


"What,"asked  the  Traveller,  "would 
our  sires. 
The  old  Norse  story-tellers,  say 


Of  sun-graved  pictures,  ocean  wires, 
And  smoking  steamboats  of  to-day  f 
And  this,  O  lady,  by  your  leave. 
Recalls  your  song  of  yester  eve  : 
Pray,  let  us  have  that  Cable-hymn  once 

more." 
**  Hear,  hear  I  "  the  Book-man  cried, 
"  the  lady  has  the  floor. 

"  These  noisy  waves  below  perhaps 
To  such  a  strain  will  lend  their 
ear, 
With  softer  voice  and  lighter  lapse 

Come  stealing  up  the  sands  to  near. 
And  what  they  once  refiised  to  do 
For  old  King  Knut  accord  to  you. 
Nay,  even  the  fishes  shall  your  listen- 
ers be, 
As  once,  the  legend  runs^  they  heard 
SL  Anthony." 


O  lonely  bay  of  Trinity, 
O  dreary  shores,  give  ear  I 

Lean  down  unto  the  white-lipped 
The  voice  uf  God  to  hear  I 


From  world  to  world  his  c»  .friers  fijt 
Thought-winged  and  shc^  with  fire  ; 

The  angel  of  His  stormy  sky 
Rides  down  the  sunken  wire. 

What  saith  the  herald  of  the  Lord? 

"  llie  world's  long  strife  is  done ; 
Close  wedded  by  that  mjrstic  cord. 

Its  continents  are  one. 

"  And  one  in  heart,  as  one  in  blood, 

Shall  all  her  peoples  be ; 
The  hands  of  human  brotherhood 

Are  clasped  beneath  the  seat 

*•  Through    Orient  seas,  o'er   Afnc's 
plain 

And  Asian  mountains  borne. 
The  vieor  of  the  Northern  brain 

Shall  nerve  the  world  outwom. 

**  From  clime  to  dime,  fix)m  shore  to 
shore, 

Shall  thrill  the  magic  thread  ; 
The  new  Prometheus  steals  once  mora 

The  fire  that  wakes  the  dead." 
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lliTob  on,  stroFg  pulae  of  thunder  I  beat 
From  answenng  beach  to  beach ; 

Fuse  nations  in  thy  kindly  heat, 
And  meh  the  chains  of  each  ! 

Wild  terror  of  the  sky  above, 
Glide  tamed  and  dumb  below  I 

Bear  gently.  Ocean's  carrier-dove, 
Thy  errands  to  and  fro. 

Weave  on,  swift  shuttle  of  the  Lord, 

Beneath  the  deep  so  far. 
The  bridal  robe  of  earth's  accord. 

The  funeral  shroud  of  war  1 

For  lo !  the  fall  of  Ocean's  wall 
Space  mocked  and  time  outrun  ; 

Ana  round  the  world  the  thought  of  all 
Is  as  the  thought  of  one  1 

The  poles  unite,  the  zones  agree, 
The  tongues  of  striving  cease : 

As  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee 
The  Christ  is  whispering,  Peace  I 


"  Glad  prophecy !  to  this  at  last," 
The  Reader  said,  "  shall  all  ihings 
come. 
Forgotten  be  the  bugle's  blast. 

And  battle-music  of  the  drum. 
A  little  while  the  world  mav  run 
Its  old  mad  way,  with  neeolc-gun 
And  iron-clad,  but  truth,  at  last,  shall 

reign: 
The  cradle-song  of  Christ  was  never 
sung  in  vain  I " 

Shiftinghisscattered papers,  "Here," 
He  said,  as  died  the  taint  applause, 
"  Is  something  that  I  found  last  year 
Down  on  the  island  known  as  Oinr's. 
I  had  it  from  a  fair-haired  girl 
Who,  oddly,  bore  the  name  of  Pearl, 
(As  if  by  some  droll  freak  of  circum- 
stance.) 
Classic,    or   wellniph   go,   in    Harriet 
Stowe^s  romance." 


THE  DEAD  SHIP  OF  HARPS- 
WELL. 

What  flecks  the  outer  gray  beyond 
The  sundown's  golden  trail  ? 


The  white  flash  of  a  sea-bird's  uring, 

Or  gleam  of  slanting  sail  ? 
Let  young  eyes  watch  from  Neck  and 
Pomt, 

And  sea-worn  elders  pray,  — 
The  ghost  of  what  was  once  a  ship 

Is  sailing  up  the  bay  I 

From  gray  sea-fog,  from  icy  drift, 

V    From  p)eril  and  from  pain. 

The  home-bound  fisher  greets  thy  lights, 

O  hundred-harbored  Maine  I 
But  many  a  keel  shall  seaward  turn, 

And  many  a  sail  outstand. 
When,  tall  and  white,  the  Dead  Ship 
looms 

Against  the  dusk  of  land. 

She  rounds  the   headland's   bristling 
pines  ; 

She  threads  the  isle-set  bay ; 
No  spur  of  breeze  can  speed  her  on, 

Nor  ebb  of  tide  delay. 
Old  men  still  walk  the  Isle  of  Orr 

Who  tell  her  date  and  name. 
Old  shipwrights  sit  in  Freeport  yards 

Who  hewed  her  oaken  frame. 

What  weary  doom  of  baffled  quest, 

I'hou  sad  sea-ghost,  is  thine  ? 
What  makes  thee  in  the  haunts  of  hom* 

A  wonder  and  a  sign  ? 
No  foot  is  on  thy  silent  deck, 

Upon  thv  helm  no  hand ; 
No  ripple  hath  the  soundless  wind 

That  smites  thee  from  the  land  I 

For  never  comes  the  ship  to  port, 

Howe'er  the  breeze  may  be  ; 
Just  when  she  nears  the  waiting  shore 

She  drifts  apain  to  sea. 
No  tack  of  sail,  nor  turn  of  helm. 

Nor  sheer  of  veering  side  ; 
Stem  fore  she  drives  to  sea  and  night. 

Against  the  wind  and  tide. 

In  vain,  o'er  Harpswell  Neck  the  star 

Of  evening  guides  her  in  : 
In  vain  for  her  the  lamps  are  lit 

Within  thy  tower,  Seguin  I 
In  vain  the  harbor-boat  shall  hail, 

In  vain  the  pilot  call ; 
No  hand  shall  reef  her  spectral  sail. 

Or  let  her  anchor  faU. 
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Shake,  bnnn  old  wives,  with  dreary 

joy- 

Yoar  grajr-head  hints  of  ill ; 
And,  over  sick-beds  whispering  low. 

Your  prophecies  fulfil. 
Some  home  amid  von  birchen  trees 

Shall  drape  its  door  with  woe  : 
And  »lowiv  where  the  Dead  Ship  sails. 

The  burial  boat  shall  row ! 

From    Wolf  Neck  and  from  Fljrtng 
Point. 

From  island  and  from  main. 
From  sheltered  cove  and  tided  creek. 

Shall  glide  the  fiineral  train. 
The  dead-boat  with  the  bearers  four, 

'Ilie  mourners  at  her  stem,  — 
And  one  shall  go  the  silent  way 

Who  shall  no  more  return  I 

And  men  shall  sigh,  and  women  weep, 

Whose  dear  ones  pale  and  pine. 
And  sadly  over  sunset  seas 

Await  the  ghostly  sign. 
They  know  not  that  its  sails  are  filled 

By  pity's  tender  breath. 
Nor  see  the  Angel  at  the  helm 

Who  steers  the  Ship  of  Death  I 


"  Chin  as  a  down-east  breeze  should 
be," 
The  Book-man  said.    "A  ghostly 
touch 
The  legend  has.     I  *m  glad  to  see 

Your fl  ving  Yankee  beat  the  Dutch. " 

'*  Well,  Here  is  something  of  the  sort 

Which  one  midsummer  day  I  caught 

In  Narragansett  Ray,  for  lack  offish." 

"  We  wait,"  the  Traveller  said  ;  "  serve 

hot  or  cold  your  dish." 


THE    PALATINE. 

Lbagi'bk  north,  as  fly  the  gull  and  auk. 
Point  Judith  watches  with  eye  of  hawk  ; 
Leagues   south,    thy   beacon    flames, 
Montauk  I 


I<onely  and  wind-shorn,  wood-forsaken. 
With  never  a  tree  for  Spring  to  waken. 
For  tryst  of  lovers  or  farewells  taken, 


Circled  by  waters  that  never  freese. 
Beaten  by  billow  and  swept  by  breea^ 
Lieth  the  island  of  Maniaecs, 

Set  at  the  moath  of  tbe^  Sound  to  hoM 
The  coast  lights  up  on  its  turret  old. 
Yellow  with  moas  and  sea-fog  moold. 

Dreary  the  land  when  gust  and  sleet 
At  its  doors  and  windows  howl  and  beat. 
And  Winter  laughs  at  its  fires  of  peat  I 

But  in  summer  time,  when  pool  and 

pond, 
Held  in  the  laps  of  valleys  fond. 
Are  blue  as  the  glimpses  of  sea  beyood ; 

When  the  hiDs   are   sweet  with  the 

brier^rose. 
And,  hid  in  the  warm,  soft  dells,  undoet 
Flowers  the  main-land  rarely  knows ; 

When  boats  to  their  morning  filing  go^ 
And,  held  to  the  wind  and  Anting  low. 
Whitening  and  darketung  the   small 
sails  show, — 

Then  is  that  lonelv  island  fair ; 

And  the  pale  healtn-seeker  findeth  then 

The  wine  of  life  m  its  pleasant  air. 

No  greener  valleys  the  son  invite,  ^ 
On  smoother  beaches  no  sea-birds  light. 
No  blue  waves  shatter  to  foam  mors 
white  1 

There,  circling  ever  their  narrow  ranges 
Quaint  tradition  and  legend  strange 
Live  on  unchallenged,  and  know  no 
change. 

Old  wives  sfMnning  their  webs  of  tow. 

Or  rocking  weirdly  to  and  fix> 

In  and  out  of  the  peat's  dull  glow, 

And  old  men  mending  their  nets  of 

twine. 
Talk  tf^ther  of  dream  and  sign. 
Talk  ofthe  lost  ship  Palatine,  — 

The  ship  that,  a  hundred  years  before. 
Freighted  deep  with  its  goodly  store. 
In  tlie  gales  ofthe  equinox  went  ashore. 
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riM  eager  islanders  one  by  one 
Counted  the  shots  of  her  signal  gun, 
And  heard  tbr  crash  when  she  drove 
right  on ! 

Into  the  teeth  of  death  she  sped : 
(May  God  forgive  the  hands  that  fed 
The  £dse  lights  over  the  rocky  Head  I ) 

O  men  and  brothers !  what  sights  were 

there  1 
White  up-turned  faces,  hands  stretched 

in  prayer! 
Where  waves  had  pity,  could  ye  not 

spare? 

Down  swooped  the  wreckers,  like  birds 

of  prey 
Tearing  tne  heart  of  the  ship  away, 
Acd  the  dead  had  never  a  word  to  say. 

And  then,  with  ghastly  shimmer  and 

shine 
Over  the  rocks  and  the  seethine  brine, 
They  burned  the  wreck  of  the  Palatine. 

In  their  cruel  hearts,  as  they  homeward 

sped, 
"The  sea  and  the  rocks  are  dumb," 

they  said: 
"  l*here  'tl  be  no  reckoning  with  the 

dead.*' 

But  the  year  went  round,  and  when 

once  more 
Along  their  foim-white  curves  of  shore 
They  heard  theline-storm  rave  and  roar, 

Behold !  s^in,  with  shimmer  and  shine. 
Over  the  rocks  and  the  seething  brine. 
The  flaming  wreck  of  the  Palatine  I 

So,  haply  in  fitter  words  than  these, 
Mending  their  nets  on  their  patient 

knera 
They  *ell  the  legend  of  Manisees. 

Nor  ^ookft  nor  tones  a  doubt  betray ; 
•*  It  IS  known  to  us  all,"  they  quietly 

sav; 
^  W«  too  have  seen  it  iu  our  day." 


Is  there,  then,  no  death  for  a  wocd 

once  spoken? 
Wats  never  a  deed  but  left  its  token 
Written  on  tables  never  broken  ? 

Do  the  elements  subtle  reflections  give? 
Do  pictures  of  all  the  ages  live 
On  Nature's  infinite  negative, 

Which,  half  in  sport,  in  malice  half,     *• 
Slie  shows  at  tiroes,  with  shudder  ot 

laugh. 
Phantom  and  shadow  in  photograph  ? 

For  still,  on  manv  a  moonless  night. 
From  Kingston  Head  and  from  Mon- 

tauk  light 
The  spectre  kmdles  and  bums  in  sight. 

Now  low  and  dim,  now  clear  and  higher, 
Leaps  up  the  terrible  Ghost  of  Fire, 
Then,  slowly  sinking,  the  flames  expire. 

And  the  wise  Sound  skippers,  though 

skies  be  fine. 
Reef  their  sails  when  they  see  the  sign 
Of  the  blazing  wreck  of  tne  Palatine  I 


"  A  fitter  tale  to  scream  than  sin^" 
The  Book-man  said.     "  Well,  nn- 
cy,  then," 
The  Reader  answered,  "  on  the  wing 
The  sea-birds   shriek  it,  not  for 
men. 
But  in  the  ear  of  wave  and  breeze !  " 
The  Traveller  mused  :  **  Your  Mani- 
sees 
Ts  fairy-land  :  off  Narragansett  shore 
Who  ever  saw  the  isle  or  heard  its 
name  before? 

"  *T  is  some  strange  land  of  Fly- 
away, 
Whose  areamy  shore  the  ship  be- 
guiles, 
St.  Brandan's  in  its  sea-mist  gray, 

Or  sunset  loom  of  Fortunate  Isles !" 
"  No  ghost,  but  solid  turf  and  rock 
Is  the  good  island  known  as  Block," 
The  Reader  said.    "For  beauty  and 

for  ease 
I  chose  its  Indian  name,  foft-flowing 
Manisees  I 
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**  But  let  it  pass :  here  is  a  bit 

Of  unrhymed  story,  with  a  hint 
Of  the  old  preaching  mood  in  ir, 

The  sort  of  sidelong  moral  sauint 
Our    friend    objects  to,   which   has 

grown, 
I  fear,  a  habit  of  my  own. 
*T  was  written  when  the  Asian  plague 

drew  near, 
And  the  land  held  its  breath  and  paled 
with  sudden  fear." 


ABRAHAM  DAVENPORT. 

In  the  old  days  (a  custom  laid  aside 

With  breeches  and  cocked  hats)  the 
people  sent 

Their  wisest  men  to  make  the  public 
laws. 

And  so,  from  a  brown  homestead,  where 
the  Sound 

Drinks  the  small  tribute  of  the  Mianas, 

Waved  over  by  the  woods  of  Rippo- 
wams, 

And  hallowed  by  pure  lives  and  tran- 
quil deaths, 

Stamford  sent  up  to  the  councils  of  the 
State 

Wisdom  and  grace  in  Abraham  Daven- 
port 

'T  was  on  a  May-day  of  the  far  old 

year 
Seventeen  hundred  eighty,  that  there 

fell 
Over  the  bloom  and  sweet  life  of  the 

Spring, 
Over  the  fresh  earth  and  the  heaven  of 

noon, 
A  horror  of  great  darkness,  like  the 

night 
In  day  of  which  the  Norland  sagas 

tell,  — 
The  Twilight  of  the  Gods.    ITie  low- 
hung  sky 
Was  black  with  ominous  douds,  save 

where  its  rim 
Was  fringed  with  a  dull  glow,  like  that 

which  climbs 
The  enter's  sides  from  the  red  hell 

below. 


Birds  ceased  to  nng,  and  aU  the  bom' 

yard  fowls 
Roosted ;  the  cattle  at  the  pasture  bars 
Lowed,  and  looked  homemid;  bats 

on  leathern  wings 
Flitted  abroad ;  the  sounds  of  labor 

died; 
Men  prayed,  and    women  wept;  all 

ears  grew  sharp 
To  hear  the  doom-blast  of  the  trumpet 

shatter 
The  black  sky,  that  the  dreadib]  fiice 

of  Christ 
Might  look  from  the  rent  donds,  not 

as  he  looked 
A  loving  guest  at  Bethany,  but  stem 
As  Justice  and  inexorable  Law. 

Meanwhile  in  the  old  State-House, 
dim  as  ghosts. 

Sat  the  lawgivers  of  Connecticut, 

Trembling  beneath  their  legislative 
robes. 

"  It  is  the  Lord's  Great  Day  I  Let  us 
adjourn," 

Some  said ;  and  then,  as  if  with  one 
accord, 

All  eyes  were  turned  to  Abraham  Dav- 
enport 

He  rose,  slow  deaving  with  his  steady 
_  voice 

The  intolerable  hush.  "  lliis  well  may 
be 

The  Day  of  Judgment  which  the  world 
awaits ; 

But  be  it  so  or  not,  I  only  know 

My  present  duty,  and  my  Lord's  com- 
mand 

To  occupy  till  he  come.  So  at  the 
post 

Where  he  hath  set  me  in  his  provi- 
dence, 

I  choose,  for  one,  to  meet  him  face  to 
face,  — 

No  faithless  servant  frightened  from 
my  task. 

But  ready  when  the  Lord  of  the  har- 
vest  calls ; 

And  therefore,  with  all  reverence,  I 
would  say. 

Let  God  do  his  work,  we  will  see  to 
ours. 

Bring  in  the  candles."  And  they 
brought  them  in. 
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llien  b]  the  flaring  lights  the  Speaker 
reafJ, 

Albeit  with  hoaicy  voice  and  shaking 
hands. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  regulate 

The  shad  and  alewive  fisheries.  Where- 
upon 

Wisely  and  well  spake  Abraham  Da- 
venport, 

Straight  to  the  question,  with  no  fig- 
ures of  speech 

Save  the  ten  Arab  signs,  yet  not  with- 
out 

The  shrewd  dry  humor  natural  to  the 
man : 

His  awe-struck  colleagues  listening  all 
the  while. 

Between  the  pauses  of  his  atgument. 

To  hear  the  thunder  of  the  wrath  of  God 

Break  from  the  hollow  trumpet  of  the 
cloud. 

And  there  he  stands  in  memory  to 

this  day. 
Erect,  self-poised,  a  rugged  face,  half 

seen 
Against  the  background  of  unnatural 

dark, 
A  witness  to  the  ages  as  they  pass, 
That  simple  duty  hath  no  place  for 

fear.         

He   ceased:  jtwt   then   the   ocean 
seemed 
To  lift  a  half-faced  moon  in  sight : 
And,    shoreward,  o'er    the    waters 
gleamed, 
From  crest  to  crest,  a  line  of  light. 
Such  as  of  old,  with  solemn  awe. 
The  fishers  by  Oennesaret  saw, 
When  dry-shod  o'er  it  walked  the  Son 

of  God, 
X'rackinK  the  waves  with  light  w4iere'er 
nis  sandals  trod. 

Silently  for  a  space  each  eye 

Upon  that  sudden  gloiy  turned ; 
Cool  from  the  land  the  breeze  blew 
by, 
The  tent-ropes  flapped,   the  long 
beach  cnumcd 
Its  waves  to  foam  ;  on  either  hand 
Stretched,  far  as  sight,  the  hillr  oT 
sand : 


With  bays  of  marsh,  and  capes  of  bush 

and  tree, 
The  wood's  olack  shore-line  loomed 

beyond  the  meadowy  sea. 

The  lady  rose  to  leave.    "  One  song. 
Or  hymn,"  they  uiged,  "before 
we  part.'* 
And  she,  with  lips  to  which  belong 

Sweet  intuitions  of  all  art. 
Gave  lo  the  winds  of  night  a  strain 
Which  they  who  heard  would  hear 
again  : 
And  to  her  voice  the  solemn  ocean  lent. 
Touching  its  harp  of  sand,  a  deep  ac 
companimenL 


The  harp  at  Nature's  advent  strung 

Has  never  ceased  to  play ; 
Tlie  song  the  stars  of  morning  sung 

Has  never  died  away. 

And  prayer  is  made,  and  praise  ia^ven. 

By  all  things  near  and  far : 
The  ocean  lookcth  up  to  heavwn, 

And  mirrors  every  star. 

Its  waves  are  kneeling  on  tfie  strand. 
As  kneels  the  human  knee, 

Their  white  locks  bowing  to  the  sand. 
The  priesthood  of  the  sea  i 

They  nour   their  glKtering  treasiiras 
forth, 

Their  gifts  of  peail  they  bring, 
And  all  the  listening  hills  of  earth 

Take  up  the  son^  they  sing. 

The  green  earth  setids  her  incense  up 
From  manv  a  m&uniain  shrine  ; 

From  folded  leaf  atid  dewy  cup 
She  pours  her  sacred  wine. 

The  mists  above  the  morning  rills 
Rise  white  as  wroes  of  prayer; 

The  altar-curtains  of  the  nills 
Are  sunset's  purple  air. 

The  winds  with  hymns  of  prais*  arc 
loud. 

Or  low  with  sobs  of  pain,  — 
The  thunder-organ  of  the  cloud. 

The  dropping  teara  of  nuD. 
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With   drooping   head    and    branches 

crossed 
The  twilight  forest  grieves, 
Or  speaks  with  tongues  of  Pentecost 
From  all  its  sunlit  leaves. 

The  blue  sky  is  the  temple's  arch, 

Its  transept  earth  and  air, 
f  he  music  of  its  starry  march 

The  chorus  of  a  prayer. 

60  Nature  keeps  the  reverent  frame 
With  which  ner  years  began, 

And  all  her  signs  and  voices  shame 
The  prayerless  heart  of  man. 

The  singer  ceased.    The  moon*s  white 
rays 

Fell  on  the  rapt,  still  face  of  her. 
*'AllahiiAlIakl    He  hath  praise 

From  all  thmgs,"  said  the  Traveller. 


"  Oft  from  the  desert's  sitent  nighty 
And    mountain   hymns    of  sunset 
lights, 
My  heart  has  feh  rebuke,  as  in  hn 

tent 
The  Moslem's  prayer  has  shamed  my 
Christian  knee  unbent" 

He  paused,  and  lo  I  frir,  fidnt,  and 

slow 
The   bells   in    Newbury's   steeples 

tolled 
The  twelve  dead  hours;  the  lamp 
burned  low ; 
The  singer  sought  her  canvas  fold. 
One  sadly  said,  *'  At  break  of  day 
We  strike  our  tent  and  go  our  way." 
But  one  made  answer  cheerily,  "  Never 

fear, 
We  Tl  pitch  this  tent  of  ou«  in  typa 
another  year." 
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THE  MANTLE    OF    ST.    JOHN 
DE  MATHA. 

A  LBGKND  OF   '*  THB  RBD,  WHITE,  AND 
BLUB,"  A.  D.  X154-Z864. 

A  STRONG  and  mighty  Angel, 

Calm,  terrible,  andoright. 
The  cross  in  blended  red  and  blue 

Upon  his  mantle  white  I 

Two  captives  bv  him  kneeling. 

Each  on  his  broken  chain. 
Sang  praise  to  God  who  raiseth 

The  dead  to  life  again  I 

Dropping  his  cross-wrought  mantle, 
"  Wear  this,"  the  Angel  said ; 

"  Take  thou,  O  Freedom's  priest,  its 
sign,— 
The  white,  the  blue,  and  red." 

Then  rose  up  John  de  Matha 
In  the  strength  the  Lord  Christ  gave. 

And  begged  through  all  the  land  of 
France 
The  ransom  of  the  slave. 


The  gates  of  tower  and  castle 

Before  him  open  flew. 
The  drawbridge  at  his  comii^  fell. 

The  door-bolt  backward  drew. 

For  all  men  owned  his  errand. 
And  paid  his  righteous  tax ; 

And  the  hearts  of  lord  and  peasant 
Were  in  his  hands  as  wax. 

At  last,  outbound  frxnn  Tunis, 
His  bark  her  anchor  weighed^ 

Freighted   with  seven-score  Christiaa. 
souls 
Whose  ransom  he  had  paid. 

But,  torn  by  Paynim  hatred. 

Her  sails  in  tatters  hung ; 
And  on  the  wild  waves,  rudderless, 

A  shattered  hulk  she  swung. 


"  God  save  us  I "  cried  the  captatta. 

"  For  naught  can  man  avail; 
O,  woe  beti&  the  ship  that  lacks 

Her  rudder  and  her  sail  I 
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'*  Behind  us  are  the  Moormen  : 

Ai  ssa  we  sink  or  strand  : 
There 's  death  upon  the  water, 

There 's  death  upon  the  laud  1 " 

Then  up  spake  John  de  Matha : 
'*  God's  errands  never  fail  I 

Take  thou  the  mantle  which  I  wear, 
And  make  of  it  a  sail." 

They  raised  the  cross-wrought  man- 
tle, 

The  blue,  the  white,  the  red ; 
And  straight  before  the  wind  off-shore 

The  ship  of  Freedom  sped. 

'*  God  help  us  !  *'  cried  the  seamen, 

"  For  vain  is  mortal  skill : 
The  good  ship  on  a  stormy  sea 

Is  drifting  at  its  wiU." 

Then  up  spsdce  John  de  Matha : 
"My  mariners,  never  fear  I 

The  Lord  whose  breath  has  filled  her 
sail 
May  well  our  vessel  steer  I  '* 

So  on  through  storm  and  darkness 
They  drove  for  weary  hours ; 

And  lo  I  the  third  gray  morning  shone 
On  Ostia's  friendly  towers. 

And  on  the  walls  the  watchers 
The  ship  of  mercy  knew,  — 

They  knew  far  off  its  holy  crossi 
Tbe  red,  the  white,  imd  blue. 

And  the  bells  in  all  the  steeples 

Rang  out  in  glad  accord. 
To  welcome  home  to  Christian  soil 

The  ransomed  of  the  Lord. 

60  runs  the  ancient  legend 
By  bard  and  painter  told  ;  ^ 

And  lo  I  the  cycle  rounds  again, 
The  new  is  as  the  old  1 

IVith  rudder  foully  broken, 

And  sails  by  traitors  torn, 
Dur  country  on  a  midnight  sea 

Is  waiting  for  the  mom. 

Before  her,  nameless  terror ; 
Behind,  the  pirate  foe ; 
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The  clouds^  are  black  above  her. 
The  sea  is  white  below. 

The  hope  of  all  who  sof&r. 
The  arcad  of  all  who  wrong, 

She  drifts  in  darkness  and  in  storm. 
How  long,  O  Lord  I  how  long  ? 

But  courase,  O  my  mariners  I 

Ye  shalTnot  suffer  wreck. 
While  up  to  God  the  freedman's  prayerr 

Are  rising  from  your  deck. 

Is  not  your  sail  the  banner 
Which  God  hath  blest  anew. 

The  mantle  that  De  Matha  wore. 
The  red,  the  white,  the  blue  ? 

Its  hues  are  idl  of  heaven,  — 

The  red  of  sunset's  dye. 
The  whiteness  of  the  moon-lit  dood* 

The  blue  of  morning's  sky. 

Wait  cheerily,  then,  O  mariners, 

For  daylight  and  for  land ; 
The  breath  of  God  is  in  your  sail. 

Your  rudder  is  His  hand. 

Sail  on,  sail  on,  deep-freishted 
With  blessings  and  witn  hopes ; 

The  saints  of  old  with  shadowy  hands 
Are  pulling  at  your  ropes.    * 

Behind  ye  holy  martyrs 
Uplift  the  palm  and  crown ; 

Before  ye  unborn  ages  send 
Their  benedictions  down. 

Take  heart  from  John  de  Matha  I— • 

God's  errands  never  fail  I 
Sweep  on  through  storm  and  darknea% 

The  thunder  and  the  hail  I 

Sail  on  1    The  morning  cometh. 

The  port  ye  yet  shall  win ; 
And  all  the  bells  of  God  shall  ring 

The  good  ship  bravely  in  1 


WHAT  THE  BIRDS  SAID. 

Tm  birds  against  the  April  wind 
Flew  northward,  singing  as  thejr  flew; 
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They  sang,  "The  land  we  leave  behind 
Has  swords  for  corn -blades,  blood  for 
dew." 

"  O  wild-birds,  flyins  from  the  South, 
What    saw   and    neard    ye,  gazing 
down?" 
**  We  saw  the  mortar's  upturned  mouth, 
The   sickened     camp,    the   blazing 
town  1 

*  Beneath  the  bivouac*s  starry  lamps, 
We  saw  your  march-worn  chilaren 
die  : 

In  shrouds  of  moss,  in  cypress  swampe, 
We  saw  your  dead  uncoffined  lie. 

**We   heard   the   starving   prisoner's 
sighs, 
And  saw,  from  line  and  trench,  your 
sons 
Follow  our  flight  with  home-sick  eyes 
Beyond  the  cattery's  smoking  guns." 

**  And  heard  and  saw  ye  only  wrong 
And  pain,"  I  cried,  "O  wing- worn 
flocks?" 
"We  heard,"  they  sang,  "the  freed- 
man's  song. 
The  crash  of  Slavery's  broken  locks  I 

*'  We  saw  from  new,  uprising  States 
The  treason-nursingmischiefspumed. 

As,  crowding  Freedom's  ample  gates. 
The  long-estranged  and  lost  returned. 

"  O'er  dusky  faces,  seamed  and  old, 
And  hands  horn-hard  with   unpaid 
toil, 

With  hope  in  every  rustline  fold. 
We  saw  your  star-dropt  nag  uncoil. 

"And  struggling  up  through  sounds 
accursed, 
A  ^teful  murmur  clomb  the  air ; 
A  whisper  scarcely  heard  at  first, 
It  filled  the  listening  heavens  with 
prayer. 

"  And  sweet  and  far,  as  from  a  star, 
Replied  a  voice  which  shall  not  cease, 

Till,  drowning  all  the  noise  of  war, 
It  singp  the  blessed  song  of  peace  I " 


So  to  me,  in  a  doubtfiil  day^ 

Of  chill  and  slowly  greening  spring 
Low  stooping  firom  the  cloudy  gray. 

The  wild-btrds  sang  or  seemed  to  sing. 
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Thev  vanished  in  the  misty  air, 
Tne  song  went  with  them  in 
flight: 

But  lo  1  they  left  the  sunset  fiur. 
And  in  the  evening  there  was  light. 


LAUS  DEO  I 

ON  HEARING  THR  BBLLS  KING  ON  THP 
PAS.SAGB  OF  THE  CONSTITUTIONAS 
AMENDMENT  ABOLISHING  SLAVERY. 

It  is  done  I 
Qang  of  bell  and  roar  of  gun 

Send  the  tidings  up  and  down. 
How  the  belfries  rock  and  reel  I 
How  the  great  guns,  peal  on  peal* 

Fling  the  joy  firom  town  to  town  I 


Ring,  O  bells  I 
Evenr  stroke  exulting  tells 

Of  the  burial  hour  of  cnme. 
Loud  and  long,  that  all  may 
Ring  for  every  listening  ear 

Of  Eternity  and  Time  1 


Let  us  kneel : 
God's  own  voice  is  in  that  peal, 

And  this  spot  is  holy  ground. 
Lord,  forgive  us  I    What  are  we. 
That  our  eyes  this  glory  see. 

That  our  ears  have  heard  the  sound! 

For  the  Lord 

On  the  whirlwind  is  abroad ; 
In  the  earthquake  he  has  spoken ; 

He  has  smitten  with  his  thundor 

The  iron  walls  asunder. 
And  the  gates  of  brass  are  broken  1 

Lnud  and  long 
Lift  the  old  exulting  song ; 

Sine  with  Miriam  by  the  sea 
He  has  cast  the  mighty  down ; 
Horse  and  rider  sink  and  drown ' 

"  He  hath  triumphed  gloriously  1 " 
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Did  we  dare. 

In  our  9%oKiy  of  prayer, 
Ask  for  more  than  He  has  done  } 

When  was  ever  his  right  hand 

Over  any  time  or  land 
Stretched  as  now  beneath  the  sun  ? 

How  they  pale. 
Ancient  myth  and  song  and  tale. 

In  this  wonder  of  oi.r  days, 
When  the  cruel  rod  of  war 
Blossoms  white  with  righteous  law, 

And  the  wrath  of  man  is  praise  I 

Blotted  out  I 

All  within  and  all  about 
iShall  a  fresher  life  begin ; 

Freer  breathe  the  universe 

As  it  rolls  its  heav^  curse 
On  the  dead  and  buned  sin  I 

It  is  done  I 
In  the  circuit  of  the  sun 

Shall  the  sound  thereof  ^o  forth. 
It  shall  bid  the  sad  rejoice, 
It  shall  give  the  dumb  a  voice, 

It  shall  bdt  with  joy  the  earth  1 

Rin^  and  swing. 
Bells  of  joy  1  On  morning's  wing 

Vend  the  song  of  praise  abroad  1 
With  a  sound  of  broken  chains 
Tell  the  nations  that  He  reigns, 

Who  alone  ia  Lord  and  God  I 
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Thank  God  for  rest,  where  none  molest. 
And  none  can  make  afraid,  — 

For  Peace  that  sits  as  Plenty's  guest 
Beneath  the  homestead  shade  1 

Bring  pike  and  gun,  the  sword's  red 
scourge. 

The  negro's  broken  chains, 
And  beat  them  at  the  blacksmith's  forge 

To  ploughshares  for  our  plains. 


Alike  henceforth  our  hills  of  snow, 
And  vales  where  cotton  flowers ; 

All  streams  that  flow,  all  winds  that 
blow 
Are  Freedom's  motive-powers. 

Henceforth  to  Labor's  chivalry 

Be  knightly  honors  paid  ; 
For  nobler  than  the  sword's  shall  be 

The  sickle's  accolade. 

Build  up  an  altar  to  the  Lord, 

O  grateful  hearts  of  ours  I 
And  shape  it  of  the  zreenest  sward 

That  ever  drank  the  showers. 

Lav  all  the  bloom  of  gardens  there. 
And  there  the  orchard  fruits ; 

Bring  golden  grain  from  sun  and  air. 
From  earth  ner  goodly  roots. 

There  let  our  banners  droop  and  flow. 

The  stars  uprise  and  fall ; 
Our  roll  of  martyrs,  sad  and  slow, 

Let  sighing  breezes  call. 

Their  names  let  hands  of  horn  and 
tan 

And  rough-shod  ktt  applaud. 
Who  died  to  make  the  slave  a  man. 

And  link  with  toil  reward. 

There  let  the  common  heart  keep  time 

To  such  an  anthem  sung 
As  never  swelled  on  poet's  rhyme. 

Or  thrilled  on  singer's  tongue. 

Song  of  our  burden  and  relief, 
Of  peace  and  long  annoy  ;  ^ 

The  passion  of  our  mighty  grief 
And  our  exceeding  joy  I 

A  song  of  praise  to  Him  who  filled 
The  harvests  sown  in  tears, 

And  gave  each  field  a  double  yield 
To  feed  our  battle-years ! 

A  song  of  faith  that  trusts  the  end 

To  match  the  good  begun. 
Nor  doubts  the  power  of  Love  to  blend 

The  hearts  of  men  as  one  I 


I 
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TO  THE  THIRTY-NINTH  CON- 
GRESS. 

O  PBOPLB-CHOSKN !  are  ye  not 
Likewise  the  chosen  of  the  Lord, 
To  do  his  will  and  speak  his  woni  ? 

From  the  loud  thunder-storm  of  war 
Not  man  alone  haih  called  ye  forth. 
But  he,  the  God  of  all  the  earth  1 

The  torch  of  vengeance  in  your  hands 
He  quenches  ;  unto  Him  belongs 
The  solemn  recompense  of  wrongs. 

Enough  of  blood  the  land  has  seen. 
And  not  by  cell  or  gallows-stair 
Shall  ye  the  way  ofGod  prepare. 

Say  to  the  pardon-seekers,  —  Keep 
Your  manhood,  bend  no  suppliant 

knees. 
Nor  palter  with  unworthy  pleas. 

Above  your  voices  sounds  the  wail 
Of  starving  men  ;  we  shut  in  vain 
Our  eyes  to  Pillow's  ghastly  stain. 

What  words  can  drown  that  bitter  cry? 
What  tears  wash  out  that  stain  of 

death  ? 
What  oathsconfirrayour  broken  faith? 

From  you  alone  the  guaranty 
Of  union,  freedom,  peace,  we  claim  ; 
We  urge  no   conqueror's  terms  of 
Bbazne. 


Alas  I  no  victor's  pride  is  ours ; 
We  bend  above  our  triumphs 
Like  David  o'er  his  rebel  son< 


Be  men,  not  beggars.    Canoel  aU 
By  one  brave,  generous  action ;  tnisi 
Your  better  instincts,  and  be  just  1 

Make  all  men  peers  before  the  law. 
Take    hands  from  off  the   negroV 

throat. 
Give  black  and  white  an  equal  vote. 

Keep  all  your  forfeit  lives  and  landa, 
But  give  the  common  law's  redress 
To  labor's  utter  nakedness. 

Revive  the  old  heroic  will ; 
Be  in  the  right  as  brave  and  stroc^^ 
As  ye  have  proved   yourselves   w 
wrong. 

Defeat  shall  then  be  victory, 
Your  loss  the  wealth  of  full  amends. 
And  hate  be  love,  and  foes  be  firienda^ 

Then  buried  be  the  dreadful  past, 
Its  common  slain  be  mourned,  and 

let 
All  memories  soften  to  regret 

Then  shall  the  Union's^  mother-heart 
Her  lost  and  wandering  ones  recall, 
Forgiving  and  restoring  all,  — 

And  Freedom  break  her  marble  trance 
Above  the  Capitolian  dome. 
Stretch  hands,  and  bid  ye  welcomt 
home  1 
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THE  ETERNAL  GOODNESS. 

O  FRiBNDS  I  with  whom  my  feet  have 
trod 

The  ^uiet  aisles  of  praver, 
Glad  witness  to  your  zeal  for  God 

And  love  of  man  I  bear. 


I  trace  your  lines'  of  argument ; 

Your  logic  linked  and  strong 
I  weigh  as  one  who  dreads  dissent. 

And  fears  a  doubt  as  wrong. 

But  still  my  human  hands  are  weak 
To  hold  your  iron  creeds : 


OUR  MASTER. 
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Aninst  the  wo>:6s  ye  bid  me  speak 
Ady  heart  within  zne  pleads. 

Who  fathoins  the  Eternal  Thought  ? 

Who  talks  of  scheme  and  plan  ? 
The  Lord  is  God  1    He  needeth  not 

The  poor  device  of  man. 

I  walk  with  bare,  hushed  feet  the  ground 
Ye  tread  with  boldness  shod  ; 

I  dare  not  6x  with  mete  and  bound 
The  love  and  power  of  God. 

f  e  praise  His  justice  ;  even  such 

His  pitying  love  I  deem  : 
Ye  seek  a  king ;  I  fain  would  touch 

The  robe  that  hath  no  seam. 

Ye  see  the  curse  which  overbrooda 

A  world  of  pain  and  loss  ; 
I  hear  our  Lord's  beatitudes 

And  prayer  upon  the  cross. 

More  than  your  schoolmen  teach,  within 

Myself,  alas  !  I  know ; 
Toe  dark  ye  cannot  paint  the  sin, 

Too  small  the  merit  show. 

I  bow  my  forehead  to  the  dust, 
I  veil  mine  eyes  for  shame,  ^ 
'And  urge,  in  trembling  self-distrust, 
A  prayer  without  a  claim. 

I  see  the  wrong  that  round  me  lies, 

I  feel  the  guilt  within  ; 
I  hear,  with  groan  and  travail-cries. 

The  world  confess  its  sin. 

Yet,  in  the  maddening  maze  of  things, 
And  tossed  by  storm  and  flood. 

To  one  fixed  stake  my  spirit  clings ; 
I  know  that  God  is  good  1 

Not  mine  to  look  where  cherubim 

And  seraphs  may  nol  see, 
But  nothing  can  be  good  in  Him 

Which  evil  is  in  me. 

The  wrong  that  pains'my  soul  below 
I  dare  not  throne  above  :     ^ 

I  know  not  of  His  hate,  —  I  Cnow 
His  goodness  and  His  love. 


I  dimly  guess  firom  blessings  known 

Of  greater  out  of  sight. 
And,  with  the  chastened  Psalmist,  ow» 

His  judgments  too  are  right. 

I  long  for  household  voices  gone. 
For  vanished  smiles  I  long, 

But  God  hath  led  my  dear  ones  on. 
And  He  can  do  no  wrong. 

I  know  not  what  the  future  hath 

Of  marvel  or  surprise* 
Assured  alone  that  life  and  death 

His  mercy  underlies. 

And  if  my  heart  and  flesh  are  weak 

To  bear  an  untried  pain. 
The  bruised  reed  He  will  not  break, 

But  strengthen  and  sustain. 

No  ofiering  of  my  own  I  have. 
Nor  works  mv  faith  to  prove  ; 

I  can  but  give  the  gifts  He  gave. 
And  plead  His  love  for  love. 

And  so  beside  the  Silent  Sea 

1  wait  the  muffled  oar ; 
No  harm  from  Him  can  come  to  me 

On  o^an  or  on  shore. 

I  know  not  where  His  islands  lift 
Their  flronded  palms  in  air ; 

I  only  know  I  cannot  drift 
Beyond  His  love  and  care. 

O  brothers  I  if  my  fiiith  is  vain. 

If  hopes  like  these  betray, 
Pray  for  me  that  my  feet  may  gain 

'the  sure  and  safer  way. 

And  Thou,  O  Lord !  by  whom  are  seei 

Th^  creatures  as  they  be, 
Foivive  me  if  too  close  I  lean 

Nly  human  heart  on  Thee  I 


OUR  MASTER. 

Immortal  Love,  forever  full, 
Forever  flowing  free, 

Forever  shared,  forever  whole, 
A  never-ebbing  sea  > 


ISO 
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Our  outward  lips  amresa  the  name 

All  oiher  names  above ; 
Z^ve  only  knoweth  whence  it  came. 

And  comprehendeth  love. 

Blow,  winds  of  God,  awake  and  blow 

The  mists  of  earth  away  I 
Shine  out,  O  Light  Divine,  and  show 

How  wide  ana  tar  we  stray  I 

Hush  every  lip,  dose  every  book. 
The  strife  of  tongues  for  Dear  ; 

Vhy  forward  reach,  or  backward  look. 
For  love  that  clasps  like  air? 

tVe  may  not  climb  the  heavenly  steeps 
To  bring  the  Lord  Christ  down  : 

In  vain  we  se?rch  the  lowest  deeps. 
For  him  no  depths  can  drown. 

Nor  holy  bread,  nor  blood  of  grape, 

The  lineaments  restore 
Of  him  we  know  in  outward  shap^ 

And  in  the  flesh  no  more. 

He  Cometh  not  a  king  to  reign  ; 

The  world's  lon^  hope  is  aim  ; 
The  weary  centuries  watch  in  vain 

The  clouds  of  heaven  for  him. 

Death  comes,  life  goes ;  the  asking -^yi^ 

And  ear  are  answerless  ; 
The  grave  is  dumb,  the  hollow  sky 

Is  sad  with  silentness. 

The  letter  fails,  and  systems  fall, 

And  every  symbol  wanes ; 
The  Spirit  over-brooding  all 

Eternal  Love  remains. 

And  not  for  signs  in  heaven  abo*'e 

Or  earth  below  tl.ey  lock. 
Who  know  with  John  Mssmilcof 'o.*e, 

With  Petjr  his  rebuke. 

In  joy  of  inward  peace,  cf  8."»nr< 

Of  sorrow  over  sin, 
He  is  his  owA  best  evidence. 

His  witness  is  within. 

No  fable  old,  nor  mythic  lor-, 
Nor  dream  of  bards  and  seers. 

No  dead  fact  stranded  on  th^  shoi>t 
Of  the  oblivious  years ;  — 


But  warm,  sweet,  tender,  eren  jet 

A  present  hel|>  is  he : 
And  fiiith  has  still  its  Olivet, 

And  love  its  Galilee. 


The  healing  of  his  seamless  dress 
Is  by  our  beds  of  pain ; 

We  touch  him  in  life's  thmqg  and 
And  we  are  whole  again. 


Through  him  the  first  fond  prayers  'mi 
said 

Our  lips  of  childhood  firame. 
The  last  low  whispers  of  our  dead 

Are  burdened  with  his  name. 

O  Lord  and  Master  of  us  all  I 
Whate'er  our  name  or  sign. 

We  own  thy  sway,  we  hear  thy  cal^ 
We  test  our  lives  by  thine. 

Thou  iudgest  us :  thy  purity 
Dotn  all  our  lusts  condemn ; 

The  love  that  draws  us  nearer  thee 
Is  hot  with  wrath  to  them. 

Our  thoughts  He  open  to  thy  sight ; 

And,  naked  to  thy  glance, 
Ouf  secret  sins  are  in  the  light 

Of  ihy  pure  countenance. 

Thy  healinc  pains,  a  keen  distress 
Thy  tendei  light  shines  in ; 

Thy  sweetness  i:>  the  bitterness. 
Thy  grace  the  pang  of  sin. 

Yet,  weak  and  blinded  though  we  be 
Thou  dost  our  service  ow:; ; 

We  bring  our  varying  gifU  to  ibee. 
And  thou  rejectest  none. 

To  thee  our  full  humanity. 

Its  joys  and  pains,  belong ; 
Tlie  wrong  of  man  to  man  on  thee 

Inflicts  a  deeper  wrong. 

Who  hates,  hates  thee,  who  loves  b« 
comes 

Therein  to  thee  allied ; 
All  sweet  accords  of  hearts  and  homes 

In  thee  are  multiplied. 
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Deep  sIriVe  thy  roots,  O  heavenly  Vine, 

Within  our  earthly  sod, 
Most  human  and  yet  most  divine, 

The  flower  of  man  and  God  I 

O  Love  I  O  Lifie  I  Our  faith  and  sight 
Thy  presence  maketh  one  : 

As  through  transfigured  clouds  of  white 
We  trace  the  noon-day  sun. 

3o,  to  our  mortal  eyes  subdued. 
Flesh-veiled,  but  not  concealed, 

We  know  in  thee  the  fiitherhood 
And  heaurt  of  God  revealed. 

We  fitintly^  hear,  we  dimly  see, 
In  differing  phrase  we  pray; 

But,  dim  or  clear,  we  own  in  thee 
The  Light,  the  Truth,  the  Way  I 

The  homage  that  we  render  thee 

Is  still  our  Blather's  own  ; 
Nor  jealous  claim  or  rivalry 

Divides  the  Cross  and  Throne. 

To  do  thy  will  is  more  than  praise, 
As  words  are  less  than  deeds, 

And  simple  trust  can  find  thy  ways 
We  miss  with  chart  of  creeds. 

No  pride  of  self  thy  service  hath. 
No  place  for  me  and  mine  ; 

Our  human  strength  is  weakness,  death 
Our  life,  apart  n-ora  thine. 

Apart  firom  thee  all  gain  is  loss, 

All  labor  vainly  done  ; 
The  solemn  shadow  of  thy  Cross 

Is  better  than  the  sun. 

Alone,  O  Love  ineffiible  I 

Thy  saving  name  is  given  ; 
To  turn  aside  from  thee  is  hell. 

To  walk  with  thee  is  heaven  1 

How  vain,  secure  in  all  thou  art, 
Our  noisy  championship  1  — 

The  sighing  of  the  contrite  heart 
Is  more  than  flattering  lip. 

Not  thine  the  bigot's  partial  plea. 
Nor  thine  the  zealot's  ban  ; 

lliou  well  canst  spare  a  love  of  thee 
WUd,  euds  in  hace  of  man. 


Our  Friend,    our   Brother,    and   oof 
Lord, 

What  may  thy  service  be? — 
Nor  name,  nor  form^  nor  ritual  word. 

But  simply  following  thee. 

We  bring  no  ghastly  holocaust. 

We  pile  no  graven  stone  ; 
He  serves  thee  best  who  loveth  roost 

His  brothers  and  thy  own. 

Thy  litanies,  sweet  offices 

Of  love  and  gratitude  ; 
Thy  sacramental  liturgies, 

The  joy  of  doing  good. 

In  vain  shall  waves  of  incense  drift 

The  vaulted  nave  around^ 
In  vain  the  minster  turret  lift 

Its  brazen  weights  of  sound. 

The  heart  must  ring   thy  Christmas 
bells, 

Thy  inward  altars  raise  \^ 
Its  faith  and  hope  thy  canticles. 

And  its  obedience  praise  1 


THE  VANISHERS. 

SwBBTBST  of  all  childlike  dreams 

In  the  simple  Indian  lore 
Still  to  me  the  legend  seems 

Of  the  shapes  who  flit  before. 

Flitting,  passing,  seen  and  gone. 
Never  reached  nor  found  at  rest, 

Baffline  search,  but  beckoning  on 
To  the  Sunset  of  the  Blest 

From  the  clefts  of  mountain  rocks, 
Through  the  dark  of  lowland  firs. 

Flash  the  eyes  and  flow  the  locks 
Of  the  mystic  Vanishers  I 

And  the  fisher  in  his  skiff, 
And  the  hunter  on  the  moss. 

Hear  their  call  from  cape  and  cliff. 
See  their  hands  the  birch-leaves  toss 

Wistfiil,  longing,  through  the  green 
Twilight  of  the  clustered  pines, 
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In  their  hem  rarely  seen 
Beauty  more  than  mortal  shines. 

Fringed  with  gold  their  mantles  flow 
On  the  slopes  of  westering  knoUs ; 

In  the  wind  they  whisper  low 
Of  the  Sunset  Land  of  Souls. 

Doubt  who  may,  O  friend  of  mine  I 
Thou  and  I  have  seen  them  too ; 

On  before  with  beck  and  sign 
Still  they  glide,  and  we  pursue. 

More  than  clouds  of  purple  trail 
'  In  the  gold  of  setting  day ; 
More  than  gleams  of  wing  or  sail 
Beckon  from  the  sea-mist  gray. 

Glimpses  of  immortal  youth. 
Gleams  and  glories  seen  and  flown, 

Far-heard  voices  sweet  with  truths 
Airs  from  viewless  Eden  blown,  — 

Beauty  that  eludes  our  grasp* 
Sweetness  that  transcends  our  taste, 

Loving^  hands  we  may  not  clasp, 
Shinmg  feet  that  mock  our  haste,  — 

Gentle  eyes  we  closed  below, 
Tender  voices  heard  once  more. 

Smile  and  call  us,  as  they  go 
On  and  onward,  still  before. 

Guided  thus,  O  friend  of  mine ! 

Let  us  walk  our  little  way, 
Knowing  by  each  beckoning  sign 

That  we  are  not  quite  astray. 

Chase  we  still,  with  baffled  feet. 
Smiling  eye  and  wavine  hand. 

Sought  and  seeker  soon  snail  meet, 
Lost  and  found,  in  Simset  Land  I 


REVISITED. 


KBAD  AT    THB   "  LAURKLS,"    ON    TH« 
MKSRIMACK,  6TM   MONTH,  1865. 

Thk  roll  of  drums  and  the  bngle*s  wail- 
ing 
Vex  the  air  of  our  vales  no  more ; 


The  spear  is  beaten  to  hooka  ofpmninft 
The  share  is  the  sword  the  soldier 
worel 

Sing  soft,  sang  low,  our  lowland  river. 
Under  thy  banks  of  laurel  bloom ; 

Softly  and  sweet,  as  the  hour  beseemeth. 
Sing  us  the  songs  of  peace  and  home. 

Let  all  the  tenderer  voices  of  nature 
Temper  the   triumph   and   chasten 
mirth. 
Full  of  the  infinite  love  and  pity 
For    fallen    martyr   and    darkctird 
hearth. 

But  to  Him  who  gives  ns  beauty  far 
ashes. 
And  the  oil  of  joy  for  monraing  long, 
Let  thy  hills  give  thanks,  and  all  thy 
waters 
Break  into  jubilant  waves  of  soog  I 

Bring  us  the  airs  of  hills  and  Ibrescs, 
The  sweet  aroma  of  birch  and  pine. 

Give  us  a  waft:  of  the  north-wind,  laden 
With  sweetbrier  odors  and  breath  of 
kinel 

Bring  us  the  purpleof  mountain  sunsets. 

Shadows  of  clouds  that  rake  the  hills, 

The  green   repose   of  thy  Plymouth 

meadows, 

The  gleam  and  ripple  of  CamptoQ 

rms. 

Lead  us  away  in  shadow  and  sunshine. 
Slaves  of  fiiocy,  tlm>ugh  all  thy  miles. 

The  winding  ways  of  Pemigewasset, 
And  Winnipesaukee's  hundred  isles. 

Shatter  in  sunshine  over  thy  ledges, 
Lau^h  in  thv  plunges  from  fall  to  &I1 ; 

Plav  with  thy  fringes  of  elms,  and  darken 
Under  the  shaae  of  the  mountain  walL 

The  cradle>8ong  of  thy  hillside  fbantains 
Here  in  thy  gTonr  and  strensth  repeat . 

Give  us  a  taste  of^thy  upland  music, 
Show  us  the  dance  of^hy  silver  fieeL 

Into  thy  dutiful  life  of  uses 
Pour  the  music  and  weave  theflofwers; 
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With  the  song  <iff  birds  and  bloom  of 
meadows 
Lighten  and  gladden  thy  heart  and 
ours. 

Stne  on !  bring  down,  O  lowland  river. 
The  joy  of  the  hills  to  the  waiting 


joy 
sea: 


The  wealth  of  the  vales,  the  pomp  of 
mountains, 
The  breath  of  the  woodlands,  bear 
with  thee. 

Here,  in  the  calm  of  thy  seaward  valley. 
Mirth  and  labor  shall  hold  their  truce ; 

Dance  of  water  and  mill  of  grinding, 
Both  are  beauty  and  both  are  use. 

Type  of  the  Northland's  strength  and 
glory, 
Pride  and  hope  of  our  home  and 
race,  —  _ 
Freedom  lending  to  rueged  labor 
Tints  of  beauty  and  fines  of  grace. 

Once  agaiH,  O  beautiful  river. 
Hear  our  greetings  and   take   our 
thanks; 

Hither  we  come,  as  Eastern  pilrrims 
Throng  to  the  Jordan's  sacred  oanks. 

For  though  by  the  Master's  feet  un- 
trodden, 
Though  never  his  word  has  stilled 
thy  waves, 
W^ell  for  us  may  thy  shores  be  holy, 
With  Christian    altars   and   saintly 
graves. 

And  well  may  we  own  thy  hint  and 

token 

Of  fairer  valleys  and  streams  than 

these. 

Where  the  rivcrsof  God  are  full  of  water. 

And  full  of  sap  are  his  healing  trees ! 


THE  COMMON  QUESTION. 

Bbhind  us  at  our  evening  meal 

The  gray  bird  ate  his  fill. 
Swung  downward  by  a  single  claw, 

And  wiped  his  hook((d  bill. 


He  shook  his  wings  and  crimson  tail. 

And  set  his  heM  aslant, 
And-,  in  his  sharp,  impatient  way,  . 

Asked,  *'  What  does  Charlie  want  ?" 

"  Fie,  silly  bird  !  "  I  answered,  "tuck 
Your  head  beneath  your  wing, 

And  go  to  sleep  "  ;  —  but  o'er  and  o'er 
He  asked  the  selfsame  thing. 

Then,  smiling,  to  myself  I  said  :-~ 
How  like  are  men  and  birds  I 

We  all  are  saying  what  he  says. 
In  action  or  in  words. 

The  boy  with  whip  and  top  and  dram. 
The  girl  with  hoop  and  doll, 

And  men  with  lands  and  houses,  ask 
The  question  of  Poor  PolL 

However  full,  with  something  more 
We  fain  the  bag  would  cram ; 

We  sigh  above  our  crowded  nets 
For  fish  that  never  swam. 

No  bounty  of  indulgent  Heaven 
The  vague  desire  can  stav ; 

Self-love  IS  still  a  Tartar  milll 
For  grinding  prayers  alway. 

The  dear  God  hears  and  pities  all : 
He  knoweth  all  our  wants : 

And  what  we  blind! v  ask  of  him 
His  love  vrithholas  or  grants. 

And  so  I  sometimes  think  our  prayers 
Might  well  be  merged  in  one  ; 

And  nest  and  perch  and  hearth  an4 
church 
Repeat,  "  Thy  will  be  done." 


BRYANT  ON  HIS  BIRTHDAY 

Wk  praise  not  now  the  poet's  art. 
The  rounded  beauty  of  his  song ; 

Who  weighs  him  from  his  life  apart 
Must  do  his  nobler  nature  wrong. 


Not  for  the  eye,  familiar  grown 
With  charms  to  common  sight 
nied, — 
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The  marrellous  gift  he  shares  alone 
With  him  who  walked  on  Rydal-side ; 

Not  for  rapt  hymn  nor  woodland  lay. 
Too  grave  tor  smiles,  too  sweet  for 
tears ; 

We  speak  his  praise  who  wears  to-day 
The  glory  of  his  seventy  years. 

When  Peace  brings  Freedom  in  her 
train, 

Let  happy  lips  his  songs  rehearse  ; 
His  life  is  now  his  noblect  vtiain. 

His  manhood  better  than  his  verse  I 

Thank  God  I  his  hand  on  Nature's  keys 
Its  cunning  keeps  at  life's  full  span  ; 

But,  dimmed  and  dwarfed,  in  tiroes  like 
these, 
The  poet  seems  beside  the  man  I 

So  be  it  I^  let  the  garlands  die, 
The   sineer's  wreath,   the  painter's 
meed. 

Let  our  names  perish,  if  thereby 
Our  country  may  be  saved  and  freed  I 


HYMN 


FOR  THE  OPRNINC  OF  THOMAS  STARR 

king's  house  op  worship,  Z864. 

Amidst  these  jglorious  works  of  thine. 
The  solemn  mmarets  of  the  pine. 
And  awfiil  Shasta's  icy  shrine,  — 

Where  swell  thy  hymns  fiom  wave  and 

gale» 
And  organ-thunders  never  foil. 
Behind  the  cataract's  silver  veil,  — 

Our  puny  walls  to  Thee  we  raise. 
Our  poorreed-mubic  sounds  thy  praise  : 
Forgive,  O  Lord,  our  childish  ways  I 

For,  kneeling  on  these  altar-stairs, 
We  uige  Thee  not  vvith  selfish  prayers. 
Nor  murmur  at  our  daily  cares. 

Before  Thee,  in  an  evil  day. 

Our  country's  bleeding  heart  we  lay, 

And  dare  not  aak  thy  hand  to  stay; 


But,  through  the  war-dcod,  pray  totbea 
For  union,  but  a  union  free. 
With  peace  that  comes  of  purity  t 

That  Thou  wilt  bare  thy  arm  to  save. 
And,  smiting  through  this  Red  Sea 

wave. 
Make  broad  a  pathway  for  the  slave  I 

For  us,  confessing  all  our  need. 
We  trust  nor  rite  nor  word  nor  deed. 
Nor  yet  the  broken  staff  of  creed. 

Assured  alone  that  Thou  art  good 
To  each,  as  to  the  multitude. 
Eternal  Love  and  Fatherhood,—* 

Weak,  sinful,  blind,  to  Thee  we  kneel. 
Stretch   dumbly  forth  our  hancb,  and 

feel 
Our  weakness  is  our  strong  appeaL 

So,  by  these  Western  gates  of  Even 
We  wait  to  see  with  tbv  forgiven 
The  opening  Golden  Gate  of  Heaven  I 

SuflBce  it  now.    In  time  to  be 
Shall  holier  altars  rise  to  thee,  — 
Thy  Church  our  broad  humanity ! 

White  flowers  of  love  its  walls  shall 

climb. 
Soft  bells  of  peace  shall  ring  its  chime. 
Its  days  shall  all  be  holy  time. 

A  sweeter  song  shall  then  be  heard,  -^ 
The  music  of  the  world's  accent 
Confessing  Christ,  the  Inward  W<»d  I 

That  song  shall  swell  iirom  shore  to 

shore, 
One  hope,  (me  fiiith,  one  love,  restoni 
The  sesimless  robe  that  Jesus  wore. 


THOMAS  STARR  klNG. 

The  great  work  laid  upon  his  twoacorft 

years 
Is  done,  and  well  done.    If  we  drop  oin 

tears. 
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Who  loved  him  as  few  men  were  ever 
loved, 

We  mourn  no  blighted  hope  nor  bro- 
ken plan 

With  him  whose  life  stands  rounded 
and  approved 

In  the  full  giDwth  and  stature  of  a  man. 


Mingle,  Obells,  alongthe  Westernslope, 
your  deep  toll  a 
and  hope  ! 


With  your  deep  toll  a  sound  of  £uth 


Wave  cheerily  still,  O  banner,  half-way 

down. 
From  thoujand -masted  bay  and  stee- 

pled  townl 


Let  the  strong  organ  with  its  loftiest 

swell 
Lift  the  proud  sorrow  of  the  land,  and 

That  the  brave  sower  saw  his  ripened 

grain. 
O  East  and  West  I  O  mom  and  sunset 

twain 
No  more  forever  I — has  he  lived  in 

vain 
Who,  priest  of  Freedom,  made  ye  one, 

and  told 
Your  bridal  service  from  his  lip*  of 

gold? 
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AMONG    THE    HILLS. 


^       PRELUDE. 

Axx)NG  the  roadside,  like  the  flowers 
of  gold 

That  tawny  Incas  for  their  gardens 
wrought, 

Heavy  with  sunshine  droops  the  gol- 
den-rod, 

And  the  red  pennons  of  the  cardinal- 
flowers 

Hang  motionless  upon  their  upright 
staves. 

The  sky  is  hot  and  hazy,  and  the 
wind, 

Wing-weary  with  its  long  flight  from 
the  south, 

Uhfelt ;  yet,  closely  scanned,  yon  ma- 
ple leaf 

With  fiiintest  motion,  as  one  stirs  in 
dreams, 

Confesses  it.    The  locust  bv  the  wall 

Stabs  the  noon-silence  with  his  sharp 
alarm. 

A  single  hay-cart  down  the  dusty  road 

Creaks  slowly,  with  its  driver  fiut 
asleep 

On  the  load's  (op.  Against  the  neigh- 
boring hill. 

Huddled  along  the  stone  wall's  shady 
side. 

The  sheep  show  white,  as  if  a  snow- 
drift still 

Defied  the  dog-star.  Through  the 
open  door 

A  drowsy  smell  of  flowers  —  gray  helio- 
trope. 

And  white  sweet-clover,  and  shy  migno- 
nette — 

Comes  faintly  in,  and  silent  chorus 
lends 

To  the  pervading  symphony  of  peace. 

No  time  is  this  for  hands  long  over- 
worn 


To  task  their  strength  :  and  (unto  Him 

be  praise 
Who  giveth  quietness  1)  the  stress  and 

strain 
Of  years  that  did  the  work  of  cen- 
turies 
Have  ceased,  and  we  can  draw  our 

breath  once  more 
Freely  and  full.     So,  as  yon  harvesters 
Make  glad  their  nooning  underneath 

the  elms 
With  tale  and  riddle  and  old  snatch 

of  song, 
I  lay  aside  grave  themes,  and  idly  turn 
The  leaves  of  Memory's  sketch-book, 

dreaming  o'er 
Old  Eummer  pictures  of  the  quiet  hills, 
And  human  life,  as  quiet,  at  their  feet 

And  yet  not  idly  all.    A  farmer's  son, 
Proua  of  field-lore  and  harvest  craft, 

and  feeling  ^  ^  ,  , 
All  their  fine  (lossibilities,  how  rich 
And  restful  even  poverty  and  toil 
Become  when  beauty,  harmony,  and 

love 
Sit  at  their  humble  hearth  as  angels 

sat 
At  evening   in  the   patriarch's   tent, 

when  man 
Makes  labor  noble,  and  his  ^rroer's 

frock 
The  symbol  of  a  Christian  chivalry 
Tender  and  just  and  generous  to  her 
Who  clothes  with  grace  all  duty  ;  still, 

I  know 
Too   well    the    picture    has  anothei 

side,  — 
How  wearily  the  grind  of  toil  goes 

on 
Where  love  is  wanting,  how  the  eye 

and  ear 
And  heart  are  starved  amidst  the  plen* 

itude 
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Of  nature,  and  how  hard  and  colorleaa 

Is  life  without  an  atmosphere.     I  look 

AcroM  the  lapse  of  halt  a  century, 

And  call  to  mind  old  homesteads, 
where  no  flower 

Told  that  the  spring  had  come,  but 
evil  weeds, 

Nightshade  and  rough-leaved  burdock 
in  the  place 

Of  the  sweet  doorway  greeting  of  Uie 
rose 

And  honeysuckle^  where  the  house 
walls  seemed 

Blistering  in  sun,  without  a  tree  or 
vine 

To  cast  the  tremulous  shadow  of  its 
leaves 

Across  the  curtainless  windows  from 
whose  panes 

Fluttered  the  signal  ra^s  of  shifiless- 
ness ; 

Within,  the  cluttered  kitchen-floor, 
unwashed 

(Broom-clean  I  think  they  called  it) ; 
the  best  room 

Stifling  with  cellar  damp,  shut  from 
the  air 

In  hot  midsummer,  bookless,  picture- 
less 

Save  the  inevitable  sampler  hung 

Over  the  fireplace,  or  a  mourning- 
piece, 

A  green-haired  woman,  peony-cheeked, 
beneath 

Impossible  willows ;  the  wide-throated 
hearth 

Bristling  with  faded  pine-boughs  half 
concealing 

The  piled-up  rubbish  af  the  chimney's 
back  : 

And,  in  sad  keeping  with  all  things 
about  them. 

Shrill,  querulous  women,  sour  and 
sullen  men, 

Untidy,  loveless,  old  before  their  time, 

With  scarce  a  human  interest  save 
their  own 

Monotonous  round  of  small  economies, 

Or  the  poor  scandal  of  the  neighbor- 
hood ; 

Blind  to  the  beauty  everywhere  re- 
vealed, 

I'reading  the  May-flogven  with  regard- 
less feet ; 


For  them  the  waag-wpatnom  and  the 

bobolink 
Sang  not,  nor  winds  made  music  in 

the  leaves : 
For  them  in  vain  October's  holocaust 
Burned,  gold  and  crianson,  over  all  the 

hills. 
The  sacramental  mystery  of  the  wtxtds^ 
Church-goers,  fearftil   of  the    anseen 

Powers, 
But   grumbling   over    polpit-tax  and 

pew-rent. 
Saving,  as  shrewd   economists,  theii 

souls 
And  winter  pork  with  the  least  poaai' 

ble  outlay 
Of  salt  and  sanctity ;  in  daily  life 
Showing  as  little  actual  comprehensico 
Of  Christian  charity  and  love  and  dury. 
As  if  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  had 

been 
Outdated  like  a  last  year's  almanac : 
Rich  in  broad  woodlands  and  in  halt* 

tilled  fields, 
And  yet  so  pinched  and  bare  and  onm« 

fortless. 
The  veriest  straggler  limping  on  h«ii 

rounds. 
The  sun  and  air  his  sole  inheritance, 
Laughed  at  a  poverty  that  paid  \\* 

taxes. 
And  hugged  his  raga  in  self-compla* 

cency  I 

Not  such  should  be  the  homesteads  «/ 

a  land 
Where  whoso  wisely  wills  and  acts  ma^ 

dwell 
As  king  and  lawgiver,  in  broad-acrei 

state. 
With  beauty,  art,  taste,  culture,  book^ 

to  make^ 
His  hour  of  leisure  richer  than  a  life 
Of  fourscore  to  the  barons  of  old  time. 
Our  yeoman  should  be  equal  to  his 

home 
Set  in  the  fair,  green  valleys,  purple 

walled, 
A  man  to  match  his  mountains,  not  to 

creep 
Dwarfed  and  abased  below  then.    | 

would  fain 
In  this  light  way  (of  which   I  needs 

must  own 
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With  the  kniftrgriaderof  whom  Can- 
niM  sings, 

"  Story,  God  bless  you  !  I  have  none 
to  tell  you  I  ") 

InTite  the  eye  to  see  and  heart  to  feel 

The  beauty  and  the  joy  within  their 
reach*  — 

Hoipe,  and  home  loves,  and  the  beati* 
tudes 

Of  nature  free  to  alL    Haply  in  years 

Iliac  wait  to  take  the  places  of  our 
own. 

Heard  where  some  breezy  balcony 
looks  down 

On  happy  homes,  or  where  the  lake  in 
the  moon 

Sleeps  dreaming  of  the  mountains,  (air 
as  Ruth, 

In  the  old  Hebrew  pastoral,  at  the 
feet 

Of  Boaz,  even  this  simple  lay  of  mine 

May  seem  the  burden  of  a  prophecy, 

Finding  its  late  fulfilment  in  a  change 

Slow  as  the  oak's  growth,  lifting  man- 
hood up 

Through  broader  culture,  finer  man- 
ners, love. 

And  reverence,  to  the  level  of  the  hills. 

O  Golden  Age,  whose  light  is  of  the 

dawn. 
And  not  of  sunset,  forward,  not  behind. 
Flood  (he  new  heavens  and  earth,  and 

with  thee  bring 
All  the  old  virtues,  whatsoever  things 
Are  pure  and  honest  and  of  good  re* 

Sule, 
d  thereto  whatever   bard  has 
sung 

Or  seer  has  told  of  when  in  trance  and 
dream 

They  saw  the  Happy  Isles  of  prophe- 
cy I 

Let  Justice  hold  her  scale,  and  Truth 
divide 

Between  the  right  and  wrong ;  but 
give  the  heart 

ITie  freedom  of  iis  fair  inheritance  ; 

Let  the  poor  prisoner,  cramped  and 
starved  so  long. 

At  Nature's  table  feast  his  ear  and 
eye 

VITith  joy  and  wonder ;  let  all  har- 
monies 


Of  sound,  form,  oolor,  noCioat  wait 

upon 
The  princely  guest,  whether  in  soft 

attire 
Of  leisure  dad,  or  the  coane  frock  of 

toU. 
And,  lending  life  to  the  dead  form  of 

feith. 
Give  human  nature  reverence  for  the 

sake 
Of  One  who  bore  it,  making  it  divine 
With  the  ineffable  tenderness  of  God  ; 
Let  common  need,  the  biotherhood  of 

prayer, 
Tlie  heirship  of  an  unknown  deatiny. 
The  unsolved  mystery  round  about  us, 

make 
A  man  more  precious  than  the  gold  of 

Ophir. 
Sacred,  inviolate,  unto  whom  all  things 
Should  minister,  as  outward  types  and 

signs 
Of  the  eternal  beauty  which  fulfils  ^ 
The  one  great   purpose  of  creation. 

Love, 
The  sole  necessity  of  Earth  and  Heav- 
en ! 
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the 


weeks  the  clouds  had  raked 
hills 

And  vexed  the  vales  with  raining. 
And  all  the  woods  were  sad  with  mist. 
And  all  the  brooks  complaining. 

At  last,  a  sudden  night-storm  tore 
The  mountain  veils  asunder. 

And  swept  the  valleys  clean  before 
The  besom  of  the  thunder. 

Through   Sandwich  notch  the  west 
wind  sang 

Good  morrow  to  the  cotter ; 
And  once  again  Chocorua's  horn 

Of  shadow  pierced  the  water. 

Above  his  broad  lake  Ossipee, 
Once  more  the  sunshine  wearing. 

Stooped,  tracing  on  that  silver  shield 
His  grim  armorial  bearing. 

Clear  drawn  against  the  hard  blue  sky 
The  peaks  had  winter's  keenness ; 
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And,  doM  on  autumn's  frost,  the  vales 
Had  more  than  June's  fresh  green- 
ness. 

Again  the  sodden  forest  floors 
With  golden  lights  were  checkered. 

Once  more  rejoicing  leaves  in  wind 
And  sunshine  danced  and  flidcered 

It  was  as  if  the  sunnmer's  late 

Atoning  for  its  sadness 
Had  borrowed  every  season's  charm 

To  end  its  days  in  gladness. 

I  call  to  mind  those  banded  vales 

Of  shadow  and  of  shining. 
Through  which,  my  hoste&s  at  my  side, 

I  drove  in  day's  declining. 

We  held  our  sidding  way  above 

The  river's  whitening  shallows, 
By    homesteads  old,   with  wide-flung 
bams 
Swept  through  and  through  by  swal- 
lows, — 

By  maple  orchards,  belts  of  pine 
And  larches  climbing  darkly 

The  moimtain  slopes,  and,  over  all, 
The  great  peaks  rising  starkly. 

You  should  have  seen  that  long  hill- 

With  gaps  of  brightness  riven,  — 
How  through  each  pass  and  hollow 
streamed 
The  purpling  lights  of  heaven,  — 

Rivers  of  gold-mist  flowing  down 
From  for  celestial  fountains,  — 

The  great  sun  flaroine  through  the  rifls 
Beyond  the  wall  of  mounuins  I 

We  paused  at  last  where  home-bound 
cows 

Brought  down  the  pasture's  treasure, 
Aiid  m  the  bam  the  rhythmic  flails 

Beat  out  a  harvest  measure. 

We    heard   the   night-hawk's   sullen 
plunge, 
T^he  crow  his  tree-mates  calling: 
The  shadows    lengthening  down  the 
slopes 
About  our  feet  were  falling. 


And  through  them  amoie  d^  ievd  an 
In  broken  lines  of  si^eador. 

Touched  the  gray  rocks  and  made  the 
green 
Of  the  shorn  grass  in<»tt  tender. 

The  maples  bending  o'er  the  gate, 
Their  arch  of  leaves  just  tinted 

With  yellow  warmth,  the  golden  gk>« 
Of  coming  autumn  hinted. 

Keen  white  between  the  farm-hooM 
showed. 

And  smiled  on  porch  and  trdlis, 
The  £iir  democracy  of  flowers 

That  equals  cot  and  palace. 

And  weaving  garlands  for  her  dog, 

Twixt  chidings  and  caresses, 
A  human  flower  of  childhood  shook 
The  sunshine  itom  her  i 


On  either  hand  we  saw  the  signs 
Of  fancy  and  of  shrewdness, 

Where  taste  had  wound  its  arms  of 
vines 
Round  thrift's  uncomely  rudeness. 

The  sun-brown  farmer  in  his  f7X)dc 
Shook  hands,  and  called  to  Mary: 

Bare-armed,  as  Tuno  might,  she  came, 
White-aproned  from  her  dairy. 

Her  air,  her  smile,  her  motions,  told 
Of  womanlv  completeness : 

A  music  as  of  household  songs 
Was  in  her  voice  of  sweetness. 

Not  beautiful  in  curve  and  line, 
But  something  more  and  better. 

The  secret  charm  eluding  art, 
Its  spirit,  not  its  letter ;  — 

An  inborn  grace  that  nothing  ladced 

Of  culture  or  appliance,  — 
The  warmth  of  genial  courtesy. 

The  calm  of  self-reliance. 

Before  her  queenly  womanhood 
How  dared  our  hostess  utter 

The  paltry  errand  of  her  need 
To  buy  her  fresh-churned  butter  ? 

She  led  the  way  with  hou«ewifa  pri^ 
Her  goodly  store  diadflwim 
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full  tendeily  the  golden  balls  ^ 
With  practised  hands  disposing. 

Then,  wnile  along  the  we«tern  hills 
We  watched  the  changeful  glory 

Of  sunset,  on  our  homeward  way, 
I  heard  her  simple  story. 

The  early  crickets  sang :  the  stream 
Plashed  through  my  friend's  narra- 
tion : 

Her  rustic  patois  of  the  hills 
Lost  in  my  free  translation. 

*'  More  wise,"  she  said,  "  than  those 
who  swarm 

Our  hills  in  micdle  summer, 
ifhe  came,  when  J  une's  first  roses  blow, 

To  greet  the  early  comer. 

"  From  school  and  ball  and  rout  she 
came. 

The  city's  fair,  pale  daughter. 
To  drink  the  wine  of  mountain  air 

Beside  the  Bearcamp  Water. 

"  Her  step  grew  firmer  on  the  hills 
That  watch  our  homesteads  over  ; 

On  cheek  and  lip.  firoro  summer  fields, 
She  caught  the  bloom  of  clover. 

**  For  health  comes  sparkling  in  the 
streams 

From  cool  Chocorua  stealing : 
There  *s  iron  in  our  Northern  winds  ; 

Our  pines  are  trees  of  healing. 

"  She  sat  beneath  the  broad-armed  elms 
That  skirt  the  mowing- meadow, 

And   watched    the   gentle    west-wind 
weave 
The  grass  with  shine  and  shadow. 

'*  Beside  her,  from  the  summer  heat 
To  share  her  grateful  screening. 

With  forehead  bared,  the  farmer  stood. 
Upon  his  pitchfork  leaning. 

*  Framed  in  its  damp,  dai%  locks,  his 
face 

Had  nothing  mean  or  commt>n,  ^- 
Strong,  manly,  true,  the  tenderness 

And  pride  beloved  of  woman. 


'*  She   looked  up,  glowing  with   the 
health 

The  country  air  had  broueht  her. 
And,  laughing,  said :  '  You  lack  a  wife. 

Your  mother  lacks  a  daughter. 


i(  < 


To  mend  your  frock  and  bake  your 
bread 

You  do  not  need  a  lady : 
Be  sure  among  these  brown  old  homes 
Is  some  one  waiting  ready,  — 
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Some  fair,  sweet  girl  with  skilful  hai?** 
And  cheerful  heart  for  treasure, 
Who  never  played  with  ivory  keys, 
Or  dancedf  ttie  polka's  measure.' 

"  He  bent  his  black  brows  to  a  frowa 
He  set  his  white  teeth  tightly. 

'  *T  is  wei].'  he  said,  '  for  one  like 
To  choo8»  for  me  so  lightly. 


yoi* 


"  '  You  think,  because  my  life  is  rUu^ 
I  take  no i:oie  ot  sweetness: 

I  tell  you  lovis  ^j«  naught  to  do 
With  meetne^s  or  unmeetnevs. 

"  '  Itself  its  best  excuse,  it  ask« 
No  leave  of  pride  or  fashion 

When  silken  zone  ur  nome«pun  mick 
It  stirs  with  throbs  of  ]>&8sion. 

" '  You  think  me  deaf  and  blind  ;  yoa 
bring  ^ 

Your  winning  graces  hither 
As  free  as  if  from  cradle-tinie 

We  two  liad  played  together. 

"  '  You  tempt  me  with  yoM»  )w<£hinii 
eyes. 

Your  cheek  of  sundown's  blu«&es, 
A  motion  as  of  waving  grain, 

A  music  as  of  thrushes. 

"  •  The  plaything  of  your  summer  spott 
The  spells  you  weave  around  mo 

You  cannot  at  your  will  undo, 
Nor  leave  me  as  you  found  me. 

" '  You  ffo  as  lightly  as  you  came. 
Your  life  is  well  without  me  ; 

What  care  you  thaf  these  hills  wiU  tloM 
Like  prison-walls  about  me  i 
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No  mood  is  mine  to  seek  a  wife, 
Or  daughter  for  my  mother  : 
Who  loves  you  lo<ies  in  that  love 
All  power  to  love  another  I 

••  *  I  dare  your  pity  or  your  scorn, 
With  pride  your  own  exceeding  ; 

I  fling  my  heart  into  your  lap 
Without  a  word  of  pleading.* 

*  She  looked  up  in  his  face  of  pain 

So  archly,  yet  so  tender  : 
'And  if  1  lend  you  mine,'  she  said, 

'  Will  you  forgive  the  lender? 

'* '  Nor  frock  nor  tan  can  hide  the  man , 
And  see  you  not,  my  farmer, 

How  weak  and  fond  a  woman  waits 
Behind  this  silken  armor? 

"  *  I  love  you :  on  that  love  alone. 
And  not  my  worth,  presuming,^ 

Will  you  not  trust  for  summer  fruit 
The  tree  in  May-day  blooming  ? ' 

"  Alone  the  hangbird  overhead, 
His  hair-swung  cradle  straining, 

Looked  down  to  see  love's  miracle,  — 
The  giving  that  is  gaining. 

'*  And  so  the  fanner  found  a  wife. 
His  mother  found  a  daughter  : 

There  looks  no  happier  home  than  hers 
On  pleasant  Bearcamp  Water. 

*'  Flowers  spring  to  blossom  where  she 
walks 

The  careful  ways  of  duty ; 
Our  hard,  stiff  lines  of  life  with  her 

Are  flowing  curves  of  beauty. 

"  Our  homes  are  cheerier  for  her  sake. 
Our  door-yards  brighter  blooming. 

And  all  about  the  social  air 
Is  sweeter  for  her  coming. 

**  Unspoken  homilies  of  peace 
Her  daily  life  is  preaching  : 

llie  still  refreshment  of  the  dew 
Is  her  unconscious  teaching. 

"  And  never  tenderer  hand  than  hers 
Unknits  the  brow  of  ailing  ; 

Her  garments  to  the  sick  man's  ear 
Have  music  in  their  trailing. 


*'  And  when,  in  pleasant  harvest  raooo^ 
The  youthful  nuakers  gather. 

Or  sleigh -drives  on  the  mountain  mijt 
Defy  the  winter  weather,  •— 

'*  In   sugar<ainps,    when   south    and 
warm 

The  winds  of  March  are  blowing. 
And  sweetlv  frxmi  its  thawing  veins 

The  maple's  blood  is  flowmg,  — 

"  In  summer,  where  some  lilied  pond 

Its  virgin  lone  is  bearing. 
Or  where  the  ruddy  autumn  fire 

Lights  up  the  apple-paring,  — 

"  The  coarseness  of  a  ruder  time 

Her  6ner  mirth  displaces, 
A  subtler  sense  of  pleasure  fills 

Each  rustic  sport  she  graces. 

"  Her  presence  lends  its  wwaith  and 
health 

To  all  who  come  before  it 
If  woman  lost  us  £den,_  such 

As  she  alone  restore  it 

"  For  larger  life  and  wiser  aims 

The  farmer  is  her  debtor ; 
Who  holds  to  his  another^s  heart 

Must  needs  be  worse  or  better. 

"  Through  her  his  civic  service  shows 

A  purer-toned  ambition  ;^ 
No  double  consciousness  divides 

The  man  and  politician. 

"  In  party's  doubtful  ways  he  tmsts 
Her  instincts  to  determine  ; 

At  the  loud  polls,  the  thought  of  h«r 
Recalls  Christ's  Mountam  Sermoa 

"  He  owns  her  logic  of  the  bean, 

And  wisdom  of  unreason. 
Supplying,  while  he  doubts  and  w«igi*s. 


<« 


The  needed  word  in  season. 


He 


sees   with    pride    her    ridhff 
thought. 
Her  fancy's  freer  ranns ; 
And  love  thus  deepened  to  respect 
Is  proof  against  all  changes. 

"  And  if  she  walks  at  ease  in  ways 
Ilis  feet  are  slow  to  travel. 
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And  if  she  reads  with  cultured  eyes 
What  his  may  scarce  unravel, 

**  Still  clearer,  for  her  keener  sight 

Of  beauty  and  of  wonder, 
He  learns  the  meaning  of  the  hills 

He  dwelt  from  childhood  under. 

"And  higher,  warmed  with  summer 
lights, 

Or  winter-crowned  and  hoary, 
The  ridged  horizon  lifts  for  him 

Its  inner  veils  of  glory. 

*'  He  has  his  own  free,  bookless  lore, 
llie  lessons  nature  taught  him, 

The  wisdom  which  the  woods  and  hills 
And  toiling  men  have  brought  him : 

"  The  steady  force  of  will  whereby 
Her  flexile  grace  seems  sweeter ; 

The  sturdy  counterpoise  which  makes 
Her  woman's  life  completer : 

"  A  latent  fire  of  soul  wf)ich  lacks 
No  breath  of  love  to  fan  it : 

And  wit,  that,  like  his  native  brooks, 
Plays  over  solid  granite. 

"  How  dwarfed  against  his  manliness 
She  sees  the  poor  pretension. 

The  wants,  the  aims,  the  follies,  bom 
Of  fashion  and  convention  ! 

'*  How  life  behind  its  accidents  ^ 
Stands  strong  and  self-sustaining, 

The  human  fact  transcending  all 
The  losing  and  the  gaining. 

"  And  so,  in  grateful  interchange 

Of  teacher  and  of  hearer. 
Their  lives  their  true  distinctness  keep 

While  daily  drawing  nearer. 

^  And  if  the  husband  or  the  wife 
In  home's  strong  light  discovers 

Such  slight  defaults  as  failed  to  meet 
The  bliaded  eyes  of  lovers, 


"Why  need  we  care  to  ask?- 
dreams 

Without  their  thorns  of  roses. 
Ur  wonders  that  the  truest  steel 

The  readiest  spark  discloses? 


who 


'*  For  still  in  mutual  sufferance  lies 

The  secret  of  true  living  : 
Love  scarce  is  love  that  nevfer  knows 

The  sweetness  of  forgiving. 

"  We  send  the  Squire  to  General  Court, 
He  takes  his  young  wife  thither ; 

No  prouder  man  election  day 
Rides    through    the    sweet     June 
weather. 

*'  He  sees  with  eyes  of  manly  trust 

All  hearts  to  her  inclining ; 
Not  less  for  him  his  household  light 

That  others  share  its  shining." 

Thus,  while  my  h>stes8  spake,  there 
grew 

Before  me,  warmer  tinted 
And  outlined  with  a  tenderer  grace 

The  picture  that  she  hinted. 

The  sunset  smouldered  as  we  drove 
Beneath  the  deep  hill-shadows. 

Below  us  wreaths  of  white  fog  walked 
Like  ghosts  the  haunted  meadows. 

Sounding  the  summer  night,  the  stars 
Dropped  down  their  golden  plum- 
mets : 

The  pale  arc  of  the  Northern  lights 
Rose  o'er  the  mountain  summits,  ■" 

Until,  at  last,  beneath  its  brid^ 
We  heard  the  Bearcamp  flowing, 

And  saw  across  the  mapled  lawn 
The    welcome    home-lights    glow- 
ing;— 

And,  musing  on  the  tale  I  heard, 
'T  were  well,  thought  I,  if  often 

To  ruKged  farm-life  came  the  gift 
To  harmonize  and  soften  ;  — 

If  more  and  more  we  found  the  troth 

Of  lact  and  fancy  plighted. 
And    culture's    cliarm     and     labor's 
strength 

In  rural  homes  united,  — 

The  simple  life,  the  homely  hearth. 
With  Seauty's  sphere  surroundins^ 

And  blessing  toil  where  toil  abounds 
WiUi  graces  more  abounding. 


t  — 
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MISCELLANEOUS    POEMS. 


THE  CLEAR  VISION. 

'  DID  but  dream.     I  never  knew 
What  charms   our  sternest  season 

wore. 
^as  never  yet  the  sky  so  blue. 
Was  never  earth  so  white  before. 
Till  now  I  never  saw  the  glow 
Of  sunset  on  yon  hills  of  snow. 
And  never  learned  the  bough's  designs 
Of  beauty  in  its  leafless  lines. 

Did  ever  such  a  morning  break 

As  that  my  eastern  windows  see  ? 
Did  ever  such  a  moonlight  take 
Weird   photographs  of  &hrub   and 
tree? 
Rang  ever  bells  so  wild  and  fleet 
The  music  of  the  winter  street? 
Was  ever  yet  a  sound  by  half 
So  merry  as  yon  school-boy's  laugh  ? 

O  Earth  !  with  gladness  overfraught. 

No  added  charm  thy  face  hath  found : 
Within  my  heart  the  change  is  wrought. 
My  footsteps  make  enchanted  ground. 
From  couch  of  pain  and  curtained  room 
Forth  to  thy  light  and  air  I  come. 
To  find  in  all  that  meets  my  eyes 
The  freshness  of  a  glad  surprise. 

Fair  seem  these  winter  days,  and  soon 
Shall  blow  the  warm  west  winds  of 
spring 
To  set  the  unbound  rills  in  tune, 

And  hither  urge  the  bluebird's  wing. 
The  vales  shall  laugh  in  flowers,  the 

woods 
Grow  misty  green  with  leafing  buds. 
And  violets  and  wind-flowers  sway 
Against  the  throbbing  heart  of  May. 

Break  forth,  my  lips,  in  praise,  and  own 
ITie  wiser  love  severely  kind  ; 

Since,  richer  for  its  chastenins  grown, 
I  see,  whereas  1  once  was  blind. 

The  world,  O  Father !  hath  not  wronged 

With  loss  the  life  by  thee  i»t>longe<r • 


But  still,  with  every  added  year. 
More  beautiful  thy  works  appear  ! 

As  thou  hast  made  thy  world  withoat. 
Make  thou  more  iair  my  world  witk 
in  ; 
Shine  through  its  lingering  clouds  of 
doubt ; 
Rebuke  its  haunting  shapes  of  sin  ; 
Fill,  brief  or  long,  my  granted  vpxok 
Of  life  with  love  to  thee  and  man  ; 
Strike  when  thou  wilt  the  hour  of 
But  let  my  last  days  be  my  best  1 
ad  Month.  1868. 
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Thb  land  was  pale  with  fiunine 
And  racked  with  fever-nain : 

The  froxen  fiords  were  fisnlen, 
The  earth  withheld  her  grain 

Men  saw  the  boding  Fylgja 

Before  their  come  and  go, 
And,  through  their  dreams,  the  UrdM* 
moon 

From  west  to  east  saUed  slow  1 

Jarl  rhorkcll  of  Thevera 
At  Yule-time  made  his  vow; 

On  Rykdal's  holy  Doom-s^one 
He  'slew  to  Frey  bis  cow. 

To  bounteous  Frey  he  slew  her : 
To  Skuld,  the  younger  Norn, 

Who  watches  over  birth  and  death, 
He  gave  her  calf  unborn. 

And  his  little  gold-haired  daughter 
Took  up  the  sprinkling-rod. 

And  smeared  witli  blood  the  temple 
And  the  wide  lips  of  the  god. 

Hoarse  below,  the  winter  water 
Ground  its  ice-blocks  o'er  and  o'er : 

Jets  of  foam,  like  ghosts  of  dead  wavea 
Rose  and  fell  along  the  ahorc 
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rhe  red  torch  of  the  Jolcul, 

Aloft  in  icy  space. 
Shone  down  on  the  bloody  Horg-stones 

And  the  sutue*t  carven  iace. 

And  doser  round  and  grimmer 

Beneath  its  baleful  light 
The  Jotun  shapes  of  mountains 

Came  crowding  through  the  night. 

The  grav-haired  Hersir  trembled 
As  a  name  by  wind  is  blown  ; 

A  weird  power  moved  his  white  lips, 
And  their  voice  was  not  his  own  1 

"  The  Maax  thirst  I  "  he  muttered  ; 

*'  The  gods  must  have  more  blood 
Before  the  tun  sh'\ll  blossom 

Or  fish  shall  fit.  the  flood. 

*'  The  iGsir  thirst  and  hunger. 
And  hence  our  blight  and  ban  ; 

The  mouths  of  the  strong  gods  water 
For  the  flesh  and  blood  of  man  ! 

'*  Whom  shall  we  give  the  strong  ones? 

Not  warriors,  sword  on  thigh  ; 
But  let  the  nursling  infant 

And  bedrid  old  man  die.'* 

**  So  be  it  I  "  cried  the  young  men, 
'*  There  needs  nor  doubt  nor  parle  " ; 

But,  knitting  hard  his  red  brows. 
In  silence  stood  the  Jarl. 

A  sound  of  woman's  weeping 
At  the  temple  door  was  heard. 

But  the  old  men  bowed  their  white 
heads. 
And  answered  not  a  word. 

Then  the  Dream-wife  of  Tbingvalla, 

A  Vaia  young  t&rd  fisiir, 
Sans  softlv,  stirring  with  h^r  breath 

The  veil  of  her  loose  hair. 

She  sang  :  "  The  windi  nrom  Alfheim 
Bring  never  sound  of  strife  : 

The  gifts  for  Frey  the  meetest 
Are  not  of  death,  but  li^ 

*'  He  loves  the  ^rass-green  meadows, 
'I1ie  grazing  kine's  sweet  breath  : 

He  loathes  your  bloody  Horg-stones, 
Your  gifts  tiul  smeU  of  deau. 
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No  wrong  by  wrong  is  righted, 
No  pain  is  cured  by  pain  ; 
The  blood  that  smokes  firom  Doom- 
rings 
Falls  back  in  redder  rain. 

"  The  gods  are  what  you  make  them, 
As  earth  shall  Asgard  prove  ; 

And  hate  will  come  of  hating, 
And  love  will  come  of  love. 

"  Make  dole  of  skyr  and  black  bread 
That  old  and  young  may  live  ; 

And  look  to  Frey  for  favor 
When  first  like  Frey  you  give. 

"  Even  now  o'er  Njord's  aea-meadowt 

The  summer  dawn  begins  : 
The  tun  shall  have  its  harvest. 

The  fiord  its  glancing  fins." 

Then  up  and  swore  Jarl  Thorkell : 

"  By  Gimli  and  by  Hcl, 
O  Vala  of  Thiogvalla, 

Thou  singest  wise  and  well  I 

"  Too  dear  the  i^ir's  favors 
Bought  with  our  children's  lives ; 

Better  die  than  shame  in  living 
Our  mothers  and  our  wives. 

*'  The  fiill  shall  give  his  portion 
To  him  who  hath  most  need : 

Of  curdled  skyr  and  black  bread. 
Be  daily  dole  decreed.' 
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He  broke  from  off  his  neck-chain 
Three  links  of  beaten  gold  ; 

And  each  man,  at  his  bidding. 
Brought  gifts  for  young  and  old. 

Then  mothers  nursed  their  children. 
And  daughters  fed  their  sires, 

And  Health  sat  down  with  Plenty 
Before  the  next  Yule  fires. 

The  Horj^-stones  stand  in  Rykdal ; 

The  Doom-ring  still  remains : 
But  the  snows  of  a  thousand  winters 

Have  washed  away  the  stains. 

Christ  ruleth  now ;  the  F£.%\t 
Have  found  their  twilight  dim : 

And,  wiser  than  she  dreamed,  of  old 
The  Vala  sang  of  Him  1 
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THE  TWO  RABBIS. 


Thb  Rabbi  Nathan,   twoscore    years 

and  ten. 
Walked   blameless   through    the  evil 

world,  and  then, 
Just  as  the  almond  blossomed  in  his 

hair. 
Met  a  temptation   all  too  strong   to 

bear, 
And   miserably   sinned.     So,   adding 

not 
Falsehood  to  guilt,  he  left  his  seat,  and 

taught 
No  more  among  the  elders,  but  went 

out 
From  the  great  congregation  girt  about 
With  sackcloth,  and  with  ashes  on  his 

head, 
Making  his  gray  locks  grayer.     Long 

he  prayed. 
Smiting  his  breast ;  then,  as  the  Book 

he  laid 
Open  before  him  for  the  Bath-Col's 

choice. 
Pausing  to  hear  that   Daughter  of  a 

Voice, 
Behold  the  royal    preacher's  words  : 

"  A  friend 
Loveth  at  all  times,  yea,  unto  the  end  ; 
And  for  the  evil  davthy  brother  lives." 
Marvelling,  he  said  :  "It  is  the  Lord 

who  gives 
Counsel  in  need.     At  Ecbatana  dwells 
Rabbi  Ben  Isaac,  who  all  men  excels 
In  righteousness  and  wisdom,  as  the 

trees 
Of  Lebanon  the  small  weeds  that  the 

bees 
Bow  with  their  weight.     I  will  arise, 

^  and  lay 
My  sins  before  him." 

And  he  went  his  way 
Barefooted,   fasting  long,  with  many 

prayers ; 
But  even  as  one  who,  followed  un- 
awares, 
Suddenly  in  the  darkness  feels  a  hand 
Thrill  with  its  touch  his  own,  and  his 

cheek  fanned 
By  odors  subtly  sweet,  and  whispers 
near 


Of  words  he  loathes,  yet  cannot  dxww 

but  hear. 
So,  while  the  Rabbi  journeyed,  chant- 
ing low 
The  wail  of  David's  penitential  woe. 
Before   him  still  the  old  temptation 

came. 
And  mocked  him  with  the  motion  and 

the  shame 
Of  such  desires  that,  shuddering,  he 

abhorred 
Himself:  and,  crying  mightily  to  the 

Lord 
To  free  his  soul  and  cast  the  demon 

out. 
Smote  with    his  staff  the   blaakneas 

round  about. 

At  leneth,  in  the  low  light  of  a  spent 

day. 
The  towers  of  Ecbatana  far  away 
Rose  on  the  desert's  rim  ;  and  Nathan, 

faint 
And  footsore,  pausing  where  ibr  some 

dead  saint 
The  faith  of  Islam  reared  a  doniM 

tomb. 
Saw  some  one  kneeling  in  the  shadow, 

whom 
He  greeted  kindly :   "  May  the  Holy 

One 
Answer   thy   prayers,   O   stranger  I " 

Whereupon 
The  shape  stood  up  with  a  loud  cry, 

and  then. 
Clasped  in  each  other's  arms,  the  two 

gray  men 
Wept,  praising  Him  whose  gracioaa 

providence 
Made  their  paths  one.     But  straight- 
way, as  the  sense 
Of  his  transgression  smote  him,  Na- 
than tore 
Himself  away:  *'0  friend  beloved,  no 

more 
Worthy  am   I  to  touch    thee,  for  I 

came. 
Foul  from  my  sins,  to  tell  thee  all  my 

shame. 
Haply  thy  prayers,  since  naught  avail* 

eth  mine. 
May  purge  my  soul,  and  make  it  white 

like  thine. 
Pity  me,  O  Ben  (saac,  I  ha^e  ainneii  1 ' 
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ilw^sniick  Ben  Isaac  stood.  The  des- 
ert wind 

Blew  his  long  mantle  backward,  laying 
bare 

The  mournful  secret  of  his  shirt  of 
hair. 

*  I  too,  O  friend,  if  not  in  act,'*  he 
said, 

"*  In  thought  have  verily  sinned.  Hast 
thou  not  read, 

'  Better  the  eye  should  see  than  that 
desire 

Should  wander  ?  '  Burning  with  a  hid- 
den fire 

Tbs)^  tears  and  prayers  quench  not,  I 
come  to  thee 

For  pity  and  for  help,  as  thou  to  me. 

Pray  for  me.  O  my  friend  !  "  But  Na- 
than cried, 

**  Pray  thou  for  roe,  Ben  Isaac  I  " 

Side  by  side 

In  the  low  sunshine  by  the  turban 
stone 

They  knelt :  each  made  his  brother's 
woe  his  own, 

Foi^etting,  in  the  agony  and  stress 

Of  pitying  love,  his  claim  of  selfish- 
ness : 

Peace,  for  his  fiiend  besought,  his  own 
became; 

His  prayers  were  answered  in  another's 
name ; 

And,  when  at  last  they  rose  up  to  em- 
brace, 

Each  saw  God's  pardon  in  his  broth- 
er's face  ! 

Long  after,  when  his  headstone  gath- 
ered moss. 
Traced  on  the  targum-maige  of  On- 

kelos 
In  Rabbi  Nathan's  hand  these  words 

were  read  : 
••  Hop*  net  thf  cure  of  sin  tUl  Self 

is  dead ; 
Forget  it  in  love*s  service^  and  the 

debt 
Tkou  canst  not  pay  the  angels  shall 

forget ; 
(feaven's  gate  is  shut  to  him  who 

comes  alone  ; 
Save  thou  a  soult  and  it  shall  save  thy 

own  /" 


THE  MEETING. 

The  elder  folk  shook  hands  at  last, 
Down  seat  by  seat  the  signal  passed. 
To  simple  ways  like  ours  unused. 
Half  solemnized  and  half  amiised. 
With  long-drawn  breath  and  shrug,  my 

guest 
His  sense  of  glad  relief  exx)ressed. 
Outside  the  hills  lay  warm  in  sun  ; 
The  cattle  in  the  meadow-nm 
Stood  half- leg  deep  ;  a  single  bird 
The  green  repose  above  us  stirred. 
"  What  part  or  lot  have  you,"  he  said, 
"In  these  dull  rites  of  drowsy-head? 
Is  silence  worship  ?    Seek  it  where 
It  soothes  with  dreams  the  summer  ah. 
Not  in  this  close  and  rude-benched  hall. 
But  where  soft  lights  and  shadows  fall. 
And  all  the  slow,  sleep-walking  hours 
Glide  soundless  over  grass  and  flowers  I 
From  time  and  pl.ice  and  form  apart. 
Its  holy  ground  the  human  heart. 
Nor  ritual-bound  nor  templeward 
Walks  the  free  spirit  of  the  Lord  I 
Our  common  Master  did  not  pen 
His  followers  up  from  other  men ; 
His  service  liberty  indeed. 
He  built  no  church,   he   framed  n« 

creed ; 
But  while  the  saintly  Pharisee 
Made  broader  his  phylactery. 
As  from  the  synajB;n|;ue  was  seen 
The  dusty-sandalled  Nazarene 
Through  ripening  cornfields  lead  \hft 

way 
Upon  the  awful  Sabbath  dav. 
His  sermons  were  the  healthful  talk 
That  shorter  made  the  mountain-walk. 
His  wayside  texts  were  flowers  and 

birds. 
Where   mingled   with    His    gradouf 

words 
The  rustle  of  the  tamarisk-tree 
And  ripple- wash  of  Galilee." 

"Thy  words  are  well,   O  friend, 

said  ; 
"  Unmeasured  and  unlimited, 
With  noiseless  slide  of  stone  to  stone. 
The  mystic  Church  of  Goa  has  grown 
Invisible  and  silent  stands 
The  temple  never  made  with  hands. 
Unheard  the  voices  still  and  small 
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Of  its  unseen  confessionul 
He  needs  no  special  place  of  prayer 
Whose  hearing  ear  in  everywhere  : 
He  brings  not  back  the  childish  days 
That  ringed  the  earth  with  stooes  of 

praise. 
Roofed  Kamak's  hall  of  gods  »nd  laid 
The  plinths  of  Philjs's  colonnade. 
Still  less  He  owns  the  selfish  good 
And  sickly  growth  of  solitude,  — 
The  worthless  grace  that,  out  of  sight. 
Flowers  in  the  desert  anchorite : 
Dissevered  from  the  suffering  whole, 
Love  hath  no  power  to  save  a  soul. 
Not  out  of  Self,  the  origin 
And  native  air  and  soil  of  sin. 
The  living  waters  spring  and  flow. 
The  trees  with  leaves  of  healing  grow. 

*'  Dream  not,  O  friend,  because  I  seek 

This  quiet  shelter  twice  a  week, 

I  better  deem  its  pine-laid  floor 

Than  breezy  hill  or  sea-sung  shore  ; 

But  nature  is  not  solitude  : 

She    crowds    us  with    her    thronging 

wood  ; 
Her  many  hands  reach  out  to  us, 
Her  many  tongues  are  garrulous ; 
Perpetual  riddles  of  surprise 
She  oflfers  to  our  ears  and  eyes : 
She  will  not  leave  our  senses  still, 
But  drags  them  captive  at  her  will : 
And,  making  earth  too  great  for  heaven. 
She  hides  the  Giver  in  the  given. 

**  And  so,  I  find  it  well  to  come 
For  deeper  rest  to  this  still  room, 
Fcr  here  the  habit  of  the  soul 
Feels  less  the  outer  world's  control : 
I'he  strength  of  mutual  purpose  pleads 
More  earnestly  our  common  needs; 
And  horn  the  silence  multiplied 
By  these  still  forms  on  either  side, 
Ttie  world  that  time  and  sense   have 

known 
Fall»  off  and.leaves  us  God  alone. 

"Yet  rarely  through  the  charmed  re- 

^  pose 
Unmixed  the  stream  of  motive  flows, 
A  flavor  of  its  many  springs, 
I'he  tints  of  earth  and  sky  it  brings; 
In  the  still  waters  needs  must  be 
Some  shade  of  human  sympathy  ; 


And  here,  in  its  accustomed  nhoci 
I  look  on  memory's  dearest  (ace ; 
The  blind  by-sitter  guesseth  not 
What  shadow  haunts  that  vacant  spot 
No  eyes  save  mine  alone  can  see 
The  love  wherewith  it  welcomes  roe  I 
And  still,  with  those  alone  my  kin,  ^ 
In  doubt  and  weakness,  want  and  sin, 
I  bow  my  head,  my  heart  I  bare 
As  when  that  face  was  living  there. 
And  strive  (too  oft,  alas  !  in  vain) 
The  peace  of  simple  trust  to  gain. 
Fold  fancy's  restless  wines,  and  lay 
The  idols  of  my  heart  away. 

"  Welcome  tiie  silence  all  unbroked. 
Nor  '•ss  the  words  of  fitness  spoken,  -— 
Such  golden  words  as  hers  for  whom 
Our  autumn  flowers  have  >ust  made 

room; 
Whose  hopeful  utterance  through  and 

through 
The  freshness  of  the  miming  blew  ; 
Who  loved  not  less  the  earth  that  light 
Fell  on  it  from  the  heavens  in  sight. 
Rut  saw  in  all  fair  forms  more  fair 
The  Eternal  beauty  mirrored  there. 
Whose  eighty  years  but  added  grace 
And  saintTier  meaning  to  her  face,  — 
The  look  of  one  who  oore  away 
Glad  tidings  from  the  hills  of  day, 
While  all  our  hearts  went  forth  to  meet 
The  coming  of  her  beautiful  ieet ! 
Or  haply  hers,  whose  pilgrim  tread 
Is  in  the  paths  where  Jesus  led  ; 
W^ho  dreams  her  childhood's  sabbsdi 

dream 
By  Jordan's  willow-shaded  stream. 
And,  of  the  hymns  of  hope  and  faith. 
Sung  by  the  monks  of  Naxareth, 
Hears  pious  echoes,  in  the  call 
To  prayer,  from  Moslem  minarvts  fell. 
Repeating    where     His    works   wert 

wroueht 
The  lesson  that  her  Master  taught. 
Of  ^hom  an  elder  Sibyl  gave, 
The  prophecies  of  Cumx's  cave  I 

"  I  ask  no  organ's  soulless  breath 

To  drone  the  themes  of  life  and  death 

No  altar  candle-lit  by  day, 

No  ornate  wordsman's  rlietoric-play. 

No  cool  philosophy  to  teach 

its  bland  audacities  of  q;>eech 
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To  double-caaked  idolaten 
Themuelves  their  gods  and  worship- 
per*. 
No  pulpit  hammered  by  the  fist 
Of  loud-asserting  dogmatist. 
Who  borrows  for  the  hand  of  love 
The  smoking  thunderbolts  of  Jove. 
I  know  how  well  the  fathers  taught, 
What     work     the     later    schoolmen 

wrought ; 
I  reverence  old- time  faith  and  men. 
But  God  is  near  us  now  as  then  ; 
His  force  of  love  is  still  unspent, 
His  hate  of  sin  as  imminent ; 
And  still  the  measure  of  our  needs 
Outgrows    the   cramping   bounds   of 

creeds ; 
The  manna  gathered  yesterday 
Already  savors  of  decay  ; 
Doubts  to  the  world's  child*heart  un- 
known 
Question  us  now  from  star  and  stone  ; 
Tco  little  or  too  i  luch  we  know. 
And  sight  is  swift  and  faith  is  slow  ; 
The  power  is  lost  to  self-deceive 
With  shallow  forms  of  make-believe. 
We  walk  at  high  noon,  and  the  bells 
Call  to  a  thousand  oracles. 
But  the  sound  deafens,  and  the  light 
Is  stronger  than  our  dazzled  sight ; 
The  letters  of  the  sacred  Book 
Glimmer  and  swim  beneath  our  look  ; 
Still  struggles  in  the  Age's  breast 
With  deepening  agony  of  quest 
The  old  entreaty  :  *  Art  thou  He, 
Or  look  we  for  the  Christ  to  be?* 

"  God  should  be  most  where  man  is 

lea^t : 
So,  where  is  neither  church  nor  priest, 
And  never  rag  of  form  or  creed 
To  clothe  the  nakedness  of  need,  — 
Where  farmer-folk  in  silence  meet,  — 
I  turn  my  bell-unsummnned  feet ; 
I  lay  the  critic's  elass  aside, 
I  tread  upon  my  lettered  pride. 
And,  lowest-seated,  testify 
To  the  oneness  oi  humanity; 
Confess  the  universal  want. 
And  share  whatever  Heaven  may  grant 
He  findeth  not  who  seeks  his  own. 
The  soul  is  lost  that 's  saved  ainne. 
Not  on  one  favored  forehead  fell 
Of  old  the  fire-tongued  miracle, 


But  flamed  o*er  all  the  throngng  hoei. 
The  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
Heart  answers  heart :  in  one  desire 
The  blending  lines  of  prayer  aspire ; 
'  Where,   in  my  name,   meet   two  of 

three,' 
Our  Lord  hath  said,  *  I  there  will  be  ! ' 

*'  So  sometimes  comes  to  soul  and  sense 
The  feeling  which  is  evidence 
That  very  near  about  us  lies 
The  realm  of  spiritual  mysteries. 
The  sphere  of  the  sup?mal  powers 
Impinges  on  this  world  of  oura. 
The  low  and  dark  horixon  lifts. 
To  light  the  scenic  terror  shifts ; 
The  breath  of  a  diviner  air 
Blows  down  the  answer  of  a  prayer :  -* 
That  all  our  sorrow,  pain,  and  doubt 
A  great  compassion  clasps  about. 
And  law  and  goodness,  loy«  and  foro^ 
Are  wedded  fast  beyond  divorce. 
Then  duty  leaves  to  love  its  task. 
The  beggar  Self  forgets  to  ask  ; 
With  smile  of  trust  and  folded  liand», 
The  passive  soul  in  waiting  stands 
To  feel,  as  flowers  the  sun  and  dew. 
The  One  true  Life  its  own  renew. 

**  So,  to  the  calmly  gathered  thought 
The  innermost  of  truth  is  taught. 
The  mystery  dimly  understood, 
That  love  of  God  is  love  of  good, 
And,  chieflv.  its  divinest  trace 
In  Him  of  Nazareth's  holy  face ; 
That  to  be  saved  is  only  this,  —  1 

Salvation  from  our  selfishness 
From  more  than  elemental  fire. 
The  soul*s  unsanctified  desire. 
From  sin  itself,  and  not  the  pain 
That  warns  us  of  its  chafing  chain  ; 
That  worship's  deeper  meaning  lie* 
In  mercy,  and  not  sacrifice. 
Not  proud  humilities  of  sense 
And  posturing  of  jienitence. 
But  love's  unforced  obedience  ; 
That  Book  and  Church  and  Day  are 

given 
For  man,  not  God,  —  for  earth,  nor 

heaven,  — 
The  blessed  means  to  holiest  ends. 
Not  masters,  but  benignant  friends : 
That  the  dear  Christ  dwells  not  afar. 
The  king  of  some  temoter  st^. 
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Listening,  at  tinie«,  with  flattered  ear 
To  homage  wrung  from  selfish  fear, 
But  here,  amidst  the  poor  and  blind. 
The  bound  and  suffenng  of  our  kind. 
In  works  we  do,  in  prayers  we  pray, 
Life  of  our  life,  he  lives  to-day. ' 


THE  ANSWER. 

Spare  me,  dread  angel  of  reproof, 
And  let  the  srrishine  weave  to-day 

Its  gold-threads  in  the  warp  and  woof 
Of  life  so  poor  and  gray. 

Spare  me  awhile  ;  the  flesh  is  weak. 

These  Ungering  feet,  that  foin  would 
stray 
Among  the  flowers,  shall  some  day  seek 

The  strait  and  narrow  way. 

Take  off  thy  ever- watchful  eve. 
The  awe  of  thy  rebuking  frown  : 

The  dullest  slave  at  times  must  sigh 
To  fling  his  burdens  down  ; 

To  drop  his  galley^s  straining  oar. 
And  press,  in  summer  warmth  and 
calm. 

The  lap  of  some  enchanted  shore 
Of  blossom  and  of  balm. 

Grudge  not  my  life  its  hour  of  bloom. 
My  heart  its  taste  of  long  desire  ; 

This  day  be  mine :  be  those  to  come 
As  duty  shall  require. 

The  deep  voice  answered  to  my  own. 
Smiting  my  selfish  prayers  away ; 

**  To-morrow  is  with  God  alone, 
And  roan  hath  but  to-day. 

"  Sav  not,  thy  fond,  vain  heart  within, 
The  Father's  arms  shall  still  be  wide. 

When  from  these  pleasant  ways  of  sin 
Thou  tum'st  at  eventide. 

*  *  Cast  thyself  down,'   the    tempter 
saith, 
'  And  angeb  thall  thy  feet  upbear.* 


He  bids  thee  make  a  lie  of  fiuth, 
And  blasphemy  of  prayer. 

*'  ThouKh  God  be  good  and  free  bs 
Heaven, 

No  force  divine  can  love  compel : 
And,  though  the  song  of  sins  foigifce 

May  sound  through  lowest  hell, 

"  The  sweet  persuasion  of  His  voice 

Respects  thy  sanctity  of  will. 
He  giveth  day  :  thou  hast  thy  choice 

To  walk  in  darkness  still ; 

« 

"  As  one  who.  turning  from  the  li(|^t. 
Watches  his  own  gray  shadow  fiul. 

Doubting,  upon  his  path  of  night. 
If  there  be  day  at  all  t 

'*  No  word  of  doom  may  shut  thee  oui. 
No  wind  of  wrath  may  downward 
whirl. 

No  swords  of  fire  keep  watch  about 
The  open  gates  of  pearl  : 

'*  A  tenderer  lieht  than  moon  or  sun. 
Than  song  oi  earth  a  sweeter  hymn. 

May  shine  and  sound  forever  on, 
And  thou  be  deaf  and  dim. 

"  Forever  round  the  Mercy-seat 
The  guidinc  lightsof  Love  shall  bum  t 

But  what  if,  habit-bound,  thy  feet 
Shall  lack  the  will  to  turn  i 

"  What  if  thine  eye  refuse  to  see. 
Thine  ear  of  Heaven's  free  welcome 
fail, 

And  thou  a  willing  captive  be, 
Thyself  thy  own  dark  jail  ? 


"  O  doom  beyond  the  saddest  _ 
As  the  long  years  of  God  unroll 

To  make  thy  dreary  selfishness 
The  prison  of  a  soul  I 


«i 


To 


doubt  the  love  that  fidn  would 
break 
Tlie  fetters  from  thv  self-bound  l:mb 
And  dream  that  God  can  thee  forsake 
As  thou  Ibrsakeat  him  1 " 
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H'  has  done  the  work  of  a  true  man,  — ' 
Crown  him,  honor  him,  love  hira. 

\¥eep  ever  him.  tears  of  womau,^ 
Stoop  manliest  brows  above  him  ! 

0  dusky  mothers  and  daughters. 
Vigils  of  mourning  keep  for  him  t 

Up  m  the  mountains,  and  down  by  the 
waters. 
Lift  up  your  voices  and  weep  for  him  I 

For  the  warmest  of  hearts  is  frozen, 
The  freest  of  hands^  is  still : 

And  the  gap  in  our  picked  and  choa«n 
The  long  years  may  not  fill. 

No  duty  could  overtask  him. 

No  need  his  will  outrun  ;  ^ 
Or  ever  our  lips  could  ask  him, 

Hia  hands  the  work  had  done* 

He  forgot  his  own  soul  for  others, 
Himself  to  his  neighbor  lending  ; 

He  found  the   Lord  in  his  suitering 
brothers. 
And  not  in  the  clouds  descending. 

So  the  bed  was  sweet  to  die  on, 
Whence  he  saw  the  doors  wide  swung 

Asainst  whose  bolted  iron 
The  strength  of  his  life  was  flung. 

And  he  saw  ere  his  eye  was  darkened 
The  sheaves  of  the  harvest-bringing, 

And  knew  while  his  ear  yet  hearkenea 
The  voice  of  the  reapers  singing. 

Ah,  well  I  —  The  world  is  discreet ; 

There  are  plenty  to  pause  and  wait : 
But  here  was  a  man  who  set  his  feet 

Sometimes  in  advance  of  fate,  — 

Plucked  off  the  old  bark   when   the 
inner 

Was  sloiffr  to  renew  it, 
And  put  to  the  Lord's  work  the  sinner 

When  saints  failed  to  do  it. 

Never  rode  to  the  wrong's  redressing 

A  worthier  paladin. 
Shall  he  not  hear  the  blessing, 

"  Good  and  faithful,  enter  m  1 " 


FREEDOM  IN  BRAZIL. 

With  clearer  light.  Cross  of  the  South, 
shine  forth 
In  blue  Brazilian  skies : 
And  thou,  O  river,  cleaving  half  th« 
earth 
From  sunset  to  sunrise. 
From  the  great  mountains  to  the  At- 
lantic waves 
Thy  Joy's  long  anthem  pour. 
Yet  a  few  days  (Uod  make  them  leai  I) 
and  slaves 
Shall  shame  thy  pride  no  more. 
No  fettered  feet  thy  shaded  mttgiBS 
press; 
But  all  men  shall  walk  free 
Where  thou,  the  high-priest  of  thfi  Mril* 
demess. 
Hast  wedded  sea  to  sea. 

And  thou,  great-hearted  ruler,  through 
whose  mouth 
The  word  of  God  is  said. 
Once  more,  "  Let  there  be  light  I  ".— 
Son  of  the  South, 
Lift  up  thy  honored  head, 
Wear  unashamed  a  crown  by  thy  desert 

More  than  by  birth  thy  own. 
Careless  of  watch  and  ward ;  thou  art 
begirt 
By  grateful  hearts  alone. 
The  moated  wall  and  battle-ship  may 
fail. 
But  safe  shall  justice  prove  ; 
Stronger  than  greaves  of  brass  or  iron 
mail 
The  panoply  of  love. 

Crowned  doubly  by  roan's  blessiog  and 
God's  ^ce, 
Thy  future  is  secure  ; 
Who  frees  a  people  makes  his  statue's 
place 
In  Time's  Valhalla  sure. 
Lo  I   from  his  Neva's  banks  the  Scy- 
thian Czar 
Stretches  to  thee  his  hand 
Who,  with  the  pencil  of  the  Northern 
star, 
Wrote  freedom  on  his  land. 
And  he  whose  grave  is  holy  by  oui 
calm 
Andprairied  Sangamon. 
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From  his  gmunt  hand  shall  drop  the 
martyr's  palm 
To  greet  thee  with  "  Well  done  !  *' 

And  thou,  O  Earth,  with  smiles  thy 
£ice  make  sweet, 
And  let  thy  wail  be  stilled. 
To  hear  the  Muse  of  prophecy  repeat 

Her  promise  half  fulfilled. 
The    Voice  that  spake   at    Nazareth 
speaks  still, 
No  sound  thereof  hath  died ; 
Alike  thy  hope  and  Heaven's  eternal 
will 
Shall  yet  be  satisfied. 
The  years  are  slow,  the  vision  tarrieth 
long, 
And  far  the  end  may  be  : 
But,  one  by  one,  the  fiends  of  ancient 
wrong 
Go  out  and  leave  thee  five. 


DIVINE  COMPASSION. 

LoMG  since,  a  dream  of  heaven  I  had. 
And  still  the  vision  haunts  me  oft ; 

I  see  the  saints  in  white  robes  clad. 
The  martyrs  with  their  palms  aloft  ; 

But  hearing  still,  in  middle  song. 
The  ceaseless  dissonance  of  wrong  : 

And  shrinking,  with  hid  faces,  from  the 
strain 

Of  sad,  beseeching  eyes,  fojl  of  remorse 
and  pain. 

The  glad  song  falters  to  a  wail. 
The  harping  sinks  to  low  lament  ; 

Before  the  still  uplifted  veil 
I  see  the  crown<$d  foreheads  bent, 

Making  more  sweet  the  heavenly  air. 
With  breathings  of  unselfish  prayer  ; 

And  a  Voice  saith  :  "  O  Pity  which  is 
pain, 

O  Love  that  weeps,  fill  up  my  suffer- 
ings which  remain  1 

"  Shall  souls  redeemed  by  me  refuse 
To  share  my  sorrow^  in  their  turn  ? 

Or,  sin-forgiven,  my  gift  abuse 
Of  peace  with  selnsn  unconcern  ? 

Has  saintly  ease  no  pitying  care  } 
Has   fatth    no  work,   and    love  no 
prayer  ? 


While  sin  remains,  and  souls  in  dailt 

ness  dwell. 
Can  heaven  itself  be  heaven,  atid  loal 

unmoved  on  hell  ?  ** 

Then  through  the  Gates  of  Pain,  1 
dream, 
A  wind  of  heaven  blows  coolly  in  ; 
Fainter  the  awful  discords  seem. 
The  smoke  of  torment  grows  more 
thin, 
Tears  quench  the    burning  soil,  and 
thence 
Spring  sweet,  pale  flowers  of  peni* 
tence : 
And  through  the  dreary  realm  of  man's 

despair, 
Star-crowned  an  angel  walks,  and  lo  I 
God's  hope  is  there  ! 

Is  it  a  dream  ?     Is  heaven  so  high 
Tliat  pity  cannot  breathe  its  air  ? 

Its  happy  eyes  forever  dry. 
Its  holy  lips  without  a  prayer  I 

My  God  I  my  God  !  if  thither  led 
By  thy  free  grace  unmerited, 

No  crown  nor  palm  be  mine,  but  \t* 
me  keep 

A  heart  that  still  can  feel,  and  eyea 
that  still  can  weep. 


LINES  ON  A  FLY-LEAF. 

I  KBBD  not  ask  thee,  for  mv  sake 

To  read  a  book  which  well  may  make 

Its  way  by  native  force  of  wit 

Without  ray  manual  sign  to  it 

Its  piquant  writer  needs  from  me 

No  gravely  masculine  guaranty, 

And  well  might   laugh    her  merriest 

laugh 
At  broken  spears  in  her  behalf; 
Yet,  spite  of  all  the  critics  telL 
I  frankly  own  I  like  her  well. 
It  may  be  that  she  wields  a  pen 
Too  sharply  nibbed  for  thin-skinned 

men, 
I'hat  her  keen  an ows  search  and  trj 
The  armor  Joints  of  dignity. 
And,  though  alone  fur  error  meant 
Sing  through  the  ai/  irreverent. 
I  blame  her  aov,  tite  young  sthlete 


HYMN. 
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Who  plants  her  woman's  tiny  feet. 
And  aares  the  chances  of  debate 
Where  bearded  men  might  hesitatei 
Who.  deeply  earnest,  see.ug  well 
The  ludw.ous  and  laughable. 
Mingling  in  eloquent  excess 
Her  anger  and  her  tenderness. 
And,  chiding  with  a  half-caress, 
Strivus,  le&^  for  her  own  sex  than  ours, 
With  principalities  and  powers. 
And  |K>tnts  us  upward  to  the  clear 
Sunned  heights  of  her  new  atmosphere. 

Heaven  mend  her  faults  1  —  I  will  not 

pause 
To  weigh  and  doubt  and  peck  at  flaws, 
Or  waste  my  pity  when  some  fool 
Provokes  her  measureless  ridicule. 
Strong-minded  is  she  ?    Better  so 
Than  dulness  set  for  sale  or  show, 
A  household  folly,  capped  and  belled 
In  fashion's  dance  of  puppets  held, 
Or  poor  pretence  of  womanhood. 
Whose  formal,  flavorless  platitude 
Is  warranted  from  all  offence 
Of  robust  meaning's  violence. 
Give  roe  the  wine  of  thought  whose 

bead 
Sparkles  along  the  page  I  read. 
Electric  words  in  whicn  I  fiild 
The  tonic  of  the  northwest  wind,  — 
The  wisdom  which  itself  allies 
To  sweet  and  pure  humanities. 
Where  scorn    of  meanness,   hate  of 

wron^, 
Are  underlaid  by  love  as  strong  ; 
The  genial  play  of  mirth  tliat  lights 
Grave  themes  of  thought,  as,  when  on 

nights  ^ 
Of  sammer-time,  the  harmless  blaze 
Of  thunderless  heat-lightning  plays. 
And  tree  and  hill-top  resting  dim 
And  doubtful  on  the  sky's  vague  rim. 
Touched    by  that   soft   and    lambent 

gleam. 
Start  sharply  outlined  from  their  dream. 

Talk  not  to  me  of  woman's  sphere. 
Nor  point  with  Scripture  texts  a  sneer, 
Nor  wrong  the  manliest  saint  of  all 
By  doubt,  if  he  were  here,  that  Paul 
Would  own  the  heroines  who  have  lent 
Grace  to  truth's  stern  arbitrament, 
ForegoD*  the  praise  to  woman  tweet. 


And  cast  their  crowns  at  Duty's  feet : 
Like  her,  who  by  her  strong  Appeal 
Made  Fashion  weep  and  Mammon  feel, 
Who,  earliest  summoned  to  withstand 
The  color-madness  of  the  land, 
Counted  her  life-long  losses  gain, 
And  made  her  own  her  sisters'  pain ; 
Or  her  who,  in  her  greenwood  shade, 
Heard  the  sharp  call  that   Freedom 

made, 
And,  answering,  struck  from  Sappho's 

lyre 
Of  love  the  Tyrtacan  carmen's  fire : 
Or  that  young  eirl,  —  Domr^my's  maid 
Reviyea  a  nobler  cause  to  aid^  — 
Shaking  from  warning  finger-tips 
The  doom  of  her  apocalypse  ; 
Or  her,  who  world-wide  entrance  gavt 
To  the  log-cabin  of  the  slave, 
Made  all  nis  want  and  sorrow  knowi^ 
And  all  earth's  languages  his  own. 


HYMN 

FOR   THE  HOUSE  OP  WORSHIP   A\ 
GEORGETOWN. 

ERRCTBD    IN    MEMORY    OP   A   MOTHER. 

Thou  dwellest  not,  O  Lord  of  all  I 
In  temples  which  thy  children  raise ; 

Our  work  to  thine  is  mean  and  small, 
And  brief  to  thy  eternal  days. 

Foirive  the  weakness  and  the  pride, 
Ifmarred  therebv  our  gtfl  mav  be, 

For  love,  at  least,  nas  sanctified 
The  altar  that  we  rear  to.  thee. 

The  heart  and  not  the  hand  has  wrought 
From  sunken  base  to  tower  above 

The  image  of  a  tender  thought. 
The  memory  of  a  deathless  love  1 

And  though  should  never  sound  01 
speech 

Or  organ  echo  from  its  wall. 
Its  stones  would  pious  lessons  teach. 

Its  shade  in  benedictions  fall 

Here  should  the  dove  of  peace   be 
foundf 
And  blessings  and  not  curses  given  ■ 
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Nor  •trife  pro^e,  nor  hatred  woond. 
The  mingled  loves  of  earth  and  heav- 


Thoo,  who  didst  soothe  wkh   dyii^ 
breath 
The  dear  one  watching  by  thj  dhM% 


Forgetliil  of  the  pains  of  death 
In  sorrow  for  ber  mighty  loec^ 

In  memory  of  that  tender  daim. 

O  Mother-bam,  the  offering  taks^ 
And  make  it  worthy  of  thy  name. 

And  blcas  it  for  a  mother's  Mke  f 


MIRIAM,  AND  OTHER  POEMS. 
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MIRIAM,  AND   OTHER  POEMS. 


TO    FREDERICK    A.  P.    BAR- 
NARD. 

Tm  years  are  many  since,  in  youth  and 
hope, 

Under  the  Charter  Oak,  our  horoscope 

We  drew  thick-studded  with  all  favor- 
ing starSb 

Now,  with  Cray  beards,  and  faces 
seamed  with  scars 

From  life's  hard  battle,  meeting  once 


asam, 
mile,  Iv 


We  smile,  lialf  sadly,  over  dreams  so 
vain  ; 

Knowing,  at  last,  that  it  is  not  in  man 

Who  waiketh  to  direct  his  steps,  or  plan 

His  permanent  house  of  life.  Alike  we 
loved 

The  muses'  haunts,  and  all  our  fiincies 
moved 

Tu  measures  of  old  song.  How  sinco 
that  day 

Our  feet  have  parted  from  the  path  that 
lay 

So  (air  before  us  !  Rich,  from  lifelong 
search 

Of  truth,  within  thy  Academic  porch 

Ihou  sittest  now,  lord  of  a  realm  of  fact, 

Thy  servitors  the  sciences  exact ; 

Still  listening  with  thy  hand  on  Na- 
ture's keysj 

To  hear  the  Saroian's  spheral  harmo- 
nies 

And  rhythm  of  law.  I  called  from 
dream  and  song, 

Thank  God  !  so  early  to  a  strife  so  long. 

That,  ere  it  dosed,  the  black,  abundant 
hair 

Of  boyhood  rested  silver-sown  and 
spare 

On  manhood's  temples,  now  at  sunset* 
chime 

Tread  with  fond  feet  the  path  of  morn- 
ing time. 


And  if  perchance  too  late  I  linger  where 
The  flowers  have  ceased  to  blow,  and 

trees  are  bare. 
Thou,  wiser  in  thy  choice,  wilt  scarcely 

blame 
The  friend  who  shields  his  folly  with 

thy  name. 
AMESBURY.  lolh  me.,  1870. 


MIRIAM. 

One  Sabbath  day  my  friend  and  I 
After  the  meeting,  quietly 
Passed  from  the  crowded  village  lanes, 
White  with  dry  dust  for  lack  of  rains. 
And  climbed  the  neighboring  slope, 

with  feet 
Slackened  and  heavy  from  the  heat. 
Although  the  day  was  wellnigh  done. 
And  the  low  angle  of  the  sun 
Along  the  naked  hillside  cast 
Our  shadows  as  of  giants  vast. 
We  reached,  at  length,  the  topmost 

swell, 
Whence,  either  way,  the  green  turf  fell 
In  terraces  of  nature  down 
I'o  fruit-hung  orchards,  and  the  town 
With  white,  pretenceless  houses,  tall 
Church-steeples,  and,  o'ershadowing 

all. 
Huge  mills  whose  windows  had  the 

look 
Of  eager  eyes  that  ill  could  brook 
The  Sabbath  rest.  We  traced  the  track 
Of  the  sea-seeking  river  back 
Glistening  for  miles  above  its  mouth. 
Through  the  long  valley  to  the  south. 
And,  looking  eastward,  cool  to  view, 
Stretched  the  illimitable  blue 
Of  ocean,  from  its  curved  coast-line  ; 
Sombred  and  still,  the  warm  simshine 
Filled  with  pale  gold-dust  all  the  reach 
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Of  slumberous    woods  from    hfll   to 

bc»ch,  — 
Slanted  on  walls  of  thronged  retreats 
From  city  to. I  aiid  dusiy  streets. 
On  grassv  bii^tT,  ai  d  dune  of  sand. 
And  rocky  isiai.ds  milt>  from  land  : 
Touclicd   the   tar  glancing  sails,  and 

showed 
While  line*!  of  foam  nvhere  long  waves 

flowed 
Dumb  in  the  distance.     In  the  north, 
Dim  thioii^h  their  misty  hair,  looked 

forth 
The  space -dwarfed  mountains  to  the 

sea. 
From  mystery  to  mystery  ! 

So,  sitting  on  that  p'een  hill-slope. 
We  talked  of  human  life,  its  hope 
And  tear,  and  unsolved  doubts,  and 

«hAt 
It  might  have  been,  and  yet  was  not. 
And,  when  at  last  the  evening  air 
Crew  sweeter  for  the  belK  of  prayer 
Ringing  in  steeples  far  below. 
We  watched  the  |>eople  churchward  go. 
Each  to  his  ulace,  as  if  thereon 
The  true  shekinah  only  shone  : 
And  my  friend  o/ieried  how  it  came 
To  pass  that  they  w  ho  owned  the  same 
Great  Master  siill  could  not  agree 
To  worship  Him  in  company. 
Then,  broadening  in  his  thought,  he 

ran 
Over  the  whole  vast  field  of  man,  — 
The  varyinp  ibrnjs  of  fai'.h  and  creed 
That   somciiow    served    :he    holders* 

need  ; 
In  which,  unquestioned,  undenied, 
Ur.coiintcd  millions  lived  and  died  ; 
The  bibles  of  the  ancient  folk. 
Through  which  the   heart  of  nations 

spoke  ; 
The  old  moralities  which  lent 
To  home  its  swcetnt*«;s  ard  content. 
And  rendered  possible  to  bear 
The  life  of  peoples  everywhere  : 
And  asked  if  we,  who  boast  of  light. 
Claim  not  a  too  exclusive  ri^lit 
To  irutljs  which  must  for  all  be  meant, 
Like  rain  and  sunshine  Irecly  sent. 
In  bondage  to  the  letter  siill. 
We  give  It  jx)wer  to  cramp  and  kill, — 
To  tax  God's  fulness  with  a  scheme 


Nairower    than   Peter's    house-top 

dream. 
His  wisdom  and  his  love  with  plans 
Poor  and  inadeouate  as  man^SL 
It  must  be  that  He  witnesses 
Somehow  to  all  men  that  He  is : 
That  something  of  His  saving  gi^Me 
Reaches  the  lowest  of  the  race, 
Wlio,  through  strange  creed  and  rite, 

may  draw 
The  hints  of  a  diviner  law. 
We  walk  in  clearer  light ;  —  but  then, 
is  He  not  God  ?  —  are  they  not  men  ? 
Are  His  responsibilities 
For  us  alone  and  not  for  these? 

And  I  made  answer  *  "  Truth  is  one ; 
And,  in  all  lands  beneath  the  sun. 
Whoso  hath  eyes  to  see  may  see 
I'he  tctkensof  its  unity. 
No  scroll  of  creed  its  fulness  wraps, 
We  trace  it  not  by  school-boy  map^ 
Free  as  the  sun  and  air  it  u 
Of  latitudes  and  boundaries. 
In  Vedic  verse,  in  dull  Korin, 
Are  messages  of  good  to  man  ; 
The  angels  to  our  Aryan  sires 
Talked  oy  the  earliest  household  fires ; 
The  prophets  of  the  elder  day. 
The  slant -eyed  *ages  of  Cathay, 
Read  not  the  riddle  all  amiss 
Of  higher  life  evolved  from  this. 

"  Nor  doth  it  lessen  what  He  taught. 
Or  make  the  gospel  Jesus  brought 
I..CSS  precious,  that  His  lips  retold 
Some  portion  of  that  truth  of  old  ; 
Denying  not  the  proven  seers, 
I'he  tested  wisdom  of  the  years : 
Confirming  with  his  own  impress 
The  common  law  of  righteousness. 
We  search  the  world  for  truth  ;  we  cull 
The  good,  the  pure,  the  beautifiil, 
From  graven  stone  and  written  scm*\ 
From  all  old  fiower-fields  of  the  solI  ; 
And,  wearv  seekers  of  the  best. 
We  come  back  laden  from  our  ques^ 
To  find  that  all  the  sages  said 
Is  in  the  Book  our  mothers  read. 
And  all  our  tre;tsure  of  old  thour.l't 
In  His  harmonious  fulness  wTought 
Who  gathers  in  one  sheaf  complete 
The  scattered  blades  of  God's  sown 
wheat, 
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I1ie  common  growth  that  maketh  good 
His  all-embracing  Fatherhood. 

'"Wherever  through  the  ages  rise 
The  altars  of  self-sacrifice. 
Where  love  iis  arms  has  opened  wide. 
Or  man  for  man  has  calmly  died, 
I  see  the  same  white  wings  outspread 
That  hovered  o'er  the  Master's  head  I 
Up  from  undated  time  they  come, 
The  martyr  souls  of  heathendom. 
And  to  His  cross  and  passion  bring 
Their  fellowship  of  sufTering.  ^ 
I  trace  His  presence  in  the  olind 
Pathetic  gropings  of  my  kind,  — 
In  prayers  from  sin  and  sorrow  wrung, 
In  cradle-hymns  of  life  they  sung, 
Each,  in  its  measure,  but  a  part 
Of  the  unmeasured  Over- Heart : 
And  with  a  stronger  faith  confess 
The  ereater  that  it  owns  the  less. 
Good  cause  it  is  for  thankfulness 
That  the  world-blessing  of  His  life 
'With  the  long  past  is  not  at  strife  : 
That  the  great  marvel  of  His  death 
To  the  one  order  witnesseth, 
No    doubt    of   changeless    goodness 

wakes. 
No  link  of  cause  and  sequence  breaks. 
But,  one  with  nature,  rooted  is 
In  the  eternal  verities ; 
Whereby,  while  differing  in  degree 
As  finite  from  infinity. 
The  pain  and  loss  for  others  borne. 
Love  s    crown   of    suffering    meekly 

worn. 
The  life  man  giveth  for  his  friend 
Become  vicarious  in  the  end  ; 
Their  healing  place  in  nature  take. 
And  make  life  sweeter  for  their  sake. 

"  So  welcome  I  from  every  source 
The  tokens  of  that  primal  Force, 
Older  than  heaven  itself,  yet  new 
As  the  voung  heart  it  reaches  to, 
Beneatn  whose  steady  impulse  rolls 
The  tid.il  wave  of  human  souls  ; 
Guide,  comforter,  and  inward  word. 
The  eternal  spirit  of  the  Lord  I 
Nor  fear  1  aught  that  science  brings 
From    searching     through     material 

things ; 
Content  to  let  its  glasses  prove, 
Not  by  the  letter's  oldness  move,  I 


The   myriad   worlds  on  worlds  that 

course 
The  spaces  cf  the  universe  ; 
Since  everywhere  the  Spirit  walks 
The  garden  of  the  heart,  and  talks 
With  man,  as  under  Eden's  trees. 
In  all  his  varied  languages. 
Why  mourn  above  some  hopeless  flaw 
In  the  stone  tables  of  the  law, 
When  scripture  every  day  afresh 
Is  traced  on  tablets  of  the  flesh .' 
By  inward  sense,  by  outward  signs, 
God's  presence  still  the  heart  divines ; 
Through  deepest  joy  of  Him  we  learn. 
In  sorest  grief  to  Him  we  turn, 
And  reason  stoops  its  pride  to  share 
The  child-like  instinct  of  a  prayer." 

And  then,  as  is  my  wont,  I  told 
A  story  of  the  days  of  old. 
Not  found  in  printed  books,  —  in  sooth, 
A  fancy,  with  slight  hint  of  truth, 
Showing  how  differing  Caiths  agree 
In  one  sweet  law  of  charity. 
Meanwhile  the  sky  had  golden  grown. 
Our  faces  in  its  glory  shone  : 
But  shadows  down  the  valley  swept. 
And  gray  below  the  ocean  slept, 
As  time  and  snace  I  wanderea  o'er 
To  tread  the  Mogul's  marble  floor. 
And  see  a  fairer  sunset  fall 
On  Jumna's  wave  and  Agra's  wall. 


Thb  good  Shah  Akbar  (peace  be  his 

alway  !) 
Came  forth  from  the  Divan  at  close  of 

day 
Bowed  with  the  burden  of  his  many 

cares. 
Worn  with  the  hearing  of  unnumbered 

prayers,  — 
Wild  cries  for  justice,  the  imix)rtunate 
Appeals  of  greed  and  jealousy  and  haie, 
And  all  the  strife  of  sect  and  creed  and 

rile, 
Santon  and  Gouroo  waging  holy  fight : 
For  the  wise  monarch,  daimlug  not 

to  be 
Allah's  avenger,  left  his  people  free. 
With  a  faint  hope,  his  Book  scarce 

justified. 
That  all  the  paths  of  faith,  though  sev- 
ered wide, 
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0*er  which  the  feet  of  prayeiful  rever- 
ence passed, 
Met  at  the  gate  of  Paradise  at  last. 

He  sought  an  alcove  of  his  cool 
hareem. 

Where,  far  heneath,  he  heard  the 
Jumna's  stream 

Lapse  soft  and  low  along  his  palace 
wall, 

And  all  about  the  cool  sound  of  the  fall 

Of  fountains,  and  of  water  circling  free 

Through  marble  ducts  along  the 
balcony  : 

The  voice  of  women  in  the  distance 
sweet. 

And.  sweeter  still,  of  one  who,  at  his 
feet, 

Soothed  his  tired  ear  with  songs  of  a 
far  land 

Where  Tagua  shatters  on  the  salt  sea- 
sand 

The  mirror  of  its  cork-grown  hills  of 
drouth 

And  vales  of  vine,  at  Lisbon's  harbor- 
mouth. 

The  date-palms  rustled  not ;  the 
peepul  laid 

Its  topmost  boughs  against  the  balus' 
trade, 

Motionless  aa  the  mimic  leaves  and 
vines 

That,  light  and  graceful  as  the  shawl- 
designs 

Of  Delhi  or  Umritsir,  twined  in  stone : 

And  the  tired  monarch,  who  aside  had 
thrown 

The  day's  hard  burden,  sat  from  care 
apart. 

And  let  the  quiet  steal  into  his  heart 

From  the  still  hour.  Be'ow  him  Agra 
slept. 

By  the  long  light  of  Miii«iet  overswept : 

The  river  flowing  through  a  level 
land. 

By  mango-groves  and  banks  of  yellow 
sand, 

Skirted  with  lime  and  orange,  gay 
kiosks. 

Fountains  at  play,  tall  minarets  of 
mosques. 

Fair  pleasure-gardens,  wiih  their  flow- 
ering tree^ 


Relieved  against  the  moamfiil  < 

es; 
And,  air- poised  lightly  as  the  blowa 

sea-foam,  ^ 

The  marble  wonder  of  some  holy  dom* 
Hung  a  white  moonriae  over  the  sdJl 

wood. 
Glassing  its  beauty  in  a  stiller  flood. 

Silent  the  monarch  gaxed,  until  thu 

night 
SwiA-falnnghid  the  city  from  his  sight, 
Then  to  the  woman  at  his  feet  he  said  ■ 
**  Tell  me,  O  Miriam,  something  thov 

hast  read 
In  childhood  of  the  Master  of  thy  faith 
Whom  Islam  also  owns.   Our  Prophel 

saith  : 
*  He  was  a  true  apostle,  yeai,  —  a  Wor» 
And  Spirit  sent  before  me  from  th( 

Lord.' 
Thus  the  Book  witnesseth ;  and  well  \ 

know 
By  what  thou  art,  O  dearest,  it  tt  m>. 
As  the  lute's  tone  the  maker's  hand 

betrays. 
The  sweet  disciple  speaks  her  Master's 

praise." 

Then  Miriam,  glad  of  heart,  (for  in 

some  sort 
She  cherished  in  the  Moslem's  libera] 

court 
The  sweet  traditions  of  a  Chrisdao 

child : 
And,  through  her  life  of  sense,  the  no- 

defiled 
And  chaste  ideal  of  the  sinless  One 
Gazed  on  her  with  an  eye  she  might 

not  shun,  — 
The  sad,  reproachful  look  of  pity,  bom 
Of  love  that  hath  no  part  in  wrath  or 

scorn,) 
Began,  with  low  voice  and  moist  eyea, 

to  tell 
Of  the  alMoving  Christ,  and  what  befell 
When  the  fierce  zealots,  thirsting  for 

her  blood. 
Dragged  to  his  feet  a  shame  of  woman- 
hood. 
How,    when    his   searching    answer 

pierced  within 
Each  heart,  and  touched  the  secret  <A 

its  sin, 
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Aci  fter  jccusei<s  fl^d  hn  race  befure. 
He  bade  the  ^.oor  one  go  and  ^n  no 

more. 
And  Akbar  said,  after   a  raometit*a 

thought, 
*'Wise  is  the  lesson  by  thy  prophet 

taught : 
Woe  unto  him  who  judges  and  forgetH 
What  hidden  evil  his  own  heart  besctc  ! 
Something  of  this  large  charity  I  find 
In  all  the  sects  that  sever  human  kind  ; 
I  would  to  Allah  that  their  lives  agreed 
More  nearly  with  the  lesson  of  their 

creed  I 
Those  yellow  Lamas  who  at  Meerut 

pray 
By  wind  and  water  power,  and  love  to 

say: 

*  He  who  foTgiveth  not  shall,  unfor- 

fiven, 
the  rest  of  Buddha,'  and  who 

even 
Spare  the  black  gnat  that  stings  them, 

vex  my  cars 
With  the  poor  hates  and  jealousies  and 

fears 
Nursed  in  their  human  hives.    That 

lean,  fierce  priest 
Of  thy  own  people,  (be  his  heart  in- 
creased 
By  Allah's  love  I)    his    black   robes 

smelling  yet 
Of  Goa's  roasted  Jews,  have  I  not  met 
Meek-faced,  barefooied,  crying  in  the 

street 
The  saying  of  his  prophet  true  and 

sweet,  — 

*  He   who    is    merciful   shall   mercy 

meet  1  * " 

But,  next  day,  so  it  chanced,  as  night 

began 
To  fall,  a  murmur  through  the  hareem 

ran 
That  one,  recalling  in  her  dusky  face 
The  full-lipped,  mild-eyed  beauty  of  a 

race 
Known  as  the  blameless  Ethiops  of 

Greek  song, 
Plotting  to  do  her  roval  master  wrong, 
Watchmg,  reproachful  of  the  lingering 

light. 
The  evenmg  shadows  deepen  for  her 

flight. 


Love-guided,  to  her  home  in  a  for  land. 
Now  waited  death  at  the  great  Shah's 
command. 

Shapely  as  that  dark  princess  ft>r 

whose  smile 
A  world  was  bartered,  daughter  of  the 

Nile 
Herself,  and  veiling  in  her  large,  soft 

eyes 
The  pauion  and  the  languor  ofher  skies, 
The  Abyssinian  knelt  Tow  at  the  feet 
Of  her  stem  lord  :  "  O  king,  if  it  be 

meet. 
And  for  thy  honor's  sake,"  she  said, 

"  that  I. 
Who  am  the  humblest  of  thy  slaves, 

should  die, 
I  will  not  VaX  thy  mercy  to  foT|;ive. 
Easier  it  is  to  die  than  to  outlive 
All  that  life  gave  me,  —  him  whose 

wrong  of  thee 
Was  but  the  outcome  of  his  love  for  me. 
Cherished  from  chilahood,  when,  be- 
neath the  shade 
Of  templed  Axum,  side  by  tide  we 

played. 
Stolen  from  his  arms,  my  lover  ibllowed 

me 
Through  weary  seasons  over  land  and 

sea : 
And  two  days  since,  sitting  disconsol^e 
Within  the  shadow  of  the  hareem  gate. 
Suddenly,  as  if  dropping  from  the  sky, 
Down  from  the  lattice  of  the  balcony 
Fell  the  sweet  song  by  Tigre's  cow^ 

herds  sung 
In  the  old  music  of  his  native  tongue. 
He  knew  my  voice,  for  love  is  quick 

of  ear, 
Answering  in  song. 

This  night  he  waited  near 
To  fly  with  me.    Tlie  fault  was  mine 

alone  : 
He  knew  thee  not,  he  did  but  seek  his 

own ; 
Who,  in  the  very  shadow  of  thy  throne, 
Sharing  thy  bounty,  knowing  all  tho'i 

art. 
Greatest  and  best  of  men,  and  in  her 

heart 
Grateful  to  tears  for  favor  undeserved. 
Turned  ever  homeward,  no»  one  mo- 
ment swerved 
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From  her  yqang  love.    He  looked  into 

my  eyes, 
He  heard   my  voice,  and  could  not 

otherwise 
Than  he  hath  done  ;  yet,  save  one  wild 

embrace 
When  first  we  stood  together  fiice  to 

face, 
And  all  that  fate  bad  done  since  last 

we  met 
Seemed  but  a  dream  that  left  us  chil- 
dren yet, 
He  hath  not  wronged  thee  nor  thy 

royal  bed ; 
Spare  him,  O  king  !  and  slay  me  in  his 

stead  I " 

But  over  Akbar*s  brows  the  firown 
hun^  black. 

And,  turnmg  to  the  eunuch  at  his 
back, 

"Take  them,"  he  said,  "and  let  the 
Jumna's  waves 

Hide  Doth  my  shame  and  these  ac- 
cursed slaves  I " 

His  loathly  length  the  unsexed  bond- 
man bowed  : 

"  On  my  head  be  it  I  " 

Straightway  from  a  cloud 

Of  dainty  shawls  and  veils  of  woven 
mist 

The  Christian  Miriam  rose,  and,  stoop- 
ing, kissed 

The  monarch's  hand.  Loose  down  her 
shoulders  bare 

Swept  all  the  rippled  darkness  of  her 
hair, 

Veiling  the  bosom  that,  with  high, 
quick  swell 

Of  fear  and  pity,  through  it  rose  and  fell. 

"  Alas  I  "  she  cried,  "  hast  thou  for- 
gotten quite 

The  words  of  Him  we  spake  of  yester- 
night ? 

Or  thy  own  prophet's,  — '  Whoso  doth 
endure 

And  pardon,  of  eternal  life  is  sure '  ? 


O  great  and  good  !  be  thy  revenge  alone 
Fell  in  thy  mercy  to  the  erring  shown  ; 
Let  thwarted  love  and  youth  their  par- 


don plead, 
Who  sinned  but  in  intent,  and  not  in 
deedr* 


One  moment  the  straog  frame  of 

Akbar  shook 
With  the  great  storm  of  passion.    Then 

his  look 
Softened  to  her  uplifted  £u:e,  that  stiS 
Pleaded  more  strongly  than  all  woffda. 

until 
Its  pride  and  anger  seemed  like  over- 
blown. 
Spent  clouds  of  thunder  left  to  tell 

alone 
Of  strife  and  overeomtog.  With  bowed 

head. 
And  smiting  cm  his  bosom:  "God,** 

he  said, 
"  Alone  is  great,  and  let  His  holy  name 
Be  honored,  even    to  His  servant's 

shame ! 
Well  spake  thy  prophet,  Miiiam,  —  be 

alone 
Who  hath  not  sinned  is  meet  to  cast  a 

stone 
At  such  as  these,  who  here  their  doom 

aw^ait. 
Held  like  myself  in  the  strong  grasp 

of  fate. 
They  sinned  through  love,  as  I  throngh 

love  foigive ; 
Take  them  beyond  my  realm,  but  let 

them  live  I " 

And,  like  a  chorus  to  the  words  of 

grace. 
The  ancient  Fakir,  sitting  in  his  place. 
Motionless  as  an  idol  and  as  grim. 
In  the  pavilion  Akbar  built  for  him 
Under  the  courtyard  trees,  (for  he  was 

wise. 
Knew  Menu's  laws,  and  through  his 

close- shut  eyes 
Saw  things  far  oiT,  and  as  an  open  book 
Into  the  thoughts  of  other  men  could 

look,) 
Began,  half  chant,  half  howling,  to  re- 
hearse 
The  fraRment  of  a  holy  Vedic  ver^e ; 
And  thus  it  ran  :  "  He  who  all  things 

forgives 
Conquers  himself  and  all  things  else, 

and  lives 
Above  the  reach  of  wrong  or  haie  or 

fear, 
Calm  as  the  gods,  to  whom  be  is  most 

dear." 
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Two   lesftaM  (rotti  Agra  still  the 

tia««rier  se^s 
llie  tomb  of  Akbar  through  its  cy- 
press-trees ; 
And,  near  at  hand,  the  marble  walls 

that  hide 
The  Christian  Begum  sleeping  at  his 

side. 
And  o*er  her  vault  of  burial  (who  shall 

tell 
If  it  be  chance  alone  or  miracle  ?) 
The  Mission  press  with  tireless  hand 

unrolls 
The  words  of  Jesus  on  its  lettered 

scrolls,  — 
Telb,  ID  all  tongues,  the  tale  of  mercy 

o'er. 
And  bids  the  guilty,  "  Go  and  sin  no 

more  I*' 


It  now  was  dew-fall  ;  very  still 
The  night  lay  on  the  lonely  hill, 
Down  which  our  homeward  steps  we 

bent. 
And,  silent,  through  great  silence  went, 
Save  that  the  tireless  crickets  played 
Their  long,  monotonous  serenade. 


A  young  mooit,  at  its  narrowest, 
Curved  sharp  against  the  darkening 

west; 
And,  momently,  the  beacon's  star, 
Slow  wheeling  o'er  its  rock  afar, 
From  out  ihe  level  darkness  shot 
One  instant  and  again  was  not. 
And  then  my  friend  spake  quietly 
The  thought  of  both  :  "  Yon  crescent 

see  I 
Like  Islam's  symbol-moon  it  ^ives 
Hints  of  the  light  whereby  it  lives  : 
Somewhat  of  goodness,  something  true 
From  sun  and  spirit  shinins;  through 
All  faitlis,  all  worlds,  as  through  the 

dark 
Of  ocean  shines  the  lighthouse  spark. 
Attests  the  presence  everywhere 
Of  love  and  providential  care. 
The  faith  the  old  Norse  heart  con- 
fessed 
In  one  dear  name,  —  the  hopefulest 
And  tenderest  heard  from  mortal  lips 
In  pangs  of  birth  or  death,  from  shtps 
Ice-bitten  in  the  winter  sea. 
Or  lisped  beside  a  mother's  knee,  — 
The  wiser  world  hath  not  outgrown. 
And  the  All- Father  is  our  own  ! 


MISCELLANEOUS    POEMS. 


NOREMBEGA. 

(.Noivinbega,  or  Norimbet^e,  is  the  name 
gif .  1  by  early  French  fishermen  and  cx- 

glorers  to  a  fabulous  country  south  of  Ca])e 
retoo,  first  discovered  by  Verrazzanl  in 
1534.  It  was  supposed  to  itave  a  inag'ntA- 
ccnt  city  of  the  same  name  on  a  xreat  river, 

Eoltahfy  the  Penobscot.  The  site  of  this 
rhnric  city  is  laid  down  on  a  map  pub- 
lished at  Antwerp  in  1570  In  1604  Cham- 
plain  sailed  in  search  of  the  Northern  HUio- 
rado,  twenty-two  IcaKucit  up  the  t'enoliscot 
from  the  Isle  Haute,  He  supposed  tlie 
rivL-r  to  be  that  of  NorcnibeKs.  but  wisely 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  those  Iravellcrs 
who  told  of  tlic  KTvat  city  had  never 
seen  it  He  saw  no  evidences  of  nnythin}? 
Lkc  civiiuation,  but  mentions  the  iintfiiu;  of 
a  cross,  very  old  and  mossy,  in  the  wooits.  ] 

Thb  winding  way  the  serpent  takes 
The  mystic  water  took. 


From  where,  to  count  its  beaded  lakea^ 
The  forest  sped  its  brook. 

A    narrow   space    'twixt    shore   and 
shore. 

For  sun  or  stars  to  fall, 
While  evermore,  behind,  before, 

Closed  in  the  forest  wall. 

The  dim  wood  hiding  underneath 
Wan  flowers  without  a  name  ; 

Life  tangled  with  decay  and  death. 
League  after  league  the  same. 

Unbroken  over  swamp  and  hill 

The  rounding  shadow  lay. 
Save  where  the  river  cut  at  will 

A  pathway  to  the  day. 
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As  Altered  on  his  (ailing  tongue 
The  song  of  good  Bernard. 

The  henchman  dug  at  dawn  a  grave 
Beneath  the  hemlocks  brown, 

And  to  the  desert's  keeping  gave 
The  lord  of  fief  and  town. 

Years  after,  when  the  Siettr  Champlain 
Sailed  up  the  unknown  stream, 

And  Norembega  proved  again 
A  shadow  and  a  dream, 

He  found  the  Norman's  nameless  grave 
Within  the  hemlock's  shade. 

And,  stretching  wide  its  arms  to  save, 
The  sign  that  God  had  made,  — 

The  cross-boughed  tree  that  marked 
the  spot 

And  made  it  holy  ground  : 
He  needs  the  earthly  city  not 

Who  hath  the  heavenly  found. 


NAUHAUGHT,  THE  DEACON. 

Nauhaught,  the  Indian  deacon,  who 

of  old 
Dwelt,  poor  but  blameless,  where  his 

narrowing  Cape 
Stretches  its  shrunk  arm  out  to  all  the 

winds 
And  the  relentless  smiting  of  the  waves, 
Awoke  one  morning  from  a  pleasant 

dream 
Of  a  good  angel  dropping  in  his  hand 
A  &ir,  broad  gold-piece,  in  the  name 

of  God. 

He  rose  and  went  forth  with  the  early 

day 
Far  inland,  where  the  voices  of  the 

waves 
Mellowed  and  mingled  with  the  whis- 
pering leaves. 
As,  through  the  tangle  of  the  low,  thick 

woods. 
He  searched  his  traps.    Therein  nor 

beast  nor  bird 
He  found :  though  meanwhile  in  the 

reedy  pools 
Fhe  otter  plashed,  and  andemeath  the 

pines 


The  partridge  drummed :  and  as  his 

thoughts  went  back 
To  the  sick  wife  and  little  child  at  home. 
What  marvel  that  the  poor  man  felt  his 

faith 
Too  weak  to  bear  its  burden,  —  like  a 

rope 
That,  strand  by  strand  uncoiling,  breaks 

above 
The  hand  that  grasps  it     "  Even  now, 

OLordl 
Send  me,"  he  prayed,  **  the  angel  of 

my  dream  ! 
Nauhaught  is  very  poor;  be  cannot 


wait. 
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^ven  as  he  spake  he  heard  at  bis  bare 
feet 

A  low,  metallic  clink,  and,  looking 
down. 

He  saw  a  dainty  purse  with  disks  of 
gold 

Crowding  its  silken  net.    Awhile  he 
held 

The  treasure  up  before  his  eyes,  alone 

With  his  great  need,  feeling  the  won- 
drous coins 

Slide  through  his  eager  fingers,  one  by 
one. 

So  then  the  dream  was  true.     The 
angel  brought 

One  broad  piece  only ;  should  he  take 
all  these  ? 

Who  would  be  wiser,  in  the  blind, 
dumb  woods  ? 

The  loser,  doubtless  rich,  would  scarce- 
ly miss 

This  dropped  crumb  from  a  table  al- 
ways full. 

Still,  while  he  mused,  he  seemed  to 
hear  the  cry 

Of  a  starved  child  ;  the  sick  face  of  his 
wife 

Tempted  him.      Heart  and  flesh  in 
fierce  revolt 

Urged  the  wild  license  of  his  savage 
youth 

Against  his  later  scruples.    Bitter  toil, 

Prayer,  fasting,  dread  of  blame,  and 
pitiless  eyes 

To  watch  his  halting,  —  had  he  lost  for 
these 

The  fireedom  of  the  woods ;  —  the  bunt' 
inggrounds 
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Oi  happy  spirits  for  a  walled  in  heaven 
Of  everlasting  psalms?    One  healed 

the  sick 
Very  far  ofl'  thousands  of  moons  ago : 
Haa  he  not  prayed  him  night  and  day 

lo  come 
And  cure  his  bed-bound  wife?    Was 

there  a  hell? 
Were  all  his  fathers*  people  writhing 

there  — 
Like  the  poor  shell-fish  set  to  boil 

alive  — 
Forever,  dying  never  ?    If  he  kept 
Thisgold,  so  needed,  would  the  dread- 
ful God 
Torment  him  like  a  Mohawk's  captive 

stuck 
With  slovi'-consuming  splinters?  Would 

the  saints 
And  the  white  angels  dance  and  laugh 

to  see  him 
Burn   like   a   piich-pine   torch?    His 

Christian  garb 
Seemed  fallinj,;  from  him  :  with  the  fear 

and  shame 
Of  Adam  naked  at  the  cool  of  day. 
He  gazed  around.     A  black  snake  lay 

in  coil 
On  the  hot  sand,  a  crow  with  sidelong 

eye 
Watched  from  a  dead  bough.     All  his 

Indian  lore 
Of  evil  blending  with  a  convert's  faith 
In  the  supernal  terrors  of  the  Book, 
He  saw  the  Tempter  in  the  coiling 

snake 
And  ominous,  black-winged  bird  ;  and 

all  the  while 
The  low  rebuking  of  the  distant  waves 
Stole  in  upon  him  like  the  voice  of 

God 
Among  the  trees  of  Eden.   Girding  up 
His  soul's  loins  with  a  resolute  hanci, 

he  thrust 
The  base  thought  from  him  :  "  Nau- 

haught,  be  a  man  I 
Starve,  if  need  be  ;  but,  while  you  live, 

look  out 
From  honest  eyes  on  all  men,  un- 
ashamed. 
God  help  me  I    I  am  deacon  of  the 

church, 
A  baptized,  praying  Indian  I    Should 

I  do 


This  secret  meanness,  even  the  barken 

knots 
Of  the  old  trees  would  turn  to  eyes  to 

see  it. 
The  birds  would  tell  of  it,  and  all  the 

leaves 
Whisper  above  me :  *  Naubaught  ift  a 

thief ! ' 
The  sun  would  know  it,  and  the  stars 

that  hide 
Behind  his  light  would  watch  me,  and 

at  night 
Follow  me  with  their  sharp,  accusing 

eyes. 
Yea,  thou,  God,  seest  met**    Then 

Nauhaught  drew 
Closer  his  belt  of  leather,  dulling  thus 
The    pain    of    hunger,    and    walked 

bravely  back  ^ 
To  the  brown  hshing-hamlei  by  the 

sea; 
And,  pausing  at  the  inn'ckxv,  cheerily 

••  Who  hath  lost  aught  to-day  ?  " 

"  1,'*  said  a  voice  T 
"  Ten  golden  pieces,  in  a  silken  purse. 
My    daughter's     handiwork."       He 

looked,  and  lo  1 
One  stood  before  him  in  a  coat  of  firtese. 
And   the   glazed  hat  of  a  aeafiuiog 

man, 
Shrewd-faced,  broad-shouldered,  with 

no  trace  of  wings. 
Marvelling,  he  dropped    within   the 

stranger's  hand 
The  silken  web,  and  turned  to  go  his 

way. 
Rut  the  man  said :  "  A  tithe  at  leas) 

is  yours ; 
Take  it  m  God's  name  as  an  honest 

man  " 
And  as  the  deacon's   dusky  fingers 

closed 
Over  the  polden  gift,  "  Vea,  in  God's 

name 
I  take  it,  with  a  poor  man's  thanks,'* 

he  said. 

So  down  the  street  that,  like  a  river  of 

sand, 
Ran,  white  in  sunshine,  to  the  summer 

sea. 
He   sought  his   home,  singing  wad 

praising  God : 
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And  when  his  neighbors  in  their  care- 
less way 
Spoke  of  the    owner   of  the   silken 

Surse  — 
fleet  skipper,  known  in  every 
port 
That  the  Cape  opens  in  its  sandy  wall — 
He  answered,   with  a  wise  smile,  lo 

himself: 
**  I  saw  the  angel  where  they  see  a 
man." 


IN  SCHOOI^DAYS. 

Still  sits  the  school-house  by  the 
road, 

A  ragj^ed  beggar  sunning  ; 
Around  it  still  the  sumachs  grow^ 

And  blackberry  viues  are  running. 

Within,  the  master's  desk  is  seen, 
Deep  scarred  by  raps  official  ; 

The  warping  fl(x>r,  the  battered  seats, 
The  jack -knife's  carved  initial ; 

The  charcoal  frescos  on  its  wall ; 

Its  door's  worn  sill,  betraying 
The  feet  that,  creeping  slow  to  school, 

Went  storming  out  to  playing  I 

Long  years  ago  a  winter  sun 

Shone  over  it  at  setting  : 
Lit  up  its  western  window-panes. 

And  low  eaves*  icy  fretting. 

It  touched  the  tangled  golden  curls, 
And  brown  eyes  full  of  grieving. 

Of  one  who  still  her  steps  delayed 
When  all  the  school  were  leaving. 

For  near  her  stood  the  little  boy 
Her  childi&h  favor  singled  : 

His  cap  pulled  low  upon  a  face 
Where  pride  and  shame  were  min- 
gled. 

Pushing  with  restless  feet  the  snow 
To  right  and  left,  he  lingered :  — 

As  restlessly  her  tiny  hands 
The  blue-checked  apron  fingered. 

He  saw  her  lift  her  eyes  :  he  felt 
The  soft  hand's  light  caressing, 


And  heard  the  tremble  of  her  Toice, 
As  if  a  fault  confessing. 

"  I  *m  sorry  that  I  spelt  the  word : 

I  hate  to  go  above  you. 
Because,"  —  the  brown   eyes   lower 
fell.  — 

••  Because,  you  see,  I  love  you  I  ** 


Still  memory  to  a  gray-haired  man 
I'hat  sweet  child-face  is  showing. 

Dear  girl !  the  grasses  on  her  ^rave 

Have  forty  years  been  growing  I 

i_  1* •_  1 f^  1-*  •  I i    ^». . 


He  lives  to  learn,  in  life's  bard  school* 
How  few  who  pass  above  him 

Lament  their  triumph  and  his  loss. 
Like  her,  —  because  they  love  him. 


GARIBALDL 

In  trance  and  dream  of  old,  God's 
prophet  saw 

The  casting  down  of  throne&  Thou, 
watching  lone 

The  hot  Sai^inian  coast-line,  hazy- 
hilled. 

Where,  fringing    round    Caprera's 
rocky  zone 
With  foam,  the  slow  waves  gather  aad 
withdraw, 

Behold'st  the  vision  of  the  seer  ful- 
filled. 

And  hear'st  the  sea-winds  burdened 
with  a  sound 

Of  falling  chains,  as,  one  by  one, 
unbound, 
The  nations  lift  their  right  hands  up 
and  swear 

Their  cnth  of  freedom.     From  the 
chalk-white  wall 
Of  England,  from  the  black  Carpa- 
thian range. 

Along  the  Danube  and  the  Theisa, 
through  all 

The  pas^s  of  the  Spanish  Pyrenees, 
And  from  the  Seine's  throiiged  banks, 
a  murmur  strange 

And  glad  floats  to  thee  o'er  thy  sum- 
mer seas 
On  the  salt  wind  that  stirs  thy  whiten- 
ing hair,  — 

The   song^  of  freedom's   bloodiest 
victories  1 
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Rejoice,  O  Garibaldi  I     Though  thy 

Skword 
Failed   at    Rome's  gate^   and  blood 

seemod  vainly  |K>ured 
Where,  in  Chrisi's  name,  the  crown^ 

infidel 
Of  France  wrouj^ht  murder  with  the 
arms  of  hell 
On  that  i»ad  mountain  slope  whose 
ghostly  dead. 
Unmindful  of  the  gray  exorcifit's  ban. 
Walk,    unapi)eased,    the    chambereid 
Vatican, 
And  draw  the  curtains  of  Napoleon's 
bed! 
God's  providence  is  not  blind,  bat, 

full  of  eyes. 
It  searches  all  the  refuges  of  lies  ; 
And  in  H  is  time  and  way,  the  accursed 
thin}3[H 
Before  whose  evil  feet  thy  battle-gage 
Has  clashed  detiance  from  hot  youth 
to  a^e 
Shall  perish.     All  men  shall  be  priests 
and  kings,  — 
One  royal  brotherhood,  one  church 

made  free 
By  love,  which  is  the  law  of  liberty  I 
1869.  

AFTER    ELECIION. 

The  day's  sharp  strife  is  ended  now. 
Our  work  is  done,  God  knoweth  how  I 
As  on  the  thronged,  unrestful  town 
The  patience  of  the  moon  looks  down, 
I  wail  to  hear,  beside  the  wire. 
The  voices  of  its  tongues  of  fire. 

Slow,  doubtfiil,  faint,  they  seem  at  first : 
Be  strong,  my  heart,  to  know  the  worst  I 
Hark  I  —  there  the  Alleghanies  spoke ; 
That  sound  from  lake  and  prairie  broke, 
That  sunset-gun  of  triumph  rent 
The  silence  of  a  continent  I 

That  signal  from  Nebraska  sprung, 
I'his,  from  Nevada's  mountain  tongue  1 
Is  that  thy  answer,  strong  and  free, 
O  loyal  heart  of  Tennessee  ? 
What  strange,  glad  voice  is  that  which 

calls 
FroiD  Wagner's  grave  and  Sumter's 

walls  ? 


From  Mississippi's  fountain-head 
A  sound  as  of  the  bison's  tread  ! 
There  rustled  freedom's  Charter  Oak  I 
In  that  wild  burst  the  Ozarks  spoke  t 
Cheer  an&wers  cheer  from  rise  to  set 
Of  sun.     We  have  a  country  yet  I 

The  praise,  O  Gk>d,  be  thine  alone ! 
I'hou  eivest  not  for  bread  a  stone  : 
Thou  hast  not  led  its  through  the  otgltt 
To  blind  us  with  returning  lieht ; 
Not   through  the   furnace    nave  «• 

passed. 
To  perish  at  iu  mouth  at  last 

O  night  of  peace,  thv  flight  restrain ! 
November's  moon,  oe  slow  to  wane  X 
Shine  on  the  freedman's  cabin  floor. 
On  brows  of  prayer  a  blessing  pour ; 
And  give,  with  full  assurance  blest. 
The  weary  heart  of  Freedom  rest  I 
186&  

MY  TRIUMPH. 

The  autumn-time  has  come  ; 
On  woods  that  dream  of  bloom. 
And  over  purpiing  vines. 
The  low  sun  fainter  shines. 

The  aster-flower  is  failing, 
I'he  hazel's  gold  is  i^ing ; 
Yet  overhead  more  near 
The  eternal  stars  appear  ! 

And  present  gratitude 
Insures  the  future's  good. 
And  for  the  things  I  see 
I  trust  the  things  to  be  ; 

That  in  the  paths  untrod, 
And  the  lone  da^'S  of  God, 
My  feet  shall  still  be  led. 
My  heart  be  comforted. 

O  living  friends  who  love  me  t 

0  dear  ones  gone  above  me  I 
Careless  of  other  fame, 

1  leave  to  you  my  name. 

Hide  it  from  idle  praisea, 
Save  it  from  evil  phrases : 
Why,  when  dear  lips  that  spake  il 
Are  dumb,  should  straogen  wake  ilf 
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L«t  the  thick  curtain  fall ; 
I  better  know  than  all 
How  little  I  have  gained. 
How  vast  the  unatiained. 

Not  bv  the  page  word-painted 
Let  life  be  banned  or  tainted  : 
Deeper  than  written  scroll 
The  colors  of  the  soul. 

Sweeter  than  any  sting 

My  songs  that  found  no  tongue  ; 

Nobler  than  anjr  fact 

My  wish  that  failed  of  act. 

Others  shall  sing  the  song. 
Others  shall  right  the  wrong,  — 
Finish  what  I  begin. 
And  all  I  fail  of  win. 

What  matter,  I  or  they  ? 
Mine  or  another*s  day, 
So  the  right  word  be  said 
And  life  the  sweeter  made  ? 

Hail  to  the  coming  singers  I 
Hail  to  the  brave  light- bringers  I 
Forward  I  reach  and  share 
AU  that  they  sing  and  dare. 

The  airs  of  heaven  blow  o'er  me ; 
A  glory  shines  before  me 
Ofwhat  mankind  shall  be,  — 
Pure,  generous,  brave,  and  free. 

A  dream  of  man  and  woman 
Diviner  but  still  human. 
Solving  the  riddle  old. 
Shaping  the  Age  of  Gold  I 

The  love  of  God  and  neighbor ; 
An  equal-handed  labor : 
The  richer  life,  where  beauty 
Walks  hand  in  hand  with  duty. 

Ring,  bells  in  unreared  steeples. 
The  joy  of  unborn  peoples ! 
Sound,  trumpets  far  on  blown. 
Your  triumph  is  my  own  ! 

Parcel  and  part  of  all, 
I  keep  the  festival. 
Fore-reach  the  ^ood  to  be, 
And  share  the  victory. 


I  feel  the  earth  move  sunward, 
I  join  the  great  march  onward, 
And  take,  by  faith,  while  living. 
My  freehold  of  thanksgiving. 


THE  HIVE  AT  GETTYSBURG. 

In  the  old  Hebrew  myth  the  Uon*t 
frame, 
So  terrible  alive, 
Bleached  by  the  desert's  sun  and  wind, 
became 
The  wandering  wild  bees'  hive  : 
And  he  who,  loue  and  naked-handed, 
tore 
Those  jaws  of  death  apart, 
In  after  time  drew  forth  their  honeyed 
store 
To  strengthen  his  strong  heart. 

Dead  seemed  the  legend :  but  it  only 
slept 
To  wake  beneath  our  sky  \ 
Just  on    the  spot    whence   ravening 
Treason  crept 
Back  to  its  lair  to  die. 
Bleeding   and  torn  from    Freedom's 
mountain  bounds, 
A  stained  and  shattered  drum 
Is  now  the  hive  where,  on  their  flowery 
rounds. 
The  wild  bees  go  and  come. 

Unchallenged  by  a  ghostly  sentinel. 

They  wander  wide  and  far. 
Along  green  hillsides,  sown  with  shot 
and  shell, 

Through  vales  once  choked  with  war. 
The  low  reveille  of  their  battle-drum 

Disturbs  no  morning  prayer  ; 
With  deeper  peace  in  summer  noons 
their  hum 

Fills  all  the  drowsy  air. 

And  Samson's  riddle  is  our  own  to-day, 

Of  sweetness  from  the  strong. 
Of  union,  peace,  and  freedom  plucked 
away 

From  the  rent  jaws  of  wrong. 
From  Treason's  death  we  draw  a  purer 
life. 

As,  from  the  beast  he  slew, 
A  sweetness  sweeter  for  his  bitter  strife 

The  old-time  athlete  drew  I 
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HOWARD  AT  ATLANTA. 

Right  in  the  track  where  Sherman 

Ploughed  his  red  furrow, 
Out  of  the  narrov^  ctbin. 

Up  from  the  cellar's  burrow. 
Gathered  the  little  black  people. 

With  freedom  newlv  dowered. 
Where,  be-^ide  their  Korthcm  teacher. 

Stood  the  soldier,  Howard. 

He  listened  and  heard  the  children 

Of  the  poor  and  long-enslav^ 
Reading  the  words  of  Jesus, 

Singii.g  the  songs  ot  David. 
Behold  !  ^  the  dumb  lips  speaking, 

I'he  blind  eves  seeing  ! 
Bones  of  the  Prophet's  visioa 

Warmed  into  being  ! 

Transformed  he  saw  them  passing 

Their  new  life's  portal  ; 
Almost  it  seemed  the  mortal 

Put  on  the  immortal. 
No  more  with  the  beasts  of  burden. 

No  more  with  stone  and  clod, 
But  crowned  with  glory  and  honor 

In  the  image  of  God  I 

There  was  the  human  chattel 

Its  manhood  taking ; 
There,  in  each  dark,  oronze  statue, 

A  soul  was  waking  ! 
The  man  of  many  battles. 

With  tears  his  eyelids  pressing, 
Stretched  over  those  dusky  foreheads 

His  one-armed  blessing. 

And  he  said  :  "  Who  hears  can  never 

Fear  for  or  doubt  you  ; 
What  shall  I  tell  the  children 

Up  North  about  you  ?  " 
Then  ran  round  a  whisper,  a  murmur. 

Some  answer  devising  ; 
And  a  little  boy  stood  up  :  "  Massa, 

Tell  'em  we  *re  rising  1 " 

O  black  boy  of  Atlanta  I 

But  half  was  spoken  : 
The  slave's  chain  and  the  master's 

Alike  are  broken. 
The  one  curse  of  the  races 

Held  both  in  tether: 
Thev  are  nsing,  —  all  are  rising. 

The  black  and  white  tosether  1 


0  brave  men  and  fiur  wmnen  ] 

III  comes  of  hate  and  scorning  : 
Shall  the  dark  face*  only 

Be  turiied  to  morning  ?  — 
Make  Time  your  sole  avenger. 

All  healing,  all- redressing  : 
'Meet  Fate  half-way,  and  iMke  it 

A  joy  and  blessing  I 


TO  LYDIA  MARIA  CHILD, 

ON    READING    HRR     POEM     IN     **  1 HB 

STANDARD.*' 

The  sweet  spring  day  is  glad  with 
music. 

But  through  it  sounds  a  sadder  strain: 
The  worthiest  of  out^  narrowing  circle 

Sings  Loring's  diiges  o'er  again. 

0  woman  greatly  loved  !  I  join  thee 
In  tender  memones  of  our  fnend  ; 

With  thee  across  the  awful  spaces 
The  greeting  of  a  soul  1  send  ! 

What  cheer  hath  he  ?    How  is  it  with 
him? 

Where  lingers  he  thi«  wearv  while  ? 
Over  what  pleasant  fields  of  Heaven 

Dawns  the  sweet  sunrise  of  his  smile  ? 

Does  he  not  know  our  feet  are  treading 
The  earth  hard  down  on  Slavery's 
jjrave? 

That,  m  our  crowning  exultations, 
We  miss  the  charm  his  presence  gave? 

Why  on  this  spring  air  comes  no  whis* 
per 

From  him  to  tell  ns  all  is  well  ? 
Why  to  our  flower-time  comes  no  token 

Of  lily  and  of  asphodel  ? 

1  feel  the  unutterable  longing. 
Thy  hunger  of  the  heart  is  mine  ; 

I  reach  and  grope  for  hands  in  darkuess, 
My  ear  grows  sharp  for  voice  or  sign. 

Still  on  the  lips  of  all  we  question 
I'he  finger  of  God's  silence  lies  : 

Will  the  lost  bands  in  ours  be  folded  ? 
Will  the  shut  eyelids  ever  rise  ? 


THE  PRAYER-SEEKKR. 
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O  friend  I  no  proof  beyond  this  yearn- 
ing, 
This  outreach  of  our  hearts,  we  need ; 
God  will  not  mock  the  hope  He  givcth, 
No  love  He  prompts  shall  vainly 
plead. 

Then  let  us  stretch  our  hands  in  dark- 
ness. 
And  call  our  loved  ones  o'er  and  o'er ; 
Some  day  their  arms  shall  close  about 
us. 
And  the  old  voices  speak  once  more. 

No  dreary  splendors  wait  our  coming 
Where  rapt  ghost  sits  from  ghost 
apart ; 
Homeward  we  go  to  heaven's  thanks- 
giving, 
The  narvest-gathering  of  the  heart 


THE  PRAYER-SEEKER. 

Along  the  aisle  where  prayer  was  made 
A  woman,  all  in  black  arrayed, 
Qose-veilcd,    between    the  kneeling 

host. 
With  gliding  motion  of  a  (^host. 
Passed  to  the  desk,  and  laid  thereon 
A  scroll  which  bore  these  words  alone, 
Pray  for  nu  I 

Back  from  the  place  of  worshipping 
She  glided  like  a  guilty  thing  : 
The  rustle  of  her  draperies,  stirred 
By  hurrying  feet,  alone  was  heard  ; 
While,  full  of  awe,  the  preacher  read, 
As  out  into  the  dark  she  sped : 
"  Pray /or  me  I" 

B^ck  to  the  night  from  whence  she 

came, 
To  unimagined  grief  or  shame  ! 
Across  the  threshold  of  that  door 
i^one  knew  the  burden  that  she  bore ; 


Alone  she  left  the  written  scroll, 
The  legend  of  a  troubled  soul,  — 
Pray /or  me  I 

Glide  on,  noor  ghost  of  woe  or  sin  I 
Thou  leav^st  a  common  need  within  ; 
Each  bears,  like  thee,  some  nameless 

weight. 
Some  misery  inarticulate. 
Some  secret  sin,  some  shrouded  dread. 
Some  household  sorrow  all  unsJd. 
Pray /or  us  ! 

Pass  on  !    The  type  of  all  thou  art. 
Sad  witness  to  the  common  heart  I 
With  face  in  veil  and  seal  on  lip. 
In  mute  and  strange  companionship. 
Like  thee  we  wander  to  and  fro. 
Dumbly  imploring  as  we  go : 
Pray /or  us  ! 

Ah,  who  shall  pray,  since  he  who  pleads 
Our   want    perchance    hath    greater 

needs r 
Yet  they  who  make  their  loss  the  gain 
Of  others  shall  not  ask  in  vain, 
And  Heaven  bends  low  to  hear  the 

prayer 
Of  love  from  lips  of  self-despair : 
Pray /or  us  ! 

In  vain  remorse  and  fear  and  hate 
Beat  with  bruised  hands  against  a  fate, 
Whose  walls  of  iron  only  move, 
And  open  to  the  touch  of  love. 
He  only  feels  his  burdens  foil 
Who,  taught  by  sufTerinfs,  pities  all. 
Pnty/or  us  ! 

He  prayeth  best  who  leaves  unguessed 
The  mystery  of  another's  breast. 
Why  cheeks  grow  pale,  why  eyes  o'er- 

flow, 
Or  heads  are  white,  thou  need'st  no» 

know. 
Enough  to  note  by  many  a  sign 
That  evary  heart  hath  needs  like  thine. 
Pray /or  us  I 
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A    SPIRITUAL    MANIFESTA- 
TION 

AT  THB  PREStDKNT's  LRVBB,  BROWN 
UNIVBRSITY,  39TH  6TK  MONTH, 
1870. 

To*DAY  the  plant  by  Williams  set 
1(8  summer  bloom  discloses  ; 

The  wilding  sweet-brier  of  his  prayer 
Is  crowned  with  cultured  roses. ' 

Once  more  the  Island  State  repeats 
The  lesson  that  he  taught  her, 

And  binds  his  pearl  of  charity 
Upon  her  brown-locked  daughter. 

Is  *t  fancy  that  he  watches  still 
His  Providence  plantations? 

That  still  the  careuil  Founder  takes 
A  part  on  these  occasions  ? 

Methinks  I  see  that  reverend  form, 
Which  all  of  us  so  well  know  : 

He  rises  up  to  speak  :  he  jogs 
The  presidential  elbow. 

*'  Good  friends,"  he  says,  "  you  reap 
afield 

I  sowed  in  self-denial. 
For  toleration  had  its  griefs 

And  charity  its  trial 

**  Great  f^race,  as  saith  Sir  Thomas 
More, 

To  him  must  needs  be  given 
Who  heareth  heresy  and  leaves 

The  heretic  to  Heaven  I 

**  I  hear  again  the  snuffled  tones, 

I  see  in  dreary  vision 
Dyspeptic  dreamers,  spiritual  bores, 

And  prophets  with  a  mission. 

**  Each  zealot  thrust  before  my  eyes 
His  Scripture-garbled  label : 

All  creeds  were  snouted  in  my  ears 
As  with  the  tongues  of  BabeL 


'  Scourged  at  one  cart-tail,  each  denie) 

The  hope  of  every  other  ; 
Each  nwrtyi  shook  his  branded  fist 

At  the  conscience  of  his  brother  1 

**  How  cleft  the  dreary  drone  of  man 
ITie  shriller  uipe  of  woman, 

As  Gorton  led  nu«  saints  elect. 
Who  held  all  things  in  common  I 

*'  Their  gay  robes  tr^Med  in  ditdi  and 
swamp. 

And  torn  oy  thorn  and  thicket. 
The  dancing-girls  of  Merry  Mount 

Came  draggling  to  my  "vickeL 

**  Shrill  Anabaptists,  shorn  of  ears ; 

Gray  witch-wives,  hobbling  slowly : 
And  Antinomians,  free  of  law. 

Whose  very  sins  were  holy. 

**  Hoarse  ranters,  crated  Fifth  Mon- 
archists, 
Of  stripes  and  bondage  braggarts^ 
Pale  Churchmen,  with  singedrubnct 
snatched 
From  Puritanic  fiigots. 

*'  And  last,  not  least,  the  Quakers  came* 
With  tongues  still  sore  from  burning. 

The  Bay  Sute*s  dust  from  off  their  ic»^- 
Before  my  threshold  spuming ; 

'*  A  motley  host,  the  Lord*s  dUtrisy 
F'aith's  odds  and  ends  together ; 

Well  might  I  shrink  from  guests  with 
lungs 
Tough  as  their  breeches  leather  I 

"  If,  when  the  hangman  at  their  hed» 
Came,  roi}e  in  hand  to  catch  them, 

I  took  the  hunted  outcasts  in, 
I  never  sent  to  fetch  them. 

**  I  fed,  but  spared  them  not  a  whit ; 

I  gave  to  all  who  walked  in. 
Not  clams  an  ^  succotash  alone. 

But  stronger  meat  of  doctrine. 
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*  Iproved  the  prophets  false,  I  pricked 

The  bubble  of  perfection, 
And  clapped  upon  their  inner  light 

The  snuflera  of  election. 

'*  And,  looking  backward  on  my  times, 
One  thing,  at  least,  1  'm  proud  for ; 

I  kept  each  sectary's  dish  apart. 
And  made  do  spiritual  chowder. 

**  Where  now  the  blending  signs  of  sect 
Would  puzzle  their  asuoner, 

ll)e  dry-snod  Quaker  kept  the  land. 
The  Baptist  held  the  water. 

"  A  common  coat  now  serves  for  both, 
The  hat 's  no  more  a  fixture ; 

And  which  was  wet  and  which  was  dry, 
Who  knows  in  such  a  mixture  ? 

"  Well  !    He  who  fashioned  Peter's 
dream 

To  bless  them  all  is  able  ; 
And  bird  and  bea&t  and  creeping  thing 

Make  clean  upon  His  table  I 

*'  I  walked  by  my  own  light ;  but  when 

The  ways  of  faith  divided, 
Was  I  to  force  unwilling  feet 

To  tread  the  path  that  1  did  ? 

*'  I  touched  the  garment-hem  of  tmtb, 
Yet  saw  not  all  its  splendor  ; 

1  knew  enough  of  doubt  to  feel 
For  every  conscience  tender. 

"  God  left  men  free  of  choice,  as  when 
His  Eden-trees  were  pUnted  ; 

Because  they  chose  amiBs,  should  I 
Deny  the  gift  He  granted? 

So,  with  a  common  sense  of  need. 
Our  common  weakness  feeling, 
I  left  them  with  myself  to  God 
And  His  all-gracious  dealing  1 

*'  I  kept  His  plan  whose  rain  and  sun 
To  tare  and  wheat  are  given  : 

And  if  the  ways  to  hell  were  free, 
1  left  them  free  to  heaven  !  " 

Take  heart  with  us,  O  man  of  old, 
SoiU-freedom's  brave  confessor, 


So  love  of  God  and  man  wax  strong. 
Let  sect  and  creed  be  lesser. 

The  jarring  discords  of  thy  day 
In  ours  one  hymn  are  swelhng  ; 

The  wandering  feet,  the  severed  patlu, 
All  seek  our  Father's  dwelling. 

And  slowly  learns  the  world  the  truth 
That  makes  us  all  thy  debtor,  — 

That  holjr  life  is  more  than  rite, 
And  spirit  more  than  letter ; 

That  they  who  differ  pole-wide  serv* 
Perchance  the  common  Master, 

And  other  sheep  He  hath  than  they 
Who  graze  one  narrow  pasture  1 

For  truth's  worst  foe  is  he  who  claim* 

To  act  as  God's  avenger. 
And  deems,  beyond  his  sentry-beat. 

The  crystal  walls  in  danger  1 

Who  sets  for  heresy  his  traps 
Of  verbal  quirk  and  quibble, 

And  weeds  the  garden  of  the  Lord 
With  Satan'slsorrowed  dibble. 

To-day  our  hearts  like  organ  keys 
One  Master's  touch  are  feeling; 

Tlie  branches  of  a  common  Vine 
Have  only  leaves  of  healing. 

Co-workers,  yet  from  varied  fields. 
We  share  this  restful  nooning  ; 

The  Quaker  with  the  Baptist  here 
Believes  in  clo^e  communing. 

Forgive,  dear  saint,  the  playful  tone. 
Too  light  for  thy  deserving  ; 

Thanks  for  thy  geiieruus  faith  in  man, 
Tliy  trust  in  God  unswerving. 

Still  echo  in  the  hearts  of  men 
The  words  that  thou  hast  spoken ; 

No  forge  of  hell  can  weld  again 
The  fetters  thou  liast  broken. 

The  pilgrim  needs  a  pass  no  more 
From  Roman  or  Genevan  ; 

Thought-free,  no  ghostly  tollman  keep* 
Henoeforth  the  road  to  Heaven  I 
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"THE   LAURELS." 

AT   THK    TWENTIETH   AND    LAST 
ANNIVERSARY. 

From  these  wild  rocks  1  look  to-day 
O'er  leagues  of  dancing  waves,  and 
see 

The  far,  low  coast-line  stretch  away 
To  where  our  river  meets  the  sea. 

The  light  wind  blowing  off  the  land 
Is  burdened  with  old  voices :  through 

Shut  eyes  1  see  how  lip  and  hand 
The  greeting  of  old  days  renew. 

0  friends  whose  hearts  still  keep  their 

prime. 
Whose  bright  example  warms  and 

cheers. 
Ye  teach  us  how  to  smile  at  Time, 
And  set  to  music  all  his  years  I 

1  thank  you  for  sweet  summer  days, 
For    pleasant    memories    lingering 

long. 
For  joyful  meetings,  fond  delays, 
And  ties  of  friendship  woven  strong. 

As  for  the  last  time,  side  by  side, 
You  tread  the  paths  familiar  grown, 

I  reach  across  the  severing  tide. 
And  blend  ray  farewells  with  your 
own. 

Make  room,  O  river  of  our  home  ! 

For  other  feet  in  place  of  ours. 
And  in  the  summers  yet  to  come, 

Make  glad  another  Feast  of  FlowersI 

Hold  in  thy  mirror,  calm  and  deep. 
The  pleasant  piaures  thou  liast  seen; 

Forget  thy  lovers  not,  but  keep 
Our  memory  like  thy  laurels  green. 

Isles  of  shoals,  ^fh  mo..  1870. 


HYMN 


FOR  THS    CRLBBRATION   OF    EMANCI- 
PATION  AT   NEWBURVPORT. 

Not  unto  us  who  did  but  seek 
The  word  that  burned  within  to  speak. 
Not  unto  us  this  day  belong 
The  triumph  and  exultant  song. 

Upon  us  fell  in  early  youth 
The  burden  of  unwelcome  truth, 


And  left  us,  weak  and  frail  and  few. 
The  censor's  painf:;!  work  to  do. 

Thenceforth  our  lifie  a  fight  became. 
The  air  we  breathed  was  hot  with 

blame ; 
For  not  with  gauged  and  softened  ton* 
We  made  the  lx>udman*s  cause  oar 

own. 

We  bore,  as  Freedom's  hope  forlorn. 
The  private  hate,  the  public  scorn  : 
Yet  held  through  all  the  |>aths  we  trod 
Our  faith  in  man  and  trust  in  God. 

We  prayed  and  hoped ;  but  still,  with 

awe. 
The  coming  of  the  sword  we  saw ; 
We  heard  the  nearing  steps  of  doom. 
We  saw  the  shade  of  things  to  come. 

In  grief  which  they  alone  can  feel 
Who  from  a  mother's  wrong  appeal. 
With  blended  lines  of  fiear  and  hope 
We  cast  our  country's  horoscope. 

For  still  within  her  house  of  life 
We  marked  the  lurid  si^  of  strife. 
And,  poisoning  and  imbittering  all. 
We  saw  the  star  of  Wormwood  fidL 

Deep  as  our  love  for  her  became 
Our  hate  of  all  that  wrought  bershame. 
And  if,  thereby,  with  tongue  and  pen 
We  erred,  —  we  were  but  mortal  men 

We  hoped  for  peace  :  our  eves  survey 
The  blood-red   dawn    of  Freedom's 

day : 
We  prayed  for  love  to  loose  the  chain ; 
'T  is  shorn  by  battle's  axe  in  twain  I 

Nor  skill  nor  strength  nor  zeal  of  ours 
Has  mined  and  heaved  the  hostile 

towers ; 
Not  by  our  hands  is  turned  the  key 
That  sets  the  sighing  captives  free. 

A  redder  sea  than  Egypt's  wave 
Is  piled  and  parted  for  the  slave  : 
A  darker  cloud  moves  on  in  light ; 
A  fiercer  fire  is  guide  by  night  I 

The  praise,  O  Lord  !  is  lliine  alons/ 
In  Tny  own  way  Thy  work  is  done  1 
Our  poor  eifts  at  'I^v  feet  we  cast. 
To  whom  be  glory,  mst  and  last  1 
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FRANCIS  DANIEL  PASTORIUS. 

The  begip':;iig  of  German  emigra- 
tion to  Ainerica  may  be  traced  to  the 
peisooal  influence  of  William  Penn, 
who  in  1677  visited  the  Continent,  and 
made  the  acquaintance  of  an  intelligent 
and  highly  cultivated  circle  of  Pietists, 
or  Mystics,  who,  reviving  in  the  seven- 
teenth century  the  spiritual  foith  and 
worship  of  Tauler  and  the  **  Friends  of 
God  '*  in  the  fourteenth,  gathered  about 
the  pastor  Spener,  and  the  youns  and 
beautiful  Eleonora  Johanna  Von  Mer- 
lau.  In  this  circle  originated  the 
Frankfort  Land  Company,  which 
bought  of  William  Penn,  the  Governor 
of  Pennsjrlvania,  a  tract  of  land  near 
the  new  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  company's  agent  in  the  New 
World  was  a  rising  young  lawyer, 
Francis  Daniel  Pastorius,  son  of 
Judge  Pastorius,  of  Windsheim,  who, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  entered  the 
University  of  Altorf  He  studied  law  at 
Strasburg,  Basle,and  Jena,  and  at  Ratis- 
bon,  the  seat  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, obtained  a  practical  knowled|;e  of 
international  polity.  Successful  in  all 
his  examinations  and  disputations,  he 
received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  at 
Nuremberg  in  1676.  In  1679  he  was  a 
law-lecturer  at  Frankfort,  where  he  be- 
came deeply  interested  in  the  teachings 
of  Dr.  Spener.  In  1680-81  he  trav- 
elled in  France,  England,  Ireland,  and 
Italy  with  his  friend  Herr  Von  Rodeck. 
"  I  was,"  he  says,  *'  glad  to  enjoy  again 
the  company  of  my  Christian  friends, 
rather  than  be  with  Von  Rodeck  feast- 
ing and  dancing."    In  1683,  io  com- 


pany with  a  small  number  of  German 
Friends,  he  emigrated  to  America, 
settling  upon  the  Frankfort  Company's 
tract  between  the  Schuylkill  and  the 
Delaware  Rivers.  The  township  was 
divided  into  four  hamlets,  namely, 
Germantown,  Krisheim,  Crefield,  and 
Sommerhausen.  Soon  after  his  arrival 
he  united  himself  with  the  society  of 
Friends,^  and  became  one  of  its  most 
able  and  devoted  members,  as  well  as 
the  recognized  head  and  lawgiver  of 
the  settlement.  He  married,  two  years 
after  bis  arr'val,  Anneke  (Anna), 
daughter  of  Dr.  Klosterman,  of  Muhl- 
heim. 

In  the  year  1688  he  drew  up  a  me- 
morial against  slaveholding,  which  was 
acopted  by  the  Germantown  Friends 
and  sent  up  to  the  M  onthly  Meeting,  and 
thence  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  at  Phila- 
delphia. It  is  noteworthy  as  the  first 
Srotest  made  by  a  religious  body  against 
Tegro  Slavery.  The  original  document 
was  discovered  in  1844  by  the  Phila- 
delphia antiquarian,  Nathan  Kite,  and 
published  in  "The  Friend"  (Vol. 
XVIII.  No.  16).  It  is  a  bold  and 
direct  appeal  to  the  best  instincts  of 
the  heart.  "  Have  not,"  he  asks, 
"  these  negroes  as  much  right  to  fight 
for  their  freedom  as  you  have  to  keep 
them  slaves  ?  ",       , 

Under  the  wise  direction  of  Pastorius, 
the  Germantown  settlement  grew  and 
prospered.  The  inhabitants  planted 
orchards  and  vineyards,  and  surround- 
ed themselves  with  souvenirs  of  their 
old  home.  A  large  number  of  them 
were  linen-weavers,  as  well  as  small 
farmers.    The  Quakers  were  the  prin- 
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cipal  sect,  but  men  of  all  religions  were 
toleraled,  and  lived  together  in  har- 
mony. In  1692  Richard  F'rame  pub- 
lished, in  what  he  called  verse,  a 
"  Description  of  Pennsylvania,"  in 
which  he  alludes  to  the  settlement :  — 

"  The  Gcmian  town  of  which  I  spoke  l>cfore, 
'M'hich  is  at  least  in  Icnj^'th  one  mile  or 

more. 
Where  lives    Hiifh    German   people   and 

Low  Dutch. 
Who&e     trade   in    weaving  linen  cloth  is 

much.  — 
There    grows  the  flax,  as   also   you    may 

know 
That  from  the   same    they  do  divide  the 

tow. 
Their  trade  suits  well  their  habitation,  — 
We  find  convenience  for  their  occupation." 

Pastorius  seems  to  have  been  on  in- 
timate terms  with  William  Penn, 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Chief  Justice  Logan, 
Thomas  Story,  and  other  leadiiig  men 
in  the  Province  belonging  to  his  own 
religious  society,  as  also  with  Kelpius, 
the  learned  Mystic  of  the  Wissahickon, 
with  the  pastor  of  the  Swedes'  church, 
and  the  leaders  of  the  Mennonites. 
He  wrote  a  description  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  was  published  at  Frank  tort  and 
Leipsic  in  1700  and  1701.  His  **  Lives 
of  the  Saints,"  etc.,  written  in  German 
and  dedicated  to  Prof  Schurmberg,  his 
old  teacher,  was  published  in  1690. 
He  left  behind  him  many  unpublished 
manuscripts  covering  a  very  wide  range 
of  subjects,  most  of  which  are  now  lost. 
One  huge  manuscript  folio,  entitled 
**  Hive  Beestock,  Melliotropheum  Alu- 
car,  or  Rusca  Apium,"  still  remains, 
containing  one  thousand  pages  with 
about  one  hundred  lines  to  a  page.  It 
is  a  medley  of  knowledge  and  fincy, 
history,  philosophy,  and  jKictry,  ^-ritten 
in  seven  lan^^uages.  A  large  portion 
of  his  poetry  is  devoted  to  the  pleasures 
of  gardening,  the  description  of  flowers, 
and  the  care  of  bees.  The  following 
specimen  of  his  punning  Latin  is  ad- 
dressed to  an  orchard-pilferer :  — 

"  Quisquis  in  hxc    furtim   reptas   viridaria 

nostra 
Tangerc  fnllaci  poma  caveto  nuinu. 
Si  non  obsequeris  faxit  Deus  orruie  quod 

opto. 
Cum  inalis  nostris  ut  mala  cuncta  Teras." 


Professor  Oswald  Seidensticker.  to 
whose  papers  in  Der  Dnttscke  Pitmeer 
and  that  able  periodical  the  **  Penn 
Monthly,**  of  Philadelphia,  I  am  in- 
debted for  many  of  the  foregoing  Cucts 
in  regard  to  the  German  pil^ms  of  the 
New  World,  thus  closes  his  notice  of 
Pastorius :  — 

"  No  tombstone,  not  even  a  record 
of  burial,  indicates  where  his  remains 
have  found  their  last  resting-place,  and 
the  pardonable  desire  to  associate  the 
homage  due  to  this  distinguished  man 
with  some  visible  memento  cannot  be 
gratified.  There  is  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  he  was  interred  in  any  other 
place  than  the  Friends*  old  burying - 
ground  in  Germantown,  though  the  fact 
IS  not  attested  by  any  definite  source  of 
information.  After  all,  this  obliteration 
of  the  last  trace  of  his  earthly  existence 
is  but  typical  of  what  has  overtaken  the 
times  which  he  represents  ;  that  Ger- 
mantown which  he  founded,  which  saw 
him  live  and  move,  is  at  present  bat  a 
quaint  idyl  of  the  past,  almost  a  myth, 
barely  remembered  and  little  cared  for 
by  the  keener  race  that  has  succeeded." 

The  Pilgrims  of  Plymouth  have  not 
lacked  historian  and  poet.  Justice  has 
been  done  to  their  faith,  courage,  and 
self-sacrifice,  and  to  the  mighty  influ- 
ence of  their  endeavors  to  establish 
righteousness  on  the  earth.  The  Quaker 
pilgrims  of  Pennsvlvania,  seeking  the 
same  object  by  different  means,  have 
not  been  equally  fortunate.  The  power 
of  their  testimony  for  truth  and  holiness, 
peace  and  freedom,  enfoiiced  only  by 
what  Milton  calls  "the  unresistible 
might  of  meekness"  has  been  fell 
through  two  centuries  in  the  ameliora- 
tion of  penal  severities,  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  the  reform  of  the  erring,  the 
relief  of  the  poor  and  suffering,  —  felt,  in 
brief,  in  every  step  of  human  progress. 
But  of  the  men  themselves,  with  the 
single  exception  of  William  Penn, 
scarcely  anything  is  known.  Con- 
trasted, fi-om  the  outset,  with  the  stem, 
aggressive  Puritans  of  New  England, 
they  have  come  to  be  regarded  as  "  a 
feeble  folk,"  with  a  personality  as 
doubtful  as  their  unrecorded  graves. 
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They  were  not  soldiers,  like  Miles 
Standish ;  they  had  no  figure  so  pic* 
turesque  as  Vane,  no  leader  so  rashly 
brave  and  haughty  as  Endicott.  No 
Cotton  Mather  wrote  their  Magnalia ; 
they  had  no  awful  diama  of  super- 
naturalism  in  which  Satan  and  his 
angels  were  actors ;  and  the  only  witch 
mentioned  in  their  simple  annals  was  a 
poor  old  Swedish  woman,  who,  on 
complaint  of  her  countrywomen,  was 
tried,  and  acquitted  of  everything  but 
imbecility  and  fully.  Nothing  but 
commonplace  offices  of  civility  came  to 
pass  between  them  and  the  Indians : 
indeed,  their  enemies  taunted  them 
with  the  6ict  that  the  savages  did  not 
regard  them  as  Christians,  but  just  such 
men  as  themselves.  Yet  it  must  be 
apparent  to  every  careful  observer  of 
the  progress  of  American  civilization 
that  Its  two  principal  currents  had  their 
sources  in  the  entirely  opposite  direc- 
tions of  the  Puritan  and  Quaker  colo- 
nies. To  use  the  words  of  a  late  writer  :  • 
*•  The  historical  forces,  with  which  no 
others  may  be  compared  in  their  in- 
fluence on  the  people,  have  been  those 
of  the  Puritan  and  the  Quaker.  The 
strength  of  the  one  was  in  the  confes- 
sion of  an  invisible  Presence,  a  right- 
eous, eternal  Will,  which  would  es- 
tablish righteousness  on  earth;  and 
thence  arose  the  convictioti  of  a  direct 
personal  responsibility,  which  could  be 
tempted  by  no  external  splendor  and 
could  be  snaken  by  no  internal  agita- 
tion, and  could  not  be  evaded  or 
transferred.  The  strength  of  the  other 
was  the  witness  in  the  human  spirit  to 
an  eternal  Word,  an  Inner  Voice  which 
spoke  to  each  alone,  while  yet  it  spoke 
to  every  roan  :  a  Light  which  each  was 
to  follow,  and  which  yet  was  the  light 
of  the  world  ;  and  all  other  voices  were 
silent  before  this,  and  the  solitary  path 
whither  It  led  was  more  sacred  than  the 
worn  ways  of  cathedral-aisles." 

It  will  be  sufficiently  apparent  to  the 
reader  tliat,  in  the  poem  which  follows, 

•  Uulfiord's  Nation,  pp.  367,  a6& 


I  have  attempted  nothing  beyond  a 
study  of  the  life  and  times  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania colonist,  —  a  simple  picture 
of  a  noteworthy  man  and  nis  locality. 
The  colors  of  my  sketch  are  all  very 
sober,  toned  down  to  the  quiet  and 
dreamy  atmosphere  through  which  its 
subject  is  visiole.  Whether,  in  the 
glare  and  tumult  of  the  present  time, 
such  a  picture  will  find  favor  may  well 
be  questioned.  I  only  know  that  it  has 
beguiled  for  me  some  hours  of  weari- 
ness, and  that,  whatever  may  be  its 
measure  of  public  appreciation,  it  has 
been  to  me  its  own  reward. 

J.  G.  W. 
Amesbury,  Fifth  Month,  187a. 


Hail  to  posterity ! 
Hail,  future  men  of  Germanopolis ! 
Let  the  young  generations  yet  to  be 
Look  kindly  upon  this. 
Think  how  your  fathers  leff  their  na- 
tive land,  — 
Dear    German -land !     O    sacred 

hearths  and  homes !  — 
And,  where  the  wild  beast  roams, 
In  patience  planned 
New  forest-homes  beyond  the  mighty 
sea. 
There  undisturbed  and  free^ 
To  live  as  brothers  of  one  family. 
What  pains  and  cares  befell, 
What  trials  and  what  fears. 
Remember,  and  wherein  we  have  done 
well 
Follow  our  footsteps,  men  of  coming 
years  1 
Where  we  have  failed  to  do 
Aright,  or  wsely  live. 
Be  warned  by  us,  the  better  way  pursue. 
And,  knowing  we  were  human,  even  as 

you» 
Pitv  us  and  forgive  I 
Farewell,  Posterity  I 
Farewell,  dear  Germany  I 
Forevermore  farewell  ! 

From  th*  Ijitin  of  FRANCIS  DANIEL  PAS- 
TOR lUS    in   dkt    GermaHremni    Jlecord* 

i6ea 
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I  »IMG  the  Pilgrim  of  a  softer  clime 
And  milder  upeech  than  those  brave 
men's  who  brought 
To  the  ice  and  iron  of  our  winter  time 
A  will  a»  firm,  a  creed  as  stem,  and 

wrought 
With  one  mailed  hand,  and  with  the 
other  fought. 
Simply,  an  fits  my  theme,  in  homely 
rhyme 
I  sing  the  blue-eyed  German  Spener 
tauKht, 
7  hroueh  whose  veiled,  mystic  faith  the 
inward  Lisht, 
.Steady  and  still,  an  easy  brightness, 
ftlione, 
Transfiguring  all  things  in  its  radiance 

white. 
The  garland  which  his  meekness  never 
sought 
I  brinjj  him  ;  over  fields  of  harvest 

sown 
With  Keed<i  of  blessing,  now  to  ripe- 
nes<it  grown, 
I  bid  the  sower  pass  before  the  reap- 
ers' sight. 


THE    PENNSYLVANIA    PIL- 
GRIM. 

Nrver  in  tenderer  quiet  lapsed  the  day 
From   Penn&ylv.mia's  vales  of  spring 

away, 
Where,    forest-walled,    the    scattered 

hamlets  lay 

Along  the  wedded  rivers.    One  long 

bar 
Of  purple  cloud,  on  which  the  evening 

star 
Shone  like  a  jewel  on  a  scimitar, 

Held    the    sky's     golden     gateway. 

Through  the  deep 
Hush  of  the  woods  a  murmur  seemed  to 

creep, 
The  Schuylkill  whispering  in  a  voice  of 

sleep. 

All  else  was  still.    The  oxen  from  their 
olouehs 


Rested  at  last,  and  from  tbeir  kmgday'a 

browse 
Came  the  dun  files  of  Krisheim*s  hom*- 

bound  cows. 

And  the  young  city,  round  whose  viigiB 

zone 
The  rivers  like  two  mighty  anns  were 

thrown. 
Marked  by  the  smoke  of  evening  fires 

alone, 

La^  in  the  distance,  lovely  even  then 
With  its  fair  women  and  its  aatelv  men 
Gracing  the   forest  court  of  William 
Penn, 

Urban  yet  sylvan :  in  its  rough-hewn 
frames 

Of  oak  arid  pine  the  dryads  heU  iheir 
claims. 

And  lent  its  streets  their  pleasant  wood- 
land names. 

Anna  Pastorius  down  the  leafy  lane 
Looked    city- ward,    then    stooped    to 

prune  again 
Her  vines  and  simples,  with  a  sigh  of 

pain. 

For  fast  the  streaks  of  ruddy   sunset 

paled 
In  the  oak  clearing,  and,  as  daylight 

failed, 
Slow,  overhead,  the  dusky  mghi<birds 

sailed. 

Again  she  looked  :  between  green  walls 

of  shade, 
With  low-bent  head  as  if  with  sorrow 

weighed, 
Daniel  Pastorius  slowly  came  and  said, 

"  God's  peace  be  with  thee,  Anna  ! " 

Then  he  stood 
Silent    before  her,  wrestling  with  the 

mood 
Of  one  who  sees  the  evil  and  not  good. 

"  What  is  it,  my  Pastorius  ? "    As  she 

spoke, 
A  slow,  faint  smile  across  his  features 

broke. 
Sadder  than  tears.    "  Dear  heart."  he 

said,  *' our  folk 


f  '■ 
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"  Are  even  u  others.  Yea,  our  goodli- 
est Friends 

Are  frail ;  our  elders  have  their  selfish 
ends. 

And  few  dare  trust  the  Lord  to  make 
amends 

**  For  duty's  loss.  So  even  our  feeble 
word 

For  the  dumb  slaves  the  startled  meet- 
ing heard 

As  if  a  stone  its  quiet  waters  stirred  ; 

'*  And,  as  the  clerk  ceased  reading,  there 

began 
A  ripple  of  dissent  which  downward  ran 
In  widening  circles,  as  from  man  to  man. 

*'  Somewhat  was  said  of  running  before 

sent. 
Of  tender  fear  that  some  their  guide 

outwent, 
Troublers  of  Israel.    I  was  scarce  intent 

'*  On  hearing,  for  behind  the  reverend 

row 
Of  gallery  Friends,  in  dumb  and  piteous 

show, 
I  saw,  methought,  dark  faces  full  of  woe. 

"  And,  in  the  spirit,  I  was  taken  where 
They  toiled  and  suffered ;  1  was  made 

aware 
Of  shame  and  wrath  and  anguish  and 

despair  I 

"  And  while  the  meeting  smothered  our 

poor  plea 
With  cautious  phrase,  a  Voice  there 

seemed  to  be, 
'  As  ye  have  done  to  these  ye  do  to  me  I  * 

**  So  it  all  passed ;  and  the  old  tithe 

went  on 
Of  anise,  mint,  and  cumin,  till  the  sun 
Set,  leaving  still  the  weightier  work 

undone. 

*'  Help,  for  the  good  man  faileth  I  Who 

is  strong, 
If  these  be  weak  ?    Who  shall  rebuke 

the  wrong. 
If  these  consent  ?    How  lon&  O  Lord  1 

how  long  1 " 


He  ceased;  and,  bound  in  spirit  with 

the  bound. 
With  folded  arms,  and  eyes  that  sought 

the  ground. 
Walked    musingly  his    little    garden 

round. 

About   him,  beaded  with  the    falling 

dew, 
Rare  plants  of  power  and  herbs  of 

healing  grew, 
Such  as  Van   Helmont  and  Agrippa 

knew. 


For,  by  the  lore  of  Gorlitz*  gentle  sage, 
With  the  wild  mystics  of  his  dreamy 

age 
He  read  the  herbal  signs  of  nature's 

page. 


As  once  he  heard  in  sweet  Von  Mer- 

lau's  7^  bowers 
Fair  as    herself,   in  boyhood's  happy 

hours. 
The  pious  Spener    read   his  creed  in 

flowers. 

"The  dear  Lord  give  us  patience  I'* 

said  his  wife. 
Touching  with  finger-tip  an  aloe,  rife 
With  leaves  sharp-pointed  like  an  As- 

tec  knife 

Or  Carib  spear,  a  gift  to  William  Penn 
From  the  rare  gardens  of  John  Evelyn, 
Brought  from   the    Spanish  Main  by 
merchantmen. 

"  See  this  strange  plant  its  steady  pur- 
pose hold. 

And,  year  by  year,  its  patient  leaves 
unfold, 

Till  the  young  eyes  that  watched  it  first 
are  old. 

*'  But  some  time,  thou  hast  told  me, 
there  shall  come 

A  sudden  beauty,  brightness,  and  per- 
fume. 

The  century- moulded  bud  shall  burst 
in  bloom. 

"  So  may  the  seed  which  hath  been 
sown  to-day 
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Grow  with  the  yearSk  aud,  after  long 

delay, 
Break  into  bloom,  and  God*s  eternal 

Yea 

*'  Answer  at  last  the  patient  prayers  of 

them 
Who  now,  by  fiiith  alone,  behold  its 

stem 
Crowned  with  the  flowers  of  Freedom's 

diadem* 

"  Meanwhile,^  to  feel  and  suffer,  work 

and  wait, 
Remains  for  us.    The  wrong  indeed  is 

great. 
But  love  and  patience  conquer  soon  or 

laie." 

"Well  hast  thou    said,   my  Anna!" 

Tenderer 
Than  vouth's  caress  upon  the  head  of 

iier 
Pastoritts  laid  his  hand.     "Shall  we 

demur 

"  Because  the  vision  tarrieth  ?    In  an 

hour 
We  dream  not  of  the  slow-grown  bud 

may  flower. 
And  what  was  sown  in  weakness  rise  in 

power !  '* 

Then    through    the  vine-draped  door 

whose  legend  read, 
"Procul    bstb   prophani  r*    Anna 

led 
To  where  their  child   upon  his  little 

bed 

Looked     up     and     smiled.      "  Dear 

heart,"  she  said,  **  If  we 
M  ust  bearers  of  a  heavy  burden  be. 
Our  boy,  God  willing,  yet  the  day  shall 
see 

''When,  from  the  gallery  to  the  far- 
thest seat, 

plave  and  slave-owner  shall  no  longer 
meet. 

But  all  sit  equal  at  the  Master's  feet.'* 

On  the  stone  hearth  the  blazing  walnut 
block 


Set  the  low  walls  a-glimroer,  snowed 

the  cock 
Rebuking   Peter  on    the    Van  Wyck 

clock. 

Shone  on  old  tomes  of  law  and  phyaic^ 

side 
By  side  with  Fox  and  Behmen,  played 

at  hide   - 
And  seek  with  Anna,  midst  her  hoose- 

hold  pride 

Of  flaxen  webs,  and  on  the  table,  bare 
Of  costly  cloth  or  silver  cup),  but  where. 
Tasting  the  fat  shads  of  the  Delaware, 

The  courtly    Penn  had    praised  the 

goodwife's  cheer. 
And  Quoted   Horace  o'er  her  horoe^ 

brewed  beer. 
Till  even  grave  Pastorius  smiled  to  hean 

In  such  a  home,  beside  the  Sdiuylkill's 

wave. 
He  dwelt  in  peace  with  God  and  roan, 

and  gave 
Food  to  the  poor  and  shelter  to  the 

slave. 

For  all  too  soon  the  New  World's  scan* 
dal  shamed 

The  righteous  code  by  Penn  and  Sid- 
ney framed, 

And  men  withheld  the  human  rights 
they  daimed. 

And  slowly  wealth  and  station  sanction 
lent. 

And  hardened  avarice,  on  its  gains  in- 
tent, 

Stifled  the  inward  whisper  of  dissent 

Yet  all  the  while  the  burden  rested  sovw 
On  tender  hearts.    At  last  Pastorius 

bore  ^ 
Their  warning  message  to  the  Church's 

door 

In  God's  name ;  and  the  leaven  of  th« 
word 

Wrought  ever  aAer  in  the  souls  who 
heard. 

And  a  dead  conscience  in  its  grave- 
clothes  stirred 
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To  troubled  life,  and  urged  the  vain 

excuse 
Of  Hebrew  custom,  patriarchal  use, 
Good  in  itself  if  evil  in  abuse. 

Gravely  Pastorius  listened,  not  the  less 
Discerning  through  the  decent  fig-leaf 

dress 
Of  the  poor  plea  its  shame  of  selfish- 
ness. 

One  Scripture  rule,  at  least,  was  un- 

forgot : 
He  hid  the  outcast,  and  bewrayed  him 

not ; 
And,  when  his  prey  the  human  hunter 

sought. 

He  scrupled  not,  while  Anna's  wise 

delay 
And    pronered    cheer  prolonged    the 

master's  stay, 
To  speed  the  black  guest  safely  on  his 

way. 

Yet,  who  shall   guess  his  bitter  grief 

who  lends 
His  life  to  some  great  cause,  and  finds 

his  friends 
Shame  or  betray  it  for  their  private 

ends? 

How  felt  the  Master  when  his  chosen 

strove 
\ci  childish  folly  for  their  scats  above  : 
And  that  fond  mother,  blinded  by  her 

love, 

Besought  him  that  her  sons,  beside  his 

throne,  ^ 
Might  sit  on  either  hand?    Amidst  his 

own 
A  stranger  ofl,  companionless  and  lone, 

God's  priest  and  i>rophet  stands.    The 

martyr's  pain 
Is  not  alone  from  scourge  and  cell  and 

chain ; 
Sharper  the  pang  when,   shouting  in 

his  train, 


His  weak  disciples  by  their  lives  deny 

of  their  daily  cry. 
And  make  their  echo  of  his  truth  a  lie. 


The  loud  hosannas 


His  furest  home  no  hermit's  cell  ha 

found. 
Guests,  moiley-minded,  drew  his  hearth 

around, 
And  held  armed  truce  upon  its  neutral 

ground. 

There  Indian  chiefs  with  battle-bows 

unstrung. 
Strong.  hero*ltmbed,  like  those  whom 

Homer  sung, 
Pastorius  fancied,  when  the  world  was 

young. 

Came  with  their  tawny  women,  lithe 

and  tall. 
Like  bronzes  in   his  friend   Von  Ro- 

deck's  hall, 
Comely,  if  black,  and  not  unpleasing 

all. 

There  hungry  folk  in  homespun  drab 

and  gray 
Drew  round    his  board  on    Monthly 

Meeting  day, 
Genial,  half  merry  in  their  friendly  way. 

Or,  haply,  f)ilgrims  from  the  Fatherland, 
Weak,  timid,  homesick,  slow  to  undei^ 

stand 
The  New  World's  promise,  sought  his 

helping  hand. 

Or  painful  Kelpius'®  from  his  hermit 

den 
By  Wissahickon,  maddest  of  good  men. 
Dreamed  o'er  the  Chiliast  dreams  of 

Petersen. 

Deep  in  the  woods,   where  the  small 

river  slid 
Snake-like    in  shade,   the    Helmstadt 

Mystic  hid. 
Weird  as  a  wizard  over  arts  forbid, 

Readin^^  the  books  of  Daniel  and  of 

John, 
And      Behmen's     Morning-Redness, 

through  the  Stone 
Of   Wisdom,  vouchsafed  to  his  eyes 

alone, 

Whereby  he  read  what  man  ne'er  read 
before. 
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And  uw  the  visions  raan  shall  see  no 

more. 
Till  the  great  angel,  striding  sea  and 

shore, 

Shalf  bid  all  flesh  await,  on  land  or 

ships. 
The  warnine  trump  of  the  Apocalypse, 
Si  hatterin^  tne  heavens  before  the  dread 
;  eclipse. 

'Or  meek-eyed  Mennonist  his  bearded 

chin 
Leaned  o'er  the  gate  ;  or  Ranter,  pure 

within, 
Aired  his  perfection  in  a  world  of  sin. 

Or,  talking  of  old  home  scenes,  Op  den 

Graaf 
Teased  the  low  back-log  with  his  shod- 

den  staff, 
Till  the  red  embers  broke  into  a  laugh 

And  dance  of  flame,   as  if  they  fain 

would  cheer 
The    rugged   face,   half   tender,    half 

austere, 
Touched  with  the  pathos  of  a  homesick 

tear  I 

Or    Sluyter,T7   saintly  familist,  whose 

word 
As  law  the    Brethren  of  the    Manor 

heard. 
Announced  the  speedy  terrors  of  the 

Lord, 

And  turned,  like  Lot  at  Sodom,  from 
his  race. 

Above  a  wrecked  world  with  compla- 
cent face 

Riding  secure  upon  his  plank  of  grace  I 

Haply,  from  Finland's  birchen  groves 

exiled. 
Manly  in  thought,  in  simple  ways  a 

child. 
His  white  hair  floating  round  his  visage 

mild, 

The  Swedish  pastor  sought  the  Quaker's 
door. 


Pleased  from  his  neighbor's  lips  to  beat 

once  more 
H  is  long-disused  and  half-forgotten  lore. 

For  both  could  baffle  Babel's  lingua) 
curse. 

And  speak  in  Bion's  Doric,  and  re- 
hearse 

Cleanthes'  hymn  or  Virgil's  sounding 
verse. 

And  oft  Pastorius  and  the  meek  old 

man 
Argued  as  (Quaker  and  as  Lutheran, 
Ending  in  Christian  love,  as  they  be- 
gan. 

With  lettered  Lloyd  on  pleasant  raoma 

he  strayed 
Where  Sommerhausen  over  vales  of 

shade 
Looked  miles  away,  by  every  flowei 

delayed. 

Or  song  of  bird,  happy  and  free  with 

one 
Who  loved,  like  him,  to  let  his  memory 

run 
Over  old  fields  of  learning,  and  to  sun 

Himself  in  Plato's  wise  philosophies. 
And  dream  with  Philo  over  mvsteries 
Whereof  the  dreamer  never  bnds  th% 
keys  ; 

To  touch  all  themes  of  thonght,  not 

weakly  stop 
For  doubt  of  trutn,  but  let  the  buckets 

drop 
Deep    down    and    bring   the   hidden 

waters  up.^^ 

For  there  was  freedom  in  that  waken- 
ing time 

Of  tender  souls:  to  difier  was  not 
crime ; 

The  varying  bells  made  up  the  perfect 
chime. 

On  lips  unlike  was  laid  the  altar's  coal 
The  white,  clear  light,  tradition -colore<^ 

stole 
Through  the  stained  oriel  of  each  ha 

man  souL 
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Gathered  from  raany  sects,  the  Quaker 

brought 
Hiftold  beliefs,  adjusting  to  the  thought 
Tl^at  moved  lais  soul  the   creed   nis 

fathers  taught 

One  faith  alone,  so  broad  that  all  man- 
kind 

Within  themselves  its  secret  witness 
find. 

The  soul's  communion  with  the  Eter- 
nal Mind, 

The  Spirit's  law,  the  Inward  Rule  and 

Guide, 
Scholar  and  peasant,  lord  and   serf, 

allied. 
The   polished    Penn   and  Cromwell's 

Ironside. 

Aa  still  in  Hemskerck's  Quaker  Meet- 

ing,'»  face 
By  face  in   Flemish   detail,   we   may 

trace 
How    loose-mouthed   boor  and   fine 

ancestral  grace 

Sat  in  dose  contrast,  —  the  cHpt-beaded 

churl. 
Broad  market-dame,  and  simple  serv- 

.ing-girl 
By  skirt  of  silk  and  periwig  in  curl  I 

For  soul  touched  soul;    the  spiritual 

treasure-trove 
Made  all  men  equal,  none  could  rise 

above 
Nor  sink  below  that  level  of  God's 

love. 

SOk  with  his  rustic  neighbors  sitting 

down. 
The    homespun    frock    beside    the 

scholar  s  gown, 
Pastorius  to  the  manners  of  the  town 

Added  the  freedom  of  the  woods,  and 

sought 
The  bookless  wisdom  by  experience 

taught. 
And  learned  to   love  his  new-found 

home,  while  not 

^oi|tetiul  of  the  old ;  the  seasons  went 


Their  rounds,  and  somewhat  to   his 

spirit  lent 
Of  their  own  calm   and   measureless 

content 

Glad  even  to  tears,  he  heard  the  robii 

sing 
His  song  of  welcome  to  the  Western 

spring, 
And  bluebird  borrowmg  from  the  sky 

his  wing. 

And  when  the  miracle  of  autumn  came, 
And  all  the  woods  with  many-colored 

flame 
Of  splendor,  making  summer's  green- 
ness tame. 

Burned,  unconsumed,  a  voice  without 

a  sound 
Spake  to  him  from  each  kindled  bush 

around. 
And  made  the  strange,  new  landscape 

holy  ground  1 

And  when  the  bitter  north-wind,  keen 

and  swift. 
Swept  the  white  street  and  piled  the 

dooryard  drift. 
He  exercibed,  as  Friends  might  say« 

his  gift 

Of  verse,  Dutch,  English,  Latin,  like 

the  hash 
Of  com  and  beans  in  Indian  succotash  : 
Dull,  doubtless,    but    with   here  and 

there  a  flash. 

Of  wit  and   fine  conceit,  —  the  good 

man's  play 
Of  quiet  fancies,  meet  to  while  away 
The  slow  hours  measuring  off  an  idle 

day. 

At  evening,  while  his  wife  put  on  her 

look 
Of  love's  endurance,  from  its  niche  hs 

took 
The  written  pages  of  his  ponderous 

book. 

And  read,  in  half  the  languages  of  man. 
His  *  Rusca  Apium,'  which  with  bees 

began. 
And  through  the  gamut  of  creation  ran. 
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Or,  now  and  then,  the  missive  of  some 

friend 
In   gray  Altorf  or  storied  NQraberg 

penned 
Dropped  in  upon  him  like  a  guest  to 

spend 

The  nti^ht  beneath  his  roof-tree.  Mys- 
tical 

The  fiiir  Von  Merlau  spake  as  waters 
fall 

And  voices  sound  in  dreams,  and  yet 
withal 

Human  and  sweet,  as  if  each  far,  low 

tone, 
Over  the  roses  of  her  gardens  blown, 
Brought  the  warm  sense  of  beauty  all 

her  own. 

Wise   Spener    questioned    what   his 

friend  could  trace 
Of  spiritual  influx  or  of  saving  grace 
In   the    wild   natures  of  the   Indian 

race. 

And    learned    Schurmberg,    fain,    at 

times,  to  look 
From    Talmud,    Koran,    Veds,    and 

Pentateuch, 
Sought  out  his  pupil   in   his   fiu-'off 

nook. 

To  c^uery  with  him  of  climatic  change. 
Of  bird,  beast,  reptile,    in   his  forest 

range, 
Of  flowers  and  firuits  and  simples  new 

and  strange. 

And  thus  the  Old  and  New   World 

reached  their  hands  ^ 
Across  the  water,  and  the  friendly  lands 
Talked  with   each   other   from  their 

severed  strands. 

Pastorius   answered    all :  while  seed 

and  root 
Sent  from  his  new  home  grew  to  flower 

and  fruit 
Along  the  Rhine  and  at  the  Spesaart*s 

foot ; 

And,  in  return,  the  flowers  his  boy- 
hood knew 


Smiled  at  his  door,  th«  same  ia  ffano 

and  hue. 
And  on  his  vines  the  Rhenish  dosten 

grew. 

No  idler  he;  whoever  else  might 
shirk. 

He  set  his  hand  to  every  honest 
work,  — 

Farmer  and  teacher,  court  and  meet- 
ing derk. 

Still  on  the  town  seal  his  device  is 

found. 
Grapes,   flax,  and   thread-spool   on  a 

trefoil  ground. 
With   "  ViNUM,    LiNUM  KT  Tkxtri- 

num"  wound. 

One  house  suflSced  for  gospel  and  for 

law, 
Where  Paul  and    Grotius,  Scriptura 

text  and  saw. 
Assured  the  good,  and  held  the  rest  in 

awe. 

Whatever    legal    mate   he  wandered 

through, 
He  kept  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  in 

view. 
And  justice  always  into  mercy  grew. 

No  whippine-post  he  needed,  stodcs, 

nor  jan. 
Nor  ducking-stool ;  the  orchard-thief 

grew  pale 
At  his  rebuke,  the  vixen  ceased  to  rsiU 

The  usurer's  grasp  released  the  forfeit 

land : 
The  slanderer  £dtered  at  the  witness* 

stand, 
And  all  men  took  his  counsel  for  com« 

mand. 

Was  it  caressing  air,  the  brooding  love 
Of  tenderer  skies  than  German  land 

knew  of. 
Green    calm   below,    blue    quietness 

above. 

Still  flow  of  water,  deep  repose  of  wood. 
That,  with  a  sense  of  loving  Fatherhood 
And  childlike  trust  in  the  Etenol  GooA, 
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Softened  all    hearts,  and  dulled  the 

edge  of  hate, 
Huahed  strife,  and  taught  impatient 

zeal  to  wait 
The  slow  assurance  of  the  better  state  ? 

Who  knows  what   goadings   in  their 

sterner  way 
O'er  jagged  ice,  relieved    by  granite 

gray. 
Blew  round  the  men  of  Massachusetts 
Bay? 

What  hate   of    heresy  the  east-wind 

woke  ? 
What  hints  of  pitiless  power  and  terror 

spoke 
In  waves  that  on  their  iron  coast-line 

broke  ? 

Be  it  as  it  may :  within  the  Land  of 

Penn 
The  sectary  Yielded  to  the  citizen. 
And  peaceful  dwelt  the  many-creeded 

men. 

f  eace  brooded  over  all.    No  trumpet 

stung 
The  air  to  madness,  and  no  steeple  flung 
Alarums  down  from  bells  at  midnight 

rung. 

The  land  slept  well    The  Indian  from 

his  face 
Washed  all  his  war-paint  ofi^  and  in  the 

place 
Of  battle-marches  sped  the  peaceAil 

chase, 

Or  wrought  for  wages   at  the  white 

man's  side,  — 
Giving    to  kindness  what  his  native 

pride 
And  lazy  freedom  to  all  else  denied. 

And  well  the  curious  scholar  loved  the 

old  . 

Traditions  that  his  swarthy  neighbors 

told 
By  wigwam-fires    when    nights   were 

growing  cold. 

Discerned  the  fact  round*which  their 
£uicy  drew 

a9 


Its  dreams,  and  held  their  childish  faith 

more  true 
To  God  and  man  than  half  the  creeds 

he  knew.* 

The  desert  blossomed  round  him  ; 
wheat-fields  rolled 

Beneath  the  warm  wind  waves  of  green 
and  gold : 

The  planted  ear  returned  its  hundred- 
fold. 

Great  clusters  ripened  in  a  warmer  sun 
Than  that  whicn  by  the  Rhine  stream 

shines  upon 
The  purpling  hillsides  with  low  vines 

o'errun. 

About  each  rustic  porch  the  humming- 
bird 

Tried  with  li^ht  bill,  that  scarce  a 
petal  stirred, 

The  Old  World  flowers  to  virgin  soil 
transferred ; 

And  the  first-fruits  of  pear  and  apple, 

bending 
The  young  boughs  down,  their  gold  and 

russet  blending. 
Made  glad  his  heart,  familiar  odors 

lending 

To  the  fresh  fragrance  of  the  birch  and 

pine. 
Life-everlasting,  bay,  and  eglantine. 
And  all  the  subtle  scents  the  woods 

combine. 

Fair  First-Day  mornings,  steeped  in 
summer  calm. 

Warm,  tender,  restful,  sweet  with 
woodland  balm. 

Came  to  him,  like  some  mother-hal- 
lowed psalm 

To  the  tired  grinder  at  the  noisy  wheel 
Of  labor,  winding  off  from  memory's  reel 
A  golden  thread  of  music.   With  no  peal 

Of  bells  to  call  them  to  the  house  of 

praise, 
The  scattered  settlers  through  green 

forest-ways 
Walked    meeting-ward.    In    reverent 

aunaze 
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The  Indian  trapper  saw  them,  from  the 

dim 
Shade  of  the  alders  on    the  riyulet's 

rim, 
Seek  the  Great  Spirit's  house  to  talk 

with  Him. 

There,  throui^h  the  gathered  stiUness 
multiplied 

And  made  mtenae  by  sjfmpathj,  out- 
side 

The  sparrows  sang,  and  the  gold-robin 
cried, 

A*swing  upon  his  elm.  A  &int  per- 
fume 

Breathed  through  the  open  windows  of 
the  room 

From  locust-trees,  heayy  with  clustered 
bloom. 

lliither,  perchance,  sore-tried  confes- 
sors came. 

Whose  fervor  jail  nor  pillory  could 
tame. 

Proud  cf  »he  cropped  ears  meant  to  be 
their  shame. 

Men  who  had  eaten  slavery's  bitter 

bread 
In  Indian  isles  ;  pale  women  who  had 

bled 
Under  the  hangman's  lash,  and  bravely 

said 

God's  message  through  their  prison's 

iron  bars ; 
And  gray  old  soldier-converts,  seamed 

with  scars 
From  every  stricken  field  of  England's 

wars. 

Lowly   before   the  Unseen    Presence 

knelt 
Each  waiting  heart,  till  haply  some  one 

felt 
On  his  moved  lips  the  seal  of  silence 

melt. 

Or,  without  spoken  words,  low  breath- 
ings stole 
Of  a  diviner  life  from  soul  to  soul, 
BaptizinK  in  one  tender  thought  the 
whole* 


When  shaken    hands    annomioe^  the 

meeting  o'er. 
The  friendly  group  still  lingered  ac  the 

door. 
Greeting,    inquiring,   sharing  all   die 

store 

Of  weekly  tidings.    Meanwhile  jpouth 

and  maid 
Down  the  green  vistas  of  the  woodland 

straved. 
Whispered  and  smiled  and  tXi  thor 

feet  delayed. 

Did  the  bov's  whistle  answer  back  the 

thnisnes  ? 
Did  light  girl  laughter  ripple  throogfa 

the  bushes, 
As  brooks  make  meoy  over  roots  and 

rushes? 

Unvexed  the  sweet  air  seemed.  With- 
out a  wound 

The  ear  of  silence  beard,  and  every 
sound 

Its  place  in  nature's  fine  accordance 
found. 

And  solemn  meeting,  summer  sky  and 

wood, 
Old  kindly  fiioes,  youth  and  maiden* 

hood. 
Seemed,  like  God's  new  creatioo,  very 

good  I 

And,  greeting  all  with  quiet  smfle  and 

word, 
Pastorius  went  his  way.    The  unscared 

bird 
Sang  at  his  side ;  scarcely  the  squirrel 

stirred 

At  his  hushed  footstep  on  the  mossy 

sod  : 
And,  whereKoe'er  the  good  man  looked 

or  trod. 
He  felt  the  peace  of  nature  and  of 

God. 

His  social  life  wore  no  ascetic  form. 
He  loved  all  beauty,  without  fear  of 

harm, 
And  in  his  veins  his  Tauton  blood  ran 

warm. 
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Strict  to  himself,  of  other  men  no  spy. 
He  made  his  own  no  circuit-judge  to  try 
The  freer  conscience  of  his  neighbors 
by. 

With  love  rebuking,  by  his  life  alone, 
Gracious  and  sweet,  the  better  way  was 

shown. 
The  joy  of  one,  who,  seeking  not  his 

own. 

And  faithful  to  all  scruples,  finds  at  last 
The  thorns  and  shards  of  duty  over- 
past, 
And  daily  life,  beyond  his  hope's  tbre- 

I'leasant  and  beautiful  with  sight  and 

sound. 
And  flowers  upepringing  in  its  narrow 

round. 
And  all  his  days  with  quiet  gladness 

crowned. 

He   sang    not :    but,    if    sometimes 

tempted  strong. 
He  hammed  what  seemed  like  Altorfs 

Burschen-song, 
His  good  wife  smiled,  and  did  not  count 

it  wrong. 

For  well  he  loved  his  boyhood's  brother 
band  : 

His  Memory,  while  he  trod  the  New 
World's  strand, 

A  double-ganger  walked  the  Father- 
land 1 

I(-  when  on  frosty  Christmas  eves  the 

light 
Shone  on  his  quiet  hearth,  he  missed 

the  sight 
Of  Yule-log.  Tree,  and  Christ-child  all 

in  white ; 

And  closed  his  eyes,  and  listened  to  the 
sweet 

Old  wait-songs  sounding  down  his  na- 
tive street. 

And  watched  again  the  dancers'  min- 
gling feet : 

Yet  %iot  the  less,  when  once  the  vision 
passed. 


He  held  the  plain  and  sober  maxims  fast 
Of  the  dear  Friends  with  whom  his  lot 
was  cast. 

Still  all  attuned  to  nature's  melodies, 
He  loved  the  bird's  song  in  hisdooryard 

trees. 
And  the  low  hum  of  home-returning 

bees; 

The  blossomed  flax,  the  tulip-trees  in 

bloom 
Down  the  long  street,  the  beauty  and 

perfume 
Of  apple-boughs,  the  mingling  light  and 

gloom 

Of  Sommerhausen's  woodlands,  wovei» 
through 

With  sun-threads  ;  and  the  music  lii* 
wind  drew, 

Mournful  and  sweet,  from  leaves  it  over- 
blew. 

And  evermore,  beneath  this  outward 

sense, 
And  through  the  common  sequence  of 

events, 
He  felt  the  guiding  hand  of  Providence 

Reach  out  of  space.     A  Voice  spake  in 

his  ear. 
And  lo  !  all  other  voices  far  and  near 
Died  at  that  whisper,  full  of  meanings 

clear. 

The  Light  of  Life  shone  round  him  ; 
one  by  one 

The  wandenng  lights,  that  all-mislead- 
ing run, 

Went  out  like  candles  paling  in  the  sun. 

That  Light  he  followed,  step  by  step, 

where'er 
It  led,  as  in  the  vision  of  the  seer 
The  wheels  moved  as  the  spirit  in  the 

clear 

And  terrible  crystal  moved,  with  all 
their  eyes 

Watching  the  living  splendor  sink  or 
rise, 

Its  will  their  will,  knowing  no  other- 
wise. 
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Within  himself  he  found  the  law  of 

right. 
He  walked  by  faith  and  not  the  letter's 

8i«ht» 
And  read  his  Bible  by  the  Inward  Light. 

And  if  sometimes  the  slaves  of  form  and 
rule. 

Frozen  in  their  creeds  like  fish  in  win- 
ter's pool, 

Tried  the  large  tolerance  of  his  liberal 
school. 

His  door  was  free  to  men  of  every  name, 
He  welcomed  all  the  seeking  souls  who 

came. 
And  no  man's  faith  he  made  a  cause  of 

blame. 

But  beat  he  loved  in  leisure  hours  to  see 
His  own  dear  Friends  sit  by  him  knee  to 

knee, 
In  social  converse,  genial,  frank,  and 

free. 

There  sometimes  silence  (it  were  hard 

to  tell 
Who  owned  it  first)  upon  the  circle 

fell. 
Hushed  Anna's  busy  wheel,  and  laid 

its  spell 

On  the  black  boy  who  grimaced  by  the 

hearth, 
To  solemnize  his  shinins  face  of  mirth ; 
Only  the  old  clock  ticked  amidst  the 

dearth 

Of  sound  ;  nor  eye  was  raised  nor  hand 

was  stirred 
In  that  soul-sabbath,  till  at  last  some 

word 
Of  tender  counsel  or  low  prayer  was 

heard. 

Then  guests,  who  lingered  but  farewell 

to  say 
And  take  love's  message,  went  their 

homeward  way ; 
So    passed   in    peace   the    guileless 

Quaker's  day. 

His  was  the  Christiam's  pnsung  Ace 
of  Gold, 


A  truer  idyl  than  the  bards  have  told 
Of  Amo's  banks  or  Arcady  of  okl. 

Where  still  the  Friends  their  i^aoe  o/i 

burial  keep, 
And  century-rooted  mosses  o'er  it  creep. 
The  Ntimbetg  scholar  and  his  help' 

meet  sleep. 

And  Anna's  aloe?  If  it  flowered  at 
last 

In  Bartram's  garden,  did  John  Wool- 
man  cast 

A  glance  upon  it  as  he  meekly  passed? 

And  did  a  secret  sympathy  possess 
That  tender  soul,  and  for  the  slave*% 

redress 
Lend    hope,    strength,    patience?    It 

were  vain  to  gues& 

Nay,  were  the  plant  itself  but  m3rthiGa2, 
Set  in  the  fresco  of  tradition's  wall 
Like  Jotham's  bramble,  mattereth  not 

at  all. 

Enough  to  know   that,   through   the 

winter's  frost 
And  summer's  heat,  no  seed  of  truth  is 

lost, 
And  every  duty  pays  at  last  its  cost 

For,  ere  Pastorius  lef^  the  sun  and  air, 
God  sent  the  answer  to  his  lifelong 

prayer; 
The  cnild  was  born  beside  the  Dela- 
ware, 

Who,  in  the  power  a  holy  purpose  lends, 
Guided  his  people  unto  nobler  ends, 
And  left  them  worthier  of  the  name  .of 
Friends. 

And  lo  t  the  fulness  of  the  time  has 

come,  • 

And  over  all  the  exile's  Western  home. 
From  sea  to  sea  the  flowera  of  fieedom 

bloom  1 

And  joy-bells  ring,  and  silver  trumpets 

blow ; 
But  not  for  thee,  Pastorius  I    Even  so 
The  world  forgets,  but  the  wise  angsb 

know. 


THE  PAGEANT, 
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M  IS  CELL  AN  EO  US. 

THE  PAGEANT. 


A  SOUND  as  if  from  bells  of  silver. 
Or  eliin  cymbals  smitten  clear. 
Through  the  frost-pictured  pases  I 
hear. 

A  brightness  which  outshines  the  mom- 

inK> 
A  s^endor  brooking  no  delay. 

Beckons  and  tempts  my  feet  away. 

I  leave  the  trodden  village  highway 
For  virgin  snow-patns  glmimering 

through 
A  jewelled  elm-tree  avenue ; 

Where,  keen  against  the  walls  of  sap- 
phire. 

The  gleaming  tree-bolls,  ice-em- 
bossed, 

Hold  ap  their  chandeliers  of  frost 

I  tread  in  Orient  halls  enchanted, 
I  dream  the  Saga's  dream  of  caves 
Gem-lit  beneath    the  North  Sea 
waves  1 

I  walk  the  land  of  Eldorado, 

I  touch  its  mimic  garden  bowers, 
Its    silver   leaves    and    diamond 
flowers  I 

The  flora  of  the  mvstic  mine-woiid 
Around  me  lifts  on  crystal  stems 
The  petals  of  its  clustered  gems  I 

What  miracle  of  weird  transforming 
Is  this  wild  work  of  frost  and  light, 
This  glimpse  ef  glory  infinite  1 

m 

This  foregleam  of  the  Holy  City 

Like  that  to  him  of  Patmos  given, 
The   white    bride   coming   down 
from  heaven  I 

flow  flash  the  ranked  and  mail-clad 
alders,  ^ 

Through  what  sharp-glancing 
spears  of  reeds 

The  brook  its  muffled  water  leads  1 


Yon  maple,  like  the  bush  of  Horeb, 
Bums  unconsumed:  a  white,  cold 

fire 
Rays  out  from  every  grassy  spire. 

Each  slender  rush  and  spike  of  mul- 
lein. 

Low  laurel  shrub  and  drooping 
fern, 

Transfigured,  blaxe  where'er  I 
turn. 

How  yonder  Ethiopian  hemlock 

Crowned  with  his  glistening  drclet 

stands  I 
What  jewels    light   his  swarthy 

hands  I 

Here,  where  the  forest  opens  south- 
ward 
Between  its  hospitable  pines. 
As  through  a  door,  the  warm  sun 
shines. 

The  jewels  loosen  on  the  branches. 
And   lightly,  as  the   soft  winds 

blow, 
Fall,  tinkling,  on  the  ice  below. 

And  through  the  clashing  of  their  cym- 
bals 
I  hear  the  old  familiar  fall 
Of  water  down  the  rocky  wall, 

Where,  fit>m  its  wintry  prison  break- 
ing. 
In  dark  and  silence  hidden  long, 

The  brook  repeats  its  summer  song. 

One  instant  flashing  in  the  sunshine. 
Keen  as  a  sabre  from  its  sheath, 
Then  lost  again  the  ice  beneath. 

I  hear  the  rabbit  lightly  leaping, 
The  foolish  screaming  of  the  jay, 
The  chopper's  axe-stroke  faraway; 

The  clamor  of  some  neighboring  barn- 
yard. 
The  lazy  cock's  belated  crow. 
Or  cattle-tramp  in  crispy  sn^w. 
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Aod.  as  in  some  enchanted  forest 

The  lost  knight  hears  his  comrades 

sing, 
And,  near  at  hand,  their  bridles 
ring, 

So  welcome  I  these  sounds  and  voices, 
These  airs    from    far-off  summer 

blown. 
This  life  that  leaves  me  not  alone. 

Tor  the  white  glory  overawes  me  ; 
The  crvstal  terror  of  the  seer 
Of  Cheoar's  vision  blifads  me  here. 

Rebuke  me  not,  O  sapphire  heaven  ! 
Thou  stainless  earth,  lay  not  on  me 
Thy  keen  reproach  of  purity, 

I(  in  this  august  presence-chamber, 
1  sigh  for  summer's  leaf-^een  gloom 
And  warm  airs  thick  with  odorous 

bloom  1 

Let  the  strange  frost-work  sink  and 

crumble. 
And  let  the  loosened  tree-boughs 

swing, 
Till  all  their  bells  of  silver  ring. 

Shine  warmly  down,  thou  sun  of  noon- 
time. 

On  this  chill  pageant,  melt  and 
move 

The  winter's  frozen  heart  with  love. 

And,  soft  and  low,  thou  wind  south- 
blowins. 
Breathe  through  a  veil  of  tenderest 

haze 
Thy  prophecy  of  summer  days. 

Come  with  thy  green  relief  of  promise. 
And  to   this  dead,  cold  splendor 

bring 
The  living  jewels  of  the  spring  I 


THE  SINGER. 

Years  since  (but  names  to  me  before), 
I'wo  sisters  sought  at  eve  my  door  : 
Two  song-birds  wandering  from  their 

nest, 
A  gray  old  farm-house  in  the  West. 


How  fresh  of  life  the  younger  one, 
Half  smiles,  half  tears,  like  rain  in  sun  I 
Her  gravest  mood  could  scarce  displace 
The  dimples  of  her  nut-brown  face. 

Wit  sparkled  on  her  lips  not  Teaa 
For  quick  and  tremulous  tenderness  : 
And,    following     dose    her    merriest 

glance. 
Dreamed  through  her  eyes  the  heart** 

romance. 

Timid  and  still,  the  elder  had 
Even  then  a  smile  too  sweetly  sad  : 
The  crown  of  pain  that  all  must  wear 
l^oo  early  pressed  her  midnight  hatr. 

Yet  ere  the  summer  eve  grew  long, 
Her  modest  lips  were  sweet  with  song. 
A  memory  haunted  all  her  words 
Of  clover-fields  and  singing  birds. 

Her  dark,  dilating  eyes  expressed 

The  broad  horizons  of  the  west : 

Her  speech  dropped  prairie  flowers  ; 

the  gold 
Of  harvest  wheat  about  her  rolled. 

Fore-doomed  to  song  she  seemed  it 

me  : 
I  queried  not  with  destiny  : 
I  knew  the  trial  and  the  need. 
Yet,  all  the  more,  I  said,  God  speed  I 

What  could  I  other  than  I  did  ? 
Could  I  a  singing-bird  forbid  ? 
Deny  the  wind-stirred  leaf?    Rebuke 
The  music  of  the  forest  brook  ? 

She  went  with  morning  from  my  door, 
But  left  me  richer  than  before  : 
Thenceforth  I  knew  her  voice  of  cheer. 
The  welcome  of  her  partial  ear. 

Years  passed :  through  all  the  land  bof 

name 
A  pleasant  household  word  became : 
All  felt  behind  the  singer  stood 
A  sweet  and  gracious  womanhood. 

Her  life  was  earnest  work,  not  play : 
Her  tired  feet  climbed  a  weary  wa^ ; 
And  even  through  her  lightest  strain 
We  beard  ao  uiulertone  of  ptin. 


CHICAGO. 
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Unseen  of  her  her  fair  fame  zrew, 
The  good  she  did  the  rarely  knew, 
Uiiguessed  of  her  in  life  the  love 
That  rained  its  tears  her  grave  above. 

When  last  I  saw  her,  full  of  peace, 
She  waited  for  her  great  release  ; 
And  that  old  friend  so  sace  and  bland, 
Our  later  Franklin,  held  her  hand. 

For  all  that  patriot  bosoms  stirs 
Had  moved  that  woman's  heart  of  hers. 
And  men  who  toiled  in  storm  and  sun 
Found  her  their  meet  companion. 

Our  converse,  from  her  suflering  bed 
To  healthful  themes  of  life  she  led  : 
The  out-door  world  of  bud  and  bloom 
And  light  and  sweetness  filled  her  room. 

Yet  evermore  an  underthought 
Of  loss  to  come  within  us  wrought, 
And  all  the  while  we  felt  the  strain 
Of  the  strong  will  that  conquered  pain. 

God  giveth  quietness  at  last  [ 
The  common  way  that  all  have  passed 
She  went,  with  mortal  veamings  fond. 
To  fuller  life  and  love  oeyond.  - 

Fold  the  rapt  soul  in  your  embrace, 
My  dear  ones  1   Give  the  singer  place  I 
To  you,  to  her,  —  I  know  not  where, — 
I  liu  the  silence  of  a  prayer. 

For  only  thus  our  own  we  find  : 
The  gone  before,  the  left  behind. 
All  mortal  voices  die  between  ; 
The  unheard  reaches  the  unseen. 

Again  the  blackbirds  sing ;  the  streams 
Wake,    laughing,    from   their    winter 

dreams. 
And  tremble  in  the  April  showers 
The  tassels  of  the  maple  flowers. 

But  not  for  her  has  spring  renewed 
The  sweet  surprises  of  the  wood  : 
And  bird  and  flower  are  lost  to  her 
Who  was  their  best  interpreter  I 

What  to  shut  eyes  has  God  revealed  ? 
What  hear  the  ears  that    death  has 
sealed? 


What  undreamed  beauty  passing  show 
Requites  the  loss  of  all  we  know? 

O  silent  land,  to  which  we  move. 
Enough  if  there  alone  be  love, 
And  mortal  need  can  ne'er  outgrow 
What  it  is  waiting  to  bestow  ! 

O  white  soul !  from  that  far-offshore 
Float  »ome  sweet  song  the  waters  o'er. 
Our  faith  confirm,  our  fears  dispel, 
With  the  old  voice  we  loved  so  well ! 


CHICAGO. 

Men  said  at  vespers  :  "  All  is  well  1  *' 

In  one  wild  night  the  city  fell  ; 

Fell  shrines  of  prayer  and  marts  of 

gain 
Before  the  fiery  hurricane. 

On  threescore  spires  had  sunset  shone. 
Where  ghastly  sunrise  looked  on  none. 
Men  clasped  each  other's  hands,  and 

said  ' 
"  The  City  of  the  West  is  dead  I  " 

Brave  hearts  who  fought,  in  slow  re- 
treat. 

The  fiends  of  fire  from  street  to  street, 

Turned,  powerless,  to  the  blinding 
glare. 

The  dumb  defiance  of  despair. 

A  sudden  impulse  thrilled  each  wire 
That  signalled  round  that  sea  of  fire  ; 
Swift  words  of  cheer,  warm  heart- throbb 

came  : 
In  tears  of  pity  died  the  flame  t 

From   East,   from   West,   from  South 

and  North, 
The  messages  of  hope  shot  forth, 
And,  underneath  the  severing  wave. 
The  world,  full-handed,  reached  to  save 

Fair  seemed  the  old  ;  but  fairer  still 
The  new,  the  dreary  void  shall  fill 
With   dearer  homes  than   those  o'er 

thrown. 
For  love  shall  lay  each  comer-stooe- 


45» 


MISCJ^LLANBOUS. 


"1 


Rise,  ttridcen  dt7 1  —  from  thee  throw 
llie  ashen  sackcloth  of  thy  woe  ] 
And  ouild,  as  to  Amphion  s  strain. 
To  songs  of  cheer  thy  walb  again  I 

How  shrivelled  in  thv  hot  distress 
The  primal  sin  of  selfishness  ! 
How  instant  rose,  to  take  thy  part. 
The  angel  in  the  human  heart  I 

Ah  I  not  in  vain  the  flames  that  tossed 

Above  thy  dreadful  holocaust ; 

The  Christ  again  has  preached  through 

thee 
The  Gospel  of  Humanity  ! 

Then  lift  once  more  thy  towers  on  high. 
And  fret  with  spires  the  western  sky, 
To  tell  that  God  is  yet  with  us, 
And  love  is  still  miratculous  1 


MY  BIRTHDAY. 

Benbath  the  moonlight  and  the  tnoT 

Lies  dead  my  latest  year ; 
The  winter  winds  are  wailing  low 

Its  dirges  in  my  ear. 

I  grieve  not  with  the  moaning  wind 

As  if  a  loss  befell ; 
Before  me,  even  as  behind, 

God  is,  and  all  is  well  1 

His  jight  shines  on  me  from  abover 
His  low  voice  speaks  within,  — 

The  patience  of  immortal  love 
Outwearying  mortal  sin. 

Not  mindless  of  the  growing  years 

Of  care  and  loss  and  pain. 
My  eyes  are  wet  with  thankful  tear 

For  blessings  which  remain. 

If  dim  the  gold  of  life  has  grown, 

I  will  not  count  it  dross. 
Nor  turn  from  treasures  still  my  own 

To  sigh  for  lack  and  loss. 

The  years  no  charm  from  N:i(are  take : 
At  sweet  her  voices  call. 


As  beautiful  her  roomings  bre* 
As  fair  her  evenings  &L 

Love  watches  o*er  my  quiet  ways, 
Kind  voices  sj^ak  my  name. 

And  lips  that  find  it  hard  to  praise 
Are  slow,  at  least,  to  blame. 

How  sof^lv  ebb  the  tides  of  will ! 

How  6elds,  once  lost  or  won,  ^ 
Now  lie  behind  me  green  and  still 

Beneath  a  level  sun  ! 

How  hushed  the  hiss  of  party  hate. 

The  clamor  of  the  throng  ! 
How  old,  harsh  voices  of  debate 

Flow  into  rhythmic  song  I 

Methinks  the  spirit's  temper  grows 

Too  soft  in  this  still  air  ; 
Somewhat  the  restful  heart  foregoes 

Of  needed  watch  and  prayer. 

The  bark  by  tempest  vainly  tossed 

May  founder  in  the  calm, 
And  he  who  braved  the  polar  frost 

Faint  by  the  isles  of  balm. 

Better  than  self-indulgent  years 
The  outflung  heart  of  j^outh. 

Than  pleasant  songs  in  idle  years 
The  tumult  of  the  truth. 

Rest  for  the  weary  hands  is  ^ood. 
And  love  for  hearts  that  pme. 

But  let  the  manlv  habitude 
Of  upright  souls  be  mine. 

Let  winds  that  blow  from  heaven  *» 
fresh. 

Dear  Lord,  the  languid  air ; 
And  let  the  weakness  of  the  fleda 

Thy  strength  of  spirit  share. 

And,  if  the  eye  must  fail  of  light. 

The  ear  forget  to  hear^  ^ 
Make  clearer  still  the  spirit's  sight. 

More  fine  the  inward  ear  I 

Be  near  me  in  mine  hours  of  need 
To  soothe,  or  cheer,  or  warn, 

And  dov/n  these  slopes  of  sunset  lead 
As  up  th#  Hills  of  mom  1 


THE  BRtt^trrG  OF  SOMA. 
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THE  BREWING  OF  SOMA. 

t' These  libations  mixed  with  milk  have 
bi*en  prepared  for  Indra  :  offer  Soma  to  the 
drinker  of  Soma."  — Vashista,  Trans,  by 
Max  Muller. 

The  fagots  blazed,  the  caldron's  smoke 
Up  through  the  green  wood  curled  ; 
'*  Bring  honey  from  the  hollow  oak, 
Bring  milkjr  sap,"  the  brewers  spoke. 
In  the  childhood  of  the  world. 

And  brewed  they  well  or  brewed  they 
ill. 

The  priests  thrust  in  their  rods, 
First  tasted,  and  then  drank  their  fill. 
And  shouted,  with  one  voice  and  will, 

"  Behold  the  drink  of  gods  I " 

They  drank,  and  lo  1    in  heart  and 
brain 

A  new,  glad  life  began  ; 
The  gjay  of  hair  grew  young  again^ 
The  sick  man  laughed  away  his  pam, 

The  cripple  leaped  and  ran. 

"  Drink,  mortals,  what  the  gods  have 
sent, 

Foi^et  your  long  annoy." 
So  sang  the  priests.     From  tent  to  tent 
The  Soma's  sacred  madness  went, 

A  storm  of  drunken  joy. 

Then  knew  each  rapt  inebriate 
A  winged  and  glorious  birth. 
Soared  upward,  with  strange  joy  elate, 
Beat,  witn  dazed  head,  Varuna's  gate, 
And,  sobered,  sank  to  earth. 

The  land  with  Soma's  praises  rang ; 

On  Gihon's  banks  of  shade 
Its  hymns  the  dusky  maidens  sang ; 
In  Joy  of  life  or  mortal  pang 

All  men  to  Soma  prayed. 

The  morning  twilight  of  the  race 

Sends  down  these  matin  psalms : 
And  still  with  wondering  eyes  we  trace 
The  simple  prayers  to  Soma's  grace. 
That  Vedtc  verse  embalms. 

As  in  that  child-world's  early  year, 
Each  aAer  age  has  striven 


By  music,  incense,  vigils  drear, 
And  trance,  to  bring  the  skies  mora 
near, 
Pr  lift  men  up  to  heaven  I  — 

Some  fever  of  the  blood  and  brain, 

Some  self-exalting  spell. 
The  scourj;er's  keen  delight  of  pain, 
The  Dervish  dance,  the  Orphic  strain, 

llie  wild-haired  Bacchant's  yell,  — 

The  desert's  hair-grown  hermit  sunk 

The  saner  brute  below ; 
The  naked  Santon,  hashish -drunk. 
The  cloister  madness  of  the  monk, 

The  fakir's  torture-show  1 

And  yet  the  past  comes  round  again 

And  new  aoth  old  fulfil ; 
In  sensual  transports  wild  as  vain 
We  brew  in  many  a  Christian  fane 

The  heathen  Soma  still  1 

Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  mankind. 

Forgive  our  foolish  ways  ! 
Reclothe  us  in  our  rightful  mind, 
In  purer  lives  thy  service  find, 

In  deeper  reverence,  praise. 

In  simple  trust  like  theirs  who  heard 

Beside  the  Syrian  sea 
The  gracious  calling  of  the  Lord, 
Let  us,  like  them,  without  a  word, 

Rise  up  and  follow  thee. 

O  Sabbath  rest  by  Galilee  I 

O  calm  of  hills  above. 
Where  Jesus  knelt  to  share  with  thee 
The  silence  of  eternity 

Interpreted  by  love  I 

With  that  deep  hush  subduing  all 
Our  words  and  works  that  drown 
The  tender  whisper  of  thy  call. 
As  noiseless  let  thy  blessing  fall 
As  fell  thy  manna  down. 

Drop  thy  still  dews  of  quietness, 
Till  all  our  strivings  cease 


Take 


soms  the  strain  and 


from   our 
•    stress. 
And  let  our  ordered  lives  confess 
The  beauty  of  thy  peace. 
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Breathe  throug;)i  the  heats  of  our  desire 

Thy  coolness  and  thy  balm  ; 
Let  sense  be  dumb,  let  flesh  retire  : 
Speak  through  the  earthquake,  wind, 
and  lire, 
O  still,  small  voice  of  calm  I 


A  WOMAN. 

O,  DWARFRD  and  wronged,  and  stained 
with  ill. 

Behold  !   thou  art  a  woman  still  ! 

And,  by  t1)at  sacred  name  and  dear, 

I  bid  thy  belter  self  appear. 

Still,  through  thy  foul  aisguise,  I  see 

The  nidimental  purity, 

Thai,  spi^*;  of  change  and  loss,  makes 
l^ood 

Thy  birihrieht-claim  of  womanhood  ; 

An  inward  loathinc,  deep,  intense  ; 

A  shame  that  is  half  innocence. 

Cast  off  the  grave-clothes  of  thy  sin  I 

Rise  from  the  dust  thou  liest  in. 

As  Mary  rose  at  Jesus'  w<Md, 

Redeemed  and  white  before  the  Lord  I 

Reclaim  thy  lost  soul  1    In  His  name. 

Rise  up,  and  break  thy  bonds  of  shame. 

Art  weak  ?    He  's  strong.     Art  fearful  ? 
Hear 

The    world's     0'eix»mer :     "Be    of 
cheer ! " 

What  lip  shall  Judge  when   He  ap- 
proves? 

Who  dare  to  scorn  the  child  he  loves? 


DISARMAMENT. 

••  Put  up  the  sword  I  "  The  voice  of 
Cnrist  once  more 

Speaks,  in  the  pauses  of  the  cannon's 
roar. 

O'er  fields  of  com  by  fiery  sickles 
reaped 

And  left  dry  ashes ;  over  trenches 
reaped 

With  nameless  dead  ;  o'er  cities  starv- 
ing slow 

Under  a  rain  of  fire ;  through  wards  of 
woe 


Down  which  a  i^roanlng  diapaaoo  t«nis 
From    tortured    brothers,    hasbands» 

lovers,  sons 
Of  desolate  women    in    their   <ar-od 

homes, 
Waiting  to  hear  ttie  step  that  never 

comes  I 
O  men  and  brothers .  let  that  voice  be 

beard. 
War  fails,  try  peace  ;  put  ip  the  useless 

sword  1 

Fear  not  the  end.     The.e  is  a  story 

told 
In  Eastern  tents,  when  autumn  ntsbts 

grow  cold, 
And  round  the  fire  the  Mot.gol  she{>> 

herds  sit 
With  grave  responses  listening  onto  it : 
Once,  on  the  errands  of  his  mercy  bent» 
Buddha,  the  holy  and  benevoJeut, 
Met  a  fell  monster,  huge  and  fierce  of 

look. 
Whose  awfiil  voice  the  bills  and  For^is 

shook. 
"  O  son  of  peace  I "  the  giant  cried, 

**  thy  fate 
Is  sealed  at  last,  and  love  shall  yield  to 

hale." 
The  unarmed  Buddha  looking,  with  no 

trace 
Of  fear  or  anger,  in  the  monster's  iaoe. 
In  pity  said  :  "  Poor  fiend,  even  thee  I 

love." 
Lo  I  as  he  spake  the  sky-tall  terror  sank 
To  hand-breadth  size  ;  the  huge  abhor- 
rence shrank 
Into  the  form  and  fa.shion  of  a  dove : 
And  where  the  thunder  of  its  rage  was 

heard. 
Circling  above  him  sweetly  sang  tb« 

bird : 
*'  Hate  hath  no  harm  for  love,"  so  ran 

the  song ; 
"And    peace    unweaponed    conque-* 

every  wrong  I " 


THE  ROBIN. 

My  old  Welch  neighbor  over  the  way 
Crept  slowly  out  m  the  sun  of  springs     I 
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Pushisd  from  her  «ara  the  locks  of  ^y, 
And  listened  to  hear  the  robin  sing. 

Her    grandson,    playing   at   marbles, 
stopped. 
And,  cruel  in  sport  as  boys  will  be. 
Tossed  a  stone  at  the  bird,^  who  hopped 
From  bough  to  bough  in  the  apple- 
tree. 

*'  Nay  I  '*     said     the     grandmother ; 

"have  you  not  heard, 

My  poor,  bad  boy  !  of  the  fiery  pit. 

And  how,  drop  by  drop,  this  merciful 

bird 

tZarries  the  water  that  quenches  it  ? 

*'  He  brings  cool  dew  in  his  little  bill, 
And  lets  «t  fall  on  the  souls  of  sin  : 

You  can  see  the  mark  on  his  red  breast 
still 
Of  fires  that  scorch  as  he  drops  it  in. 

**  My  poor  Bron  rhuddyn  !  my  breast' 
Dumed  bird. 

Singing  so  sweetly  from  limb  to  limb, 
•'^ery  dear  to  the  heart  of  Our  Lord 

Is  he  who  pities  the  lost  like  Him  I " 

'*  Amen !  **    I   said    to  the    beautiful 
myth : 
**  Sing,  bird  of  God,  in  my  heart  as 
well : 
Each  good  thought  is  a  drop  wherewith 
To  cool  and  lessen  the  fires  of  hell. 

*'  Prayers  of  love  like  rain-drops  fiall, 

Tears  of  pity  are  cooling  dew, 
And  dear  to  the  heart  of  Our  Lord  are 
all 
Who  suffer  like  Him  in  the  good  they 
do  I" 
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Annis  and  Rhuda,  sisters  twain, 
Woke  in  the   night  to  the    sound  of 
rain, 

The  rush  of  wmd,  the  ramp  and  roar 
Of  Sre»t  waves  climbing  a  rocky  shore. 


Annie  rose  up  in  her  bed-gown  white. 
And  looked  out  into  the  storm  and 
night. 

"  Hush,   and  hearken  !  "  she  cried  in 

fear, 
"  Hearest  thou  nothing,  sister  dear?  " 

'*  I  hear  the  sea,  and  the  plash  of  rain, 
And  roar  of  the  northeast  hurricane. 

"  Get  thee  back  to  the  bed  so  warm. 
No  good  comes  of  watching  a  storm. 

"  What  is  it  to  thee,  I  fain  would  know. 
That  waves  are  roaring  and  wild  winds 
blow? 

**  No  lover  of  thine  's  afloat  to  miss 
The  harbor-lights  on  a  night  like  this.*' 

*'  But  I  heard  a  voice  cry  out  my  name. 
Up  from  the  sea  on  the  wind  it  came  I 

*'  Twice  and  thrice  have  I  heard  it  call. 
And  the  voice  is  the  voice  of  Estwick 
Hall  1 " 

On  her  pillow  the  sister  tossed  her 

head. 
"  Hall  of  the  Heron  is  safe,"  she  said. 

*'  In  the  tautest  schooner   that   ever 

swam 
He  rides  at  anchor  in  Anisquam. 

"  And,  if  in  peril  from  swamping  sea 
Or  lee  shore  rocks,  would  he  call  on 
thee?" 

But  the  girl  heard  only  the  wind  and 

tide. 
And  wringing  her  small  white  hands, 

she  cried  : 

*'0  sister  Rhoda,  there  's  something 

wrong : 
I  hear  it  again,  so  loud  and  long. 

***  Annie  !  Annie  1 '  I  hear  it  call, 
And  the  voice  is  the  voice  of  Estwick 
Halll" 


TJptprzn^  the  elder,  with  eyes 
"  Thou  Iiest  I    He    never  woi 
thy  name  I 
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aAame, 
would  call 


"^  If  he  did,  I  would  pray  the  wind  and 

sea 
To  keep  him  forever  from  thee  and 

me  I" 

Then  out  of  the  sea  blew  a  dreadful 

blast  : 
Like  the  cry  of  a  dying  man  it  passed* 

The  young  girl  hushed  on  her  lips  a 

groan, 
But  through  her  tears  a  strange  light 

shone,  — 

The  solemn  joy  of  her  heart's  release 
To  own  and  cherish  its  love  in  peace. 

*'  Dearest  I  "    she    whispered,    under 

breath, 
**  Life  was  a  lie,  but  true  is  death. 

"  The  love  I  hid  from  myself  away 
Shall  crown  me  now  in  the  light  of  day. 

*'  My  ears  shall  never  to  wooer  list, 
Never  by  lover  my  lips  be  kissed. 

"  Sacred  to  thee  am  I  henceforth. 
Thou  in  heaven  and  I  on  earth  I  ** 

She  came  and  stood  by  her  sister's  bed : 
•*  Hall  of  the  Heron  is  dead  I "  she  said. 

*'  The  wind  and  the  waves  their  work 

have  done, 
We  shall  see  him  no  more  beneath  the 

sun. 

*'  Little  will  reck  that  heart  of  thine. 
It  loved  him  not  with  a  love  like  mine. 

**  I,  for  his  sake,  were  he  but  here, 
Could  hem  and 'broider  thy  bridal  gear, 

**  Though  hands  should  tremble  and 

eyes  be  wet, 
And  stitch  for  stitch  in  my  heart  be  set. 

'*  But  now  my  soul  with  his  soul  I  wed ; 
Thine  the  livmg,  and  mine  the  dead  ! " 


Tkb  robins  sang  in  the  orchard,  tlk 
buds  into  olossoras  grew  ; 

Little  of  human  sorrow  the  buds  an4 
the  robins  knew  1 

Sick,  in  an  alien  household,  the  pooi 

French  neutral  lay ; 
Into  her  lonesome  garret  fell  the  ligla 

of  the  April  day. 

Through  the  dusty  window,  cnrtained 
by  the  spider's  wan>  amd  woo^ 

On  the  loose-laid  floor  ofhemlodE,  on 
oaken  ribs  of  roof. 

The  bedquilt's  faded  patchwork,  thw 

teacups  on  the  stand. 
The  wheel  with  flaxen  tangle,   as  it 

dropped  from  her  nek  hand  I 

What  to  her  was  the  sonjf  of  the  robin, 

or  warm  morning  hght. 
As  she  lay  in  the  trance  of  the  dying, 

heedless  of  sound  or  sight? 

Done  was  the  work  of  her  hands^  «h» 
had  eaten  her  bitter  bread ; 

The  world  of  the  alien  people  lay  be- 
hind her  dim  and  dead. 

But  her  soul  went  back  to  its  child- 
time  :  she  saw  the  sun  o'crflow 

With  gold  the  basin  of  Minas,  and  aet 
over  Gasperau  ; 

The  low,  bare  flats  at  ebb-tide,  the  rush 

of^the  sea  at  flood. 
Through   inlet  and  creek   and  river. 

from  dike  to  upland  wood ; 

The  gulls  in  the  red  of  morning,  th* 
fish-hawk's  rise  and  fall, 

The  drift  of  the  fog  in  moonshine,  over 
the  dark  coast-walL 

She  saw  the  fiice  of  her  mother,  she 
heard  the  song  she  sang ; 

And  far  oflT,  faintly,  slowly,  the  bell  far 
vespers  rang  I 
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By  her  hed  the  hard-faced  muitress  sat, 
smoothinji^  the  wrinkled  sheet, 

Peering  info  trie  face,  so  helpless,  and 
w:!ing  the  ice-cold  feet. 

With  a  vague  remorse  atoning  for  her 

greed  and  long  abuse, 
By  care  no  longer  heeded  and  pity  too 

late  for  use* 

Up  the  stairs  of  the  garret  softly  the 
son  of  the  mistress  stepped, 

Leaned  over  the  head-board,  covering 
his  face  with  his  hands,  and  wept. 

Oatspake  the  mother,  who  watched 
him  sharply,  with  brow  a-frown  : 

"  What !  love  you  the  Papist,  the  beg- 
gar, the  charge  of  the  town? " 


M 


Be 


she  Papist  or   beggar  who  lies 
here,  I  know  and  God  knows 
I  love  her,  and  fain  would  go  with  her 
wherever  she  goes  I 

"O  mother!  that  sweet  (ace  came 
pleading,  for  love  so  athirst. 

Yon  saw  but  the  town-charge :  I  knew 
her  God*s  angel  at  first." 

Shaking  her  gray  head,  the  mistress 
hushed  down  a  bitter  cry  ; 

And  awed  by  the  silence  and  shadow 
of  death  drawing  nigh. 

She  murmured  a  psalm  of  the  Bible ; 

but  closer  the  youn^girl  pressed, 
With  the  last  of  her  life  in  her  fingers, 

the  cross  to  her  breast. 

**My  son,  come  awaj',"  cried  the 
mother,  her  voice  cruel  grown. 

**  She  is  joined  to  her  idols,  like 
Ephraim  ;  let  her  alone  I  " 

But  he  knelt  with  his  hand  on  her  fore- 
head, his  lips  to  her  ear, 

And  he  called  back  the  soul  that  was 
passing:  "  Marguferite,  do  you 
hear  ?  " 

Sh«  paused  on  the  threshold  of  Heav- 
en :  love,  pity,  suri'rise, 

Wistful,  tender,  lit  up  for  an  instant  the 
cloud  of  her  eyes. 


With  his  heart  on  his  lips  he  kissed  her^ 
but  never  her  cheek  grew  red. 

And  the  words  the  living  long  for  he 
spake  in  the  ear  of  the  dead. 

And  the  robins  sang  in  the  orchard. 

where  buds  to  blossoms  grew  : 
Of  the  folded  hands  and  the  still  face 

never  the  robins  knew  I 


1 
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AFTER     THE    DANISH     OF    CHRISTIAN 
WINTER. 

Where,  over  heathen  doom-rings  and 
gray  stones  of  the  Hoig, 

In  its  little  Christian  city  stands  the 
church  of  Vordingborg, 

In  merry  mood  King  Volmer  sat,  for^ 

fretful  of  his  power, 
e  as  the  Goose  of   Gold  that 
brooded  on  his  tower. 

Out  spake  the   King  to  Henrik,  his 

young  and  faithful  scjuire  : 
"  Dar'st  trust  thy  little  Elsie,  the  maid 

of  thy  desire?" 
"  Of  all  the  men  in  Denmark  she  loveth 

only  me : 
As  true  to  me  is  Elsie  as  thy  Lily  is  to 

thee." 

Loud  laughed  the  king  :  *'  To-morrow 

shall  bring  another  day,* 
When  I  myself  will  test  her ;  she  will 

not  say  me  nay." 
Thereat  the  lords  and  gallants,    that 

round  about  him  stood. 
Wagged  all  their  heads  in  concert  and 

smiled  as  courtiers  should. 

The  gray  lark  sings  o'er  Vordingborg, 

and  on  the  ancient  town 
From  the  tall  tower  of  Valdemar  the 

Golden  Goose  looks  down  : 
The  yellow  grain   is    waving  in    the 

pleasant  wind  of  mom, 
The  wood  reivounds  with  cry  of  hounds 

and  blare  of  hunter's  horn. 

*  A  common  sayini;  of  Valdemar  \  henou 
his  sobriouet  AUereUty. 
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In  the  garden  of  her  father  little  Elsie 

sits  and  spins. 
And,  sinking  with  th*  early  birds,  her 

daily  task  begins. 
Gay  tulips  bloom  and  sweet  mint  curls 

around  her  garden-bower. 
But  she  is  sweeter  than  the  mint  and 

fairer  than  the  flower. 

About  her  form  her  kirtle  blue  clings 

lovingly,  and,  white 
As  snow,  her  loose  sleeves  only  leave 

her  small,  niund  wrists  in  sight ; 
Below  the  modest  petticoat  can   only 

half  conceal 
The  motion  of  the  lightest  foot  that 

ever  turned  a  wheel. 

The  cat  sits  purring  at  her  side,  bees 

hum  in  sunshine  vrarm  ; 
But,  look  1  she  starts,  she  lifts  her  face, 

she  shades  it  with  her  arm. 
And,  hark  t  a  train  of  horsemen,  with 

sound  of  dog  and  horn, 
Come  leaping  o'er  the  ditches,   come 

tramphng  down  the  corn  ! 

Merrily  rang  the  bridle-reins,  and  scarf 

and  plume  streamed  gay. 
As  fast  beside  her  father's  gate  the 

riders  held  their  way ; 
And  one  was  brave   in  scarlet  cloak, 

with  golden  spur  on  heel, 
And,  as  he  checked  his  foaming  steed, 

the  maiden  checked  her  wheel. 

"  All  hail  among  thy  roses,  the  fairest 
rose  to  me  I 

For  weary  months  in  secret  my  heart 
has  longed  for  thee  1 " 

What  noble  knight  was  this?  What 
words  for  modest  maiden's  ear? 

She  dropp>ed  a  lowly  courtesy  of  bash- 
fulness  and  fear. 

She  lifted  up  her  spinning-wheel ;  she 

fain  would  seek  the  door, 
Trembling  in   every  limb,  her  cheek 

with  blushes  crimsoned  o'er. 
"  Nay.  fear  me  not,"  the  rider  said, 

"  I  offer  heart  and  hand, 
6ear    witness     these     good      Danish 

knights  who    round  aboilt    m6 

stand. 


"  I  grant  you  time  to  think  of  thn,  ti 

answer  as  ^ou  may. 
For  to-morrow,  httle  Elsie,  shall  bring 

another  day." 
He  spake   the   old    phrase    slyly  a\ 

glancing  round  his  traio. 
He  saw  his  meny  followers  seek  to  hld« 

their  smiles  in  vain. 

"  The  snow  of  pearls  I  'II  scatter  in 

your  curls  of  golden  hair, 
I  Ml  line  with  furs  the  velvet  of  th« 

kirtle  that  you  wear ; 
All    precious  gems  shall  twine  youi 

neck  :  and  in  a  chariot  gay 
You  shall  ride,  my  little  Elsie,  behind 

four  steeds  of  gray. 

"And   harps  shall  sound,   and  flutes 

shall    play,   and    braxen   lamps 

shall  glow : 
On  marble  floors  your  feet  shall  weave 

the  dances  to  and  fro. 
At  frosty  eventide  for  us  the  blazing 

hearth  shall  shine. 
While,  at  our  ease,  we  play  at  draughts* 

and  drink  the  blood-red  wiue." 

Then  Elsie  raised  her  head  and  met 

her  wooer  face  to  face  : 
A  roguish  smile  shone  in  her  eye  and 

on  her  lip  found  place. 
Back  from  her  low  white  forehead  the 

curls  of  gold  she  threw, 
And  liAed  up  her  eyes  to  his  steady 

and  clear  and  blue. 

"I  am  a   lowljr  peasant,  and  you  a 

gallant  knight : 
I  will  not  trust  a  love  that  soon  may 

cool  and  turn  to  slight. 
If  you  would  wed  me  henceforth  be  a 

peasant,  not  a  lord  ; 
I  bid  you  hang  upon  the  wall  youi 

tried  and  trusty  sword." 

**  To  please  vou,  Elsie,  I  will  lay  keen 

Dvnajel  away. 
And  in  Us  place  will  swing  the  scythe 

and  mow  your  father's  hay  '* 
**  Nay,  but  your  gallant  scarht  cloak 

my  eyes  can  never  bear  ; 
A  Vadmal  ca'«t,  so  plaip  «nd  gi«y-  ir 

all  that  you  must  wear-*' 
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«  Well,  Vadmal  will  I  wear  for  you.'* 

the  ridei  g*yly  »ix>ke, 
**  And  on  the  Lord's  high  altar  I  '11  lay 

my  scarlet  cloak." 
**But  mark,"   she  said,    "no  stately 

Viorse  my  peasant  love  roust  ride, 
A  yoke  of  steers  beft^re  the  plough  is 

all  that  he  muar  guidp." 

Hie    knight  looked  dowv    upon  his 

steed  :  *'  Well,  let  him  wander 

firee: 
No  other  man  must  ride  the  horse  that 

has  been  backed  by  me 
Henceforth  I  '11  tread  the  furrow  and  to 

my  oxen  talk, 
If  only  little  Elsie  beside  my  plo  «gh 

will  walk." 

**You  must  take  from  out  your  cellar 

cask  of  wine  and  flask  and  can  ; 
The  homely  mead   I  brew  you  may 

serve  a  peasant- man." 
'*  Most  willingly,  fair  Elsie,  I  '11  drink 

that  mead  of  thine. 
And  1  nve  m^  minstrel's  thirsty  throat 

to  drain  my  generous  wine*" 

'*  Now  break  your  shield  asunder,  and 

shatter  sign  and  boss. 
Unmeet  for  peasant-wedded  arms,  your 

knightly  knee  across. 
And  pull  me  down  your  castle  from 

top  to  basement  wall. 
And  let  your  plough  trace  furrows  in 

the  ruins  of  your  hall !  " 

Then  smiled  he  with  a  lofty  pride: 

rip;ht  well  at  last  he  knew 
The  maiden  of  the  spinning-wheel  was 

to  her  troth-plight  true. 
"  Ah,  roguish  little    Elsie  I    you    act 

your  part  full  well : 
You  know  that  I  must  bear  my  shield 

and  in  my  castle  dwell  I 

*'  The  lions  ramping  on  that  shield  be- 
tween the  hearts  aflame 

Keep  watch  o'er  Denmark's  honor,  and 
guard  her  ancient  name. 

For  know  that  I  am  Volmer ;  I  dwell 
in  yonder  towers, 

"Who  ploughs  them  ploughs  up  Den* 
mark,  this  goodly  home  of  ours  1 


*'  I  tempt  no  more,  iair  Elsie  I    your 

heart  1  know  is  true  ; 
Would  God  that  all  our  maidens  wer« 

good  and  pure  as  you  I 
Well  have  you  pleased  your  monarch, 

and  he  shall  well  repay  ; 
God's  peace  t    Farewell !    To-morrow 

will  bring  another  day  I  " 


He 


he 


lifted    up    his    bridle    hand, 

spurrea  his  good  ste^  then. 
And  like  a  whirl-blast  swept  away  with 

all  his  gallant  men. 
Hie  steel  hoofs  beat  the  rocky  path; 

again  on  winds  of  mom 
The  wood  resounds  with  cry  of  houndi 

and  blare  of  hunter's  horn. 

"  Thou  tnie  and  ever  faithful  1 "  the 

listening  Henrik  cried ; 
And,  leaping  o'er  the  green  hedge,  ha 

stoodby  Elsie's  side. 
None  saw  the  fond  embracing,  save. 

shining  from  afar, 
The  Golden  Goose  that  watched  them 

from  the  tower  of  Valdemar. 

O  darling  girls  of  Denmark  I  of  all  the 

flowers  that  throng 
Her  vales  of  spring  the  fairest,  I  sing 

for  you  my  song. 
No  praise  as  yours  so  bravely  rewards 

the  singer's  skill : 
Thank  God  1  of  maids  like  Elsie  the 

land  has  plenty  still  I 
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Beneath  the  low-hung  night  cloud 
That  raked  her  splintering  mast 

llie  good  ship  settled  slowly, 
The  cruel  leak  gained  fast. 

Over  the  awful  ocean 
Her  signal  guns  pealed  out. 

Dear  God  1  was  that  thy  answer 
From  the  horror  round  about  ? 

A  voice  came  down  the  wild  wind, 
"  Ho  I  ship  ahoy  I "  its  cry : 

"Our  stout  Three  Bells  of  Glasgow 
Shall  lay  till  daylight  by  I " 
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Hoar  after  boar  crept  slowly. 

Vet  CO  the  heaving  swelb 
Tossed  up  and  down  the  ship-lightai 

The  lights  of  the  Three  Bella  1 

And  ship  to  ship  made  signals, 
Man  answered  back  to  man. 

While  oft,  to  cheer  and  hearten 
The  Three  Bells  nearer  ran ; 

And  the  captain  from  her  tafirail 

Sent  down  his  hopeful  cry. 
*'  1  ake  heart  I  Hold  on  1 "  he  shouted, 

"  The  Three  Bells  shall  lay  by  I  " 

AU  night  across  the  waters 
The  tossing  lights  shone  clear : 


AH  night  from  redmg  taffirail 
The  Thicc  Bells  sent  her  cheei 

And  when  the  dreary  watdies 
Of  storm  and  darkness  passed. 

Just  as  the  wreck  lurched  under. 
All  souls  were  saved  at  last. 

Sail  on,  Three  Bella,  forever. 
In  grateful  memory  sail ! 

Ring  on,  Three  Bells  of  rescufi. 
Above  the  wave  and  gale ! 

Tjrpe  of  the  Love  etenial, 
Kepoit  the  Master's  cry. 

As  tossing  through  our  darknec 
The  lii^U  of  God  draw  nigk 


NOTB.  —  I  hare  Tennired.  in  compHaiice  with  the  desire  of  dear  friends  of  my  beloved  sister 
Elizabeth  H.  Whittier,  to  add  to  this  little  volume  the  few  pot;tica]  pieces  which  she  left 
behind  her.  As  she  was  very  distnistfut  of  her  own  powers,  ancf  altogether  without  ambition 
for  Uterary  distinction,  slie  shunned  everything  like  publicity,  and  found  far  ereater  happineu 
in  g'cnerous  appreciation  of  the  if  ifts  of  her  friends  than  in  tlie  cultivation  or  her  own.  Yet  it 
has  always  seemed  to  me,  that  had  her  health,  tense  of  duty  and  fitness,  and  her  extreme  self- 
distrust  permitted,  she  mi)(ht  have  taken  a  hieh  place  among  lyrical  sinifers.  These  poems, 
with  perhaps  two  or  three  exceptions,  afford  but  slight  indications  of  the  inward  life  of  the 
writer,  who  had  an  almost  morbid  dread  of  spiritual  and  intellectual  egotism,  or  of  her  tender- 
ness of  sympathy,  chastened  mirthfulness.  and  pleasant  play  of  thought  and  fancy,  when  her 
shy,  beautiful  soul  opened  like  a  flower  in  the  warmth  of  social  communion.  In  the  lines  on 
Dr.  Kane  her  friends  will  see  something  of  her  fine  individuality,  —  the  rare  mingling  of  deH- 
cacy  and  intensity  of  feeling  which  made  her  dear  to  them.  This  little  poem  reached  Cuba 
while  the  great  explorer  lay  on  his  <leath-bed,  and  we  are  told  tlwt  he  listened  with  gratefUl 
tears  while  it  was  read  to  him  by  his  mother. 

I  am  tempted  to  say  more,  but  I  write  as  under  the  eye  of  her  who.  while  with  us,  shrank 
with  painful  deprecation  from  the  praise  or  mention  of  perfonnances  which  seemed  so  far  be- 
low her  ideal  ol  excellence.  To  those  who  best  knew  her,  the  beloved  circle  of  her  intimate 
friends,  I  dedicate  this  slight  memorial. 

*  J.  C.  W. 

AUBSBURY,  9th  mo..  1874.  


The  summer  warmth  has  left  the  sky, 
The  summer  songs  have  died  away : 
And,  withered,  in  the  footpaths  lie 
The  fallen  leaves,  but  yesterday 
With  ruby  and  with  topaz  gay. 

The  grass  is  browning  on  the  hills ; 
No  pale,  belated  flowers  recall 
The  astral  fringes  of  the  rills, 
And  drearily  the  dead  vines  fall, 
Frost-blackened,    from    the    roadside 
wall. 

Yet,  through  the  grav  and  sombre  wood. 
Against  the  dusk  offir  and  pine, 
Last  of  their  floral  sisterhood, 
The  hazel's  yellow  blossoms  shine, 
The  tawny  gold  of  Afric's  mine  I 

Small  beauty  hath  my  unsung  flower, 
For  spring  to  own  or  summer  hail ; 
But,  in  the  season's  saddest  hour. 
To  skies  that  weep  and  winds  that  wail 
Its  glad  surprisals  never  fail. 

0  days  grown  cold  !    O  life  grown  old  I 
Ho  ro8«  of  June  may  bloom  again  : 


But,  like  the  hazel's  twisted  gold. 
Through  early  frost  and  latter  rain 
Shall  bints  of  summer-time  remain. 

And  as  within  the  hazel's  bough 
A  gift  of  mystic  virtue  dwells. 
That  points  to  golden  ores  below. 
And  in  dry  desert  places  tells 
Where   flow  unseen    the   cool,  sweet 
wells. 

So,  in  the  wise  Diviner's  hand, 
Be  mine  the  hazel's  grateful  part 
To  feel,  beneath  a  thirsty  land. 
The  living  waters  thrill  and  start. 
The  beating  of  the  rivulet's  heart  1 

Sufficeth  me  the  gift  to  light 
With  latest  bloom  the  dark,  cold  days' 
To  call  some  hidden  sping  to  sight 
That,  in  these  dry  and  dusty  ways, 
Shall  sing  its  pleasant  song  of  praise. 

O  Love  I  the  hazer-wand  may  fail. 
But  thou  canst  lend  the  surer  spell, 
That,  passing  over  Baca's  vale. 
Repeats  the  old- lime  miracle. 
And  makes  the  desert-land  a  well. 
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SUMNER. 


"  I  tin  not  one  who  has  dis^ced  beauty  of  sentiment  by  deformity  of  conduct,  or  the  mis 
tans  of  a  freeman  by  the  actions  of  a  slave ;  but,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  have  kept  my  hte 
ttnsuliied."—  MILTON'S  D^ence  qftke  Pw/U  ^ England. 


0  MOTHBR  STATBl--*the  wiods   of 

March 
Blew  chili  o'er  Auburn's  Field  of 

God, 
Where,  slow,  beneath  a  leaden  arch 
Of  aky,  thy  mourning  children  trod. 

And  now,  with  all  thy  woods  in  leaf, 
Thy  fields  in  flower,  beside  thy  dead 

Thou  sittest,  in  thy  robes  of  grief, 
A  Rachel  yet  uncomforted  1 

And  once  again  the  oi)gan  swells, 
Once  more  the  flag  is  half-way  hung. 

And  yet  again  the  mournful  bells  * 
In  all  thy  steeple-towers  are  rung. 

And  T,  obedient  to  thy  will, 

Have  come  a  simple  wreath  to  lay, 

Superfluous,  on  a  grave  that  siill 
Is  sweet  with  all  the  flowers  of  May. 

1  take,  with  awe,  the  task  assigned ; 
It  may  be  that  my  friend  might  miss, 

In  his  new  sphere  of  heart  and  mind. 
Some  token  from  my  hand  in  this. 

By  many  a  tender  memory  moved. 
Along  the  past  my  thought  I  send  ; 

The  record  of  the  cause  he  loved 
Is  the  best  record  of  its  friend. 

No  trumpet  sounded  in  his  ear, 
He  saw  not  Sinai's  cloud  and  flame, 

But  never  yet  to  Hebrew  seer 
A  clearer  voice  of  duty  came. 

God  said  :  '*  Break  thou  these  yokes ; 
undo 

These  heavy  burdens.     T  ordain 
A  work  to  last  thy  whole  life  through, 

A  ministry  of  strife  and  pain. 

'*  Forego  thy  dreams  of  lettered  ease, 
Put  thou  the  scholar's  promise  by. 


The  rights  of  man  are  more  than  these.*' 
He   heattl,  and   answered:   "Here 
am  U" 

He  set  his  face  against  the  blast. 
His  feet  against  the  flinty  shard. 

Till  the  hard  service  grew,  at  la^. 
Its  own  exceeding  great  reward. 

Lifted  like  Saul's  above  the  crowd. 

Upon  his  kingly  forehead  fell 
The  first,  sharp  oolt  of  Slavery's  cloud. 

Launched  at  the  truth  he  urced  so 
well 

Ah  !  never  yet,  at  rack  or  stake. 

Was  sorer  loss  made  Freedom  s  pain. 
Than  his,  who  suffered  for  her  sake 

The  beak-torn  Titan's  lingering  pain! 

The  fixed  star  of  his  fiuth,  through  all 
Loss,   doubt,  and  peril,  shone  the 
same: 
As  through  a  night  of  storm,  some  tall. 
Strong   lighthouse    lifts    its   steady 
flame. 

Beyond  the  dust  and  smoke  he  saw 
llie  sheaves  of  freedom's  large  in- 
crease. 

The  holy  fanes  of  equal  law. 
The  New  Jerusalem  of  peace. 

The  weak  might  fear,  the  worldling 
mock. 

The  faint  and  blind  of  heart  regret ; 
All  knew  at  last  th*  eternal  rock 

On  which  his  forward  feet  were  set 

The  subtlest  scheme  of  compromise 
Was  folly  to  his  purpose  bold  ; 

The  strongest  mesh  of^ party  lies 
Weak  to  the  simplest  truth  he  told. 

One  language  held  his  heart  and  lip^ 
Straignt  onward  to  his  goal  he  trod* 
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And  proved  the  highest  statesmanship 
Obedience  to  the  voice  of  God. 

No   wail    was    in    his   voice, — none 
heard. 
When  treason's  storm-cloud  blackest 
grew, 
Thte  weakness  of  a  doubtful  word : 
His  duty,  and  the  end,  he  knew. 

The  first  to  smite,  the  first  to  spare  : 
When  once  the  hostile  ensigns  fell, 

He  stretched  out   hands  of  generous 
care 
To  lii^  the  foe  he  fought  so  well. 

For  there  was  nothing  base  or  small 
Or  craven  in  his  soul's  broad  plan  ; 

Forgiving  all  things  personal, 
He  hated  only  wrong  to  man. 

The  old  traditions  of  his  State, 
The  memories  of  her  great  and  good. 

Took  from  his  life  a  fresher  date. 
And  in  himself  embodied  stood. 

How  felt  the  greed  of  gold  and  place. 

The  venal  crew  that  schemed  and 
planned, 
The  fine  scorn  of  that  haughty  face, 

The  spuming  of  that  bribeless  hand  1 

If  than  Rome's  tribunes  statelier 
He  wore  |)is  senatorial  robe, 

His  lofty  port  was  all  for  her, 
The  one  dear  spot  on  all  the  globe. 

If  to  the  master's  plea  he  gave 
The  vast  contempt  his  manhood  felt, 

He  saw  a  brother  in  the  slave,  — 
With  man  as  equal  man  he  dealt. 

Proud  was  he?  If  his  presence  kept 
Its  grandeur  wheresoe'cr  he  trod, 

As  if  from  Plutarch's  gallery  stepped 
The  hero  and  the  demigod, 

None  failed,  at  least,  to  reach  his  ear. 
Nor  want  nor  woe  appwaled  in  vain  : 

The  homesick  soldier  knew  his  cheer, 
And  b}essed  him  from  his  ward  of 
pain. 

Safely  his  dearest  friends  may  own 
The  slight  defects  he  never  hid. 


The  surface-blemish  in  the  ston« 
Of  the  tall,  stately  pyramid. 

Suffice  it  that  he  never  brought 
His  conscience  to  the  public  mart ; 

But  lived  himself  the  truth  he  taught, 
White-souled,  clean-handed,  pure  of 
heart. 

What  if  he  felt  the  natural  pride 
Of  power  in  noble  use,  too  true 

With  thin  humilities  to  hide 
The  work  he  did,  the  lore  he  knew? 

Was  he  not  just  ?    Was  any  wronged 
By  that  assured  self-estimate  ? 

He  took  but  what  to  him  belonged, 
Unen  vibus  of  another's  state. 

Well  might  he   heed    tlie  words  he 
spake. 
And  scan  with  care  the  written  page 
Through  which  he  still  shall  warm  aud 
wake 
The  hearts  of  men  from  age  to  age. 

Ah  I  who  shall  blame  him  now  because 
He  solaced  thus  his  hours  of  pain  ! 

Should    not    the    o'erworn    thresher 
pause. 
And  hold  to  light  his  goldeu  grain  ? 

No  sense  of  humor  dropped  its  oil 
On  the  hard  ways  his  purpose  went ; 

Small  plav  of  fancy  lightened  toil : 
He  spake  alone  the  thing  he  meant. 

He  loved  his  books,  the  Art  that  hints 
A  beauty  veiled  behind  its  own. 

The  graver's  line,  the  pencil's  tints, 
The    chisel's    shape    evoked   from 
stone. 

He  cherishedi  void  of  selfish  ends, 
The  social  courtesies  that  bless 

And  sweeten  life,  and  loved  his  friends 
With  most  unworldly  tenderness. 

But  still  his  tired  eyes  rarely  teamed 
The  glad  relief  by  Nature  brought ; 

Her  mountain  ranges  never  turned 
His  current  of  persistent  thought. 

The  sea  rolled  chorus  to  his  speech 
Three  banked  like  Latium's  tall  tri- 
reme, 
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With  laboring  oars;  the   grove  and 
beach 
Were  Forum  and  the  Academe. 

riie  sensuous  joy  from  all  things  fair 
His  strenuous  bent  of  soul  repressed, 

And  left  from  youth  to  silvered  hair 
Few  hours    for   pleasure,   none  for 
rest. 

For  all  his  life  was  poor  without, 
O  Nature,  make  the  last  amends  I 

Train  all  thy  flowers  his  ^ve  about. 
And    make    thy    singing 'birds    his 
friends  I 

Revive  again,  thou  summer  rain. 
The  broken  turf  upon  his  bed  1 

Breathe,  summer  wind,  thy  tenderest 
strain 
Of  low,  sweet  music  overhead  I 

With  calm  and  beauty  symbolize 

The  peace  which  follows  long  annoy. 
And  lend  our    earth-bent,  mourning 

Some  hint  of  his  diviner  joy. 

For  safe  with  right  and  truth  he  is, 
As  God  lives  he  must  live  alway ; 

There  is  no  end  for  souls  like  his. 
No  night  for  children  of  the  day  I 

Nor  cant  nor  poor  solicitudes 
Made  weak  his  life's  great  argument ; 

Small  leisure  his  for  frames  and  moods 
Who  followed  Duty  where  she  went. 

The  broad,  fair  fields  of  God  he  saw 
Beyond  the  bigot's  narrow  bound  ; 

The  truths  he  moulded  into  law 
In  Christ's  beatitudes  he  found. 

His  State-craA  was  the  Golden  Rule, 
His  right  of  vote  a  sacred  trust  ; 

Clear,  over  threat  and  ridicule, 
All  heard  his  challenge :  "  I  s  i  t  just  ?  " 


And  when  the  hour  supreme  had  com«v 
Not  for  himself  a  thought  he  gave  : 

In  that  last  pang  of  martyrdom, 
His  care  was  for  the  half-freed  slave. 

Not  vainly  dusky  hands  upbore, 
I  n  prayer,  the  passing  soul  to  heaven 

Whose  mercy  to  His  suffering  poor 
Was  service  to  the  Master  given. 

Long  shall  the  good  State's  annals  tcil. 
Her    children's    children    long     be 
taught. 
How,  praised  or  blamed,  he  guarded 
well 
The  trust  he  neither  shunned  not 
aoughi. 

If  for  one  moment  turned  thy  face, 
O  Mother,  from  thv  son,  not  long 

He  waited  calmly  in  his  place 
llie    sure    remorse    which    foHow* 
wrong. 

Fomven  be  the  State  he  loved 
The  one  brief  lapse,  the  single  blot ; 

Forgotten  be  the  stain  lomoved, 
Her  righted  record  shows  it  not ! 

The  lifted  sword  above  her  shield 
With  jealous  care  shall  guard  hi? 
fame : 

The  pine-tree  on  her  ancient  field 
To  all  the  winds  shall  speak  his  name. 

The  marble  image  of  her  son 
Her  loving  hands  shall  yearly  crowb. 

And  from  her  pictured  Pantheon 
His  grand,  majestic  face  look  down 

O  State  so  passing  rich  before. 
Who  now  sbau  doubt  thy  highest 
claim  ? 
The  world  that  counts  thy  jewels  o'er 
Shall  longest   pause   at    SuMMut'a 
name  1 
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THE  PRAYER  OF  AGASSIZ. 

On  the  tsl«  of  Penikese^ 
Ringed  about  by  sapphire  seas, 
Fanned  by  breezes  salt  and  cool. 
Stood  the  Master  with  his  school. 
Over  sails  that  not  in  vain 
Wooed  the  west-wind's  steady  straiiii 
Line  of  coast  that  low  and  far 
Stretched  its  undulating  bar. 
Wings  aslant  along  the  rim 
Of  the  waves  they  stooped  to  skira, 
Rock  and  isle  and  glistening  bay. 
Fell  the  beautiful  white  day. 

Said  the  Master  to  the  youth  : 

'*  We  have  coroe  in  search  of  trv'.h, 

Trying  with  uncertain  key 

Door  by  door  of  mystery  ; 

We  are  reaching,  through  His  laws. 

To  the  garment-hem  of  Cause, 

Him,  the  endless,  unbegun. 

The  Unnamable,  the  One 

Ljeht  of  all  our  li^ht  the  Source, 

Lite  of  life,  and  Force  of  force. 

As  with  lingers  of  the  blind. 

We  are  groping  here  to  find 

What  the  hiero^Iynhics  mean 

Of  the  Unseen  m  ine  seen. 

What  the  Thought  which  underlies 

Nature's  masking  and  disguise. 

What  it  is  that  hides  beneath 

Blight  and  bloom  and  birth  and  death. 

By  past  efforts  ttnavailing, 

Doubt  and  error,  loss  and  failing. 

Of  our  weakness  made  aware, 

On  the  threshold  of  our  task 

Let  us  light  and  guidance  ask, 

Let  us  pause  in  silent  prayer  I  " 

Then  the  Master  in  his  place 
Bowed  his  head  a  little  space. 
And  the  leaves  by  soft  airs  stirred. 
Lapse  of  wave  and  cry  of  bird 
Left  the  solemn  hush  unbroken 
Of  that  wordless  prayer  unspoken, 
While  its  wish,  on  earth  unsaid. 
Rose  to  heaven  interpreted. 


As,  in  life's  best  hoars,  we  hear 
Bjr  the  spirit's  finer  ear 
His  low  voice  within  us,  thus 
The  All- Father  heareth  us  : 
And  his  holy  ear  we  pain 
With  our  noisy  words  f  nd  vaia 
Not  for  Him  our  violence 
Storming  at  vhe  gates  of  sense, 
His  the  primal  language,  h/'« 
The  eternal  silences  1 

Even  the  careless  h^art  was  moved, 
And  the  doubting  gave  assei>tt 
With  a  gesture  reverent. 
To  the  Master  well -beloved. 
As  thin  mists  are  glorified 
By  the  light  they  cannot  hide. 
Ail  who  gazed  upon  him  saw. 
Through  its  veil  of  tender  awe. 
How  his  face  was  still  uplit 
By  the  old  sweet  look  of  it. 
Hopeful,  trustful,  full  of  cheer, 
And  the  love  that  casts  out  fear 
Who  the  secret  may  declare 
Of  that  brief,  unuttered  prayer? 
Did  the  shade  before  him  coroe 
Of  th'  inevitable  doom, 
Of  the  end  of  earth  so  near. 
And  Eternity's  new  year  ? 

In  the  lap  of  sheltering  seas 
Rests  the  isle  of  Penikese  ; 
But  the  lord  of  the  domain 
Comes  not  to  his  own  again  : 
Where  the  eyes  that  follow  f»\\ 
On  a  vaster  sea  his  sail 
Drifts  beyond  our  beck  and  hail. 
Other  lips  within  its  bound 
Shall  the  laws  of  life  expound  : 
Other  eyes  from  rr>ck  and  shell 
Read  the  world's  old  riddles  well  : 
But  when  breezes  light  and  bland 
Blow  from  Summer's  blossomed  land^ 
When  the  air  is  glad  with  win^s, 
And  the  blithe  song-sparrow  sings, 
Manv  an  e^e  with  his  still  face 
Shall  the  livine  ones  displace, 
Many  an  ear  the  word  shall  seek 
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He  alone  could  fitly  speak. 
And  one  name  fore  verm  ore 
Shall  be  uttered  <»'er  and  o'er 
By  the  waves  that  ki»s  the  shore. 
By  the  curlew's  whisiie  sent 
Down  the  cool,  jsea-scented  air  ; 
In  ail  voices  known  to  her. 
Nature  owns  her  wc)r«>l\ipper, 
Half  in  triumph,  haiflamenL 
Thither  Love  shall  tearful  turn. 
Friendship  pau<>e  uncovered  there. 
And  the  wiM^st  reverence  learn 
From  the  Master's  sileoi  prayer. 


THE  FRIEND'S  BURIAL. 

My  thoughts  are  all  in  yonder  town. 
Where,  wept  by  many  tears, 

To-day  my  mother's  friend  lays  down 
The  burden  of  her  years. 

True  as  in  life,  no  poor  disguise 

Of  death  with  her  is  «4een. 
And  on  her  simple  casket  lies 

No  wreath  of  oloom  and  green. 

O,  not  for  her  the  flori?.t'»  art, 
The  mocking  weeds  of  woe, 

Dear  memories  in  each  mourner's  heart 
Like  heaven's  white  lilies  blow. 

And  all  about  the  softening  air 
Of  new-bom  sweetness  tells, 

And  the  ungathered  Nf  ay-flowers  wear 
The  tints  of  ocean  shells. 

The  old,  assuring  miracle 

Is  fresh  as  heretofore  ; 
And  earth  takes  up  its  parable 

Of  life  from  death  once  more. 

Here  organ-swell  and  church-bell  toll 
Methinks  but  distcord  were, — 

The  prayerful  silence  of  the  soul 
Is  best  befitting  her. 

No  sound  should  break  the  quietude 

Alike  of  earth  and  sky ;  — 
O  wandering  wind  in  Seabrook  wood. 

Breathe  but  a  half*heard  sigh  1 


Sing  softly,  spriQ^-bml,  far  her 
And  them  not  distant  sea. 

Lapse  lightly  as  if  Jesus  spake. 
And  then  wert  Galilee  \ 


For  all  her  quiet  life  flowed  on 
As  meadow  streamlets  flow. 

Where  fresher  green  iweab  akme 
The  noiseless  ways  they  go. 

From  ber  loved  place  of  prayer  I 
The  plain-robed  moomers  pass. 

With  slow  feet  treading  reverently 
The  graveyard's  spni^;ing  grass. 


Make  room,  O  monming  ones,  far  tat. 
Where.  like  the  friend  of  F^ral, 

That  you  no  more  her  face  shall  see 
You  sorrow  most  of  alL 

Her  path  shall  brighten  m<ite  and  more 

Unto  the  perfect  day  ; 
She  cannot  tail  of  peace  who  boce 

Such  peace  with  ber  away. 


O  sweet,  calm  face  that  seemed  to 

Tlie  look  of  sins  forgiven  I 
O  voice  of  prayer  that  seemed  to  bear 

Our  own  needs  up  to  heaven  ! 

How  reverent  in  our  midst  she  stood. 
Or  knelt  in  grateful  praise  ! 

What  grace  of  Christian  womanhood 
Was  in  her  household  ways ! 

For  still  her  holy  living  meant 

No  duty  left  undone  : 
The  heavenly  and  the  human  Uent 

Their  kindred  loves  in  one. 

And  if  her  life  small  leisure  found 

For  feasting  ear  and  eye. 
And  Pleasure,  on  her  daily  round. 

She  passed  unpausing  by. 

Yet  with  her  went  a  secret  sense 
Of  all  things  sweet  and  fair, 

And  Beauty's  gracious  providenca 
Refreshed  her  unawve. 

She  kept  her  line  of  rectitude 
With  love's  unconscious  ease ; 

Her  kindly  instincts  uodeiMood 
All  gentle  courtesiei. 
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An  inborn  charm  of  graciousness 
Made  sweet  her  smile  and  tone« 

And  ^loriAed  her  farm-wife  dress 
With  beauty  not  its  own. 

The  dear  Lord's  best  interpreters 

Are  hamb!e  human  souls  ; 
The  Gospel  of  a  life  like  hers 

is  more  than  books  or  scrolls. 

From  scheme  and  creed  the  light  goes 
out, 

The  saintly  £ict  survives  ; 
The  blessed  Master  none  can  doubt 

Revealed  in  holy  lives. 


JOHN  UNDERHILL. 

A  scoRB  of  years  had  come  and  gone 
Since  the  Pilgrims  landed  on  Plymouth 

stone, 
When  Captain  Underbill,  bearing  scars 
From    Indian  ambush    and   Flemish 

wars. 
Left  three-hilled  Boston  and  wandered 

down, 
East  by  nortit,  to  Cocheco  town. 

With  Vane  the  younger,  in  counsel 

sweet 
He  had  sat  at  Anna  Hutchinson's  feet. 
And,  when  the  bolt  of  banishment  fell 
On  the  head  ot  his  saintly  oracle. 
He  had  shared  her  ill  as  her  good  re- 
port, 
And  braved  the  wrath  of  the  General 
Court 

He  shook  from  his  feet  as  he  rode  away 
The  dust  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 
The  world  might  bless  and  the  world 

might  ban. 
What  did  it  matter  the  perfect  man. 
To  whom  the  freedom  of  earth  was 

given, 
Proof  against  sin,  and  sure  of  heaven? 

He  cheered  his  heart  as  he  rode  along 
With  screed  of  Scripture  and  holy  song. 
Or  thought  how  he  rode  with  his  lances 

free 
'^y  the  Lower  Rhine  and  the  Zuyder- 

Zee, 


Till  his  wood-path  grew  to  a  trodden 

road, 
And    Hilton    Point    in    the   distance 

showed. 

He  saw  the  church  with  the  block* 

house  nigh. 
The  two  fair  rivers,  the  flakes  thereby. 
And,  tacking  to  windward,   low  and 

crank. 
The   little   shallop   ftom    Strawberry 

Bank ; 
And  he  rose  in  his  stirrups  and  looked 

abroad 
Over  land  and  water,  and  praised  the 

Lord. 

Goodly  and  stately  and  grave  to  see. 
Into  the  clearing's  space  rode  he. 
With  the  sun  on  the  hilt  of  his  sword 

in  sheath. 
And  his  silver  buckles  and  spurs  be- 
neath. 
And  the  settlers  welcomed  him,  one  and 

all, 
From  swift  Quampeagan  to  Gonic  Fali> 

And  he  said  to  the  elders :  **  Lo^  I 
come 

As  the  way  seemed  open  to  seek  a 
home. 

Somewhat  the  Lord  hath  wrought  by 
my  hands 

In  the  Narragansett  and  Netherlands, 

And  if  here  ye  have  work  for  a  Chris- 
tian man, 

I  will  tarry,  and  serve  ye  as  best  I  can. 

**  I  boast  not  of  gifts,  but  fain  would 

own 
The  wonderful  favor  God  hath  shown, 
1  he  special  mercv  vouchsafed  one  day 
On  the  shore  of  I^arragansett  Bay, 
As  I  sat,  with  my  pipe,  from  the  camp 

aside, 
And  mused  like  Isaac  at  eventide. 

"  A  sudden  sweetness  of  peace  I  found, 
A  garment  of  gladness  wrapped  me 

round  : 
I  felt  from  the  law  of  works  released. 
The  strife  of  the  flesh  and  spirit  ceased, 
My  faith  to  a  full  assurance  grew. 
And  all  I  had  hoped  for  myself  I  knew. 
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**  Now,  at  God  appoioteth,  I  keep  my 

way, 
I  shall  not  stumble,  I  shall  not  stray  : 
He  hath  taken  away  my  fig-leaf  dress, 
I  wear  the  robe  of  his  righteousness ; 
And  the  shaAs  of  Satan  no  more  avail 
Than    Pequot   arrows    on    Christian 

mail*' 

"Tarry  with  us,"  the  settlers  cried, 
"Thou  man  of  God,  as  our  ruler  and 

guide." 
And  Captain  Underbill  bowed  hisheadi. 
**  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done  1 "  he 

said. 
And  the  morrow  beheld  him  sitting 

down 
In  the  ruler's  seat  in  Cocheco  town. 

And  he  jadsed  therein  as  a  just  man 

should  ; 
His  words  were  wise  and  his  rule  was 

good  ; 
He  coveted  not  his  neighbor's  land, 
From  the  holding  of  bribes  he  shook 

his  hand  ; 
And  through  the  camps  of  the  heathen 

ran 
A  wholesome  fear  of  the  valiant  man. 

But  the  heart  is  deceitful,  the  good 

Book  saith. 
And  life  hath  ever  a  savor  of  death, 
llirough  hymns  of  triumph  the  tempter 

calls. 
And  whoso  thinketh  he  standeth  falls. 
Alas  !  ere  their  round  the  seasons  ran. 
There  was  grief  in  the  soul  of  the 

saintly  man. 

The  tempter's  arrows  that  rarely  fail 
Had  found  the  joints  of  his  spiritual 

mail ; 
And  men  took  note  of  his  gloomy  air. 
The  shame  in  his  eye,  the  hah  in  his 

prayer, 
The  sif^s  of  a  battle  lost  within. 
The  pain  of  a  soul  in  the  coils  of  sin. 

Then  a  whisper  of  scandal  linked  his 

name 
With  broken  vows  and  a  life  of  blame  : 
And  the  people  looked  askance  on  him 
As  be  walked  among  them  sullen  and 

grim, 


ni  at  ease,  and  bitter  of  word, 
And  prompt  of  quarrel  with  hand  or 
sword. 

None  knew  how,  with  prayer  and  fast- 
ing still. 
He  strove  in  the  bonds  of  his  evil  will ; 
But  he  shook  himself  like  Samson  ai 

length, 
And  girded  anew  his  loins  of  strength. 
And  bade  the  crier  go  up  and  down 
And  call  together  the  wondering  town. 

Jeer  and  murmur  and  shaking  of  head 
Ceased  as  he  rose  in  his  place  and  said : 
"Men,  brethren,  and  fathers,  well  ye 

know 
How  I  came  among  you  a  year  ago, 
Strong  in  the  faith  that  my  soul  watt 

freed 
From  sin  of  feeling,   or  thought,  or 

deed. 

"  I  have  sinned,  I  own  it  with  grief 

and  shame, 
But  not  with  a  lie  on  my  lips  I  came. 
In  my  blindness  I  verily  thought  my 

'  heart 
Swept  and  gamished  in  every  part. 
He  ch»rgeth  His  angels  witn  folly; 

He  sees 
The  heavens  unclean.    Was  I  mor* 

than  these? 

"  I  urge  no  plea.    At  your  feet  I  lay 
The  trust  you  gave  me,  and  go  my  way. 
Hate  me  or  pity  me,  as  you  will. 
The  Lord  will  have  mercy  on  sinner* 

still ; 
And  I,  who  am  chiefest,  say  to  all, 
Watch  and  pray,  lest  ye  also  fall." 

No  voice  made  answer  :  a  sob  so  low 
That  only  his  quickened  ear  could  know 
Smote  his  heart  with  a  bitter  pain. 
As  into  the  forest  he  rode  again. 
And  the  veil  of  its  oaken  leaves  shut 

down 
On  his  latest  glimpse  of  Cocheco  town. 

Crystal-clear  on  the  man  of  sin 
The  streams  flashed  up,  and  the  sky 
shone  in  ; 
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On  his  cheek  of  (ever  the  cool  wind 

blew. 
The  leaves  dropped  on  him  their  tears 

of  dew. 
And  angels  oif  God,  in  the  pure,  sweet 

guise  , 

Of  flowers,  looked  on   him  with  sad 

sarprise. 

Was  his  ear  at  fault  that  brook  and 
breeze 

Sang  in  iheir  saddest  of  minor  keys  ? 

What  was  it  the  mournful  wood-thrush 
said? 

What  whispered  the  pine-trees  over- 
head? 

Did  he  hear  the  Voice  on  his  lonely 
way 

That  Adam  heard  in  the  cool  of 
day? 

Into  the  desert  alone  rode  he, 

Alone  with  the  Infinite  Purity : 

And,  bowing  his  soul  to  its  tender  re* 

buke, 
As  Peter  did  to  the  Master's  look. 
He  measured  his  path  with  prayers  of 

pain 
For  p^ce  with  God  and  nature  again. 

And  in  after  years  (o  Cocheco  came 
The  bruit  of  a  once  familiar  name  ; 
How  among  the  Dutch  of  New  Neth- 
erlands, 
From  wild  Danskamer    to    Haarlem 

sands, 
A  penitent  soldier  preached  the  Word, 
And  smote  the  heathen  with  Gideon's 
sword  I 


And  the  heart  of  Boston  was  glad  to 

hear 
How  he  harried  the  foe  on  the  long 

frontier, 
And  heaped  on  the  land  against  him 

barred 
The  coals  of  his  generous  watch  and 

ward. 
Frailest  and  bravest  I  the  Bay  State 

stilt 
Couota  with  her  worthies  John  Under- 

hili. 


IN  QUEST. 

Havb  I  not  voyitged,  friend  beloved, 

with  thee 
On  the  great  waters  of  the  unsounded 

sea, 
Momently  listening  with  suspended  oar 
For  the  low  rote  of  waves   upon  a 

shore 
Changeless    as  heaven,  where  never 

fog-cloud  drifts 
Over  its  windless  woods*  nor  mirage 

lifts 
The  steadfast  hills  ;  where  never  birds 

of  doubt 
Sing  to  mislead,  and  every  dream  dies 

out. 
And  the  dark  riddles  which  perplex  us 

here 
In  the  sharp  solvent  of  its  light  are 

clear  ? 
Thou  knowest  how  vain  our  quest : 

how,  soon  or  late, 
The  baffling  tides  and  circles  of  de* 

bate 
Swept  back  our  bark  unto  its  starting^ 

place, 
Where,  looking  forth  upon  the  blank, 

gray  space, 
And  round  about  us  seeing,  with  sad 

eves. 
The  same  old  difficult  hills  and  cloud- 
cold  skies, 
We  said :  "  This  outward  search  avail- 

eth  not 
To  find  Him.    He  is  farther  than  we 

thought, 
Or,  haply,  nearer.     To  this  very  spot 
Whereon  we  wait,  this  commonplace 

of  home. 
As    to  the  well  of  Jacob,    He    may 

come 
And  icH  us  all  things."    As  I  listened 

there. 
Through    the    expectant    silences    of 

prayer, 
Somewhat   I  seemed  to  hear,  which 

hath  to  me 
Been  hope,  strength,  comfort,  and  I 

give  It  thee. 

"  The  riddle  of  the  world  is  understood 
Only  by  htm  who  feels  that  God  is 
good, 
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As  only  lie  can  feel  who  makes  his  love 

'i'he  ladder  of  his  (iith,  and  climbs 
above 

On  th'   rounds  of  his  best  instincts ; 
draws  no  line 

Between  mere  human  goodness  and 
divine. 

But.  judging  God  by  what  in  him  is 
best. 

With  a  child's  tnist  leans  on  a  Father's 
breast. 

And  hears  unmoved   the  old  creeds 
^  babble  still 

Of  kingly  power  and  dread  caprice  t^ 
will. 

Chary  of  blessing,  prodigal  of  curse. 

The  pitiless  doomsman  of  the  universe. 

Can  haired  ask  far  love  ?    Can  Selfish- 
ness 

Invite  to  self-denial  ?    Is  He  less 

Than  man  in  kindly  dealing  ?    Can  He 
break 

His  own  great  law  of  fatherhood,  for- 
sake 

And  curse    His    children?     Not   for 
earth  and  heaven 

Can  separate  tables  of  the  law  be  piven 

Mo  rule  can  bind  which  He  himself  de- 
nies; 

The  truths  of  time  are  not  eternal  lies. " 

So  heard  I :  and  the  chaos  round  me 

spread 
To    light     and     order    grew;     and. 

"Lord,"  I  said, 
**  Our  sins  are  our  tormentors,  worst  of 

all 
Felt  in  distrustful  shame  that  dares  not 

call 
Upon  Thee  as  our  Father.    We  have 

set 
A  strange  god  up,  but  Thou  remain- 

est  yet. 
All  that  I  feel  of  pity  Thou  hast  known    j 
Before   I   was;    my  best   is  all  Thy 

own. 
From  Thy  great    heart  of  goodness 

mine  but  drew 
Wishes  and    prayers ;    but    Thou,'  O 

Lord,  wilt  do. 
In  Thy  own  time,  by  ways  I  cannot 

see. 
All  that   I    feel  when    I  am  nearest 

ITieel" 


A  SEA  DREAM. 

We  saw  the  slow  tides  go  and  come. 

The  curving  sorf-lines  lightly  drawn. 
The  eray  rocks  touched  with  tender 
oloom 
Beneath    the   firesfaUown    nne   of 
dawn. 


We  saw  in  richer  sunsets  lost 

The  sombre  pomp  oi  showery  noons  ;  i 
And  signalled  spectral  sails  that  crossed  ' 

The  weird,  low  light  of  rising  mc 


On  stormy  eves  firon  diff  and  bead 
We  -saw  the  white  spray  tossed  and 
spumed  ; 

While  o\*er  all,  in  gold  and  red. 
Its  face  of  fire  the  lighthouse  turned. 

llw  rail-car  brought  its  daily  crowds. 
Half  curious,  half  indifferent. 

Like  passing  sails  or  floating  douds. 
We  saw  them  as  they  came  and  went 

But,  one  calm  mominjg,  as  we  lay 
And  watched  the  mirage-lifted  wall 

Of  coast,  across  the  dreamy  bay. 
And  heard  aiar  the  curlew  call. 

And  nearer  voices,  wild  or  tame. 
Of  airy  flock  and  childish  throng; 

Up  from  the  water's  ed^  there  camft 
Faint  snatches  of  iamiliar  soug. 

Careless  we  heard  the  singer's  choice 
Of  old  and  common  airs  ;  at  last 

The  tender  pathos  of  his  %'oioe 
In  one  low  chanson  held  us  fasX, 

A  song  that  mingled  joy  and  pain. 
And  memories  old  and  sadly  sweet ; 

While,  timing^  to  its  minor  strain. 
The  waves  in  lapsing  cadence  beat 


The  waves  are  glad  in  breeze  and 
The  rocks  are  fringed  with  foam ; 

I  walk  once  more  a  haunted  slmra^ 
A  stranger,  j'el  at  home,  — 
A  land  of  dreams  I  roam. 

Is  this  the  wind,  the  soft  sea- wind 
That  stirred  thy  locks  of  brorini  ? 
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Are  these  the  rocks  whose  mosses  knew 
The  trail  of  thy  light  gowo, 
Where  boy  and  girl  sat  down  ? 

I  see  the  gray  fort's  broken  wall. 
The  boats  that  rock  below ; 

And,  out  at  sea,  the  passing  sails 
We  saw  so  long  ago 
Rose-red  in  morning's  glow. 

The  freshness  of  the  early  time 

On  every  breeze  is  blown  ; 
As  glad  the  sea,  as  blue  the  sky^  — 

The  change  is  ours  alone ; 

The  saddest  is  my  own. 

A  stranger  now,  a  world-worn  man, 

Is  he  who  bears  my  name  ; 
But  thou,  methinks,  whose  mortal  life 

Immortal  youth  became, 

Art  evermore  the  same. 

Thou  art  not  here,  thou  art  not  there, 
Thy  place  I  cannot  see  ; 

I  only  know  that  where  thou  art 
The  blessed  angels  be. 
And  heaven  is  glad  for  thee. 

Foreive  me  if  the  evil  years 
Have  left  on  me  their  sign  ; 

Wash  out,  O  soul  so  beautiful, 
The  many  stains  of  mine 
lo  tears  of  love  divine  ! 

I  could  not  look  on  thee  and  live. 

If  thou  wert  by  my  side ; 
The  vision  of  a  shining  one. 

The  white  and  heavenly  bride. 

Is  well  to  me  denied. 

But  turn  to  me  thy  dear  gprl-face 
Without  the  angel's  crown, 

The  wedded«roses  of  thy  lips, 
Thy  loose  hair  rippling  down 
In  waves  of  golden  brown. 

Look  forth  once  more  through  space 
and  time. 

And  let  thy  sweet  shade  fall 
In  tenderest  grace  of  soul  and  form 

On  memory's  frescoed  wall.    ■ 

A  shadow,  and  yet  all  I 

Draw  near,  more  near,  forever  dear  I 
Where'er  I  rest  or  roam. 


Or  in  the  citv's  crowded  streets, 
Or  by  the  blown  sea  foam, 
The  thought  of  thee  is  home  ! 


At  breakfast  hour  the  singer  read 
The  city  news,  with  comment  wise. 

Like  one  who  felt  the  pulse  of  trade 
Beneath  his  finger  fall  and  rise. 

His  look,  his  air,  his  curt  speech,  told 
The  man  of  action,  not  of  books, 

To  whom  the  corners  made  in  gold 
And  stocks  were  more  than  seaside 
nooks. 

Of  life  beneath  the  life  confessed 
His  song  had  hinted  unawares ; 

Of  flowers  in  traffic's  ledgers  pressed. 
Of  human  hearts  in  bulls  and  bears. 

But  eyes  in  vain  were  turned  to  watch 
That  face  so  hard  and  shrewd  and 
strong ;  ^ 

And  ears  in  vain  grew  sharp  to  catch 
The  meaning  of  tliat  morning  song. 

In  vain  some  sweet-voiced  querist 
sought 

To  sound  him,  leaving  as  she  came ; 
Her  baited  album  only  caught 

A  common,  unromantic  name. 

No  word  betrayed  the  mystery  fine. 
That    trembled     on     the    singer's 
tongue : 

He  came  and  went,  and  left  no  sign 
Behind  him  save  the  song  he  sung. 


A   MYSTERY. 

The  river  hemmed  with  leaning  trees 
Wound  through  its  meadows  green ; 

A  low,  blue  line  of  mountains  showed 
The  open  pines  between. 

One  sharp,  tall  peak  above  them  all 
Clear  into  sunlight  sprang  : 

I  saw  the  river  of  my  dreams. 
The  mountains  that  I  sang  I 

No  clew  of  memory  led  me  on. 
But  well  the  ways  I  knew ; 
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A  feeling  of  familiar  things 
With  every  footstep  grew. 

Not  other>K-ise  above  its  crag 
Could  lean  the  blasted  nine  ; 

Not  otherwise  the  maple  nold 
Aloft  its  red  ensigiL 

So  up  the  long  and  shorn  foot-hiils 
The  mountain  road  should  creep  : 

So,  green  and  low,  the  meadow  fold 
Its  red-haired  kine  asleep. 

The  river  wound  as  it  should  wind  ; 

Their  place  the  mountains  took  ; 
Tlie  white  torn  fringes  of  their  clouds 

Wore  no  unwonted  look ; 

Yet  ne'er  before  that  river's  rim 
Was  pressed  by  feet  of  mine. 

Never  before  mine  eyes  had  crossed 
That  broken  mountain  line. 

A  presence,  strange  at  once  and  known, 

Walked  with  me  as  my  guide  ; 
The  skirts  of  some  forgotten  life 

Trailed  noiseless  at  my  side- 
Was  it  a  dim-remembered  dream  ? 

Or  glimpse  through  aeons  old? 
The  secret  which  the  mountains  kept 

The  river  never  told. 

But  from  the  vision  ere  it  passed 

A  tender  hope  I  drew. 
And,  pleasant  as  a  dawn  of  spring, 

The  thought  within  me  grew, 

That  love  would  temper  every  change, 

And  soften  all  surprise, 
And,  mi^ty  with  the  dreams  of  earth. 

The  hills  of  Heaven  arise. 


CONDUCTOR   BRADLEY. 

Conductor  Bradley,  (always  may 
his  name 

Be  said  with  reverence !)  as  the  swift 
doom  came, 

Smitten  to  death,  a  crushed  and  man- 
gled frame, 


Sank,  with  the  brake  he  fmqxd  jnsi 

where  he  stood 
To  do  the  utmost  that  a  brave  ni»n 

could. 
And  die,  if  needful,   as  a  true   ma» 

should. 

Men    stooped    above    him:    women 

dropped  their  tears 
On  that  poor  wreck  beyond  all  hopes 

or  fears. 
Lost  in  the  strength  and  glory  of  kis 

years. 

What  heard  they?    Lol  the  ghastly 

lips  of  pain. 
Dead  to  all  thought  save  duty\  moved 

again : 
"Put  out  the  signals  for   the  other 

train  I " 

No  nobler  utterance  since  the  world 

began 
From  lips  of  saint  or  martyr  ever  ran. 
Electric,   through  the  sympathies  of 

man. 

Ah  me !  how  poor  and  noteless  seetn 

to  this 
The  sick-bed  dramas  of  self-conscious- 

ness, 
Our  iiensual  fears  of  pain  and  hopes  of 

bliss! 

O,  grand,  supreme  endeavor  I  Not  iu 
vain 

That  last  brave  act  of  failing  tongue 
and  brain  ! 

Freighted  with  life  the  downward  rush- 
ing train, 

Following  the  wrecked  one,  as  wave 
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follows  wave. 
Obeyed  the  warning  which  the  dead 

lips  gave. 
Others  he  saved,  himself  he  could  not 

save. 

Nay,  the  lost  life  was  saved.    He  is 

not  dead 
Who  in  his  record  still  the  earth  shall 

tread 
With  God's  clear  aureole  shining  round 

his  head. 
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We  bow  as  in  the  dust,  with  all  our  pride 
Of  virtue  dwarted  the  noble  deed  be* 

•  side. 
God  give  us  grace  to  live  as  Bradley 
died  I 


CHILD-SONGS. 

Still  linger  iu  our  noon  of  time 

And  on  our  Saxon  toqgue 
The  echoes  of  the  home-bom  hymns 

The  Aryan  mothers  sung. 

And  childhood  had  its  litanies 

In  every  age  and  clime  ; 
The  earliest  cradles  of  the  race 

Were  rocked  to  poet's  rhyme. 

Nor  sky,  nor  wave,  nor  tree,  nor  flower, 
Nor  green  earth's  virgin  sod, 

So  moved  the  singer's  heart  of  old 
As  these  small  ones  of  God. 

The  mystery  of  unfolding  life 
Was  more  than  dawning  morn. 

Than  opening  flower  or  crescent  moon 
The  human  soul  new-born  1 

And  still  to  childhood's  sweet  appeal 

The  heart  of  genius  turns, 
And  more  than  all  the  sages  teach 

From  lisping  voices  learns,  — 

The  voices  loved  of  hira  who  sang, 
Where  Tweed  and  Tevioi  glide. 

That  sound  to-day  on  all  the  winds 
Tliat  blow  from  Rydal-side,  — 

Heard  in  the  Teuton's  household  songs. 

And  folk-lore  of  the  Finn, 
Where'er  to  holy  Christmas  hearths 

The  Christ-child  enters  in  I 

Before  life's  sweetest  mystery  still 
The  heart  in  reverence  kneels  ; 

The  wonder  of  the  primal  birth 
The  latest  mother  feels. 

We  need  love's  tender  lessons  taught 

As  only  weakness  can  ; 
God  hath  his  small  interpreters  ; 

The  child  must  teach  the  man. 


We  wander  wide  through  evil  years, 
Our  e^es  of  faith  grow  dim  ; 

But  he  is  freshest  from  His  hands 
And  nearest  unto  Him  ! 

And  haply,  pleading  long  with  Him 
For  sin -sick  hearts  and  cold. 

The  angels  of  our  childhood  still 
The  Father's  face  behold. 

Of  such  the  kingdom  !  —  Teach  thou 
us, 

O  Master  most  divine. 
To  feel  the  deep  significance 

Of  these  wise  words  of  thine  I 

The  haughty  eye  shall  seek  in  vain 

What  innocence  beholds ; 
No  cunning  finds  the  key  of  heaven, 

No  strength  its  gate  unfolds. 

Alone  to  guilelessness  and  love 

That  gate  shall  open  fall ; 
The  mind  of  pride  is  nothingness, 

The  childlike  heart  is  all  ! 


THE   GOLDEN  WEDDING 
LONGWOOD. 
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With  fifty  years  between  you  and  your 
well-kept  wedding  vow. 

The  Golden  Age,  old  friends  of  mine, 
is  not  a  table  now. 

And,  sweet  as  has  life's  vintage  been 
through  all  your  pleasant  past. 

Still,  as  at  Cana's  marriage- feast,  the 
best  wine  is  the  last ! 

Again  before  me,  with  your  names,  fair 
Chester's  landscape  comes, 

Its  meadows,  woods,  and  ample  bams, 
and  quaint,  stone-builded  homes. 

The  smooth-shom  vales,  the  wheaten 
slopes,  the  boscage  green  and  soft. 

Of  which  their  poet  sings  so  well  from 
towered  Cedarcroft. 

And  lo  I  from  all  the  country-side  come 
neighbors,  kith  and  kin  ; 

From  city,  hamlet,  farm-house  old,  thr 
wedding  guests  come  in. 
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And  they  who,  without  Bcrip  or  parse, 
mob-hunted,  travel*worn. 

In  Freedom's  age  of  martyrs  came,  as 
victors  now  return. 

Older  and  slower,  yet  the  same,  files  in 

the  long  array. 
And  hearts  are  light  and  eyes  are  glad, 

though  heads  are  badger-gray. 

The  fire-tried  men  of  Thirty-eight  who 

saw  with  me  the  fall. 
Midst  roaring  flames  and  shouting  mob, 

of  Pennsylvania  Hall ; 

And  they  of  Lancaster  who  turned  the 

cheeks  of  tyrants  pate, 
Singing  of  freedom  thTY>u^h  the  grates 

of  Moyamensing  jail  1 

And  haply  with  them,  all  unseen,  old 
comrades,  gone  before, 

Pass,  silently  as  shadows  pass,  within 
your  open  door,  — 

The  eagle  ^^^  of  Lindley  Coates,  brave 

Garrett's  daring  zeal, 
The  Christian  grace  of  Pennock,  the 

steadfast  heart  of  Neal. 

Ah  me !  beyond  all  power  to  name,  the 
worthies  tried  and  true. 

Grave  men,  fair  women,  youth  and 
maid,  pass  by  in  hushed  review. 

Of  varying  faiths,  a  common  cause 
fused  all  their  hearts  in  one. 

God  give  them  now,  whate'er  their 
names,  the  peace  of  duty  done ! 

How  gladly  would  I  tread  again  the 
old-remembered  places, 

Sit  down  beside  your  hearth  once  more 
and  look  in  the  dear  old  Uces  I 

And  thank  you  for  the  lessons  your  fifty 

years  are  teaching. 
For  honest  lives  that  louder  speak  than 

half  our  noisy  preaching  ; 

For  your  steady  iaith  and  courage  in 
that  dark  and  evil  time, 

When  the  Golden  Rule  was  treason, 
and  to  feed  the  hungry,  crime ; 


For  the  poor  slave's  house  of  rcAige 
Hi  hen  the  bounds  were  on  his 
track. 

And  saint  and  sinner,  church  and  state, 
joined  hands  to  send  him  back. 

Blessings  upon  you  I  —  What  you  did 
for  eacli  sad,  sufTenng  one. 

So  homeless,  faint,  and  naked,  unto 
our  Lord  was  done  1 

Fair  fall  on  Kennett's  pleasant  vales 
and  Longwood's  bowery  wajr* 

The  mellow  sunset  of  your  lives,  friends 
of  my  early  days. 

May  many  more   of  quiet   years  b* 

added  to  your  sum, 
And,  late  at  last,  in  tenderest  love,  the 

beckoning  angel  come. 

Dear  hearts  are  here,  dear  hearts  are 
there,  alike  below,  above  : 

Our  ft'iends  are  now  in  either  wond, 
and  love  is  sure  of  love. 


KINSMAN. 

DIKD  AT  THK  ISI^ND  OF   PA  KAY  (PSI- 
LIPPINE  group),  AGBIl  I9  YBARS 

Where  ceaseless  Spring  her  garland 
twines. 

As  sweetlv  shall  the  loved  one  rest» 
As  if  beneath  the  whispering  pines 

And  maple  shadows  of  the  WesL 

Ye  mourn,  O  hearts  of  home  !  for  him, 

But,  haply,  mourn  ye  not  alone  ; 
For  him  sJiall  far-off  eyes  be  dim. 

And  pity  speak  in  tongues  unknown- 
There  needs  no  ^ven  line  to  give 

I'he  story  of  his  blameless  youth ; 
All  hearts  shall  throb  intuitive, 

And  nature  guess  the  simple  truth. 

The  very  meaning  of  hb  name 
Shall  many  a  tender  tribute  win ; 

The  stranger  own  his  sacred  daim. 
And  all  the  world  shall  be  hit  kin. 


VESTA.  --I   CHRISTMAS  CARMEN. 
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And  there,  as*  herf.,  ca  main  and  isle, 
Th*  dew4  of  holv  peac^  shall  ia.l, 

The  same  sweet  heavens  above  him 
smile. 
And  God*ft  dear  love  be  over  all  I 


VESTA. 

O    Christ  of  God  I  whoae  life  and 
death 

Our  own  have  reconciled, 
If  oet  quietly,  most  tenderly 

Take  home  thy  star-named  child  ! 

Tby  grace  is  in  her  patient  eyes. 
Thy  words  arc  on  her  tongue  ; 

The  very  silence  round  her  seems 
As  if  the  angels  sung. 

Her  smile  is  as  a  listening  child's 
Who  hears  its  mother  call  : 

The  lilies  of  Thy  perfect  peace 
About  her  pillow  fall. 

She  leans  firom  out  our  clinging  arms, 

To  rest  herself  in  Thine  ; 
Alone  to  Thee,  dear  Lord,  can  we 

Our  well-beloved  resign  ! 

O,  less  for  her  than  for  ourselves 
We  bow  our  heads  aud  pray  ; 

Her  setting  star,  like  Bethlehem's, 
To  Thee  shall  point  the  way  ! 


THE  HEALER. 

TO  A  YOUNG  PHYSICIAN,  WITH  DOR**S 
PICTURB  OF  CHRIST  Hli.Al.kNG  THE 
SICK. 

So  Stood  of  old  the  holy  Chrisc 
Amidst  the  suffering  throng ; 

With  whom  his  lightest  touch  sufficed 
To  make  the  weakest  strong. 

That  healing  gift  he  lends  to  them 

Who  use  It  in  his  name  ; 
the  power  that  filled  his  gam.eiit'» 
hem 
Is  evermore  the  same. 

3» 


For  lo  !  in  human  hearts  unseen 

The  Healer  dwelleth  still. 
And  they  who  make  his  temples  clean 

The  best  subserve  his  will. 

llie  holiest  Usk  by  Heaven  decreed. 

An  errand  all  divine, 
The  burden  of  our  common  need 

To  render  less  is  thine. 

The  paths  of  pain  are  thine.    Go  forth 
With  patience,  trust,  and  hope  ; 

The  iuflferings  of  a  sin-sick  earth 
ShaJl  give  thee  ample  scope. 

Beside  the  unveiled  mysteries 

Of  life  and  death  go  stand, 
With  guarded  lips  and  reverent  eyes 

And  pure  of  heart  and  hand. 

So  shalt  thon  be  with  power  endued 
From  Him  who  went  about 

The  Syrian  hillsides  doing  good. 
And  casting  demons  out. 

That  Good  Physician  liveth  yet 
Thy  friend  and  guide  to  be  ; 

The  Healer  by  Gennesaret 
Shall  walk  the  rounds  with  thee. 


A  CHRISTMAS  CARMEN. 

I. 

Sound  over  all  waters,  reach  out  from 

all  lands. 
The  chorus  of  voices,  the  clasping  of 

hands ; 
Sing  hyrnns  that  were  sung  by  the  siars 

of  the  mom. 
Sing  songs  of  the  angels  when  Jesus 

was  born  t 
With  glad  jubilations 
Hring  nope  to  the  nations! 
The  dark  nignt  is  ending  and  dawn  has 

begun  : 
Rise,  ho(te  of  the  ages,  arise  like  the 

sun, 
AH  speech  flow  to  music,  all  hearts 

beat  as  one  1 
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Siog  the  bridal  of  nations  I  with  chorals 

of  love 
Sing  out  the  war-vulture  and  sing  in 

the  dove, 
Till  the  hearts  of  the  peoples  keep  time 

in  accord, 
And  the  voice  of  the  world  is  the  voice 

of  the  Lord  ! 
Clasp  hands  of  the  nations 
In  strong  gratulaiions : 
The  dark  night  is  ending  and  dawn  has 

begun : 
Rise,  hope  of  the  ages,  arise  like  the 

sun, 
All  speech  flow  to  music,  all  hearts 

beat  as  one  I 

III. 

Blow,  bugles  of  battle,  the  marches  of 

peace; 
East,   west,  north,  and  south  let  the 

long  quarrel  cease  : 
Sing  the  song  of  great  joy  that  the 

angels  began, 
Sing  of  glory  to  God  and  of  good-will 

to  man  I 
Hark  !  joining  in  chorus 
The  heavens  bend  o'er  us  1 
The  dark  night  is  ending  and  dawn  has 

begun ; 
Rise,  hope  of  the  ages,  arise  like  the 

sun, 
All  speech  flow  to  music,  all  hearts 

beat  as  one  1 


HYMN 

FOR      THB     OPENING     OP     PLYMOOTH 
CHURCH,   ST.    PAUU   MINNESOTA. 

All  thincs  are  Thine  :  no  gift  have  we. 
Lord  of  all  gifts  !  to  offer  Thee  ; 
And   hence  with    grateful    hearts  to- 
day, 
Thy  own  before  Thy  feet  we  lay. 

Thy  will  was  in  the  builders*  thought ; 
Thy  hand  unseen  amidst  us  wrought ; 
Through  mortal  motive,  scheme  and 

plan. 
Thy  wise  eternal  purpose  ran. 

No  lack  Thy  perfect  fulness  knew ; 
For  human  needs  and  longings  grew 
This  house  of  prayer,   this  home  of 

rest. 
In  the  fair  garden  of  the  West 

In  weakness  and  in  want  we  call 

On  Thee  for  whom  the  heavens  ai-e 

small ; 
Thy  glory  is  Thy  children's  good. 
Thy  joy  Thy  tender  Fatherhood. 

O  Father  !  deign  these  walls  to  blesa  « 
Fill  with  Thy  love  their  emptiness : 
And  let  their  door  a  gateway  be 
To  lead  us  from  ourselves  to  Thee  1 


POEMS   BY   ELIZABETH   H.   WHITTIER. 


THE  DREAM  OF  ARGYLE. 

Earthly  arms  no  more  uphold  him 
On  his  prison's  stony  floor ; 

Waiting  death  in  his  lai^t  slumber. 
Lies  the  doomed  MacCallum  More. 

And  he  dreams  a  dream  of  boyhood  ; 

Ri.se  again  his  heathery  hills, 
Sound  aeain  the  hound's  long  baying, 

Cry  oi  moor-fowl,  laugh  of  rills. 


Now  he  stands  amidst  his  clansroea 
In  the  low,  long  banquet-hall, 

Over  grim,  ancestral  armor 
Sees  the  ruddy  flrelight  fall. 

Once  again,  with  pulses  beating. 
Hears  the  wandering  minstrel  teU 

How  Montrose  on  Inverary 
Thief-like  from  his  mountains  fell. 

Down  the  glen,  beyond  the  castle. 
Where  the  linn's  swift  waters  shine. 


L/xVES. 
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Round  the  youthful  heir  ol  Argyle 
Shy  feet  glide  and  yf,h'nc  amis  twine. 

Fairest  of  the  rustic  dancers. 

Blue-eyed  Effie  smiles  once  more, 

Bends  to  him  her  snooded  tresses. 
Treads  with  him  the  grassy  floor. 

Now  he  hears  the  pipes  lamenting. 
Harpers  for  his  mother  mourn. 

Slow,  with  sable  plume  and  pennon, 
To  her  cairn  of  burial  borne. 

Then  anon  his  dreams  are  darker, 
Sounds  of  battle  fill  his  ears, 

And  ihe  pibroch's  mournful  wailing 
For  his  father's  fall  he  hears. 

Wild  Lochaber's  mountain  echoes 
Wail  in  concert  for  the  dead. 

And  Loch  Awe's  deep  waters  murmur 
For  the  Campbell's  glory  fled  1 

Fierce  and  strong  the  godlessf  tyrants 

Trample  the  apostate  land, 
While  her  poor  and  faithful  remnant 

Wait  for  the  Avenger's  hand. 

Once  again  at  Tnverary, 

Years  of  wcar^  exile  o'er. 
Armed  to  lead  his  scattered  clansmen. 

Stands  the  bold  MacCallum  More. 

Once  again  to  battle  calline 

Sound    the  war-pipes   tnrough  the 
glen  ; 
And  the  court-yard  of  Dunstaffnage 

Rings  with  tread  of  arm^d  men. 

All  is  lost  I    The  godless  triumph. 
And  the  faithful  ones  and  true 

From  the  scaffold  and  the  prison 
Covenant  with  God  anew. 

On  the  darkness  of  his  dreaming 
Great  and  sudden  glory  shone ; 

Over  bonds  and  death  victorious 
Stands  he  by  the  Father's  throne  I 

From  the  radiant  ranks  of  martyrs 
Notes  of  joy  and  praise  he  hears. 

Songs  of  his  poor  land's  deliverance 
Sounding  from  the  future  years. 


Lo,  he  wakes  t  but  airs  celestial 
Bathe  him  in  immortal  rest. 

And  he  sees  with  unsealed  vision 
Scotland's  cause  with  victory  blest. 

Shining  hosts  attend  and  guard  him 
As  he  leaves  his  prison  door ; 

And  to  death  as  to  a  triumph 
Walks  the  great  MacCallum  More  1 


LINES 

WRITTEN  ON  THE  DEPARTURE  OF  JO- 
SBPH  STUKGU,  AFTER  HIS  VISIT  TO 
THE  ABOLITIONISTS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

Fair  islands  of  the  sunny  seal  midst 

all  rejoicing  things. 
No  more  the  wailing  of  the  slave  a 

wild  discordance  brings; 
On  the  lifted  brows  of  freemen  the 

tropic  breezes  blow, 
The  mildew  of  the  bondman's  toil  the 

land  no  more  shall  know. 

How  swells  from  those  green  islands, 

where  bird  and  leaf  and  flower 
Are  praising  in  their  own  sweet  way 

the  dawn  of  freedom's  hour. 
The  glorious   resurrection  song  firom 

heans  rejoicing  poured. 
Thanksgiving  for  the  priceless  gift,  — 

man's  regal  crown  restored  1 

How  beautiful  through  all  the  green 

and  tranquil  summer  land, 
Uplifted,   as  by  miracle,   the  solemn 

churches  stand  ! 
The  grass  is  trodden  from  the  paths 

where  wailing  freemen  throni^, 
Athirst  and  fainting  for  the  cup  of  life 

denied  so  long. 

O,  blessed  were  the  feet  of  him  whose 

generous  errand  here 
Was  to  unloose    the  captive's  chain 

and  dry  the  mourner's  tear  ; 
To  lift  ag.iin  the  fallen  ones  a  brother's 

robber  hand 
Had  left  in  pain  and  wretchedness  by 

the  waysides  of  the  land. 
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The  islands  of  the  sea  rejoice ;  the 

harvest  anthems  rise  ; 
The  sower  of  the  seed  must  own  't  is 

marvellous  in  his  eyes ; 
The  old  waste  places  are  rebuilt,  —  the 

broken  walls  restored,  — 
And  the  wilderness  is  blooming  like 

the  garden  of  the  Lord  ! 

Thanksgiving  for  the  holy  fruit !  should 

not  the  laborer  rest, 
His  earnest  faiih  and  works  of  love 

have  been  so  richly  blest  ? 
The  pride  of  all  fair  England  shall  her 

ocean  islands  be, 
And  their  peasantry  with  joyful  hearts 

keep  ceaseless  jubilee. 

Rest,  never  t    while   his   counttvraen 

have  trampled  hearts  to  bleed^ 
The  stifled  murmur  of  their  wrongs  his 

listening  ear  shall  heed, 
Where  Endand's  far  dependencies  her 

mighty  not  mercjy  know, 
To  all  the  crushed  and  suffering  there 

his  pitying  love  shall  flow. 

The  friend  of  freedom  everywhere,  how 

mourns  he  for  our  land^ 
The  brand  of  whose  hypocrisy  bams 

on  her  guilty  hand  I 
Her  thrift  a  theft,  the  robber's  greed 

and  cunning  in  her  eye, 
Her  glory  shame,  ner  flaunting  flag  on 

all  the  winds  a  lie  1 

For  us  with  steady  strength  of  heart 

and  zeal  forever  true. 
The  chanipion  of  the  island  slave  the 

conflict  doth  renew, 
His  labor  here  hath  been  to  point  the 

Pharisaic  eye 
Away  from  empty  creed  and  form  to 

where  the  wounded  lie* 


How  beautiful  to  us  should  seem  the 

coming  feet  of  such  ! 
Their  garments  of  self-sacrifice  have 

healing  in  their  touch ; 
Their  gospel  mission  none  may  doubt, 

for  they  heed  the  Master's  call, 
Who  here  walked  with  the  multitude, 

and  sat  at  meat  with  all  1 


JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Hb  rests  with  the  immortals ;  his  jour- 
ney has  been  long : 

For  him  no  wail  of  sorrow,  but  a  paean 
full  afld  strong  ! 

So  well  and  bravely  has  he  done  the 
work  he  found  to  do, 

To  justice,  freedom,  duty,  God,  and 
man  forever  true. 

Strong  to  the  end,  a  man  of  men,  from 

out  the  strife  he  passed  : 
The  grandest  hour  of  all  his  life  was 

that  of  eanh  the  last. 
Now  midst  his  snowy  hills  of  home  to 

the  grave  they  bear  him  down. 
The  glory  of  his  fourscore  years  restinj^ 

on  him  like  a  crown. 

The  mourning  of  the  many  bells,  the 

drooping  flags,  all  seem 
Like  some  dim,  unreal  pageant  passing 

onward  in  a  dream  : 
And   following  with  the  living  to  his 

last  and-  narrow  bed, 
Methinks   I   s^e  a  shadowy  band,  a 

train  of  noble  dead. 

*T  is  a  strange  and  weird  procession 

that  is  slowly  moving  on. 
The  phantom  patriots  gathered  to  the 

funeral  of  their  son  I 
In  shadowy  euise   they  move  along, 

brave  Otis  with  hushed  tread. 
And  Warren  walking  reverently  by  the 

father  of  the  dead. 

Gliding  foremost  \n  the  misty  band  a 

gentle  form  is  there, 
In  the  white  robes  of  the  angels  and 

their  glory  round  lier  hair. 
She  hovers  near  and  bends  above  her 

world-wide-honored  child. 
And  the  jov  that  heaven  alone  can 

know  beams  on  her  features  mild. 

And  .so  they  bear  him  to  his  grave  in 

the  fulness  of  his  years, 
True  sage  and  prophet,  leaving  us  in  a 

time  of  many  fears. 
Nevermore  amid  the  darkness  of  oui 

wild  and  evil  day 
Shall  his  voice  be  heard  to  cheer  us. 

shall  his  finger  point  the  way. 


J 


DR.  KANE  IN  CUBA.  — NIGHT  AND  DEATH. 


-Ss 


1 


DR.   KANE  IN  CUBA. 

A  KoiiLB  life  is  in  ihy  care, 

A  sacred  trust  to  thee  is  ^iven  : 
Bright  Island  !  let  thy  heahng  r'^ 

of  H 


Be  to  bim  as  the  breath 


air 
eaven. 


The  marvel  of  his  daring  life  — 
The  self-forgetting  leader  bold  -;- 

Stirs,  like  the  trumpet's  call  to  strife, 
A  million  hearts  of  meaner  mould. 

Eyes  that  shall  never  meet  his  own 
Look  dim  with  tears  across  the  sea. 

Where  from  the  dark  and  icy  zone, 
Sweet  Isle  of  Flowers  1  he  comes  to 
thee. 

Fold  him  in  rest,  O  pitying  clime  I 
Give  back  his  wasted  strength  again ; 

Soothe,  with  thy  endless  summer  time. 
His  winter- wearied  heart  and  brain. 

Sin^  soft  and  low,  thou  tropic  bird. 
From  out  the  fragrant,  flowery  tree, — 

The  ear  that  hears  thee  now  has  heard 
The  ice-break  of  the  winter  sea. 

Through  bis  long  watch  of  awfiil  night. 
He  saw  the  Bear  in  Northern  skies ; 

Now,  to  the  Southern  Cross  of  light 
He  lifts  in  hope  his  weary  eyes. 

Prayeni  from  the  hearu  that  watched 
in  fear, 
When  the  dark  North  no  answer 
gave. 
Rise,  trembling,  to  the  Father's  ear. 
That  still  His  love  may  help  and 
save. 


LADY  FRANKLIN. 

Fold  thy  hands,  thy  work  is  over ; 

Coo]  thy  watching  eyes  with  tears ; 
Let  thy  poor  heart,  over-wearied, 

Rest  alike  from  hopes  and  fears,  — 

Hope*,  that  saw  with  sleepless  vision 
One  sad  picture  fading  slow ; 

Fears,  that  followed,  vague  and  name- 
less. 
Lifting  back  the  veils  of  snow. 


For  thy  brave  one,  for  thy  lost  on*. 

Truest  heart  of  woman,  weep  ! 
Owning  still  the  love  that  grauted 

Unto  thy  beloved  sleep. 

Not  for  him  that  hour  of  terror 
When,  the  long  ice-battle  o*er, 

In  the  sunless  day  his  comrades 
Deaihward  trod  the  Polar  shore. 

Spared  the  cruel  cold  and  famine, 
Spared  the  fainting  heart's  despair. 

What  but  that  could  mercy  grant  him? 
What  but  that  has  been  thy  prayer? 

Dear  to  thee  that  last  memorial' 
From  the  cairn  beside  the  sea  : 

Evermore  the  month  of  roses 
Shall  be  sacred  time  to  thee. 

Sad  it  is  the  mournful  yew-tree 
O'er  his  slumbers  may  not  wave  ; 

Sad  it  is  the  English  daisy 
May  not  blossom  on  his  grave. 

But  his  tomb  shall  storm  and  winter 
Shape  and  fashion  year  by  year. 

Pile  his  mighty  mausoleum. 
Block  by  block,  and  tier  on  tier. 

Guardian  of  its  gleaming  portal 
Shall  his  stainless  honor  be, 

While  thy  love,  a  sweet  immortal. 
Hovers  o'er  the  winter  sea. 


NIGHT  AND  DEATH. 

Thb  storm-wind  is  howling 

Through  old  pines  afar ; 
The  drear  night  is  falling 

Without  moon  or  sur. 

The  roused  sea  is  lashing 

The  bold  shore  behind. 
And  the  moan  of  its  ebbing 

Keeps  time  with  the  wind. 

On,  on  through  the  darkness, 

A  spectre,  I  pass 
Where,  like  moaning  of  broken  hearts* 

Surges  the  grass  1 


486 


HAZEL  BLOSSOMS, 


I  we  ber  lone  head-stone,— 

'T  is  while  as  a  shroud  : 
Like  a  pal),  h;ings  above  it 

The  low  drooping  cloud. 

Who  speaks  through  the  dark  night 

And  lull  of  the  wind  } 
'T  is  the  sound  of  the  pine-leavea 

And  sea-waves  behind. 

The  dead  girl  is  silent,  — 

I  stand  bv  her  now  ; 
And  her  pulse  beats  no  quicker. 

Nor  crimsons  her  brow. 

The  small  hand  that  tremUed, 

When  last  in  my  own, 
Lies  patient  and  folded. 

And  colder  than  stone. 

Like  the  white  blossoms  felliag 

To-ni^ht  in  the  gale, 
So  she  m  her  beauty 

Sank  mournful  and  pale. 

Yet  I  loved  her  t    I  utter 
Such  words  bv  her  grave. 

As  I  would  not  have  spoken 
Her  last  breath  to  save. 

Of  A«r  love  the  angels 

In  heaven  might  tell, 
While  mine  would  be  whispered 

With  shudders  in  hell  I 

'T  was  well  that  the  white  ones 

Who  bore  her  to  bliss 
Shut  out  firom  her  new  lifis 

The  vision  of  this. 

Else,  sure  as  I  stand  here, 

And  speak  of  my  love. 
She  would  leave  for  my  darkness 

Her  glory  above. 


THE  MEETING  WATERS. 

Closs  beside  thfe  meeting  waters, 
Lon^  I  stood  as  in  a  dream, 

Watchmg  how  the  little  river 
Fell  into  the  broader  stream. 


Calm  and  still  the  mingled  current 

Glided  to  ibe  watting  sea  ; 
On  its  breast  serenely  pictured 

Floating  cloud  and  skirting  tree. 

And  I  thought,  *'  O  human  spirit ! 

Strong  and  deep  and  pure  and  blesi 
Let  the  stream  of  my  existence 

Blend  with  thine,  and  find  its  rest  I 

I  oonld  die  as  dies  the  river. 
In  that  current  deep  and  wide : 

I  would  live  as  live  its  waters, 
Flashing  from  a  stronger  tide  1 


THE  WEDDING  VEIU 

Dear  Anna,  when  I  brought  her  veil. 
Her  white  veil  on  her  wedding  night. 

Threw  o'er  my  thin  brown  hairits  felda^ 
And,  laitgbin^  turned  me  to  the  light. 

"  See,  Bessie,  see  1  yon  wear  at  last 
The  bridal  veil  forsworn  for  years  I  ** 

She   saw  mv  laoe, — her  laogh  was 
husheo. 
Her  happy  eyes  were  filled  with  tears. 

With  kindly  haste  and  trembling  hand 
She  drew  away  the  gauzy  mist ; 

"  Forgive, dear  heart  I "  her  sweet  voioe 
said  : 
Her  loving  lips  my  forehead  kissed. 

We  passed  from  out  the  aeaicbing 
light ; 

The  summer  night  was  calm  and  fair: 
I  did  not  see  her  pitving  eyes, 

I  felt  her  soft  hand  smooth  my  hair. 

Her  tender  love  unlocked  my  heart : 
Mid  faUin|r  tears,  at  last  I  said, 

"  Forsworn  mdeed  to  me  that  veil 
Because  I  only  love  the  dead  I " 

She  stood  one  moment  8tatue>still 
And,  musing,  spake  in  undertone, 
The  living  love  may  colder  grow : 
The  dead  k  safe  with  God  alone  I " 
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THE   VISION  OF  ECHARD, 
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CHARITY. 

Thx  pilgrim  and  stranger  who  through 

the  day 
Holds  over  the  desert  his  trackless  way 
Where  the  terrible  sands  no  shade  have 

known,^ 
No  sound  of  life  save  his  camel's  moan. 
Hears,  at  last,  through  the  mercy  of 

Allah  to  all. 
From   his   tent-door  at    evening   the 

Bedouin's  call : 
"  Whoever  thou  art  wkos4  nted 

isrrtat^ 
In  the  name  of  God^  ilu  Com- 

^astionaie 
And  Merciful  One,  for  thee  I 

waUr* 


For  gifts  in   His  name  of  food  and 

rest 
The    tents    of    Islam    of    God    are 

blest. 
Thou  who   hast  faith   in  the  Christ 

above, 
Shall  the  Koran  teach  thee  the  Law  of 

Love  ?  — 
O   Christian  I  —  open  thy  heart  and 

door, 
Cry  east  and  west  to  the  wandering 

poor: 
"  Whoever  thou  art  whose  need 

is  rreatt 
In  the  name  of  Christy  the  Com' 

passionate 
And   Merciful  One.  for  thee  I 

wailt" 


THE   VISION    OF   ECHARD, 


AND  OTHER  POEMS. 


THE  VISION  OF  ECHARD. 

Thb  Benedictine  Echard 
Sat,  worn  by  wanderings  far. 

Where  Marsfaierg  sees  the  bridal 
Of  the  Moselle  and  Sarre. 

Fair  with  its  sloping  vineyards 
And  tawny  chestnut  bloom, 

The  happy  vale  Ausonius  sung 
For  holy  Treves  made  room. 

On  the  shrine  Helena  builded 
To  keep  the  Christ  coat  well. 

On  minster  tower  and  kloster  cross, 
The  westering  sunshine  fell. 

There,  where  the  rock -hewn  circles 
Overlooked  the  Roman's  game. 

The  veil  of  sleep  fell  on  him. 
And  his  thought  a  dream  became. 


He  felt  the  heart  of  silence 
Throb  with  a  soundless  word. 

And  by  the  inward  ear  alone 
A  spirit's  voice  he  heard. 

And  the  spoken  word  seemed  written 

On  air  and  wave  and  sod, 
And  the  bending  walls  of  sapphire 

Blazed  with  the  thought  of  God : 

'*  What  lack  I,  O  my  children? 

All  things  are  in  my  hand  : 
The  vast  earth  and  the  awful  stars 

I  hold  as  grains  of  sand. 

*'  Need  I  your  alms  ?    The  silver 
And  gold  are  mine  alone  ; 

The  gitu  ye  bring  before  me 
Were  evermore  my  own. 
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Heed  I  the  noise  of  viols, 

Your  pomp  of  masque  and  show? 
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Have  I  not  dawns  and  sunsets  ? 
Have  I  not  winds  that  blow? 

*'  Do  I  smell  your  gums  of  incense? 

Is  my  ear  with  cnantings  fed? 
Taste  I  your  wine  of  worship, 

Or  eat  your  holy  bread  ? 

"  Of  rank  and  name  and  honors 
Am  1  vain  as  ye  are  vain  ? 

What  can  Eternal  Fulness 
From  your  lip-service  gain? 

**  Ye  make  me  not  your  debtor 
Who  serve  yourselves  alone  ; 

Ye  buast  to  me  of  homage 
Whose  gain  is  all  your  own. 

*'  For  you  I  gave  the  prophets, 
For  you  the  Psalmist's  lay  ; 

For  you  the  law's  stone  tables, 
And  holy  book  and  day. 

"  Ye  change  to  weary  burdens 
The  helps  that  should  uplift ; 

Ye  lose  in  form  the  spirit, 
The  Giver  in  the  gifl. 

"  Who  called  ye  to  self-torment. 
To  fast  and  penance  vain  ? 

Dream  ye  Eternal  Goodness 
Has  joy  in  mortal  pain  ? 

*•  For  the  death  in  life  of  Nitria, 
For  your  Chartreuse  ever  dumb, 

What  belter  is  the  neighbor, 
Or  happier  the  home  ? 

"  Who  counts  his  brother's  welfare 

As  sacred  as  his  own. 
And  loves,  forgives,  and  pities. 

He  serveth  me  alone. 

"  I  note  each  gracious  purpose, 
Each  kindlv  word  and  deed  ; 

Are  ye  not  all  my  children? 
Shall  not  the  Father  heed  ? 

"  No  prayer  for  light  and  guidance 

Is  lost  upon  mine  ear  : 
The  child's  cry  in  the  darkness 

Shall  not  the  Father  hear? 

"  I  loathe  your  wrangling  councils, 
I  tread  upon  your  creeds  ; 


Who  made  ye  mine  aveoffers, 
Or  told  ye  of  my  needs? 

**  I  bless  men  and  ye  curse  them, 

I  love  them  and  ye  hate : 
Ye  bite  and  tear  each  other, 

I  suffer  long  and  wait. 

*'  Ye  bow  to  ghastly  symbols. 
To  cross  and  scourge  and  thoni : 

Ye  seek  his  Syrian  manger 
Who  in  the  heart  is  bom 

"  For  the  dead  Christ,  not  the  living. 
Ye  watch  his  empty  grave 

Whose  life  alone  within  you 
Has  power  to  bless  and  save. 

"  O  blind  ones,  outward  groping. 

The  idle  quest  forego ; 
Who  listens  to  his  inward  voice 

Alone  of  him  shall  know. 

"  His  love  all  love  exceeding 
The  heart  must  needs  recall. 

Its  self-surrendering  freedom, 
Its  loss  that  gaineth  all. 

**  Climb  not  the  holy  mountains, 
Their  eagles  know  not  me  : 

Seek  not  the  Blessed  Islands, 
I  dwell  not  in  the  sea. 

"  The  gods  are  gone  for  ever 
From  Zanskar's  glacier  sides;, 

And  in  the  Buddha^s  footprints 
The  Ceylon  serpent  glides- 

*'  No  more  from  shaded  Delphos 
The  weird  responses  come  ; 

Dodona's  oaks  are  silent, 
The  Hebrew  Bath-Col  dumb  I 

"  No  more  from  rocky  Horeb 
The  smitten  waters  gush  ; 

Fallen  is  Bethel's  ladder, 
Quenched  is  the  burning  bush. 

"  The  jewels  of  the  Urim 
And  Thummim  all  are  dim  ; 

The  fire  has  left  the  altar. 
The  sign  the  teraphim. 

"  No  mora  in  ark  or  hill  grove 
The  Holiest  abides ; 
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Not  in  the  scroll's  dead  letter 
The  eternal  secret  hides. 

"  The  eye  shall  fail  that  searches 

For  me  the  hollow  sky  ; 
The  far  is  even  as  the  near. 

The  low  is  as  the  high. 

"  What  if  the  earth  is  hiding 
Her  old  fiiiths,  long  outworn  ? 

What  is  it  to  the  changeless  truth 
That  yours  shall  £ail  in  turn  ? 

'*  What  if  the  overturned  altar 
Lays  bare  the  ancient  lie  ? 

What  if  the  dreams  and  legends 
Of  the  world's  childhood  die  ? 

"  Have  ye  not  still  my  witness 

Within  yolurselves  alway, 
My  hand  that  on  the  keys  of  life 

For  bliss  or  bale  I  lay^ 

*'  Still,  in  perpetual  judgment, 

I  hold  assize  withm, 
With  sure  reward  of  holiness. 

And  dread  rebuke  of  sin. 

"  A  light,  a  guide,  a  warning, 

A  presence  ever  near, 
Through  the  deep  silence  of  the  flesh 

I  reach  the  inward  ear. 

"My  Gerizim  and  Ebal 

Are  in  each  hunian  soul. 
The  still,  small  voice  of  blessing, 

And  Sinai's  thunder- roll. 

"  The  stem  behest  of  duty. 

The  doom-book  open  thrown. 
The  heaven  ye  seek,  the  hell  ye  fear. 

Are  with  yourselves  alone.' 


A  gold  and  purple  sunset 

Flowed  down  the  broad  Moselle  ; 
On  hills  of  vine  and  meadow  lands 

The  peace  of  twilight  fell. 

A  slow,  coot  wind  of  evening 
Blew  over  leaf  and  bloom  : 

And,  faint  and  far,  the  Angelus 
Rang  from  Saint  Matthew's  tomb. 


Then  up  rose  Master  Echard, 
And  marvelled  :  "  Can  it  lie 

That  here  in  dream  and  virion. 
The  Lord  hath  talked  with  me  ?  " 

He  went  his  way  ;  behind  him 
The  shrines  of  saintly  dead, 

The  holy  coat  and  nail  of  cross. 
He  left  unvisited. 

He  sought  the  vale  of  Eltzbach 
His  burdened  soul  to  free. 

Where  the  foot-hills  of  the  Eifel 
Are  glassed  in  Laachersee. 

And,  in  his  Order's  kloster. 
He  sat,  in  nieht-long  parle. 

With  Tauler  ofthe  Friends  of  God, 
And  Nicolas  of  Basle. 

And  lo  !  the  twain  made  answer  : 
"  Yea,  brother,  even  thus 

The  Voice  above  all  voices 
Hath  spoken  unto  us. 

"  The  world  will  have  i«  idols. 
And  flesh  and  sense  their  sign  ; 

But  the  blinded  eyes  shall  open. 
And  the  gross  ear  be  fine. 

**  What  if  the  vision  tarry? 

God's  time  is  always  best ; 
The  true  Light  shall  be  witnessed. 

The  Christ  within  confessed. 

*'  In  mercy  or  in  judgment 
He  shall  turn  and  overturn, 

Till  the  heart  shall  be  his  temple 
Where  all  of  Him  shall  learn.*' 
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Along  Crane  River's  sunnv  slopes 
Blew  warm  the  winds  of  May, 

And  over  Naumkeag's  ancient  oaks 
The  green  outgrew  the  gray. 

The  grass  was  green  on  Rial-side, 

The  early  birds  at  will 
Waked  up  the  violet  in  its  dell. 

The  wind-flower  on  its  hill. 

"  Where  go  you,  in  your  Sunday  coat? 
Son  Andrew,  tell  roe,  pray." 
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**  For  «tnp4^d  perch  in  Wenham  Lake 
1  go  to  fish  lu  day.** 

"  Unharmed  of  thee  in  Wenham  Lake 
The  mottled  ji^rch  shall  be  : 

A  blue-eyed  witch  %it«  on  the  bank 
And  weaves  her  net  for  thee- 

*'  She  weaver  her  Rolden  hair ;  she  sings 
Her  !(pell-Bon](  low  and  faint : 

The  wickedest  lAitch  in  Salem  jail 
Is  to  that  girl  a  saint.'* 

**  Nay,  mother,  hold  thy  cruel  tongue  ; 

(loiA  knows."  the  younf;  man  cried, 
"He  never  made  a  whiter  8r)ul 

I'han  hers  by  Wenham  side. 

•*  Shr  trnds  her  mother  sick  and  blind. 

And  every  want  supp>ltes ; 
To  her  above  the  blessed  Book 

8he  lends  her  soft  blue  eyes. 

"  Her  voice  is  glad  with  holy  songs, 
Her  lip^  are  sweet  with  prayer  : 

Go  where  you  will,  in  ten  miles  round 
Is  none  more  good  and  fair.*' 

"  Son  Andrew,  for  the  love  of  God 

And  of  thy  mother,  stay  I  " 
She  clasped  her  hands,  she  wept  aloud, 

But  Andrew  rode  away. 

"  O  reverend  sir,  my  Andrew's  soul 
The  Wenham  witch  has  caught : 

She  holds  him  with  the  curled  gold 
Whereof  her  snare  is  wrought. 

"  She  charms  him  with  her  great  blue 
eves. 

She  binds  him  with  her  hair  : 
Oh.  break  the  spell  with  holy  words, 

Unbind  him  with  a  prayer  I  '* 

"Take  heart,**  the  painful  preacher 
said, 

"This  mischief  shall  not  be  ; 
The  witch  (>hall  perish  in  her  sins 

And  Andrew  shall  go  free. 


"  Our  poor  Ann  Putnam  testifies 
She  saw  her  wenve  a  spell, 

Uare-armcd,   loose  haired,   at    full 
moon. 
Around  a  dried-up  well. 
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*"  Sprmg  op,  O  wcD  ! '  slie  soAIf 
The  Hebrew's  old  refnio 

(For  Satan  uses  Bible  words), 
Till  water  flctwcd  amaia. 
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And   noany  a  Koodwife   heard 

speak 
By  lAt  enham  water  words 
That  made  the  baiteicnps  lake 
And  torn  to  yellow  birds. 


**^The7  say  that  swaimiqs  wild  beem 
seek 

The  hive  at  her  oammand  : 
And  fishes  swim  to  take  their  food 
From  out  her  dainty  hand. 

"  Meek  as  she  sits  in  meeting-time. 

The  godly  minister 
Notes  well  the  spell  that  doth  compel 

I'he  young  men's  eyes  to  her. 

**  The  mole  upon  her  dimpled  chin 

Is  Satan's  seal  and  si^ : 
Her  lips  are  red  with  evil  tncad 

And  stain  of  unblest  wine. 

*'  For  Tituba,  my  Indian,  sailh 
At  Quasycung  she  took 


The  Black  Man*s  eodiess  sacnunent 
And  signed  his  ««adiul  book. 

**  Last  night  my  sore-afflicted^  child 
Against  the  young  witch  cried. 

To  take  her  Nf  arshal  Herrick  rides 
Even  now  to  Wenham  side.*' 

The  marshal  in  his  saddle  sat, 
His  daughter  at  his  knee  ; 

"  I  eo  to  fetch  that  arrant  witch, 
Thy  fair  playmate,"  qtioth  he. 

**  Her  spectre  walks  the  parsonage. 
And  haunts  both  hall  and  stair  : 

They  know  her  by  the  great  blue  eyes 
And  floating  gold  of  hair-*' 

*'  They  lie,  they  lie,  my  father  dear  1 

No  foul  old  witch  is  she. 
But  sweet  and  good  and  crystal-pure 

As  Wenham  waters  be.*' 

"  I  tell  thee,  child,  the  Lord  hath  set 
Before  us  good  and  ill. 
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Xnd  woe  to  all  whose  carnal  loves 
Oppose  his  righteous  will. 

'*  Between  Him  and  the  powers  of  hell 
Choose  thou,  my  child,  to-day  : 

No  sparine  hand,  no  pitying  eye, 
When  God  commands  to  slay  1 " 

He  went  his  way :  the  old  wives  shook 
With  fear  as  he  drew  nigh  ; 

The  children  in  the  dooryards  held 
Their  breath  as  he  passed  by. 

Too  well  they  knew  the  gaunt  gray 
horse 

The  grim  witch-hunter  rode  — 
The  pale  Apocalyptic  beast 

By  grisly  Death  bestrode. 


II. 


Ob,  fair  the  face  of  Wenham  L^ke 
Upoo  the  young  girl's  shone, 

Her  tender  moutn,  tier  dreaming  eyes. 
Her  yellow  hair  outblown. 

By  happy  youth  and  love  attuned 

To  natural  harmonies,  ^ 
The  singing  birds,  the  whispering  wrnd, 

She  sat  beneath  the  trees. 

Sat  shaping  for  her  bridal  dress 
Her  mother's  wedding  gown. 

When  lo  1  the  marshal,  writ  in  hand. 
From  Alford  hill  rode  down. 

His  face  was  hard  with  cruel  fear, 
He  grasped  the  maiden's  hands : , 

**  Come  wtih  me  unto  Salem  town, 
For  so  the  law  commands  t  " 

"  Oh,  let  me  to  my  mother  say 

Farewell  before  I  go  !  " 
He  closer  tied  her  little  hands 

Unto  his  saddle  bow. 

**  Unhand  roe,"  cried  she  piteously, 
*•  For  ihy  sweet  daughter's  sake." 

**  I  *I1  keep  my  daughter  sale,"  he  said, 
**  From  the  witch  of  Wenham  Lake." 

**  Oh,  leave  me  for  my  mother's  sake, 
She  needs  my  eyes  to  see." 


M 


Those  eves,  young  witch,  the  crows 

shall  peck 
From  off  the  gallows-tree." 


He  bore  her  to  a  farm  house  old. 

And  up  its  stairway  long, 
And  closed  on  her  the  garret-door 

With  iron  bolted  strong. 

The  day  died  out,  the  night  came  down  ; 

Her  evening  prayer  sne  said, 
While,  through  the  dark,  strange  faces 
seemed 

To  mock  her  as  she  prayed. 

The  present  horror  deepened  all 
The  fears  her  childhood  knew  ; 

The  awe  wherewith  the  air  was  filled 
With  every  breath  she  drew. 

And  could  it  be,  she  trembling  asked. 

Some  secret  thought  or  sin 
Had  shut  good  angels  from  her  hMUt 

And  let  the  bad  ones  in  ? 

Had  she  in  some  forgotten  dream 
Let  go  her  hold  on  Heaven, 

And  sold  herself  unwittingly 
To  spirits  unforgiven  "i 

Oh,  weird  and  stiU    the  dark  houis 
passed ; 

No  human  sound  she  heard, 
But  up  and  down  the  chimney  stack 

The  swallows  moaned  and  stirred. 

And  o'er  her,  with  a  dread  surmise 

Of  evil  sight  and  sound, 
The  blind  bats  on  their  leathern  wings 

Went  wheeling  round  and  round. 

Low  hanging  in  the  midnight  sky 
Looked  in  a  half-faced  moon. 

Was  it  a  dream,  or  did  she  hear 
Her  lover's  whistled  tune.? 

She  forced  the  oaken  scuttle  back  ; 

A  whisper  reached  her  ear : 
**  Slide  down  the  roof  to  me,"  it  said, 

**  So  softly  none  may  hear." 

She  slid  along  the  sloping  roof 
Till  from  its  eaves  she  hung. 

And  felt  the  loosened  shingles  yield 
To  which  her  fingers  clung. 
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Below,  her  lover  stretched  his  hands 
And  touched  her  feet  so  small  ; 

"  Drop  down  to  me.dear  heart,"  he  wid, 
"  My  arms  shall  break  the  fall." 

He  set  her  on  his  pillion  soft, 
Her  arms  about  him  twiued : 

And,  noiseless  as  if  velvet-shod. 
They  left  the  house  behind. 

But  when  they  reached  the  open  way, 

Full  free  the  rein  he  cast ; 
Oh,  never  throueh  the  murk  midnight 

Rode  man  and  maid  more  &st. 

Along  the  wild  wood-paths  they  sped, 
The  bridgeless  streams  they  swam : 

At  set  of  moon  they  passed  the  Bass, 
At  sunrise,  Agawam. 

At  high  noon  on  the  Merrlmac 

The  ancient  ferryman 
Forgot,  at  times,  his  idle  oars, 

So  fair  a  freight  to  scan. 

And  when  from  off  his  grounded  boat 
He  saw  them  mount  and  ride, 

"  God  keep  her  from  the  evil  eye. 
And  harm  of  witch  t"  he  cried. 

The  maiden  laughed,  as   youth  will 
laugh 
At  all  its  fears  gone  by  : 
"  He  does  not  know,"  she  whispered 
low, 
"A  little  witch  am  I." 

All  day  he  urged  his  weary  horse, 

And,  in  the  red  sundown, 
Drew  rein  before  a  friendly  door 

In  distant  Berwick  town. 

A  fellow-feehng  for  the  wronged 

The  Quaker  people  felt ; 
And  safe  beside  their  kindly  hearths 

The  hunted  maiden  dwelt, 

Until  from  off  its  breast  the  land 
The  haunting  horror  threw, 

And  hatred,  born  of  ghastly  dreams, 
To  shame  and  pity  grew. 

Sad  were  the  year's  spring  momsi  and 
sad 
Its  golden  summer  day, 


Bm  blithe  and  glad  its  withered  Belds, 
And  skies  of  ashen  gray ; 

For  spell  and  charm  had  power   no 
more. 

The  spectres  ceased  to  roam. 
And  scattered  households  knelt  again 

Around  the  hearths  of  home  : 

And  when  once  more  by  Beaver  Dam 

The  meadow- lark  outsanfc. 
And  once  again  on  all  the  hills 

The  early  violets  sprang. 

And  all  the  windy  pasture  slopes 

Lay  green  within  the  arms 
Of  creeks  that  bore  the  salted  sea 

To  pleasant  inland  farms, 

'Vht  smith    filed  off  the   chains  he 
forged. 

The  jail-bolts  backward  fell ; 
And  youth  and  hoarv  age  came  forth 

lake  souls  escaped  from  hell. 


SUNSET  ON  THE  BEARCAMP. 

A  GOLD  fringe  on  the  purpling  hem 

Of  hills  the  river  runs. 
As  down  its  long,  green  valley  falls 

The  last  of  summer's  suns. 
Along  its  tawny  gravel-bed 

Broad-flowing,  swift,  and  still. 
As  if  its  meadow  levels  felt 

The  hurry  of  the  hill. 
Noiseless  between  its  banks  of  green 

From  curve  to  curve  it  slips  ; 
The  drowsy  maple-shadows  rest 

Like  fingers  on  its  lips. 

A  waif  from  Carroirs  wildest  bills, 

Unstoried  and  unknown ; 
The  ursine  legend  of  its  name 

Prowls  on  its  banks  alone. 
Yet  flowers  as  fair  its  slopes  adoni 

As  ever  Yarrow  knew, 
Or.  under  rainy  Irish  skies. 

By  Spenser's  MuDa  grew ; 
And  through  the  gaps  of  leaning  trees 

I  ts  mountain  cradle  shows : 
The  gold  against  the  amethyst, 

The  green  against  the  rose. 
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Touched  by  ii  light  that  hath  no  nAtne, 

A  glory  never  sung, 
Aloft  on  sky  and  mountain  wall 

Are  God's  great  pictures  hung. 
How  changed  the  summits  vast  and 
old! 

No  longer  granite-browed, 
They  melt  in  rosy  mist :  the  rock 

Is  softer  than  tne  cloud ; 
The  valley  holds  its  breath  ;  no  leaf 

Of  all  its  elms  is  twirled : 
The  silence  of  eternity 

Seems  (ailing  on  the  world. 

The  pause  before  4he  breaking  seals 

Of  mystery  is  this  ; 
Yon  mirade-pla^  of  night  and  day 

Makes  dumb  its  witnesses. 
What  unseen  altar  crowns  the  hills 

That  reach  up  stair  on  stair  ? 
What  eyes  look  through,  what  white 
wmgs  fan 

These  purple  veils  of  air  ? 
What    Presence    from    the    heavenly 
heights 

To  those  of  earth  stoops  down  ? 
Not  vainly  Hellas  dreamed  of  gods 

On  Ida's  snowy  crown  I 

Slow  fades  the  vision  of  the  sky, 

The  golden  water  pales, 
And  over  all  the  valley-land 

A  gray-winged  vapor  sails. 
I  go  the  common  way  of  all ; 

The  sunset  fires  will  burn, 
The  flowers  will  blow,  the  river  flow, 

When  I  no  more  return. 
No  whisper  from  the  mountain  pine 

Nor  lapsing  stream  shall  tell 
The  stranger,  treadine  where  I  tread. 

Of  him  who  loved  them  well. 

But  beauty  seen  is  never  lost, 

God's  colors  all  are  fast ; 
The  glory  of  this  sunset  heaven 

Into  my  soul  has  passed,  — 
A  sense  of  gladness  unconfined 

To  mortal  date  or  clime  ; 
As  (he  soul  liveth,  it  shall  live 

Beyond  the  years  of  time. 
Beside  the  mystic  asphodels 

Shall  bloom  the  home-born  flowers, 
And  new  horizons  flush  and  glow 
V  With  sunset  hues  of  cvtrs. 


I  x.  With  sun 


Farewell  !   these   smiling   hills  most 
wear 

Too  soon  their  wintry  frown, 
And  snow-cold  winds  from  off  them 
shake 

The  maple's  red  leaves  down. 
But  I  shall  see  a  summer  sun 

Still  setting  broad  and  low  ; 
The  mountam  slopes  shall  blush  and 
bloom. 

The  golden  water  flow. 
A  lover  s  claim  is  mine  on  all 

1  see  to  have  and  hold,  —  ^ 
The  rose-light  of  perpetual  hillst 

And  sunsets  never  cold  1 


THE 


SEEKING    OF 
WATERFALL. 


THE 


Tmbv  left  their  home  of  summer  ease 
Beneath  the  lowland's  shelterine  trees, 
To  seek,  by  ways  unknown  to  all, 
The  promise  of  the  waterfall. 

Some  vague,  faint  rumor  to  the  vale 
Had    crept  —  perchance    a    hunier'a 

tale  — 
Of  its  wild  mirth  of  waters  lost 
On  the  dark  woods  through  which  it 

tossed. 

Somewhere    it    laughed    and    sang; 

somewhere 
Whirled  in  mad  dance  its  misty  hair ; 
Bu»  who  had  raised  its  veil,  or  seen 
The  rainbow  skirts  of  that  Undine  ? 

They  sought  it  where  the  mountain 

brook 
Its  swift  way  to  the  valley  took  ; 
Along  the  rugged  slope  they  clomb. 
Their  guide  a  thread  of  sound  and  foam. 

Height  after  height  they  slowly  won  ; 

The  fiery  javelins  of  the  sun 

Smote  the    bare  ledge ;    the  tangled 

sh)de 
With  rock  and  vine  their  steps  delayed 

But,  through  leaf-openings,  now  and 

then 
They  saw  the  cheerful  homes  of  men. 
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And  the  great  nK>«mt;(in«  with  their  wall 
Of  misty  purple  girdling  ^i. 

The  leaves  thivMigli  which  the  gfaid 

«nnd«  blew 
Shared  the  wild  dance  the  waters  knew : 
And  where  the  shadcms  deepest  fell 
The  wood-thrush  rang  his  silver  bell. 

Fringing  the  stream,  at  every  turn 
Swung  low  the  waving  fronds  of  fern ; 
From  stony  cleft  and  moasv  sod 
Pale  asters  sprang,  and  golden-rod. 


And  still  th«  water  sang  the 
Glad  song  that  stirred  its  gliding  feet. 
And  found  in  rock  and  root  the  aesrs 
Of  its  beguiling  melodies. 

Beyond,  above,  its  signals  flew 
Of  tossing  foam  the  b irch -trees  throujch ; 
Now  seen,  now  lost,  but  baflling  still 
The  weary  seekers*  slackening  wUL 

Each  called  to  each :  *'  Lo  here  !  Lo 

there  I 
Its  white  scarf  flutters  in  the  air  !  *' 
They  climbed  anew ;  the  vision  fled, 
To  beckoo  higher  overhead. 

5>o  toiled  they  up  the  moontain-slope 
With  faint  and  ever  £iinter  hope  ; 
With  faint  and  fainter  voice  the  brook 
Still  bade  them  listen,  pause,  and  look. 

Meanwhile  below  the  day  was  done  ; 
Atx>ve  the  tall  peaks  saw  the  sun 
Sink,  beam-shorn,  to  its  misty  set 
Behind  the  hills  of  violet. 

"  Here  ends  our  quest  ! "  the  seekers 

cried, 
"  The  brook  and  rumor  both  have  lied ! 
The  phantom  of  a  waterfall 
Has  led  «»  at  its  beck  and  call." 

But  one,  with  years  grown  wiser,  said : 
**  So,  ahvays  baffled,  not  misled, 
We  follow  where  before  us  runs 
The  vision  of  the  shining  ones. 

"  Not  where  thejr  seem  their  signals  fly. 
Their  voices  while  we  listen  die  : 
We  cannot  keep,  however  fleet. 
The  4)iaick  time  of  tbair  wingM  feeL 


**  From  yoath  to  age  onresting  stray 
These  ktndiy  mockers  in  our  vav  : 
Yet  lead  they  not,  the  baffling  elves. 
To  something  better  than  themselves  ? 

*'  Here,  though  unreached  the  goal  we 

sought. 
Its  own  reward  oar  toil  has  brought : 
The  winding  water^s  sounding  rus\ 
The  loQg  iMMe  of  the  hermit  thrush, 

**  The  tnrqaoise  lakes,  the  glimpse  oT 

pood 
And  river  track,  and,  vast,  beyond 
Broad    meadows   belted   round   wiJi 

pines. 
The  grand  uplift  of  tnoontam  lines  I 

*'  What  matter  though  we  seek  with  paia 
The  garden  of  the  gods  in  vain. 
If  lured  therebv  we  climb  to  greet 
Some  wayside  Uossom  Eden-sweet  ? 

"  To  seek  is  better  than  to  gam. 
The  fond  hope  dies  as  we  attain  ; 
Life's  fairest  things  are  those  which 

seem. 
The  best  is  that  of  which  we  dream. 

**  Then  let  us  trust  our  waterfall 
Still  flashes  down  its  rocky  wall. 
With  rainbow  crescent  carved  acroaa 
Its  sunlit  q>ray  from  moss  to  moas. 

"  And  we,  forgetful  of  our  pain. 
In  thought  shall  seek  it  oft  again  ; 
Shall  see  this  aster-blossomed  sod. 
This  sunshine  of  the  golden-rod. 

"  And   haply   gain,    through   partiiig 

boughs, 
Grand  glimpses  of  great  mountain  brows 
Cloud-turbaned,  and  the  sharp  sted 

sheen 
Of  lakes  deep  set  in  valleys  green- 

"  So  failure  wins ;  the  consequence 
Of  loss  becomes  its  recompense : 
And  evermore  the  end  shall  tell 
The  unreached  ideal  guided  well. 

**  Onr  sweet  illusions  only  die 
Fulfilling  love's  sure  prophecy : 
And  every  wish  for  better  things 
An  undroupmd  beaaty  never  brin^ 
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•*  For  feie  is  servitor  of  love ; 
Desire  and  hope  and  longing;  prove 
The  secret  of  immortal  youth, 
Aud  Nature  cheats  us  into  truth. 

"  O  kind  allurers,  wisely  sent, 
Beeuiling  with  benign  intent, 
Still  move  us,  through  divine  unrest, 
To  seek  the  loveliest  and  the  best  I 

"  Go  with  us  when  our  souls  go  free, 
And,  in  the  clear,  white  light  to  be. 
Add  unto  Heaven's  beatitude 


The  old  delight  of  seeking  good  t 


» 
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O  DWBLLBRs  in  the  stately  towns, 

What  come  ye  out  to  see  ? 
This  common  earth,  this  oommon  sky, 

This  water  flowing  free  ? 

As  gayly  as  these  kalmia  flowers 
Your  doofwyard  blossoms  spring  ; 

As  sweetly  as  these  wild  wood  birds 
Your  cagM  minstrels  siog. 

You  find  but  oommon  bloom  and  green. 

The  rippling  river's  rune, 
The  beauty  which  is  everywhere 

Beneath  the  skies  of  June  ; 

The  Hawkswood  oaks,  the  sionn-torn 
plumes 

Of  old  pine-forest  kings. 
Beneath  whose  century-woven  shade 

Deer  Island's  mistress  sings. 

And  here  are  pictured  Artichoke, 
And  Curson's  bowery  mill  ; 

And  Pleasant  Valley  smiles  between 
The  river  and  the  hill. 

You  know  full  well  these  banks  ofbloom. 

The  upland's  wavy  line, 
And  how  the  sunshine  tips  with  Ere 

The  needles  of  the  pine. 

Yet,  like  some  old  remembered  psalm, 

Or  sweet,  familiar  face, 
Niit  less  because  of  commfi|iness 

You  love  the  day  and  place. 


And  not  in  vain  in  this  soft  air 
Shall  hard-strung  nerves  relax. 

Not  all  in  vain  the  o'erwom  brain 
Forego  its  daily  tax. 

The  lust  of  power,  the  greed  of  gain 
Have  all  the  year  their  own  ; 

The  hauntinf^  demons  well  may  let 
Our  one  bnght  day  alone. 

Unheeded  let  the  newsboy  call. 

Aside  the  ledger  lay ; 
The  world  will  keep  its  tread-mill  step 

Though  we  fall  out  to-day. 

The  truants  of  life's  weary  school, 

Without  excuse  from  thrift 
We  change  for  once  the  gains  of  toil 

For  G<xl'8  unpurchased  gift. 

From  ceilid  rooms,  from  silent  books, 
From  crowded  car  and  town, 

Dear  Mother  Earth,  upon  thy  lap 
We  lay  our  tired  heads  down. 

Cool,  summer  wind,  our  heated  brows ; 

Blue  river,  through  the  green 
Of  clustering  pines,  refresh  the  eyes 

Which  all  too  much  have  seen. 

For  us  these  pleasant  woodland  ways 
Are  thronged  with  memories  old. 

Have  felt  the  grasp  of  friendly  hands 
And  heard  love's  story  tdd. 

A  sacred  presence  overbroods 
The  earth  whereon  we  meet ; 

These  winding  forest-paths  are  trod 
By  more  than  mortal  feet 

Old  friends  called  from  us  by  the  vote* 
Which  they  alone  could  hear, 

From  mystery  to  mystery. 
From  life  to  life  draw  near. 

More  closely  for  the  sake  of  them 
Each  other's  hands  wc  press  ; 

Our  voices  take  from  them  a  tone 
Of  deeper  tenderness. 

Our  joy  is  theirs,  their  trtist  is  ours, 

Alike  below,  above. 
Or  here  or  there,  about  us  fold 

The  arms  of  one  great  love  1 
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We  ask  to-day  no  countenigni 

No  party  names  we  own ; 
Uulabelled,  individual, 

We  bring  ourselves  alone. 

What  cares  the  unconventioned  wood 
For  pass* words  of  the  town  ? 

The  sound  of  ta&hion's  shibboleth 
The  laughing  waters  drown. 

Here  cant  forgets  his  dreary  lonci 

And  care  his  face  forlorn  ; 
The  liberal  air  and  sunshine  laugh 

The  bigot's  zeal  to  scorn. 

From  manhood's  weary  shoulder  Calls 

His  load  of  selfish  cares  ; 
And  woman  takes  her  rights  as  flowers 

And  brooks  and  birds  take  theirs. 

The  license  of  the  happy  woods. 
The  brook's  release,  are  ours  ; 

The  freedom  of  the  unshamed  wind 
Among  the  glad-eyed  flowers. 

Yet  here  no  evil  tliought  finds  place, 
Nor  foot  profane  comes  in  ; 

Our  grove,  like  that  of  Saiuothrace, 
Is  set  apart  from  sin. 

We  walk  on  holy  ground  ;  above 

A  sky  more  holy  smiles  ; 
The  chant  of  the  beatitudes 

Swells  down  these  leafy  aisles 

Thanks  to  the  gracious  Providence 
That  brings  us  here  once  more  ; 

For  memories  of  the  good  behind 
And  hopes  of  good  uefore  ! 

And  if,  unknown  to  us,  sweet  days 
Of  June  like  this  must  come, 

Unseen  of  us  these  laurels  clothe 
The  river-banks,  with  bloom  : 

And  these  green  paths  must  soon  be 
trod 

Bv  other  feet  than  ours. 
Full  long  may  annual  pilgrims  come 

To  keep  the  Feast  of  Flowers  ; 

The  matron  be  a  girl  once  more, 
'    The  bearded  man  a  boy, 
And  we,  in  heaven's  eternal  June, 
Be  glad  for  earthly  joy  I 


HYMN  OF   THE   DUNKEK.S. 

KLXMTSJt    KSDAR,    EPHRATA*     PEKH- 
SYLVANIA. 

1738. 

SISTBR  MARIA   CHRISTINA  StmgS. 

Wakb,    sisters,  wake  1     the   day-star 

shines  ; 
Above  Ephrata's  casiern  pines 
The  dawn  is  breaking,  cool  and  calm. 
Wake,   aisters,    wake   to  prayer  and 

psalm ! 

Praised  be  the  Lord  for  shade  and  light. 
For  toil  by  dav,  for  rest  by  iiicht  1 
Praised  be  His  name  who  deigns  to 

bless 
Our  Kedar  of  the  wilderness !  — 

Our  refuge  when  the  spoiler's  hand 
Was  heavy  on  our  native  land  ; 
And  freedom,  to  her  children  due. 
The  wolf  and  vulture  only  knew. 

We  praised  Him  when  to  prison  led. 
We  owned  Him  when  the  stake  blazed 

red; 
We  knew,  whatever  might  beiaU. 
His  love  and  power  were  over  all- 

He  heard    our    prayers:   with    out- 
stretched arm 
He  led  us  forth  from  cruel  harm ; 
Still,  whereso'er  our  steps  were  benti 
His  cloud  and  fire  before  us  went  f 

llie  watch  of  faith  and  prayer  He  set, 
We  kept  it  then,  we  keep  it  yet. 
At  midnight,  crow  of  cock,  or  noon, 
He  Cometh  sure.  He  cometh  soon. 

He  comes  to  chasten,  not  destrov, 
To  purge  the  earth  from  sin's  alloy. 
At  last,  at  last  shall  all  confess 
His  mercy  as  His  righteousness. 

llie  dead  shall  live,  the  sick  be  whole. 
The  scarlet  sin  be  white  as  wool ; 
No  discord  mar  below,  above. 
The  music-  of  eternal  love  ! 

Sound,  welcome  trump,  the  last  alarm  t 
Lord  God  of  hosts,  make  bare  thins 
arm. 
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Fulfil  this  dty  our  long  desire, 
Make  sweet  and  clean  the  world  with 
fire! 

Sweep,   flaming   besom,   sweep    from 

sight 
The  lies  of  time  :  be  swift  to  smite. 
Sharp  sword  of  God,  all  idols  down, 
Genevan  creed  and  Roman  crown. 

Quake,  earth,  through  all  thy  zones, 

till  all 
The  fanes  of  pride  and  priestcraft  fall ; 
And  lift  thou  up  in  place  of  them 
Thy  gates  of  pearl,  Jerusalem  1 

Lo  I  rising  from  baptismal  flame, 
Transfigured,  glorious,  yet  the  same. 
Within  the  heavenly  city's  bound 
Our  Kloster  Kedar  shall  be  found. 

He  Cometh  soon  !  at  dawn  or  noon 

Or  set  of  sun.  He  comeih  soon. 

Oar  prayers  shall   meet  Him  on  hb 

way: 
Wake,  sisters,  wake  !  arise  and  pray  I 


IN  THE  "OLD  SOUTH." 

1677. 

5hb  came  and  stood  in  the  Old  South 
Church, 

A  wonder  and  a  si^^n. 
With  a  look  the  old-tmie  sibyls  wore 

Half-crazed  and  half-divine. 

Save  the  mournful  sackcloth  about  her 
wound 
Unclothed  as  the  primal  mother, 
With  limbs  that  trembled  and  eyes  that 
blazed 
With  a  fire  she  dared  not  smother* 

Loose  on  her  shoulders  fell  her  hair 
With  sprinkled  ashes  gray, 

Slie  stood  in  the  broad  aisle  strange  and 
weird 
As  a  soul  at  the  judgment  day. 

A^  the  minister  paused  in  liis  ser- 
mon's midst. 
And  the  people  held  their  breath, 


For  these  were  the  words  the  maiden 
spoke 
Through  lips  as  pale  as  death  : 

'*  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  with  equal  feet 
All  men  my  courts  shall  tread. 

And  priest  and  ruler  no  more  shall  eat 
My  people  up  like  bread  I 

"  Repent !  repent !  ere  the  Lord  shall 
speak 

In  thunder  and  breaking  seals  ! 
Let  all  souls  worship  Him  in  the  way 

His  light  within  reveals." 

She  shook  the  dust  from  her  naked 
fieet. 
And  her  sackcloth  closer  drew. 
And  into  the  porch  of  the  awe-hushed 
church 
She  passed  like  a  ghost  firom  view. 

They  whipped  her  away  at  the  tail  o' 
the  cart 
Through  half  the  streets  of  the  town. 
But  the  words  she  uttered  that  day  nor 
fire 
Could  bum  nor  water  drown. 

And  now  the  aisles  of  the  ancient  churdi 

Bv  equal  feet  are  trod. 
And  the  bell  that  swings  in  its  belfiry 
rings 

Freedom  to  worship  God  I 

And  now  whenever  a  wrong  is  done 
It  thrills  the  conscious  walls ; 

The  stone  from    the   basement  cries 
aloud 
And  the  beam  from  the  timber  calls. 

There    are    steeple-houses   on    every 
hand. 
And  pulpits  that  bless  and  ban. 
And  the  Lord  will  not  grudge  the  sin- 
gle church 
That  is  set  apart  for  man. 

For  in  two  commandments  are  all  the 
law 

And  the  prophets  under  the  sun. 
And  the  first  is  last  and  the  last  is  firsta 

And  the  twain  are  verily  one. 
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So,  long  as  Boston  shall  Boston  be. 
And  ner  bay-tides  rise  and  fall. 

Shall  freedom  stand  in  the  Old  Soath 
Church 
And  plead  for  the  rights  of  all  1 


LEXINGTON. 

"775- 

No  Berierk  thirst  of  blood  had  they, 
No  battle-joy  was  theirs,  who  set 
Against  the  alien  bayonet 

Their    homespun  breasts  in  that  old 
day. 

Their  feet  had  trodden  peaceful  ways ; 
They  loved  not  strife,  they  dreaoed 

pain  ; 
They  saw  not,  what  to  us  is  plain. 
That  God  would  make  man's  wrath 
His  praise. 

No  seers  were  they,  but  simple  nen : 
Its  vast  results  the  future  nid  : 
The  meaning  of  the  work  they  did 

Was  strange  and  dark  and  doubtful 
then. 

Swtft  as  their  summons  came  they  left 
The  plow  mid-furrow  standing  still, 
The  half-ground  com  grist  in  the  mill, 

The  spade  m  earth,  the  axe  in  cleft. 

Thev  went  where  duty  seemed  to  call, 
Tney  scarcely  asked  the  reason  why ; 
They  only  knew  they  could  but  die, 

And  death  was  not  the  worst  of  all  I 

Of  man  for  man  the  sacrifice, 
All  that  was  theirs  to  give,  they  gave. 
The  flowers  that  blossomed  from  their 
grave 
Have   sown  themselves   beneath    all 
skies. 

Their   death-shot   shook    the   feudal 
lower, 

And  shattered  slavery's  chain  as  well ; 

On  the  sky's  dome,  as  on  a  bell. 
Its  echo  struck  the  world's  great  hour. 

That  fateful  echo  is  nut  dumb : 
The  nations  listening  to  i|s  sound 


Wait,    from   a   century's    vantage- 
ground. 
The  holier  triumphs  yet  to  come,  ~ 

The  bridal  time  of  Law  and  Love, 
The  gladness  of  the  world's  release. 
When,  war-sick,  at  the  feet  of  Peace 

The  hawk  shall  nestle  with  the  dove  I " 

The  golden  age  of  brotherhood 
Unknown  to  other  rivalries 
Than  of  the  mild  humanities, 

And  gracious  interchange  of  good, 

Wlien  closer  strand  shall  lean  to  strand. 
Till  meet,  beneath  saluting  flags. 
The  eagle  of  our  mountair.-crags, 

The  lion  of  our  Motherland  1 


CENTENNIAL  HYMN. 


Our  fothers'  God  I  from  out  whose  hana 
The  centuries  (all  like  erains  of  sand. 
We  meet  to-day,  united,  free. 
And  loyal  to  our  land  and  lliee, 
To  thank  lliee  for  the  era  done, 
And  trust  Thee  for  the  opening  one. 

II. 
Here,  where  of  old,  by  Thy  design. 
The  fathers  spake  that  word  of  Thine 
Whose  echo  is  the  glad  refrain 
Of  rended  bolt  and  falling  chain. 
To  grace  our  festal  lime,  from  aU 
The  zones  of  earth  our  guests  we  call. 

III. 

Be  with  us  while  the  New  World  greets 
The  Old  World  thronging  all  its  streets, 
Unveiling  all  the  triumi^ns  wx»n 
By  art  or  toil  beneath  tne  sun ; 
And  unto  common  good  ordain 
This  rivalship  of  hand  and  brain. 

IV.  ^ 

Tliou,  who  hast  here  in  concord  inrlcd 
The  war-flags  of  a  gathered  world. 
Beneath  our  Western  skies  fulfil 
The  Orient's  mission  of  good-will. 
And,    freighted    with    love's    Golden 

Fleece, 
Send  back  its  Argonauts  of  peace. 
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V. 

For  art  and  labor  met  m  truce, 
For  beanty  made  the  bride  of  use, 
We  thank  lliee ;  but,  withal,  we  crave 
The  austere  virtues  strong  to  save. 
The  honor  proof  to  place  or  gold. 
The  manhood  never  bought  nor  sold  ! 

VI. 

Oh  make  Thou  as,  through  centuries 

long, 
In  peace  secure,  in  Justice  strong  ; 
Around  our  gift  of  freedom  draw 
The  safeguards  of  Thy  righteous  law; 
And,  cast  in  some  diviner  mold. 
Let  the  new  cycle  shame  the  old  I 


THIERS 


Fate  summoned,  in  gray-bearded  age, 

to  act 
A  history  stranger  than  his  written  fact. 
Him  who  portrayed  the  splendor  and 
the  gloom 
Of  that  great  hour  when  throne  and 

altar  fell 
With  lonK  death-groan  which  still  is 
auflible. 
He,  when  around  the  walls  of  Paris 
rung 
The  Prussian  bugle  like  the  blast  of 
doom, 

^nd  every  ill  which  follows  unblest  war 
[addened  all  France  from  Finistire  to 
Var, 
llie  weight  of  fourscore  from  his 
shoulders  flung. 

And  guided  Freedom  in  the  path  he 
saw 

Lead  out  of  chaos  into  light  and  law, 

Peace,  not  imperial,  but  republican. 

And  order  pledged  to  all  the  Rights  of 
Man. 

II. 

Death  called  him  from  a  need  as  immi- 
nent 

As  that  from  which  the  Silent  William 
went 

When  powers  of  evil,  like  the  smiting 
seas 

On  Holland's  dikes,  assailed  her  liber- 
ties. 


Sadly,  while  yet  in  doabtful  balance 

hung 
The  weal  and  woe  of  France,  the  bells 

were  rung 
For  her  lost  leader.    Paralyzed  of  will. 
Above  his  bier  the  hearts  of  men  stood 

still. 
Then,  as  if  set  to  his  dead  lips,  thejtom 
Of  Roland  wound  once  more  to  rouse 

and  warn. 
The  old  voice  filled  the  air  1    His  last 

brave  word 
Not  vainly  France  to  all  her  boundaries 

stirred. 
Strong  as  in  life,  he  still  for  Freedom 

wrought, 
Ab  the  dead  Cid  at  red  Toloso  fought. 


FITZ-GREENE  HALLECK. 

AT  THB    UNVBILING  OF    HIS    STATUS. 

Among  their  graven  shapes  to  whom 

Thy  civic  wreaths  belong, 
O  city  of  his  love,  make  room 

For  one  whose  gift  was  song. 

Not  his  the  soldier's  sword  to  wield. 

Nor  his  the  helm  of  state, 
Nor  glory  of  the  stricken  field, 

Nor  inumph  of  debate. 

In  common  wa^s,  with  common  men. 
He  served  his  race  and  time 

As  well  as  if  his  clerkly  pen 
Had  never  danced  to  rhyme. 

If^  in  the  thronged  and  noisy  mart. 
The  Muses  found  their  son, 

Could  any  say  his  tuneful  art 
A  duty  left  undone  ? 

He  toiled  and  sang :  and  year  by  yeaur 
Men  found  their  homes  more  sweet. 

And  throueh  a  tenderer  atmosphere 
Looked  down  the  brick-walled  street. 

The  Greek's  wild  onset  Wall  Street 
knew; 

The  Red  King  walked  Broadway ; 
And  Alnwick  Castle's  roses  blew 

From  Palisades  to  Bay. 
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Fair  City  by  the  Sea !  upraise 
His  veil  with  reverent  hands ; 

And  mingle  with  thy  own  the  praise 
And  pride  of  other  lands. 

Let  Greece  his  fiery  lyric  breathe 

Above  her  hero- urns ; 
And  Scotland,  with  her  hollvt  wreathe 

The  flower  he  culled  for  Burns. 

O,  stately  stand  thy  palace  walls, 
Thy  tall  ships  ride  the  seas ; 

To-day  thy  poet's  name  recalls 
A  prouder  thought  than  these. 

Not  less  thy  pulse  of  trade  shall  beat. 
Nor  less  thy  tall  fleets  swim. 

That  shaded  square  and  dusty  street 
Are  classic  ground  through  him. 

Alive,  he  loved,  like  all  who  sing, 

The  echoes  of  his  song ; 
Too  late  the  tardy  meed  we  bring. 

The  praise  delayed  so  long. 

Too  late,  alas  I    Of  all  who  knew 

The  living  man,  to-day 
Before  his  unveiled  face,  how  few 

Make  bare  their  locks  of  gray  i 

Our  lips  of  praise  must  soon  be  dumb, 

Our  grateful  eyes  be  dim  ; 
O  brothers  of  the  days  to  come. 

Take  tender  charge  of  him  1 

New  hands  the  wires  of  song  may 
sweep. 

New  voices  challenge  hxnt  \ 
But  let  no  mo^  of  vears  o*ercreep 

The  lines  of  Halleck*s  name. 


WILLIAM     FRANCIS     BART- 
LE'rr. 

O,  WBLL  may  Essex  sit  forlorn 
Beside  her  sea-blown  shore  ; 

Her  well  beloved,  her  noblest  bom, 
Is  hers  in  life  no  more  I 

No  lapse  of  years  can  render  less 
Her  memory's  sacred  claim ; 

No  fountain  of  forgetfulness 
Can  wet  the  lips  of  Fame. 


A  grief  alike  to  wound  and  heal, 
A  thought  to  soothe  and  pain. 

The  sad,  sweet  pride  that  mothers  feel 
To  her  must  still  remain. 

Good  men  and  true  she  has  not  lacked, 
And  brave  men  yet  shall  be : 

The  perfect  flower,  the  crowning  (act. 
Of  all  her  j'ears  was  he  1 

As  Galahad  pure,  as  Merlin  sage. 
What  worthier  knight  was  found 

To  grace  in  Arthur's  golden  age 
The  labled  Table  Round? 

A  voice,  the  battle's  trumpet-note. 

To  welcome  and  restore  ; 
A  hand,  that  all  unwilling  smote. 

To  heal  and  build  once  more  ! 

A  soul  of  fire,  a  tender  heart 
Too  warm  for  hate,  he  knew 

The  generous  victor's  gracefiil  part 
To  sheathe  the  sword  he  drew. 

When  Earth,  as  if  on  evil  dreams, 
Looks  back  upon  her  wars. 

And   the  white  light  of  Christ  out- 
streams 
From  the  red  disk  of  Mars, 

His  hxat  who  led  the  stormy  van 

Of  battle  well  may  cease. 
But  never  that  which  crowns  the  man 

Whose  victory  was  Peace. 

Mourn,  Essex,  on  thv  sea-blown  shore 

Thy  beautiful  and  brave^ 
.  Whose  failing  hand  the  olive  bore. 

Whose  dying  lips  forgave  ! 

Let  age  lament  the  youthful  chiei^ 

And  tender  eyes  be  dim  ; 
The  tears  are  more  of  joy  than  grief 

That  fall  tor  one  like  him  1 


THE  TWO  ANGELS. 

God  called  the  nearest  angels  who  dwell 

with  Him  above : 
The  tenderest  one  was  Pity,  the  dearest 

one  was  Love. 
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**  Arise,"  He  said,  *'  my  angels  (  a  wai] 

of  woe  aod  sin 
Steals  through  the  gates  of  heaven,  and 

saddens  all  within. 

*'  My  harps  take  up  the  mournful  strain 
»         that  from  a  lost  world  swells.. 
The  smoke  of  torment  clouds  the  light 
and  blights  the  asphodels. 

*'  Fly  downward  to  that  trader  world, 
and  on  its  souls  of  pain 

Let  Love  drop  smiles  like  sunshine,  and 
Pity  tears  like  rain  1  '* 

Two  fiices  bowed  before  the  Throne, 
veiled  in  their  golden  hair  ; 

Four  white  wings  lessened  swiftly  down 
the  dark  abyaa  of  air. 

The  way  was  stranse^  the  flight  was 
long ;  at  last  the  angels  came 

Where  swung  the  lost  and  nether  world, 
red-wrapped  in  rayless  flame. 

There  Pity,  shuddering,  wept ;  but 
Love,  with  faith  too  strong  for 

.         fear, 

Took  heart  from  God's  almighiiness 
and  smiled  a  smile  of  cheer. 

And  lo  !  that  tear  of  Pity  ooenched  the 

flame  whereon  it  fell, 
ILnd,with  the  sunshine  of  that  smile, 

hope  entered  into  hell  1 

Two  unveiled  feces  full  of  joy  looked 

upward  to  the  Throne, 
Fonr  white  wings  folded  at  the  feet  of 

Him  who  sat  thereon  t 

And  deeper  than  the  sound  of  seas, 
more  soft  than  falling  flake, 

Amidst  the  hush  of  wing  and  song  the 
Voice  Eternal  spsJee : 

•*  Welcome,  my  angels !  ye  have 
brought  a  holier  joy  to  heaven  ; 

Henceforth  its  sweetest  song  shall  be  the 
song  of  sin  forgiven  !  " 


THE  LIBRARY. 

SUNG  AT  THE  OPENING  OP  THE  HAVBR 
MILL   LI  BRAKY. 

**  Let  there  be  light  1 "  God  spake 

of  old, 
And  over  chaos  dark  and  cold. 
And,  through  the  dead  and  formless 

frame 
Of  nature,  life  and  order  came. 

Faint  was  the  light  at  first  that  shone 
On  giant  fern  and  mastodon. 
On  half-formed  plant  and  beast  of  prey, 
And  man  as  rude  and  wild  as  they. 

Age  after  age,  jike  waves,  o'erran 
The  earth,  uplifting  brute  and  man  ; 
And  mind,  at  length,  in  symbols  dark 
Its  meanings  traced  on  stone  and  bark. 

On  leaf  of  palm,  on  sedge-wrought  roll. 
On  plastic  clay  and  leatnern  scroll, 
Man  wrote  his    thoughts;    the  ages 

passed. 
And  lo  !  the  Press  was  found  at  last ! 

Then  dead  souls  woke  ;  the  thoughts  of 

.nen 
Whose  bones  were  dust  revived  again  ; 
The  cloister's  silence  found  a  tongue. 
Old  prophets  spake,  old  poets  sung. 

And  here,  tn-day,  the  dead  look  down, 
The  kings  of  mind  again  we  crown  ; 
We  hear  the  voices  lost  so  long, 
The  sage's  word,  the  sibyl's  song. 

Here  Greek  and  Roman  find  themselves 
Alive  along  these  crowded  shelves : 
And  Shakespeare  treads  again  his  stage, 
And  Chaucer  paints  anew  his  age. 

As  if  some  Pantheon's  marbles  broke 
Their  stony  trance,  and  lived  and  spoke, 
Life  thrills  along  the  alcoved  hall. 
The  lords  of  thought  await  our  call  1 


K!NG  SOLOMON  AND  THE  ANTS. 


THE  HENCHMAN. 

Mv  lady  walks  her  momiDg  round. 
My  lady's  pa^e  her  fleet  g^reyhound. 
My  lady's  nair  the  fiond  winds  stir, 
And  all  the  birds  make  songs  for  her. 

Her  thrushes  sing  in  Rathbum  bowers. 
And  Rathbum  side  is  gay  with  flowers ; 
But  ne'er  like  hers,  in  flower  or  bird, 
Was  beauty  seen  or  music  heard. 

The  distance  of  the  stars  is  hers : 
lite  least  of  all  her  worshippers, 
llie  dust  beneath  her  dainty  heel. 
She  knows  not  that  I  see  or  feel. 

O  proud  and  calm  I  —  she  cannot  know 
Where'er  she  goes  with  her  I  go ; 

0  cold  and  fair  1  —  she  cannot  guess 

1  kneel  to  share  her  hound's  caress  ! 

Gay  knights  beside  her  hunt  and  hawk, 
I  rob  their  ears  of  her  sweet  talk  ; 
Her  suitors  come  from  east  and  west, 
I  steal  her  smiles  from  every  guest. 

Unheard  of  her,  in  loving  words, 
I  greet  her  with  the  song  of  birds  : 
I  reach  her  with  her  green-armed  bow- 
ers, 
I  kiss  her  with  the  lips  of  flowers. 

The  hound  and  I  are  on  her  trail. 
The  wind  and  I  uplift  her  veil ; 
As  if  the  calm,  cold  moon  she  were. 
And  I  the  tide,  I  follow  her. 

As  unrebuked  as  I  hey,  I  share 
The  license  of  the  stin  and  air. 
And  in  a  common  homage  hide 
My  worship  from  her  scorn  and  pride. 

World-wide  apart,  and  yet  so  near, 
I  breathe  her  charmed  atmns|>here. 
Wherein  to  her  my  service  brings 
The  reverence  due  to  holy  things 

Her  maiden  pride,  her  haughty  name, 
My  dumb  devotion  shall  not  shame  ; 
The  love  that  no  return  doth  crave 
To  knightly  levels  lifts  the  slave- 


No  lanoe  have  T,  in  joost  or  fight, 
To  splinter  in  nv  lady's  ^hc ; 
But,  at  her  feet,  now  Uest  were  I 
For  any  need  of  hers  to  die  1 


KING   SOLOMON    AND   THE 
ANTS. 

OiTT  from  Jerusalem 
The  king  rode  with  his  great 
War  chiefis  and  lords  of  state. 

And  Sheba's  queen  with  them, 

Comely,  but  black  withal, 
I'o  whom,  perchance,  belongs 
That  wondrous  Song  of  songSi 

Sensuous  and  mystical. 

Whereto  devout  souls  ttim 

In  fond,  ecstatic  dream, 

And  through  its  earth-bom  theme 
The  Love  of  loves  discern. 

Proud  in  the  Syrian  sun. 

In  gold  and  purple  sheen. 

The  du  sk  y  Lt  h  ion  queen 
Smiled  on  Ring  Soionon. 

Wisest  of  men,  he  knew 
The  languages  of  all 
llie  creatures  great  or  small 

That  trod  the  earth  or  flew. 

Across  an  ant-hill  led 
The  king's  jpath,  and  he  heard 
1  IS  small  folk,  and  their  word 

He  thus  interpreted : 

"  Here  comes  the  king  men  greet 
As  wise  and  ^ood  and  just. 
To  crush  us  m  the  dust 

Under  his  heedless  feet." 

The  great  king  bowed  his  hefldt 
And  saw  the  wide  surprise 
Of  the  Queen  of  Sheba's  eyes 

As  he  told  her  what  they  said. 

"  O  king !  **  she  whispered  sweet, 
"Too  happy  faie  have  they 
Who  perisli  in  thy  way 

Beneath  thy  gracious  feet  I 
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**  Thoa  of  the  God  -ient  crown, 
Shall  these  vile  creatures  dare 
Murmur  aKainst  thee  where 

The  knees  ofkiugs  kneel  down  ?  " 

"  Nav,"  Solomon  replied, 
**  The  wise  and  strong  should  seek 
The  wei&re  of  the  weak," 

And  turned  his  horse  aside. 

His  train,  with  ouick  alarm, 
Curved  with  tneir  leader  round 
The  ant-hill's  peopled  mound. 

And  left  it  free  from  harm. 

The  jewelled  head  bent  low 
**  O  king  !  "  she  said,  **  henceforth 
The  secret  of  thv  worth 

And  wisdom  well  I  know. 

**  Happy  must  be  the  State 
Whose  ruler  heedeth  more 
The  murmurs  of  the  poor 

Than  flatteries  of  the  great.*' 


RED  RIDING-HOOD. 

On  the  wide  lawn  the  snow  lay  deep, 
Ridged  o'er  with  many  a  drifted  heap ; 
The  wind  that  through  the  pine-trees 

sung 
llie   naked    elm-boughs   tossed   and 

swung ; 
While,   through   the  window,   frosty- 
starred, 
Atcainst  the  sunset  purple  barred. 
We  saw  the  sombre  crow  flap  by, 
The  hawk's  gray  fleck  along  the  sky, 
The  crested  blue-Jay  flitting  swift. 
The  squirrel  poismg  on  the  drift. 
Erect,  alert,  nis  broad  gray  tail 
Set  to  the  north  wind  like  a  sail. 
It  came  to  pass,  our  little  lass. 
With  flattened  face  against  the  glass. 
And  eyes  in  which  the  tender  dew 
Of  pity  shone,  stood  gazing  through 
The  narow  space  her  rosy  lips 
Had  melted  from  the  frost's  eclipse : 
'*  Oh,  see,"  she  cried,  '*the  poor  blue- 
lays  1 
What  u  it  that  the  black  crow  says  ? 
The  squirrel  lifts  his  little  legs 


Because  he  has  no  hands,  and  begs ; 
He  *8  asking  for  ray  nuts,  I  know  : 
May  I  not  feed  them  on  the  snow  ? 


t? 


Half  lost  within  her  boots,  her  head 
Warm-sheltered  in  her  hood  of  red. 
Her  plaid  skirt  close  about  her  drawn, 
She  floundered  down  the  wintry  lawn  : 
Now  struggling  through  the  misty  veil 
Blown  rodd  her  by  the  shrieking  gale ; 
Now  sinking  in  a  drift  so  low 
Her  scarlet  hood  could  scarcely  show 
Its  dash  of  color  on  the  snow. 

She  dropped  for  bird  and  beast  forlorn 
Her  little  store  of  nuts  and  com, 
And  thus  her  timid  guests  bespoke  : 
"Come,  squirrel,  m>m   your   hollow 

oak,  — 
Come,  black  old  crow,  —  come,  poor 

blue-jay. 
Before  your  supper 's  blown  away  I 
Don't  be  afraio,  we  adl  are  good : 
And    I  'm    mamma's    Red    Riding- 
Hood!" 

O  Thou  whose  care  is  over  all. 
Who  heedest  even  the  sparrow's  fall. 
Keep  in  the  little  maiden's  breast 
The  pity  which  is  now  its  guest  I 
Let  not  her  cultured  years  make  less 
The  childhood  charm  of  tenderness. 
But  let  her  feel  as  well  as  know, 
Nor  harder  with  her  polish  ^row  I 
Unmoved  by  sentimental  grief 
That  wails  alone  some  printed  leaf. 
But,  prompt  with  kindlv  word  and  deed 
To  own  the  claims  of  all  who  need. 
Let  the  grown  woman's  self  make  good 
The  promise  of  Red  Riding- Hood  ! 


THE  PRESSED  GENTIAN. 

Thb  time  of  gifts  has  come  again, 
And,  on  my  northern  window-pane. 
Outlined  against  the  day's  brief  light, 
A  Christmas  token  hangs  in  sight. 
The  wayside  travellers,  as  they  pass, 
Mark  the  gray  disk  of  clouded  glass : 
And  the  dull  blankuess  seems,  per- 

chance, 
Folly  to  their  wise  ignorance. 


VH 


GiyiNG  AND  TAKING, 


They  cannot  fitMn  their  outlook  tee 
The  perfect  graoe  it  hath  for  me ; 
For  there  the  flower*  whose   fringes 

through 
lite  frosty  breath  of  autumn  blew. 
Turns  from  without  its  face  of  bloom 
To  the  warm  tropic  of  my  room, 
As  fair  as  when  beside  its  brook 
The  hue  of  bending  skies  it  took. 

So,  from  the  trodden  ways  of  earth, 
Seem  some  sweet  souls  who  veil  their 

worth, 
And  offer  to  the  careless  glance 
l*he  clouding  gray  of  circumstance. 
They  blossom  best  where  hearth-fires 

bum. 
To  loving  eyes  alone  they  turn 
The  flowers  of  inward  grace,  that  hide 
Their  beauty  firom  the  world  outside. 

But  deeper  meanings  come  to  me. 
My  half-immortal  flower,  finom  thee  ! 
Man  judges  from  a  partial  view, 
None  ever  yet  his  brother  knew  ; 
The  Eternal  Eye  that  sees  the  whole 
May  better  read  the  darkened  soul, 
And  find,  to  outward  sense  denied, 
The  flower  upon  its  inmost  side  i 


OVERRULED. 

The  threads  our  hands  in  blindness  spin 
No  self-determined  plan  weaves  in ; 
The  shuttle  of  the  unseen  powers 
Works  out  a  pattern  not  as  ours. 

Ah  I  small  the  choice  of  him  who  sings 
What  sound  shall  leave  the  smitten 

strings : 
Fate  holds  and  guides  the  hand  of  art ; 
The  singer's  is  the  servant's  part. 

The  wind'harp  chooses  not  the  tone  ^ 
That  through  its  trembling  threads  is 

blown : 
The  patient  organ  cannot  guess 
What  hand  its  passive  keys  shall  press. 

Through  wish,  resolve,  and  act,  oor 

will 
Is  moved  by  ondreamed  forces  still ; 


And  no  man  measures  in  s^vanct 
His  strength  with  untried  drcumstanoa 

As  streams  take  hue  from  shade  and 

sun. 
As  runs  the  life  the  song  must  run  ; 
But,  glad  or  sad,  to  his  good  end 
God  grant  the  varying  notes  may  tend  ? 


HYMN. 

StmC   AT  THB   ANNIVBKSARY   OF   THK 
CHILDRBN*S  MISSION,  BOSTON,   1 878. 

Thins  are  all  the  gifU.  O  God ! 

Thine  the  broken  bread  ; 
Let  the  naked  feet  be  shod. 

And  the  starving  fed 

Let  Thy  children,  by  Thy  grace, 

Give  as  thev  abound. 
Till  the  poor  have  breathing-space. 

And  the  lost  are  found. 

Wiser  than  the  miser's  hoas 

Is  the  giver's  choice  ; 
Sweeter  tnan  the  song  of  birds 

Is  the  thankful  voice. 

Welcome  smiles  on  faces  sad 

As  the  flowers  of  spring : 
Let  the  tender  hearts  be  glad 

With  the  joy  they  brin<. 

Happier  for  their  pity's  sake 
Make  their  sports  and  plays. 

And  from  lips  of  childhood  take 
Thy  perfected  praise  1 


GIVING  AND   TAKING.* 

Who  gives  and  hides  the  giving  hand, 

Nor  counts  on  favor,  fame,  or  praise 

Shall  find  his  smallest  gift  outweighs* 

The  burden  of  the  sea  and  land. 

• 

I  have  attempted  to  put  in  English  verve  v 
prose  translation  of  a  ooein  by  TinnevaJuvav 
a  Hindoo  poet  of  the  tnird  ceiUiary  of  our  — 
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Who  gives  to  whom  hath  naught  been 
given, 
His  gift  in  need,  though  small  indeed 
As  S  the  grass-blade's  wind-blown 
seed, 
Is  large  as  earth  and  rich  as  heaven. 

Forget  it  not,  O  man,  to  whom 
A  gift  shall  fiiU,  while  yet  on  earth ; 
Yea,  even  to  thy  seven-fold  birth 

Recail  it  in  the  lives  to  come. 

Who  broods  above  a  wrong;  in  thought 
Sins  much  ;  but  greater  sin  is  his 
Who,  fed  and  clothed  with   kind- 
nesses. 

Shall  count  the  holy  alms  as  nought. 

Who  dares  to  curse  the   hands  that 
bless 

Shall  know  of  sin  the  deadliest  cost ; 

The  patience  of  the  heavens  is  lost 
Beholding  man's  unthankfulness. 

For  he  who  breaks  all  laws  may  still 
In  Sivam's  mercy  be  forgiven ; 
But  none  can  save,  in  earth  or  heaven. 

The  wretch  who  answcre  good  with  ill. 


•«I 


WAS   A   STRANGER,   AND 
YE  TOOK  ME  IN." 

'Neath  skies  that  winter  never  knew 
The  air  was  full  of  light  and  balm. 

And  warm  and  soft  the  Gulf  wind  blew 
Through  orange  bloom  and  groves  of 
palm. 

A  stranger  firom  the  frozen  North, 
Who  sought  the  fount  of  health  in 
vain, 
Sank  homeless  on  the  alien  earth. 
And  breathed  the  languid  air  with 
pain. 

God's  angel  came  1    The  tender  shade 
Of  pity  made  her  blue  eye  dim  ;  _ 

Against  her  woman's  breast  she  laid 
The  drooping,  fainting  head  of  him. 

Slie  bore  him  to  a  pleasant  room. 
Flower-sweet  and  cool  with  salt  sea 
air. 

And  watched  beside  his  bed,  for  whom 
His  ar-off  sisters  might  not  care. 


She   fanned    his    feverish    brow  and 

smoothed 

Its  lines  of  pain  with  tenderest  touch. 

With  holy  hymn  and  prayer  she  soothed 

The  trembling   soul  that   feared  so 

much. 

Through  her  the  peace  that  passeth 
sight 

Came  to  him,  as  he  lapsed  away 
As  one  whose  troubled  dreams  of  night 

Slide  slowly  into  tranquil  day. 

The  sweetness  of  the  Land  of  Flowers 
Upon  his  lonely  grave  she  laid : 

The  jasmine  dropiwd  iu  golden  show- 
ers. 
The  orange  lent  its  bloom  and  shade- 

And    something    whispered    in    her 
thought,  . 

More  sweet  than  mortal  voices  be : 
"The  service  thou  for  him  hast  wrought, 

O  daughter  1  hath  been  done  for  me." 


AT  SCHOOL-CLOSE. 

BOWDOIN   STRERT  (1877)' 

Thb  end  has  come,  as  come  it  must 
To  all  things ;  in  these  sweet  June 
days 

The  teacher  and  the  scholar  trust 
Their  parting  feet  to  separate  ways. 

They  part  :  but  in  the  years  to  be 
Shall   pleasant   memories   cling   to 
each. 

As  shells  bear  inland  from  the  sea 
The  murmur  of  the  rhythmic  beach. 

One  knew  the  joy  the  sculptor  knot's 
When,  plastic  to  his  lightest  touch. 

His  clay-wrought  model  slowly  grows 
To  that  fine  grace  desired  so  much. 

So  daily  grew  before  her  eyes 
The    living    shapes    whereon    she 
wrouffht, 
Strong,  tender,  innocently  wise. 
The  child's  heart  with  the  woman's 
thought 
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And  one  shall  never  qnite  foivet 
The  voice  Uiat  called  from  (beam  and 


The  fiim  Init  kindly  band  that  set 
Her    feet    in    learning's    pleasant 


pJay» 

but 
ieet 
may,— 

The  joy  of  Undine  soul-. 

The  wakening  sense,  the  strange  de- 
light 
That  swelled  the  fabled  statue's  breast 

And  filled  its  clouded  eyes  with  sight ! 

O  Youth  and  Beauty,  loved  of  all ! 

Ye   oass   from   girlhood's   gate   of 
dreams ; 
In  broader  ways  your  footsteps  fiill. 

Ye  test  the  trutn  of  all  that  seems. 

Her  little  realm  the  teacher  leaves, 
She  breaks  her  wand  of  power  apart 

While,  for  your  love  and  trust,  she  gives 
The  warm  thanks  of  a  grateful  heart. 

Hers  is  the  sober  summer  noon 

Contrasted  with  your  mom  of  spring : 
The  waning  with  tne  waxing  moon. 

The  folded  with  the  outspread  wing- 
Across  the  distance  of  the  yeaurs 

She  sends  her  God-speed  back  to  you ; 
She  has  no  thought  ol  doubts  or  fears : 

Be  but  yourselves,  be  pure,  be  true, 

And  prompt  in  duty ;  heed  the  deep. 
Low  voice  of  conscience :  through  the 
ill 

And  discord  round  about  you,  keep 
Your  faith  in  human  nature  still. 

Be  gentle  :  unto  griefs  and  needs. 
Be  pitiful  as  woman  should. 

And,  spite  of  all  the  lies  of  creeds. 
Hold  fast  the  truth  that  God  is  good. 

Give  and  receive ;  go  forth  and  bless 
The  world  that  needs  the  hand  and 
heart 

Of  Martha's  helpful  carefulness 
No  less  than  Mary's  better  part. 

60  shall  the  stream  of  time  flow  by 
And  leave  each  year  a  richer  good. 

And  matron  loveliness  outvie 
The  nameless  charm  of  maidenhood* 


And,  when  the  world  shall  link  your 
names 

With  gracious  lives  and  manners  fine. 
The  teacher  shall  assert  her  claims. 

And  proudly  whisper,  "  These  were 


mine 


i»» 


AT  EVENTIDE. 

Poos  and  inadequate  the  shadow-play 
Of  gain  and  loss,  of  waking  and  ol 

dream, 
Against    life's   solemn  background 

needs  must  seem 
At  this  late  hour.    Yet,  not  unthank- 

fully, 
I  call  to  mind  the  fountains  by  the  way. 
The  breath  of  flowers,  the  bira-aong  00 

the  spray. 
Dear  frienas,  sweet  human  loves,  the 

joy  of  giving 
And  of  receiving,  the  great  boon  of 

living 
In  grand  nistoric  years  when  Libotv 
Had  need  of  word  and  work,  quioK 

sympathies 
For  all  who  fail  and  suffer,  song's  relieC 
Nature's   uncloying    loveliness;   and 

chief. 
The  kind  restraining  hand  of  Provi- 
dence, 
The   inward  witness,  the   assuring 

sense 
Of  an  Eternal  Good  which  overlies  ^ 
The  sorrow  of  the  world.  Love  whidi 

outlives 
All  sin  and  wrong.  Compassion  whidi 

forgives 
To  the  uttermost,  and  Justice  whose 

clear  eyes 
Through  lapse  and  failure  look  to  the 

intent, 
And  judge  our  frailty  by  the  lifin  «• 

meant 
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Not  without  envy  Wealth  at  times 

must  look 
On  their  brown  strength  who  wield  the 

reaping -h(x>k 
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And  scythe,  or,  at  the  forge-fire  shape 
the  plow 

Or  the  steel  harness  of  the  steeds  of 
steam  ;  — 
All  who,  by  skill  and  patience,  any- 
how 

Make  service  noble,  and  the  earth  re- 
deem 

From  savageness.     By  kingly  accolade 

Than  theirs  was  never  worthier  knight- 
hood made. 

Well  for  them,  iC,  while  demagogues 
their  vain 

And  evil  counsels  proffer,  they  main- 
tain 
Their  honest  manhood  unseduced, 
and  wage 

No  war  with  Labor's  right  to  Labor's 
gain 

Of  sweet  home-comfort,  rest  of  hand 
and  brain, 
And  softer  pillow  for  the  head  of  Age. 

II. 

And  well  for  Gain  if  it  ungrudging  yields 
Labor  its  just  demand ;  and  well  for 

Ease 
If  in  the  uses  of  its  own,  it  sees 

No  wrong  to  him  who  tills  its  pleasant 
fields 
And  spreads  the  table  of  its  luxuries. 

The  interests  of  the  rich  man  and  the 
poor 

Are  one  and  same,  inseparable  ever- 
more ; 

And,  when  scant  wage  or  labor  fail  to 
give 

Food,  shelter,  raiment,  wherewithal  to 
live. 

Need  has  its  rights,  necessity  its  daim. 


Yea,  even   self-wrought   misery   and 

shame 
Test  well  the  charity  suffering  long  and 

kind. 
The  home-pressed  question  of  the  age 

can  nnd 
No  answer  in  the  catch -words  of  the 

blind 
Leaders  of  blind.  Solution  there  is  none 
Save  in  the  Golden  Rule  of  Christ  alone- 


RESPONSE. 
1877. 

Brsidb  that  milestone  where  the  level 

sun. 
Nigh  unto  setting,  sheds  his  last,  low 

rays 
On  worcl  and  work  irrevocably  done. 
Life's  bier^ing  threads  of  good  and  ill 

outspun, 
I  hear,  O  firiends  I  your  words  of  cheet 

and  praise. 
Half  doubtful  if  mjrself  or  otherwise. 
Like  him  who,  in  the  old  Arabian 

joke, 
A  beggar  slept  and  crownM  Caliph 

woke. 
Thanks  not  the  less.    With  not  unglad 

surprise 
I  see  my  life-work  through  your  partial 

eyes; 
Assured,  in  giving  to  my  home-taught 

songs 
A  higher  value  than  of  right  belongs. 
You  do  but  read  between  the  written 

lines 
The  finer  grace  of  unfulfilled  designs. 


THE    KING'S    MISSIVE. 


AND  OTHER   POEMS. 


THE  PRELUDE. 

I  SPKBAD  a  scanty  board  too  late ; 
The  old-time  guests  for  whom  I  wait 
Come  few  and  slow,  methinkS|  to- 
day. 
Ah  I  who  could  hear  my  messages 
Across  the  dim  iinsounded  seas 
On   which   so   many   have    sailed 
away  1 

Come,  then,  old  friends,  who  linger 

yet. 
And  let  us  meet,  as  we  have  met. 
Once  more  beneath  this  low  sun- 
shine; 
And   grateful    for   the    good   we've 

known. 
The  riddles  solved,  the  ills  outgrown. 
Shake  hands  upon  the  border-line. 

The  favor,  asked  too  oft  before, 
From  your  indulgent  ears,  once  more 

I  crave,  and,  it  belated  lays 
To  slower,  feebler  measures  move, 
The  silent  sympathy  of  love 

To  me  is  dearer  now  than  praise. 

And  ye,  O  younger  friends,  for  whom 
My  hearth  and  heart  keep  open  room. 

Come  smiling  through  the  shadows 
long. 
Be  with  me  while  the  sun  ^oes  down, 
And  with  your  cheerful  voices  drown 

The  minor  of  my  even-song. 

For,  e9ual  through  the  day  and  night, 
The  wise  Eternal  oversight 
And  love  and  power  and  righteous 
will 


Remain :  the  law  of  destiny 
The  best  for  each  and  all  must  be» 
And  life  its  promise  shall  fulfil. 


THE  KING'S    MISSIVE.^ 
1661. 

Undbr  the  great  hill  slopiog  bare 
To  cove  and  meadow  and  Commoa 

lot, 
In  his  council  chamber  and  oaken 

chair. 
Sat  the  worshipful  Goreraor  Endi- 

cott. 
A  grave,  strong  man,  who  knew  no 

peer 
In  the  pilgrim  land,  where  he  ruled  in 

fear 
Of  God^  not  man,  and  for  good  or  ill 
Held  his  trust  with  an  iron  will. 


He  had  shorn  with  his  sword  the 

from  out 
The  flag,  and  cloven  the  May>poIe 

down, 
Harried  the  heathen  ronnd  about. 
And   whipped   the   Quakers    tram 

town  to  town. 
Earnest  and  honest,  a  man  at  need 
To  burn  like  a  torch  for  his  own  harsh 

creed, 
He  kept  with  the  flaming  brand  of  his 

zeal 
The  gate  of  the  holy  common  weal. 

His  brow  was  douded,  his  eye  was 
stem. 
With  a  look  of  mingled  sorrow  and 
wrath; 
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"Woe's  mei**  he  monnured:    "at 

eyeiy  turn 
The  pestilent  Quaker*  are   in   my 

path  I 
Some  we  have  acourgedf  and  banished 

sofne^ 
Some  hanged,  more  doomed,  and  still 

they  come. 
Fast  as  the  tide  of  yon  bay  sets  in. 
Sowing  their  heresy's  seed  of  sin. 

"  Did  we   count    on   this?    Did  we 

leave  behind 
The  graves  of  our  kin,  the  comfort 

and  ease 
Of  our  English  hearths  and  homes,  to 

find 
Troublers  of  Israel  such  as  these  ? 
Shall  1  spare?    Shall  I  pity  them? 

God  forbid! 
I  will  do  as  the  prophet  to  Ajrag  did : 
They  come  to  poison  the  weUs  of  the 

Word, 
I  will  hew  tnem  in  pieces  before  the 

Lord!" 


The  door  swung  open,  and  Rawson  the 

clerk 
Entered,     and    whispered     under 

breath, — 
"  There  waits  below  for  the  hangman's 

work 
A  fellow  banished  on  pain  of  death  — 
Shattuck,^  of  Salem,  unhealed  of  the 

whip, 
Brought  over  in  Master  Goldsmith's 

ship 
At  anchor  here  in  a  Christian  port. 
With  freight  of  the  devil  and  all  his 

sort!" 

Twice  and   thrice   on    the   chamber 
floor 
Striding  fiercely  from  wall  to  wall, 

"  Tlie  Lord  do  so  to  me  and  more," 
The  Governor  cried,  "  if  I  hang  not 
all! 

Bring  hither  the  Quaker."  '  Calm,  se- 
date, 

With  the  look  of  a  man  at  ease  with 
fate, 

Into  that  presence  grim  and  dread 

Came  Samuel  Shattuck,  with  hat  on 
head. 


"  Off  with  the  knave's  hat  I"    An  an- 
gry hand 
Smote  down  _  the  offence ;  but  the 
wearer  said. 

With  a  quiet  smile,  "  By  the  king's 
command 
I  bear  his  message  and  stand  in  his 
stead." 

In  the  Governor's  hand  a  missive  he 
laid 

With  the  royal  arms  on  its  seal  dis- 
played. 

And  the  proud  man  spakC}  as  he  gazed 
thereat. 

Uncovering, "  Give  Mr.  Shattuck  his 

He  turned   to   the   Quaker,  bowinir 
low, — 
"The     king     commandeth     your 
friends*  release, 

Doubt  not   he   shall   be   obeyed,  al« 
though 
To  his  suDJects'  sorrow  and  sin's  in- 
crease. 

What  he  here  enjoineth,  John  Endi- 
cott. 

His  loyal  servant,  questioneth  not. 

You  are  free!    God  grant  the  spirit 
you  own 

May  take  you  from  us  to  parts  un- 
known." 

So  the  door  of  the  jail  was  open  cast, 
And,  like  Daniel,  out  of  the  lion's 
den 

Tender  youth  and  girlhood  passed, 
With  age-bowed  women  and  gray- 
locked  men. 

And  the  voice  of  one  appointed  to 
die 

Was  lifted  in  praise  and  thanks  on 
high. 

And  the  little  maid  from  New  Nether- 
lands 

Kissed,  in  her  joy,  the  doomed  man's 
hands. 

And  one,  whose  call  was  to  minister^ 
To  the  souls  in  prison,  beside  him 
went, 
An  ancient  woman,  bearing  with  her 
The  linen    shroud   for   hts   burial 
meant. 
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For  the,  not  coanting  her  own  life 
dear, 

In  the  strength  of  n  love  that  cast  out 
fear. 

Had  watched  and  served  where  her 
brethren  died^ 

Like  those  who  waited  the  cross  be- 
side. 

One  moment  they  paused  on  their  way 
to  look 
On  the  martyr  giaves  by  the  Com- 
mon side. 

And  much  scourged  Wharton  of  Sa- 
lem took 
His  burden   of    prophecy   up  and 
cried: 

*'  Rest,  souls  of  the  valiant  I  Not  in 
vain 

Have  ye  home  the  Master's  cross  of 
pain; 

Ye  have  fought  the  fight,  ye  are  vic- 
tors crowned, 

With  a  fourfold  chain  ye  have  Satan 
bound!" 

The  autumn  haze  lay  soft  and  still 
On  wood  and  meadow  and  upland 
farms; 
On  the  brow  of  Snow  Hill  the  great 
windmill 
Slowly  and  lazilv  swung  its  arms ; 
Broad  in  the  sunshine  stretched  away, 
With  its  capes  and   islands,  the  tur- 
quoise bay ; 
And  over  water  and  dusk  of  pines 
Blue  hills  lifted  their  faint  outlines. 

The  topaz  leaves  of  the  walnut  glowed, 
The  sumach  added  its  crimson  fleck. 
And  double  in  air  and  water  showed 

The  tinted  maples  along  the  Neck ; 
Through  frost  flower  clusters  of  pale 

star-mist, 
And  gentian  fringes  of  amethyst. 
And  rojral  plumes  of  golden-rod. 
The  grazing  cattle  on  Gentry  trod. 

But  as  they  who  see  not,  the  Quakers 

saw 
The  world  about  them :  they  only 

thought 
With  deep  thanksgiving  and  pious 

awe 


On  the  great  deliverance  God  had 

wrought. 
Through  lane  and  all^  the  gaxtng 

town 
NcMstly  followed  them  up  and  down ; 
Some  with  scoffing  and  brutal  jeer, 
Some  with  pity  ami  words  ol  cheer. 

One  brave  voice  rose  above  the  din. 
Upsall,   gray  with   hia    leiq;th  of 

Cried  from  the  door  of  his  Red  Lion 

Inn : 
"  Men   of    Boston,  give   God   the 

praise! 
No   more  shall   innocent   blood  call 

down 
The  bolts  of  wrath   oo    yoor  gnOty 

town. 
The  freedom  of  worship,  dear  to  you. 
Is  dear  to  all,  and  to  all  is  due. 

"  I  see  the  vision  of  days  to  come^ 
When  your  beautiful   City  at   the 
Bay 

Shall   be   Christian    liberty's  chosen 
home, 
And  none  shall  his  neighboi's  rights 
gainsay. 

The  varying  notes  of  wordiip   shall 
blend 

And  as  one  great  prayer  to  God  as- 
cend, 

And  hands  of  mutual  charity  raise 

Walls   of^  salvation    and    gates    of 
praise." 

So  passed  the  Quakers  through  Bos* 

ton  town, 
Whose  painful  ministers  aghed  to 

see 
The  walls  of  their  sheep^old  falliog 

down, 
And  wolves  <rf  heresy  prowling  free. 
But  the  years  went  on,  and  Nought 

no  wrong ; 
With  milder  counsels  the  State  grew 

strong, 
As  outward  Letter  and  inward  Light 
Kept  the  balance  of  truth  aright. 

The  Puritan  smrit  perishing  not, 
To  Concord's   yeomen   the  ugnai 
sent, 
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And  spake  in  the  voice  of  the  cannon- 
shot 
That  serered  the  chains  of  a  conti- 
nent. 

With  its  gentler  mission  of  peace  and 
good-will 

The  thought  of  the  Quaker  is  living 
still  f 

And  the  freedom  of  soul  he  prophesied 

Is  gospel  and  law  where  the  martyrs 


ST  MARTIN'S  SUMMER.** 

Though  flowers  have  perished  at  the 
touch 

Of  Frost,  the  early  comer, 
I  hail  the  season  loved  so  much, 

The  good  St.  Martin's  summer. 

O  gracious  mom,  with  rose-red  dawn, 
And  thin  moon  curving  o'er  it  I 

The  old  year's  darling,  latest  bom. 
More  loved  than  all  before  it ! 

How  flamed  the  sunrise  through  the 
pines! 

How  stretched  the  birchen  shadows, 
Braiding  in  long,  wind- wavered  lines 

The  westward  sloping  meadows ! 

The  sweet  day,  ofwning  as  a  flower 

Unfolds  its  petals  tender, 
Renews  for  us  at  noontide's  hour 

The  summer's  tempered  splendor. 

The  birds  are  hushed ;  alone  the  wind. 
That  through  the  woodland  searches. 

The  red-oak's  lingering  leaves  can  fiiid, 
And  yellow  plumes  of  larches. 

But  still  the  balsam-breathing  pine 
Invites  no  thought  of  sorrow. 

No  hint  of  loss  from  air  like  wine 
The  earth's  content  can  borrow. 

The  summer  and  the  winter  here 
Midway  a  truce  are  holding, 

A  soft  J  consenting  atmosphere 
Their  tents  of  peace  enfolding. 

The  silent  woods,  the  lonely  hills, 
Rise  solemn  in  their  gladness ; 


The  quiet  that  the  valley  fills 
Is  scarcely  joy  or  sadness. 

How  strange!    The   autumn   yester^ 
day 

In  winter's g;rasp  seemed  dying ; 
On  whirling  winds  from  skies  ot  gray 

The  early  snow  was  flying. 

And  now,  while  over  Nature's  mood 
There  steals  a  soft  relenting, 

I  will  not  mar  the  present  good. 
Forecasting  or  lamenting. 

My  autumn  time  and  Nature's  hold 

A  dreamy  tryst  together, 
And,  both  grown  old,  about  us  fold 

The  golden-tissued  weather. 

I  lean  my  heart  aieainst  the  day 
To  feel  it»  bland  caressing ; 

I  will  not  let  it  pass  away 
Before  it  leaves  its  blessing. 

God's  angels  come  not  as  of  old 
The  Syrian  shepherds  knew  them ; 

In  reddening  dawns,  in  sunset  gold, 
And  warm  noon  lights  1  view  them. 

Nor  need  there  is,  in  times  like  this 
When  heaven  to  earth  draws  near- 
er, 

Of  wing  or  ton^  as  witnesses 
To  make  their  presence  clearer. 

O  stream  of  life,  whose  swifter  flow 

Is  nf  the  end  forewarning, 
Methinks  thy  sundown  afterglow^ 

Seems  less  of  night  than  morning ! 

Old  cares  grow  light;  aside  I  lay 
The  doubts  and  fears  that  troubled ; 

llie  quiet  of  the  ha|>py  day 
Within  my  soul  is  doubled. 

That  clouds  must  veil  this  fair  sunshine 

Not  less  a  )oy  I  find  it ; 
Nor  less  yon  warm  horizon  line 

That  winter  lurks  behind  it. 

I1ie  mystery  of  the  untried  dajrs 
I  close  my  eyes  from  reading ; 

His  will  be  done  whose  darkest  ways 
To  light  and  life  are  leading ! 
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Less  drear  the  winter  night  shall  be, 
If  memory  cheer  and  hearten 

Its  heavy  hours  with  thoughts  of  thee, 
Sweet  summer  of  St.  Martin  I 
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THE 


Wb  have  opened  the  door, 

Once,  twice,  thrice  I 
We  hftvt  swe|)t  the  floor, 

We  have  batted  the  rice. 
Come  hither,  come  hi:her  t 
Come  from  the  far  lands, 
Come  from  the  star  lands, 

Come  as  before! 
We  lived  long  together. 
We  loved  one  another ; 

Come  back  to  our  life. 
Come  father,  come  mother. 
Come  sister  and  brother,^ 

Child,  husband,  and  wife. 
For  you  we  are  sighing. 
Come  take  your  old  places, 
Come  look  m  our  faces, 
The  dead  on  the  dying. 

Come  home  1 

We  have  opened  the  door, 

Once,  twice,  thrice ! 
We  have  kindled  the  coals. 

And  we  boil  the  rice 
For  the  feast  of  suuls. 

Come  hither,  come  hither  t 
Think  not  we  fear  you, 
Whose  hearts  are  so  near  you. 
Come  tenderly  thought  on. 
Come  all  unforgotten, 
Come  from  the  shadow-lands. 
From  the  dim  meadow-lands 
Where  the  pale  grasses  bend 

Low  to  our  sighing. 
Come  father,  come  mother, 
Come  sister  a'nd  brotlier. 
Come  husband  and  friend, 

'llie  dead  to  the  dying, 
Come  home  \ 

We  have  opened  the  door 
You  entered  so  oft ; 


For  the  feast  of  tottls 
We  have  kindled  the  coals, 

And  we  boil  the  rice  soft. 
Come  you  who  are  dearest 
To  us  who  are  nearest. 
Come  hither,  come  hither. 
From  out  the  wild  weather ; 
The  storm  clouds  are  flying, 
The  peepul  is  sighing  ;^ 

Come  in  from  the  rain. 
Come  father,  come  mother. 
Come  sister  and  brother, 
Cume  husband  and  lover, 
Beneath  our  roof-cover. 

Look  on  us  again. 
The  dead  on  the  dying. 
Gome  home ! 

We  have  opened  the  door! 
For  the  feast  of  souls 
We  have  kindled  the  coals 

We  may  kindle  no  niore  I 
Snake,  fever,  and  famine, 
The  curse  of  the  Brahmin, 

The  sun  and  the  dew, 
They  burn  us,  they  bite  us. 
They  waste  us  ana  smite  us; 

Our  days  are  but  few ! 
In  strange  lands  far  yonder 
To  wonder  and  wander 

We  hasten  to  ypu.^ 
List  then  to  our  sighing. 

While  yet  we  are  here : 
Nor  seeing  nor  hearing, 
We  wait  without  feanng. 

To  feel  you  draw  near. 
O  dead  to  the  dying 
Come  home  I 


THE  LOST  OCCASION. 

SoMB  die  too  late  and  some  too  soon, 
At  early  morning,  heat  of  noon. 
Or  (he  chill  evening  twilight.     Tliou, 
Whom  the  rich  heavens  dtd  so  endow 
With  eyes  of  power  and  Jove's  uwn 

brow. 
With  all  the  massive    strength    thai 

fills 
Tliy  home-horizon's  granite  hills. 
With  rarest  gifts  of  heart  and  head 
From  nunliest  stock  inherited 
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New  England's  stateliest  tjpe  of  man, 
In  port  and  speech  Olympian ; 
Whom  no  one  met,  at  first,  but  took 
A  second  awed  ana  wondering  look 
(As  turned,  perchance,  the  eyes   of 

Greece 
On  Phidias'  unveiled  masterpiece); 
Whose  words,  in  simplest  home-spun 

clad. 
The  Saxon  strength  of  C3edmon*8  had, 
With  power  reserved  at  need  to  reach 
The  Roman  forum's  loftiest  speech, 
Sweet  with  persuasion,  eloquent 
In  passion,  cool  in  argument, 
Or,  ponderous,  falling  on  thy  foes 
As  fell  the  Norse  gotrs  hammer  blows. 
Crushing  as  if  with  Talus*  flail 
Through  Error's  logic-woven  mail, 
And  failing  only  when  they  tried 
The  adamant  of  the  righteous  side,  — 
Thou,  foiled  in  aim  and   hope,  be- 
reaved 
Of  old  friends,  by  the  new  deceived, 
Too  soon  for  us,  too  soon  for  thee, 
Beside  thy  lonely  Northern  sea, 
Where  long  and  low  the  marsh-lands 

spread, 
Laid  wearily  down  thy  august  head. 

Thou  shouldst  have  lived  to  feel  be* 

low 
Thy  feet  Disunion's  fierce  upthrow,  — 
The  late-sprung  mine  that  underlaid 
Thy  sad  concessions  vainly  made. 
Thou  shouldst  have  seen  from  Sum- 
ter's wall 
The  star-flag  of  the  Union  fall, 
And  armed  Rebellion  messing  on 
The  broken  lines  of  Washinpion ! 
No  stronger   voice    than    thine    had 

then 
Called  out  the  utmost  might  of  men. 
To  make  the  Union's  charter  free 
And  strengthen  law  by  liberty. 
How  had  that  stem  arbitrament 
To  thy  gray  a^e  youth's  vigor  lent, 
Shaming  ambition's  paltry  prize 
Before  thy  disillusioned  eyes  ; 
Breaking  the  spell  about  thee  wound 
Like  the  green  withes  that    Samson 

bound; 
Redeeming,  in  one  effort  grand. 
Thyself  and  thy  imperilled  land ! 
Ah,  crael  fate,  that  docvd  10  thee, 


O  sleeper  by  the  Northern  sea. 
The  gates  of  opportunity ! 
God  fills  the  gaps  of  human  need, 
Each  crisis  brings  its  word  and  deed. 
Wise  men  and  strong  we  did  not  lack ; 
But  still,  with  memory  turning  back. 
In  the  dark  hours  we  thought  of  thee, 
And  thy  lune  grave  beside  the  sea. 

Above  that  grave  the  east  winds  blow, 
And  from    the   marsh*lands   drifting 

slow 
The  sea-fog  comes,  with  evermore 
The  wave-wash  of  a  lonely  shore. 
And  sea-bird's  melancholy  cry. 
As  Nature  fain  would  typify 
The  sadness  of  a  closing  scene. 
The  loss  of  that  which  should  have 

been. 
But,  where  thy  native  mountains  bare 
Their  foreheads  to  diviner  air, 
Fit  emblem  of  enduring  fame, 
One  lofty  summit  keeps  thy  name. 
For  thee  the  cosmic  forces  did 
The  rearing  of  that  pyramid,^ 
The  prescient  ages  shaping  with 
Fire,  flood,  and  frost  thv  monolith. 
Sunrise  and  sunset  lav  thereon 
With  hands  of  light  their  benison. 
The  stars  of  midnight  pause  to  set 
Their  jewels  in  its  coronet. 
And  evermore  that  mountain  mass 
Seems  climbing  from  the  shadowy  past 
To  light,  as  if  10  manifest 
Thy  nobler  self,  thy  life  at  best  I 
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Amidst  thy  sacred  effigies 

Of  old  renown  give  place, 
O  citv,  Freedom-loved  I  to  his 

Whose  hand  unchained  a  race. 

Take  the  worn  frame,  that  rested  not 
Save  in  a  martyr's  grave  — 

The  care-lined  face,  that  none  forgot, 
Bent  to  the  kneeling  slave. 

Let  man  be  free  \    The  mighty  word 
He  spake  was  not  his  own ; 
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An  impulse  from  the  Highest  stirred 
These  chiselled  lips  alon^. 


The  cloudy  sign,  the  fiery  guide, 

AlonfC  his  pathway  ran. 
And  Nature,  through  his  voice,  denied 

The  ownership  of  man. 

We  rest  in  peace  where  these  sad  eyes 
Saw  peril,  strife,  and  pain ; 

His  was  the  nation's  sacrifice, 
And  ours  the  priceless  gain. 

O  symbol  of  God*s  will  on  earth 

As  it  is  done  above ! 
Bear  witness  to  the  cost  and  worth 

Of  justice  and  of  love. 

Stand  in  thy  place  and  testify 

To  coming  ages  long. 
That  truth  is  stronger  than  a  lie. 

And  righteousness  than  wrong. 


THE  JUBILEE  SINGERS. 

VoiCB  of  a  people  suffering  long. 
The  pathos  of  their  mournful  song, 
The  sorrow  of  their  night  of  wrong ! 

Their  cry  like  that  which  Israel  gave, 
A  prayer  for  one  to  guide  and  save. 
Like  Moses  by  the  Red  Sea's  wave ! 

The  stem  accord  her  timbrel  lent 
To  Miriam's  note  of  triumph  sent 
O'er  Egypt's  sunken  armament  I 

The  tramp  that   startled   camp  and 

town, 
And  shook  the  walls  of  Slavery  down, 
The  spectral  march  of  old  John  Brown ! 

Tlie  storm  that  swept  through  battle- 
days, 
The  triumph  after  long  delays, 
The  bondmen  giving  God  the  praise ! 

Voice  of  a  ransomed  race,  sing  on 
Till  Freedom's  every  right  is  won, 
And  Slavery's  every  wrong  undone  1 


WITHIN  THE  GATE. 

!«•    In*    C* 

Wb  sat  together,  last  May-day,  and 
talked 
Of  the  dear  friends  who  walked 
Beside  us,  sharers  of  the  hopes  and 
fears 
Of  five  and  forty  years 

Since  first  we  met  in  Freedom's  hope 
forlorn. 
And  heard  her  battle-horn 
Sound  through  the  valleys  of  the  sleep> 
ing  North, 
Calling  her  children  forth, 

And  youth  pressed  forward  with  hope- 
lightM  eyes, 
And  age,  with  forecast  wise 
Of  the  long  strife  before  the  triumph 
won. 
Girded  his  armor  on. 

Sadly,  as  name  by  name  we  called  the 
roll, 
We  heard  the  dead-bells  toU 
For  the  unanswering  many,  and  we 
knew 
The  living  were  the  few. 

And  we,  who  waited  our  own  call  be* 
fore 
The  inevitable  door. 
Listened  and  looked,  as  all  have  doo^ 
to  win 
Some  token  from  within. 

No  sign  we  saw,  we  heard  no  voices 
call; ' 
The  im^netrable  wall 
Cast  down  its  shadow,  like  an  awful 
doubt, 
On  all  who  sat  without. 

Of  many  a  hint  of  life  beyond  the  veilt 

And  many  a  ghostly  tale 
Wherewith  the  ages  spanned  the  gulf 
between 

The  seen  and  the  unseen, 

Seeking  from  omen,  trance,  and  dream 
to  gain 
Solace  to  doubtful  pain, 
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And  touch,  with  groping  handa,  the 
garment  hem 
Of  truth  sufficing  them. 

We  ulked ;  and,  turning  from  the  sore 
unrest 
Of  an  all-baffling  quest, 
We  thought  of  holy  lives  that  from  us 
passed 
Hopeful  unto  the  last, 

As  if  they  saw  beyond  the  river  of 
death, 

Like  him  of  Nazareth, 
The  many  mansions  of  the  Eternal  days 

Lift  up  their  gates  of  praise. 

And,  hushed  to  silence  by  a  reverent 
awe, 
Methought,  O  friend,  I  raw 
In  thy  true  life  of  word,  and  work,  and 
thought 
The  proof  of  all  we  sought. 

Did  we  not  witness  in  the  life  of  thee 

Immortal  prophecy? 
And  feel,  when  with  thee,  that  thy 
footsteps  trod 

An  everlasting  road  ? 

Not  for  brief  days  thy  generous  sympa- 
thies. 
Thy  scorn  of  selfish  ease ; 
Not  for  the  poor  prize  of  an  earthly 
goal 
Thy  strong  uplift  of  soul. 

Than  thine  was  never  turned  a  fonder 
heart 
To  nature  and  to  art 
In  fair4orraed  Hellas  in  her  golden 
prime, 
Thy  Philothea's  time. 

Yet,  loving  beauty,  thou  couldst  pass 


itbv, 
^nd  for 
ilf,  am 
flower  of  fame 


DV, 

And  for  the  poor  deny 
Thyself,  and    see    thy  fresh,   sweet 


Wither  in  blight  and  blame. 

Sharing  His  love  who  holds  in  His 
embrace 
The  lowliest  of  our  race. 


Sure  the  Divine  economy  must  b* 
Conservative  of  thee '. 

For  truth  must  live  with  truth,  self- 
sacrifice 
Seek  out  its  great  allies ; 
Good  must  find  good  by  gravitation 
sure. 
And  love  with  love  endure. 

And  so,  since  thou  hast  passed  within 
the  gate 
Whereby  awhile  I  wait, 
I  give  blind  grief  and  blinder  sense  the 
lie : 
Thou  hast  not  lived  to  diet 


THE  KHAN'S  DEVIL. 

The  Khan  came  from  Bokhara  town 
Tu  Hamza,  santon  of  renown. 

"  My  head  is  sick,  my  hands  are  weak  *, 
Thy  help,  O  lx>ly  man,  I  seek." 

In  silence  marking  for  a  space 

The  Khan's  red  eyes  and  purple  face, 

Thick  voice,  and  loos&  uncertain  tread, 
'*  Thou  hast  a  devil !  ^   Hamza  said. 

"Allah  forbid!  "  exclaimed  the  Khan. 
"  Rid  me  of  him  at  once,  O  man  I  " 

"Nay,"   Hamza   said,  "no  speU   of 

mine 
Can  slay  that  cursed  thing  of  thine. 

'*  Leave  feast  and  wine,  go  forth  and 

drink 
Water  of  healing  on  the  brink 

"  Where  clear  and  cold  from  mountain 

snows. 
The  Nahr  el  Zeben  downward  flows. 

"  Six  moon  remain,  then  come  to  roe ; 
May  Allah's  pity  go  with  thee  I " 

Awestruck,  from  feast  and  wine,  the 

Khan 
Went  forth  where  Nahr  el  Zeben  ran. 
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Room  were  his  food,  the  desert  dust 
His   bed,   the   water  quenched  his 
thirst, 

And  when  the  sixth  moon's  same- 

Ur 
Carved  sharp  above  the  evening  star. 

He  sought  again  the  santon's  door, 
Not  weak  and  trembling  as  before. 

But  ittrong.or  limb  and  clear  of  brain ; 
"Behold.*'   he    said,   "the   fiend   is 
slain." 

**  Nay,"  Haona  answered,  "starved 

and  drowned. 
The  curst  one  lies  in  death-like  swound. 

"  But  evil  breaks  the  strongest  giri'esy 
And  )ins  like  him  have  charmM  fives. 

**  One  beaker  of  the  juice  of  grape 
May  call  him  up  in  living  shape. 

"  When  the  red  wine  ol  Badakshan 
Sparldes  for  thee,  beware,  O  Khan  I 

**  With  water  quench  the  fire  within. 
And  drown  each  day  thy  devilkin  I " 

Thenceforth  the  great  Khan  shunned 

the  cup 
As  Shitan's  own,  though  offered  up, 

With  laughing  eyes  and  jewelled  hands, 
By  Yarkand's  niaids  and  Samarcand's. 

And,  in  the  lofty  vestibule 

Of  the  medress  oC  Kaush  Kodul, 

The  students  of  the  holy  law 
A  golden-lettered  tablet  saw. 

With  these  words,  by  a  cunning  hand. 
Graved   on   it   at  the    Khan^    com- 
mand: 

"  In  Allah's  name,  to  him  who  hath 
A  devil,  Khan  el  Hamed  saith, 

**  Wisely  our  Prophet  cursed  the  vine : 
The  fiend  that  loves  the  breath  of 
wine 


**  No  prajrer  can  slay,  no  manboat 
Nor  Meccan  dervis  can  drive  out. 

'*  (,  Khan  el  Hamed,  know  the  charm 
That  robs  him  of  his  power  to  harm. 

"Drown  him,  O  Islam's  child!  the 

spell 
To  save  thee  lies  in  tank  and  well!  ** 


ABRAM  MORRISON. 

'Midst  the  men  and  things  whkfa  will 
Haunt  an  old  mau*s  memory  still, 
Drollest,  quaintest  of  them  all. 
With  a  boy*s  laugh  I  recall^ 
Good  old  Abram  Morrison. 

When  the  Grist  and  Rolling  Mil! 
Ground  and  rumbled  by  Po  Hill, 
And  the  old  red  school-house  stood 
Midway  in  the  Powow's  floo<i^ 
Here  dwelt  Abram  Mornson. 

From  the  Beach  to  far  beyond 
Bear-Hill,  Lion's  Mouth  and  Pond, 
Marvellous  to  our  tough  old  stock. 
Chips  o'  the  Anglo-Saxon  block. 
Seemed  the  Celtic  Morrison. 

Mudknock,  Balmawhistle,  all 
Only  knew  the  Yankee  drawl, 
Never  brogue  was  heard  till  when. 
Foremost  of  his  countrymen,  ' 

Hither  came  Friend  Morrison; 

Yankee  bom,  of  alien  blood, 
Kin  of  his  had  well  withstood 
Pope  and  King  with  pike  and  ball 
Under  Derry's  leaguered  wall. 
As  became  the  Morrisons. 

Wandering  down  from  Ntitfield  woods 
With  his  hi>useho1d  and  his  goods. 
Never  was  it  clearly  told 
How  within  our  qmet  fold 
Came  to  be  a  Morrison. 

Once  a  soldier,  blame  him  not 
That  the  Quaker  he  forgot. 
When,  to  think  of  battles  won. 
And  the  red<oats  on  the  run. 

laughed  aloud  Friend  Morrisoa 
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Frwa  ^^  Lewis  over  sea 
Bore  his  sires  their  family  tree, 
On  the  nined  boaehs  ol  it 
Grafting  Imh  mirth  and  wit. 
And  the  brogue  oi  Morrison. 

Half  a  )|[enius,  quick  to  plan, 
Blundenng  like  an  Irishman, 
But  with  canny  shrewdness  lent 
By  bis  far-off  Scotch  descent, 
Such  was  Abram  Morrison. 

Back  and  forth  to  daily  meals, 
Rode  his  cherished  pig  on  wheels, 
And  to  all  who  came  to  see : 
'*  Aisier  for  the  pi|[  an*  me. 
Sure  it  is,"  said  Morrison. 

Simple-hearted,  boy  o'ergrown, 
With  a  humor  quite  his  own, 
Of  our  sober«steppinK  ways. 
Speech  and  look  and  cautious  phrase, 
Slow  to  learn  was  Morrison. 

Much  we  loTed  his  stories  told 
Of  a  countrv  stranse  and  old. 
Where  the  fairies  oanced  till  dawn. 
And  the  goblin  Leprecaun 

Looked,  we  thought,  like  Morrison. 

Or  wild  tales  of  feud  and  fight. 
Witch  and  troll  and  second  sight 
Whispered  still  where  Stomoway 
Looks  across  its  stormy  bay,_ 
Once  the  home  of  Morrisons. 

First  was  he  to  sinj;  the  praise 
Of  the  PowoVs^  winding  ways ; 
And  our  straggling  village  took 
City  grandeur  to  the  look 
Of  its  poet  Morrison. 

An  his  words  have  perished.    Shame 
On  the  saddle-bags  of  Famcj 
That  they  bring  not  to  our  time 
One  poor  couplet  of  the  rhyme 
Made  by  Abram  Morrison  I 

When,  on  calm  and  fair  First  Days, 
Rattled  down  our  one-horse  chaise 
Through  the  blossomed  apple-boughs 
To  the  old,  brown  meeting-house, 
There  was  Abram  Morrison. 


Underneath  his  hat's  broad  brim 
Peered^  the  queer  old  face  of  him ; 
And  with  Irish  jauntiness 
Swung  the  coat-uils  of  the  dress 
Worn  by  Abram  Morrison. 

Still,  in  memory,  on  his  feet. 
Leaning  o'er  the  elders'  seat, 
Minp^ling  with  a  solemn  drone, 
Celtic  accents  all  his  own. 
Rises  Abram  Morrison. 

"  Don't,'*  he 's  pleading, "  don't  ye  gr- 
Dear  young  friends,  to  sight  and  wow  -, 
Don't  run  after  elephants, 
LeamM  pigs  and  presidents 

And  the  likes ! "  said  Morrison. 

On  his  well-worn  theme  intent, 
Simple,  child-like,  innocent. 
Heaven  forgive  the  half-checked  smile 
Of  our  careless  boyhood,  while 
Listening  to  friend  Morrison  I 

We  have  learned  in  later  days 
Truth  may  spoik  in  simplest  phrase ; 
That  the  man  is  not  the  less 
For  quaint  ways  and  home-spun  dress, 
Thanks  to  Abram  Morrison  I 

Not  to  pander  nor  to  please 
Come  tne  needed  homilies. 
With  no  lofty  argument 
Is  the  fitting  message  sent 

Through  such  Itps  as  Morrison's. 

Dead  and  gone  I    But  while  ita  track 
Powow  keeps  to  Merrimack, 
While  Po  Hill  is  still  on  guard, 
Looking  land  and  ocean  ward,    . 
They  shall  tell  of  Morrison  I 

After  half  a  century's  lapse. 
We  are  wiser  now,  perhaps, 
But  we  miss  our  streets  amid 
Something  which  the  past  has  hid, 
Lost  with  Abram  Morrison. 

Gone  forever  with  the  queer 
Characters  of  that  old  year  I 
Now  the  many  are  as  one ; 
Broken  is  the  mould  that  run 
Men  Uke  Abram  Morrisoo. 
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yOVAGE  OF  THE  JETTIE, 


VOYAGE  OF  THE  JEIT1E.»« 

A  SHALLOW  Stream  from  fountains 
Deep  in  the  Sandwich  mountains. 

Ran  lakeward  Bearcamp  River ; 
And,  between  its  flood*tom  shoresi 
Sped  by  sail  or  urged  by  oars 

No  keel  had  vexed  it  ever. 

Alone  the  dead  trees  yieldinf^ 
To  the  dull  axe  Time  is  wielding, 

The  shy  mink  and  the  otter, 
And  golden  leaves  and  red, 
By  countless  autumns  shed, 

Had  floated  down  its  water. 

From  the  ^ay  rocks  of  Cape  Ann, 
Came  a  skilled  sea-faring  man, 

With  his  dorv,  to  the  right  place; 
Over  hill  and  plain  he  brought  her, 
Where  the  boatless  Ekarcamp  water 

Comes  winding  down  from  White- 
face. 

Quoth  the  skipper:  "  Ere  she  floats 

forth, 
I  'm  sure  my  pretty  boat 's  worth 

At  Icastf  a  name  as  pretty."^ 
On  her  painted  side  he  wrote  it, 
And  the  flag  that  o'er  her  floated 

fiore  aloft  the  name  of  Jeltie. 

On  a  radiant  mom  of  summer, 
Elder  guest  and  latest  comer 

Saw  ner  wed  the  Bearcamp  water ; 
Heard  the  name  the  skipper  gave  her, 
And  the  answer  to  the  favor 


From    the    Bay 
daughter. 


Staters    graceful 


Then,  a  singer,  richly  gifted. 
Her  charmed  voice  uplifted ; 

And  the  wood-thrush  and  song-spar* 
row. 
Listened,  dumb  with  envious  pain, 
To  the  clear  and  sweet  refrain 

Whose  notes  they  could  not  borrow. 

Then  the  skipper  plied  his  oar, 
And  from  off  tne  shelving  shore. 

Glided  out  the  strange  explorer ; 
Floating  on,  she  knew  not  whither,  — 
The  tawny  sands  beneath  her. 

The  grest  hills  watching  o'er  her. 


On,  where  the  stream  flows  ^niet 
As  the  meadows  maqpns  by  it^ 

Or  widens  out  to  borrow  a 
New  life  from  that  wild  water. 
The  mountain  giant's  daughtefj 

The  pine-besung  Choconia. 

Or,  mid  the  tangling  comber 
And  pack  of  mountain  lumber 

That  soring  floods  downward  foroi^ 
Over  sunken  snag,  and  bar 
Where  the  grating  shadlows  are, 

'i*he  good  Doat  held  lier  course. 

Under  the  pine-dark  highlands. 
Around  the  vine-hung  islands, 

She  ploughed  her  crooked  fitnnow ; 
And  her  rippling  and  her  lurches 
Scared  the  nver  eels  and  perches, 

And  tlie  musk-rat  in  bis  buirow. 

Every  sober  calm  below  her. 
Every  sa^^e  and  grave  peari-fjower. 

Shut  his  rusty  valves  the  tighter ; 
Crow  called  to  crow  complaining, 
And  old  tortoises  sat  craning 

Their  leathern  necks  to  sight  her. 

So,  to  where  the  still  lake  glasses 
The  misty  mountain  masses 

Rising  dim  and  distant  northward, 
And,  with  faint-drawn  shadow  pictures, 
Low  shores,  and  dead  pine  spectres. 

Blends  the  skyward  and  the  earth- 
ward. 

On  she  glided,  overladen 
With  merry  man  and  maiden 

Sending  back  their  song  and  laa^ 
ter,— 
While,  perchance,  a  phantom  crew. 
In  a  ghostly  birch  canoe, 

Paddled  dumb  and  swiftly  after  I 

And  the  bear  on  Ossipee 
Climbed  the  topmost  crag  to  see 

The  strange  thing  drifting  under; 
And,  through  the  haze  of  August, 
Passaconaway  and  Paugus 

Looked  down  in  sleepy  wonder. 

AU  the  pines  that  o'er  her  hung 
In  mimic  sea-tones  sung 
The  song  familiar  to  Tier ; 
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And  the  maples  leaned  to  screen  her, 
And  the  meadow-grass  seemed  greener, 
And  the  breeze  more  soft  to  woo  her. 

The  lone  stream  mystery-haunted, 
To  her  the  freedom  eranted 

To  scan  its  every  feature, 
Till  new  and  old  were  blended. 
And  round  them  both  extended 

The  loving  arms  of  Nature. 

Of  these  hills  the  little  vessel 
Henceforth  is  part  and  parcel ; 

And  on  Bearcamp  shall  her  log 
Be  kept,  as  if  bv  George's 
Or  Granid  Mcnaii,  the  surges 

Tossed  her  skipper  through  the  fog. 

And  I,  who,  half  in  sadness, 
llecall  the  morning  gladness 

Of  life,  at  evening  time, 
By  chance,  onlookine  idly, 
Apart  from  all  so  widely. 

Have  set  her  voyage  to  rhyme. 

Dies  now  the  gay  persistence 
Of  song  and  laugh,  in  distance ; 

Alone  with  me  remaining 
The  stream,  the  quiet  meadow, 
The  hills  in  shine  and  shadow^ 

The  sombre  pines  complaining. 

And,  musing  here,  I  dream 
Of  voyagers  on  a^  stream 

From  whence  is  no  returning, 
Under  sealM  orders  going. 
Looking  forward  little  knowing,^ 

Looking  back  with  idle  yearning. 

And  I  pray  that  every  venture 
The  port  of  peace  may  enter. 

That,  safe  from  sna^;  and  fall 
And  siren-haunted  islet,  ^ 
And  rock,  the  Unseen  Pilot 

May  guide  us  one  and  all. 


OUR  AUTOCRAT. 

Rbad  at  Dr.  Holmbs*  Brbakpast. 

His  laurels  fresh  from  sonp;  and  lav, 
Romance,  art,  science,  nch  in  aiOf       | 


And  young  of  heart,  how  dare  we  say 
We  keep  his  seventieth  festival  ? 

No  sense  is  here  of  loss  or  lack  ;^ 
Before  his  sweetness  and  his  light 

The  dial  holds  its  shadow  back. 
The  channid  hours  delay  their  flight. 

His  still  the  keen  analysis 
Of  men  and  moods,  electric  wit. 

Free  play  of  mirth,  and  tenderness 
To  neal  the  slightest  wound  from  it. 

And  his  the  pathos  touching  all 
Life's  sins  and  sorrows  and  regrets. 

Its  hopes  and  fears,  its  fipal  call 
And  rest  beneath  «he  violets. 

His  sparkling  surface  scarce  betrays 
The    thoughtful    tide    beneath    it 
rolled, — 

The  wisdom  of  the  latter  days. 
And  tender  memories  of  the  old. 

What   shapes  and  fancies,  grave  or 

Before  us  at  his  bidding  come  I 
The  Treadmill  tramp,  the  One-Horse 
Shay, 
The  dumb  despair  of  Elsie's  doom ! 

The  tale  of  Avis  and  the  Maid, 
The  plea  for  lips  that  cannot  speak, 

The  hol^  kiss  that  Iris  laid 
On  Little  Boston's  pallid  cheek ! 

Lon^  may  he  live  to  sing  for  u^ 
His  sweetest  songs  at  evening  time. 

And,  like  his  Chambered  Nautilus, 
To  holier  heights  of  beauty  climb  I 

Though  now  unnumbered  guests  sur- 
round 

The  table  that  he  rules  at  will. 
Its  Autocrat,  however  crowned, 

Is  but  our  friend  and  comrade  still. 

The   world   may   keep   his   honored 
name, 
The  wealth  of  all  his  varird  pow- 
ers; 
A  stronger  claim  has  Inve  than  fame, 
And  he  himself  is  only  ours ! 


^ 
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Thb  storm  and  peril  overpast, 
The  hounding  hatred  shamed  and 
still, 

Go.  soul  of  freedom  I  take  at  last 
xhe  place  which  thou  alone  canst  fill. 

Confirm  the  lesson  taught  of  old  — 
Life  saved  for  self   is   lost,  while 
the)r 

Who  lose  it  in  His  service  hold 
The  lease  of  God's  eternal  day. 

Not  for  thyself,  but  for  the  slave 
Thy  words  of  thunder  shook  the 
world; 
No  selfish  Kriefs  or  hatred  gave 
The  strength  wherewith  thy  bolts 
were  hurled. 

From  lips  that  Sinai's  trumpet  blew 
We  heard  a  tender  undersong ; 

Tlv^  very  wrath  from  pity  grew, 
From   love   of    man   thy   hate   of 
wrong. 

Now  past  and  present  are  as  one ; 

The  life  below  is  life  above ; 
Thv  mortal  years  have  but  begun 

The  immortality  of  love. 

With  somewhat  of  thy  lofty  faith 
We  lay  thy  outworn  garment  by, 

Give  death  but  what  belongs  to  death. 
And  life  the  life  that  cannot  diel 

Not  for  a  soul  like  thine  the  calm 
Of  selfish  ease  and  joys  of  sense ; 

But  duty,  more  than  crown  or  palm. 
Its  own  exceeding  recompense. 

Go  up  and  on !  thy  day  well  done. 
Its  morning  promise  well  fulfilled, 

Arise  to  triumphs  yet  unwon. 
To  holier  tasks  tlut  God  has  willed. 

Go,  leave  behind  thee  all  tlut  mars 
The  work  below  of  man  for  man ; 

With  the  white  legions  of  the  stars 
Do  service  such  as  angels  can. 

Wherever  wrong  shall  right  deny* 
Or  suffering  spirits  urge  their  plea, 


Be  thine  a  voice  to  smite  the  Ile^ 
A  hand  to  set  the  captive  Ireel 
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And  where  now.  Bayard,  will  thy 

footsteps  tend?" 
My  sister  asked  our  guest  one  win- 
ter's day. 
Smiling  he  answered  in  the  Friend^ 

sweet  way 
Common  to  both:  "Wherever  thoa 

shalt  send  I 
What  wouldst  thou  have  me  see  for 

thee  ?  "    She  laughed. 
Her  dark  eyes  dancing  in  the  wood* 

fire's  g(ow : 
**  Loffoden  isles,  the  Kilpis,  and  the 

low, 
Unsetting  sun  on  Fiomark's  fishing- 

cr3t" 
*'  All  these  and  more  I  soon  shall  see 

for  thee!" 
He  answered  cheerily :  and  he  kept 

his  pledge 
On    Lapland     snows,    the    North 

Cape's  windy  wedge. 
And  Tromso  freezing  in  its  winter  sea. 
He  went  and  came.    But  no  nan 

knows  the  track 
Of  his  last  journey,  and  he  comet 

not  back  1 

n. 

He  brought  us  wonders  of  the  new 

and  old ; 
We  shared  all  climes  with  him.  Hm 

Arab's  tent 
To  him  its  story-telling  secret  lent. 
And,  pleased,  we  listened  to  the  tales 

he  told. 
His  task,  beguiled  with  songs  thai 

shall  endure. 
In  manly,  honest  thoroughness  ha 

Mrrought ; 
.   From  ^  humble    home-lays  to  the 

heights  of  thought 
Slowly  he  climbed,  but  every  step  wai 

sure. 
How,  with  the  generous  pride  thai 

friendship  bath| 
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We,  who  so  loved  him,  saw  at  last 

the  crown 
Of  civic  honor  on  his  hrows  pressed 
^  down, 
Rejmced,  and  knew  not  that  the  gift 

was  death. 
And  now  for  hinii  whose  praise  in 

deafened  ears 
Two  nations  speak,  we  answer  bat 

with  tears  I 

m. 

O  Vale  of  Chester !  trod  by  him  so  oft. 
Green  as  thy  June  turf   keep  his 

memory.    Let 
Nor  wood,   nor  dell,   nor   storied 
stream  forget. 
Nor  winds  that   blow  round   lonely 

Cedarcroft; 
Let  the  home  voices  greet  him  in  the 
far, 
Strange  land  that  holds  him ;  let  the 

messages 
Of  love  pursue  him  o^erthe  chartless 
seas 
And  unmapped  vastness   of   bis  un> 

known  star! 
Love*s   language,  heard  beyond   the 
loud  discourse 
Of  perishable  fame,  in  every  sphere 
Itself  interprets;  and  its  utterance 
here 
Somewhere  in  God's  unfolding  uni- 
verse 
Shall  reach  our  traveller,  softening 

the  surprise 
Of  his  rapt  gaze  on  unfamiliar  skies ! 


A  NAME. 


TO  G.  W.    P. 


Thb  name  the  Gallic  exile  bore, 
St.  Malo!  from  thy  ancient  mart. 

Became  upon  our  Western  shore 
Greenleaf  for  Feuillevert. 

A  name  to  hear  in  soft  accord 
Of  leaves  by  light  winds  overrun, 

Or  reaH,  upon  the  greening  sward 
Of  May,  in  shade  and  sun. 


The  name  my  infant  ear  first  heard 
Breathed  softly  with  a  mother's  kiss ; 

His  mother's  own,  no  tenderer  word 
My  father  spake  than  this. 

No  child  have  I  to  bear  it  on ; 

Be  thou  its  keeper ;  let  it  take 
From  gifts  well  used  and  duty  done 

New  beauty  for  thy  sake. 

The  fair  ideals  that  outran 

My  halting  footsteps  seek  and  find  — 
The  flawless  svmmetry  of  man, 

The  poise  of  heart  and  mind. 

Stand  firmly  where  I  felt  the  sway 
Of  every  wing  that  fancy  flew. 

See  clearlv  where  I  groped  my  way, 
Nor  real  from  seeming  knew. 

And  wisely  choose,  and  bravely  hold 
Thy  faith  unswerved  by  cross  or 
crown, 

Like  the  stout  Huguenot  of  old 
Whose  name  to  thee  comes  down. 

As  Marot's  songs  made  glad  the  heart 
Of  that  lone  exile,  hapl^r  mine 

May  in  life's  heavy  hours  impart 
Some  strength  and  hope  to  thine. 

Yet  when  did  Age  transfer  to  Youth 
The  hard-gained  lessons  of  its  day  ? 

Each   lip   must   learn   the   taste   of 
truth. 
Each  foot  must  feel  its  way. 

We  cannot  hold  the  hands  of  choice 
That  touch  or  shun   lifers   fateful 
keys; 

The  whisper  of  the  inward  voice 
Is  more  than  homilies. 

Dear  boy  I  for  whom  the  flowers  are 
born^ 
Stars  shme,  and  happy  song-birdt 
sing. 
What  can  my  evenmg  give  to  morn, 
My  winter  to  thy  spring  I 

A  life  not  void  of  pure  intent, 
With  small  desert  of  praise  or  blame, 

The  love  1  felt,  the  good  I  meant, 
I  leave  thee  with  my  name. 
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THE  MINISTER'S  DAUGHTER, 


THE  MINISTER'S  DAUGHTER. 

In  the  minister**  morning  sermon 
He  had  told  of  the  primal  fail, 

And  how  thenceforth  the  wrath    of 
God 
Retted  on  each  and  all. 

And  how,  of  His  will  and  pleasure, 
All  souls,  save  a  chosen  tew, 

Were  doomed  to  the  quenchless  burn- 
ing. 
And  held  in  the  way  thereto. 

Yet  never  by  faith's  unreason 

A  saintlier  soul  was  tried. 
And  never  the  harsh  old  lesson 

A  tenderer  heart  belied. 

And,  after  the  painful  service 
On  that  pleasant  Sabbath  day, 

He  walked  with  his  little  daui«hter 
Through  the  apple-bloom  of  May. 

Sweet  in  the  fresh  green  meadows 
Sparrow  and  blackbird  sung ; 

Above  him  their  tinted  petals 
llie  blossoming  orcliards  hung. 

Around  on  the  wonderful  glory 
The  minister  looked  and  smiled ; 

**  How  good  is  the  Lord  who  gives  us 
These   gifts   from    His   hand,    my 
child! 

"  Behold  in  the  bloom  of  apples 
And  the  violets  in  the  sward 

A  hint  of  the  old,  lost  beauty 
Of  the  Garden  of  the  Lord !  ** 

Then  up  spake  the  little  maiden, 
Treading  on  snow  and  pink : 

**  O  father]  these  pretty  blossoms 
Are  very  wicked,  1  think. 

"  Had  there  been  no  Garden  of  Eden 
There  never  had  been  a  fall ; 

And  if  never  a  tree  had  blossomed 
God  would  have  loved  us  all." 
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Hush,  child !  **  the  father  answered, 
"  By  His  decree  man  fell ; 
His  ways  are  in  clouds  and  darkness, 
But  He  dueth  all  things  well. 


**  And  whether  by  His  ordaining 

To  us  comeih  |;ood  or  ill, 
Joy  or  pain,  or  light  or  shadow. 

We  must  fear  and  love  Him  still." 

"Oh,  I  fear  Himl"  said  the  daugh. 
ter, 

"  And  f  trv  to  love  Him,  too ; 
But  I  wish  He  was  good  and  gentle. 

Kind  and  loving  as  you  *' 

The  minister  groaned  in  nnrit 
As  the  tremulous  lips  of  pain 

And  wide,  wret  eyes  uplifted 
Questioned  his  own  in  vain. 

Bowing  his  head  he  pondered 
The  words  of  the  little  one; 

Had  he  erred  in  his  lifelong  teach> 
ing? 
Had  he  wrong  to  his  Master  done? 

To  what  grim  and  dreadful  idol 
Had  he  lent  the  ho:iest  name  ? 

Did  his  own   heart,  loving  and  hi^ 
man. 
The  God  of  his  worship  shame  ? 

And  lol  from  the  bloom  and  green> 
nesa. 

From  the  tender  skies  above, 
And  the  face  of  his  little  daughter. 

He  read  a  lesson  of  love. 

No  more  as  the  cloudy  terror 

Of  Sinai's  mount  of  law, 
But  as  Christ  in  the  Syrian  lilies 

The  vision  of  God  he  saw. 

And,  as  when,  in  the  defts  of  Horeb^ 
Of  old  was  His  presence  known, 

The  dread  Ineffable  Glory 
Was  Infinite  Goodness  alone. 

Thereafter  his  hearers  noted 
In  his  i>ravers  a  tenderer  strain, 

And  never  the  gospel  of  hatred 
Burned  on  his  lips  again. 

And  the  scoffing  tongue  was  praye^ 
ful, 

And  the  blinded  eyes  found  sight, 
And  hearts,  as  flint  aforetime. 

Grew  soft  in  his  warmth  and  light* 


By  THEIR  WORKS. 


593 


MY  TRUST. 

A  ncnnni  memory  brings  to  me : 
I  look  acTOM  the  years  and  see 
Myself  beside  my  mother's  knee. 

I  feel  her  gentle  hand  restrain 
My  selfish  moods,  and  know  ;^ain 
A  child's  blind  sense  of  wrong  and 
pain. 

But  wiser  now,  a  man  gray  grown, 
My  childhood's  needs  are  better  known. 
My  mother's  chastening  love  I  own. 


Gray 


>wn,  bat   in   our   Father's 


l^roi 

sight 

A  child  still  groping  for  the  light 
To  read  His  works  and  ways  aright. 

I  wait,  in  His  good  time  to  see 
Thai  as  my  mother  dealt  with  me 
So  with  His  children  dealeth  He. 

I  bow  m^rself  beneath  His  hand : 
That  pain  itself  was  wisely  planned 
1  feel,  and  partly  understand. 

The    joy    that    comes    in    sorrow's 

The  sweet  pains  of  self-sacrifice, 
I  would  not  have  them  otherwise. 

And  what  were  life  and  death  if  sin 
Knew  not  the  dread  rebuke  within, 
The  pang  of  merciful  discipline  ? 

Not  with  thy  proud  despair  of  old, 
Crowned    stoic   of     Rome's    noblest 

mould ! 
Pleasure  and  pain  alike  I  hold. 

I  suffer  with  no  vain  pretence 
Of  triumph  over  flesh  and  sense, 
Yet  trust  the  grievous  providence, 

How  dark  soe*er  it  seems,  may  tend, 
By  ways  I  cannot  comprehend, 
To  some  ung^uessed  benignant  end  ; 

That  every  loss  and  lapse  may  gain 
The  clear-aired  heights  by  steps  of 

pain, 
And  never  cross  is  borne  in  vain. 


THE  TRAILING  ARBUTUS. 

I  WANDBRBD  lonely  where  the  pine- 
trees  made  • 
Against  the  bitter  East  their  barricade. 

And,  guided  by  its  sweet 
PerfuTie^  I  found,  within  a  narrow  dell. 
The  trailing  spring  flower  tinted  like  a 
shell 
Amid  dry  leaves  and  mosses  at  my 
feet. 

From  under  dead  boughs,  for  whose 

loss  the  pines 
Moaned  ceaseless  overhead,  the  blo^ 

soming  vines 
Lifted  their  glad  surprise. 
While  yet  the  bluebird  smoothed  in 

leafless  trees 
His  feathers  ruffled  by  the  chill  sea. 

breeze. 
And  snow-drifts  lingered  under  April 

skies. 

As,  pausing,  o'er  the  lonely  flower  I 

bent, 
I  thought  of  lives  thus  lowly,  clogged 

and  pent. 
Which  yet  find  room. 
Through  care  and  cumber,  coldness 

and  decay. 
To  lend  a  sweetness  to  the  ungenial  day 
And  make  the  sad  earth  happier  for 

their  bloom. 


BY  THEIR  WORKS. 

Call  him  not  heretic  whose  works 
attest 

His  faith  in  goodness  by  no  creed  con- 
fessed. 

Whatever  in  love's  name  is  truly  done 

To  free  the  bound  and  lift  the  fallen 
one. 

Is  done  to  Christ.  Whoso  in  deed  and 
word^ 

Is  not  against  Him,  labors  for  our 
Lord. 

When  He,  who,  sad  and  weary,  long- 
ing sore 

For  love's  sweet  service,  sought  the 
sisters'  door. 
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HELP. 


One  saw  the  heavenly,  out  die  human 

Siest. 
o  shall  sav  whkh  loved  the 
Master  best  r 


THE  WORD. 

Voice  of  the   Holy  Spirit,   making 
known 
Man  to  himself,  a  witness  swift  and 

sure^ 
Warning,  approving,  tme  and  wise 
and  pure, 
Coansel  and  guidance  that  mtsleadeth 

none! 
By  thee  the  mystery  of  life  is  read ; 
The  picture-writing  of  the  world's 

gray  seers. 
The  myths  and  parables  of  the  pri- 
mal years. 
Whose  letter  kills,  bjr  thee  interpreted 
Take  healthful  meanings  fitted  to  our 
needs, 
And  in    the   soul's  vernacular  ex- 
press 
The  common  law  of  umple  right- 
eousness. 
Hatred  of  cant  and  doubt  of  human 

creeds 
May  well  be  felt:  the  unpardonable 

sin 
Is  to  deny  the  Word  of  God  within ! 


THE  BOOK. 

Gallbrv  of  sacred  pictures  manifold, 
A  minster  rich  in  holy  effigies. 
And   bearing   on   entablature   and 
frieze 
The  hieroglyphic  oracles  of  old. 
Along  its  transept  aureoled  martyrs 
sit; 
And  the  low  chancel  side-lights  half 

acquaint 
The  eye  with  shrines  of  prophet, 
bard,  and  saint, 


Their  age-dimmed  tablets  traced  in 
doubtful  writ ! 

But  only  when  on  form  and  woid  ob- 
scure 
Falls  from  above  the  white  snpemal 

light 
We    read    the    mystic    characteiB 
arijjht, 

And  life  informs  the  silent  portraitore. 

Until  we  pause  at  last,  aweJidd,  be> 
fore 

The  One  ineffable  Face,  love,  wonder, 
and  adore. 


REQUIREMENT. 

Wb  live  by  Faith;  but  Faith  is  not  the 
slave 
Of  text  and  legend.    Reason's  voice 

and  God's, 
Nature's  and  Duty's,  never  are  at 
odds. 
What  asks  our  Father  of  His  dii]dre% 

save 
Justice  and  mercy  and  humility, 
A  reasonable  service  of  good  deeds. 
Pure  living,  tenderness  to  human 
needs. 
Reverence  and  trust,  and  prayer  for 

light  to  see 
The  Master's  footprints  in  oar  daily 
ways? 
Ko  knotted  scourge  nor  •acrifidal 

knife, 
But  the  odm  beauty  of  an  ordered 
life 
Whose  very  breathing  is   nnworded 

praise  I  — 
A  life  that  stands  as  all  true  Hves  have 

stood, 
Firm-rooted  in  the  faith  that  God  b 
Good. 


HELP. 


Drkam  not  O  Soul,  that  easy  is  the 
Usk 
Thus  set  before  thee.    If  it  proves 
at  length. 


As  wdl  it  miTf  bejrond  thy  natural 
strength, 
Faint  not,  despair  not.    As  a  child 
may  ask 


THE  INWARD  JUDGE. 

INSCRIPTIONS. 
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A  father,  pray  the  ETerlasting  Good 
For  light  and  guidance  midst  the 

scmde  snares 
Of     sin     thick    planted    in    life's 
thoroughfares. 
For  s{nritual  strength  and  moral  hard< 

ihood; 
Still  listening,  through  the  noise  of 
time  and  sense. 
To  the  still  whisper  of  the  Inward 

Woid; 
Bitter  in  blame,  sweet  in  approral 
heard, 
Itself  its  own  confirming  evidence : 
To  health  of  soul  a  voice  to  cheer  and 

please, 
To  guut  the  wrath  of  the  Eumenidea. 


UTTERANCE. 

But  what  avail  inadequate  words  to 
reach 
The   innermost   of   Truth?     Who 

shall  essay, 
Blinded  and  weak,  to  point  and  lead 
the  way, 
Or  solve  its  mystery  in  familiar  speech  ? 
Yet,  if  it  be  that  something  not  thy 
own, 
Some  shadow  of  the  Thought  to 

which  our  schemes, 
Creeds,  cult,  and  ritual  are  at  best 
but  dreams, 
Is  even   to   thy  unworthiness  made 

known. 
Thou  mayst  not  hide  what  yet  thou 
^ouldst  not  dare 
To  utter  lightly,  lest  on  lips  of  thine 
The  real  seem  false,  the  beauty  un- 
divine. 
So,  weighing  duty  in   the   scale   of 

prayer, 
Give  what  seems  given  thee.    It  may 

prove  a  seed 
Of  goodness  dropped  in  fallow'grounds 
of  need. 


ON  A  SUN-DIAL. 

FOR  DR.   HINRV  I.    BOWDITCH. 

With  warning  hand  I  mark  Time^ 

rapid  flight 
From  life's  glad  morning  to  its  solemn 

night ; 
Yet,  through  the  dear  God's  love,  I 

also  show 
There 's  Light  above  me  by  the  Shad* 

below. 


ON  A  FOUNTAIN. 

FOR   DOROTHKA  L.   DIX. 

Strangbr  and  traveller 
Drink  freely,  and  bestow 

A  kindly  thought  on  her 
Who  Dade  this  fountain  flow, 

Yet  hath  no  other  claim 

Than  as  the  minister 
Of  blessing  in  God's  name. 

Drink,  and  in  His  peace  go  t 


ORIENTAL  MAXIMS. 

PARAPHRASE     OF     SANSCRIT 
TRANSLATIONS. 


THE  INWARD  JUDGE.      n 

FROM  "  IHSTITUTRS  OF  MANU." 

Thb  soul  itself  iU  awful  witness  is. 
Say  not  in  evil  doing,  **  No  one  sees," 
And  so  offend  the  conscious  One  with> 

in»  -  . 

Whose  ear  can  hear  the  silences  of  sin 
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CONDUCT. 


Ere  they  find  voicei  whose  eyes  on- 

sleepinjc  see 
The  secret  motiont  of  iniquity. 

Nor  in  ihy  folly  say,  "  I  am  alone." 
For,  seated  in    thy  heart,  as   on   a 

throne. 
The  ancient  Judge  and  Witness  liveth 

still, 
To  note  thy  act  and  thought ;  and  as 

thy  ill 
Or  good  goes  from  thee,  far  beyond 

thy  reach, 
The  solemn  Doomsman's  seal  is  set  on 

each. 


LAYING  UP  TREASURE. 

FROM  THB  *'  KAHAShXrATA.** 

Bbporb  the  Ender  comes,  whose  char- 
ioteer 

Is  swift  or  slow  Disease,  lay  up  each 
year 


Thy  harvests  of  welkdoingt  wealth  dot 

kings 
Nor  thieves  can  take  away.    When  all 

the  thinn 
Thou  callest  thine,  goods,  pleasures 

honors  fall. 
Thou  in  thy  virtue  shalt  survive  them 

all. 


CONDUCT. 

FROM  THB  '*  MAHABHARATA.** 

Hbbd  how  thou  Uvest.    Do  no  act  by 

day 
Which  from  the  night  shall  drive  thy 

peace  away. 
In  months  of  sun  so  live  that  months 

of  rain 
Shall  still  be  happy.    Evermore  ie> 

strain 
Evil  and  cherish  good,  so  shMU  there 

be 
Another  and  a  happier  life  for  thee. 


NOTES 
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NOTES. 


NoTB  I,  page  3. 

Moco  Mbgonb,  or  Hegone,  was  a 
leader  among  the  Saco  Indians,  in  the 
bioody  war  of  1677.  He  atucked  and 
raptured  the  garnson  at  Black  PoinL 
October  lath  of  that  year;  and  cut  ofi, 
at  the  same  time,  a  party  of  English- 
men near  Saco  River.  From  a  deed 
figned  by  this  Indian  in  1664,  and 
from  other  circumstances,  it  seems 
that,  previous  to  the  war,  he  had  min- 
gled much  with  the  colonists.  On  this 
account,  he  was  probably  selected  by 
the  principal  sacnems  as  their  agent 
in  the  treaty  signed  in  November, 
1676. 

NoTR  a,  page  ^ 

Baron  de  St.  Castine  came  to  Canada 
ni  16^  Leaving  his  civilized  compati- 
iona,  he  plunged  mto  the  great  wilder- 
ness and  settled  among  the  Penobscot 
Indians,  near  the  mouth  of  their  noble 
river.  He  here  took  for  his  wives  the 
daughters  of  the  great  Modocawan- 
do^  —  the  most  powerful  sachem  of  the 
Ilaut  His  castle  was  plundered  by 
Governor  Andros,  during  his  reckless 
administration  :  and  the  enraged  Baron 
is  sui^xned  to  have  excited  the  Indi- 
ans into  open  hostility  to  the  English. 

Note  3,  page  4. 

The  owner  and  commander  of  the 
garrison  at  Black  Point,  which  Mogg 
attacked  and  plundered.  He  was  an 
old  man  at  the  period  to  which  the  tale 
relates. 

NoTK  4,  page  4. 

Major  Philliptt  one  of  the  principal 


men  of  the  G>IoDy.  His  garrison  stit* 
tained  a  long  and  terrible  siege  by  the 
savages,  m  a  magistrate  and  a  gentle' 
man,  he  exacted  of  his  plebeian  neigh- 
bors a  remarkable  degree  of  deference. 
The  Court  Records  of  the  settlement 
inform  us  that  an  individual  was  fined 
for  the  heinous  offence  of  saying  that 
'*  Major  Phillips's  mare  was  as  lean  aa 
an  Indian  dog.^' 

NoTK  5,  page  4. 

Captain  Harmon,  of  Geoigeaiu,  now 
York,  was,  for  many  years,  the  tenor 
of  the  Eastern  Indians.  In  one  of  his 
expeditions  up  the  Kennebec  River,  at 
the  head  of  a  party  of  rangerB,  he  dis- 
covered twenty  0/  the  savages  asleep 
by  a  large  fire.  Cautiously  creeping 
towards  them  until  he  was  certain  <3 
his  aim,  he  ordered  his  men  to  single 
out  their  objects.  The  first  discharge 
killed  or  mortally  wounded  the  whole 
number  of  the  unconscious  sleepexs. 

NoTB  6»  page  4. 

Wood  Island,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Saco.  It  was  visited  by  the  Sieur  de 
Monts  and  Champlain,  in  1603.  The 
following  extract,  finora  the  Journal  oi 
the  latter,  relates  to  it :  *'  Having  left 
the  Kennebec,  we  ran  along  the  coast 
to  the  westward,  and  cast  anchor  under 
a  small  island,  near  the  main-land, 
were  we  saw  twenty  or  more  natives. 
I  here  visited  an  island,  beautifully 
clothed  with  a  fine  growth  of  forest 
trees,  particularly  of  the  oak  and  wal' 
nut;  and  overspread  with  vines,  that, 
in    their    season,   produce    ezoelleni 
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AZOTES. 


mpes.  We  named  it  the  island  of 
Bacchus."  — Z-rj  ypya^ti  tk  Sitmr 
Champtain^  Liv.  a,  c  8. 

Note  7,  page  4. 

John  Bonjrthon  was  the  son  of  Rich- 
ard Bonython,  Gent.,  one  of  the  most 
efncient  and  able  magistrates  of  the 
Colony.  John  proTed  to  be  *'  a  degen- 
erate plant"  In  1635,  we  find,  by  the 
Court  Records,  that,  for  some  ofience, 
he  was  fined  4ar.  In  16^  he  was 
fined  for  abuse  toward  R.  Gibson,  the 
minister,  and  Mary  his  wife.  Soon 
after  he  was  fined  for  disorderly  con- 
duct in  the  house  of  his  father.  In 
16^5,  the  "Great  and  General  Court" 
adjudged  "John  Bonython  outlawed, 
and  incapable  of  any  of  his  Majesty's 
laws,  and  proclaimed  him  a  rebel." 

i Court  Records  of  the  Province,  1645.) 
n  165 1,  he  bade  defiance  to  the  laws 
of  Massachusetts,  and  was  again  out- 
lawed. He  acted  independently  of  all 
law  and  authority ;  and  hence,  doubt- 
less, his  burlesque  title  of  "The  Saga- 
more of  Saco,"  which  has  come  down 
to  the  present  generation  in  the  follow- 
ing epitaph :  — 

*'  Here  lies  Bonython ;  the  Sagamore 
of  Saco, 
He  lived  a  rogue,  and  died  a  knave, 
and  went  to  Hobomoko." 

By  some  means  or  other,  he  obtained 
a  large  estate.  In  this  poem,  I  have 
taken  some  liberties  with  him,  not 
strictly  warranted  by  historical  facts, 
although  the  conduct  imputed  to  him  is 
in  keeping  with  his  general  character. 
Over  ttie  last  years  ofnis  life  lingers  a 
deep  obscurity.  Even  the  manner  of 
his  death  is  uncertain.  He  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  killed  i>y  the  In- 
dians :  but  this  is  doubted  by  the  able 
and  indefatigable  author  of  the  His- 
tory of  Saco  and  Biddeford.  —  Part  1. 
p.  115. 

NoTB>8,  page  4. 

Foxwell's  Brook  flows  from  a  marsh 
or  bo^,  called  the  "  Heath,"  in  Saco, 
containing  thirteen  hundred  acres.  On 
thtt  brook,  and  surrounded  by  wild  and 


romantic  scenery,  is  a  beaotifiil  water 
fidl,  of  more  than  sixty  feeL 

NoTK  9,  page  5. 

Hiacoomea.  the  first  Christian 
preacher  on  Martha's  Vineyard ;  for  a 
biography  of  whom  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred to  Increase  Mayhcw's  account 
of  the  Prasring  Indians,  1736.  The 
following  is  related  of  him :  "  One 
Lord's  cuy,  after  meeting,  where  Hia- 
coomes  had  been  preaching,  there  canr.e 
in  a  Powwaw  vei^  *n8T7«  ^^  "^^^  '  ' 
know  all  the  meeting  Indians  are  lian. 
You  say  you  don't  care  for  the  Pow- 
waws ' ; — then  callinr  two  or  three  of 
them  by  name,  he  raued  at  them,  and 
told  them  they  were  deceived,  fbnr  the 
Powwaws  could  kill  all  the  meeting 
Indians,  if  they  set  about  iL  But  Hia- 
coomes  told  him  that  he  would  be  iu 
the  midst  of  all  the  Powwaws  to  tho 
island,  and  they  should  do  the  utmost 
they  could  against  him ;  and  when 
they  should  do  their  worst  bv  their 
witchcraft  to  kill  him,  he  woola  witJi- 
out  fear  set  himself  against  them,  bf 
remembering  Jehovah.  He  told  then 
also  he  did  put  aH  the  Powwaws  undei 
his  heel.  Such  was  the  fiiith  of  thii 
good  man.  Nor  were  these  Powwaw  i 
ever  able  to  do  theae  Christian  Indians 
any  hurt,  thoush  others  were  frequent!/ 
hurt  and  killed  by  them."  —i^heft\ 
pp.  6,  7,  c  I. 

Note  10,  page  7. 

"  The  tooth-ache,"  sa;rs  Roger  Wil- 
liams in  his  observations  upon  the 
language  and  customs  of  the  New  Ene- 
land  tribes,  "  is  the  only  paine  which  wul 
force  their  stoute  hearts  to  cry."  He 
afterwards  remarks  that  even  the  In- 
dian women  never  cry  as  he  has  heard 
"  some  of  their  men  in  this  paine." 

Note  ii,  page  7. 

WutiamttHttiOy  "Let  us  drink.*' 
Wrekan,  "  It  is  sweet."  VuU  Rrftr 
Williams's  Key  to  the  Indian  Lsr- 
ffuage,  "  in  that  parte  of  America  called 
New  Em^and.*'    I^ondon,  «643,  p.  as 
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NoTB  12,  page  8. 

IVetmomsmtj  — a  house  god,  or  d»> 
moil.  "  They  —  ihe  1  tidians  —  have 
given  me  the  name;*  of  thirtjr-seven 
goda,  which  I  have,  all  which  in  their 
aolemne  WorshifM  thev  invocate !  ** 
R.  WiUiam«*8  Briefe  Observations  of 
the  Customs,  Manners,  Worships,  &c., 
of  the  Natives,  in  Peace  a*  d  Warre, 
in  Life  and  Death:  on  aU  which  is 
idded  Si>iritual  Observations.  General 
and  Particular,  of  Chiefe  and  Special 
u«e — upon  all  occasions  —  to  all  the 
English  inhabiting:  these  parts:  yet 
Pleasant  and  Profiuble  to  the  view  of 
all  Mene.  —  p.  no,  c  21. 

NoTB  13,  page  ro. 

Mt.  Desert  Island,  the  Bald  Moun- 
tain upon  which  overlooks  French- 
man's and  Penobscot  Bay.  It  was 
upon  this  island  that  the  Jesuits  made 
their  earliest  settlement. 

NoTB  14,  page  ii« 

Father  Hennepin,  a^  missionary 
among  the  Iroquois,  mentions  that  the 
Indians  believed  him  to  be  a  conjurer, 
and  that  they  were  particularly  afraid 
of  a  bright  silver  chalice  which  he  had 
in  his  possession.  "The  Indians,^- 
says  Pire  Jerome  Lallamant,  **  fear  us 
as  the  greatest  sorcerers  on  earth.** 

NoTB  15,  page  II. 

Bomaseen  is  spoken  of  by  Penhal- 
low,  u  "  the  famous  warrior  and  chief- 
tain of  Norridgewock."  He  was  killed 
in  the  attack  01  the  English  upon  Nor- 
ridgewock,  in  1734. 

NoTB  t6,  page  it. 

P^  Ralle,  or  Rasless  was  one  of 
the  most  zealous  and  indefalijcable  of 
that  band  of  J[esuii  missionaries  who, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  penetrated  the  forests  of  Amer> 
ica,  with  the  avowed  object  of  convert- 
inf(  the  heathen.  The  first  religious 
mission  of  the  Jesuits,  to  the  savages  in 
North  America,  was  in  161 1.   The  seal 


of  the  Others  for  the  conversion  of  the 
Indians  to  the  Catholic  faith  knew  no 
bounds.  For  this,  they  plunged  into 
the  depths  of  the  wilderness;  habitu- 
ated themselves  to  all  the  hardships  and 
Erivotions  of  the  natives ;  suffered  colcL 
unger,  and  some  of  them  death  itself 
by  the  extremest  tortures.  Pire  Bre- 
beuf,  after  laboring  in  the  cause  of  his 
mission  for  twenty  years,  together  with 
his  companion,  P^re  Lallamant,  vras 
burned  alive.  To  these  rajght  be  add- 
ed the  names  of  those  Jesuits  who  were 
put  to  death  by  the  Iroquois,  —  Daniel, 
Gamier,  Buteaux,  La  Riborerde,  Gk>u- 

Eil,  Constantin,  and  Liegeouis.  **  For 
ed,"  says  Father  Lallamant,  in  his 
ReiatioK  tU  c*  fui  s**st  dans  it  payt 
des  Huronsj  1640,  c.  3,  *'  we  have  noth- 
ing but  a  miserable  piece  of  bark  of  a 
tree ;  for  nourishment,  a  handful  or  two 
of  com,  either  roasted  or  soaked  in 
water,  which  seldom  satisfies  our  hun- 
ger; and  after  all,  not  venturing  to 
perform  even  the  ceremonies  of  our 
religion,  without  being  considered  as 
sorcerers."  Their  success  among  the 
natives,  however,  by  no  means  equalled 
their  exertions.  Pere  Lallamant  says  : 
"With  respect  to  adult  persons,  in 
good  health,  there  is  little  apparent 
success;  on  the  contrary,  there  have 
been  nothing  but  storms  and  whirl- 
winds from  that  quarter." 

Sebastian  Ralle  established  himself^ 
some  time  about  the  year  1670,  at  Nor- 
ridgewock,  where  he  continued  more 
than  forty  years.  He  was  accused,  and 
perhaps  not  without  justice,  of  exciting 
nis  praying  Indians  against  the  English, 
whom  he  looked  upon  as  the  enemies 
not  only  of  his  kins,  but  also  of  the 
Catholic  relijpon.  ne  was  killed  by 
the  English,  in  1724,  at  the  foot  of  the 
cross  which  his  own  hands  had  plant- 
ed. This  Indian  church  was  broken 
up,  and  its  members  either  killed  out- 
right or  dispersed. 

In  a  letter  written  by  Ralle  to  his. 
nephew  he  gives  the  following  account 
of  his  church,  and  his  own  labors : 
"  All  my  converts  repair  to  the  church 
regularly  twice  eveiy  day;  first,  very 
esurly  in  the  morning,  to  attend  massi 
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and  agaio  in  the  eveping*  to  aanat  in 
the  pniyen  at  Minwt  As  it  U  ncce»- 
•ary  to  fix  the  imagination  of  savages, 
whose  attention  is  easily  distracted,  I 
have  composed  pniyen,  calculated  to 
inspire  them  with  just  sentiments  of 
the  august  sacrifice  of  our  altars :  tb^ 
chant,  or  at  least  recite  tbem  alouo, 
during  mass.  Besides  preaching  to 
them  on  Sundays  and  saints'  days,  I 
Hcldom  let  a  working-day  pass,  without 
making  a  concise  exhortation,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspiring  them  with  horror 
At  tiiose  vices  to  which  they  are  most 
addicted,  or  to  confirm  them  in  the 
practice  of  some  particular  virtue." 
I'Me  Lfttrti  EdifianUs  tt  Cur.,  VoL 
VI.  p.  1^7. 

Note  17,  page  13. 

The  character  of  Ralle  has  probably 
never  been  correctly  delineated.  By 
his  brethren  of  the  Romish  Church,  he 
has  been  nearly  apotheosized.  On  the 
other  hand,  our  Puritan  historians  have 
represented  him  as  a  demon  in  human 
form.  He  was  undoubtedly  sincere  in 
his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his 
church,  and  not  over-scrupulous  u  to 
the  means  of  advancing  those  interests. 
"The  French,"  says  the  author  of  the 
History  of  Saco  and  Biddeford,  "after 
the  jwace  of  17  ij,  secretly  promised  to 
suppljr  (he  Inoians  with  arms  and  am- 
munition, if  they  would  renew  hostili- 
ties. Their  prindpil  agent  was  the 
celebrated  Kalle,  the  French  Jesuit" 
—  p.  ai5. 

NoTB  18,  page  x6. 

Hertel  de  Rouville  was  an  active  and 
unsparing  enemy  of  the  English.  He 
was  the  leader  of  the  combined  French 
and  Indian  forces  which  destroyed 
peerfield  and  massacred  its  inhab- 
itants, in  1703.  He  was  afterwards 
killed  in  the  attack  upon  Haverhill. 
Tradition  says  that,  on  examining  his 
dead  body,  his  head  and  face  were 
found  to  be  perfectly  smooth,  without 
the  slightest  appearance  of  hair  or 
beanL 


NoTB  19^  page  I&. 

ConeaasM  f  —  iamkick 
Are  you  afraid?— why  fear 

NoT«  30^  page  23. 

WimMparkit,       otherwise 

Geoige,  Sachem  of  Saugoa,  married  _ 
daughter  of  Pasaacooaway,  the  great 
Pennaoook  diieftain,  in  1663.  The 
wedding  took  place  at  Pennaoook  (now 
Coocoid,  N.  H.),  and  the  oerennnies 
closed  with  a  great  feast  According 
to  the  usages  df  the  chiefs,  Passacon- 
away  ord^ed  a  select  number  of  bia 
men  to  acoMnpany  the  newly-married 
couple  to  the  dweUing  of  the  hudxsnd, 
where  in  turn  there  was  another  great 
feast.  Some  time  after,  the  wife  of 
Winnepurkit  expressing  a  desne  to 
visit  her  fether's  house,  was  permitted 
to  go,  accompanied  by  a  brave  escort  of 
her  husbana's  chief  men.  But  when 
she  wished  to  return,  her  iather  sent  a 
messenger  to  Saugus,^  infbnrming  her 
husband,  and  asking  him  to  come  and 
take  her  awav.  He  returned  for  az«-  I 
swer  that  he  had  escorted  his  wife  to 
her  father's  house  in  a  style  that  Us 
oune  a  chie^  and  that  now  if  she 
wished  to  return,  her  fiuher  must  send 
her  bade  in  the  same  way.  This  Pas- 
saconaway  refiised  to  do,  and  it  b  said 
that  here  terminated  the  connection  of 
his  daughter  with  the  Saugus  d)ie£-^ 
yide  Morton**  Ntw  Ctutaan. 

NoTB  at,  page  36. 

This  was  the  name  which  the  Indians 
of  New  England  gave  to  two  or  three 
of  their  principal  chiefe,  to  whom  all  | 
their  inferior  sagammes  acknowledged  1 
allegiance.  Passaconaway  seems  to 
have  been  one  of  these  cfaiefe.  His 
residence  was  at  Pennacook.  (Mass. 
Hist  Coll.,  Vol.  III.  pp.  at,  22.)  "  He 
was  regarded,"  says  Hubbard,  "as  a 
great  sorcerer,  and  his  fame  was  widely 
spread.  It  was  said  of  him  that  be 
could  cause  a  green  leaf  to  grow  in 
winter,  trees  to  dance,  water  to  bum. 
&c  He  was,  undoubtedly,  one  of 
those  shrewd  and  powerfiU  men  whoss 
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achievements  are  always  regarded  by  a 
barbarous  people  as  the  result  of  super- 
natural aid.  The  Indians  gave  to  such 
the  names  of  Powahs  or  Panisees.'* 

**Tbe  Panisees  are  men  of  great 
coorase  and  wisdom,  and  to  these  the 
DeviU  appeareth  more  familiarly  than 
to  others.'^  —  IVinsht^s  Rtlaiion. 

NoTB  33,  page  a8. 

"The  Indians."  says  Roger  Wil- 
liams, "have  a  god  whom  they  call 
Wetuomanit,  who  presides  over  the 
household.** 

NoTS  33,  page  t/x 

There  are  rocks  in  the  river  at  the 
FaUs  of  Amoskeag,  in  the  cavities  of 
which,  tradition  sajrs,  the  Indians  for- 
meiiy  stored  and  concealed  their  com. 

NoTB  34,  page  33. 

The  Spring  God.  —  See  Roger  Wil- 
Uams's  Key,  &c. 

NoTB  35,  page  34. 

"Mat  wonck  kunna-monee.*'  We 
shall  see  thee  or  her  no  more.  —  Vide 
Roger  Williamis  Key  to  the  In- 
dMK  Language. 

Note  a6,  page  34. 

"The  Great  South  West  God.»'  — 
See  Roger  Williamt'e  Observa- 
Hons,  &C. 

NoTB  37,  page  37. 

The  celebrated  Captain  Smith,  after 
resiming  the  government  of  the  Colony 
in  ViTginia,  in  his  capacity  of  "  Admi- 
ral of  New  England,"  made  a  cireful 
survey  of  the  coast  from  Penobscot  to 
Cape  Cod,  in  the  summer  of  1614. 

NoTB  38,  page  37. 

Lake  Winnipiseogec,  —  TAe  Smiie 
^f  tkt  Great  S^irit^ — the  source  of 
one  of  the  braacnes  of  the  Merrimack. 
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NoTB  39,  page  37. 

Captain  Smith  gave  to  the  promon- 
toiy,  now  called^  Cape  Ann,  the  name  of 
Tragabisanda,  in  memory  of  his  young 
and  beautiful  mistress  of  that  name, 
who,  while  he  was  a  captive  at  Con- 
stantinople, like  Desdemona,  "loved 
him  for  the  dangers  he  had  paased." 

NoTB  30,  page  38. 

Some  three  or  four  years  since,  a 
fragment  of  a  statue,  rudely  chiselled 
from  dark  gray  stone,  was  found  in  the 
town  of  Bradford,  on  the  Merrimack. 
Its  origin  must  be  left  entirely  to  con- 
jecture. The  fact  that  the  ancient 
Northmen  visited  New  England^  some 
centuries  before  the  discovenes  of 
Columbus,  is  now  very  generally  ad' 
mitted. 

NoTB  31,  page  48. 

De  Soto,  in  the  sixteenth  century, 
penetrated  into  the  wilds  of  the  new 
world  in  search  of  gold  and  the  foun* 
tain  of  perpetual  youth. 

NoTB  3a,  page  57. 

ToussAiNT  L'OuvBRTURB,  the  black 
chieftain  of  Hayti,  was  a  slave  on  the 
plantation  "deLibertas,"  belonging  to 
Af .  Bayou.  When  the  rising  of  the 
neeroes  took  place,  in  1791,  Toussaint 
remsed  to  join  them  until  he  had  aided 
M.  BAVoa  and  his  family  to  escape  Co 
Baltimore.  The  white  man  had  dis- 
covered in  Toussaint  many  noble  quali- 
ties, and  had  instructed  him  in  some  of 
the  first  branches  of  education :  and  the 
preservation  of  his  life  was  owing  to 
the  negro's  gratitude  for  this  kindness. 

In  1797,  Toussaint  L'Ouverture  waff 
appointed,  bv  the  French  government, 
General-in-Chief  of  the  armies  of  St. 
Domingo,  and,  as  such,  signed  the 
Convention  with  General  Maitland  for 
the  evacuation  of  the  island  by  the 
British.  From  this  period,  until  1801. 
the  island,  under  the  government  of 
Toussaint,  wac  happy,  tranquil,  and 
pro8pcTv>us.  The  miserable  attempt  oi 
Napoleon  to  re-establish  slavery  in  3>. 
Domingo,  although  it  fiuled  of  its  in- 
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tended  object,  proved  fttal  to  the  oeero 
chiettain.  Treacherously  seised  by  Le- 
clerc,  he  was  hurried  on  board  a  ves- 
sel by  night,  and  conveyred  to  France, 
where  he  was  confined  in  a  cold  sub- 
terranean dungeon,  at  Besan^^on,  where, 
b  April,  1803,  he  died.  The  treatment 
of  Toussaint  finds  a  parallel  only  in  the 
murder  of  the  Duke  D'Enghein.  It 
was  the  remark  of  Godwin,  in  his  Lec- 
tures, that  the  West  India  Islands, 
since  their  first  discovery  by  G>lumbus, 
could  not  boast  of  a  sinsle  name  which 
deserves  comparison  wiu  that  of  Tous- 
saint L'Ouverture. 

NoTB  33,  page  59. 

The  reader  may,  perhaps,  call  to 
mind  the  beautiful  sonnet  of  William 
Wordsworth,  addressed  to  Toussaint 
L'Ouverture,  during  his  confinement 
in  France. 

**  Toussaint  I  —  thou   most    unhappy 
man  of  men  I 
Whether  the  whistling  rustic  tends 

his  plough 
Within  thy  hearing,  or  thou  liestnow 
Buried  in  some  deep  dungeon's  earless 

den ; 
O  miserable   chieftain  I — where  and 
when 
Wilt  thou  find  patience?  —  Yet,  die 

not,  do  thou 
Wear  rather  in  thy  bonds  a  cheerful 
brow; 
Though    &llen  thyself  never  to  rise 

X'n, 
ake  comfort.    Thou  hast  left 
behind 
Powers  that  will  work  for  thee  ;  air, 
earth,  and  skies,  — 
There 's  not  a  breathing  of  the  com- 
mon wind 
That  V.1II  foi^et  thee :  thou  hast  great 
allies. 
Thy  friends  are  exultations,  agonies, 
And  love,  and  man's  unconquerable 
mind." 

NoTB  34,  page  59. 

The  French  ship  Lb  Rodbur,  with 
4  crew  of  twentv-two  men,  and  with  j 
»ne  hundred  and  sixty  negro  il^vfu,  ^ 


sailed  from  Bonny,  in  Africa,  Apri^ 
18x9.  On  approaching  the  line,  a  t«r* 
rible  malady  broke  out,  — an  oti«tinata 
disease  of  the  eyes,  —  contagious,  sod 
altogether  beyond  the  resources  ol 
meoicine.  It  was  aggravated  by  the 
scarcitv  of  water  among  the  slaves 
(only  half  a  wineglass  per  day  being 
allowed  to  an  individual),  and  by  the 
extreme  impurity  of  the  air  in  which 
they  breathed.  By  the  advice  of  the 
physician,  they  were  brought  upon  deck 
occasionailv ;  but  some  of  the  poor 
wretches,  locking  themselves  in  each 
other's  arms,  leaped  overixxard,  in  the 
hope,  which  so  universally  prevail! 
amone  them,^  of  being  swiftly  trans' 
ported  to  their  own  homes  in  Africa. 
To  check  this,  the  captain  ordered  sev 
eral  who  were  stopped  in  the  attem^ 
to  be  shot,  or  handed,  before  theif 
companions.  The  disease  extended  Xu 
the  crew :  and  one  after  another  wert 
smitten  with  it,  until  only  «nte  remained 
unaffected.  Yet  even  this  dread&l  , 
condition  did  not  preclude  calculation : 
to  save  the  expense  of  supportini 
slaves  rendered  unsalable,  and  to  ob> 
tain  grounds  for  a  claim  against  the  un- 
derwriters, thirty-six  tf  the  nefr«t*% 
havinr  become  hlituL,  mere  tHrowH 
into  the  sea  and  drowned  ! 

In  the  midst  of  their  dreadful  feart 
lest  the  solitary  individual,  whose  siEht 
remained  unaffected,  should  also  dc 
seized  with  the  malaay,  a  sail  was  dis 
covered.  It  was  the  Spanish  slava, 
Leon.  The  same  disease  had  beei 
there  ;  and,  hmrible  to  tell,  all  the  cre*f 
had  become  blind  I  Unable  to  asu)  t 
each  other,  the  vessels  parted.  Tbt 
Spanish  ship  has  never  since  beet 
heard  of.  The  Rodeur  reached  Guad;r 
loupe  on  the  31st  of  June:^  the  onl) 
man  who  had  escaped  the  disease,  an  4 
had  thus  been  enabled  to  steer  th« 
slaver  into  port,  caught  it  in  three  daj)i 
after  its  amval. — Sfeechof  M.  Be^fer- 
min  Constanit  in  the  French  Chmmbt^ 
of  Deputies-,  June  17,  x8xk 

NoTB  35,  page  79. 
The  *^oiiheiii  author  of  tba  Coi\ 
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H^aMiooal  rule  against  receiving  peti- 
tions of  the  people  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery. 

NoTK  36,  page  89. 

Dr.  Thacher,  surgeon  in  Scammel's 
regiment,  in  his  description  of  the  siege 
ofVorktown,  says :  "  The  labor  on  the 
VirKinia  plantauons  is  performed  alto- 
gether by  a  species  of  tne  human  race 
cruelly  wrested  from  their  native  coun- 
try, and  doomed  to  perpetual  bondage, 
while  their  masters  are  manfully  con- 
tending for  freedom  and  the  natural 
rights  of  man.  Such  is  the  inconsis- 
tency of  human  nature."  Eighteen 
hunored  slaves  were  found  at  York- 
town,  after  its  surrender,  and  restored 
to  their  masters.  Well  was  it  said  by 
Dr.  Barnes,  in  his  late  work  on  Slavery : 
**  No  slave  was  any  nearer  his  freedom 
after  the  surrender  of  Yorktown  than 
when  Patrick  Henry  first  Uught  the 
notes  of  liberty  to  echo  among  the  liills 
and  vales  of  Virginia.'* 

Note  37.  ps««  96. 

The  rights  and  liberties  affirmed  by 
Magna  Charta  were  deemed  of  such 
importance,  in  the  thirteenth  century, 
thai  the  Bishops,  twice  a  year,  with 
tapers  burning,  and  in  their  pontifical 
rooesy  pronounced,  in  the  ijrasence  of 
the  king  and  the  representatives  of  the 
estates  of  England,  the  greater  excom- 
munication against  the  infringer  of  tliat 
instrument.  The  imposing  ceremony 
took  place  in  the  great  Hail  of  West- 
minster. A  copy  of  the  curse,  as  pro- 
nounced in  1251,  declares  that,  "by 
the  authority  of  Almighty  God,  and 
the  blessed  Apostles  and  Martyrs,  and 
all  the  saints  m  heaven,  all  those  who 
violate  the  English  liberties,  and  se- 
cretly or  openly,  by  deed,  word,  or  coun- 
sel, do  make  statutes,  or  observe  them 
being  made,  against  said  liberties,  are 
accursed  and  sequestered  from  the  com- 
pany of  heaven  and  the  sacraments  of 
the  Holy  Church." 

William  Penn,  in  his  admirable 
political  pamphlet,  "  England's  Pres- 
ent Interest  considered,^*  alluding  to 


the  curse  of  the  Charter-breakers,  says; 
**  I  am  no  Roman  Catholic,  and  littl^ 
value  their  other  curses ;  yet  I  decUra 
I  would  not  for  the  world  incur  thi« 
curse,  as  every  man  deservedly  doth, 
who  offers  violence  to  the  ftindamental 
freedom  thereby  repeated  and  con- 
firmed.' 

Note  38,  page  116. 

**  The  manner  in  which  the  Walden- 
ses  and  heretics  disseminated  their 
principles  among  the  Catholic  gentry, 
was  by  carrying  with  them  a  box  of 
trinkets,  or  articles  of  dress.  Hav- 
ing entered  the  houses  of  the  gen- 
try and  disposed  of  some  of  their  goods, 
they  cautiously  intimated  that  they  had 
commodities  far  more  valuable '  than 
these,  —  inestimable  jewels,  which  they 
would  show  if  they  could  be  protected 
fit>m  the  clergy.  They  would  then  give 
their  purchasers  a  Bibie  or  Testament ; 
and  thereby  many  were  deluded  into 
heresy."  —  R.  Saccko. 

Note  39,  page  133. 

Chalkley  Hall,  near  Frankford,  Pa., 
the  residence  of  Thomas  Chalkley, 
an  eminent  minister  of  the  Friends* 
denomination.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  Colony,  and  his 
Journal,  which  was  published  in  1749, 
presents  a  quaint  but  beautiful  picture 
of  a  life  of  unostentatious  and  simple 
goodness.  He  was  the  master  of  a 
merchant  vessel,  and,  in  his  visits  to 
the  West  Indies  and  Great  Britain, 
omitted  no  opportunity  to  labor  for  th« 
highest  interests  of  his  fellow-men. 
During  a  temporary  residence  in  Phila* 
delphia,  in  the  summer  of  1838,  the 
quiet  and  beautiful  scenery  around  the 
ancient  village  of  Frankford  freouent^ 
ly  attracted  me  from  the  heat  and  bus- 
tle of  the  city. 

Note  40,  page  137. 

August.  Slliloq.  cap.  xxxl  "  Inteno- 
gavi  Terram,"  &c. 

Note  41,  page  141. 
For  the  idea  of  this  line,  I  am  b 
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debted  to  Emerson,  in  his  inimitable 
sonnet  to  the  Khodora,— 

**  If  eyes  were  made  for  seeing, 
Then  Beauty  is  iis  own  excuse  for  be- 


ing 


i> 


NoTB  43,  page  151. 

Among  the  earliest  converts  to  th^ 
doctrines  of  Friends  in  Scotland  wa> 
Barclay  of  Ury,  an  old  and  distin* 
guished  soldier,  who  had  fought  under 
Gustavus  Adolphus,  in  Germany.  As 
a  Quaker,  he  became  the  object  of  per- 
secution and  abuse  at  the  hands  of  the 
magistrates  and  the  populace.  None 
bore  the  indignities  of  tlie  mob  with 
greater  patience  and  nobleness  of  soul 
than  this  once  proud  gentleman  and 
soldier.  One  of  his  friends,  on  an  oc- 
casion of  uncommon  rudeness,  lament- 
ed that  he  should  be  treated  so  harshly 
in  his  old  age  who  had  been  so  hon- 
ored beifore.  "  I  find  more  satisfac- 
tion," said  Barclay, "  as  well  as  honor, 
in  beine  thus  insulted  for  my  religious 
prindpTes,  than  when,  a  few  years  ago. 
It  was  usual  for  the  magistrates,  as  I 
passed  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  to  meet 
me  on  the  road  and  conduct  me  to 
public  entertainment  in  their  hall,  and 
then  escort  me  out  again,  to  gain  my 
favor." 

NoTB  43,  page  i6a. 

Lucy  Hooper  died  at  Brooklyn,  L.  I., 
on  the  zst  of  8th  mo.,  1841,  aged  34 
years. 

HJoTE  44,  page  164. 

The  last  time  I  saw  Dr.  Channing 
was  in  the  summer  of  1841,  when,  in 
company  with  my  English  friend,  lev 
se|)h   Sturge,  so  well  known  for  his 

f)hilanthrnpic  labors  and  liberal  po* 
iiical  opinions,  I  visited  h.m  in  his 
summer  residence  in  Rhode  Island. 
In  recalling  the  impressions  of  that 
visit,  it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to 
say,  that  I  have  no  reference  to  the 
peculiar  religious  opinions  of  a  man 
whose  life,  beautifully  and  truly  mani- 
fested above  the  atmosphere  of  sect, 
is  now  the  world's  common  legacy. 


NoTB  45,  page  166b 

"  O  vine  of  Sibmah  I  I  will  weep  An 
thee  with  the  weeping  of  Jazerr*  — 
ytrtmiak  xlviii  3a. 

NoTB  46,  page  X7U. 

Sophia  Stui^,  sister  of  Joseph 
Stutge,  of  Birmingham,  the  President 
of  the  British  Complete  Sufirage  Asso- 
ciation, died  in  the  6th  month,  1845. 
She  was  the  colleague,  counsellor,  and 
ever-ready  helpmate  of  her  brother  ra 
all  his  vast  designs  of  beneficence. 
The  Birmingham  Pilot  says  of  her: 
*•  Never,  pemaps,  were  the  active  and 
passive  virtues  of  the  human  character 
more  harmoniously  and  beautifuOv 
blended  than  in  this  excellent  woman. ' 

NoTB  47,  page  xyx. 

Winnipiseogce :  "  Smile  of  the  Great 
Spirit." 

NoTB  48,  page  174. 

This  legend  is  the  subject  of  a  ode< 
brated  picture  by  Tintoretto,  of  which 
Mr.  Rorcrs  possesses  the  original 
sketch.  The  slave  lies  on  the  ground, 
amid  a  crowd  of  spectatora,  who  look 
on,  animated  by  all  the  various  eoM- 
tions  of  sympatny,  rage,  terror :  a  wo- 
man, in  front,  with  a  child  in  her  arms, 
has  always  been  admired  for  the  hfe< 
like  vivacity  of  her  attitude  and  ex* 
pression.  The  executioner  holds  np 
the  broken  implements:  St  Mark, 
with  a  headloDR  movement,  seems  to 
rush  down  from  heaven  in  haste  to  savt 
his  worshipper.  The  dramatic  groupiii^ 
in  this  picture  is  wonderful ;  the  coloi^ 
ing,  in  its  gorgeous  depth  and  harmony, 
is,  in  Mr.  Rogers's  sketdi,  finer  than 
in  the  picture.  —  Mrs.  yamaoiis 
Sacrtd  and  Ltgtndarjf  Arty  Vol.  I. 
p.  154. 

NoTB  49,  page  175. 

Pennant,  in  his  "  Voyage  to  the  Heb 
rides,"    describes    the    holy   well    of 
Loch  Maree,  the  waters  of  which  were 
supposed  to  effect  a  miraculous  cure  a 
melancholy,  trouble,  and  insanity. 
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riie  writer  of  these  lines  is  no  enemy 
•r  Catholics.  He  has,  on  more  than 
one  occasion^  exposed  himself  to  the 
censures  of  hts  Protestant  brethren,  by 
his  strenuous  endeavors  to  procure  in- 
demnification for  the  owners  of  the  con- 
vent destroyed  near  Boston.  He  de- 
fended the  cause  ^of  the  Irish  patriots 
long  before  it  ha'd  become  popular  in 
this  country ;  and  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  urge  the  most  liberal  aid  to  the 
•uflEsring  and  starving  population  of  the 
Catholic  island.  The  severity  of  his 
language  finds  its  ample  apology  in  the 
reluctant  confession  of  one  of  the  most 
eminent  Romish  priests,  the  eloquent 
and  devoted  Father  Ventura. 

Note  51,  page  178. 

Ebenezer  Elliott,  the  intelligence  of 
whose  death  has  recently  reached  us, 
was,  to  the  artisans  of  England,  what 
Bums  was  to  the  peasantrv  of  Scotland. 
His  "  Corn-law  Rhymes  "  contributed 
not  a  little  to  that  overwhelming  tide  of 
popular  opinion  and  feeling  wnich  re- 
sulted in  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  bread. 
Weil  has  the  eloquent  author  of  "llie 
Reforms  and  Reformers  of  Great  Brit- 
ain "  said  of  him,  **  Not  corn-law  re- 
pealers alone,  but  all  Britons  who  moist- 
en their  scanty  bread  with  the  sweat 
of  the  brow,  are  largely  indebted  to  his 
inspiring  lay,  for  the^  mighty  bound 
which  tne  laboring  mind  of  England 
has  taken  in  our  day." 

NoTK  5a,  page  179. 

The  reader  of  the  Biography  of  the 
late  William  Allen,  the  philanthropic 
associate  of  Clarluon  and  RomiHy, 
cannot  &il  to  admire  his  simple  and 
beautifiil  record  of  a  tour  through  Eu- 
rope, in  the  years  181 8  and  i8i<),  in  the 
company  of  hb  American  friend,  Ste- 
phen Grellett 

NoTB  53,  page  19a 

'Thoa  'mind'st  me  of  a  story  told  • 
In  rare  Beraardiu's  leaves  of  gold." 


The  incident  here  referred  to  is  re- 
lated in  a  note  to  Bemardin  Henri 
Saint  Pierre's  Etudes  de  la  NatHre. 

*'  We  arrived  at  the  Itabitation  oL  the 
Hermits  a  little  before  they  sat  down 
to  their  table,  and  while  they  were  still 
at  church.  J.  J.  Rousseau  proposed 
to  me  to  offer  up  our  devotions.  The 
hermits  were  reciting  the  Litanies  ol 
Providence,  which  are  remarkab^y 
beautiful.  After  we  had  addressed  out 
prayers  to  God.  and  the  hermits  were 
proceeding  to  tne  refectory,  Rousseau 
said  to  me,  with  his  heart  overflowing, 
*At  this  moment  I  experience  what 
is  said  in  the  gospel :  frJUrr  fw  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  my 
fuimet  there  am  I  in  the  midst  0/ 
them.  There  is  here  a  feeling  of  peace 
and  happiness  which  penetrates  the 
soul.'  I  said,  '  If  Fenelon  had  lived, 
you  would  have  been  a^  Catholic'  He 
exclaimed,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  'O, 
if  Fenelon  were  alive,  I  would  struggle 
to  get  into  his  service,  even  as  a  laclc- 
ey?'" 

In  my  sketch  of  Saint  Pierre,  it 
will  be  seen  that  I  have  somewhat 
antedated  the  period  of  his  old  age. 
At  that  time  he  was  not  probably  more 
than  fifty.  In  describing  him,  I  have 
by  no  means  exaggerated  his  own  his- 
tory of  his  mentaLlcondition  at  the  pe- 
riod of  the  Moty.  In  the  fragmentary 
Sequel  to  his  Studies  of  Nature,  he 
thus  speaks  of  himself :  "The  ingrati- 
tude of  those  of  whom  I  had  deserved 
kindness,  unexpected  &mily  misfor- 
tunes, the  total  loss  of  my  small  patri- 
mony through  enterprises  solely  under- 
taken for  the  benefit  of  my  country,  the 
debts  under  which  I  lay  oppressed,  the 
blasting  of  all  my  hopes,  — these  com- 
bined calamities  made  dreadful  inroads 

upon  my  health  and  reason I 

found  it  impossible  to  continue  in  a 
room  where  there  was  company,  espe- 
cially if  the  doors  were  shut.  I  could  not 
even  cross  an  alley  in  a  public  garden, 
if  several  persons  had  got  together  in 
it.  When  alone,  my  malady  subsided. 
I  felt  mvself  likewise  at  ease  in  places 
where  I  saw  children  only.  At  the 
sight  of  any  one  walking  up  to  the 
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pbc«  wh«»  I  WM.  I  felf  ITT  whole 
frame  agitated,  and  retired.  I  olteii 
•aid  to  mysrif,  *  My  nole  aittdy  has  been 
to  merit  well  of  mankind ;  why  do  I 
fear  them?'" 

He  attributes  his  improved  health  of 
mind  and  body  to  the  counsels  of  his 
friend,  J.  I.  Rousseau.  "  I  renounced*" 
says  he,  **  my  books.  I  threw  my  eyes 
upon  the  works  of  nature,  which  spake 
io  all  my  senses  a  lansuase  which  nei- 
ther time  nor  nations  have  it  in  their 
(Mwer  to  alter.  Thenceforth  my  histo- 
ries and  my  journals  were  the  heibace 
of  the  fields  and  meauiows.  My 
thoughts  did  not  go  forth  painfiilly  after 
them,  as  in  the  case  of  human  systems ; 
but  their  thoughts,  under  a  thousand 
engaging  forms,  quietly  sought  me.  In 
these  I  studied,  without  effort,  the  laws 
of  that  Universal  Wisdom  which  had 
surrounded  me  from  the  cradle,  but  on 
which  heretofore  I  had  bestowed  little 
attention." 

Speaking  of  Rousseau,  he  says :  "  I 
derived  inexpressible  satisfaction  from 
his  society.  What  I  prized  still  more 
than  his  genius,  was  nis  probity.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  literary  characters, 
tried  in  the  furnace  of  affliction,  to  whom 
you  could,  with  perfect  security,  confide 
your  most  Recret  thoughts.  ....  Even 
when  he  deviated,  and  became  the  vic- 
tim of  himself  or  of  others,  he  could 
fbi^et  his  own  misery  in  devotion  to 
the  welfare  of  mankind.  He  was  uni- 
formly the  advocate  of  the  miserable. 
There  might  be  inscribed  on  his  tomb 
these  affecting  words  from  that  Book 
of  which  he  carried  always  about  him 
some  select  passages,  during  the  last 
years  of  his  life :  Hit  nns^  which  an 
manys  are  /orgiven^  for  h*  loved 
mtuh," 

Note  54,  page  191. 

^  Liko  that  the  gray-haired  sea-king 
passed." 

Dr.  Hooker,  who  accompanied  Sir 
James  Rots  in  his  expedition  of  1841, 
thus  describes  the  appearance  of  that 
unknown  land  of  frost  and  fire  which 


In  nlitBue  f7^  ***w  —  • 
pendoiM  chain  of  mountains,  the 
mass  of  v^iicfa,  Iroin  its  h^i^icsK 
to  the  ocean,  was  covewtd  with 
lasdnc  snow  and  ice : — 

"Tl^e  water  and  tife  dcywrre  both 
as  blue,  or  rather  more  intenselT  bhw, 
than  I  have  ever  seen  them  m  the 
tropics,  and  all  the  coast  was  one  mass 
of  dazxlingly  beautiliil  peaks  of  snow, 
which,  whini  the  sun  approached  the 
horiion,  reflected  the  most  briDixnl 
iinu  of  golden  yeDow  and  acailet :  and 
then,  to  see  the  dark  doud  of  ««n^f, 
tinged  with  flame,  rising  from  the  vol- 
cano in  a  perfect  onbroken  colnmn,  one 
side  jet-black,  the  other  giTingback 
the  colors  of  the  son,  sometimes  tam- 
ing off  at  a  right  angle  by  some  cnnent 
oTwind,  and  stretching  many  miles  to 
leeward  1  This  was  a  sight  so  sunaas- 
ing  everything  that  can  be  iniagmed, 
and  BO  heightened  by  the  conadooaaesa 
that  we  had  penetrated,  onder  the  guid- 
ance of  our  commander,  into  regions  &r 
beyond  what  was  ever  deemed  practica- 
ble, that  itcauseda  feeling  of  aweiosteal 
over  us  at  tlw  consideratum  of  our  own 
comparative  insisnificance  and  help- 
lessness, and  at  the  same  time  an  inde- 
scribable feeling  of  the  greatness  of  the 
Creator  in  the  works  of  oia  hand." 

NoTB  55,  page  197. 

The  election  of  Charles  Sumner  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate  **  followed  haurd  op- 
on  "  the  rendition  of  the  fugitive  Sims 
by  the  U.  S.  officials  and  the  armed 
police  of  Boston. 

NoTB  56,  page  aox. 

The  storming  of  the  dty  of  Deme.  in 
1805,  by  General  Eaton,  at  the  hcsad  of 
nine  Americans,  forty  Greeks,  uad  a 
motley  array  of  Turks  atid  Arabs,  was 
one  of  those  feats  of  hardihood  and 
daring  which  have  in  all  a^^s  attracted 
the  admiration  of  the  multitude.  The 
higher  and  holier  heroism  of  Christian 
self-denial  and  sacrifice,  in  the  humble 
walks  of  private  duty,  is  seldom  so  we3 
appreciated. 
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NoTB  57,  page  204. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  these  lines 
mtt  the  jomt  impromptu  of  mv  sister 
t  nd  myself.  They  are  inserted  here  as 
an  expression  of  our  admiration  of  the 
gifted  stranger  whom  we  have  since 
warned  to  love  as  a  friend. 

NoTK  58,  page  308. 

This  ballad  was  originally  published 
in  a  prose  work  of  the  author's,  as  the 
song  of  a  wandering  Milesian  school- 
master. 

In  the  seventeenth  century,  slavery  in 
tite  New  World  was  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  th^  natives  of  Africa.  Political 
oflenders  and  criminals  were  transported 
by  the  British  government  to  the  i>1an- 
tations  of  Barbadoes  and  Viipnia, 
where  they  were  sold  like  cattle  in  the 
market.  ^  Kidnapping  of  firee  and  inno- 
cent white  persons  was  practised  to  a 
considerable  extent  in  the  seaports  of 
rhe  United  Kingdom. 

NoTB  59,  page  3ia 

It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  say 
that  there  are  elements  in  the  character 
and  passages  in  the  history  of  the  great 
Hungarian  statesman  and  orator,  which 
necessarily  command  the  admiration  of 
those,  even,  who  believe  that  no  polit- 
ical revolution  ti'as  ever  worth  the 
price  of  human  blood. 
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NoTB  fiot  page  ax 2. 

"  Homilies  from  Oldbug  hear.' 

Dr.  W .author  of  "The  Puri- 
tan," under  the  name  of  Jonatlian  Old- 
bug. 

NoTB  6x,  page  aa8. 

William  Forstcr,  of  Norwich,  Eng- 
land, died  in  East  Tennessee,  in  the 
ist  month,  1854,  while  engaged  in  pre- 
senting to  the  governors  of  the  States 
of  this  Union  the  address  of  his  re- 
ligious society  on  the  evils  of  slavery. 
He  was  the  relative  and  coadjutor  of 
the  Buxtons,^  Gumeys,  and  Frys ;  and 
his  whole  life,  extending  almost  to 
threescore  and  ten  vears,  was  a  pure 
and  beautiful  example  of  Christian  be- 
nevolence.   He  haa  travelled  over  Eu- 


rope, and  visited  most  of  its  sovereigns, 
to  plead  against  the  slave-trade  and 
slayery;  and  had  twice  before  made 
visits  to  this  country,  under  impressions 
of  religious  duty. 

NoTB  63,  page  219. 

No  mose  fitting  inscription  could  be 
placed  on  the  tombstone  of  Robert 
Rantoul  tlian  this :  "  He  died  at  his 
post  in  Congress,  and  his  last  words 
were  a  protest  in  the  name  of  Democ- 
racy against  the  Fugitive-Slave  Law." 

NoTB  63,  page  242. 

"Sehak,  Ooii*  0/  Ftzsan^  loiA 
Marthy  1846.  —  This  evening  the  fe- 
male slaves  were  unusually  excited  in 
singing,  and  I  had  the  curiosity  to  ask 
my  negro  servant.  Said,  what  they  were 
sinking  about.  As  many  of  them  were 
natives  of  his  own  country,  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  translating  the  Mandara  or 
Bomou  language.  I  had  oAen  asked 
the  Moors  to  translate  their  songs  for 
me,  but  got  no  satisfactory  account 
from  them.  Said  at  first  said, '  O,  they 
sing  of  Rubee '  (God).  '  What  do  vou 
mean?'  I  replied,  impatiently.  O, 
don't  you  know?'  he  continued,  'they 
asked  God  to  give  them  iYktixAtka  f ' 
(certificate  of  freedom.)  I  inquired, 
'  Is  that  all  ?  •  Said :  *  No ;  they  say, 
"Where  are  we  goinjc?  The  world  is 
large.  O  Cod!  IVkert  are  we  go- 
ins  1  O  God  I'*'  I  inquired,  'What 
else  ? '  Said :  '  Th^  remember  their 
country,  Bomou,  and  say,  **^  Bomou 
was  a  pleauini  country  ^  full  0/ all  good 
things  ;  but  this  is  a  had  count ry^  and 
we  are  miserable  /  " '  *  Do  they  say 
anything  else  ? '  Said : '  No ;  they  repeat 
these  words  over  and  over  again,  and 
add,  "O  God  I  ^ve  us  our /!  /i»,  and  let 
us  return  again  to  our  dear  home,** ' 

"  I  am  not  surprised  I  got  little  sat- 
isfaction when  I  asked  the  Moors  about 
the  songs  of  their  slaves.  Who  will 
say  that  the  above  words  are  not  a 
very  appropriate  song?  What  could 
have  been  more  congenially  adapted 
to  their  then  woful  condition?  It  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  these  poor 
bondwomen  cheer  up  their  hearts*  in 
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Iheir  kms.  lonely,  and  paisfiil  waadeiv 
ings  ov«r  the  desert,  with  words  and 
sentimenU  like  these :  but  I  have  often 
observed  that  their  iatigue  and  suffer- 
ings were  too  great  for  them  to  strike 
up  this  melancholy  dirge,  and  many 
days  their  plaintive  strains  never  broke 
over  the  silence  of  the  desert"  — 
HukartUon'i  yourmoL 

Note  64,  page  343. 

One  of  the  latest  and  most  interesting 
Vcms  of  Eastern  news  is  the  statement 
that  Slavery  has  been  formally  and  to- 
tally abolished  in  Egypt. 

Note  65,  page  ^y^ 
A  letter  from  England,  in  the 
FrumU*  Revitw^  says:  "Joseph 
Sjurge,  M-.th  a  companion,  Thomas 
Harycv,  has  been  visiting  the  shores 
of  Finland,  to  ascerUin  the  amount  of 
mischief  and  loss  to  poor  and  peace- 
able wflerers,  occasioned  by  the  gun- 
boats of  the  Allied  squadrons  in  the 
late  war,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  relief 
forihem."  * 

Note  66,  page  276. 

A  remarkable  custom,  brought  from 
the  Old  Country,  formerly  prevailed  in 
the  rural  districts  of  New  England. 
On  the  death  of  a  member  of  the  fami- 
ly, the  bees  were  at  once  informed  of 
the  event,  and  their  hives  dressed  in 
mourning.  This  ceremonial  was  sup- 
posed to  be  necessary  to  prevent  the 
•warms  from  leaving  their  hives  and 
seeking  a  new  home. 

Note  67,  page  a88. 

"Too  late  I  loved  Thee,  O  Beauty 
of  ancient  days,  yet  ever  new  I  And 
lo  I  Thou  wert  within,  and  I  abroad 
searching  for  thee.  Thou  wert  miih 
me,  but  I  was  not  with  Thee."— ^»- 
gust.  Soliloq.^  Book  X. 

Note  68,  page  aSS. 

"  And  I  saw  that  there  was  an  Ocean 
of  Darkness  and  Death :  but  an  infinite 
Ocean  of  Light  and  Love  fkrwed  over 
the  Ocean  of  Darkness:  And  in  that 
I  saw  the  infinite  Love  of  God."  — 


NoTB  6^  psge  997. 

The  massacre  of  onanned  and    ..._ 
fending  men,  in  Soothem  Kansas,  took 

flare  near  the  Marais  du  Cygne  of  dtt 
'rench  v»yag€%urt. 

Note  70,  page  399. 

Read  at  the  Friends*  School  Anm- 
Tersary,  Providenoe,  R.  I^  6th  nao, 
i86a 

Note  71,  page  32a. 

See  English  caricatures  of  America « 
Slaveholder  and  oo«4iide,  with  die 
motto,  "  Haven't  I  a  ijgltt  to  waDop 
my  nigger?"  ^ 

Note  7a,  page  324. 

It  is  recorded  that  the  ChiaB&,  when 
subjugated  by  Mithridates  of  Cappa- 
docia,  were  delivered  np  to  their  own 
slaveS|  to  be  carried  anray  captive  to 
Colchis.  Athenaeus  omsulers  this  a 
just  punishment  for  their  widbedness  is 
first  introducing  the  slave-trade  inio 
Greece.  From  this  andent  villany  fli 
the  Chians  the  proverb  arose,  "TItt 
Chian  hath  bought  himsdf  a  1 


Note  73,  page  339. 

This  ballad  was  written  on  the  ooesr 
sion  of  a  Horticultural  Festival  Cob- 
bler Kcezar  was  a  noted  dtaractiY 
amonc  the  first  settlers  in  the  valky  \i 
the  Merrimack. 

Note  74,  page  34a. 

Lieutenant  Hemdon*s  Report  of  the 
Exploration  of  the  Anoaxon  has  a  strik- 
ing description  of  the  peculiar  and  mel- 
ancholy notes  of  a  bira  heard  by  ni^ht 
on  the  shores  of  the  river.  Thelndns 
guides  called  it  "The  Cry  of  a  Lost 
Soul"l 

Note  75,  page  443. 

Eleooora  Johanna  Von  Merlaa,  or. 
as  Sewall  the  Quaker  Historian  gives  iti 
Von  Merlane,  a  noble  young  lady  of 
Frankfort,  seems  to  have  hdd  among 
the  M  jrsiics  of  that  dty  very  much  sucfc 
a  Dosition  as  Annia  Maria  Schunnany 
did  among  the  Labadistsof  HoUaa»l 
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W'JHain  Penn  appears  to  have  shared 
the  admiratioii  of  her  o«i-o  immediate 
drcle  for  this  accomplished  and  gifted 
lady. 

Note  76,  page  445. 

Magister  Johann  Kelpius,  agradtute 
of  the  University  of  Helmstadt,  came  to 
Pennsylvania  in  1694,  with  a  company 
of  German  Mystics.  They  made  their 
home  in  the  woods  on  the  VtTissahickon, 
a  I'ttle  west  of  the  Quaker  settlement 
of  Germantown.  Kelpius  was  a  be- 
liever in  the  near  approach  of  the  Mil- 
lennium, and  was  a  aevout  student  of  the 
Book  of  Revelation,  and  the  Morgen- 
Rothe  of  Jacob  Behmen.  He  called 
his  settlement  **  The  Woman  in  the  Wil- 
derness "  ^Das  Weib  in  der  IVuesie). 
He  was  only  twenty-four  ytzn^  of  age 
when  he  came  to  America,  but  his  ^v- 
ity,  learning,  and  devotion  placed  him  at 
the  head  of  the  settlement.  He  dis- 
Hked  the  Quakers,  because  he  thought 
thejr  were  too  exclusive  in  the  matter  of 
ministers.  Hie  was,  like  most  of  the 
Mystics,  opposed  to  the  severe  doctrinal 
views  of  Calvin  and  even  Luther,  declar- 
ing '*  that  he  could  as  little  agree  %rith 
xYm  Dattmamus  oi  \)\t  Augsbuig  Con- 
fession as  with  the  AMaiHema  of  the 
Council  of  Trent." 

He  died  in  1704,  sitting  in  his  little  gar- 
den surrounded  by  his {||Tieving disciples. 
Previous  to  his  death  it  is  said  that  he 
cast  his  famous  **  Stone  of  Wisdom  *' 
into  the  river,  where  that  mystic  souvenir 
of  the  times  of  Van  Helmont,  Paracel- 
sus, and  Agrippa  has  lain  ever  since,  un- 
disturbed. 

NoT«  77,  page  446. 

Peter  Slujrter,  or  Schluter,  a  native 
of  Wesel,  united  himself  with  the  sect 
of  Labadists,^  who  believed  in  the  Di- 
vine commission  of  John  De  Labadie,  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest  converted  to 
Protestantism,  enthusiastic,  eloquent, 
and  evidently  sincere  in  his  special  call- 
ing and  election  to  separate  the  true  and 
Aving  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
from  the  formalism  and  hypocrisy  of  the 
ruling  sects.  George  Keith  and  Robert 
Barclay  visited  him  al  Amsterdam  and 


aAerward  at  the  commonities  of  Herford 
and  Wieward  ;  and,  according  to  Ge- 
rard Croes,  found  him  so  near  to  them  on 
some  points,  that  they  offered  to  take 
him  into  the  Society  of  Friends.  This 
offer,  if  it  was  reall>  made,  which  is  cer- 
tainly doubtful,  was,  happily  for  the 
Friends  at  least,  declined.  Invited  to 
Herford  in  Westphalia  by  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  the  Elector  Palatine,  De 
Labadie  and  his  followers  preached  xu- 
cessantlv,  and  succeeded  in  arousing  a 
wild  enthusiasm  among  the  people,  who 
neglected  their  business  and  gave  way 
to  excitements  and  strange  practices. 
Men  and  women,  it  was  said,  at  the  Com- 
munion drank  and  danced  together,  and 
private  marriages,  or  spiritual  unions, 
were  formed.  Labadie  died  in  1674  at 
Altona,  in  Denmark,  mantaining  his  tes- 
timonies to  the  last  '*  "  Nothing  re- 
mains for  me,*'  he  said,  **  except  to  go 
to  my  God.  Death  is  merely  ascending 
from  a  lower  and  narrower  chamber  to 
one  higher  and  holier." 

In  1679  Peter  Sluyter  and  Jasper 
Dankers  were  sent  to  America  by  the 
community  at  the  Castle  of  Wieward. 
Their  journal,  translated  frxim  the 
Dutch  and  edited  by  Henry  C.  Murphy, 
has  been  recently  published  by  the 
Long  Island  Historical  Society.  They 
made  some  converts,  and  among  them 
was  the  eldest  son  of  Hermanns, the  pro- 
prietor of  a  rich  tract  of  land  at  the  head 
of  Chesapeake  Bay,  known  as  Bohemia 
Manor.  Sluyter  obtained  a  jsrant  of  thia 
tract,  and  established  upon  it  a  commu- 
nity numbering  at  one  time  a  hundred 
souls.  Very  contradictory  statements 
are  on  recora  regarding  his  headship  of 
this  spiritual  family,  the  discipline  of 
which  seems  to  have  been  of  more  than 
monastic  severity.  Certain  it  is  that  he 
bought  and  sold  slaves,  and  manifested 
more  interest  in  the  worid's  goods  than 
became  a  believer  in  the  near  Millenni- 
um. ^  He  evinces  in  his  journal  an  over- 
weening spiritual  pride,  and  speaks  con- 
temptuously of  other  professors,  espe- 
cially the  Ouakers  whom  he  met  in  his 
travels.  The  latter,  on  the  contrary, 
seem  to  have  looked  favorably  upon  the 
Ijibadists,  and  uniformly  speak  of  them 
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courteoinlj  and  kindly.  Hit  journal 
shows  him  to  have  been  destitute  of 
common  gratitude  and  Christian  char- 
ity. He  threw  himself  upon  the  gener- 
ous hospitality  of  the  Friends  wherever 
he  went,  and  repaid  their  kindness  by 
the  coarsest  abuse  and  misrepresenta- 
tion. 

NoTB  78,  page  446U 

Among  the  pioneer  Friends  were 
many  men  of  learning  and  broad  and 
liberal  views.  Penn  was  conversant 
with  every  department  of  literature  and 
philosophy.  Thomas  Lloyd  was  a 
ripe  and  rare  scholar.  The  ereat 
Loganian  Library  of  Philadelphia  bears 
witness  to  the  varied  learning  and 
classical  taste  of  its  donor,  James  Lo- 
gan. Thomas  Storv,  member  of  the 
Council  of  State,  Master  of  the  Rolls 
and  Commissioner  of  Claims  unde 
William  Penn,  and  an  able  minister  o 
his  Society,  took  a  deep  interest  in 
scientific  questions,  and  m  a  letter  to 
his  friend  Logan,  written  while  on  a 
religious  visit  to  Great  Britain,  seems 
to  have  anticipated  the  conclusion  of 
modem  geologists.  "  1  spent,"  he  says, 
"some  months,  especially  at  Scar- 
borough, during  the  season  attending 
meetings,  at  whose  high  clifis  and  the 
variety  of  strata  therein  and  their  sev- 
eral positions  I  further  learned  and  was 
confirmed  in  some  things,  —  that  the 
earth  is  of  much  older  date  as  to  the 
beginning  of  it  than  the  time  assigned 
in  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  commonly 
nnderstood,  which  is  suited  to  the 
common  capacities  of  mankind,  as  to 
six  days  of  progressive  work,  by  which 
I  understand  certain  long  and  compe- 
tent periods  of  time,  and  not  natural 
daysw'*  It  was  sometimes  made  a 
matter  of  reproach  by  the  Anabaptists 
and  other  seels,  that  the  Quakers  read 
profane  writings  and  philosophies,  and 
that  they  auoted  heathen  moralists  in 
support  of  their  views.  Sluyter  and 
Dankers,  in  their  journal  of  American 
travels,  visiting  a  Quaker  preacher's 
house  at  Burlington,  on  the  Delaware, 
found  "  a  volume  of  Virgil  lying  on  th>; 
Wik'dow,  as  if  it  were  a  commot.  hand 


book :  also  He1mont*s  book  on  MeC 
cine  (Orita  Afediearue,  id  est  ImiU^ 
rkyiica  inandiia  ^rogmsus  mtdicu 
na  mnnts  in  tmorbontm^  MliioMam  ad 
viiatH  IoM£aim)t  whom,  in  an  introduc- 
tion they  nave  made  to  it,  they  make 
to  pass  for  one  of  their  own  sect, 
although  in  his  lifetime  he  did  not 
know  anything  about  Quakers.*'  It 
would  appear  from  this  that  the  half- 
mystical,  half-scientific  writings  of  the 
alchemist  and  philosopher  of  Vilverde 
had  not  escaped  the  notice  of  Friends, 
and  that  they  had  included  him  in 
their  broad  eclecticism. 

NoTB  79,  page  447. 

'*  The  Quaker's  Meeting,"  a  painting 
by  £.  Hemskerck  (supposed  to  be 
Egbert  Hemskerck  the  younger,  son  of 
Eebert  Hemskerck  the  oldX  in  which 
William  Penn  and  others  —  an>ong 
them  Charles  II..  or  the  Duke  of  York 
— ■  are  represented  along  with  the  rudest 
and  most  stolid  class  of  the  British  rural 
population  at  that  period.  Hemskerck 
came  to  London  from  Holland  with 
Kin^  WiUiam  in  168^  He  delighted 
in  wild,  grotesque  subjects,  such  as  the 
noctumaa  intercourse  of  witches  and 
the  temptation  of  St.  Anthony.  What- 
ever was  strange  and  uncommon  at- 
tracted his  free  pencil.  Judging  from 
the  portrait  of  Penn,  he  must  have 
drawn  his  faces,  figures,  and  costumes 
from  life,  although  there  may  be  some- 
thing of  caricatuie  in  the  convulsed 
attitudes  of  two  or  three  of  the  figoie^ 

NoTB  80,  page  449. 

Tn  one  of  his  letters  addreased  to  his 
fiiends  in  Germany  he  sajfs :  "  These 
wild  men,  who  never  in  their  Hie  heard 
Christ's  teachings  about  temperance 
and  contentment,  herein  fiir  surpass  the 
Christians.  They  live  fiir  more  con- 
tented and  unconcerned  for  the  morrow. 
They  do  not  overreach  in  trade.  They 
know  nothing  of  our  everlasting  pomp 
and  stylishness.  They  neither  corse 
nor  swear,  are  temperate  in  food  and 
drink,  and  if  any  of  them  get  drunk, 
be  mouth-Christians  are  at  amlt,  wbo» 
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for  the  sake  of  accursed  lacte,  sell  tliem 
strong  drink." 

Agaun  he  wrote  in  1698  to  his  father 
that  he  finds  the  Indians  reasonable 
people,  willing  to  accept  good  teaching 
and  manners,  evincing  an  inward  piety 
toward  (iod,  and  more  eager,  in  fact, 
to  understand  things  divine  than  manv 
amoiiK^you  who  in  the  pulpit  teach 
Christ  in  word,  but  by  ungodly  life  deny 
him. 

**It  is  evident,*'  says  Professor 
Seideustecker,  "Pastorius  holds  up 
the  Indian  as  Nature's  unspoiled  child 
to  the  eyes  of  the  '  European  Babel,' 
somewhat  after  the  same  manner  in 
which  Tacitus  used  the  barbarian  Ger- 
mtaniXo  shame  his  degenerate  country- 
men." 

As  believers  in  the  universality  of 
the  Saving  Light,  the  outlook  of  early 
FHeuds  upon  the  heathen  was  a  very 
dMerful  and  hopeful  one.  Cod  was  as 
near  to  them  as  to  Jew  or  Anglo-Saxon ; 
as  accessible  at  I'imbuctou  as  at  kome 
or  Geneva.  Not  the  letter  of  Scripture, 
but  the  spirit  which  dictated  it,  was 
of  saving  efficacy.  Roben  Barclay  is 
nowhere  more  powerful  than  in  his 
argument  for  the  salvation  of  the  hea- 
then, who  live  according  to  their  light, 
without  knowing  even  the  name  of 
Christ  William  Penn  thought  Socra- 
tes as  good  a  Christian  as  Richard 
Baxter.  Early  Fathers  of  the  Church, 
as  Origen  and  Justin  Martyr,  held 
broader  views  ^  on  this  pomt  than 
modem  Evangelicals.  Even  Augustine, 
from  whom  Calvin  borrowed  his  theol- 
ogy, admits  that  he  has  no  controversy 
with  the  admirable  philosophers,  Flato 
and  Plotinus.  *«  Nor  do  1  think,  '  he 
says  in  De  Civ.  Dei..,  lib.  xviiL,  :ap. 
47,  "that  the  Jews  dare  affinu  that 
^^ne  belonged  unto  God  km  th« 
laradites." 


NoTS  81,  page  508. 

This  balladi  orisinally  written  for  J. 
R.  O^ood  &  Co.^  Mgtmcrial  Historv 
qf  BoUen^  describes,  with  pardonable 
poetic  license,  a  memorable  incident  in 
the  annals  of  the  city.  The  interview 
between  Shattuck  and  the  Governor 
took  place,  I  have  since  learned,  in  the 
residence  of  the  latter,  and  not  in  the 
Council  Chamber.* 


NoTB  8a,  page  510. 

This  name  in  some  parts  of  Europe 
1.4  given  to  the  season  we  call  Indian 
Summer,  in  honor  of  thegocxl  St.  Mar- 
tin. The  title  of  the  poem  was  sug* 
gested  by  the  fact  that  the  day  it  refers 
to  was  the  exact  date  of  the  Saint's 
birth,  the  iith  erf  November. 


KoTB  83,  page  513. 

^^  See  Tylor's  Primitive  Ctdture^  vol. 
ii.  pp.  32, 33.  Also  Journal qf  A  sitUic 
Society t  vol.  iv.  p.  795. 


NoTB  84,  page  518. 

The  picturesquely  situated  Wayside 
Inn  at  West  G^ipee,  N.  H.,  is  now 
in  ashes ;  and  to  its  former  guests  these 
somewhat  careless  rhymes  may  be  a  not 
unwelcome  reminder  of  pleasant  sum- 
mers and  autumns  on  the  banks  of  the 
Bearcamp  and  Choconia.  To  the  au- 
thor himself  they  have  a  special  inter- 
est from  the  fact  that  they  were  writ- 
ten, or  improvised,  under  the  ejre,  and 
for  the  amusement,  of  a  beloved  invalid 
friend  whose  last  earthly  sunsets  faded 
from  the  mountain  nnges  of  Ossapea 
and  Sandwich. 


THE  END. 


